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Berlin wraps major holiday deal

Mayor and council take first
step with down payment
on massive Tyson property

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer

(Dec. 25, 2014) The Berlin mayor
and Town Council ended months of
public speculation on Monday when
they voted to buy the former Tyson
chicken plant on Old Ocean City
Boulevard an eventually turn it into a
massive, multi-use public park.

The council voted 4-0 to make a
$25,000 down payment on the prop-
erty, giving the town a six-month win-
dow, with an additional three-month
option, to commission an appraisal
and perform feasibility and environ-
mental studies.

If all goes as town officials believe,
Berlin will buy the entire property,
which includes more than 70,000
square feet of office and warehouse
space and 62 acres of land, for $2.75
million from ownership group Berlin
Properties North LLC.

District 1 Councilmember Troy
Purnell, who owns a stake in the prop-
erty, recused himself before the vote.

Mayor Gee Williams said the town
was attempting to transform what he
characterized as an eyesore into a sig-
nature attraction.

The plant “was a major environ-
mental problem and concern in the
community,” Williams said. “There
was a long period of time when I think
most people wondered, ‘Will we ever
see the day when we're in a position to
do this?’

“This could be a real potential jewel
in the community,” Williams contin-
ued, “and it’s going to be up to the
community to make that happen.”

While the mayor said a series of
strategic planning sessions, beginning
in January, would determine the exact
use of the property, plenty of ideas
have already been discussed.

In October and November, re-
quests a skateboard park dominated
town meetings. Berlin resident Lisa
Cherivtch, who attended several meet-
ings and worked to organize a non-
profit to raise money for such a park,
called the Tyson deal “the best Christ-

See BERLIN Page 4
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The Tyson’s Park project took a mighty step this week, when town officials agreed to make a down payment on the property. Below is one concept of
how the parcel could be developed, although studies and other considerations would precede any development.
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Berlin agrees to buy Tyson parcel

Continued from Page 1
mas present in the world.”

Under the agreement with Berlin
Properties, the town can build a tem-
porary skate park during the provi-
sional period.

“I think the skateboard park has
been talked about in a very serious
way,” Williams said. “I was impressed
by how young people have come up
and spoken to me in groups and indi-
vidually for at least three years — and
it’s not just the same ones.”

A second provision in the deal
grants Berlin the right to stage a “3rd
of July” fireworks display at the site.
This would build on the success of the
20-minute fireworks show in August
at the Tyson property.

“It was very successful and people
loved it,” Williams said. “It’s an ideal
environment. There’s lots of water,

and it’s not in the heart of town.”

Williams said other possible uses
for the property include outdoor con-
certs and theatrical performances,
with the surrounding woods acting as
“noise absorbers.”

Nonprofits could host large-scale
fundraisers on the grounds, and exist-
ing paths could become hiking and
biking trails with little investment.

The site could also become a major
hub of the excursion train that is
under consideration by the Worcester
County Commissioners would run
from Berlin to Snow Hill.

“If that moves forward, one of the
options [is] they could put the trains
right into the building,” Williams said.
“It’s tall enough and it’s wide enough
that they could service the engines and
the passenger cars in a safe environ-
ment and not be exposed to weather.”

In that situation, the town would
retain ownership of the land, while
leasing a portion to a railroad com-
pany.

“If 50 years from now the railroad
ceases to operate, the town still owns
the land and we adopt the uses for the
best benefit of the community,”
Williams said.

The former Tyson plant could also
address Berlin’s parking woes. The
property is close enough to the down-
town area to serve as a satellite lot for
what Williams called “a very large, but
very environmentally responsible
parking area.”

“There’s potential parking galore,”
he said. “You could take a short trolley
downtown or, potentially down the
road, take the train.”

The possibilities, Williams said, are
endless.
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Berlin Mayor Gee Williams characterized the property as an eyesore, but it could become a major

attraction for the community.

With so much property, it
could have multiple uses

“Each area, you could have multiple
things happening and nothing inter-
fering with each other,” he said.

Current zoning laws restrict the
property’s use to industrial purposes,
meaning rezoning for public activity
could carry new mandates from the
state, including renovating the exist-
ing wastewater treatment lagoons and
collecting new soil and groundwater
samples.

Williams said the town made pre-
liminary inquiries on rezoning re-
quirements.

“Our efforts to be a sustainable
community are sincere,” he said. “We
believe we can work with the Mary-
land Department of the Environment
and the Department of Natural Re-
sources — remember, they’re in the
recreation business — and find ways
that can be beneficial without expos-
ing anyone to anything harmful.”

If cleanup is necessary, Williams
said the state would likely provide
grants to assist in the effort.

“There would be a great deal on in-
centive to say, ‘Here we're turning a
chicken plant into a public area of
multiple uses,” he said.

In a parallel move, the town also in-
troduced resolution 2014-06 during
Monday’s council meeting, annexing
90.5 acres of property on the east side
of Seahawk Road with the intent to
allow developers to build a new afford-
able housing complex.

The town is required to publish no-
tice of the introduction of the resolu-
tion in local newspapers for four
consecutive weeks, and hold a public
hearing on the matter at least 15 days
after the last notice of publication.

District 2 Councilmember Lisa
Hall, encouraged the public to attend
the hearing and the planning strategic
planning sessions.

“There are two things that are very
important,” she said. “They’re going to
be permanent fixtures to the town,
and we want your input — and not in
the grocery store. You do have an op-
portunity to come and speak ... and we
want that.”

Both moves bring Berlin closer to

Williams’ ultimate vision for the town
— in inclusive community rich with di-
versity, from its recreational catalogue,
to its housing options, to the way peo-
ple move around the town itself.

“I really believe that this Tyson
property gives us the potential, if we
look at this the right way and we really
roll our sleeves up, to take us to a
multi-modal transportation commu-
nity,” he said. “The car dominated
transportation and culture in America
in the 20th century, but multi-modal
communities are the 21st century. I
believe that very deeply, and I'm will-
ing to commit whatever time and ef-
fort and elicit as many good partners
as we can find.”

That includes the state, federal gov-
ernment, nonprofits and private in-
dustry.

“If you're a good partner, you've got
a good reputation and you’re offering
something the town needs we’ll find a
way to work together,” Williams said.
“People with real money in their pock-
ets are looking at the Town of Berlin.”

Anyone who has paid attention to
the history of the town knows this
kind of optimism is a stark contrast to
the Berlin of the past, when, even a
decade ago, most businesses struggled
to keep their doors open.

Williams said the turnaround that
allowed the Tyson purchase, among
other things, to become a reality was
“unexpected, but extraordinarily re-
warding.”

“I think we’re developing our own
Berlin culture, which is very friendly,
inviting and tolerant,” Williams said.
“We work hard, but everything we do
here should always have an element of
fun.

“When I became mayor, I thought
it would be all work with maybe a little
reward here and there,” Williams con-
tinued. “It’s ended up being a lot more
work than I thought, but with many
times more rewards than I ever could
have imagined. That’s the way I feel
about the job, and that’s the way I feel
about where Berlin is. I just happen to
be fortunate enough to be mayor when
all this is happening.”
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SUNDAY NIGHT SPECIAL

Prime Rib - #1695

14 oz. Tender, Juicy, Certified Angus Prime Rib
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AHI TUNA 0Osso BUCO WITH RISOTTO
Abhi Tuna ropped with Jumbo Lump NEW YORK STRIP

Crabmeat
DuUCK WITH PEACHES RACK OF LAMB
VEAL OR CHICKEN
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Push for Berlin skate park continues

Trickle of suggestions
grows into flood tide
of pleas and requests

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer

(Dec. 24, 2014) As Berlin begins
holding strategic planning sessions
next month and considers which pub-
lic projects to fund, one persistent
group may have a leg up.

Or, at least, an axle.

In October, scores of citizens began
to crash town hall and parks commis-
sion meetings to ask officials to con-
sider building a public skate park.

Beth Gourley, owner of Go Organic
Grocer, appealed to the council on be-
half of her two sons. Matt Dove, owner
of Punk Rock Fish Studio and a former
pro skater, pitched that the town to
apply for grants from the Tony Hawk
Foundation. Sixteen-year-old Chad
Joines even asked the council to in-
clude a place for bicycles.

Another resident, Benjamin Smith,
stopped by a Parks Commission meet-
ing the following week with nearly a
dozen kids carrying skateboards.

Now it appears Berlin resident Lisa
Cherivtch is galvanizing all the dis-
parate factions.

Cherivtch credited Gourley with ig-
niting the spark, approaching her in

September and asking her to join the
burgeoning cause.

“I have a son that just turned 8
years old,” she said. “We just moved
from a farm in Pittsville where we lived
for 10 years and I needed some kids for
him to play with, and some community
and parks and places for him to go.

