
DECEMBER 21, 2017 BERLIN • NORTH WORCESTER COUNTY• OCEAN PINES FREE

Committee to plan
OP semicentennial
looks for sponsors

(Dec. 21, 2017) Sponsorships are
available for the next year’s celebration
of Ocean Pines’ 50th anniversary, and
include the opportunity for sponsors to
be patrons of several marque events. 
Plans for the yearlong semicenten-

nial celebration include an anniversary
sign dedication on Jan. 6, anniversary
license plate event on March 24, pa-
rade and community day on June 2,
golf tournament on June 30, 5k run on
July 4, beach bash on July 22, time
capsule opening and cocktail reception
on Aug. 11, racquet sports tournament
on Aug. 18 and winter gala on Nov. 10. 
During a 50th anniversary commit-

tee meeting on Monday, committee
member Tim McMullen said he was
especially excited to show off the newly
renovated Manklin Meadows Racquet
Sports Complex. Several new platform
tennis courts were recently added to
the complex, which already featured a
number of tennis and pickleball courts. 
McMullen is also the chairman of

the recreation and parks advisory
committee. 
“We now have the best outdoor fa-

cility on the Eastern Shore,” he said.
“This is a great chance for us, not only
to celebrate the 50th anniversary, but
to let people know what we have here
as far as this facility. It’s fantastic.” 
For sponsors, individual event and

overall backings are available, ranging
from platinum levels at $5,000, to
“Friends of Ocean Pines” starting at
$50. 
Gold level sponsorships are $3,000,

silver are $1,500 and patron/bronze
are $500. 
Larger, corporate sponsors will re-

ceive benefits including prominent
listing on 50th anniversary save-the-
date rack cards, entry into the 50th an-
niversary parade and plaques and
banners to be displayed during events,
among other perks. 
For more details, visit www.ocean-

pines.org/administration/sponsor-
2018-anniversary or contact Director
of Marketing and Public Relations
Denise Sawyer at 410-641-7717 ext.
3006 or email dsawyer@ocean-
pines.org.

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

After fire, Berlin family will rebuild
(Dec. 21, 2017) Hank and Julie Koenig of Berlin are re-

building their home, following a fire at their 100-year-old
residence on South Main Street last week that destroyed
family heirlooms and claimed the lives of two beloved
housecats. 
The home, built in 1914 and known locally as “The

Pruitt House,” had been featured during Victorian Christ-
mas tours of Berlin.  
Linda Walls, Julie Koenig’s sister, said she was on her

way to Newark last Tuesday when she got a phone call de-
livering the bad news. 
According to Walls, Julie accidentally left her cellphone

at home that morning and was busy at work, at a doctor’s
office West Ocean City, when neighbors reported the fire
to the Berlin Fire Company. Other responders included
fire departments in Showell, Ocean Pines, Newark and
Ocean City.  
After receiving a call at work, Julie went home at about

1:30 p.m. and the house was still ablaze. Hank arrived
later, followed by their son, Lucas, and daughter, Lindsay,
who drove from her home in Baltimore. 
“They were in shock, as anybody would be, and, of

course, grieving,” Walls said, last Wednesday.
She remembers standing on front porch with the

Koenigs, Tuesday night, surveying the damage with

flashlights. 
“It was an electric fire, according to the preliminary

findings of the fire marshal,” Walls said. “It came from the
den and the desk and the computer area. The left side of
the house was especially involved … you could see scorch
marks all the way up to the attic dormers. And there were
several places where the roof had holes in it.”

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Community support has been strong for the Koenig family in Berlin, fol-
lowing a significant fire at their 100-year-old home on South Main Street,
last Friday.  

JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

SEASON’S GREETINGS
The Town of Berlin Christmas tree, decked out on the porch of the Atlantic Hotel, shines brightly over Main Street, downtown. Included on the tree,
decorated by volunteers and town staff, are a series of ornaments representing both residents and businesses. 
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(Dec. 21, 2017) Newark resident
June Gravenor, 73, died as a result of
a car accident in Berlin that occurred
at about 10:20 p.m. on Sunday
evening. 
According to police, Gravenor was

traveling south on Route 113 and Bay
Street in a Kia Soul at about 2:10
a.m. when her car collided at a traffic
light with 19-year-old Berlin resident
Cody Bunting, traveling east on Bay
Street in a jeep. 
Police reported Gravenor was

taken by Berlin EMS to Atlantic Gen-
eral Hospital and then to Shock
Trauma in Baltimore, where she later
died. 
Rescue personnel from Showell

apparently took Bunting to Penin-

sula Regional Medical Center in Sal-
isbury. He had non-life-threatening
injuries and was released, according
to police. 
Berlin Police Chief Arnold Down-

ing said alcohol was involved, but did
not necessarily contribute to the ac-
cident. He said police are looking
into phone records and waiting for
medical reports. 
“There is an outstanding witness.

A black male was in a vehicle at the
opposite intersection when the acci-
dent occurred and spoke to deputies,
but did not leave his information,”
Downing said. “We’re waiting to
make contact with him. We believe
we have a phone number for a wit-
ness and we’re hoping it’s the same
individual.”
No charges are being filed at this

time and police are not assigning
fault, Downing said. The investiga-
tion is ongoing. 
Anyone with information is asked

to contact the Berlin Police Depart-
ment at 410-641-1333.
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Newark woman dead after
stoplight collision in Berlin

Notice of changes
that affect Rural
Housing Programs
(Dec. 21, 2017) USDA Rural De-

velopment is conducting a review of
all areas under its jurisdiction to
identify those that no longer qualify
as rural for housing programs. 
The last rural area reviews were

performed in 2012-2013 using the
2010 census data. This review, which
is done every five years, will utilize
the 2015 American Community Sur-
vey (ACS) data.
Based on the 2015 ACS data and

rural area guidance located in Hand-
book HB-1-3550, Chapter 5, the rural
eligibility designation is under re-
view for the following areas in
Worcester County: 
• Ocean Pines area 
Extends the ineligible area from

the Isle of Wright Bay down Turville
Creek by following Turville Creek
west to Racetrack Road (Rt. 589).
Follow Racetrack Road (Rt. 589)
north through Taylorville to Wind-
mill Creek. Follow Windmill Creek
north to the St. Martin River and its
tributaries. Follow the St. Martin
River east and southeast to the be-
ginning point at the Isle of Wright
Bay/Turville Creek.
The public shall have 90 days

from Dec. 1 to submit comments re-
garding the potential loss of eligibil-
ity for Rural Development housing
programs. Comments should be sent
to Mailbox@wdc.usda.gov. For de-
tails, or questions about specific
changes, contact the
Delaware/Maryland Rural Develop-
ment Housing Program staff at 302-
857-3595. 

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

11312 Manklin Creek Rd • Manklin Station Shopping Center
South Gate Ocean Pines Just Down from DeNovo’s

410-208-3879 • www.seafloorcarpets.com

OPEN: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm,
Sat 10am-3pm or by Appointment 

(Closed Sundays)

More than 25 Years of Flooring Experience

More Comfort. More Selection. More Value.

It adds warmth & value to your home,
for many years to come.

Ocean City & Ocean Pines’ Best Kept Secret

More than 25 Years of Flooring Experience
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NO PAYMENT
NO INTEREST

*

18
MONTHS10

YEAR

Parts & Labor
Warranty

INCLUDED

*

Call Today!
410-641-1434

*On Select Systems and Approved Credit 
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‘Not a race, it is a
marathon journey’
for Mayor Morrison

(Dec. 21, 2017) Pocomoke City
Councilwoman Esther Troast contin-
ues to provide updates on hospital-
ized Mayor Bruce Morrison, who
remains at Christiana Hospital in
Newark, Delaware following a sub-
dural hematoma on Nov. 29. 
Troast, on Monday night, said she

was “wishing I could tell you that our
beloved mayor and my dear friend
would be making it back to his town
to spend Christmas. Although we
don’t think that will happen this year,
this girl can still make that her holi-
day wish.”
Troast said Morrison was moved

to a step-down unit and given a feed-
ing tube and is “making baby steps
each day.”
“The doctors say this is not a race,

it is a marathon journey,” she said.
“The past two days he has studied his
watch as if he has some where to be.
My guess, he’s watching the clock till
he can come home. He has widened
his eyes in expression and has shared
a few mischievous grins.  
“His family and all of us ask that

you continue to pray for healing.
We still need that Christmas mira-
cle,” Troast continued. “It is really
hard for me to imagine Christmas
in Pocomoke without him here to
spread his enthusiasm for the holi-
days. He has an infectious spirit all
year, but especially at this time of
year. I ask myself daily, ’what
would Bruce say or do?’ My
thoughts are that he would say, ’I
trust you to do whatever you think
is right.’ 
“Please continue to keep him in

your prayers, keep sending those well
wishes with cards or messages,” she
said. “It is heartwarming the many
ways people have sent their well
wishes. The staff at the hospital
surely knows Pocomoke is the friend-
liest town on the Eastern Shore and I
am certain Bruce can feel the love.”
Cards and notes can be sent to

Christiana Hospital, Neuro Critical
Care 2D room #2B06, 4755 Ogle-
town-Stanton Road, Newark,
Delaware, 19713.

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

Snow Hill’s burgeoning art scene
(Dec. 21, 2017) For a town of about 2,100, an unusually

high number of artists live and work in Snow Hill. 
A rough estimate is that about two-dozen people are

creating art or running studios and galleries, while the
works artists create and galleries shows range from blown
glass to oil paintings to experimental art.
On Tuesday, five prominent artists convened in the old

firehouse on West Green Street to talk about what makes
the Snow Hill art scene unique and why people unfamiliar
with it should take notice. 
Jim Adcock operates Adcock Studio and Gallery on 106

East Green Street, both a working gallery and a place to
display his paintings. He is also a regular contributor to
the Bayside Gazette.
Decoy carver and woodcarver Doug Fisher has a resi-

dency each Tuesday and Wednesday, offering carving
demonstrations inside Bishop’s Stock Fine Art, Craft &
Wine on 202 West Green Street. 
Painter Paul Volker operates Green Pearl Contempo-

rary Fine Art on 114 Pearl Street and is perfecting a tech-
nique using recycled plastic and Styrofoam in sculpture
and mixed media. He runs the website directory
www.snowhillarts.com.

Nancy Ellen Thompson runs Nancy Ellen Thompson
Studio & Gallery on 107 Pearl Street, primarily a working
studio for her watercolor paintings. She also takes groups
to Europe on painting and sketching trips and teaches
workshops in town.

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
For a small town, Snow Hill is rich with artists, studios and galleries. Pic-
tured, from left, are Paul Volker, Doug Fisher, Don Cheeseman and Jim
Adcock. Nancy Ellen Thompson is seated. 

JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Sturgis Park in Snow Hill is lit up by a tall, artificial Christmas tree covered in strands of lights and beaming over the scenic Pocomoke River. 

See TOWN Page 8

BILL CANNON’S GARAGE, INC.
FOR ALL OF YOUR AUTO CARE NEEDS
•  Transmission Repair  •  Emission and Inspections

•  Onboard Computer Diagnostics
•  Engine Repair and Rebuild  •  Brake Service

•  and Much More!
36389 DuPont Blvd - Rt 113 Selbyville -

3 miles North of MD-DE line

302-436-4200
Established
in 1984

“CERTIFIED NAPA SERVICE CENTER”
With a Nationwide Warranty Program



AINS proposes doubling seven-day pass fee

(Dec. 21, 2017) During the past
three years, an average of 368 visitors
to the Assateague Island National
Seashore were assessed a charge for
going to the park on a bus tour with a
non-commercial group.
The National Park Service is con-

sidering raising that fee from $5 per
person for a seven-day pass to $10
per person to bring the rate in line
with what other parks charge. 
“We certainly want to keep recre-

ational use of the park affordable,”
Park Superintendant Deborah Dar-
den said. “With this change, we will
keep our prices in line with other Na-
tional Seashores around the country.” 
The park service estimates about

2.3 million people visit the National

Seashore each year. 
“Eighty percent of the money col-

lected from entrance and camping
fees stays right here at Assateague to
improve facilities, infrastructure, and
visitor services,” Darden said.
Entrance fees for non-commercial

groups visiting the park by bus are
not charged to persons under 16
years of age or to holders of the
America the Beautiful National Parks
and Federal Recreational Senior, Ac-

cess, Military, and Every Kid in a
Park (fourth grade) passes. These
passes may be obtained at the
seashore.
The proposed change will also not

affect visitors entering the park via
Chincoteague National Wildlife
Refuge, only those entering the park
through the Maryland entrance.
“We invite the public to share their

thoughts and comments,” Darden
said. Comments can be submitted to

the online NPS Planning, Environ-
ment, and Public Comment website
at: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/AS-
ISFeeIncrease2018 before Jan. 19,
2018.
Alternatively, written comments

can be mailed to Superintendent
Deborah Darden ATTN: Fee Change
Comments Assateague Island Na-
tional Seashore, 7206 National
Seashore Lane, Berlin, Maryland
21811.
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Snow Hill inches closer to property purchase

(Dec. 21, 2017) Snow Hill govern-
ment’s desire to purchase a property
adjacent to the public works build-
ing on Cypress Lane became more
formal last Tuesday, when the Town
Council unanimously approved a
resolution allowing for the sale.
Cost estimates, however, are still

being worked out, according to
Mayor Charlie Dorman, who added
that he expects the final price to be
less than $200,000. 

“We haven’t purchased it yet – we
just had to do a resolution so we
could purchase it once things are
final,” he said. 
He said the property, a five-acre

former chicken plant, would be used
for future expansion of the sewer
plant. Dorman said money had been
set-aside in a savings account for
just that purpose. 
“It might not be now – it might be

20 years from now – but it’s the only
property that’s next door to it and
will take our sewer plant to over a
million gallons, if we ever grow
down here,” Dorman said. “If you
wouldn’t buy it now and you tried to
buy it 20 years from now, it might
be twice the price or three times the

price, or somebody might try to put
a house on it.”
He added there was “no opposi-

tion whatsoever” from the council. 
“The next step is, once we get our

title insurance and all the other stuff
and make sure everything’s in line,
we just purchase it,” he said. “We’ve
been negotiating the price of this for
almost a year. Right now, it’s under
$200,000.” 
Dorman said a 30-day extension

was a part of the negotiations, to
allow for an additional survey of the
property. 
“We want to put it all together so

that, when we buy it … the citizens
of the town are not getting screwed,”
he said. 

Also during the meeting, the
council discussed conversion of the
Oscar M. Purnell House on East
Market Street, currently owned by
the town, to a doctor’s office. 
“We’re working on an agreement

with those people to finalize what
they’re going to put into it, and
they’re hoping to be open in June,”
Dorman said. “That’ll put eight doc-
tors there … [and] they’re looking to
spend $600,000 to renovate that
building.”
Dorman said what would have

been the final work session of the
year on Dec. 26, would not be held.
The Snow Hill mayor and council
are scheduled to meet again on Jan.
2. 

