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Tattoo committee
to seek extension
on Jan. deadline

(Jan. 4, 2018) A committee of three
Berlin citizens and two councilmem-
bers have been drafting a tattoo regu-
lation for the town, but will likely ask
for more time before to complete the
job.

The deadline to approve the meas-
ure is January, following the Berlin
Town Council’s approval in Septem-
ber of a 120-day moratorium on new
tattoo businesses so regulations could
be developed. The council created the
Tattoo Ordinance Committee and ap-
pointed its members on Nov. 13.

That group, which includes coun-
cilmen Dean Burrell and Zack Tyndall,
tattoo artists Matthew Amey and
Dana Helmuth and parks commission
members Patricia Dufendach, met for
the first time last month.  

Town Administrator Laura Allen,
who helped facilitate the first session,
said the group worked with drafts of
ordinances from Ocean City and Bal-
timore, as well as Worcester, Calvert
and Alleghany counties. Allen also
provided the group with copies of tat-
too regulations for Maryland and
Delaware.  

“We also talked about the state
health department and county com-
missioners’ role in managing the
health department. To the extent that
the group is interested in health-re-
lated regulations, which I believe is the
case, we will need to be doing some
work with the country to have those
regulations put into place,” Allen said. 

Also during the meeting, the group
elected Amey as chairman and Hel-
muth as vice chairman. 

Allen said the moratorium would
expire at the end of January, but she
expects Amey and Helmuth to attend
the next mayor and council meeting,
Jan. 8, to request an extension. 

Amey, reached for comment, said
first meeting went well and he hoped
officials from the health department
would attend the next scheduled Tat-
too Ordinance Committee meeting,
Jan. 25 at 6 p.m. at Town Hall.

Group making progress and
will meet again this month
By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

Pines 50th celebration underway
(Jan. 4, 2018) A yearlong anniver-

sary celebration begins Saturday in
Ocean Pines with the dedication of a
series of commemorative signs at as-
sociation entryways. 

Signs celebrating the 50th an-
niversary of the community will go up
on the north and south gate en-
trances, as well as on the corner of
Route 589 the Cathell Road, where
the ceremony is scheduled to start at
11 a.m. 

Expected to speak are Ocean Pines
Association President Doug Parks,
General Manager John Bailey and
50th Anniversary Committee Chair-
woman Jennifer Cropper-Rines.

“We’re going to say a few words,
we’re going to kick off the year and
show the signs that were installed [on
Jan. 2],” Cropper-Rines said. “The
board has been invited and the com-
mittee has also been invited for the
kick off.” 

Cropper-Rines encouraged home-
owners and residents to “keep an eye
on the activity guide” for news and

upcoming events “and start thinking
about the events they might want to
attend over the course of the year.” 

Plans for the semicentennial cele-
bration include an anniversary sign
dedication on Jan. 6, anniversary li-
cense plate event on March 24, pa-
rade and community day on June 2,
golf tournament on June 30, 5k run
on July 4, beach bash on July 22,
time capsule opening and cocktail re-
ception on Aug. 11, racquet sports
tournament on Aug. 18 and winter
gala on Nov. 10.

“Every event has a task force and
collectively as a group we’ve really
put a lot of time and thought in,”
Cropper-Rines said. “It’s a lot of
work, but everybody on the commit-
tee has worked very hard and we’ve
got a wealth of energy into it.” 

She added that Marketing and
Public Relations Director Denise
Sawyer has “put a lot of time into this,
also.”

“We are excited to honor and rec-
ognize the legacy of Ocean Pines, a
premier residential and resort com-
munity that continues to provide

awe-inspiring amenities and fun for
the entire family year-round,” Sawyer
said. “We invite residents and non-
residents to experience ‘The Pines’ at
one of our many anniversary events
this upcoming year. We trust you will
fall in love with the waterfront com-
munity that had swept Delmarva,
Maryland and even the country.”

Sponsorships for several of the
events as well as the overall anniver-
sary are available, ranging from plat-
inum levels at $5,000, to “Friends of
Ocean Pines” starting at $50.

Gold level sponsorships are
$3,000, silver are $1,500 and pa-
tron/bronze are $500.

Larger, corporate sponsors will re-
ceive benefits including prominent
listing on 50th anniversary save-the-
date rack cards, entry into the 50th
anniversary parade and plaques and
banners to be displayed during
events, among other perks.

For more details, visit www.ocean-
pines.org/administration/sponsor-
2018-anniversary or contact Sawyer
at 410-641-7717 ext. 3006 or email
dsawyer@oceanpines.org.

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor
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FOR THE BIRDS
West Ocean City resident Frank Penetta stops to feed waterfowl at the frozen North Gate pond, Tuesday in Ocean Pines. 
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FAMILY TIME
Children prepare to descend upon a candy-filled package during a special New Year’s Eve celebration in downtown Berlin. The earlier “ball drop” was
accompanied later in the evening by the traditional end-of-year countdown at midnight. 
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NO PAYMENT
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Warranty
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Call Today!
410-641-1434

*On Select Systems and Approved Credit 
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Hardwire helping
to raise money for
Pocomoke mayor

(Jan. 4, 2018) Pocomoke-based
Hardwire LLC is leading fundraising
efforts to help the family of Mayor
Bruce Morrison pay for medical
costs, following his traumatic brain
injury in late November. 

