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Brad Phillips and his children, 9-year-old Vivian and 11-year-old Oliver, entertain the crowd in their 1918 Overland Touring Car as part of the Berlin

Heritage Festival last Saturday.

DG heading to zoning appeals board

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer

(April 30, 2015) The clash over a
potential Dollar General store on Old
Ocean City Road near Healthway
Drive in Berlin is headed back to the
town’s board of zoning appeals after a
Worcester County Circuit Court judge
decided on behalf of the developer last
Thursday.

According to court documents, At-
torney B. Randall Coates, represent-
ing Oxford Chase Development Inc.,
argued that the site plan rejection by
Berlin’s planning commission in
March was without merit, and that
the town’s board of appeals should
hear the matter.

Oxford Chase on Dec. 12 formally
requested a building permit from the
town for the construction of retail
store in a commercial zone.

The Berlin planning commission
on March 11 unanimously recom-
mended that Planning Director Dave

Engelhart deny the zoning certificate
because of traffic problems its mem-
bers argued would be caused by
granting the property access to Route
346.

Engelhart did just that, citing a
town code section involving highway
corridor guidelines in a letter to the
developer.

According to Engelhart, the plan-
ning commission, “specifically cited
pedestrian and vehicular safety is-
sues, traffic congestion, and access
concerns for other properties in the
surrounding area along Maryland
Route 346.”

“It is my decision to concur with
this recommendation and deny the is-
suance of a zoning certificate for this
proposed use as currently presented
in your application,” Engelhart wrote.

On the same day that Engelhart is-
sued his denial, however, Coates
called on the Board of Zoning Appeals
to hear the case. “The denial is an er-

roneous decision or determination
made by an administrative official,”
Coates wrote.

Town Attorney David Gaskill, how-
ever, countered in a letter to Coates
that the appeals board would not be
the proper venue and based his argu-
ment on Coates’ reference to Engle-
hart as an “administrative official.”

Coates, meanwhile, cited a portion
of town code that specifically refers to
the planning director as an adminis-
trative official. The section reads, “It
shall be the duty of the planning di-
rector to serve as secretary and ad-
ministrative officer for the board of
appeals.”

Circuit Court Judge Thomas C.
Groton III apparently sided with
Coates and ended the debate over se-
mantics last Thursday by ordering
that the case go before the zoning ap-
peals board.

The hearing is expected to take
place in May.
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Dir. Sharyn O’Hare
opts against OPA
board reelection bid

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer

(April 30, 2015) After three years in
office that featured significant changes
in the community’s political landscape,
Ocean Pines Association Director
Sharyn O’Hare will not be running for
reelection to the board of directors.

At least partially responsible for her
decision is what she sees as an increas-
ingly confrontational board of direc-
tors bent on trying to run the
community on a day-to-day basis.

O’Hare, 67, moved to Ocean Pines
in 1975 and began practicing real estate
four years later. Both of her children
were born in the community.

Her inadvertent journey into poli-
tics began with her involvement in the
community’s 35th anniversary celebra-
tion in 2003. After organizers raised
more money than they needed, the ex-
cess dollars were put toward the
Worcester County Veteran’s Memorial,
established in 2005.

O’Hare co-chaired the effort, along
with the late Roseanne Bridgman.

“I did that for the community and it
was just a labor of love,” she said. “My
father was a World War II vet and it
was just one of those things that
needed to be done.

“Through [veteran’s memorial]
events, I started meeting a lot of people
and knew a lot of people from having
lived here and sold real estate for so
long, and people starting asking me to
run for the board,” O’Hare continued.

“I always said, ‘No, no, no’ because
I didn’t have the time. Finally Tom
Terry, who was on the board at the
time, and Dan Stachurski did a one-
two punch type thing. I was at the
Lion’s Club and I was cornered. I said,
‘Okay, all right. I'll run, just leave me
alone!”

Despite experience as co-chair and
eventually president of the veteran’s
memorial, as well as her tenure as
president of the Worcester County
Commission for Women, O’'Hare said
she never set her sight on politics.

“I didn’t know how to run a cam-
paign, so I said I would do it if T had
help, and I had some great people who
stepped up to be my campaign team

See O’Hare Page 4
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and help me run,” she said. “I started
having coffees and got to meet a lot of
people and came up with a campaign
theme and worked from that. I kind of
considered it an honor to be running.
And then I was elected and I went, ‘Oh
my God, now what?”

O’Hare took office in 2013. It was a
time, she recalls, when good feelings
ran rampant throughout the commu-
nity.

“The new yacht club got passed that
same timeframe, so there was a lot of
positive energy going around in Ocean
Pines,” she said. “I'm a very positive
person. I don’t have time for negative
vibes and negative feelings.”

JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Ocean Pines Director Sharyn 0’Hare announced her intention to not run for reelection to the OPA

board. 0’Hare was elected to the board in 2013, serving one three-year term.