Town in negotiations to buy
former chicken plant next
to public works building

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

Park considers raising rate
from $5 to $10; comments
accepted before Jan. 19

Check out the

Looking for a new home?

COASTAL
REAL ESTATE G

UIDE
On newsstands and

online at Oceancitytoday.net
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LOCAL ART • VINTAGE
UNUSUAL • ANTIQUE

ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGEOpen Thu.–Tue., 10–5, Wed. by chance
302.927.0049

On the corner, south of the stoplight
33034 Main St., Dagsboro
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She said all the windows were shat-
tered, many of which were original to
when the home was built.
The fire, Walls said, did slightly

less damage to the right side of the
house, although smoke and water
damage persisted throughout.
“It was very much in the air still –

the results of the fire and the odor,”
she said. “I know I was coughing a
lot.” 
The Koenigs celebrated their an-

nual Christmas
party the previ-
ous Saturday
and were known
for their love of
holiday. The
house was heav-
ily decorated, in-
side and out,
with tinsel,
lights and scores
of antique deco-
rations. Walls

said one tree in the home had about
1,500 ornaments. 
“They’re so into Christmas and

Christmas tradition, and all of the
family Christmas pieces that have
been handed down [were damaged or
destroyed],” Walls said. 
Also lost were two of three family

cats, Bud-Bud, a large, yellow cat with
a bent ear, and Oreo, who was black
and white. Walls said both were about
15 years old. 
“That was the toughest thing to

hear, because they’re so close to their
cats and always have been over the
years,” she said. “They usually have
about three or four cats at a time, and
they’re all gigantic and they all live
their lifespan with them. They’ve had
probably three generations of cats –
maybe four – in that house.
“For all of them it’s so hard, but

Hank is just such an animal lover,”
Walls added. “He loves all animals,
but especially cats.” 
Dalí, named after painter Salvador

Dalí, was outside at the time of the fire
and survived. 
Walls said the family was humbled

by the outpouring of community sup-
port that started immediately after
news of the fire spread. 
“So many loving people they knew

and people they didn’t know were
walking up to the sidewalk [last Tues-
day] …  saying ‘we want to help, what
can we do to help?’” Walls said. “It’s
really hard for them to accept help,
because they’re giving people and re-
ceiving is difficult for them.”
A GoFundMe page, as of Monday,

raised $11,415 of a $10,000 goal in
just five days. 
Sherrie Beckstead set up the page,

designed to cover noninsured ex-
penses associated with the fire. 
“We have known the Koenig family

since they moved to South Main
Street [in 1995]. Our children grew up
together and have shared commemo-
rative moments as families and

friends,” Beckstead said. “Our entire
family and all of the neighbors are
deeply saddened. Julie and Hank ex-
emplify the passion and pride of the
Berlin family community.”
Walls, in an email on Friday, added

it “just blows my mind how folks in
Berlin have been mobilizing to help in
a myriad of amazing ways.”
“[Hank and Julie] would like to

thank the five volunteer fire compa-
nies who responded, neighbors,
friends and local churches who of-
fered immediate prayers and comfort,
the Beckstead family who set up a Go-
FundMe page, the Facebook commu-
nity for providing donations and
words of encouragement, the
Waystead Inn, Ivy Wells and the
Town of Berlin, and all the folks, both
known and unknown, who have of-
fered a helping hand, supplies,
prayers, donations and love,” she
said. “Out of this trying time has
emerged an abundance of goodness.”
She said the Koenigs are planning

on “rehabbing wherever possible and
rebuilding the sections [on the home]
where the fire was worse.”
The Berlin Welcome Center is ac-

cepting donations on behalf of the
family, which can be dropped off
Monday through Friday from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., except Dec. 22 and 26, or
mailed to Berlin Welcome Center, 14
South Main Street, Berlin, Maryland,
21811.
Walls said items needed include

gift cards to Home Depot, Marshall’s,
Goodwill, ReStore, Dollar General
and local restaurants. 
A list of additional items needed

include:
• Small and medium storage bins

with lids and handles, or larger bins
with wheels
• Battery-powered or solar lanterns
• Battery-operated motion lights
• AA, C and D batteries
• Canned or bagged cat food 
• Cleaning products to clean soot

from glassware, wood and other sur-
faces
• Paper towels and soft rags for

cleanings 
• Buckets
• Sandwich and quart-sized freezer

bags
• Large trashcans with lids and

trash bags
• Breathing masks to use while

cleaning the home
• Quilted or cushioned containers

for packing dishware and glassware,
including clean, empty egg cartons
• Boxes and bins designed for pack-

ing ornaments
• Insulated mailing bags for pack-

ing wall art
• Bubble wrap 
• Bottled water and healthy snacks

for volunteers, including granola or
energy bars, juice boxes and apples
• Bath towels, new or old, for pack-

ing
For questions, contact Walls at

410-758-7335.

Berlin Welcome Center helps
gather donations for Koenigs
� AFTER continued
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season The Cricket Center Foundation would like to thank
community oor their generosity. In the 15 months since the
created we have raised over $50,000 oor The Cricket Cen
Worcester County’s only child advocacy program foor abus
these funds they were able to purchase the Cortexflo med
equipment that is specifically designed to meet the unique
medical exams for physical and sexual abuse victims. Thi
purchasing new recording equipment that will be used in c
perpetrators as they are prosecuted.

These funds were raised because of the generous dona
many businesses and friends. We would especially like to

The Hobbit Restaurant, Ocean City, Md. and Garvey Heide
The Green Turtle Resort & Marina, Abacos, Bahamas and
Combustion Music, Nashville, Teenn. and Chris Farren

We are also so grateful for the tremendous group of wo
Cricket Center that open their hearts day in and out foor the
their faamilies. We are truly blessed to have them.

We hope that all of you have a wonderful holiday seaso
will continue to help us to raise funds as we fight this epid
children Please also help us as we try to raise awareness
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Mold found, but no
air quality hazard
at Pines yacht club

(Dec. 21, 2017) Ocean Pines officials
are working to remove a small amount
of mold found at the yacht club that was
not found to be hazardous to the air
quality.
Costs are thought to be negligible and

remediation efforts are not believed to
disrupt normal winter hours at the facil-
ity, according to General Manager John
Bailey.   
“The analysis for overall air quality is

fine. We’re well within the guidelines for
safe operation and occupancy. However,
we do have some mold issues to take
care of and we set about immediately to
take care of them,” Bailey said Tuesday. 
Bailey said “heavy spore counts” and

elevated humidity were found in the attic
of the waterfront property. 
“Contractors are installing an air

scrubber and a dehumidifier, and we’re
also cleaning the registers with a bio-
cide,” Bailey said. “It’s believe that the
problem stemmed from moisture
buildup during the summer months,
therefore we’re also having an HVAC
contractor evaluate the entire system for
any leaks and/or any other adjustments
we need to make in order to deal with fu-
ture condensation issues.”
He said a specialist would take addi-

tional samples and perform a more de-
tailed inspection of the yacht club,
including using a camera to look at con-
ditions inside of the walls. 
“Right now those areas are contained,

so there’s nothing to worry about from a
breathing and operational standpoint,”
Bailey said. 
A cost estimate for remediation ef-

forts was not available, although Bailey
does not believe it will be significant. 
“This is little stuff as far as putting the

scrubber in and doing some cleaning.
Right now we’re not doing anything
major,” he said. 
Bailey went on to say mold is a com-

mon problem, especially in coastal areas
and places where humidity is high. 
“A lot of people don’t know that –

they hear the word mold and immedi-
ately jump to, ‘oh my God, the world is
coming to an end,’” he said. 

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

Temporary closure at YMCA pool

(Dec. 21, 2017) The pool at the
Lower Shore Family YMCA in
Pocomoke City will close until late
spring, while the dehumidification
system is replaced at a cost of more
than $500,000, according to Robbie
Gill, CEO of YMCA of the Chesapeake. 
Gill estimated more than 10,000

people in Worcester County and sur-
rounding areas use the pool each year. 
“There’s no damage as it relates to

the pool itself,” he said. “The dehu-
midification system that’s utilized to
control the humidity and airspace
temperature is an old unit that was
original from when the building was

built, so that unit has to be replaced.” 
He said the nonprofit went through

an engineering process and solicited
bids, and plans are to close the pool
this week. Gill said no other part of
Lower Shore Family YMCA operations
would be affected. 
“The problem we’re running into is,

to operate the pool in this cold
weather and not have a dehumidifica-
tion system would have a negative im-
pact on the building itself,” Gill said.
“We’re better off to just go ahead and
close it to protect the building, and
that gives us a chance to do some up-
grades to the painting and some up-
grades to the structure.
“The facility is fine, it’s just that unit

that’s met is life expectancy and needs
to be replaced,” he added. “Those are
customized units, so they’re not some-
thing you can buy on the shelf. They’re
a substantial investment, to over a

half-million dollars, [but] that pool is
a crucial asset to the community, so
you’ve got to take care of it. That’s
where we teach kids to swim and do
water-safety programs and everything
else.” 
Hill said the facility is one of the

main pools serving Worcester and
Somerset Counties. Water-safety pro-
grams are offered to fourth graders in
both counties and high school swim
teams use the pool as a practice facil-
ity, not to mention all the program-
ming offered for YMCA members.
“It’s an important asset and we

need to take care of it,” he said. “That
facility’s been there for coming up on
20 years – it met its match with Father
Time and it’s time to be replaced.” 
Contributions to the pool repairs or

to YMCA operations can be made by
visiting the website www.ymcachesa-
peake.org/give.

Pocomoke facility replacing
outdated dehumidification
system; funds being raised

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor
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Don Cheeseman recently opened
Swimming Dog, where he makes
fused glass pieces, instructs classes
and rents out use of his kilns, and
runs a small retail space. 
Additionally, Ann Coates operates

Bishop Stock, Ellen Tolliver and Gary
Weber run Regal Beast Clay Studio,
Jan Coulbourne oversees 101 Green
Street Gallery, Kelly Deutsch heads
Vintage Pink Quilt Studio on 212
North Washington Street, Jack Hel-
gelson runs A Diamond On Pearl on
109 Pearl Street and David Thomp-
son will soon open 1/2 Gallery on 301

North Washington Street. 
Other artists of note in Snow Hill

are Jerry Nolte, Olga Deshields, Steve
Mathews, Christine Taylor, Joe
Scukanec, Dawn Tarr, Sharon Himes
and Scott Dolby. 
More notable than having so many

spaces for art, Volker said, is how
many people in the town actually
make things.
“There’s a lot of small towns that

have a lot of interesting things to see
in gift shops … but I think the fact
that there are so many people paint-
ing and carving and melting and
building and all the stuff here is kind

of interesting,” he said. 
“It’s a diverse group. We don’t all

paint – some carve and some use
glass,” Fisher said. “I think, for a
town that has a population of 2,100 …
that says we’re very art minded.” 
What all the artists have in com-

mon, Cheeseman said, is they enjoy
living in Snow Hill. 
“This is a great place – maybe you

shouldn’t tell anyone that,” he said
with a laugh. 
Economic and Community Devel-

opment Director Michael Day jok-
ingly said the town mantra is
something like, “we want people to
come spend their money and then go
home.” 
Day said Snow Hill uses the Arts

and Entertainment District designa-
tion as a promotional tool. Because of
recently changed state regulations, he
said an artist can get tax benefits by
living and working in Snow Hill,
where rent is relatively low, but also
get the same bene-
fits selling work in
any of the other 23
districts statewide. 
“Compared to

other places, it’s
fairly inexpensive
here,” he said.
“We’re trying to
showcase this as a place to come and
check out.” 
He said there’s a saying at the state

level that Easton is Berlin on steroids
and Frederick is Easton on steroids. 
Where does that leave Snow Hill? 
“We’re on vitamins,” Fisher

cracked. 
Thompson moved from South Car-

olina in 2001 and remembers scour-
ing the area for two weeks, meeting
with scores of Realtors and generally
feeling unsatisfied with what was
available. Then, she discovered Snow
Hill. 
“I had a list of things that I wanted

and Snow Hill checked all those
boxes,” she said. “I wanted to live in
a town that had a sense of commu-
nity, I wanted to live in a historic dis-
trict, I wanted to have a loft so I could
have a work and living space, I
wanted to be near good medical, and
I wanted to be near water. And we
have all that … and it has never let me
down.
“We have our ups and downs as

any small town does, but this is an in-
credible place for the arts,” Thomp-
son added. 
Volker said art, itself, is “an open-

ended concept” that plays into the di-
verse interest of Snow Hill artists. 
“It lends itself to a lot of different

interpretations. Some people think
art is something that’s going to be
wild and crazy and they can find it
here. Some people think art is some-
thing that’s classical, or something
nice for my house to buy, or expen-
sive to buy, or cheap to buy, and its
all here,” he said. “It doesn’t exclude
anybody.” 
Adcock said traffic overall has

picked up and the town does a great

job of including each artist in event
promotions. 
What’s more, Volker said, is the

town is willing to work with artists in-
terested in moving to Snow Hill. He
fell in love with a vacant storefront on
Pearl Street “with no floor – it just
had gravel. It had no electricity. It
had no plumbing.” 
Volker went to the bank that

owned the property and convinced
them to renovate the space. The town
added a small grant for façade im-
provements. 
“I said [to the bank] you’re a sav-

ings and loan aren’t you? And they
said, ‘Yeah.’ I said don’t you loan peo-
ple money to fix up their property?
And they said yes. And I said, maybe
you could loan yourself some money
and fix up that store front,” Volker
said. 
“It’ll be good for me because I need

a place, it’ll be good for the town and it’ll
be real good PR for the bank,” he con-

tinued. “I tell people
to go talk to the land-
lords because they all
need somebody
who’s interested in
the spaces … the
landlords will do that
and they’ll help you
get going on it. Peo-

ple are really welcoming.
“When people come here I say this

is the time to get in on it. Don’t wait
three years – do it now,” Volker said.
“Now is when places are vacant and
they’re available. You can talk to the
landlords and work out a sweet deal
… and move your studio here. Get in
on the bottom floor.” 
The State of Maryland and Town

of Snow Hill offer benefits and re-
sources for artists including Mary-
land Arts and Entertainment District
tax credits, low-interest loan oppor-
tunities, façade improvement fund-
ing, VOLT loan programs, building
improvement funds, enterprise zone
funding, Maryland Small Business
Development funding, Snow Hill
business loans and Maryland Historic
Trust tax credits. 
“Snow Hill is a great place for

these artists. Everyone is looking at
small towns now, but where else does
somebody go that can also make a liv-
ing and have quality of life?” Day
said. 
“We don’t have a lot to offer in

town in terms of nightlife, but there’s
plenty 45 minutes away in either di-
rection. We’re 15 minutes from Berlin
if you want that dining experience
and there’s a community college and
two universities within a short drive.
“We’ve got a lot to offer and still

have that small town feel … some-
times it’s almost like a family, espe-
cially during events when everyone
gets together,” he added. “You’re
probably not going to sell gang-
busters here, but it’s a great base of
operations.” 
For more information, visit

www.SnowHillMD.com or call 410-
632-2080. 
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Town offering incentives to help lure artists
� SNOW HILL’S continued

‘We have our ups and downs 
as any small town does, but 
this is an incredible place 

for the arts.’
Nancy Ellen Thompson

ROYAL
SERVICES:

Will pick up flowers from a florist of your choice;
prepare choice of cheese, veggies or chocolate
platter; and prepare unit upon arrival
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RE
SI
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NT
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L

CO
M
M
ER
CI
AL

• House & Condo 
   Cleaning 
• Rental Properties 
   Cleaning
• Customized Cleaning 

• Window Cleaning 
• Carpet Cleaning
• Closet Cleaning 
• Garage Cleaning
• Spring Cleaning

• Community
   Clubhouses
• Office Cleaning
• Medical & Dental
   Offices
• Bank Cleaning
• Restaurant Cleaning

• New Construction 
   Clean-Up
• Warehouse Cleaning
• Church Cleaning
• Apartment &
   Condo Cleaning
• Boat Cleaning

10%SENIOR
CITIZENS

DISCOUNT
- 65 & Up

A Professional Cleaning Service • Licensed and Bonded
443-513-4024/301-712-5224 (cell)

undercovercleaning@outlook.com
www.undercovercleaningservices.com

LIKEus on

UnderCover
Cleaning Services, LLC

• Move-In/Out Cleaning

Let Us Help With Your Holiday Cleaning or Party Events

    
     

 LAICEPSYAYDILOH

ecivreS&selaSynAFFO%01
roesahcruPynAFFO5$

A



December 21, 2017 Bayside Gazette Page 9

Berlin officials will
look into downtown
parking problems

(Dec. 21, 2017) Hoping to address
parking concerns downtown, Berlin
officials are considering the inclusion
of a parking study in the next fiscal
year’s budget. 