“He wants to be involved in sports,
and one of the sports he’s really inter-
ested in is skateboarding,” Cherivtch
said.

Without a dedicated place to skate,
Cherivtch said her son and his friends
often take to the streets.

“Right now there could be, at any
given time, 10 kids in front of my
house on my street skating in the
road,” she said. “We have a fairly safe
road. I live on Jefferson Street where
the speed limit it about 10 miles an
hour, but I see kids on Main Street and
some of the other streets where the
speed limit is a lot higher. They need a
place to go where they can actually
skate.”

Thus far, Cherivtch has attended
two mayor and council meetings, as
well as one parks meeting, trying to
learn more about the process.

“I'm not real familiar with the way
government works,” she said. “I'm
learning as I go. I've done a lot of
fundraising through the school that I
work at, but that’s completely differ-
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ent. There’s a lot of paperwork and tax
stuff here.”

Although she admitted things are
just beginning, Cherivtch said, “We
have a really good team that’s form-
ing.” That list apparently includes
Dove, Gourley and Smith, along with
Ocean City business owners David
Leverton of Get Gnarly skateboard
shop and Jim Solomon of Swirled
World. Veteran skater Pat Truitt and
Blacksmith restaurant owner Justine
Zegna have also joined the cause.

Town officials, Cherivtch said, told
her things were “in the planning
stages.”

“They have not secured a property
yet,” she said. “Specifications on a
property have been somewhat vague at
this point. Right now they’re looking
for a temporary location, and I guess
Henry Park is being considered for
that temporary location until some-
thing can be planned for a larger, more
permanent location, which hopefully
will be in the works soon.”

In the meantime, Cherivtch plans
on being active, creating a nonprofit

group to raise funds and help in the
planning process.

“Planning and fundraising need to
be the highest priority at this mo-
ment,” she said. “We have a good num-
ber of people involved, so it is time to
get organized and get some concrete
plans laid.

“I'd like to really push for a perma-
nent location at this point, because
without a permanent location people
probably aren’t really going to be will-
ing to give,” Cherivtch continued. “We
have to be able to show them a plan
and say, ‘this is what you're going to
get for donating.’

The popularity of events like the
Dew Tour, Cherivtch said, are proof of
the economic potential skateboarding
culture can bring to a community.

“Skateboarding is a hugely popular
sport in this area and is continuing to
attract more interest,” she said. “In
communities with a large and growing
population of skaters, skate parks
should be just as natural an addition to
a community as a basketball court or a
tennis court.”

AGH ofters help on how
to manage chronic pain

(Dec. 25, 2014) Atlantic General
Hospital will be conducting a chronic
disease self-management class for six
weeks at North Worcester Senior Cen-
ter in Berlin beginning Jan. 5.

The model for this program comes
from the Stanford School of Medicine
and is designed to help people with
chronic conditions (or those who have
a loved one with a chronic condition)
live a better life. The workshop is facili-
tated by two specially trained leaders.

Examples of chronic conditions may
include diabetes, arthritis, depression,
back pain, heart disease or any condi-
tions that hinder you from living the life
you desire. If you have any condition
which alters your daily living in any way
you could benefit from this workshop.

Topics covered include:

» How to manage problems such as
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UNUSUAL « ANTIQUE
ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE

Open Every Day 10-5, Closed Wed.
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frustration, fatigue, pain and isolation.

« How to communicate effectively
with family, friends and healthcare pro-
fessionals.

 Nutrition and how it effects our
quality of life.

« Exercise to improve strength, flex-
ibility and endurance.

« How to make daily tasks easier.

» How to get more out of life.

« Appropriate use of medications.

« How to evaluate new treatment op-
tions.

The workshop is six classes of 2.5
hours each and will meet each Monday
(except Jan. 19 and Feb. 16), Jan. 5
through Feb. 23, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The class is free and open to all. Par-
ticipants must begin the class with Ses-
sion 1 or 2. Pre-registration is required.
To register call 410-629-6820.
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Sandpiper exec explains cost variations

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer

(Dec. 24, 2014) As negotiations be-
tween Ocean Pines and Sandpiper En-
ergy have more or less halted,
information about the utility remains
hazy, and pricing, not surprisingly, has
become a particular concern.

Last week Ocean Pines Association
Board of Directors Vice President
Marty Clarke alleged that the commu-
nity could buy propane cheaper from
Sharp Energy, a subsidiary, like Sand-
piper, of parent company Chesapeake
Utilities Corporation.

“Sharp, the same people who own
Sandpiper, will sell us gas for $1.27 a
gallon,” he said.

Currently, according to Clarke,
Ocean Pines is paying $2.96 a gallon to
heat their aquatics amenity.

Jim Moore, vice president of
Chesapeake, attempted to clear up the
confusion, specifically addressing con-
sumer pricing concerns.

“It is possible that Sharp could pro-
vide a quote for an individual customer
— likely not Ocean Pines in general — that
would be lower than our regulated rate,”

County worker
recovering after

fall down shaft

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer

(Dec. 24) It took more than an
hour, working in the cramped con-
fines of a 30-foot deep pump shaft, for
rescue crews to pull Worcester County
Wastewater Department employee
James Bailey to safety on Dec. 17.

Bailey fell down the shaft at the
wastewater station near Harbor Vil-
lage in Ocean Pines at approximately
8:30 a.m.

One of the three crewmembers
working alongside Bailey called for
help, and a team including Ocean
Pines and Showell fire departments,
Worcester County Risk Management
and Worcester County Emergency
Services, arrived on the scene.

Steve Grunewald, 1st assistant chief
of the Ocean Pines Fire Department,
said three emergency responders
made their way down the shaft,
roughly two-to-three feet wide, fixed a
full-body harness to Bailey, and used
an aerial tow truck to lift him to safety.

Bailey, fully conscious during the
rescue, was treated on the scene and
airlifted to University of Maryland
Shock Trauma Center in Baltimore.

Pump stations in Ocean Pines feed
wastewater from individual sources to
the treatment plant. At this particular
station, one of the largest in the com-
munity, one of the pumps had gone bad
and Bailey was working to replace it.

Deputy Public Works Direct John
Ross said Bailey was half down the lad-
der when he fell onto his left side, break-
ing his left leg and ankle, cracking a rib

See WORKER Page 8

he said. “Sharp, as with any unregulated
propane provider, has the ability to look
at the economics associated with a par-
ticular individual customer and make an
assessment as to a rate that they may be
willing to quote for that load.”

As an example, Moore said the
company would evaluate a large-usage
account “based on their investment in
the tanks and their delivery costs.”

“If you have a very large user, it may
be that the price calculated for that one
customer, as opposed to a customer
class, may be lower,” he said.

Other considerations include load
factor — whether the customers uses a
ratable amount of propane during the
course of a year — as well as the time of
year a customer’s usage peaks.

A ratable load, Moore said, is more
attractive to an energy company than a
customer whose usage peaks in winter.

Tein Us
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Historic Berlin MD
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S5pme7pme9pm
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“This can go the other way too,”
Moore said. “The calculated rate for a
smaller-usage customer could be higher
when they take into account the cost of
delivery on a per-unit basis. It takes just
as long to back a truck into a driveway
and connect and disconnect a hose for
an account that takes 20 gallons as it
does for one that takes 1,000 gallons.”

Moore admitted he was oversimpli-
fying, “but generally speaking that will
give you some idea of what may be tran-
spiring on a case-by-case basis,” he said.

Unlike Sharp, Sandpiper’s rates are
regulated through the Public Service
Commission. Moore said the company
decided to pursue regulation in order
to provide consistent rates to similar
customer classes with the expectation
that, as they introduce more natural
gas into the “blended rate” system,
prices would inevitably drop.

“We do have some flexibility but not
nearly as much as an unregulated
provider would have,” he said. “By the
same token, it’s definitely buyer be-
ware.

“Sometimes there are some details
in a contract with a tank provider that
need to be fully evaluated, such as, for
example, duration of the commitment
and other non-commodity fees.”

Ocean Pines residents are free to pur-
chase their own propane tanks and
choose their own fuel suppliers provided
they follow community regulations and
either screen in or bury their tanks.

Moore categorized negotiations with
Ocean Pines as “ongoing and confiden-
tial,” but said the company will continue
to pursue a new contract with the com-
munity, similar to the one it has with
Worcester County, allowing it to convert
existing propane lines to natural gas.
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Baked Oysters on the Half Shell $12
Topped With House Bacon and Parmesan

Steamed Clams $8
In a Chorizo and Chipotle Broth

Rib Eye Topped with Bacon Wrapped Jumbo Shrimp $28
Pineapple Teriyaki and Southern Succotash

Chicken Chessie $28

with Baked on Country Ham, Hollandaise, Bacon Wrapped
Oysters and Crab Cake

Rockfish on Corn and Crab Saute $24
With Fried Green Tomato Topped and Buttery Crab Sauce

Fresh Blackened Tuna Fajitas $22
With All The Fajita Fixings
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Dentistry has
changed...