Morrison was rushed to Peninsula
Regional Medical Center in Salisbury
on Nov. 29 with an apparent sub-
dural hematoma, and then trans-
ferred to Christiana Hospital in
Newark, Delaware.

According to a Dec. 26 text from
Morrison’s wife, Laura, the mayor
was recently taken to the sixth floor
of Christiana Hospital in what she
called “a turning point.”

“This is the stroke floor with rehab
capabilities. This is the next step be-
fore an actual rehabilitation facility,”
she said. “Please keep the prayers
coming – they are working and since
we have a long way to go we can’t stop
now!”

Meanwhile, Hardwire Chairman
and CEO George Tunis helped raise
more than $24,000 on a GoFundMe
page, including a $14,000 donation
from the company. 

“I’ve known the mayor before he
was mayor,” Tunis said in a phone in-
terview, last Wednesday. “He works
for the company and Bruce is just a
really good soul. He’s been a great
employee and he’s been with us since
the early days.

“He’s just one of those guys that
works all day, he’s working at night
cutting grass, he’s the mayor. He
helped his kids start a little bakery on
the corner and puts on the Christmas
parade, and he’s the president of the
Maryland Mayors Association,” he
continued. “The poor guy took a
lump, that’s for sure.”

Before Morrison became mayor,
Tunis said, “I don’t even think we had
a Ruby Tuesdays yet – we didn’t have
a hotel” in Pocomoke.  

“For a growing business, when you
don’t have a place for people to stay

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

See POCOMOKE Page 8

Online campaign already
gathered more than $24K

Revitalization efforts intensifying
(Jan. 4, 2018) Pocomoke officials

have a simple resolution for the New
Year: get serious about revitalizing the
town. 

Several projects designed to do
that are already underway, including
improving water quality throughout
Pocomoke, addressing delinquent
and dilapidated properties, creating
incentives for new development, and
cleaning up the downtown. 

To start, City Manager Bobby
Cowger said Delmarva Power & Light
workers removed eight old light poles
in the downtown area last week. 

“They’ve been there 50 years or
better,” he said. “The trees and the
wires were all grown up in them.”

He said the city installed new orna-
mental lights several years ago, but
never removed the old ones. 

“That’s all we’re going to have now

is [the new lights]. It will give it a lot
better look downtown,” he said.

Additionally, removal of several
old trees in a two-block area, from
Front Street to Second Street, started
on Tuesday. 

“Those trees are so overgrown,
they’re up taller than the buildings
and leaning up against some of them,”
he said. “They’re old Bradford pear
[trees], so they’re not real sturdy any-
way. If one of those limbs would break
off, they would fall right into some-
body’s front window and the city
would have liability. They’re breaking
up our sidewalks and they’re just un-
sightly. They’re all coming down,
starting this week.” 

Cowger said the city also sent let-
ters to downtown business owners
asking them to address any vacant or
run-down properties. 

“We’ve requested they set up a
meeting with myself and our planning

director Dan [Brandewie], to let us
know what their plans are,” he said.
“The city is definitely going to man-
date something to be done with those
buildings downtown.”

For those who want to make im-
provements, he said up to $25,000 in
matching façade grants are available,
like those available in Snow Hill and
Berlin. 

“I’ve definitely got some interest on
some new building downtown. I’ve
just got to have the property owners
tell us either they’re going to build
back or they don’t want to build back,
they want to tear down and sell their
property … and I’ll have that within
the next 30 days,” Cowger said. “I’m
going to have a commitment one way
or the other from these business own-
ers of what they’re going to do.

“The majority of the property own-
ers tell me their buildings are so old,

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

See CITY Page 9
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DIFFERENT KIND OF PENGUIN SWIM
A sunny spot on the frozen surface of the Pocomoke River collected a few Canada geese near Byrd Park in Snow Hill on Tuesday.

BILL CANNON’S GARAGE, INC.
FOR ALL OF YOUR AUTO CARE NEEDS
•  Transmission Repair  •  Emission and Inspections

•  Onboard Computer Diagnostics
•  Engine Repair and Rebuild  •  Brake Service

•  and Much More!
36389 DuPont Blvd - Rt 113 Selbyville -

3 miles North of MD-DE line

302-436-4200
Established

in 1984
“CERTIFIED NAPA SERVICE CENTER”

With a Nationwide Warranty Program



(Jan. 4, 2018) Berlin Councilman
Zack Tyndall announced this week
that he is running for the District 3
(Berlin) Worcester County Commis-
sioners seat currently occupied by
four-term Commissioner Bud
Church, a Republican.

A former paramedic in his native
Berlin, Tyndall was elected to the
Town Council in 2016. 

He holds a bachelor of science in
management from Salisbury Univer-
sity and is pursuing a masters of busi-
ness administration degree at the
school. 

Tyndall also serves on the Mary-
land Municipal League Hometown

Emergency Pre-
paredness Ad-hoc
Committee, which
encourages joint
emergency pre-
paredness across
all levels of gov-
ernment. 

He will turn 28
in February. 

“I’m still rela-
tively young, but when I went onto
the council I was young,” he said. “It’s
nice to work with a group of people
where you get a difference of opinion.
We don’t always agree, but we always
move forward together as a team and
I think I can bring that to the county
level as well.” 