“There’s lots of conversations going
on around parking and the need for
additional parking,” Town Adminis-
trator Laura Allen said. “The town is
looking at the budget process and the
budget cycle that’s coming up for fis-
cal year 2019, and what I’m recom-
mending to the mayor at this point is
that we put some money in the budget
next year for parking analysis to de-
termine the extent to which we need
additional parking and get a detailed
description of what the issue really
is.”

Allen said “anecdotal perspectives”
are available, but not much in the way
of analysis.  

“I’ve had some people tell me they
can’t park in what I call the primary
parking lot or the Taylor Bank park-
ing lot. They can’t park there to get to
work [or] they come to town for lunch
and they can’t find parking,” she said.
“To what extent that’s happening
year-round versus during the summer
months, I’m not sure.”

She recommended having engi-

neers come in during the summer
“when parking is at its most challeng-
ing.”

“I think the question really is how
much parking do we need, to what ex-
tent is the town going to grow, and
what kind of parking or how much
parking makes sense now versus in
the future?” Allen said. “We’ve got a
requirement to update our compre-
hensive plan, which would focus on
grow and include parking in the next
fiscal year, so the thinking is to fold
the parking discussion in, with a lot of

detail, and make it part of that con-
versation that would start after the
beginning of the year.” 

Planning Director Dave Engelhart,
during a planning commission meet-
ing last Wednesday, said a parking
garage was discussed as a possible so-
lution. 

“I understand you’ve had that dis-
cussion in the past, before my time
here,” he said. “We’re looking into a
grant right now with the Smart
Growth Initiative with the state [and]
part of that would be a parking study.”

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Town officials say a parking study is in the works in Berlin and likely to be included in the next
fiscal year budget. 

HHaappppyy  HHooll ii ddaayy ss  ff rr oomm tt hh ee  PPooccoommookk ee  AArreeaa  SScchhoooo ll ss !!   
Thank you to all of our community partners and donors for your outstanding generosity this past year.

It takes an entire community to prepare our students to successfully navigate the challenges that lie ahead in our community 
and world.  We are so grateful for the support that each of you o$er to our students, sta$, and schools in order to make our 

community a very special place to learn and work! 
From Pocomoke Elementary, Middle, and High Schools,

We wish you Happy Holidays, and a Happy, Prosperous New Year!

Aaron's 
Advance Auto 
Applebee's 
Atlantic Tractor 
Auto Zone 
Backyard Escapes 
Bayside Church 
Beauchamp Construction 
Buchanan Subaru 
Chesapeake Bay Trust 
City of Pocomoke 
Coca Cola Bottling Company 
Community Foundation of 
    the Eastern Shore 
Delmarva Discovery Center 
Dollar General Literacy 
    Foundation 
Donors Choose.org 
Dr. Duncan Wells, DDS 
Drive on Time 
Dwight Marshall Nationwide

Insurance 
Eastern Shore Lanes 
Enchanted Florist 
First Baptist Church of
Pocomoke 
First Shore Federal Bank 
Hall Realty 
Hardee's 
Hardwire LLC 
Harris Ace Hardware 
Hertrich of Pocomoke 
Holt 
Jr. Women's Club 
Key Advisor's Group, 
    Berlin MD 
Kiwanis 
Lin's Asian Cuisine 
Local 4916 Worcester County
Professional Fire Fighters 
    Association 
Lowes of Pocomoke 

Lynnhaven Baptist Church 
MAESP Family Involvement 
    Program 
Marva Theater 
Maryland Department of
Natural Resources 
McDonald's 
Midway Toyota 
NASA at Wallops Island 
Nock's Tire 
Optimist Club of Berlin 
Outten Bros. 
Pentecostal Church of God 
    of Lincoln, Inc. Pocomoke 
Pepsi Bottling Company 
PNC Bank 
Pocomoke City Fire 
    Department 
Pocomoke City Police 
    Department 
Pocomoke City Walmart 

Pocomoke Downtown 
    Association 
Pocomoke Drug Free 
    Coalition 
Pocomoke Elks #1624 
Pocomoke Lions Club 
Premier Driving School 
Ronnie's Garage 
Ruby Tuesday 
Salem United Methodist 
    Church 
Salisbury University 
Scher's 
Sea Hawk Sports Center 
St. John's AME 
Subway 
Sysco 
Tapman's Repair 
Taylor Bank 
Thomas' Gardens 
Tom's Cove 

University of Maryland 
    Eastern Shore 
UPS 
Verizon 
Vulcon Materials 
Wor-Wic Community College 
Worcester County 
Worcester County Bar 
    Association 
Worcester County Education
Foundation 
Worcester County GOLD 
Worcester County Health 
    Department 
Worcester County Recreation
and Parks 
Worcester County Sheri='s 
    O>ce 
XO Beanery & Bites 
YMCA of the Chesapeake

Coastal Hwy. & Dagsboro Street
Fenwick Island

OPEN DAILY • 302.537.1414

END OF SEASON
CLEARANCE

Rep. of Styles

30–50% OFF
ORIGINAL

AAllll HHoolliiddaayy CCllootthhiinngg
Includes Our Best Brands

TTrriibbaall
RReennuuaarr
HHaabbiittaatt
PPaarrsslleeyy
SSaaggee

MMuullttiipplleess
KKaarreenn HHaarrtt

LLuulluu BB
MMaannyy MMoorree

Year-round & Basics 
not included

50–75% OFF
ORIGINAL

AAllll FFaallll CCllootthhiinngg



(Dec. 21, 2017) Ocean Pines offi-
cials plan to have a new multi-year
bulkhead repair schedule in place by
next year, according to General Man-
ager John Bailey. 
The association will not, however,

suspend bulkhead collections because
of recent inactivity. 
Bailey responded to a homeowner

complaint by Richard Nieman, sent on
Dec. 12 and forwarded to several
media outlets. 
Nieman said one newspaper article

suggested Bailey would not accept his
recommendation to suspend property
assessments for bulkhead repairs for
one year. 
Scheduled repairs were halted

under a previous administration and
have not yet been reinstated, leading
to multiple homeowner complaints.
Owners of lots with bulkheads pay a
higher assessment rate in order to col-
lect for bulkhead repairs. 
In the letter, Nieman said he

worked in budget and finance fields

for more than three decades and
“knows that it is conservative to
budget in excess of your needs.” 
He said he understood Bailey, hired

only recently, in September, needed
some time to get up to speed. 
“However, it is super conservative

when the Ocean Pines Association
continues to ‘bankroll’ bulkhead re-
serves in excess of
the money needed
for next year’s
budget,” Nieman
said. “I certainly
hope that you are not
developing a budget
that will spend in ex-
cess of $3 million on
bulkhead replace-
ment next year. 
“As outlandish as

this may seem, even an outlandish
proposal for next year could be funded
out of the next year’s [bulkhead] re-
serve estimated to be about $3.4 mil-
lion by May 1, 2018.  Based on
previous years’ requirements, on the
average, only $800,000 per year was
spent. Unless you are proposing a pro-
gram to replace the bulkhead in only
five or 10 years in lieu of 20 or 30
years, I cannot conceive a need for the
coming budget year’s bulkhead as-

sessment.”
Nieman said the program was sup-

posed to be “pay as you go.” 
“I hope you can shed some light on

your rationale for needing additional
funds,” he wrote. “I also hope you will
reconsider your decision and support
a one-year suspension of the bulkhead
assessment for all property owners.

“I hope your de-
sire to retain the ex-
cess reserves and
increase them will
not continue until a
program and its re-
lated costs can be
developed,” Nie-
man continued. “I
applaud your desire
to get this program
into full swing by

the start of the budget year, but histor-
ically, a program with this complexity,
will probably not be executed as
quickly as you hope.”
Bailey, in a statement emailed to

the Gazette last Wednesday, said he
recognized the point Nieman was try-
ing to make “and could even agree
with him if the OPA were to continue
to function without a multi-year bulk-
head replacement program in place.”
“However, I do not believe that is

going to the case, as by the new fiscal
year we expect to have a new bulkhead
replacement contract in place and a
multi-year plan to go with it,” Bailey
said. 
“Furthermore, let’s do the math

looking at the annual bulkhead contri-
butions to the reserve. For every lot,
$19 of the $921 assessment goes for
maintenance of common area bulk-
heads. The waterfront lots (with some
development exceptions) pay an addi-
tional $465 per lot per year as a con-
tribution to the Bulkhead
Replacement Reserve.  
“If the 1,370 waterfront lots have an

average of 72 linear feet of bulkhead
each, and the average cost of replace-
ment is, let’s say $220 per linear foot
(not including landscape repairs and
other side-costs), then with an annual
bulkhead replacement contribution of
$465, that lot owner would have to
pay into the bulkhead reserve for 34
years to have fully paid for even a one-
time replacement of their respective
bulkhead. In other words, a lot owner
is getting quite a deal on the replace-
ment cost of their bulkhead, even with
an annual bulkhead replacement re-
serve assessment of $465.”
Bailey added he planned to respond

directly to Nieman.
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Bailey: bulkhead replacement pgm to return
Assessment collections for
scheduled repairs not likely
to be suspended, GM says

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

Your Online Community: www.baysideoc.com

‘A lot owner is getting quite 
a deal on the replacement cost 
of their bulkhead, even with an
annual bulkhead replacement
reserve assessment of $465’

John Bailey 
Ocean Pines GM

410-213-7575    •    www.atlanticdental.com  

ATLANTIC DENTAL
COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

12308 Ocean Gateway, Suite 6
Ocean City, Maryland, 21842 

Lawrence 
Michnick, DDS

Christopher 
Takacs, DMD

Geoffrey  Robbins,
DDS Retired
Founder 

Atlantic Dental

We’re All 
Ab�t Smiles

Wishing Everyone Happy Holidays! Family Dentistry
& Smile

Enhancements
Invisalign®

Implant Restorations
Full Mouth Restoration 

Accepting New Patients

Many traditional
insurances taken. 

Plus, third party financing
Available.

DENTIST 
- Dr. Michnick

WORCESTER COUNTY 
DENTAL PRACTICE

C�f�table Dentis�y in a Spa-Like Atmosph�e

Emergency Services
Available to Our Patients



(Dec. 21, 2017) The Town of Berlin
policy to offer new developments fi-
nancing for up to five EDUs over five
years will be extended to existing
businesses that wish to expand. 

The original policy for EDUs,
(“equivalent dwelling units” used to
measure water con-
sumption) was for-
mally adopted in
January, but had been
an unofficial practice
of the town for a num-
ber of years. 

Town Administra-
tor Laura Allen sev-
eral elected officials were interested
in allowing expanding businesses to
take advantage of financing for
EDUs, which can be costly to pur-
chase outright. 

Councilman Elroy Brittingham
said the move was an incentive for
businesses to expand. 

“I see it as a form of … shop local,”
Allen said. “It’s sort of an incentive
for our current businesses to stay and
reinvest in Berlin.” 

Permitted uses now include exist-
ing businesses that wish to expand,
undeveloped properties currently
served by well and/or septic tanks
and undeveloped properties whose

owners ask to be connected to town
water and sewer services.  

According to a staff report in-
cluded in the council packet, “En-
abling businesses to finance EDUs
delays the payment for water and
sewer capacity to the Town. Experi-
ence has demonstrated that does not
create a cash flow issue for the

Town.” 
Counc i lman

Zack Tyndall said
he was concerned
“in the very near
future we’re going
to have an issue
where our financ-
ing rate is going

to be significantly lower than what
somebody’s going to receive at a
bank, which is going to encourage fi-
nancing through the town.” 

“I don’t think the government
should be the sole route of financing,”
Tyndall added.

However, Finance Director Natalie
Saleh said the financing charge was
not meant to be competitive with
bank loans, but was simply a means
of cost recovery for the town. 

“It’s not a bank interest rate … by
any means,” Saleh said. 

Councilman Troy Purnell moved
to approve the policy change and the
vote was unanimous. 
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Rewritten EDU policy offers
financing for expanding biz

Police to step up
patrols of holiday
shopping centers

(Dec. 21, 2017) Maryland State Police
Barrack in Berlin will increase the num-
ber of patrols in local shopping centers. 

Ttroopers will monitor suspicious ac-
tivity in and around the centers, which his-
torically show an increase in criminal
activity during the holiday season.

Officers hope to enhance community
policing efforts by making contact with
citizens, using a proactive approach de-
signed to reduce crime, increase visibility
and educate the community on how to
be more careful, prepared and aware
during the holiday shopping season. 

As a reminder, the Maryland State
Police would like to provide the following
holiday safety tips:

• Keep packages and other valuables
in the car trunk and out of sight.

• Avoid carrying large amounts of cash.
• Carry a purse under your arm with

the strap across your body.
• Put wallets in an inside pocket of

your jacket or front pants pocket.
• Stay alert and be aware of your sur-

roundings at all times.
• If shopping after dark, shop with a

friend if possible.
• Always park your car in a well-lit area.
• Always check the interior of your car

before you unlock the door to get in.
• Lock your car doors and windows

even if you are only gone for a few min-
utes.