Come see what modern dentistry is all about

Now Accepting
New Smiles

We file all claims,
accept all major
insurances, and
participate with

Delta Dental Premier

DePalma Dental
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Chamber’s new director
running right out of gate

Membership building
to get attention equal
to its special events

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer

(Dec. 24, 2014) New Berlin Cham-
ber of Commerce Administrator Jim
Volk barely has had time to set up his
desk, yet he already is reinvigorating
the organization and setting the table
for a busy 2015.

A former Realtor, Volk took over
day-to-day operations at the chamber
in late October. Activity had been at a
virtual standstill since August, when
Executive Director Joya Mattie
stepped down.

“We’re terming 2015 a ‘fresh
start,” Volk said. “It’s a fresh start for
the chamber because there have been
certain things that have not been
taken care of, only because of naivety
— not because of the person. Things
like invoicing had fallen off and we're
getting back on track.”

The chamber sponsors six major
events in Berlin. While not downplay-
ing his duties as a host, Volk said both
he and the chamber’s board of direc-
tors agreed events are secondary to
membership.

“The membership is the most im-
portant part, and the membership ex-
tends beyond Main Street too,” he
said. “You have people as far as Salis-
bury all the way up into Delaware that
are members of our chamber.

“There’s been such a keen focus on
all our events,” Volk continued. “What
I want to do — and what everybody is
in agreement — is that the focus needs
to either share or shift so that so much
more of the focus is on the members
themselves and what are we offering
them and how can we give them value
for their membership.”

That includes retooling the cham-
ber’s website, where Volk said busi-
nesses that ceased operations years
ago still have listings.

“We’re just cleaning up and reor-

ganizing so that we can focus on the
benefits to the members more than
anything else,” Volk said.

VolK’s pitch to lapsed or potential new
members, aside from the chamber’s
change in focus, includes selling the
town of Berlin itself to area businesses.

“I've only been here for two
months, but there are some statistics
already that are proving people are
very interested in learning more
about Berlin and their affiliation with
the chamber,” he said.

Visibility is also an issue and social
media seems to be a 21st century so-
lution. As proof, Volk said the cham-
ber’s Facebook reach has grown 300
percent since he took over.

“The reach is incredible and the
sharing is incredible compared to what
we were,” Volk said. “It’s something we
can share with the community as well
too, because we do special postings, like
for the fire department when they're
having an all-you-can-eat breakfast. We
want to promote those types of events
in the city along with new businesses
like Bleached Butterfly, Freeman Prop-
erties [The Freeman Stage] and Diako-
nia. All of those were spotlighted on the
Facebook page recently.”

Volk also restarted business after
hours meetings, held on the third
Thursday of each month.

“We had it early in December be-
cause of the holiday schedule, and it
was a great turnout,” Volk said.
“Mayor Williams was here and his
wife was here. We had a great time.”

Volk has a sit-down meeting with
the mayor scheduled on New Year ’s
Eve, and is excited for his new office-
mate, Economic and Community De-
velopment Director Ivy Wells, who will
take over operations of Berlin’s Main
Street program.

All in all, things are looking up for a
chamber that, as recently as summer,
appeared to be considering closing its
doors or merging with another chamber.

“We’re headed in the right direc-
tion,” Volk said. “It’s just going to take
time. I've enjoyed it so far.”

Worker recovering after fall

Continued from Page 7
and suffering some internal bruising

“You go down the ladder and it
opens into a big room, and that’s
where all the pumps are,” Ross said.
“Of course, the whole thing is venti-
lated and there’s air that goes into it
to make it safe.

“ He was going down this tube, got
part way down, and slipped and fell
to the bottom.”

Ross said the wastewater crew called
for help, realizing they “did not have
the equipment to hoist [Bailey] out.”

“Once that happened, you try and
let the professionals do it,” he said.
“They stabilized his leg and put a
splint on so it wouldn’t cause any
more problems, then hooked him onto

a rope and they hoisted him back up,
because obviously he couldn’t come
up on the ladder anymore.”

Bailey’s son has provided regular
updates to the wastewater staff.

“They operated on his ankle and
that went fine,” Ross said. “I'm sure
he’s going to be a long way back
though. You never know how bad [a
broken leg and ankle] can be.”

“The last email I got, on Friday,
said he was sitting up in a chair, talk-
ing to doctors,” Ross continued.
“They’re still using [breathing] tubes.
He was a smoker, so they probably
have a breathing tube to help him
out, but they say he’s in good spirits.”

As of press time, Bailey remained
at Shock Trauma.
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Berlin will
have a ball

once again

A New Year, another
party for downtown

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer

(Dec. 25, 2014) The reigning
Coolest Small Town in America is set
to ring in the new year in typical,
Berlin fashion — a large outdoor gath-
ering with a few drinks in the historic
downtown district.

Following along the heels of a
yearlong cavalcade of events, includ-
ing bathtub races and fiddler’s con-
ventions, the town will again
suspend open beverage container
laws and offer entertainment in an-
ticipation of thousands of guests on
Main Street.

Outgoing Economic and Commu-
nity Development Director Michael
Day said the New Year’s Eve party
was an “overnight success” when it
debuted four years ago — although he
initially balked at the idea.

“When they came and said they
wanted to do this I said, T don’t,’ I
wanted to be at home in bed with the
clicker watching Dick Clark or who-
ever would be on at that time and not
fool with this,” he said. “After the first
one, it was such a huge success. It’s
been a lot of fun.”

Town staff worked feverishly in a
daylong effort to remove the previous
night’s snowfall during that inaugural
year, and everything else fell into
place.

“It shocked us,” Day said. “We
thought 300-500 people maximum
and 1,200 showed up. We had no
port-a-potty’s outside and we hardly
had anything going on.”

“Big Al Reno” from Ocean 98 Irie
Radio will emcee this year’s event,
highlighted by the requisite “ball-
drop” at midnight opposite the At-
lantic Hotel, which will also dispense
beer and wine.

“The first year [the ball] was pretty
simple,” Day said. “The second year
we put hula hoops around it, and on
the third year we put steel bands
around it. So the outside has gotten
bigger each year.”

Incoming Economic and Commu-
nity Development Director Ivy Wells
said she is excited for her first Berlin
New Year’s Eve party.

“I've spent New Year’s in Times
Square before, so I'm interested to
see how this compares,” she said.
“I'm interested to see how it pans out
and what I can add and work on for
next year.”

Day called the event “a local’s
thing.”

“The stores aren’t open. There’s no
big economic impact,” he said. “It’s
more of the town celebrating the end
of the year — it’s kind of our gift back
to the community.”

The New Year’s Eve celebration
runs from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m.
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OCTOBER 24, 2014
IN THE MATTER OF THE MERGER OF EXELON CORPORATION AND PEPCO HOLDINGS, INC.

Case No. 9361

MODIFIED NOTICE OF EVENING
HEARINGS FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Pursuant to Order No. 86622, the Public Service Commission of Maryland (“Commission”)
has scheduled the following evening hearings for the purpose of receiving public comments
on the merger of Exelon and Pepco Holdings, Inc., parent company to Delmarva Power &
Light Company (“Delmarva Power”), at the dates, times, and locations as indicated:

Tuesday, January 6, 2015 Wednesday, January 7, 2015 Thursday, January 8, 2015

Beginning at 7:00 p.m. Beginning at 7:00 p.m. Beginning at 7:00 p.m.
Kent County Public Library Chesapeake College — Salisbury University
408 High Street Cadby Theatre Room TETC - 153

1101 Camden Avenue
Salisbury, Maryland 21801

Chestertown, Maryland 21620 Wye Mills Campus

Eastern Shore Higher Education
Center

Routes 50 and 213

Wye Mills, Maryland 21679

Written comments also may be filed by February 17, 2015. Original signed paper
comments' shall be submitted to David J. Collins, Executive Secretary, Maryland Public
Service Commission, William Donald Schaefer Tower, 6 St. Paul Street, 16th Floor,
Baltimore, Maryland 21202, and reference “Case No. 9361 — Public Comment.”

Delmarva Power is hereby directed to publish once in each of the two (2) successive weeks
prior to the hearing date, notice of each public hearing and the opportunity for public
comment by a display advertisement in newspapers of general circulation throughout its
service territories. In the display advertisement, Delmarva Power is directed to publish the
case caption, and case number, in addition to the date, time, place, and purpose of the
hearing. Additionally, Delmarva Power shall place on its home page a notice of the evening
hearings in a manner that a customer need not click on a link to determine the time, date,
location and the purpose of the hearing.