His first year a councilman, he
said, was a busy one. Tyndall already
knew much of the history of the town,
but said he was anxious to study its
inner workings. 

He said he learned much from
Water Resources/Public Works Di-
rector Jane Kreiter and Wastewater
Superintendent Jamie Latchum. 

Berlin is one of five municipalities
in Maryland that can generate its own
electricity, and Tyndall said he also
picked up plenty from Electric Utili-
ties Director Tim Lawrence. 

“I’ve covered a lot of ground and I
made it point when I joined the coun-
cil that, regardless of what my views
were, I tried to make decisions that

were in the best interest of people I
represent,” he said. “I’m not up there
to reflect my own, personal opinions.
I’m there to work for the people and
let everybody have a chance to speak,
and really take and evaluate that ma-
terial and make the best decisions.”

He also helped reach several no-
table compromises, developing and
serving on groups including the
Naming Parks and Public Spaces
Committee, Berlin Falls Park Advi-
sory Committee and Tattoo Ordi-
nance Committee. 

“It’s hard to get things done when
the tempers start to increase a little
bit,” he said. “I found that, maybe
forming subset committees and
being able to get everybody’s opin-
ions and sit down and have some di-
alog [is valuable],” he said. “Like
with tattoos, I know it’s a polarizing
issue, but there are a lot of people
with tattoos in this world and a 1985
policy may not be the best coverage
for today.”

Tyndall said he’s running, in part,
because of rumors that Church would
seek election to the Maryland House
of Delegates seat being vacated by
Del. Mary Beth Carozza (R-38C) as
she challenges incumbent Demo-
cratic State Sen. Jim Mathias in Dis-
trict 38. 

“A couple months ago I was ap-
proached because there have been
some rumors that Bud Church won’t

be running again and may be pursu-
ing a different seat. Some of my con-
stituents have come up and said, ‘we
like the work that you’re doing at the
town and we’d like to see that con-
tinue at the county level,’ Tyndall
said. 

“Having somebody that’s going
from a municipal level to a county
level, I also understand how we can’t
micromanage municipalities,” he
continued. “As the layers of govern-
ment increase, you’ve got to allow the
other subsets to do their jobs, inde-
pendently, and not micromanage …
as we work throughout the county
with different municipalities, we’ve
got to be able to understand their
concerns.” 

Although he’s a Democrat, Tyndall
said party affiliations mean little at
smaller levels of government. 

“At the municipal level, we know
who is a Democrat and who is a Re-
publican, but that doesn’t influence
how we work together,” he said.
“Bringing that same perspective of
being able to work for people is im-
portant. I don’t get too caught up
with the Democrat or Republican
title.” 

He has not, so far, talked to
Church about his candidacy. 

“I think the county, as a whole, is
doing a great job and I hope that I can
continue that path and that direction
forward,” he added.
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By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

Berlin councilman served
on several key committees
during first year as official

(Jan. 4, 2018) Ocean Pines Aquat-
ics will host an open house at the
Sports Core Pool on Sunday, Jan. 7
from 2-4 p.m.

This free event is great for those
curious about underwater bikes,
trampolines, treadmills and elliptical
classes.

“Let a qualified instructor show
you how to use each machine safely
and effectively,” Aquatics and Recre-
ation Director Colby Phillips said.
“Take a seven-minute bike or tram-
poline class, learn how to target vari-
ous muscle groups with the water
weights, get instruction on all the
ways to use the treadmill or take a
turn on the elliptical.”

Whether you enjoy working out
solo or in a group, with a personal
trainer or with a friend, the heated in-
door Sports Core Pool in Ocean Pines
has the perfect class and the right
equipment. 

“Join us and see what working out
in the water can do for you,” Phillips
said.

Guests will have free use of the
pool workout equipment, at 11144
Cathell Road in Ocean Pines, during
the open house. In addition to show-
casing new aquatics equipment,
Ocean Pines will be offering a variety
of swim programs this winter, includ-
ing indoor swim lessons for all ages,
aquatics fitness classes and family
swim events.

For more information about the
open house or other aquatics events,
contact the Ocean Pines Aquatics De-
partment at 410-641-5255. Informa-
tion regarding additional Ocean
Pines aquatics programs, including
an online version of the Ocean Pines
Activity Guide, is available at
www.OceanPines.org.

Zack Tyndall

OPA Aquatics host
free open house at
Sports Core, Jan. 7

Tyndall to seek county commissioner seat
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Berlin Town Council to honor
Pop Warner Nat’l Champions

(Jan. 4, 2018) The Town of Berlin
will recognize the national champion
junior varsity Berlin Seahawks Pop
Warner football team and its coaches
during the Mayor and Council meet-
ing on Monday, Jan. 8. 

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. in the
Berlin Town Hall Council Chambers.
The public is invited to attend. 

The junior varsity Berlin Seahawks
Pop Warner team won the Division 3
Pop Warner Football National Cham-
pionship in Orlando, Florida in early
December. The team is organized
under the leadership of Head Coach
Jul Airey. The players, ages 10 to 13,
traveled to Florida for the national

championship games with the sup-
port of their friends and families.  

“We are extremely proud of the
team,” said Berlin Mayor Gee
Williams. “They finished the season
ranked number one nationally after
winning a two-game championship
series on Dec. 4 and Dec. 7, at ESPN
Zone Stadium in Orlando.