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

‘It’s sort of an incentive for our
current businesses to stay and

reinvest in Berlin.’
Elroy Brittingham

Councilman, Town of Berlin

Bethany
Drew

410-430-2602
Associate Broker

Terri
Bradford
410-430-6875

Associate Broker

www.PO2Team.com Team

Ranked

#1for Sales
Volume in the
Coastal Assoc. 
of Realtors in
2015 & 2016

11065 Cathell Road, Ocean Pines
410-208-9200 

3BR/2BA contemporary on 1 acre lot. Patio w/pergola, hot
tub, grill station, fire pit & screened porch. Attached & 
detached garages. Energy efficient geothermal heat & air
system. Open floor plan features kitchen w/granite 
countop & SS appliances, living room w/HW floors, gas
fireplace and built-in media center. Master suite w/soaking
tub, separate shower & custom dual vanity. 3 miles from
Berlin. So much to offer. 
Come see for yourself!

BEAUTIFULLY LANDSCAPED YARD

$374,900

3 master suites w/3 full bath. Remodeled kitchen
w/new self-closing cabinets, SS appliances & granite
counters. All new floors, fresh paint, bathrooms,
HVAC & water heater, exterior doors, roof on
screened porch. Extra Large deck, FP w/pellet stove
insert & lots of storage. Over-sized 1 car garage &
new blacktop driveway. 

WHAT A GREAT FIND!

$242,000

2BR/1BA first floor unit offers open

living/kitchen area, hardwood flooring and

crown molding. Close to Delaware line and

Ocean City beaches. 

A must see!

AUCTION LISTING

$133,000

3BR/2BA w/great room that combines kitchen, dining
room & living room. Kitchen w/breakfast bar, newer
SS appliances, tiled counters, back splash & pantry.
Sun room w/new split unit adds an additional 169 sq.
ft. to living space. All bedrooms have cathedral ceil-
ings. New dual heat pump, 2-car garage w/door
opener, floored attic & large deck. 
A must see property!

LOTS OF OPEN LIVING! 

$242,900

FFrroomm OOuurr FFaammiillyy TToo YYoouurrss 
LLeett tthhee ssppiirriitt ooff CChhrriissttmmaass wwaarrmm 
yyoouurr hhoommee wwiitthh 
lloovvee,, jjooyy aanndd ppeeaaccee.. 

HHaavvee aa bblleesssseedd 
CChhrriissttmmaass!! 
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Cops take kids shopping for gifts
(Dec. 21, 2017) State troopers and

area elementary school children brought
the spirit of Christmas to life during the
fifth annual “Shop with a Cop,” at the
Berlin Wal-Mart last Saturday.

As in past years, troopers from the
Berlin Barrack, along with family mem-
bers and volunteers, provided a memo-
rable shopping and bonding experience
for children in Worcester County.

The tradition began in 2013 after
Senior Tpr. Marlin Myers, who was on-
board once again in 2017, read about
similar programs elsewhere in Maryland
and promoted the charitable campaign
to his cohorts. 

“We took 18 kids this year,” Myers
said. “They were having a ball and were
wearing our hats.”

Prior to arriving at Wal-Mart aboard
the Maryland State Police Bus, the young
holiday shoppers convened at the bar-
rack for a facility tour and police vehicle
show-and-tell. They also received hon-
orary Junior Maryland Trooper Badges. 

Each child was partnered with an of-
ficer and given $100 to spend. 

“In many cases, the troopers chip in a
few more dollars if needed,” he said. 

Six-year-old Peyton Bateman pep-
pered Tpr. Brian Reilly with questions as
the pair inspected the shelves to select

holiday purchases.
“I’m excited,” Bateman said. “I’m

buying gifts for my whole family.”
Before transferring to Berlin, Reilly

was on patrol in Montgomery County,
where he participated in a comparable
“Shop with a Cop” event organized by
the Rockville Barrack. 

“This is my first year doing it down
here,” he said. “This is pretty much a
statewide event. [Rockville] does it a little
bit differently, but it’s the same concept.”

As Reilly continued gift consultations
with Bateman, he noted the selfless na-
ture of the youngsters.   

“Usually kids are pretty humble too,”
he said. “They buy stuff not even for
themselves but really for their families.”

To illustrate that point, Reilly said
Bateman’s initial present selection was in-
tended for his entire household to share. 

“The first gift that Peyton got was Mo-
nopoly because he’s keeping his family
in mind during the holidays,” he said.
“He wants to spend time at Christmas
together with his family to play games.”

Layne Gray, 8, said the bus ride over
was a bit different than a typical school
bus experience.  

“It was fun because you get to sit next
to your trooper and in the bus the seats
are like stalls,” she said.

Inspecting her purchases after check-
out, Gray said she was excited to ride the

bus back to the barrack, where event vol-
unteers would serve lunch and assist
children with gift-wrapping. 

“I’ve got one for my mom and dad
and my baby brother,” she said. 

Ebbin Phillips, 8, said he managed to
stretch the allotted holiday budget be-
yond the nuclear family.  

“I bought a gift for my grandmom,”
he said. 

Still, children will be children, as evi-
denced by Bateman’s final holiday in-
vestment. 

“You’ve still got $15, what are you
going to spend it on … or we could just
get more Pokémon cards?,” Reilly said.

To which Bateman ecstatically re-
sponded, “More Pokémon cards.”

The program has continued because
of donations from Wal-Mart and the Na-
tional Wal-Mart Foundation, Harbor
Marine in West Ocean City, DeNovo’s
Trattoria Restaurant in Ocean Pines,
Chick-fil-A in West Ocean City, Atlantic
Physical Therapy in Ocean Pines, the
Makemie Memorial Presbyterian
Women, private citizen donations, the
Worcester County Board of Education,
the Worcester County Health Depart-
ment, the Worcester County CRICKET
Center, and the men and women, both
sworn and civilian, of the Maryland State
Police Salisbury, Princess Anne and
Berlin barracks.

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

GREG ELLISON/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Maryland troopers from the Berlin Barrack loaded the police bus with youngsters for a trip to Wal-Mart during the annual “Shop with a Cop” event
last Saturday. 

OVER 50 YEARS!
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Worcester Prep scholarship deadline Feb. 14
(Dec. 21, 2017) Worcester Prepara-

tory School is offering a scholarship for
students entering the ninth grade in Sep-
tember 2018. 

An outstanding student will have the
opportunity to join the Worcester commu-

nity which is recognized for its high aca-
demic standards, small classes, individual
attention and strong sense of community.  

A need-based, four-year high school
scholarship covering tuition is available
for a new student– a value of more than

$57,000 over four years. 
Selection is based on the following

criteria: new student entering the ninth
grade, strong academic ability, strength
in the arts and/or technology and
demonstrated financial need. Applica-

tion deadline is Feb. 14.
For more information about the Sara

Chase Carlson Scholarship, contact Tara
Becker, Worcester Prep director of Ad-
missions, at 410-641-3575 or  email
tbecker@worcesterprep.org.  

Your Online Community: www.baysideoc.com

                        ll      L      l                  pohS       S.llamS      acoLpohS      al                                                                                                                                                                                    
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Berlin Council Briefs

(Dec. 21, 2017) The Berlin Mayor
and Council discussed the following
items during a public meeting at Town
Hall last Monday:

Purchases
The council unanimously approved

the purchase of a new Chevy Tahoe,
$34,531 from Criswell Auto in
Gaithersburg, for police use. 

Also approved was a $20,152.70
contract with Dell for the purchase of
computers for the new Berlin Police
Station. 

Williams out
Councilman Elroy Brittingham was

in the mayor’s seat with Gee Williams
out sick. 

“You’re stuck with me,” Brittingham
said, noting all other council members
were present, along with Town Admin-
istrator Laura Allen, attorney David
Gaskill and several department
heads. 

Stormwater project
The council approved funding for

the latest town stormwater project,
this time in the area of Cedar Avenue,
Maple Drive and Pine Street. 

Two bids were received for the proj-
ect and the town selected the low bid-
der, Barkers Landing Excavation from

Easton, for $434,111.91. Water and
Public Works Director Jane Kreiter
said that bid was about $100,000
less than the other, from David A.
Bramble Inc. 

New generator 
AT&T will install a generator near a

town water tower on Franklin Avenue,
which will serve as a backup for cellu-
lar service in the area. A contractor
representing the company said the
generator would only run once a
month, as a test, unless otherwise
needed. 

In exchange, the town will be able
to use the generator as a backup to
pump water in case of outages. No
money will be exchanged under the
agreement. 

The town has and will continue an
existing relationship with AT&T, allow-
ing installation of some infrastructure
in exchange for rent. The council, after
some discussion, unanimously ap-
proved the lease agreement amend-
ment. 

Snow business
Finishing touches on Baker Street

were delayed by weekend snowfalls,
according to Water Resources/Public
Works Director Jane Kreiter. Work
there is expected to finish this week
– if weather cooperates. 

Kreiter said delays on a walking
path on Flower Street were also

caused by bad weather. 
Police Chief Arnold Downing said

there were no significant accidents in
town during the snow, but said police
assisted with at least seven acci-
dents outside town limits, including
handling several for Maryland State
Police. 

Permits up significantly
Planning Director Dave Engelhart

said total permits were up 16 percent
this year, from 199 during the previ-
ous year to 230 in 2017, with about

two weeks to go. 
He said permit fees, which are

based on estimated construction
costs, were up 60 percent, from about
$12.8 million to $21.1 million. 

“A lot of that I attribute to the larger
projects we’ve had …  like the cancer
center at the hospital, the library, the
police station,” Engelhart said. “But
it’s still quite a jump. We keep getting
busier and we’re more active all the
time.” 

He estimated another 10 permits
could come in before the end of the
year. 

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Stormwater work in Berlin will next move to the area of Cedar Avenue, Maple Drive and Pine Street.
The town approved $430,000 for improvements during a council meeting, last week. 
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Way-finding signs
The Town of Berlin recently re-

ceived an $11,000 Main Street Im-
provement grant for new way-finding
signs for the downtown area. Town
Administrator Laura Allen said the
new signs would replace the old ones.

Economic and Community Devel-
opment Director Ivy Wells, during a
council meeting last Monday, said
additional signs would be added “fur-
ther out, on [Route] 346” to help bet-
ter inform new visitors to the town. 

Signs were previously discussed
with the Historic District Commis-
sion, which endorsed the new de-
signs.

“These are the same signs that we
had taken to the Historic District
Commission earlier to seek their ap-
proval,” Allen said. “This is just the
next step in the process. Once we get
the grant award, [Wells] works on
getting the signs put together and in-
stalled. 

PNC building
Both Allen and Planning Director

Dave Engelhart said last week it was
unlikely the former PNC building
downtown would become another

bank. 
Engelhart mentioned just that

during a planning commission meet-
ing last Wednesday.

“I don’t know any specifics, but Ivy
Wells … said there’s been a lot of pro-
posed ideas for that building,” Engel-
hart said. “She’s fielding all those
inquiries.

“From what I understand, they
won’t lease it to another bank, natu-
rally,” he added. “You won’t have a
replacement bank in there.”

According to Allen, PNC put the
building up for sale, but is not eager
to sell to another banking company. 

“I think that’s the case, which
makes sense,” she said. “Although I
have had some people say, ‘Gee, it
would be nice to have another bank
there.’”

Christmas wrap
Allen said the new, reversed route

for the annual town Christmas pa-
rade worked well and received gener-
ally positive feedback.

She said some spectators com-
plained about the location of the
judging stand, which was in front of
the Atlantic Hotel and closer to the
beginning of the parade route. This
caused a few of the participants to
trail off before completing the entire
route, which ran to the Berlin Fire

Company station on Main Street.
“Some of the groups that were per-

forming in the parade were under the
impression that once they were fin-
ished performing in front of the
judges that they were finished with
the parade,” Allen said. “We’re mak-
ing sure they understand their partic-
ipation in the parade means we’d like
them to entertain throughout the en-

tire route, from where they start to
the firehouse.” 

As with any first, Allen said, some
hiccups are likely. 

“We will be reaching back out to
the participants to make sure they
understand the length of the parade
and dealing with those issues. I don’t
expect those same types of problems
to pop up again next year,” Allen said. 

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
New way-finding signs are on the way in Berlin, both replacing the current signs downtown and
adding several to surrounding entranceways. 

Your Online Community: www.baysideoc.com

Berlin Briefs
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Berlin anniversary
logo contest gets
deadline extension

(Dec. 21, 2017) The Town of Berlin
last week announced a contest to de-
sign a logo commemorating the 150th
anniversary of the town. 
Town Administrator Laura Allen

said the announcement was posted on
social media and “all of the local artists
and art associations have been con-
tacted.” 
“I think it’s a great way to celebrate

one of the many things that’s cool
about Berlin, which is broad participa-
tion from members of the community,
especially our artists,” Allen said. 
Berlin Mayor Gee Williams spoke

about the landmark anniversary during
a tree-lighting ceremony, last month. 
“It’s going to be a very special year,

here in America’s coolest small town,”
Williams said at the time. “With deep
appreciation for our past … [and] with
great hope and optimism for the future,
let us together begin the celebration of
the Town of Berlin’s 150th anniversary
next year.”
Economic and Community Devel-

opment Director Ivy Wells, during a
Town Council meeting last Monday,
said designs would be used on “ban-
ners and T-shirts and other merchan-
dise” celebrating the incorporation of
the town, in 1868.
Wells said the contest was for-

warded to the Berlin Arts and Enter-
tainment Committee and the
Worcester County Arts Council.
“They’re very excited about it,” she

said. 
The contest deadline was recently

extended to Saturday, Jan. 12 at 5 p.m.
The winning designer will receive $100
in gift certificates to downtown shops
and restaurants. The design will be pre-
sented during a mayor and council
meeting. 
Designs must be suitable for use on-

line and in print, and should be flexible,
meaning having the “ability to re-size
and look good in black and white,” ac-
cording to official contest rules. 
All ages may enter the contest. De-

signs must be five colors or less and
must include mention of “1868 – 2018;
Berlin, Maryland and 150th.” 
Entries must be original work of the

artists. No third-party artwork or im-
ages, including clipart or copyrighted
graphics, can be used. Previously pub-
lished or exhibited work is also not per-
missible. 
Electronic entries should be JPG or

PDF format. Print submissions should
be no larger than 8.5 by 11 inches. 
To enter, email iwells@berlinmd.gov,

mail to 150th LOGO Contest, Town of
Berlin, 14 South Main Street, Berlin,
Maryland, 21811. Drop off submissions
at the Berlin Welcome Center on 14
South Main Street.
Include the artist’s name, address,

phone number and email. 
For more information on guidelines,

visit www.BerlinMainStreet.com or
www.berlinmd.gov.