Furthermore, Delmarva Power is directed to issue either a bill message or bill insert to its
Maryland customers in their respective billing cycle that runs closest and prior to the
hearing dates, announcing the date, time, place, and purpose of the hearing. Finally,
Delmarva Power is encouraged to utilize social media or other means of communication at
its disposal to further notify its customers of the public evening hearings, as appropriate.

By Direction of the Commission,

/s/ David J. Collins

David J. Collins

Executive Secretary

! In order for the Commission to ensure that written comments are properly entered into its docket system, only

written comments submitted either by mail or hand-delivery will be entered into the Commission’s docket
system. Documents sent via email or facsimile will not be entered into the Commission’s docket system.

Close to 800 people get ready to plunge into the Atlantic Ocean at 2014’s Penguin Swim on New
Year’s Day. They raised more than $93,000 for Atlantic General Hospital.

Penguin Swim: freezing
funds for Atlantic Gen.

New Year’s Day dip
will draw hundreds
to annual fundraiser

By Kara Hallissey
Staff Writer

(Dec. 25, 2014) The 21st annual
Penguin Swim will take place on New
Year’s Day, when hundreds of people
will plunge into the ocean off 9ist
Street to benefit Atlantic General Hos-
pital in Berlin.

“It is a great family event that pulls
the community together and raises
awareness for the hospital,” AGH De-
velopment Assistant Heather Trader
said. “The Penguin Swim is not your
typical Ocean City event and everyone
comes out to celebrate the new year
with the ones they love.”

In addition to jumping into a 40-
something-degree ocean, participants
also will have the opportunity for some
picture taking with a huge, ice carving
of a penguin with a surfboard, com-
pleted by ice carver Eric Cantine. In ad-
dition, miniature pony, Frankie, is
scheduled to make another appearance
at this year’s event.

In 2014, close to 800 people plunged
into the surf for the swim and raised
more than $93,000 for the hospital.

Besides knowing that it’s all for a good
cause, swimmers will have other incen-
tives. Participants who raise $25 will re-
ceive a pint glass or a scarf and swimmers
who raise $50 can choose between a
baseball hat and a penguin novelty hat.

Those topping $75 will take home a
long-sleeve T-shirt or retro duffel bag.
Swimmers who raise $150 will have the
option of a sweatshirt, Outback hat or
a robe. A surfboard-shaped towel will
be given to participants reaching $250
and anyone raising $500 or more will
be able to choose one prize from each
level, Trader said.

The top three earning teams from
each category, which includes individ-
uals and adults, businesses, commu-
nity groups and under 18, will be
awarded trophies and prizes. There will
be a best costume contest and special

recognition will be given to the oldest
and youngest penguins.

Event organizers encourage partici-
pants to wear costumes, the more
unique they are, the better, Trader said.

For the second year, participants
who will be out of town on New Year’s
Day can engage in a “virtual swim.”
These penguins still raise money and
register online, but must take a photo
of their ice cold dip wherever they are
and post it to social media sites. The
photos will be shared at the event
through a live feed. To show out-of-
town photos on Facebook, Twitter or
Instagram, use the hashtag #OCPen-
guinSwim.

“We are thankful for the community
support. Bull on the Beach raises tens
of thousands each year. There are indi-
viduals who participate, where it is
clear they have been raising money all
year round and it was not a last minute
effort. It’s amazing,” Trader said.

Registration for the 2015 Penguin
Swim starts at 11:30 a.m. on Thursday,
Jan.1, at the Princess Royale Hotel on
91st Street, with the swim taking place
at1p.m.

Early registration, advance check-in
and prize pick-up will be available on
Wednesday, Dec. 31, from 2-4 p.m. at
the hotel.

An award ceremony will follow the
swim inside Princess Royale and it will
last until about 2 p.m.

To sign up for the 2015 Penguin
Swim or to make a donation, visit agh-
penguinswim.org. The event can be
found on Facebook at
facebook.com/penguinswim or call the
hospital foundation office with ques-
tions at 410-641-9671.

The event is always looking for
sponsors and there are five different
money levels from which to choose.
Make checks payable to AGH Founda-
tion and mail to 9733 Healthway Drive
Berlin, Md. 21811.

Proceeds from the event support
strategic plans started by Atlantic Gen-
eral Hospital and back its mission to im-
prove individual and community health.

See PENGUIN Page 11
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Dog boarding business
opens in W. Ocean City

All Paws builds client
list based on what’s
best for its pooches

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer

(Dec. 24, 2014) All Paws Doggy Day-
care opened in West Ocean City earlier
this month, but don’t expect the pet
boarding business to prey on the sum-
mer influx of tourists.

Owner Rose Stivers built the busi-
ness from the ground up, carefully se-
lecting her customers to ensure all the
animals in her care have a happy,
healthy stay.

Stivers was bitten by the dog bug
seven years ago, when her husband
gave her a yellow lab named “Brook.”

Penguin swim

Continued from Page 10

The hospital has been providing
health care to residents of Worcester,
Wicomico and Somerset counties as
well as Sussex County, Del., since May
1993. Since its inception, the Penguin
Swim has raised more than $800,000
for the hospital.
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“She changed my life,” she said. “She
brings so much joy and happiness to
our family.”

Hungry for knowledge, Stivers en-
rolled in a dog-care program at Wor-
Wic Community College.

“It was a three-month program for a
vet assistant certificate and I was able
to work as an intern at Ocean City Ani-
mal Hospital,” Stivers said. “Between
that and my friends who own the Paws
and Claws pet store, they started refer-
ring customers to me to walk their dogs.
It evolved into a dog daycare and a very
small dog boarding business.”

As the business grew, Stivers looked
to expand.

The new location includes 2,200
square feet of indoor space with two in-

See ALL Page 12

JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
All Paws Doggy Daycare owner Rose Stivers sits with one of her clients, Marley, inside the com-
fortable 2,200 square foot West Ocean City facility.
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All Paws plans to pamper its pooches Assateague

Continued from Page 11

door playrooms, as well as a large
fenced-in backyard that can be subdi-
vided into three sections.

All Paws can hold up to 14 dogs at
any given time. Each pet gets a private
room with its own child-size bed,
whether they stay for the day or board
for an extended period.

“That way they have a place to go to
if they need a time out or they need
some quiet time,” Stivers said.

A gated door, giving the animals
plenty of visibility, encloses each room.

“Dogs really do better if they are
around another dog and they are not
confined,” Stivers said. “It’s all open so
you don'’t feel closed in, and you get to
see what’s going on. I don’t crate the
dogs unless the owner crates the dogs.”

Stivers employs a mobile veterinar-
ian to trim nails, clean ears and care for

Pitt Stop

minor scrapes and bruises during their
stay. The facility also includes provi-
sions for elderly and handicapped dogs.

That level of attention to detail to the
needs of the dogs she cares for created
an extremely loyal customer base.

“Most of my customers I've been
dealing with for three to four years,”
Stivers said. “I know the dog’s person-
alities really well, so I know who plays
well with who, who needs time out be-
cause they get too stressed or over stim-
ulated.”

Stivers hopes to continue building
close relationships with a core group of
consumers.

“I prefer the year-round costumers,”
she said. “I get to know them, I get to
know their dogs. I like the community
play setting. It’s not your typical kennel
where each dog is assigned to a separate
run and they don’t have any interaction

$\
¥

4

with other dogs. Here, I encourage
group play and socialization. That’s why
I'm particular on the dogs that I take.”

Stivers does not take on dogs that
show any aggression and avoids those
that display heavy signs of separation
anxiety.

Size, however, is not a factor.

“I take chihuahuas all the way up to
great danes,” Stivers said.

Looking forward, Stivers hopes to in-
clude indoor agility classes and other
types of training sessions.

“That’s something I would like to get
into in the future, just basic training,”
Stivers said. “A lot of the owners of the
dogs don’t have time to invest in train-
ing a dog to walk on a leash properly.
Because I'm here and the dog’s here, I
can help them by working on that.”

For more information, call 410-390-
3118.
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beach walk
a tradition

New Year’s Day trek a
decades-old gathering

By Kara Hallissey
Staff Writer

(Dec. 25, 2014) Get some fresh air
and be surrounded by nature during
Assateague Coastal Trust ‘s 35th an-
nual Ilia Fehrer/Judy Johnson New
Year’s Day Beach Walk at Assateague
State Park on Thursday, Jan. 1.

Former National State Park Service
Ranger, Chris Seymour will be leading
the group north, up the beach to sce-
nic and pristine views, with Ocean
City’s strip in the distance. Everyone
will meet on the deck of the conces-
sion stand next to the beach, said As-
sateague Coastkeeper Kathy Phillips.

“[Seymour] loves to guide the an-
nual beach walk for ACT,” she said.