The learning curve, O’Hare said,
was sharp during her first year on the
board.
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O’Hare: ‘positive energy’
abounded in Pines in 2013

“I never served on any committees
in Ocean Pines, but I had worked on a
lot of things,” she said. “But I didn’t
know the financial aspect. That was a
huge learning curve. Probably the
hardest one.

“The first year you're on the board
you have to find out what the nuances
are and what the needs are,” O’'Hare
continued. “It’s not just about the visi-
ble stuff. I went to meetings about the
sewer department and county waste-
water thinking this is not an exciting
thing to do, but it was rather interest-
ing when I got there. The things behind
the scenes are not as fun as something
like the yacht club, but they’re just as
important.”

Her second year on the board, when
she served as vice president, was the
“best and most valuable,” O’'Hare said.
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O’Hare: ‘anger expressed by
board members unacceptable’

“I worked with the general manager
and the president very closely, as well
as the other board members, trying to
make things happen in a positive mode
in Ocean Pines,” she said. “I think
things were going very well. Every
week we were in [General Manager]
Bob’s [Thompson] office having meet-
ings to understand what was going on,
where the issues were, what could we
do, who do we need to pull in, those
kinds of things to help make the place
better.”

Looking to take some of the burden
away from Thompson, O’Hare volun-
teered to chair the groundbreaking and
ribbon-cutting at the new yacht club.

“I said, ‘Let me do some of those lit-
tle things to take them off your plate,’
because you have to do it. It’s for the
community,” she said. “And we did.
Bob took things, Tom took things, I
took things, other board members took
things that they had their expertise in
and we all tried to work together.

“We certainly didn’t agree on every-
thing and that’s okay,” O’Hare contin-
ued. “T don’t think all board members
should agree on everything. I don’t
think that’s healthy. I think what is
healthy is that you bring your thought
process and your expertise to the board
level, and then you make things better
by what you contribute. What is un-
healthy, I think, is what is going on
now.”

During her third year in office,
O’Hare said the tone of the board took
a darker turn.

“Everything changed after last
year’s election,” she said. “The two
members that lost, both of them exist-
ing board members, they were not con-
frontational. They didn’t speak a lot,
especially Jeff [Knepper]. Jeff was an
attorney and he’s a very good listener.
When Jeff spoke, he had something
very valuable to say, and I think people
would listen.”

O’Hare also lamented the defeat of
incumbent Terri Mohr and said
women bring a different approach to
the board.

“We'’re not an in-your-face type,”
she said. “It’s not a natural thing, at
least for me. I can’t speak for all
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women. I'm a compromiser, and I
think women tend to be to solve prob-
lems. We don’t have to man up and
beat on our chest. We don’t do that.

“I think women have an ability to
bring unity, or try to, or compromise,”
O’Hare continued. “There have been
many times in the board this year
when I've asked for compromises and
it’s been shot down every single time
T've tried. That’s disheartening. I think
there are some people on that board
that don’t understand what compro-
mise means.”

One instance of compromise the
current board did accomplish, and
O’Hare praised, was the passing of the
fiscal year 2016 budget.

“Pat [Renaud] and Tom [Terry],
they both crafted a budget that I think
met both sides’ needs,” she said. “That
was very positive, and that passed 4-3
because there was a compromise be-
tween both sides. I think it should have
been unanimous, personally. Both
sides gave.”

The budget process had been a con-
tentious one, reaching a boiling point
when Vice President Marty Clarke
stood up, frustrated over the continu-
ation of the five-year funding tool, for
the seventh year, and walked out of a
public meeting in February.

“When I saw Marty jump up, I
though he was going to hit Bill [Cord-
well],” O’'Hare said. “I really thought he
was going to. And I said, ‘Gentlemen,
sit down! We're all board members.
Respect each other.” The president
should have said that.

“The anger expressed by a couple
board members is unacceptable,”
O’Hare continued. “When I ran, I hon-
estly felt it was an honor and a privilege
to run for the board. I really did, and I
still do. What I don’t understand is the
animosity of current board members.”

The hostility she perceives on the
current board, O’Hare said, was the
principal reason she decided not to
seek a second term in office.

“I've done three years,” she said. “I
felt I was doing a lot of good for two
years. This year I haven’t been asked to
do anything — not one thing. To my

See Retiring Page 6
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April Child Abuse Awareness Month

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer

(April 30, 2015) As part of its efforts
during Child Abuse Awareness Month,
the Life Crisis Center in Salisbury is
driving home the message to residents
in Worcester, Wicomico and Somerset
counties that silence is never the right
answer when it comes to potential in-
stances of child abuse.

Executive Director Michele Hughes
said there are plenty of tools to assist
victims of child abuse, starting with
child advocacy centers such as Cricket
Center in Berlin, which serves all of
Worcester County.

“A child advocacy center is sort of
an agreement among a very specific
group of people who come to together
to make a decision that they’re going to
treat child abuse in a way that means
that children are heard, they’re be-
lieved and they’re treated,” Hughes
said.