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

Robert D. Park, DMD, MSD

O R T H O D O N T I S T

Now In Millsboro
Braces for Children & Adults

Most Insurance
DE Medicaid for Children Payment Plans

Friday & Saturday Hours
Peninsula Crossing by BJ’s

302-297-3750
PDMbraces.com MasterCard | Visa

American Express | Discover

“The Place T
hat Does It All”

Need Automotive, Body or Marine Repair? Visit One of our 3 Locations
RACETRACK AUTO

& TIRE CENTER
10436 Racetrack Road, Berlin

410-641-5262

RACETRACK MARINE
& BOAT SALES

10438 Racetrack Road, Berlin
410-641-5204

RACETRACK AUTO
& BODY SHOP

10834 Ocean Gateway, Berlin
410-641-3200

Trailer Parts and Repairs • Complete Diagnostics and Programming • Custom Exhaust
Major or Minor Repairs • ASE-Certi5ed Technicians • Complete Auto Body Shop • 24-HOUR TOWING

Visit Us on the Web at racetrackoc.com

FREE
All coupons must be presented before estimate. 

Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 12/30/17

Tire
Rotation

WWiitthh PPuurrcchhaassee ooff OOiill,,  LLuubbee && FFiilltteerr
Includes 10W30 or 5w30, Up to 5 Quarts of Oil, other

weights available at extra charge. Diesel Oil & Filter extra.

$50 OFF
Winterizing Package
Racetrack Marine

See store for details.
Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 12/30/17

Every 6th Oil Change Free
Special Discounts for VIP Members

Join Our VIP Club
Trailers, Trailer Hitches,
Trailer Parts & Repairs

$79.00
Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 12/30/17

Md. State
Inspection
Most Vehicles

Synthetic
Oil Change

$49.95
Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 12/30/17

Reg. $89.00

$10 OFF
On rear adjustable suspensions. Cost of shims and installation

extra when required. With coupon only. Cannot be combined with
any other o4ers or specials. One coupon per visit. Exp. 12/30/17

Alignment

up
to

FREE
Cannot be combined with other discounts. Exp. 12/30/17

Coolant Check
with any service
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Building four of six coming to Berlin center

Record amount of holiday travel forecasted 

(Dec. 21, 2017) AAA Mid-Atlantic
projects nearly 2.3 million Marylanders
will travel for the year-end holiday pe-
riod from Saturday, Dec. 23 through
Monday, Jan. 1, reflecting a 3.2 percent
increase over 2016, and the highest vol-
ume on record for this holiday season
since 2001, when AAA began forecast-
ing holiday travel volume. 

Maryland’s forecast mirrors the na-
tionwide trend, as a record number of
Americans, over 107 million are ex-
pected to get away, a 3.1 percent in-
crease.

This year’s forecast also reflects the
ninth consecutive year of growth since
2009, after holiday travel declined very
slightly in 2008. For the fifth consecu-
tive year, Maryland’s travel volume is
anticipated to exceed two million trav-
elers.

“Because the year-end holiday travel
period always encompasses two week-
ends, travel volume is the highest of all
travel holiday weekends throughout
the year,” said Ragina Cooper Averella,
manager of Public and Government Af-
fairs at AAA Mid-Atlantic. “This year,
AAA’s forecast reflects a record-break-
ing volume of travelers thanks to a
strong economy and labor market that
are generating rising incomes and con-
fident consumers. Marylanders are

willing to open up their wallets not only
for holiday shopping, but to spend on
travel this holiday season, as well.”

Nearly 2.1 million Marylanders, 91
percent of travelers, intend to drive to
their destination, a 3.1 percent increase
over last year’s holiday.  

“Despite gas prices being approxi-
mately 6 percent higher than last year
at this time, road trips will rule as is
typical with holiday getaways,” Averella
said. “This is the second consecutive
year, where over two million Marylan-
ders will drive to their destination. Typ-
ically, the year-end holiday ties with
Thanksgiving in generating the highest
percentage share of auto travelers com-
pared to the other major holiday week-
ends.”

Last year, Marylanders paid an av-
erage price of $2.30 per gallon for reg-
ular gasoline on Christmas Day and an
average of $2.34 on New Year’s Eve. 

The number of Marylanders taking
to the skies is projected to grow at the
highest percentage compared to the
other modes of travel. 

“At an increase of 3.8 percent, air
travel is outpacing overall year-end
holiday travel growth, as over 126,000
state residents, intend to fly to their
destination compared to 2016,”
Averella said.

Travel by other modes, including
bus, rail and cruise ship is expected to
experience significant growth for this
holiday as well, with an increase of 3.5
percent.

(Dec. 21, 2017) The Berlin Main
Place plaza, which houses single-story
medical and professional offices near
the corner of routes 818 and 50, will
add a 9,000 square-foot building.

The Berlin Planning Commission
last Wednesday endorsed the project,
the fourth building in a planned series
of six. 

Developer Palmer Gillis, president
of Salisbury-based firm Gillis Gilker-
son Inc., said the original goal for the
complex was to build multi-story
buildings with office and retail spaces
on the ground level and apartments on
the upper floors, similar to structures
on Main Street. 

“I don’t know if the economics will
do that any more,” Gillis said. 

Current Main Place tenants include
a dialysis center and dermatology and
chiropractic offices. 

Berlin Planning Director Dave En-
gelhart said he is awaiting construction
permits, before work on the building
can start. He said stormwater work for
the entire complex was done during
the initial phase of construction. 

Commission members, also during

the meeting, briefly discussed a set of
architectural design standards for the
town. Engelhart is developing a draft
based on county standards and is wait-
ing on a series of sample photographs
that would be unique to Berlin devel-
opments. 

The commission is expected to con-
tinue work on the standards during fu-
ture meetings. The next scheduled
session is Jan. 10 at 6 p.m. at Town
Hall. 

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

AAA projections show more
than 3 percent uptick over
2016; backs national trend

Planning Commission gives
approval for site plan work;
no construction start date
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TRADING COMPANY

ANTIQUES • JEWELRY
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RUSSIAN ICONS
NAUTICAL ITEMS

PAINTINGS • CURIOSITIES

18 William St. Berlin, MD
443-513-4012

cafe & gallery
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Every Saturday In
December.

Only $25 • Spots Fill Quickly.
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Educational Toys, 
Games, Puzzles, 

Art Supplies,
Dollhouses and More

410-641-0601

115 N. Main St.
Open 10AM-6PM  Monday-Saturday

Sunday 11AM-3PM

100 North Main Street 
Mon. - Sat. 10 - 5 • Fri. til 8 • Sun. 11 - 5 • 410-641-2998  www.VictorianCharm.biz
Visit www.VictorianCharm.biz for Our Holiday Event Schedule

OPEN Christmas Eve 10-2 • Closed Dec. 25 & 26

Monogramming
Available

Look For Our Specials on Facebook

We Monogram Wrap & Ship!
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aSeasonal Flavvors
Pints & Quarts

to Go
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120 N. Main St.
410-973-2839

wwww..islandcreamery..net
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istersS
113 N. Main St.

Berlin, MD 21811
443.513.4158T

M-T

10 North Main Str   eeet
Historic Downtown Berlin, MD

Personal Checks Accepted
T--W  8a.m. - 5p.m. 

-     -F-S  8a.m. - 8p.m.
Closed Sunday 

20 N. Main St • Berlin, MD 21811
410-641-0333

Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
TreasureChestJewelers.com

Christmas Hours:
Friday 10-7 • Saturday 10-5

Christmas Eve 10-1
Closed Dec. 25th & 26th

Where You Will Find Something
Unique For Everyone On Your List!

The Church
Mouse

Thrift Shop
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

101 N. Main St
Berlin, MD
443-513-6655

TWO
LOCATIONS:

WHY LIVE ORDINARY.
302.227.2272

REHOBOTH, DE
410.629.1188
BERLIN, MD

Located at
14 Broad St. • Berlin, MD 21811

Ph 410-641-2300

Visit Our Tasting Room
to Sample Our Many

Varieties!

Una Bella Salute
"Beautiful Health"

Extra Virgin Olive Oil 
& Balsamic Vinegar

www.unabellasalute.com

Sea Salts, Gifts and More

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

Midtown Professional Building
29 Broad Street, Unit 103
Berlin, MD 21811
PH: 410-641-4030
Fax: 410-641-4032

CLAUDIA 
NICHOLLS
Agent

“Like a Good Neighbor, 
     State Farm is there”®
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Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to 
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

At the last Town of Berlin council meeting, there was
plenty of good that came out of Councilman Dean Burrell’s
questioning of the recently released marketing video of the
town.  

Burrell did the right thing by bringing up the issue in
public rather than allowing any misunderstanding to fes-
ter behind the scenes. As a representative of the town’s
constituents, it’s his job to ensure those who may feel any
struggle to be heard that the council is listening. 

Burrell’s questioning of the lack of diversity in the video
allowed those involved in its making an open forum to sat-
isfactorily explain and put to rest any feelings of discon-
tent from members of the community, who felt the broad
spectrum of town residents was not being represented.

Without raising the question, residents would not know
that the video, the focus of which was on shopkeepers
rather than the community at large, was just one in a se-
ries that will be introduced this coming year.  Other videos
marketing the town’s events and amenities are in the
works, and will provide a look at the entire fabric of the
community.

While some felt his comments made too big of a deal
out of the situation and others saw the circumstance as ev-
idence of division within the community, there is a much
more positive takeaway: it is refreshing to find a commu-
nity where issues, sometimes sensitive in nature, can be
openly discussed with understanding and lack of rancor. 

Open and honest communication is really the only way
any community can move forward to bridge any divide
that may exist. Video proves there’s

a hole in the bucket
Editor,

I wish to respond to the
comments made in the Dec.
14 edition of the very fine
Bayside Gazette by Ivy Wells
and likewise to the assertion
of Laura Allen about the lack
of diversity in the Berlin
video. 

Both of you fine people
are known to many and to
me professionally, and I’ve
personally sung praises to
the work and progressive en-
deavors both of you have
made for Berlin. This town is
blessed beyond compare to
have you both associated
with its sustainability and
growth, I say that without
hesitation or biting my
tongue. 

But … in this case of
Berlin entering into any
competition for recognition
or accolade, whether it be
local, regional or national …

has no bearing upon the pro-
duction that was utterly in-
complete with inadequate
representation of Berlin’s
downtown patronage. 

Any thing that has taken
eight months to assemble
has surely had the opportu-
nity to be truly respective
and representative of all par-
ticipants. You cannot in
“Good Faith” conclude that
people of color have not
been present in at least some
of the events displayed.
Pointing that out to every-
one shouldn’t be explained
away nor even a suspect at-
tempt at pacification in fu-
ture ventures. 

Since it was a downtown
expose, that certainly
shouldn’t exclude those of us
that frequent downtown ac-
tivities, yet, it did … it just
did, that is, save the one
brave soul shown waving.
Did you wonder why every-
body saw her? Chief of Po-
lice Downing is almost

always downtown some-
where.

Ladies, sometimes we just
have to face the facts and ac-
cept the truth and errors in
the pudding recipe. Some-
one left out some very im-
portant ingredients and to
some it tasted sour and flat.
If you’re perplexed as to why
it was so noticed, it actually
comes out in an Ole Rounds
song from my school days,
ironically used currently in
an advertisement. There’s a
hole in the bucket Dear Ivy,
Dear Laura, there’s a hole in
our/the bucket, Dear ladies
… a hole!

One final thought, had it
been more representative,
would it have been less
worthwhile or credible?
Please, fix the hole then Dear
Ivy, Dear Laura, fix the then
dear ladies, fix the hole!

Without any malice or
forethought,

Gregory Purnell
Native Berlin Citizen

On open communication
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N.O.E.L. to host Christmas dinner 

(Dec. 21, 2017) A Christmas din-
ner with ham, macaroni and cheese,
green beans, rolls and dessert will
be served at Holy Savior Catholic
Church on 17th Street, Monday,
Dec. 25 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Anyone who is homeless, unem-
ployed, underemployed, shut-in or
needs a friend during the holiday is
encouraged to attend the 20th an-
nual Christmas dinner, presented by
the N.O.E.L. (Nothing Other than
Eating and Loving) Community. 

“Twenty years is special because
the possibility and success of pro-
viding a meal on Christmas all these
years is based on the generosity and
commitment of businesses and vol-
unteers from the community who
provide donations of money and
food as well as volunteers who do-
nate time to plan, coordinate and
serve this meal,” said Monica Mar-
tin, volunteer chairwoman of the
N.O.E.L. planning committee. 

Tables will be set up in the deco-
rated church for guests to enjoy
their meals. There will be live enter-
tainment, a visit from Santa Claus
and gifts for children. Attendees
will also have the option to select
from an assortment of sweet treats
on the dessert table. 

“We will have carryout meals
available as well and continue the
tradition of providing meals to first
responders in Ocean City as well as
town employees and others working
on Christmas Day who would enjoy
a hot meal,” Martin said.  

Last year, the N.O.E.L. Commu-
nity provided more than 200 hot
breakfast meals to guests on Christ-
mas Eve in addition to bags of food
to prepare a Christmas dinner. They
also delivered 53 hot meals to first
responders and employees working
for the Town of Ocean City on
Christmas Day, she said. 

“Over the past few years, provid-
ing this meal on Christmas has had
challenges as a result of the fire at St.
Paul’s by the Sea in 2013 and the loss
of Father David Dingwall,” Martin
said. “We have gone from providing
take-home meals to prepare at City
Hall, to providing a hot breakfast
with a meal to take home at St. Paul’s
and back to providing a hot dinner
meal on Christmas this year.” 

Because of construction at St.
Paul’s by the Sea in downtown
Ocean City, Holy Savior Church
staff offered to host the Christmas
dinner this year. 

“Worcester County is filled with
many generous people who support
many charitable organizations,”
Martin said. “Donations received
through our annual drive prior to
Christmas supports many programs
including the N.O.E.L. dinner,
Shepherd’s Crook, and other local
food pantries. Funds are also used
to help support foster children in

Worcester County, adults who re-
ceive services through the Depart-
ment of Social Services, Surfer’s
Healing and the Cricket Center.” 

Volunteers provide approxi-
mately 50 lunches every Saturday to
Shepherd’s Crook year-round and
they actively work with the local
food pantries, shelters and social
service groups to identify what is
most needed in the area. 

Thousands of canned goods, dry
goods, fruits, desserts, toiletries,
clothing, paper products, cleaning
supplies, baby products and other
items are donated to families and
individuals in need. 

The N.O.E.L. Community is ask-
ing for monetary and food dona-
tions. Checks can be mailed to: 302
North Baltimore Avenue, Ocean
City, Maryland, 21842. Donations
of non-perishable food and toi-
letries from individuals and organi-
zations will be accepted on
Saturday, Dec. 23 from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. at Holy Savior Catholic Church
on 17th Street and Coastal High-
way. 

In addition, these items can be
dropped off at the Shepherd’s Crook
food pantry located on Baltimore
Avenue and Third Street in Ocean
City, which is open every day except
Sundays and Wednesdays from 10
a.m. to noon. 