“The Mayor and Council wish to
honor these young athletes who at an
early age are already leading by ex-
ample,” he continued. “They show all
of us that although we choose to live
in a small town, that does not mean
we should limit our dreams and aspi-
rations today, or in the future.”

Pines Budget and Finance
Committee enjoy larger role

(Jan. 4, 2018) A year ago, under a
different administration, members of
Ocean Pines’ Budget and Finance
Committee said they were left out of
much of the budget process. 

That’s not the case this year, ac-
cording to Committee Chairman John
Viola. 

Viola, who briefly served as finance
director, said new General Manager
John Bailey has been much more re-
ceptive to committee suggestions. 

“The GM has definitely listened to
guidance given to him from the B&F
Committee,” Viola said, via text, last
Friday. “JB has also asked me ques-
tions and I have discussed items with
him. At this point I can give a ‘yes,’
that there have been meetings for
input from the committee to the GM
and the board.”

The budget and finance committee
met last Wednesday, but its first look
at the proposed 2019 fiscal year
budget was postponed until Jan. 4 be-
cause Bailey asked for more time,
Viola said. 

Viola said committee members
made specific suggestions to Bailey
such as changing the budgeting ap-
proach for “revenue projections, uti-
lization of … historical data, payroll
and overtime costs, telephone bill
analysis (specifically yacht club) [and]
more detail on information technol-
ogy costs.”

He said consultants and personnel
service contracts were discussed, with
an emphasis on a human resources
position. 

Phone bills at the yacht club have
been a particular curiosity, about
$15,000 in fiscal 2015, almost
$16,000 in fiscal 2016 and projected
at $16,260 in fiscal 2017 and 2018.

Viola said he asked, but did not yet
receive specifics on, why the costs
were so high. 

“I did address with prior acting GM
and now have updated JB on the sit-
uation,” he said. “I have requested the
detail and will ask for substantiation
during the January review. I raised it
again in this week’s B&F Committee
meeting.”

Viola scheduled an additional
meeting on Jan. 8 “to review the
budget with the B&F Committee to
prepare for the three-day review with
the GM.”

According to a draft schedule of
budget deliberations, Bailey is sched-
uled to submit a draft of the fiscal
2018 budget to the committee, Thurs-
day. He will present the budget and
review it with the committee next
week, Jan. 10-12, during a series of
meeting from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each
day. 

The committee will meet with Bai-
ley for a final review of the proposed
budget and vote on any suggested
changes on Jan. 16 at 10 a.m. 

Viola and Bailey will hold a budget
hearing for the membership on Jan.
20 at 10 a.m. and meet again on Jan.
22 at 10 a.m. to consider any changes,
based on the hearing. 

Bailey will present the proposed
budget to the board of directors on
Jan. 27 at 10 a.m. Board members
may provide budget amendments
from Jan. 27 to Feb. 23. 

The board will hold a series of work
sessions from Feb. 5-7, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. 

A budget hearing for members,
presented by the board, is scheduled
for Feb. 10 at 10 a.m. 

All of the above meetings are
scheduled to occur at the Tern Grille
inside the country club on 100 Club-
house Drive. 

A board vote to adopt the budget is
set for Feb. 24 at 10 a.m. at As-
sateague Room inside the community
center on 235 Ocean Parkway. 

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

Group granted more input
under new administration;
fiscal 2019 plan underway

January 19, 2018 @ 11:00 AM
Sale to be held on the premises

SHERIFF’S SALE
Public Auction

Gym/Fitness Equipment
Located at WORLD GYM

107 67TH STREET • OCEAN CITY, MD 21842

Extensive inventory of up-to-date, used gym equipment including 12 Life Fitness
Treadmills, 5 Nautilus Stairmasters, 8 Precor USA Ellipticals, 1 Cybex Arc
Trainer, 2 Concept Rowing Machines, 9 Life Fitness Bikes, and much, much

more! See complete list on website listed below or contact Jack Levi.
Inventory to be sold as an entirety!

TERMS: ALL CASH.  A Bidder’s Deposit is required prior to the start of
the auction in the amount of $3,500, by cash, money order, or certified or
cashier’s check, except for a bidder on behalf of the noteholder or an 

affiliate.  The balance of the purchase price shall be paid by cash, money
order, or certified or cashier’s check, on date of sale immediately after the
hammer falls at the completion of the auction. A 10% Buyer’s Premium

Will Be Added to the Winning Bid. 

PO Box 200 • 4805 Philadelphia Rd
Belcamp, MD 21017

www.AtlanticAuctions.com

For complete terms & conditions visit
www.atlanticauctions.com or contact Jack Levi
at jlevi@bscamerica.com or (410) 803-4161.

11312 Manklin Creek Rd • Manklin Station Shopping Center
South Gate Ocean Pines Just Down from DeNovo’s

410-208-3879 • www.seafloorcarpets.com

OPEN: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm,
Sat 10am-3pm or by Appointment 

(Closed Sundays)

More than 25 Years of Flooring Experience

More Comfort. More Selection. More Value.

Ocean City & Ocean Pines’ Best Kept Secret

More than 25 Years of Flooring Experience

A New Floor Is The Best Investment
You Can Make
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WYFCS provides
gifts to help more
than 100 families

(Jan. 4, 2018) Worcester Youth and
Family Counseling Services recently
provided holiday gifts to more than 100
children and families in Worcester
County.  