“That’s what they do at the Cricket
Center. The law enforcement and the
child protective services do the inves-
tigations, and they do it in a way which
is very sensitive to how children react
to those things. That’s why you have a
child advocacy center, because it’s not
frightening to children.”

Before the Cricket Center was es-
tablished, victims of child abuse in the
county were required to tell and retell
stories of their abuse several times,
often at a number of different and po-

tentially frightening locations.

“Usually the buildings were things
like police departments and depart-
ments of social services — very fright-
ening places to children,” Hughes said.
“The Cricket Center is very welcoming
to a child.”

At the center, specially trained
forensic interviewers speak with the
child, while law enforcement view the
testimony in an adjacent room
through a video monitoring system.

The center also houses the entire
Worcester County Child Protective
Services team and receives support
from Atlantic General Hospital, social
workers, the Maryland State Police,
the Worcester County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and the Life Crisis Center, where
staffer Cindy Cook doubles as a family
advocate.

“She works with the nonoffending
parent and the other siblings to try to
make sure that they know what’s hap-
pening is the case goes to court,”
Hughes said. “It helps the family to fig-
ure out how they’re going to deal with
this.”

Hughes said child sexual abuse is at
near-epidemic levels in the lower East-
ern Shore counties, witch Worcester,
Wicomico and Somerset having the
three highest rates in the state.

“Part of that is good reporting,”
Hughes said. “We are very proud to say
that these cases get reported down
here. The school system does an excel-
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lent job of reporting, and that doesn’t
happen elsewhere.

“A much larger percentage of these
reports come from the school system
here than anywhere else in the state,
and that’s a good thing,” Hughes con-
tinued. “If it doesn’t get reported chil-
dren don’t get treated and these guys
don’t get off the street who perpetrate
these things.”

Hughes underscored the impor-
tance of therapeutic treatment in cases
of child abuse. The Life Crisis Center,
for example, staffs seven trauma-
trained therapists, including four child
therapists.

“If you look at the National Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center in Huntsville
they will tell you that is the most im-
portant piece of being a child advocacy
center is the treatment,” she said. “It is
critical. You don’t have a child advo-
cacy center if you don’t have the ther-
apy piece. If children are not treated it
affects their entire life.”

Trauma therapists, Hughes said,
teach a victim how to cope with in-
stances of abuse.

“This happened to you. I can’t make
you forget it, but what I can do is help
you to recognize when these feelings
are coming and how to deal with
them,” she said.

Hughes also praised the Worcester
County prosecutorial team.

“[State’s Attorney] Beau Oglesby is
serious about this,” she said. “He’s se-
rious about prosecuting child abuse
cases and that trickles down through
the staff. Also he’s got Abby Marsh
there as the deputy, and Abby fa-
mously tried the Sarah Foxwell case in
Wicomico County.

“He’s got people that are really
knowledgeable on staff, and he’s very
serious about making certain that they
get these guys off the street,” Hughes
continued. “You can be proud of the
job that they do in Worcester County.”

If someone suspects a child may be
a victim of abuse, Hughes urged that
person to make a call to the depart-
ment of social service’s child protective
services office in Snow Hill at 410-677-
6800 or 410-641-0097, or contact
local law enforcement, or the Life Cri-
sis Center.

See HUGHES Page 8

Retiring director
O’Hare still has ‘a
lot to give’ in Pines

Continued from Page 5
knowledge, I don’t think our president
has had one meeting with the GM since
he’s become president. He’s certainly
not called me once.”

“I have a lot to give and help with
and I'm more than willing to,” O’Hare
continued. “I've been in this commu-
nity longer than anyone else on the
board. And I've offered to help. But I
can’t do it without authorization from
the person in charge.”

The coming election, O’Hare be-
lieves, could be another referendum on
General Manager Bob Thompson,
meaning the current majority could in-
crease its numbers.

“I would hope anybody running for
the board would run without an
agenda,” O’Hare said. “Run with an
open mind and run with a positive at-
titude, and let’s make this foolishness
stop. This arguing between each other
— it makes no good happen. Let’s sit
down as adults and work for what’s
right for Ocean Pines. That’s what the
purpose of the board is. We are not
supposed to be running the day-by-day
operations and that what this board is
trying to do.”

O’Hare hopes to focus her life after
politics on the more positive aspects of
the community, including the veteran’s
memorial, which first held its dedica-
tion and blessing a decade ago.

On Saturday, May 23, the Worcester
County Veteran’s Memorial Founda-
tion will host a cocktail party from 5-7
p.m. under a tent at the memorial
grounds. The foundation will also
mark the 10th anniversary of the me-
morial on Monday, May 25 at 11 a.m.

“I still have a lot of energy and a lot
of interest,” O’Hare said. “They vet-
eran’s memorial has always been near
and dear to my heart, and I'm chairing
the cocktail party and it’s going to be
the party of the season. It’s going to be
great, great fun for sure.