The retired Park Ranger has led the
New Year’s Day Beach Walk for more
than 25 years and only missed two
years during that time due to a gov-
ernment shutdown and retirement.

Seymour likes to choose a theme for
the annual walk and this year he will
focus on “finding your own island.”
The event will concentrate on revealing
the other habitats and zones of As-
sateague Island. He will shy away from
the familiar sunny beaches and wild
ponies’ aspect of the National Park.

The route will begin with the wild and
remote areas from the ocean surf zone,
back past the primary dune to the is-
land’s interior. He will pause in the inner
dune and highlight the difference shelter
makes behind the protective dune.

Next, Seymour will lead the group in-
land to see the shrub or thicket zone
where animals and plants get their first
shelter, while following sand grains back
to a unique, maritime forest, which is
being swallowed by the moving island.
The tour will end on the bayside marsh
where Assateague is rolling on itself and
making new land in the coastal bay.

“We want to invite the folks attend-
ing to come back for a little solitude
and absorb these different habitats by
sitting still, listening, feeling and even
smelling the subtle differences of each
one. Their own “island within an is-
land,” Seymour said.

The walk has uncovered skeletons
of sea life, clam shells from thousands
of years ago, boat wrecks, dolphin car-
casses and even a giant navigation
buoy was spotted from Egg Harbor,
N.J. throughout the last 34 years.

The length and time of the beach
walk varies, depending on the weather,
but make sure to dress accordingly.
The average time is about 1.5 to 2
hours. If it’s a nice day, Seymour can
keep talking and walking. People can
choose to walk as far as they want and
turn back whenever, Phillips said.

The ACT office started a tradition
years ago, when the beach walk first
began. Everyone who participated
would sign a clam shell to record the
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Former National Park Service Ranger, Chris Seymour, has been guiding the Assateague Beach Walk

for more than 25 years.
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The Assateague Coastal Trust office started a tradition years ago, when the New Year's Day Beach
Walk first began. Everyone who participated would sign a clam shell to record the memories, like
the ones shown here.

Assateague Beach Walk
a decades-old tradition

memories. This started when only 20
people were participating and these
days the crowds the walk sees would
fill up a few clam shells. The shells are
displayed in their office to remind
everyone how special the New Year’s
Beach Walk is to everyone involved.

Anywhere from 100 to 400 people
come out every year and the numbers
fluctuate depending on the weather. Last
year, the frigid weather did not deter
more than 100 people in participating.

“Some years everyone is bundled
up like Eskimos and other years its T-
shirt weather,” Phillips said.

The history of the beach walk is as
rich as Assateague Island itself.

In the early 1970s, Judy Johnson
formed the Committee to Preserve As-
sateague Island to draw attention to its
beauty.

Around the same time, Ilia Fehrer,
of Snow Hill, came down to As-
sateague on New Year’s Day wanting
to reconnect with the wilderness and
shake off New Year’s Eve. She was an
avid voice in preserving the wetlands
and shorelines on Assateague Island.
Her family continued to join every
year, even coming down from Balti-
more. The invite went out to As-
sateague Coastal Trust, formally the
Committee to Preserve Assateague Is-
land to join and members started par-
ticipating. It became bigger and
bigger every year, Phillips said.

“It’s a family tradition that turned
into an organization’s tradition. We
just keep it going,” Phillips said.

The first beach walk was organized
by Ilia Fehrer and Judy Johnson on
Jan. 1, 1980, the same year former
President Jimmy Carter declared
“Year of the Coast.”

The New Year’s Day tradition is
now named in their honor.

“Part of what this walk is about is to
remember our founders and their efforts
to preserve Assateague Island,” Phillips
said. “The continued goal of keeping the
island undeveloped and natural.”

Entry to the park is free for the New
Year’s walk and volunteers will be
present to help distribute hot choco-
late and cookies on the meeting deck.

“What better way to get out in the
weather and onto the beach. We are re-
minded how special it is to have As-
sateague Island in our backyards,
Phillips said. “It’s a great way to clear
your head and make promises for the
new year. Get outside and enjoy nature.
It’s the best way to enjoy the new year.”

Meet ACT staff and Seymour at the
Assateague State Park concession stand
at 1 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 1 to join the
walk. From Route 50, follow Route 611
south across the Verrazano Bridge, then
drive to the end of the road and turn
right into the State Park’s parking lot.

Call ACT at 410-629-1538 for more
information.

TERRI BRADFORD
410-430-6875

Associate Broker

BETHANY DREW
410-430-2602

Associate Broker

ASSOCIATE BROKERS

o CHECK OUT

OUR OTHER GREAT BUYS

Ocean Pines 3BR/2BA
Ocean City Condo 1BR/1BA ...
Ocean City Condo 1BR/1BA ...
Ocean Pines 4BR/4.5BA

$269,900

Ocean Pines 4BR/3BA

$274,900

OP-Salt Grass Cove 4BR/3.5BA
Sunset Island-OC 4BR/4.5BA
Sunset Island 4BR/4.5BA
Ocean City Efficiency

$625,000
$485,000
$484,900
$77,000

New Beach Retreat 2BR/2BA

Cape Isle of Wight-Waterfront 4BR/3BA...
OP-Waterfront Harbor Village 4BR/4.5BA.
West Ocean City 3BR/2BA Rancher

Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo

Ocean Pines 4BR/3BA Cape Cod

$234,900

$229,900

dILEMAN REAL STATE

Bradford & Drew

The Power (;F 2 Team

www.P02Team.com

FEATURED BEST BUYS!!

INCREDIBLE WATERFRONT!

¢ 3BR/2.5BA
¢ Waterfront
5| * Deck & Balcony
off Master BR
¢ Plenty of Outdoor
Space
ol * Boat Dock wy/Lift
) * Great Buy in
“The Pines"!

$389,900
LUXURY WATERFRONT LIVING
* 6BR/2 Full, 21/2 BA
* Deep Water Boat
Docks w/Lifts
¢ Walking distance
to Sunset Marina,

* OC & Bay Views
e Custom Fireplace

¢ Open Floor Concept

$2,500,000
o> NEARBY VALUES

Ocean View 3BR/2BA To Be Built
Salisbury Roger St 3BR/1BA

Newark 4BR/4BA
Salisbury-Harbor Point 4BR/2.5BA
Bishopville 4BR/2.5BA
Parsonsburg 3BR/2BA
Millville 3BR/2BA Rancher
Salisbury 3BR/2BA

$299,900

$69,900
$150,000
$170,500
$306,800
$139,900
$119,900
$139,900

c BUILD YOUR
DREAM HOME — LOTS

Ocean Pines Waterfront

West Ocean City 0.18 acres

Ocean City 2BR/2BA End Unit Condo
Ocean City 1BR/1.5BA Condo

Sea Colony East 1BR/1.5BA Condo..
Ocean Pines Cottage 2BR/2BA

chec!(
out this
weelk’s _

$229,900
$174,900
....$254,900
$165,000

Entertamment Lme-up

Colonial Village Ocean Pines .26 Acres

LISTYOUR HOME
WITH US!

in the pages of

OCToday and Bayside Gazette
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The Duet® washer with Adaptive Wash Technology
senses and adapts to clothes, so they look newer
longer; and colors stay vibrant wash after wash.
Making timeless style simple.

Now your new
look won’t
get old

=

Whirlpool

HOME APPLIANCE CENTER

Sales & Service
We Service All Major Brands!
Maytag | Whirlpool | KitchenAid | Amana

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm and by Appointment

302.537.2688 » CoastalMaytag.com
30459 Cedar Neck Road, Ocean View, DE

JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Berlin Police S.0. Chris Bireley pets his police dog Luke, who won third place in a narcotics sniffing

competition in October.

Berlin’s newest K-9 just
member of family, but...

Highly trained canine
can sniff out drugs, as
well as protect handler

By Josh Davis
Staff Writer

(Dec. 24) He might be the
youngest, shortest — and hairiest —
member on the Berlin police staff, but
would-be criminals in the area
wouldn’t want to cross Officer Luke.

Luke, who came to Berlin in July
2012, is the second police dog owned
by S.O. Chris Bireley. The first, Titus,
retired after nine years of service.

Bireley said the animal, a massive
German shepherd who cost approxi-
mately $12,000, was paid for mostly
using money seized from drug busts.

Titus was a “green dog,” while
Luke came with training from a spe-
cialized K-9 version of the police
academy.

“With Luke, we got him from a
place in Pennsylvania on the Ohio
border, and I just went up there for
two weeks,” he said. “I did some
training there and they came down
here and we had monthly training
here. We had a whole group of K-9 of-
ficers all over the Eastern Shore
come, and we had about 20 dogs, and
a trainer in Wicomico County trained
us two days a month.”

Luke’s primary role on the force is
to sniff out narcotics, usually during
traffic stops. In October, the dog took
home third place during the narcotics
search competition at the fourth an-
nual K-g Trials in Salisbury, Pa.