Through a collaborative effort, the
organization worked with Toys for
Tots, Bless Our Children, Raven’s Roost
Ocean City, Worcester Gold, Stevenson
United Methodist Church and anony-
mous family sponsors to ensure chil-
dren and families in the community
have a happy and joyful holiday.

Worcester Youth and Family Coun-
seling Services thanks everyone in-
volved in making the season bright and
special for all, including John Lowery
and his holiday helpers for coordinat-
ing and packaging the bulk of the toys.
This undertaking would not have been
possible without the support of the
community and the strong partner-
ships among the various resource agen-
cies and the faith-based community.

For over 40 years, Worcester Youth
and Family Counseling Services has
been at the heart of what is happening
with families in the community. Its pro-
grams strive to maximize the potential
of each person within the home and to
increase awareness about mental
health and social issues within the com-
munity. Because of its supporters,
Worcester Youth is able to make a dif-
ference in the lives of the people it
serves.

This year, the Berlin-based organi-
zation served more than 1,000 commu-
nity members by: helping struggling
families find needed financial support
and resources to prevent homelessness;
supporting at-risk adolescent girls and
boys experiencing difficulty or conflict
in their lives; offering cultural, educa-
tional and wellness experiences to chil-
dren during out of school time;
providing comprehensive counseling
and therapy services to those coping
with life’s stressors; and advocating for
neglected and abused children so they
may have a brighter future. 

For more information about
Worcester Youth and Family’s pro-
grams, call 410-641-4598 or visit
www.gowoyo.org.

Hall faces meaty charges for theft

(Jan. 4, 2018) Former Berlin Coun-
cilwoman Lisa Hall, who is already
scheduled to go to trial in Worcester
County Circuit Court on February for
writing bad checks, now faces a sec-
ond set of charges related to her for-
mer business, the Berlin Butcher
Shop. 

The new charges, filed in Ocean
City District Court on Dec. 20, accuse
Hall of four counts of misdemeanor
theft and one charge of felony theft
scheme.

Court documents signed by Assis-
tant State’s Attorney Heather Clarke
allege Hall stole $700 worth of meat
on Aug. 14, $600 worth of meat on
Aug. 15, $600 worth of meat on Aug.
18, and $500 worth of meat on Aug.
19, all from the Ocean City Acme.

Each count carries a penalty of
$500 or six months in jail. 

The fifth count alleges Hall stole
meat valued at $2,400 between Aug.
14-19 last year. That charge carries a
penalty of up to $10,000 or five years
in jail. 

A preliminary hearing has been set
for Jan. 19 in Worcester District Court
in Ocean City.

Ocean City Police filed an incident
report on the alleged theft in August.
According to police department
spokeswoman Lindsay Richard, police
were sent to the 94th Street Acme in
Ocean City on Aug. 19 after employees
said a woman had ordered meat but
had not paid for it.

Police said the same suspect placed
a large order for meat the day before
and didn’t pay and that an order been
placed a different store without pay-
ment as well.

Hall appeared in District Court in
Snow Hill in November on two counts
of theft and four counts of passing bad
checks to an Upper Marlboro, Mary-
land meat supplier, ostensibly to stock
the now defunct butcher shop. 

During that hearing, Judge Melvin
Jews granted a delay until a jury trial
could be held, this month. That has
since been postponed again, until Feb.
1.

According to the complaint signed
on Sept. 9, C & C Meat Sales Inc. made
two deliveries on April 27 and May 27
last year valued at $2,836.91 and
$2,415.46 and were both paid for with
bad checks, apparently signed by Hall.

“She has not made either one of the
checks good,” Kimberly Duncan, of C
& C Meat Sales, wrote in the com-
plaint.

Hall opened the Berlin Butcher
Shop in 2016.

By Josh Davis and 
Brian Gilliland
Associate Editors

LOCAL ART • VINTAGE
UNUSUAL • ANTIQUE

ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGEOpen Thu.–Tue., 10–5, Wed. by chance
302.927.0049

On the corner, south of the stoplight
33034 Main St., Dagsboro
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nearby when they come visit you
from out of town [it’s not ideal],”
Tunis said. “For us, it’s just been
great to see Pocomoke prosper and
slowly rebuild their waterfront.”

Tunis said the GoFundMe page
was started shortly after he received
news of the injury. The company do-
nated the maximum it could under
IRS regulations before paying gift-tax
penalties, and he said Hardwire
would make another donation in
2018. 

“GoFundMe is a pretty good vehi-
cle and we’ve seen it work for some
folks before,” he said. “The beauty is,
it’s not just how much they gave – it’s
that a lot of people are giving. It’s
helped even our company be more
cohesive. I’m pretty sure every single
person in the company gave and a lot
of people around town have given.”

Even his daughter and her class-
mates at Virginia Tech got into the
act, Tunis said. 

“They’re working two jobs to get
themselves through school and they

gave $5 – that’s the beauty of Go-
FundMe,” he said. “I just think the
more we get the word out, it’s a show
of support and it means the world to
him.” 

Tunis said he last visited Morrison
in the hospital on Christmas Eve. 