“Pretty soon, in a couple of years, it
will be the 50th anniversary in Ocean
Pines, and I will hope to have some role
in that,” O’Hare added. “Who knows
what the future holds, but I am not one
to sit and eat bonbons.”
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Hughes: ‘err on
side of caution’ in
child abuse cases

Continued from Page 6

“Whether you call DSS or law en-
forcement, or even if you call us, we're
going to get you hooked up with the
services the way you need to,” Hughes
said. “When you tell the department of
social services that happened to you,
you are also telling law enforcement
because they work as a team so the
child doesn’t have to be interviewed
multiple times.”

That team approach also includes
prosecutors, who used the information
to make an informed decision regard-
ing additional legal action.

“If you suspect something, report
it. It is critical” Hughes said. “If noth-
ing happened, nobody is going to be
punished. The folks at the child advo-
cacy center, they're not going to
hound somebody who didn’t do
something wrong. They have special-
ized training that makes them better
at this than anybody. If you think
something is happening, err on the
side of caution.

“I don’t think that there’s anything
more important than protecting our
children, and if people understand that
protecting children means to believe
them then I think that we can have a
healthier community,” Hughes said.

For more information call 410-749-
HELP or visit www.lifecrisiscenter.org.

Cedar Chapel, WCDC await regs.

‘Employment first’ options
could bring major overhaul
to Newark and SH centers

By Brian Gilliland
Staff Writer

(April 30, 2015) New philosophies
in the way disabled adults enter into
and maintain employment could force
major changes in the way students at
the Cedar Chapel Special School are
taught and adults at the Worcester
County Developmental Center gain
employment.

Of course, it first boils down to
funding.

“The Center for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services contributes 50 percent
of the funding for disabled adults,”
Jack Ferry, executive director of the
developmenalt center, said, “and since
they contribute so much money they
have decided to start making rules.”

The Affordable Care Act mandates
this change and Maryland has until
2019 to develop an implementation
plan. Both the WCDC and Cedar
Chapel school, as well as the Eastern
Shore delegation in the Maryland As-
sembly, have written letters in support
of the existing system.

Currently, students at the school
follow a needs-based curriculum de-
signed to prepare them to enter the
workforce or continue development at
WCDC. Ferry said the goal is to pre-

pare every client for eventual entry
into the workforce, “no matter how
long it takes.” Ferry said one client had
been with them for 17 years before he
was ready.

Clients of the WCDC may choose to
work at the developmental center in
jobs earning less than minimum wage.
For example, clients work to produce

‘The Center for Medicare and
Medicaid Services contributes 50
percent of the funding for disabled
adults and since they contribute
so much money they have decided
to start making rules’
Jack Ferry, executive director
of the developmental center

soap that the WCDC then endeavors
to sell at venues including next week-
end’s Springfest. Soap sales brought in
about $6,000 last year, Ferry said,
and total salaries for clients are ex-
pected to break $100,000 this year.

Critics of the federally required
structure maintain that its regulations
eliminate client choice.

Outlined in the plan is an “employ-
ment first” approach that obligates
students or clients to fail to obtain reg-
ular employment before being di-
verted into programs such as the

WCDC.

“It’s like Henry Ford said, you can
have any color you want as long as it’s
black,” Ferry explained.

The impact would trickle down into
student instruction at Cedar Chapel.

“The goal is to establish that we've
tried everything we can to get adults
out into the community. As a parent, I
would find it difficult to place my child
into that situation,” Belinda Gulyas,
principal of the Cedar Chapel school,
said. Gulyas is also a member of the
board of the WCDC.

“Our staff understands our stu-
dents’ needs. They understand the
schedules, structures and the things
they need. The child is set up to tran-
sition easily. Some may only be able to
work for 30 minutes at a time success-
fully. At a normal job this isn’t pro-
vided for,” Gulyas said.

She also thinks it’s counter to the
goals of her school.

“What we do all day is proactive
and sets our students up to be success-
ful. Instead of success, it will prove
they are unable,” she said.

Yet Gulyas has no desire to demo-
nize other avenues of discussion con-
cerning her students.

“The motivation for the change is
inclusion. I understand that. Every
person should be included in life, but
we're eliminating a part that has been
really successful and is all-or-nothing
in presentation,” she said.
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Reservations Suggested

AII Mothers Receive FREE Coffee or Tea

with Purchase of Breakfast

“Eastern Shore Dinner”
Homemade Crabcake and Baked Ham,
Choice of 2 Sides & Sweet Potato Biscuit
$16.95

“Traditional Beef & Dumplings
ALL YOU CARE TO EAT
Served with Mashed Potatoes, Coleslaw
& Sweet Potato Biscuit
$11.75

“Fresh Strawberry Shortcake”
1/2 Priced For All Mothers

Sunday, May 10"

PITTSVILLE DINETTE FAMILY HESMURANI

410-835-2541 e« St. Rt. 346 Pittsville, MD
Hours: Breakfast 7am-12pm - Lunch-Dinner 11am-8pm

MOTHER'S DAY
GIFT WITH PURCHASE

FREE CHARM
& GIFT BOX

WITH YOUD $35 STYLE PURCHASE*

Promotion will run in stores April 15 - May 12 while supplies last

ue of
Retail Va‘m and

Mom welry
( Mm@ aid ie27

%8%

Next To Rita’s Ices * 410-208-GIFT (4438)

Gifts W Giift Baskets
Jewelry % Baby Gifts
Tabletop s Gonrmer Toods
“Vanishing Ocean Cityf

Adcock Watercolors

Located In Manklin Station
South Gate Ocean Pines

/

Celebrating Our 50T Year!