Bireley said the dog also comes in
handy when dealing with potential
burglars.

“If we get a burglary or an alarm
and the door’s open and it looks like
someone might be in there we can
send him in to search the building,
which takes half the time even if you
had four or five officers,” he said. “He
can search the whole building and, if
someone is hiding behind a door, he
can smell him and scratch and let us
know someone is in there.”

Luke is also an expert tracker.

“If someone runs from the police,
he can track them down,” Bireley
said, adding police dogs also come in
handy in cases involving lost children
or missing senior citizens. “It’s not al-
ways bad guys that we’re tracking,”
he said.

Bireley said having Luke around
makes the job “so much better.”

“If 'm working by myself I got him
— I got backup right there,” he said. If
I'm in a fight outside the car I just
push a button and the door pops
open and he comes right out.”

In one instance, Luke’s presence
may have even saved Bireley from se-
rious trouble.

“We had an area in town where I
arrested three people for drugs and
they came quietly,” he said. “I got
them back [to the station] and said,
‘There was three of you and only one
of me. I can’t believe you didn’t run
or fight me.” One of them said, ‘we
heard that dog barking and talked
about it, and we said no way. We're
not going to do it.’ That makes you
feel good that you've got that. Just the
barking alone keeps you safe.”

Despite his menacing appearance
and seemingly endless amount of en-
ergy, Bireley said when Luke is off

See NEW Page 15
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COUNTY BRIEFS

(Dec. 25, 2014) The Worcester
County Commissioners discussed the
following item during their meeting Dec.
16.

Crabs To Go

Crabs To Go on Route 50 at Route
589, has been added into the Ocean
Downs sanitary service area and will tie
into the lines that feed the racetrack’s
sewer service using 21 EDUs worth of
capacity but mitigating it with 10 retired
septic EDUs.

The proposal passed the collective
muster of the comprehensive plan, zon-
ing and planning commission. An ease-
ment will be required, the particulars of
which were still being worked out. The
commissioners voted to allow the
process to continue.

NASA facility to stay

A NASA facility in Newark has been
operating as a temporary special ex-
ception to current zoning laws.

NASA likes its facility and wishes to
remain, and so proposed an amend-
ment to the zoning code, which would
allow them to stay indefinitely. The pro-
posal was accepted unanimously.

Surplus property auction

When publicly owned materials and
equipment have been marked as sur-
plus, the public has the right to object
to the county’s disposal of those items.

Which doesn’t mean they will.

After being listed and advertised as
surplus gear for the past month, the
county moved to auction a number of
vehicles and equipment without any ob-
jections raised by the public.

Bids awarded

A number of bids were awarded dur-
ing the board’s meeting.

Cooks property — Allstate Renova-
tion $29,700

Purnell property — J&G Mainte-
nance and Repair $48,260

Brittingham property (well) —
Bundick Well & Pump $4,665

Brittingham property (septic) —
Clark Disposal $10,006

Ocean Pines polybutelene line re-
placement — WM Water and Sewer
$34,250

Waiver request

The commissioners, as part of Com-
munity Development Block Grant pro-

New k-9 joins
Berlin police

Continued from Page 14
duty, “he’s just a pet at home.”
“People think he’s mean because
they see the mean side, but at home
he’s just a part of my family,” he said.
“My son, who is 8, pulls his tail and
wrestles with him and everything
else.”

grams, are required to spend five per-
cent of grant funds before Dec. 27 to
qualify for reimbursement or to avoid
fund reclamation.

Due to backlog and other factors,
the county will not be able to meet this
deadline. They had sought approval to
start spending grant funds before they
had been dispersed, but the approval
and bid processes didn’t allow enough
time, according to county officials.

Board President M. Jim bunting will
sign a letter requesting more time to
begin spending the grant money before
penalties begin to incur.

Highway user revenue

Pursuant to House Bill 1059, local
governments are required to submit a
detailed report on how they used state
highway user revenues, due Jan. 1.

The report will reflect that Worcester
County used $472,202 in fiscal 2014
and $491,535 in fiscal 2015 to pave
county roads.

Bid specifications

Two bid specifications were ap-
proved for distribution, including
portable restroom services at four
county locations and a replacement
chiller.

The chiller will replace the one cur-
rently at the Berlin Health Service, and
has been budgeted to cost $75,000 or
less, depending on the bids.

The restroom services are for the
boat landings, parks, solid waste trans-
fer stations and the sheriff's firing
range and are estimated to total about
$18,000.

Pickleball clinic
for beginners

(Dec. 25, 2014) The Ocean Pines
Recreation Department in conjunc-
tion with the Ocean Pines Pickleball
Club instructors Frank Creamer and
Julie Woulfe will be offering a Janu-
ary pickleball clinic.

This clinic begins on Sunday, Jan.
4 and runs for four consecutive Sun-
days, ending on Jan. 25. Clinic times
are 4:30-5:30 p.m.

This clinic is a family-friendly be-
ginner’s course. All equipment is pro-
vided at no additional charge. This
clinic will held at the Ocean Pines
Recreation Department gymnasium.

This increasingly popular sport is
a cross between ping-pong, bad-
minton and tennis. The cost is $15
per clinic residents as well as nonres-
idents.

For more information or to regis-
ter, call the Ocean Pines Recreation
& Parks Department at 410-641-
7052.

Information regarding this clinic
as well as additional recreational
programs, can be found in the Ocean
Pines Fall 2014 Activity Guide. The
guide can also be found on
www.OceanPines.org under the
Recreation tab.

BAHRI:'IT IN BERlIN

g - INISH

YEAR END PRICES
ON ALL REMAINING NEW 2014 MODELS

Stk. #3334 MSRP $30,985

SALE $28,500

2014 DODGE IlllllANlill IIIIAIIIEl AWD
M,\, Stk. #3325 MSRP $48,725

X - $3000 Discount

mg e - $1750 Rebates

SALE $43,975
NEW 2014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SE

Stk. #3568 MSRP $25,985

SALE $21,990

After Discount & Rebate

Stk. #3573 MSRP $31,165

SALE $27,750

After Discount & Rebate

SAV.E THOUSANDS ON OUR LAST 2
2014 GRAND CHEROKEES

SAVE 54,000 ON SAVE $5,000 ON
GRAND CHEROKEE LTD  GRAND GHEROKEE SUMMIT

/i Y

oy =
Stk. #3637 ! = Stk. #3418
MSRP $42,500 MSRP $52,190

- $2000 Discount - $3000 Discount
- $2000 Rebates - $2000 Rebates

SALE $38,500 SALE $47,190

SPECIAL SAVINGS ON OUR REMAINING
2(]14 RAM 1500 EXPRESS TRUCKS

- QUAD  CREW CAB
2 CABAXA  AXADP
: BLACK  CHERRY RED

Stk. #3446 MSRP $37,915 Stk. #3662 MSRP $42,380

SALE $30,490 SALE $34,290°

* MUST FINANCE WITH CHRYS CAP * MUST HAVE A TRADE IN

DECEMBER MEANS DEALS AND HAPPY
HOLIDAYS FROM BARRETT IN BERLIN

SALE ENDS MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 2015

RT. 50 & OLD OCEAN CITY BLVD - BERLIN, MD

410-641-0444 - 888-641-0444
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BAYSIDE GAZETTE

" Thanks and we
* wish you the best

Our opinion this week is to the point.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
» 7 to our readers and advertisers.
Your support has led us to a great 2014
and it is our intention to repay you
throughout 2015 and beyond.
Thank you.
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Legislators facing old issues

Environmental
matters remain
to be debated

By Bryan P. Sears
The Daily Record Newswire

(Dec. 25, 2014) Something
old, something new, some-
thing borrowed, something
green.

The fresh crop of legislators
— more than a third of the 188
senators and delegates will be
new to their positions — will
debate environmental issues
that preceded many of them, in
addition to incoming Republi-
can Gov. Larry Hogan.

Hogan, who has made eco-
nomic links to many popular
environmental initiatives, has
announced that he differs from
the Democratic-controlled leg-
islature and his predecessor,
Gov. Martin J. O'Malley, on is-
sues such as the so-called rain
tax, the regulation of chicken
manure on Eastern Shore
farms, and fracking,.

Washing away the ‘rain
tax’?

One area where there might
be the most room for an agree-
ment could be the controver-
sial stormwater management
fee imposed by the legislature
two years ago. It’s the same
issue that Hogan successfully
used as an example of what he
said was a government so rev-
enue thirsty that it had found a

way to tax the rain.

During the campaign,
Hogan vowed to repeal the tax.
In an interview earlier this
month, Hogan said that while
he doubted that the law —
based on a federal mandate to
control nutrient and sediment
runoff from flowing into the
Chesapeake Bay — could be
fully repealed, he would seek to
eliminate the mandate requir-
ing nine of the state’s largest ju-
risdictions to impose a fee to
cover its costs.