N.O.E.L. organizes events
throughout the year and its gLOVEs
drive will take place in February.
New gloves, hats, socks and blan-
kets will be collected for those in
need on Feb. 11 at St. Paul’s by the
Sea on Third Street and Church of
the Holy Spirit on 100th Street. 

For more information about the
N.O.E.L. Community or the Christ-
mas dinner, call 410-289-3453.

Organization provides hot,
holiday meals to needy, as
well as to first responders 

By Kara Hallissey
Staff Writer

‘Worcester County is 
filled with many generous 
people who support many
charitable organizations’

Monica Martin, volunteer
chairwoman of the NOEL

planning committee

www.baysideoc.com

MONDAY
SINGLE CRAB CAKE $14.95

1/2 PRICE HAMBURGERS ALL DAY
With Purchase of A Drink

TUESDAY
4 PC. FRIED CHICKEN $9.95
SHRIMP ALFREDO $15.95
LIVER & ONIONS $9.95

WEDNESDAY
FISH & CHIPS $12.95
MEATLOAF $9.95
JAMBALAYA $9.95

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
BACON WRAPPED SCALLOPS $15.95

GRILLED SALMON $16.95
CRAB IMPERIAL $19.95

SUNDAY
4 PC. FRIED CHICKEN $9.95

DAILY SPECIALS

Regular Menu Also Available
Reservations Highly Recommended

Merry Christmas to
All & A Happy
New Year!

Open Christmas Eve until 7:30 pm
Closed Christmas Day

New Year’s Eve
Dinner Specials 

Stuffed Mahi $28
Served Blackened or Grilled,
topped with Crab Imperial

Twin Lobster Tails $30
Two- 6 Ounce Lobster Tails
served with Melted Butter

Prime Rib $28
10 Ounce Slow Roasted Tender
Prime Rib cooked to your liking

Bacon Wrapped Scallops $16
Five Large Scallops Sauteed and

Topped with a Thai Soy Maple Glaze

410-208-4260 • taylorsneighborhoodrestaurant.com

Happy Hour 4-7p.m.
Every day

THURSDAY
CHICKEN POT PIE $9.95
1/2 RACK RIBS $15.95
VEAL PARMESAN $11.95
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Pines PD honored
during ceremony
at community ctr.

(Dec. 21, 2017) The Ocean Pines
Police Department held a special de-
partmental meeting on Dec. 7 at the
Ocean Pines Community Center to
honor exemplary efforts put forth by
members of the agency.

“Our officers work hard to keep
our community safe,” Ocean Pines
Police Chief Dave Massey said. “The
actions of these police personnel are
in the best traditions of our police de-
partment. I am proud to command
such personnel.”

Along with Massey and Officer of
the Year Lt. Leo Ehrisman, General
Manager John Bailey attended the
presentation of awards. 

“It was an opportunity for me to be
reminded of how dangerous such
jobs are, because they deal with the
unknown every minute,” Bailey said.
“I encourage everyone to continue to
say a word of thanks and apprecia-
tion for what they do.”

During the special presentation,
seven members of the Ocean Pines
Police Department were recognized
and received the following awards:

Meritorious Service Award:
Awarded to any member of the police
department who distinguishes
him/herself by performing his/her
duties in a manner that clearly ex-
ceeds what is normally required or
expected or for a highly creditable po-
lice accomplishment.

Meritorious Service Award
for 2017: Pco. Kim Carmine

For the first time, the FBI con-
ducted an audit of criminal history
computers in all police departments
in Maryland. Each police department
had to submit a preliminary audit
statement prior to the FBI arriving
for an on-scene inspection. 

When the FBI auditor arrived, he
stated that Ocean Pines had submit-
ted the most thorough and complete
audit from all other police agencies
he had inspected. The result of this
audit later determined that Ocean
Pines had only minor corrections
needed for the audit. The excellent
results of this audit were largely due
to the efforts of Pco. Carmine. 

Excellent Police Perform-
ance: Awarded to any member of the
police department, including civil-
ians, for an act or achievement above
that which is normally required or ex-
pected.

Excellent Police Performance
for 2017: Pfc. Dylan Miller and Cpl.
Chris Tarr

Pfc. Miller conducted a routine
traffic stop of a suspicious vehicle.
The operator of the vehicle did not
have a valid driver’s license. Seeing
the vehicle on the road at a later date,
Miller followed the vehicle to a resi-
dence in Ocean Pines. 

Seeing numerous vehicles fre-
quent this residence at odd hours,
and with computer information ob-
tained about possible prostitution,

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

GIVING GOLD
The Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean City supports Worcester County G.O.L.D. (Giving Other Lives Dignity) with semi-annual donations of
$400. Pictured, from left, are Kiwanis Club’s Chair for Worcester GOLD, Jim Spicknall, Worcester GOLD Board President Carol Jacobs and Kiwanis Club
President Ralph Chinn. Worcester GOLD administers a pantry supporting young children from pre-natal until age 4. 

See OUR Page 23

$1,500
REBATE

GET A

when you buy a qualifying 
geothermal heat pump.

$650
REBATE

GET UP TO A

when you buy a qualifying 
air source heat pump.

$400
REBATE

GET UP TO A

when you buy a qualifying 
ductless mini-split system.

With nearly half of the energy in your home going to heating and cooling,* saving matters. 
Get ready for cold weather now by upgrading your HVAC equipment and increasing the 
effi ciency of your heating system. 

Call 1-866-353-5799 or visit 
delmarva.com/hvac to learn more and 
fi nd a Participating Contractor in your area.

*Source: energystar.gov, 2017. Offer valid for Delmarva Power Maryland residential customers only. 

WE’LL HELP YOU SAVE
ON MONTHLY HEATING COSTS.

$1,500
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Pfc. Miller and Cpl. Tarr conducted a
lengthy criminal investigation, which
led to undercover solicitation, and ar-
rests for prostitution and drugs. The
dedication of Pfc. Miller and Cpl. Tarr
to pursue this investigation from a
simple traffic stop, helped break up a
prostitution ring in Ocean Pines.

Excellent Police Performance
for 2017: Pfc. Maykel Suarez
During evening security patrol,

Pfc. Suarez noticed a suspicious vehi-
cle parked in Huntington Park.
Through interrogation and investiga-
tion, Pfc. Suarez was able to make a
drug distribution arrest and eventu-
ally recover 117 grams of suspected
marijuana. 
He is recognized for his determi-

nation to take a suspicious vehicle in-
cident and pursue it to a drug
distribution arrest.

Excellent Police Performance
for 2017: Pfc. Dylan Miller
After stopping a vehicle for a traf-

fic violation, Pfc. Miller noticed the
driver acting in a nervous and unusu-
ally erratic manner. The driver pro-
vided a fictitious name and identity to
Pfc. Miller. The investigation led the
suspect to be correctly identified as a
wanted subject with another name.
Recovered from the vehicle were a

concealed weapon and $7,400 in
counterfeit currency. Through his
tenacious efforts and investigation,
Miller took a simple traffic stop and
developed a counterfeit currency and
concealed weapon arrest. 

Excellent Police Performance
for 2017: Pfc. Ricky Kerrigan
While observing traffic and in sta-

tionary mode, Pfc. Kerrigan observed
a single vehicle lose control, vault in
a ditch and overturn several times,
trapping the driver inside. The vehi-
cle began to burn. Pfc. Kerrigan sta-
bilized the victim, a 76-year-old
female, and put out the fire with his
fire extinguisher. 
He then contacted the fire depart-

ment and attempted to remove the
victim from the vehicle. With the
later efforts of the fire department,
the driver was removed and trans-
ported to a local hospital. Pfc. Kerri-
gan is recognized for his quick
thinking and immediate response to
a life-threatening incident.

Excellent Police Performance
for 2017: Lt. Greg Schoepf
In police work, it is not always

what you do, but sometimes what you
do not do. During the annual home-

owner’s meeting for Ocean Pines, Lt.
Schoepf was designated as the Ser-
geant at Arms. His job was to keep
order at the meeting, while utilizing
discretion. 
During the meeting an irate citizen

charged the podium, screaming at
Board members about water in his
ditches. Although Lt. Schoepf could
have arrested the subject for disor-
derly conduct and created a public
scene, he chose diplomacy, calming
the homeowner down. He took a very
public and video-based crisis and de-
fused it. Numerous elected officials
and residents remarked how profes-
sional and reassuring his actions
were, reflecting positively on the de-
partment. 

Silver Star Award: Awarded to
any member of the police department
who distinguishes him/herself con-
spicuously by gallantry and at the risk
of his/her life.

Silver Star Award for 2017:
Pfc. David Richardson
As the result of a domestic com-

plaint, a suspect was identified as
having assaulted several individuals
with a knife. The suspect was seen by
Pfc. Richardson holding a knife and
then retreating into a residence, bar-
ricading himself inside the residence
and refusing to cooperate with police. 
Units of the Maryland State Police

and Worcester County Sheriff’s Office
responded to assist at the scene.
While the police chief was engaged in
verbal conversation with the suspect,
Pfc. Richardson and other units made
forcible entry into the residence. 
Surprising the suspect, who was

still armed with a knife, Richardson
tackled the suspect and was able to
take the knife away. The suspect was
taken into custody, uninjured, and
later charged with first-degree as-
sault. For risking his life, and not re-
sorting to deadly force, Pfc.
Richardson is awarded the depart-
ment’s highest honor.
Ocean Pines has a state certified,

full service police agency that oper-
ates 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. The department protects life
and property, preserves the peace
and enforces all state and county
laws, including traffic laws, in a fair
and impartial manner. 
All sworn officers attend 23 weeks

of intensive police training at the
Eastern Shore Criminal Justice Acad-
emy in Salisbury. Upon graduation,
the Maryland Police Training Com-
mission certifies all officers.

‘Our officers work hard to
keep our community safe’
Continued from Page 22

Get the best guide app in the Ocean City
area. At the App Store or Google Play.
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SCIENCE CLASS
Stephen Decatur High School science teacher Nicole Billetdeaux, center, demonstrates a sheep
brain dissection in her Anatomy and Physiology class during American Education Week. She is
pictured with Bruklyn Waters, Ka’Mell Tatum, McKenzie Dancy and Aleyah Lewis.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

VOLUNTEER DINNER
Worcester County Humane Society held its annual
dinner at Ocean City Fish Company in West Ocean
City on Nov. 10, raising over $8,000 for the no-kill
animal shelter in Berlin. Longtime humane society
volunteer, Bill Morison, is joined by his daughter,
Michelle Haas.

PHOTO COURTESY ADRIENNE KOZMA

SCOUTS FOR TROOPS
Girl Scout Troop 812 of Berlin collected personal items for active U.S. servicemen and women
overseas. They teamed up with Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School for the November drive.
Pictured, from left, are Julia Kozma, Summer Brenner, Evelyn Walsh, Emery Busko, Chloe Beall,
Isabella Johnson, Stephanie Sampson and Summer Banks.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

GIVING BACK
Brandon Ely, general manager of Ripley’s Believe It or Not in Ocean City, recently honored three
fourth graders from Berlin Intermediate School. Students received a certificate and tickets to the
museum. The students honored for November were Nicholas Perella, Caydence Walter and Nate
Winklbauer. They are pictured with Erin Grunden, special education teacher.

PHOTO COURTESY D.J. LANDIS, SR.

SDMS BUILDERS CLUB
Stephen Decatur Middle School Builders Club, a Student Leadership Club of Kiwanis, collected
money, food and supplies for Believe In Tomorrow, which were donated at the school’s Health Fair
on Nov. 16.  Pictured with some of the 35 boxes of collected items, in front, from left, are Charlie
Klein, Skylar Cook, Kylie Sens, Hailey Bowden, Brooklyn Durham, Lilyanne Hartley and Skylar Griffen,
and in back, Teacher Advisor Mindy Oullette, Ariann Gray, Aria Islam, Evan Ritz, Georgia Ogelsby and
Lilly Deveraux. Not pictured are Kiwanis Club Advisor Jackie Todd and Builders Club Co-Teacher
Advisor Leah Olson.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

UNITED WAY 5K
Stephen Decatur Middle School hosted The United Way 5K on Nov. 18. Eighty runners participated. The event raised $1,500 for the Worcester
County United Way Fundraising Campaign. Pictured are the first,- second- and third-place winners for each category. 

Snapshots
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NOW PLAYING
BJ’S ON THE WATER

75th Street and the bay
Ocean City
410-524-7575
www.bjsonthewater.com
Dec. 22: Four Play, 9 p.m.
Dec. 23: Over Time, 9 p.m.
Dec. 27: Ricci LaRicci & the Left-
overs, 6-9 p.m.

BOURBON STREET ON THE BEACH

116th Street, behind Fountain Head
Towers Condominium
Ocean City 
443-664-2896
www.bourbonstreetonthebeach.com
Dec. 22: Bagabon, 7-10 p.m.
Dec. 23: Kevin Poole, 7-10 p.m.
Dec. 27: Open Mic, 8-11 p.m.
Dec. 28: Chris Button, 7-10 p.m.

CAPTAIN’S TABLE

15th St. & Baltimore Ave.
Ocean City
410-289-7192
www.captainstableoc.com
Every Friday & Saturday: Phil Perdue,
5:30 p.m.

CASINO AT OCEAN DOWNS

10218 Racetrack Road
Berlin
410-641-0600
www.oceandowns.com
Dec 22: Sol Knopf, 5:30-9:30 p.m.
Dec 23: Sol Knopf, 4:30-8:30 p.m.;
Monkee Paw Trio, 9:30 p.m to 1:30 a.m.

THE COVE AT MUMFORD’S 
LANDING OCEAN PINES

1 Mumford’s Landing Road
Ocean Pines
410-641-7501
www.oceanpines.org
Dec. 22: Eastern Electric, 8 p.m.
Dec. 23: Trivia Night, 4 p.m.

DUFFY’S TAVERN

130th Street in the 
Montego Bay Shopping Center
410-250-1449
www.duffysoc.com
Dec. 22: Bob Hughes, 5-9 p.m.

HARBORSIDE BAR & GRILL

12841 S. Harbor Road
West Ocean City
410-213-1846
www.ocharborside.com
Dec. 22: DJ Billy T, 4 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Dec. 23: Side Project/Chris Button,
2-6 p.m.; DJ Jeremy, 9 p.m. to 2
a.m.

HARVEST MOON TAVERN

208 W. Green St.
Snow Hill
410-632-9890
harvestmoontavern@gmail.com
Dec. 22: Ted Elliot, 7-10 p.m.

OCEAN CLUB NIGHTCLUB

In the Horizons Restaurant
In the Clarion Fontainebleau Hotel
101st Street and the ocean
Ocean City
410-524-3535
www.clarionoc.com
Every Friday and Saturday: DJ Dusty,
9 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Dec. 22-23: Power Play

PICKLES

706 Philadelphia Ave.
Ocean City
410-289-4891
www.picklesoc.com
Dec. 23: Beats by Adam Dutch, 10
p.m.

SEACRETS

49th Street and the bay
Ocean City
410-524-4900

www.seacrets.com
Dec. 22: JJ Rupp Band, 9 p.m. to 1
a.m.
Dec. 23: Full Circle, 5-9 p.m.; The
Benderz, 10 p.m. to 1:50 a.m.
Dec. 28: Full Circle Duo, 5-9 p.m.