SHILLELAGHS

A

Y9  PROVIDING
GROUP
TRAVEL
SINCE 1964

Provence River Cruise — ON SALE!
2 for 1 for Cruise & NO Single Supplement!
Oct. 1-11  $3299 for Cabin!

7 Nights Cruise in Southern France with
All Meals & Wine with Dinner, All Shore
Excursions, 2 Nights Hotel in Paris with
Breakfast & City Tour, Transfers/Porterage/
Taxes. Call for itinerary & details
MUST RESERVE BY MAY 31ST
FOR SPECIAL COST!!

THE TRAVEL CLUB
Motorcoach Trips with Pickups in Bethany, Rehoboth & Lewes!

PACKAGE INCLUDES:

* Motorcoach Transportation from
Christiana Mall

© 4 Nights Hyatt House, Fishkill, NY

« Daily Buffet Breakfast, 3 Dinners,
2 Lunches

* Welcome Wine & Cheese reception

 Porterage & Taxes

Sightseeing to Include:

* Eleanor Roosevelt’s Val Kil Home

 Kykuit, Rockefeller Villa

Gall for Information and/or Reservations * 1-800-556-1056
Please visit our website at www.Shillelaghtravelclub.com
for a listing of all of our upcoming trips and socials

Hudson Valley, NY
August 3-7, 2015 ¢ $1075

 Vassar College, Claremont Home tour

* Benmarl Winery tour/tasting

* Union Church with Matisse/Chagall
Windows

* Walkway over the Hudson State Park

o Afternoon & Lunch at famous
MOHONK RESORT

NOTE: We can arrange transfers from
Bethany or Rehoboth to Christiana
Mall — CALL US!
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Program Manager Wendy Myers made her case on behalf of the Cricket Center for town grants during a mayor and council meeting in Berlin on

Monday, April 27.

Nonprofits make pitches in Berlin

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer
(April 30, 2015) A week after
Berlin officials released a budget
draft showing a potential $15,000 in-
crease in appropriations for nonprof-
its, the mayor and Town Council
fielded pitches by three such groups
during their Monday night meeting.
All told, the draft includes
$35,000 set aside for appropriations
to nonprofits.

Complimentary Spa Services
We treat the person, not just the mouth.

Comfortable Dentistry ¢ Spa-like Atmosphere ® Family Dentistry ® Smile Enhancements ®* Emergency Services
Cosmetic Whitening ¢ Oral Cancer Screenings ® Full Mouth Restorations ¢ Invisalign®

“T have to say that we’re very selec-
tive,” Mayor Gee Williams said dur-
ing the meeting. “The council tries to
do our best to choose nonprofits that
specifically ... do things much more
efficiently, much better, [and are]
much more qualified to fill these
needs than government.”

Cricket Center Program Manager
Wendy Myers spoke first for the Berlin-
based child advocacy foundation.

The center, which covers all of

1] ?’lf' N.
&SR

Southgate
Ocean Pines

Available!
Call 410.208.2782

Open
Mon. - Sat. 7:30am til Closing - Closed Sunday
Breakfast « Lunch « Dinner

BREAKFAST

7:30 - 10:45am
Specials offered Daily

JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

P1ZZA SPECIAL

Buy Regular Priced
Pizza Get a Salad

12 OFF

SPECIALS

Worcester County, has served more
than 600 area children since opening
its doors in 2009.

“Child sexual abuse is a crime of
secrecy,” Myers said. “Immediate
psychological affects of child sexual
abuse [include] isolation, fear, lack of
trust [and] oftentimes spiral them
into long-term problems, eating dis-
order, teen pregnancy, drug abuse.”

The center combines the efforts of

See WCDC Page 10

OF THE MONTH:
Spring

$7 Fling
$1 off at HHour

DRAFT BEER
FLYING DOG
Raging Bitch Belgian
style IPA

Spring Is For
~—¢_¢ Smiling

Will Make You Shine

® Teeth Whitening
e Missing Tooth Replacement
e Cosmetic Makeover

B
ATLANTIC DENTAL

COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY
12308 Ocean Gateway, Suite 6 ¢ Ocean City, MD, 21842
410-213-7575 * www.atlanticdental.com

Like
Us

r-'r' Many traditional insurances taken
= ﬁg B3 Plus, THIRD PARTY FINANCING Auwailable

oy
Lawrence

Michnick,
DDS

Fin City * Miller lite

Featured Beers:

STELLA Fin City's
Artois BLACK FIN

$4.9_5 $4.9_5

Atlantic Dental

e

New Patients Welcome!