“We’re going to repeal that
mandated fee,” Hogan said.
“Let local governments decide
what to pay for and how to pay
for it and let them be responsi-
ble to their own residents if
they want to impose a tax.”

The 2012 law required the
state’s nine largest counties and
Baltimore City to impose a fee
to cover the costs of the federal
mandate. Most imposed fees on
residential, commercial and
non-profit properties; Frederick
County imposed a fee of 1 cent
per property, and Carroll
County opted to pay for the pro-
gram from its existing budget.

State environmental officials
initially accused Carroll County
of violating the law and threat-
ened a $10,000 per day fine for
non-compliance. That fine was
ultimately rescinded after the
county agreed to a dedicated
fund for the programs.

But as with last year, there

will be some attempt by legis-
lators to eliminate the pro-
gram.

Sen. Jim Brochin, D-Balti-
more County, said last month
that the 2014 election was a
referendum on taxes in the
state, including the stormwater
management fee. Brochin, who
voted for the 2012 legislation,
said he would sponsor a bill to
eliminate the law.

“The people have spoken,”
Brochin said at the time. “It
would be a major mistake not
to respect the will of the voters.”

But such efforts appear to
have little chance of success as
leaders in the Senate and
House say they are willing to
consider allowing changes for
how counties pay for stormwa-
ter-related projects.

“I don’t believe it will be
eliminated,” Senate President
Thomas V. Mike Miller Jr. said
earlier this month.

Instead, the longest-serving
Senate president in the country
said he believed changes such
as the one favored by Hogan
would be successful.

The Senate is seen as more
moderate than the House of
Delegates.

But Friday, Del. Maggie
McIntosh, who championed
the bill in 2012 in her position
as chairwoman of the House
Environmental Matters Com-
mittee, said she would consider

See ENVIRONMENTAL Page 17
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Environmental issues pre-date many members

Continued from Page 16
changes to the two-year-old law.

“I'm always open to conversation,”
Mclntosh said, adding that she would be
willing to consider allowing counties to go
their own way and decide whether to im-
pose a fee aslong as they set aside funding
in a dedicated account that can be tracked
by the public and state officials.

“I do think that could be something
that all of us could agree on,” McIntosh
said. “What I don’t want to see is a lifting
of the mandate and counties with in-
credible stormwater management needs
that stop paying for their projects and
then come knocking on the state’s door
asking for money.”

The trouble with chickens

Legislators could also find themselves
once again having to deal with another
controversial set of water quality regula-
tions known as the phosphorous man-
agement tool — PMT to farmers on the
Eastern Shore.

The controversial regulations pro-
posed by O’'Malley are meant to control
the amount of phosphorous that seeps
into the bay by imposing limits on the
use of manure, primarily chicken litter,
which is rich with the nutrient.

Alison Prost, Maryland director of the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation, said the
proposed nutrient management regula-
tions work hand-in-hand with stormwa-
ter management requirements.

“Both of these issues are all about pol-
lution from run-off,” Prost said. “It’s es-
timated that 80 percent of the load on the

Eastern Shore comes from agriculture,
and we need a solution for agriculture.”

The regulations have been proposed
three times in the last two years, but they
have been delayed from implementation
because of opposition.

O’Malley decided to move forward
with the regulations in the final two
months of his tenure. If alegislative com-
mittee fails to delay them, the new rules
could take effect on Jan. 16 — five days
before Hogan takes the oath of office.

The incoming Republican governor
has vowed to fight the new regulations.

“We won't allow them to put you out
of business, destroy your way of life, or
decimate your entire industry,” the Re-
publican said.

Supporters and opponents of the new
regulations both say they stand ready to
press for a legislative solution depending
on whether or not the regulations take
effect next month.

“If we delay it any more, we may see
further declines in the bay and beach clo-
sures and the quality of water in our local
streams and rivers,” Prost said.

Del. Adelaide C. “Addie” Eckardt, R-
Eastern Shore, who will be sworn in as a
senator in January, was one of three leg-
islators who successfully passed legisla-
tion requiring an economic analysis.

Eckardt said she would like time for a
more complete study of the financial im-
pacts of the regulations than was re-
leased last month, which she said did not
meet the requirements of the bill passed
earlier this year.
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“I think we're putting the cart before
the horse, here,” she said. “Eastern Shore
farm families have been good stewards
of theland and the bay. There’s this com-
plaint that farmers shouldn’t be putting
manure in the water. It’s the image that
is out there, but farmers aren’t doing
that. This is about nutrients that are in
the ground and how they move in the
groundwater.”

That study by Salisbury University re-
leased last month found that compliance
with the regulations could cost chicken
growers, farmers and businesses be-
tween $22 million and $53 million over
Six years.

“In my mind, as I reviewed the cost
analysis, I did not think it met the letter
of the law,” Eckardt said.

Eckardt has sent a letter requesting a
hearing to legislators in charge of the
committee responsible for approving the
published regulations.

“Because of the changes in the legis-
lature, we need to have another hearing
on it,” she said.

Fracking regulations or a ban

Also on the agenda will be a set of reg-
ulations for hydraulic fracturing consid-
ered to be the strictest in the country by
supporters and opponents alike.

The regulations were forwarded for
potential approval by O'Malley, again in
the last days of his tenure. Hogan wants
an opportunity to review and possibly
put his own stamp on the rules that
could ultimately open up portions of
western Maryland to the controversial
natural gas extraction process.

The Republican governor-elect said
he favors fracking, as long as it’s done
safely, because of its potential economic

benefit to the poor rural counties. Hogan
has not outlined what he would consider
to be a safe process.

Meanwhile, fracking opponents ap-
pear to be gearing up to head to Annapo-
lis to fight for an outright ban.

“But for Maryland ... the safest strat-
egy for drilling for gas in the Marcellus
Shale is to not drill for that gas at all,”
Mike Tidwell, director of the Chesapeake
Climate Action Network, said in a state-
ment. “With sea-level rise and other im-
pacts of climate change now directly
harming Maryland and much of the
world, climate scientists say 80 percent
of the world’s known reserves of fossil
fuels must stay in the ground if we are to
have any hope of stabilizing the world’s
atmosphere. This includes the Marcellus
Shale gas reserve in America’s central
Appalachian Mountains.”

The Chesapeake Climate Action Net-
work is one of a number of organizations
that has supported legislation that would
have imposed a ban on fracking in Mary-
land. Those bills have failed in recent
years, primarily because Sen. Joan
Carter Conway, chairwoman of the Sen-
ate Education, Health and Environmen-
tal Affairs Committee, has wanted to
wait for the commission to complete its
work on possible recommendations for
regulations.

Sen. Robert A. “Bobby” Zirkin, D-Bal-
timore County and the incoming chair-
man of the Senate Judicial Proceedings
Committee, sponsored a fracking ban
bill last year.

Zirkin said he still supports a ban but
would not be the primary sponsor.

The Associated Press contributed to
this report.

LETTERS

Berlin Christmas Parade

Editor,

Berlin Main Street wishes to thank
the following businesses for their do-
nations towards the 44th Annual
Berlin Christmas Parade. Many
thanks and wishing you a Happy
Holiday season.

« Healing Hands Chiropractic

» Worcester County Developmental
Center

« Atlantic Hotel

» Worcester Preparatory School

» Burbage Funeral Home

« World of Toys

« Diversified Maintenance

» Worcester Youth & Family

« Bayside Gazette-Flag Publications

« Calvin B. Taylor Bank

« Berlin Coffee House

« Apple Discount Drugs

« Holland House

 Church Mouse Thrift Shop

« Gary’s Shore Service

« Shirley Grace Pregnancy Center

» Walt’s Trackside Hobbies

« Purnell, Inc.

« Harrison Group Hotels

« JJ Fish

« Seaside Plumbing

« Bunting Realty

« Alpha Beverages/Cheers

« Action Island

« Bank of Ocean City

« Coconut Bay Trading Company

« S & G Smith Properties/Racetrack

Auto

 Delmarva Power

« Claudia Nichols/State Farm
Insurance

« Burley Oak Brewing LL.C

« Victorian Charm

» Main Street Sweets

Letters to the Editor
may be sent to:

Editor@baysidegazette.com

And should include
Author’s name and city
Anonymous letters
are not accepted
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Wilsie Mae Foskey

Powellville-Wilsie Mae Foskey,
age 88, went to be with the Lord on
Dec. 15, 2014 at Berlin Nursing and
Rehabilitation Cen-
ter.