SKYE RAW BAR & GRILLE

66th Street, bayside
Ocean City
410-723-6762
www.skyebaroc.com
Dec. 22: Christmas Party w/The
Stims, 4:30 p.m.

WHISKER’S BAR & GRILL

11070 Cathell Road, Suite 17
Pines Plaza, Ocean Pines
410-208-3922
www.whiskersbar.com
Dec. 22: Karaoke w/Donnie Berkey

FULL CIRCLE
SEACRETS

Saturday, December 23, 5-9 p.m.

DJ JEREMY
HARBORSIDE BAR & GRILL

Saturday, December 23, 9 p.m. - 2 a.m.

EASTERN ELECTRIC
THE COVE AT MUMFORD’S LANDING OCEAN PINES

Friday, December 22, 8 p.m.
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NAACP MEETING
Worcester County NAACP hosted newly-elected Snow Hill Councilwoman LaToya Purnell during its
November meeting at the Snow Hill Library. Pictured are NAACP members and guests with Purnell,
third from left. 
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GUEST SPEAKER 
Beth Rodier, president-elect of the Republican Women’s Club, was the guest speaker during a recent
meeting of the General Levin Winder Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution. Rodier,
left, is pictured with chapter Regent Patricia Ayers.  

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

ROOST DONATION
Diakonia Executive Director Claudia Nagle was recently presented a donation by Ravens Roost #44
representative Eric Waterman.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

TOURNAMENT WINNERS
Team Grim was the winner of the Ocean City-Berlin Rotary Club Miniature Golf Tournament at Old
Pro Golf on Oct. 21. Pictured, from left, are Barbara Pardee and John and Jeff Grim with President
Margaret Mudron. Lou Ann Grim is not pictured. The Ocean City/Berlin Rotary Club meets on
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. in the Captain's Table Restaurant (Courtyard Marriott Hotel) 15th Street
and N. Baltimore Ave. in Ocean City.

For Future Features Info:
call: 302-732-3744

or visit:
www.theclaytontheatre.com

THE GREATEST
SHOWMAN

SSTTAARRTTIINNGG FFRRII DDEECC 2222

RATED PG

OPEN 7:00PM

MATINEES $7.50
Sun., Wed. & Fri. 2:30

SPECIAL SENIOR
NIGHTS

$7.50

Adults $9.50

Children 
(11 & under)

$7.50

CLOSED
SUN, DEC. 24

OPEN
MON-SAT, DEC. 25-30

Wednesday & Thursday
60 & Over 
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What a great week this has been. Meeting up with
my Coffee Crew at Coastal Coffee Roasting, getting
the house cleaned and ready for Christmas, making

merry at Bleached Butterfly in
Berlin last night with some
friends – some old and some
new – and getting out of my
grinchy Christmas funk. I
keep talking about getting out
more and socializing myself
like a puppy, and it does make
for a better day. I even took
my buddy Keith around to the
alpaca store. Who knew? I’m
pretty sure that my daughters
will like the socks in their
stockings in a few days.

Recently, walking through our quaint little bor-
ough, I happed upon the new J&M Meat Market
and was ecstatic that their doors are open. I know
just about everyone who opened it and who works
there, so I knew that it would be good. What I did
not know is that they have a butcher who comes in
twice a week (I think that’s what they told me) and
handmakes all the sausage.
Fresh sausage? Yes, please! I make my own at

work regularly, but I lack the equipment at home,
so any time a local guy that I can trust is making it,
I can jump on board that train pretty quickly (and
reference Toby Gilbert here as a standby on that
front as well).
It makes me happy to see so much talent moving

into Berlin and accentuating the talent that already
existed in town. It makes our lives, as foodies and
social little butterflies, just that much easier. 
Upon my first visit to the Market, I got my hands

on some of the organic chicken breast, some ten-
derloin steaks, two different types of sausage and
of course I couldn’t leave without one of Mike’s
cold cut subs. It was a winner of an afternoon.
Upon getting home, the first thing that I thought

about throwing the sweet sausage in was a mari-
nara that would adorn my super-simple fresh pasta
with some sautéed mushrooms and shaved Parmi-
giano-Reggiano. 
Now before you get all in a tizzy, I understand

this is not a traditional marinara. I understand that
your grandmother’s would have far-exceeded this.
That’s fine. Out of all the lineages that bless my
family, Italian is not one of them and never would
I pretend otherwise. As far as I know, I am French
(obvious if you look at the name), Irish, Scottish,
German, Swiss and possibly a few more – but not
Italian.
But this sauce is the bomb, as the kids say these

days, and this is so easy to make. The seasoned
sausage develops the sauce for you and basically
this dish makes itself.
So get out there, buy some fresh goodies and get

ready for the big day! This was a week that truly
made me love our little town. 

Fresh Pasta, Sausage Marinara
serves about 6
2 cups Shiitake or Crimini mushrooms, sliced
1 Tbsp. Unsalted butter
1 Tbsp. EV Olive oil 
1 1/2 lb. Fresh pasta (recipe follows)
2 cup Fresh sausage marinara (Recipe follows)
Parmigiano-Reggiano, as needed

Italian Parsley and Basil chiffonade, as needed
Salt & Pepper, as needed
1. Sauté the mushrooms in the oil and butter

until tender. Season and keep warm until service
2. Assuming that your sauce is done, mush-

rooms are sautéed and parm is shaved, bring a pot
of water to a boil
3. Drop the pasta in the water for about three

minutes. Fresh pasta takes nowhere near as long
as dry pasta to cook, so cook it quickly
4. Drain, sauce and garnish with mushrooms,

herbs and cheese
5. Serve with a nice Sangiovese

Fresh Pasta
makes about 2#
1 pound Hi-gluten flour
8 ounces 00 Flour (available online)
1/4 cup Whole milk
2 whole eggs
salt & Pepper, as needed
1. Place flours in stand mixer with the dough

hook attachment and pour in milk and add eggs as
it is spinning
2. Adjust the flour and/or milk to get a nice

doughball while still maintaining some flexibility
3. Knead for about eight minutes and allow to

rest covered in plastic
4. When ready to roll, put some flour on your

pasta machine and roll to the desired thickness.
Use the owner’s manual per machine as they all

differ, but the end result must be thin
5. When the pasta is rolled, let it sit out on a

clean counter to dry out a little bit
6. When it is still malleable but not tacky at all,

run through the cutter of your choice to make any-
thing from pappardelle to spaghetti
7. Set aside until ready to use

Sausage Marinara
makes about two quarts
1 pound Fresh sausage from J&M Meat Market
4 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 red onion, minced
1 Shallot, minced
2 cans diced tomatoes
1 cup Dry red wine
1 tsp. Fresh oregano, finely minced
1. Cook the sausage, breaking it up until it re-

sembles ground beef in texture. If it is low fat, start
with some olive oil
2. When the sausage is cooked, add the garlic

and onion (& shallots) and cook for about five min-
utes
3. When everything is tender, add the tomatoes

and the red wine, cooking until the flavors have
married and most of the wine is cooked off
4. Finish with the oregano and season with salt

and pepper. Keep hot until service

— Paul G. Suplee is an Associate Professor of
Culinary Arts at Wor-Wic Community  College. 

Find his ePortfolio at www.heartofakitchen.com.

By Paul Suplee, 
MBA, CEC, PC-3

Cuisine
Falling in love with Berlin all over again
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RENEW YOUR
TAGS HERE!

MVA TITLE
& TAG SERVICES

SMITH’S MARKET
BE E R  •  W I N E  •  S N A C K S  •  P R O P A N E

EXP.  DEC 31, 2017

GAS GRILL
PROPANE
WITH $5 PURCHASE

$14
PLUS TAX 

MD LOTTERY WINNERS
PLAY HERE

$3000 SCRATCH OFF WINNER
$2500 PICK4 WINNER

PLEASE VISIT RACETRACKOC.COM
TO VIEW DETAILS OF OUR 
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

PREVIOUSLY OWNED
VEHICLES FOR SALE:

BUY HERE • PAY HERE
ALL VEHICLES ARE

MD STATE INSPECTED

• ’00 FORD RANGER
• ’12 CHEVY COLORADO
• ’10 DODGE CARAVAN
• ’14 FORD FUSION
• ’06 TOYOTA CAMRY
• ’14 NISSAN ALTIMA
• ’05 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY
• ’12 CHEVY CRUZE
• ’02 CHEVY SUBURBAN

410-352-5070 • RACETRACKOC.COM
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

11740 Worcester Hwy.
Showell, MD 21862

72

Puzzles
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THU, DEC. 21
REINDEER GAMES
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
Ocean Pines, MD, 10:30 a.m. Holiday
science, art and fund for 3 to 7 year old
children. 410-208-4014

STORY TIME ‘HOLIDAYS’
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington
St., Snow Hill, MD, 10:30 a.m. For 2 to 5
year old children. 410-632-3495

COASTAL HOSPICE GRIEF SUPPORT
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
Ocean Pines, MD, 11 a.m. The group
meets every Thursday. Free and open to
anyone who has lost a loved one, not just
Coastal Hospice families. 410-251-8163

BEACH SINGLES
Harpoon Hanna’s, 39064 Harpoon
Road, Fenwick Island, DE, 3 to 6 p.m.
Every Thursday, Beach Singles 45-Plus
meets for happy hour. Info: Arlene, 302-
436-9577 or Kate, 410-524-0649.
http://www.BeachSingles.org

LAP TIME
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, Ocean City, MD, 3:30 p.m. Chil-
dren will be introduced to songs, games
and finger plays. For children under 2
years old. 410-524-1818

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
Those Clever Canines, 11022 Nicholas
Lane, Unit 9, Ocean Pines, MD, 4 to 8
p.m. There will be food and beverages
for attendees and their pets plus oppor-
tunities to take holiday photos, join in
sing carols and even some reindeer
games. Also, collecting pet food, toys, lit-
ter, beds, etc. for a local charity.

FRI, DEC. 22
FIBER FRIENDS (FORMERLY BALLYCASTLE
KNITS)
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
Ocean Pines, MD, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Bring your lap work and join these infor-
mal get-togethers. Knitters, crocheters,
embroiderers, etc. are welcomed. Victo-
ria Christie-Healy,
moonlightknitting@gmail.com, 703-
507-0708

LAP TIME
Berlin library, 220 N. Main St., Berlin,
MD, 10:30 a.m. For infants and toddlers
up to age 2 and their caregivers. 410-
641-0650

FREE CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES
Dunes Manor Hotel & Suites, 2800 Bal-
timore Ave., Ocean City, MD, 5 to 11
p.m. Friday’s festivities include photos
with Santa and an elf (cookies and hot
chocolate served) from 5-7 p.m., holiday
movies by the pool (candy and popcorn
served) from 7-9 p.m. and a singalong of
holiday favorites in the Dunes Piano

Lounge with Shirley Toms from 7-11
p.m. 410-289-1100, http://www.dunes-
manor.com

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS CHRISTMAS
SHOW AND BENEFIT
Dry Dock 28, 2709 N. Philadelphia Ave.,
Ocean City, MD, 5 to 9 p.m. Perform-
ance by Jimmy Charles. St. Mary Star of
the Sea/Holy Savior Parish Food Pantry
& Assistance Program. http://www.jim-
mycharlesmusic.com

SAT, DEC. 23
FARMERS MARKET
White Horse Park, 239 Ocean Parkway,
Ocean Pines, MD, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Held
every Saturday. Locally grown vegeta-
bles and fruits, eggs, honey, kettle korn,
flowers, artisan breads, seafood, meats
and more. New vendors welcome. 410-
641-7717, Ext. 3006

‘THE CORDDRY COMPANY CROSSING’
TRAIN GARDEN
The Pocomoke River Canoe Company, 2
River St., Snow Hill, MD, 1 to 4 p.m.
Featuring an operating O gauge train
garden. Fun for all ages. 

FREE CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES
Dunes Manor Hotel & Suites, 2800 Bal-
timore Ave., Ocean City, MD, 4 to 11
p.m. Saturday’s festivities include holi-
day crafts and children’s games from 4-6
p.m., photos with Santa and an elf
(cookies and hot chocolate served) from
5-7 p.m., Polar Express Dinner & Movie
Experience from 6-8 p.m. and a singa-
long of holiday favorites in the Dunes
Piano Lounge with Shirley Toms from 7-
11 p.m. Reservations are required to at-
tend “The Polar Express,” and each
family that attends is asked to donate a
new toy, which will be donated to Diako-
nia. Reservations: Tracy Rice,
trice@dunesmanor.com or 410-289-
1100. http://www.dunesmanor.com

SANTA’S HOUSE
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, Ocean Pines, MD, 4 to 7
p.m. Children are encouraged to come
visit Santa and mail their letters in
Santa’s special mailbox. Open to the
public. Ocean Pines Recreation and
Parks Department, 410-641-7052.

SUN, DEC. 24
FREE CHRISTMAS ACTIVITY
Dunes Manor Hotel & Suites, 2800 Bal-
timore Ave., Ocean City, MD, 10 a.m. to
12 p.m. Decorate your own cookies for
Santa. 410-289-1100,
http://www.dunesmanor.com

‘THE CORDDRY COMPANY CROSSING’
TRAIN GARDEN
The Pocomoke River Canoe Company, 2
River St., Snow Hill, MD, 1 to 4 p.m.
Featuring an operating O gauge train

garden. Fun for all ages. 

OLD FASHIONED LESSONS & CAROLS
Historic St. Martin’s, 11413 Old Worces-
ter Highway, Showell, MD, 5 p.m. Com-
plimentary parking.
http://www.historicstmartinschurch.org

MON, DEC. 25
20TH ANNUAL N.O.E.L. COMMUNITY 
DINNER
Holy Savior Catholic Church, 1705
Philadelphia Ave., Ocean City, MD, 11

a.m. to 2 p.m. Everyone is invited. Serv-
ing ham, macaroni and cheese, green
beans, rolls and desserts. Also, featuring
music and a visit from Santa. Carryouts
available. Donations can be sent to The
N.O.E.L. Community, c/o St. Paul’s by
the Sea, 302 N. Baltimore Ave., Ocean
City, MD 21842. St. Paul’s by-the-Sea,
410-289-3453

TUE, DEC. 26
WINTERFEST SOCCER CAMP
Northside Park Recreation Complex,

Calendar Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com
by 5 p.m. Monday.  All community-related activities will be
published at no charge.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

DONATION
ASC&D Gives, a committee within ASC&D Serves, donates to employee-nominated charities or
causes throughout the year. ASC&D donated $1,000 to the Believe in Tomorrow organization to
sponsor its upcoming fundraiser. Believe in Tomorrow provides respite housing for families with
children who are fighting life-threatening illnesses. Wayne Littleton from Believe in Tomorrow is
pictured with Kasi Queen, Laura Bren and Rachel Thompson.