/ \ £
) = . ]
-
=

Happy Hour
4-7pm

$4 OFF prinks

New Lunch & Dinner
Specials at
Denovos.com

. e
g

Christopher
Takacs,
DMD

Geoffrey Robbins,
DDS Retired
Founder
Atlantic Dental

Corey
Smith,
DDS

Just Click “SPECIALS” for Details.
Like us on Facebook! f
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Robert D. Park, DMD, MSD

ORTHODONTIST

Now In Millsboro
Braces for Children & Adults

Most Insurance — DE Medicaid for Children
Payment Plans

Friday & Saturday Hours
Peninsula Crossing by BJ’s

302-297-3750

s, |
" ] 7 IAMERICAN 3
@:‘ ISA E""ESSM DISNS%YER

MasterCard ° Visa * American Express ¢ Discover

e

410-742-2973
FREE ESTIMATES!

PDMbraces.com

Mg
N

&‘Km
eeds

invisalign®

Your

~

/ ~ Enjoy your summer...
* Driveways * HOA Community No More Pulling Weeds!
* Stone Yards Streets N We offer GUARANTEED

* Sidewalks & Patios * Phragmites
* Shrub Beds * Poison Ivy
* Natural Areas * Woody Brush Control
* Parking Lots * Wherever weeds

* Storage Yards are a problem

* Fence Lines (EXCEPT LAWNS)

Season Long WEED CONTROL
Or We’ll Re-Treat for FREE!

Locally Owned & Operated
for 39 years
Licensed & Insured
Certified in MD, DE & VA

NEW CUSTOMER FX- 0 T TV TVE [Topar Wy

DISCOUNT 325 |||:|= For F|rst T|me Customers

On all ord
\ y,"l i} | i ."‘ ' ;"v’ |‘
| A A} AL \

laced by 5/28/15 « Present Coupon after Free Estimate

Funeral Services &

Cremation Services

Frankford Chapel
43 Thatcher Street
Frankford, DE

302.732.9000

Long Neck Chapel
32013 Long Neck Road
Millsboro, DE

302.945.9000

Ocean View Chapel
38040 Muddy Neck Road
Ocean View, DE

302.537.2441

Cricket Center,
WCDC and WYFCS
appeal to council

Continued from Page 9

several agencies in one location, in-
cluding law enforcement, forensic in-
terviewers and social services.

“It’s really important to have one
interview so we’re not re-traumatiz-
ing the child by the system created to
protect the child,” Myers said.

During the previous fiscal year the
center provided services to 98 chil-
dren, including over 460 hours of
child trauma therapy hours. Cricket
Center activity directly led to 13 ar-
rests for child pornography, netting
149 years of jail time.

All services at the center are pro-
vided free of charge.

Worcester County Developmental
Center Executive Director Jack Ferry
spoke next on behalf of the Newark
facility.

Ferry called the clients of the cen-
ter, “the best people in the world.”

“We provide employment oppor-
tunities, residential services, day ha-
bilitation training, and
community-based individual support
for adults who live with an intellec-
tual disability,” Ferry said.

A 2014 grant from the town went
towards equipment and supplies to
help clients earn a paycheck through
employment, either at the center or
in the community, according to
Ferry.

“The main thing that we’re doing
at our center is employment,” Ferry
said. “We believe that economic inde-
pendence comes before social inde-
pendence.”

In 2001, client payroll at the facil-
ity was less than $25,000, according
to Ferry. That number grew to
$72,000 in 2014, and is expected to
top “six figures” in 2015.

Finally, Executive Director Steven
Taylor and Volunteer Coordinator
Maria Cusimano spoke on behalf of
the Berlin Youth Club, a program of
Worcester Youth and Family Coun-
seling Services.

The program presents a number of
projects and activities throughout the
community, including partnerships
with several other area groups. It was
designed to offer cultural and educa-
tional experiences that fill the gaps
between public and private school of-
ferings.

“Our goal is for the children to
learn and appreciate what the com-
munities have to offer,” Cusimano
said. “Each child is encouraged to
reach their full potential as a produc-
tive, responsible, caring person. We
try to build their self-esteem and fos-
ter creativity and promote team
work, and our community service
projects try and teach them to give
back to their community.”

The program served 85 children
during the previous year, with demo-
graphics split between 50 percent
African-Americans, 37 percent Cau-
casian and 13 percent Hispanic.

See BERLIN Page 11
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Berlin youth club

Fundraiser for fire victims, May 2 |

Three families, including
Johnson and two children,
displaced by Berlin blaze

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer

(April 30, 2015) Several families,
including Dikesha Johnson and her
two young children, were displaced
by a devastating fire at the Trappe
Creek Apartments on Bay Street in
Berlin on April 3.