“It was probably one of the most
meaningful experiences of my life,”
he said. “To see him and to see him
react – it was incredible. He’s had a
rough injury and it’s like I could hear
him – I did hear him … He’s been in
there for 29 days and all of the sud-
den we were laughing and crying to-
gether.”

Morrison, he said, is keenly aware
of the public support he’s received,
including donations, mailed letters
and cards, and hundreds of posts on
social media sending thoughts and
prayers. 

“He knows what’s going on and it’s
making a difference in his state,”
Tunis said.  

To donate, visit
www.gofundme.com/healmayormor-
rison.

Pocomoke community has
coalesced around Morrison
� HARDWIRE continued

CAR contest commemorates
50 years of Fair Housing Act

(Jan. 4, 2018) The Coastal Associ-
ation of Realtors is encouraging local
teachers and students to participate
in the annual Fair Housing Art Con-
test, which sends winning students to
Annapolis for a meeting with the gov-
ernor or other state official.

Sponsored by the Maryland Real-
tors, the contest is a means for Real-
tors across the state to help increase
awareness of this important issue. 

“Fair housing” pertains to the Fair
Housing Act, which prohibits dis-
crimination in the sale and rental of
housing based on race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, familial status or
handicap. The contest aims to teach
children that discrimination is not
only wrong, but illegal.

The format of the Fair Housing
contest has changed, in that winning
submissions will be displayed in an
informational fair housing brochure
that will be distributed statewide to
public libraries, housing counseling
agencies and local Realtor associa-
tions.

The winning submissions were
traditionally displayed in a calendar.
Also, the contest is now open to stu-
dents in Kindergarten through 12th
grade, and older students are permit-
ted, and encouraged, to utilize com-
puter graphic design programs such
as Photoshop or Publisher.

Artwork submitted by students
must illustrate this year’s contest

theme, “Celebrate the 50th Anniver-
sary of the Fair Housing Act.” 

Coastal Association of Realtors
will choose three local winners. These
winners will receive Visa gift cards,
courtesy of Coastal Association of Re-
altors. 

Their entries will be forwarded to
Maryland Realtors, who will choose
nine submissions from across the
state for inclusion in the Fair Hous-
ing brochure. The state winners will
travel to Annapolis, where they will
be honored.

Contest packets have been mailed
to the principals and art departments
of public and private schools in Som-
erset, Wicomico and Worcester coun-
ties. Home schools, aftercare
programs, churches and other chil-
dren’s centers are encouraged to par-
ticipate. 

For a contest packet, contact Sarah
Rayne, Government and Public Af-
fairs director for CAR, at 410-641-
4409 or sarah@coastalrealtors.org.
Deadline for submissions is Friday,
Feb. 16.

Last year’s top local winner, whose
entry is featured in the 2017 Fair
Housing Calendar, was Lindsay Birk-
head-Morton. She traveled to An-
napolis in April for a recognition
ceremony at the Maryland State
House where she received a certifi-
cate and gift card from Lt. Gov. Boyd
Rutherford.

www.baysideoc.comROYAL
SERVICES:

Will pick up flowers from a florist of your choice;
prepare choice of cheese, veggies or chocolate
platter; and prepare unit upon arrival
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   Clubhouses
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   Clean-Up
• Warehouse Cleaning
• Church Cleaning
• Apartment &
   Condo Cleaning
• Boat Cleaning
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CITIZENS

DISCOUNT
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A Professional Cleaning Service • Licensed and Bonded
443-513-4024/301-712-5224 (cell)

undercovercleaning@outlook.com
www.undercovercleaningservices.com

LIKEus on

UnderCover
Cleaning Services, LLC

• Move-In/Out Cleaning

Let Us Help With Your Holiday Cleaning or Party Events
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they’re not going to spend that money
on the building,” he added. “I’m at the
point where, if you’re not going to
spend money on your buildings then
the city is not going to continue, as
they have for the last 10 or 15 years, to
just let these buildings be an eyesore
and be vacant and dilapidated – we’re
not going to put up with that anymore. 

“I’m not trying to run anybody out
of business by any means, but we are
taking a very hard stance and we’re
going to do everything within the law
… to get these buildings fixed up or
torn down, one or the other,” Cowger
said. 

The City Council agreed in Septem-
ber to slash tap fees in half for new
water and sewer connections, from
$4,500 each to $4,500 for both.
Cowger said several developers and
builders have already expressed inter-
est. 

“That’s just unheard of in cities,” he
said. “We’re probably one of the first
cities that have done that, to show
we’re encouraging business and devel-
opment and we’re trying to partner
with people … that’s been overwhelm-
ing.” 

As for the quality of town tap water,
a decades-long issue in Pocomoke,
Cowger said a $290,000 project to re-
habilitate the town well recently
wrapped. 

“We put in all new sand filters and
valves and controls, to be able to run
it 10 times more efficient than it was,”
he said. “We know good water is com-
ing out of there and now we’re ad-
dressing the pipes.”

The next step, likely to last well over
a year, is replacing water pipes
throughout the town. Cowger said the
first section, affecting 25 homes in
Pocomoke Heights, is about halfway
done.

“Within a couple more weeks, we
should have that street pretty much
done,” he said. “That one street is
going to help, but it’s going to take get-
ting a lot of those streets done before
people are going to notice a big, big
change in their water. But it’s defi-
nitely coming. 