PHOTO COURTESY D.J. LANDIS, SR.

KIWANIS RECOGNIZED 
The Salvation Army’s Red Kettle 2017 campaign began with the annual Kickoff Breakfast in
Salisbury recently. The Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines – Ocean City received the second-
place award for its 120 hours of manning the Red Kettle in the “Clubs & Non-Profit Organizations”
division. Pictured, from left, are Kiwanis Club’s Chair for Red Kettle Campaign Stella Hartington,
Kiwanis Club President Ralph Chinn and Honorary Kiwanian Wilma Chinn.  
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200 125th St., Ocean City, MD, 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. The camp, held Dec. 26-27, is
open to boys and girls ages 6 to 14 years
old and includes top-notch instruction
directed by Colby Fell. Cost is $50 for
Ocean City residents and $60 for non-
residents. All campers will received a
soccer ball, T-shirt, a 4x6 photo with
their coaches, a certificate of completion
and a pizza party. Register online at
http://oceancitymd.gov/oc/depart-
ments/recreation-parks/, call 410-250-
0125 or stop by Northside Park for a
registration form. Camp gift certificates
are also available. 

REinDEER GAMES
Berlin library, 220 N. Main St., Berlin,
MD, 10:30 a.m. Holiday science, art and
fun for 3 to 7 year old children. 410-641-
0650

MAKE AnD TAKE
Pocomoke library, 301 Market St.,
Pocomoke City, MD, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Use the maker cart to draw, paint and
create. 410-957-0878

FAMily niGhT MOviE
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, Ocean City, MD, 5:30 p.m. Enjoy
the movie “Happy Feet” and popcorn.
410-524-1818

TAKE OFF POunDS SEnSibly MEETinG
Worcester County Health Center, 9730
Healthway Drive, Berlin, MD, 5:30 to 7
p.m. The group meets each Tuesday.
TOPS is a support and educational
group promoting weight loss and health
lifestyle. jeanduck47@gmail.com

binGO
Pocomoke Elks Lodge 1624, 1944
Worcester Highway, Pocomoke City,
MD, 7 p.m. Doors open at 6 p.m., early
bingo at 7 p.m. and regular games start
at 7:30 p.m. Food and non-alcoholic
drinks available. Open to the public.
410-957-3556

WED, DEC. 27
KiWAniS Club OF GREATER OCEAn
PinES/OCEAn CiTy
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, Ocean Pines, MD, 8
a.m. Meets every Wednesday. Doors
open at 7 a.m., meeting begins at 8 a.m.
410-641-7330, http://www.kiwaniso-
fopoc.org

JuniOR liFEGuARD PROGRAM
Sports Core Pool, 11144 Cathell Road,
Ocean Pines, MD, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Chil-
dren, 7 years and older, will learn life-
guarding skills, play games, visit the
local fire department and enjoy a pizza
lunch. Participants must be strong
swimmers. Cost is $75 and includes a T-
shirt, whistle, first-aid kit, lunch, snacks
and drinks. Open to the public. Register:
Ocean Pines Aquatics Department, 410-
641-5255

lAP TiME
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
Ocean Pines, MD, 10:30 a.m. For chil-

dren under 2 and their caregivers. 410-
208-4014

STORy TiME ‘WARM AnD COzy’
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, Ocean City, MD, 10:30 a.m. Best
for 2 to 5 year old children but all are
welcome. 410-524-1818

STiTCh-n-SiP FibER ARTS GROuP
Pocomoke library, 301 Market St.,
Pocomoke City, MD, 11 a.m. Open to
people who knit, crochet, cross stitch
and all other textile arts. Beginners wel-
come. Light refreshments provided. 410-
957-0878

DElMARvA hAnD DAnCE Club
Ocean City Elks Lodge, 13708 Sinepux-
ent Ave., Ocean City, MD, 5:30 to 9 p.m.
The group meets every Wednesday. Jit-
terbug, swing, cha-cha to the sounds of
the ‘50s, ‘60s and Carolina Beach music.
A $5 donation per person to benefit Vet-
erans and local charities in the Del-
marva region. Elk members and their
guests welcome. dance@delmarvahand-
dancing.com, 410-208-1151, http://del-
marvahanddancing.com

OCEAn CiTy/bERlin ROTARy Club 
MEETinG
Captain’s Table Restaurant in the Court-
yard by Marriott, 2 15th St, Ocean City,
MD, 6 p.m. The group meets every
Wednesday. cliff0917@aol.com, 410-
641-1700

bEREAvEMEnT SuPPORT GROuP
Atlantic General Hospital, conference
room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin,
MD, 7 to 8 p.m. The group gathers the
fourth Wednesday of each month. Pre-
registration is not necessary. Pastoral
Care Services, gmansell@atlanticgen-
eral.org, 410-641-9725

OnGOinG EvEnTS
bERlin RESTAuRAnT WEEK
Participating restaurants will feature
food and drink specials for breakfast,
lunch and/or dinner and dessert, from
Jan. 8-14. Customers can also partici-
pate in a raffle to win a basket of gift
cards and $100 cash. Participants will be
given a card to be stamped at three dif-
ferent locations and turned into the
Berlin Welcome Center.
http://www.berlinmd.gov

WinTERFEST OF liGhTS
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean
City, MD, through Dec. 31. Featuring
more than one million holiday lights and
hundreds of animated light displays.
The heated Winterfest Village pavilion,
features photos with Santa and hot
chocolate. Admission is board the train
is $5 for adults 12 years and older. Chil-
dren, 11 years and younger, ride free.
Hours are Sunday through Thursday,
5:30-9:30 p.m. and Friday and Satur-
day, 5:30-10:30 p.m. www.ococean.com

CRAFTy SATuRDAy MADE & TAKE ‘WinTER
hOliDAyS’
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,

Ocean Pines, MD, every Saturday in De-
cember, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Use your imagi-
nation to create holiday themed crafts
provided by the library. For all ages.
410-208-4014

MAKE & TAKE ‘GiFT TAGS’
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, Ocean City, MD, through Decem-
ber. The Make & Take cart will feature
supplies to decorate your own gift tags.
410-524-1818

bOOK A libRARiAn
Any branch, through January. Need
some one-on-one help with your re-
sume, job application, E-Reader or basic
computer skills? Contact your closest li-
brary branch to schedule a personal ap-
pointment.

2018 ADulT READinG ChAllEnGE
Stop by the Snow Hill library, 307 N.
Washington St., Snow Hill, MD in Janu-
ary to pick up a checklist for the chal-
lenge. Check off categories as you
complete them and come back to the li-
brary to be eligible for prizes. 410-632-
3495

MAKE & TAKE ‘binOCulARS’
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, Ocean City, MD, all through Janu-
ary. The Make & Take cart will feature
supplies to decorate your own dinocu-

lars. 410-524-1818

bAy TO OCEAn WRiTERS COnFEREnCE
This is a day for all who have been in-
spired to write a blog or poetry, research
non-fiction, get cracking at that next
novel or increase your income with
other forms of writing. Offering a holi-
day gift discount for non-members, now
thru Dec. 31, of $95. Go to www.eastern-
shorewriters.org and register before
Dec. 31. After that the price is $120.

TRiP TO JAMAiCA RAFFlE
Believe In Tomorrow candidate Maria
McEvoy is raffling off a four night, five
day trip to Jamaica at Sandals Resort in
Ocho Rios. Tickets cost $10 each or 3 for
$20. The drawing will take place on
Prom Night (Feb. 3, 2018). For tickets,
stop by Sandals Bridal Shop in West
Ocean City or call McEvoy at 443-944-
4763. Funds can also be doated through
www.gofundme.com/believein-tomor-
row.

AuTOGRAPhED GuiTAR RAFFlE
Believe In Tomorrow candidate EJ Foxx
is having an ongoing autographed guitar
auction, which is signed by Jason
Aldean, Brothers Osbourne, Luke Bryan
and Brad Paisley. Tickets cost $10 and
can be purchased at the K107.7 station
in Salisbury or at various locations an-
nounced on the radio station.

Calendar Duo heads south,
Appalachian Trail
hike moved to Fla.
(Dec. 21, 2017) Two intrepid

women began a long Appalachian
Trial hike in support of the Jesse
Klump Memorial Fund last week, but
due to unforeseen circumstances,
Snow Hill resident Jean Schreccen-
gost and her friend, Melissa Ordway
of Alaska, have had to change their
venue.  
They will now be hiking the

Florida Trail from Pensacola to the
Everglades, 1,000 miles.  
“I commend and admire these two

women for continuing their mission
despite setbacks. They are an inspira-
tion to many who struggle with men-
tal illness and suicidal thoughts,” said
Fund President Kim Klump. “They
are spreading the word about warn-
ing signs of depression and suicide
and fundraising for the Jesse Klump
Memorial Fund.”
Schrecengost, 37, and Ordway, 36,

were scheduled to start their trek in
New Hampshire on Dec. 13 and head
south before finishing up on Feb. 1 in
Pine Grove, Pennsylvania, depending
on the weather. Now they have
moved further south. They will still
be distributing information about
suicide prevention and awareness in
addition to posting on Facebook
throughout their journey.
This is not their first time on the

trail. The duo completed the Springer
Mountain, Georgia, to Pine Grove
portion of the trail, from April to July
in 2013. The entire Appalachian Trial
is approximately 2,181 miles.

“The goal is to raise at least
$10,000 for the Jesse Klump Memo-
rial Fund,” Schrecengost said. “This
is an important and worthy cause be-
cause it affects every single person in
the world. A large part of the greater
community is struggling with addic-
tion, which is a part of mental health.
It is important to create a space to
talk about it and not be ashamed.”
Visit “On The Trail To End Suicide”

on Facebook for updates. Donate at
https://jessespaddle.donorpages.com
/OntheTrailtoEndSuici/OntheTrail-
toEndSuiciname.

PHOTO COURTESY JEAN SCHRECENGOST
Friends, Jean Schrecengost, left, and Melissa
Ordway will walk the Appalachian Trail from
Pensacola to the Everglades in Florida while
raising awareness and funds for the local Jesse
Klump Memorial Fund. 



Page 32 Bayside Gazette December 21, 2017



December 21, 2017 Bayside Gazette Page 33



Page 34 Bayside Gazette December 21, 2017

 

410 213
 rches & Enclosures 

   Baths
 & Garages

 omes, Home Improvements & Remodeling

RPMIEMO

Custom Ho     
Additions & Garages
 Kitchens & 
Screen Porches & Enclosures 

410 213

H  

3 2021
 Free Estimates
 Licensed & Insured

ears Expee   Over 25 Y
   rovements & Re

TNEMEVO

     modeling
 erience

   d

3 2021

R 

410-213
MHIC #29042 wwww..lifestylebu

“BUILDING T TO ENHANCE O ENHANC  

 

3-2021
uildersinc.com       MHBR#19

 CE YOUR LIFESTYLE”

COMPLETE BODY SHOP   
 Auto Sales & Service • Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists

TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE  
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD

410-641-5262
ROUTE 50, BERLIN

 (1/2 Mile East of McDonald’s) 
410-641-3200

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER

A U T O M O T I V E  R E P A I R

MIKE’S
CERAMIC TILE 

& YARD MAINTENANCE
410-641-7420

• Kitchen Backsplash
• All Flooring
• Tub & Shower Recaulking
• Tile Repairs & Drywall Repair
• Junk Removal

• Powerwashing
• Gutters Cleaned
• Yard Clean Up/Mowing
• Weeding/Mulching Beds
• Flower Planting

FREE
ESTIMATES
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H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T
EAST COAST CONSTRUCTION, LLC
Dale 
Christensen
Owner
P.O. Box 1408
Ocean Pines, MD 21811

Now Provides Full Service Siding, Roofing, Painting and Tile Work.
“Quality you deserve and dependability you can count on.”

410-259-5686
dchristensen@jandjconst.net ~ www.jandjconst.net

Home Improvement 
and Plumbing

MHIC #47627
Master Plumbers 
License #3798

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Improvement Projects & Handyman Services

Servicing Delaware & Maryland Beaches
Call Us Today!  (410) 982-8368 • (610) 209-7604

pipelinecontracting.net • info@pipelinecontracting.net
MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 2014100304  PAHIC#104744 • Insured & Licensed

Home Improvement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

No job is too small.
We take care of your
“To Do” list, so you

don’t have to!

• Drywall 
• Flooring
• Tile
• Room Remodeling
• General Carpentry

• Painting
• Painting Touchup 
• Drywall Repair 
• Faucet 

Replacement 

• Lighting/Ceiling 
Fan Replacement 

• Door Lock 
Replacement 

• Screen Repair 

• Plumbing Repair 
• Picture & Shelf 

Hanging
Much…Much…

More….. 

BAYSIDEOC.COM

Photos and Film to DVD
CUSTOM GIFTS

• Custom Gifts
  From Your Photos!
• Photos on Canvas,
  Glass & Aluminum 
• Puzzles
• Playing Cards 
• Mugs

ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL
YOUR PERSONAL AND BUSINESS NEEDS

11065 Cathell Road - Ocean Pines
Open Mon. - Fri. 9am - 5pm • 410-208-0641 • copycentralmd.com
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Zimmerman
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING
• DRYWALL REPAIRS
• WALLPAPER REMOVED
• DECK & HOUSE
  STAINING
• ALWAYS PROMPT
  SERVICE

Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad.
Let’s get thru the hard times together.

Where quailty and service is our guarantee.
Bill Zimmerman

410-390-5528 ~ cell 443-373-4539

PAINTING

NOW ACCEPTING
CREDIT CARDS!

PPaaiinnttiinngg && PPoowweerrwwaasshhiinngg
Interior & Exterior

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years
Licensed & Insured  
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MATTRESS SALE
FREE SAME DAY DELIVERY

7 DAYS A WEEK
Twin Set $139 • Full Set $179 • Queen Set $199

50-70% OFF Premium Sets
Mattress Masters in Ocean Pines, Next to Walgreens
410-641-5307 | Mon-Sat 10-6 | Sun 12-3

Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS who are regular Ocean City Today & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. For all other REALTORS,
there is a weekly charge of $10 per listing. Call 410-723-6397 or fax 410-723-6511 and a sale representative will contact you.

Dec. 21 - Dec. 28

DAY/TIME                       ADDRESS                      BR/BA                 STYLE             PRICE                 AGENCY/AGENT

Daily                                     Assateague Point, Berlin                 1BR/2BR/3BR                     Mobile               From $100,000              Tony Matrona  /Resort Homes

Daily, 10-5                         Gateway Grand – 48th Street              3 & 4BR, 3BA                      Condo                      Inquire               Fritschle Group/Condominium Realty

Sat-Mon, 11-4 pm        Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside  1BR/2/BR/3BR/4/BR+    Condo, Towns & SF               —                    Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate
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