Now, the community is rallying
around the families, and groups such
as Soulful Gospel Events are holding
fundraisers to gather donations.

“I heard about [the fire] through
Facebook and I wanted to use my
project called Soulful Gospel Events
to be a blessing to the families, and
just try to use the resources that I had

Don’t forget
Mother’s Day!

Carden Party Cupcakes
Festive Cakes for Mom

First Communion

Celebration Cakes

Graduation Cakes too!
Personalized with the graduate’s
photo & school colors.

Located on Rt. 54 in the
Williamsville Industrial Park 6 miles
west of Fenwick Island/OC
& 4 miles east of Selbyville

302-436-3616

www.sweetdisposition.com

8 P

to get the community involved,”
La'Reka Marshall said.

“Not only was Dikesha Johnson
affected by it, but both of her next-
door neighbors were affected by it as
well. I'm trying to get the community
to help me help them.”

Soulful Gospel’s fundraiser will be
held at Berlin Intermediate School on
309 Franklin Avenue on May 2 from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Marshall will cater
the event.

The Praise Dancer Gospel Singers
will provide live entertainment dur-
ing the fundraiser, along with addi-
tional musical acts and a standup
comedian.

“Anybody that comes, they have to
bring a donation in order to get in,”
Marshall said, adding that donations
may come in the form of money, as
well as clothing or food.

“It’s just whatever is laid on the
person’s heart to do,” she said. “We
know that they need new living room
furniture and we also have one young
lady [affected by the fire], her electric
bill is $1,000. So one of our goals is
to raise that money to give to Marie
Briddell so she will be able to pay that
expense.”

For those who cannot make the
May 2 fundraiser, Marshall said ad-
ditional items could be dropped off to
members of her gospel committee in
Berlin.

“Even if you do not want to attend,
I do stress that things can be dropped
off,” she said. “We’re trying to help
out all of the families affected by this
fire, and it’s a total of 10 people.

For more information, call Mar-
shall at 302-233-6160, or email
cleaningscents@gmail.com.

looks to introduce
children to culture

Continued from Page 10

Taylor said many of the children in
the program have “never been to As-
sateague, never been to Snow Hill,
certainly not Pocomoke.”

“Exposing these kids to these dif-
ferent communities is introducing
our culture, our history, who we are,”
Taylor said. “Taking them to these
places and exposing them to things
that are interesting and educational
is just as important as the Shorebirds
or bowling or the movies. It’s a great
program and it’s very successful.

“They do learn to become civic
minded because of the things that we
introduce to them, and also because
they learn well from one another,”
Taylor added.

now Hill

Maryland'

First Eriday

Shopping - Dining - A
Canoeing - Kayakmg Boatmg

Hiking - Fishing- Golfmg Lodgmg

Historic Tours

snowhillmd.com

rt Hohstlc Wellness

Liufe on Hre Runer
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Hill wins ‘If | Were Mayor’ contest

Worcester Prep fourth
grader honored by Berlin
council during meeting

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer

(April 30, 2015) Lindley Hill, a stu-
dent at Worcester Preparatory School
in Berlin, is the district winner of this
year’s “If I Were Mayor I Would” con-
test.

Sponsored by the Maryland
Mayor’s Association and the Chesa-
peake Employers Insurance Com-
pany, the contest asks fourth-graders
to demonstrate language skills and
social studies knowledge.

Hill was honored by the Berlin
Mayor and Council during a public
meeting on Monday, April 27.

“[She] has continued a tradition
that very few towns in the state can
claim,” Mayor Gee Williams said dur-
ing the meeting. “We’re very proud of
[her].”

Hill’s essay imagined a place called
“Happy Town” that happened to be
exploring the possibility of building a
playground with a skate park.

“In town, we took a vote and more
people voted for the playground,” Hill
said, reading from the essay. “When I
told the people of Happy Town that
we would build a playground, some
people were happy and some people
were sad.”

Looking to smooth over concerns,
the mayor of Happy Town held a
council meeting.

“At the meeting, we talked about
the pros and cons of our skate park
and the playground,” Hill said. “I
would try to make the citizen and
elected officials live in peace in Happy
Town.

“To do this, I would take them all
to another city council meeting. At
the meeting, we would talk about how
more children could use the play-
ground. Also, about how the other
town knows how to skate. Also, that
every child can afford the equipment
that you need to be safe, such as the
skateboard, padding for your elbows
and knees, and a helmet. After that
the citizens and the city council un-
derstood.”

JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Worcester Prep fourth grader Lindley Hill read selections of her winning,“If Were Mayor | Would”
essay to Berlin Mayor Gee Williams and the town council during a public meeting on Monday, April

217.

Thanks to the deft dealings of the
imagined mayor of the imagined
town, all of the citizens supported the
new playground following the second
meeting.