“It may be a year or 18 months, but
that and the revitalization are the two
major commitments that when I took
the job I said I was going to see
through,” Cowger added. 

Cowger took over as city manager
in April. He was born and raised up in
Pocomoke and previously served two
terms as a county commissioner.

“I know how Pocomoke was at one
time and it makes me sick to see it go
down as far as it has. Not that I can do
it all, but I’m going to try and stir the
pot a little bit,” he said. “It’s amazing
that new committees and boards …
people that before had no interest in
the city because of the way it was han-
dled and ran, now they feel excited
and want to get in there and help turn
our town back around.” 

City manager says
efforts have helped
reinvigorate public
� REVITALIZATION continued

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Removal of old light poles in downtown Pocomoke, last week, is just part of town-wide revitalization efforts occurring there. Also underway are efforts
to address dilapidated and delinquent properties, improve water quality and attract new construction.  



(Jan. 4, 2018) What arrived at the
Julia A. Purnell Museum in Snow
Hill last year as a stapled stack of yel-
lowed pages is now the published
children’s book, “In Make-Believe

Land.”
Julia Hartmann-

Shockley wrote the
text of the book, es-
sentially a long poem,
for her daughter, Re-
becca Mae, in 1932.
Also included in the
pages, donated to the
museum by an

anonymous Snow Hill resident, were
several colorful illustrations. 

“[The donor] found this original
little book. Only one copy of it was
every made and it
was a mix of typed
and handwritten,
with all of these
beautiful illustra-
tions,” museum ex-
ecutive director Dr.
Cindy Byrd said. “I
was just thrilled over
it.”

Byrd later discov-
ered the author worked at the Pur-
nell Museum as a volunteer registrar
during the 1950s.

“She was one of our very first,
founding volunteers,” Byrd said. “It’s
such a coincidence that this book
turned up in this building and it
turned out to be written by one of our
first volunteers.” 

Museum officials were unable to
find any Hartmann-Shockley family
members. The daughter, Byrd said,
would have been “well into her 80s.” 

“As I looked at it, I thought the il-
lustrations and the poem were just
delightful,” Byrd said. “I thought
maybe we could print this and sales
could benefit our children’s pro-
grams and we could debut it at our
holiday exhibit and reception that we
have each year.” 

Assistant Museum Director Linda
Duyer scanned each page to preserve
the artwork and then retyped and
reinserted the text “in an appropriate
font,” Byrd said. 

The Berlin-Ocean City Optimist
Club provided a grant to help pay for
initial printing costs. 

“We’re really proud of how it
turned out and it did make its debut
at our holiday/Christmas open house
on Dec. 3. We were really stressing
about it arriving on time, but it did

make it on time and it all worked out
well,” Byrd said. “The project is in its

infancy, but the
response at the re-
ception was good
… I’m pleased at
how well it’s
begun to sell.”

The 32-page
soft-cover book is
available at the
museum for $15,
which includes a

complimentary museum member-
ship, or online for $17.95. All of the

proceeds benefit children’s education
programs at the nonprofit museum. 

Regular hours at the museum, on
208 West Market Street, are 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday
and Sunday from 1-4 p.m. 

To purchase the In Make-Believe
Land online, visit
www.lulu.com/shop/purnell-mu-
seum/in-make-believe-land/paper-
back/product-23416693.html.

For more information on the Julia
A Purnell Museum, call 410-632-
0515 or visit
www.purnellmuseum.org.
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Museum resurrects manuscript from 1932
By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Staff at the Julia A Purnell Museum in Snow Hill recently helped resurrect a children’s book man-
uscript from 1932, “In Make-Believe Land,” originally written by Julia Hartman-Shockley. The book
is available for sale at the museum and online.

Dr. Cindy Byrd

‘It’s such a coincidence that this
book turned up in this building
and it turned out to be written 
by one of our first volunteers.’

Dr. Cindy Byrd, 
museum executive director 

www.baysideoc.com
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Annual Beef and Beer event
to raise money for soldiers

(Jan. 4, 2018) For two decades,
Ocean Pines resident Anna Foultz and
nonprofit group Star Charities have
held an annual Beef and Beer
fundraiser, raising on average several
thousand dollars each year for
wounded soldiers. 

She said the 20th annual fundraiser,
slated for Friday, Jan. 12, has by far
been the most difficult to pull off. 

Last-minute illnesses and cancela-
tions have plagued the event, but
Foultz said she would persevere. 

“I had a lot of problems this week
with our event,” she said on Tuesday.
“Our emcee, who was our entertain-
ment too, had two bypasses today. So I
had to rush around and get more peo-
ple.

“It’s our anniversary and I’ve been
doing it for 20 [years], and this has
been the hardest of all because every-
body is getting sick on me,” Foultz
added. 

Susan Walters will now emcee the
event, according to Foultz. Musicians
Bob and Ruth Jones will headline the
entertainment lineup and comedian

Paul Mazzei will also perform.
Additionally, DJ Rupe will play

music and preside over a live auction.
A 50/50 raffle is also planned.  

“I want to sincerely thank Beverly
and Marvin Steen for donating our fly-
ers, tickets and the programs,” Foultz
said. 

Tickets cost $30 and must be pur-
chased in advance. Proceeds will bene-
fit Operation We Care, a
Salisbury-based volunteer nonprofit
collecting funds to create care packages
for military personnel deployed over-
seas. For more information, visit
www.operationwecare.com.