Born in Pow-
ellville, she was the
daughter of the late
Walter and Olivia
Bradford Lewis. She
was preceded in death
by her husband,
George Vincent Fos-
key in 2010. Surviving, are her chil-
dren, Gary Wayne Foskey and his
wife, Hilda of Pittsville, and Alice
Marie Scott and her husband, Denny
of Salisbury. There are two grand-
daughters, Julie Owens and Donna
Foxwell, and three great-grandchil-
dren; Mason Foxwell, Chase Owens
and Olivia Owens. Also preceding her
in death was her brother, William
“Bill” Lewis, and her sister, Edith
Phillips.

Mrs. Foskey had been a seamstress
with the Powellville Pant Factory. She
was a member of Powellville United
Methodist Church. In her spare time,
Wilsie loved to cook.

A graveside service was held at
Powellville Cemetery on Dec. 20,
2014. Pastor Joseph LeCates offici-
ated.

A donation in her memory may be
made to Powellville Volunteer Fire
Company, 5085 Powellville Rd.
Pittsville, Md. 21860. Letters of con-
dolence may be sent via:
www.burbagefuneralhome.com.

Wilsie Foskey

Dr. Donald Anthony Fleger

Ocean Pines— Dr. Donald Anthony
Fleger, age 85, passed into eternal
rest at Atlantic General Hospital on
Dec. 14, 2014.

Born Nov. 21,
1929, in Cleveland,
Ohio, he was the son
of the late Anthony A.
and Mary Nemec
Fleger. He is survived
by his beloved wife of
59 years, Mary K.
Fleger and children,
Kathleen Mary Tracy and her hus-
band, Patrick of Pittsburgh, Pa.,
Dwayne Edward Fleger and his wife,
Marti of Reston, Va. and Stephen An-
thony Fleger and his wife, Melanie of
Herndon, Va.

There are nine grandchildren,
Patrick Tracy, Christopher Tracy,
Timothy Tracy, Cassie Jackson,
Kirstie Fleger, Kalla Fleger, Katherine
Fleger, Andrew Fleger and Jordan
Fleger, and four great-grandchildren,
Madison Fleger, Lilliane Fleger, An-
drew Fleger, Jr. and Evelyn Fleger.

His family moved to Washington,
D.C. in 1940 when his father was
elected to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. During that tenure, Don
attended Capital Page School where
he served two years as a page in the
U.S. House. He attended University
of Virginia and was a 1955 graduate

Dr. Donald Fleger

of the Georgetown University School
of Dentistry. He then served as a den-
tist in the U.S. Army for two years as
a captain while stationed at Fort
Meade, Md.

Following his discharge, he moved
his family to Virginia and opened a
dental practice. After 30 years, he re-
tired to Ocean Pines in 1988. There
he served as an active member of the
Environmental Control Committee
for approximately 20 years.

Donald was an affectionate hus-
band and caring father who adored
his grandchildren and great grand-
children. In his spare time he enjoyed
boating, wood working, model build-
ing and watching the Washington
Redskins. Above all, he will be re-
membered for his love of family, op-
timistic outlook and tenacious drive
to never give up.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held on Dec. 19, 2014 at St. John
Neumann Catholic Church.

A donation in his memory may be
made to: St. Jude’s Children’s Re-
search Hospital 262 Danny Thomas
Place, Memphis Tenn. 38105. Letters
of condolence may be sent via:
www.burbagefuneralhome.com.

Eleanor “Midge” B. Powell

Berlin—Eleanor “Midge” B. Powell,
age 81, passed away on Dec. 16, 2014
at Atlantic General Hospital in Berlin.

Born in Dayville,
Conn., she was the
daughter of the late
Armand and Mar-
garet Mullen Fortier.
She is survived by her
husband, Jerome E.
Powell, and children,
Felecia Blaine and her
husband, Wes of Fair-
fax, Va., Wayne Barker Jr. and his
wife, Joanne of Grandview, Tenn.,
Sheila LaDue and her husband, Steve
of Odessa, Fla., Angie Burke and her
husband, Terry of Bethesda, Md., and
her stepchildren, Jerome Powell and
his wife Mary, of Pasadena, Md.,
Chris Powell and his wife, Theresa of
Ellicott City, Md., and Kate Korb of
Ellicott City, Md.

There are 22 grandchildren and 22
great-grandchildren (and counting.)
Also surviving is her sister Marilyn
Canjar, Denver, Colo., and sister-in-
law Phyllis Fortier, Marlboro, Ma.
and host of nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents, she is
preceded in death by her first hus-
band Lt Col. (Ret) Wayne Barker in
1975, and her brother Frank Fortier.

Midge and Jerry were married in
March 1981 and shared many years of
camping, traveling and visiting with
their well-blended family.

In 2000 Midge and Jerry moved to
Ocean Pines. Midge became a very
active member of the Pine’eer Craft
Club. She enjoyed many years of
friendship and crafting with her fel-
low club members.

By her family she will always be re-
membered as “Grandma Midge” with
memories of their favorite foods
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being on the table as they came in the
house. The annual trips will never be
forgotten with her children and the
hours of laughter and the millions of
times Jerry went to Wal-Mart.

Midge will live on through all of us
and we will smile each time we look
at her namesake Eleanor Jane, her
great-granddaughter.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
held on Saturday Jan. 17, 2015 at 1
p.m. at St. John Neumann Catholic
Church near Ocean Pines.

In lieu of flowers, donation in her
memory may be sent to the charity of
your choice. Letters of condolence
may be sent via: www.burbagefuner-
alhome.com.

Susan Bell Waters

Washington, D.C.—Susan Bell Wa-
ters died peacefully at her home on
Dec. 16, 2014.

A nationally recog-
nized association ex-
ecutive, Susan was
born in Denton, Md.,
on Feb. 21, 1951, and
grew up in Public
Landing, Md., on the
Chincoteague Bay.
She is remembered by
her many friends and
colleagues for her warmth, compas-
sion and for going out of her way for
others.

Susan was appointed CEO of the
National Association of Insurance
and Financial Advisors (NAIFA) in
2010, after serving as deputy CEO be-
ginning in 2007. Her leadership ex-
perience is deep and wide ranging,
including serving as president of an
organizational consulting firm, and
as CEO of the California Society of
Certified Public Accountants, the
Massachusetts Bar Association, the
San Francisco Medical Society, and
the Prince George’s County (MD)
Medical Society.

Susan’s skills as a leader were rec-
ognized repeatedly. Among many
other recognitions, she was the first
woman to serve as president of the
American Association of Medical So-
ciety Executives and the Board of Di-
rectors and as an officer of the
American Society of Association Ex-
ecutives. She was also a trustee and
treasurer for the Foundation of the
Business and Professional Women’s
Federation/USA.

In 2013, she was the recipient of
the American Society of Association
Executives’ Key Award, which recog-
nizes the association CEO who
demonstrates exceptional qualities of
leadership and displays a deep com-
mitment to voluntary membership
organizations.

Susan earned a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Maryland, a
master’s degree in Organization De-
velopment from the University of San
Francisco, and a doctorate of man-
agement from the Weatherhead
School of Management at Case West-
ern Reserve University.

Susan is survived by a twin sister,
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Marty Pusey; two brothers, Bill Wa-
ters, and his wife, Marilyn and Don-
ald Waters and his wife, Linda;
nephew, Ryan Waters; nieces Katie
Keith and husband, Jon and Sarah
Dryden and her husband, Michael.

A funeral service was held Dec. 22,
2014 at Makemie Memorial Presby-
terian Church in Snow Hill, Md.
Arrangements are being handled by
the Burbage Funeral Home in Snow
Hill. Rev. Debra Latture officiated.
Interment followed in the Makemia
Presbyterian Churchyard.

A celebration of Susan’s life will
also be held at the American Society
of Association Executives (ASAE)
headquarters in Washington, D.C. on
Saturday, Feb. 7, 2015.

The family asks that donations be
made in Susan’s name to two organi-
zations she strongly supported: “So
Others Might Eat,” an interfaith,
community-based organization that
helps the poor and homeless in
Washington, D.C., 71 O Street, NW,
Washington, D.C. 20001,
www.some.org; and “Smile Train,” an
international charity dedicated to ad-
dressing children’s cleft lip and palate
— www.smiletrain.org.

Letters of condolence may be sent
to the family via Burbage@Burbage-
FuneralHome.com.

Barbara Lee Mumford

Georgetown, Del.—Mrs. Barbara
Lee Mumford of Georgetown, Del.
passed away on Dec. 17, 2014 at the
Delaware Hospice Center. She was 69
years old.

Barbara was born on July 4, 1945
in Georgetown to the late Ollie D. and
Helen A. McCabe Mitchell. In addi-
tion to her parents, she is also pre-
ceded by her feline friend, “Flufty.”

She worked as a nurse’s aide in
home health care. She was an angel
and always did for other people. She
loved watching the soap operas, scary
movies and spend