“Everybody in Happy Town was
satisfied and happy,” Hill said.

Williams praised the essay, and
warned that he could be calling on
Hill in the near future to fill in during
speaking engagements.

“I'm voting for her,” Police Chief
Arnold Downing quipped during the
meeting.

S

Williams said Hill’s essay would
move on to the statewide contest,
which includes essays from children
in seven different districts.

“We may hear more news, but
were extremely proud,” Williams
said. “Thank you so much for the time
and the very, very thoughtful effort.”

District 2 Councilmember Lisa
Hall extended an invitation to Hill
and her family to the April 30 meet-
ing of the Maryland Municipal
League at Fager’s Island in Ocean

City.

Berlin SWAT sent
to Baltimore to
help during unrest

(April 30, 2015) Among the law en-
forcement agencies called on to assist
during the Baltimore rioting and looting
on Monday was the Berlin Police De-
partment, which dispatched its SWAT
team to the city at 7:30 that evening.

The department was called on by the
State of Maryland Emergency Manage-
ment Agency through the Worcester
County Office of Emergency Services. The
state emergency management agency is
headed by Clay Stamp, who headed emer-
gency services in Ocean City for years.

The Berlin department sent six mem-
bers who reported to Baltimore City Po-
lice Headquarters.

Upon arrival in the city, Baltimore
Police Command assigned the Berlin
team to provide security for civil disorder
officers who were holding established
police lines. Berlin Police Units operated
in the area of North and Philadelphia
Avenues, which is the location where the
CVS Pharmacy burned earlier in the day.

The Berlin team relieved other SWAT
units who had responded from other sur-
rounding jurisdictions and had been op-
erating in that area since early Monday
morning. Upon completion of this as-
signment, Berlin officers secured later in
the morning on Tuesday and returned to
Berlin.

Police are maintaining communica-
tion with the Office of Emergency Man-
agement for possible re-deployment to
Baltimore as the situation unfolds.

énd Less... Get More!

Quality Value & Service that can’t be beat!
Proudly Made in the USA

Telescope Casual
Seaside Casual
Highwood
Treasure Garden

Beachside Poly
Replacement Cushions
Malibu
and much more!

Outdoor Furnishings
Rt. 54 - West Fenwick Island « DE « 302-436-9271

www.hitthedeckpatio.com
Monday-Saturday 10-5, Sunday 12-5

Complity At Sowice!

Marine Sales
& Service

- Bottom Painting

Racetrack Auto Repair
Auto Body & Trailer Sales

Berlin, MD
410-641-3
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10834 Ocean (%;;tewav

* Motor Seasonal Maintenance

- Storage, Cleaning & Detailing

Racetrack Auto Repair
10436 Racetrack Road
Berlin, MD 21811
410-641-5262

Racetrack Marine Center
& Auto Sales
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Berlin, MD 21
410-641-520

* Welding
* Tire Replacement
* Inspection

WWW racetrackoc.com

Trailer Sales & Service
- Trailer Hitch Installation

Smith’s Market &
Racetrack Auto Sales
11740 Old Worcester Highway
Showell, MD 21862
410-325-9715
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BERLIN BRIEFS

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer

(April 30, 2015) Among the topics
discussed by the Berlin mayor and
council Monday night were:

Yoga in the park

Mayor Gee Williams asked yoga in-
structor Emily Keen and Zenna Well-
ness Studio owner Chrissy Ehrhart to
look for a nonprofit partner before
seeking council approval for their yoga
in the park project.

Keen hoped to hold the program on
Sundays in Stephen Decatur Park at
6 p.m., and offered to donate partial
proceeds to area teachers.

District 2 Councilmember Lisa Hall
suggested the group look to Worces-
ter Youth and Family Counseling Serv-
ices for a partner.

“You're already giving free lessons
to the Worcester Youth camp,” Hall
said. “You're part of their summer pro-
gram of yoga. Maybe you and Worces-
ter Youth could partner. They could be
your nonprofit and you could take the
money that you were talking about. In-
stead of giving it to the schools, you
could donate it to Youth and Family
Services. | think that conversation
should happen.”

Williams backed the idea.

“Not to give you any influence, but
| think it's a wonderful idea,” he said.

Bulk pickup

Spring bulk trash collection in
Berlin will take place on Wednesday,
May 6 and Wednesday, May 20. Col-
lection is for residential properties
only, and does not include regular
household garbage. Vacant lots are
also not included.

Iltems must be on the curb of the
residence by 6 a.m. on the pickup
date.

Acceptable pickup items include
furniture, toilets and sinks, carpet,
mattresses, tables and chairs, refrig-
erators, washers and dryers, small

BERKSHIRE

HATHAWAY

HomeServices

|| 3 Bedroom
2 Full Bath
i Waterfront

*| 1808 SF

% 4 Bedroom
| 3 Full Bath
1740 SF

| $217,900

FOR A FREE MARKET
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appliances, televisions, microwaves,
c