“And then any other soldier that
needs help that we know of, we’re going
to give some to that,” Foultz said. “It’s
all going to go for our soldiers, every
penny that we raise.” 

To purchase tickets, call Foultz at
410-641-7667, Mary Evans at 410-596-
5498 or Barbara Peletier at 443-896-
4914.

“I trust the Lord – he comes through
for me, even if I don’t know it until the
last minute,” Foultz said. “We will
probably sell out, like we always do, but
you never know!” 

The annual Beef and Beer dinner to
benefit wounded soldiers will be held
on Friday, Jan. 12 at 5 p.m. at the com-
munity center on 235 Ocean Parkway,
in Ocean Pines. 

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

Tickets $30, still available
for Jan. 12 fundraiser held
at Pines community center

MHIC# 96715

12627 Sunset Ave • Ocean City MD 21842 • 410-208-8352

$500 OFF Interior
House Painting
Minimum 3 Rooms

Check Out Our Reviews On Home Advisor

Painting • Drywall • Roo$ng • Flooring
All Home Improvement Needs

EASTERN SHORE CONTRACTING
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Cement no match for freezing temperatures

(Jan. 4, 2018) Several construction
projects in Berlin suffered from
weather-related snags last month and
should resume shortly, if Mother Na-
ture cooperates. 

Town Administrator Laura Allen
said last Thursday the Baker Street
repaving, the culvert installation on
William Street and the installation of
prefabricated bathrooms at Dr.
William Henry Park were on hold. 

“The weather is causing pauses,”
she said. “With the sub-freezing tem-
peratures, it makes it challenging.” 

Allen does not believe the delays
will drive up costs for the town. 

The effort to put bathrooms in
Henry Park has met with multiple de-
lays over the course of several months,
and Town Attorney David Gaskill in
December said arbitration with the
vendor, Green Flush Technologies, is
likely. 

“We’re in regular contact with the
vendor. It was our hope to get the rest-
rooms in by Jan. 3, but I think with
[freezing] temperatures that’s unlikely
at this point,” Allen said. “Mediation

would be an option. It really depends
on to what extent the contractor is un-
able to deliver the restrooms. Are we
talking about a couple of days past the
deadline, or are we talking about a
couple of weeks?

“Right now, cement is not going to
form and there’s nothing we can do
about the weather,” she added. “We
are sort of limited and so is he, in
terms of being able to get the rest-
rooms installed until the weather ad-
justs itself.”

Barring “an incredible cold snap,”
Allen anticipates all three projects will
wrap soon. Delays until spring are un-
likely, she said. 

Allen said some details need to be
settled before police personnel can
move into the new Berlin Police sta-
tion near Flower Street and Route 376,
but she expects that to occur during
the first quarter of 2018. 

She said small contract and sched-
uling issues remain with stormwater
improvements on Cedar Avenue,
Maple Avenue and Pine Streets, but
work should begin during the early
part of the year. 

The improvements will finish the
nearly $2 million in stormwater
grants the town received two years
ago. Allen said the town would pursue
additional grants to make further en-
hancements. 

By Josh Davis
Associate Editor

Several Berlin construction
projects on pause as cold
weather trend continues

JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Several Town of Berlin construction projects were put on hold because of sub-freezing tempera-
tures, including repaving of Baker Street.

Your Online Community: www.baysideoc.com

11001 Manklin Meadows,
Ocean Pines, MD 21811

Cell: 410-603-7373 • 410-208-3500

289 OCEAN PKWY • OCEAN PINES
Custom Built 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Waterfront Home
Near Swim & Racquet Club, Boat Dock, Storage
Shed, Screened Porch, 5 Ceiling Fans, Family
Room, All Appliances, New Outside A/C Unit In
July 2017, New Inside Gas Heat Unit In July 2017.
Close To Park, No Bridges, Close Access To Open
Water- St. Martin River, Compare Price With
Square Footage-Priced To Sell! $344,779

To view these homes or to receive map and listings of various properties (House & Lots)
Call or Email me and I will send you what you want. Email: JohnTalbott7@gmail.com

CALL LISTING AGENT JOHN TALBOTT
Toll Free: 866-666-1727  • Cell: 410-603-7373 • 410-208-3500
©2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. 
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Berlin Restaurant Week starts this Sunday
(Jan. 4, 2018) The third annual

Berlin Restaurant week kicks off
Monday and runs until Sunday, Jan.
14, with more than a dozen restau-
rants offering discounted prices on
select menu items.

“It is a great opportunity to sample
the offerings of the different restau-
rants,” said local realtor Cam
Bunting, creator and promoter of the
event. “It will be less crowded then
usual and since it is after the holidays
and pockets are stretched, the lower
prices make it more affordable.”

Diners can take advantage of a
number of Berlin favorites who will
be serving breakfast, lunch and din-
ner options at a reduced price.

Participating restaurants include:
Baked Dessert Café, Main Street Deli,
Rayne’s Reef, On What Grounds,
Drummer’s Café inside the Atlantic
Hotel, Blacksmith, Crush N Crab,
Fins Ale House and Raw Bar, the
Globe, Burley Inn Tavern and Gilbert
Provisions. 

DiFebo’s, Island Creamery, Burn
Wood Fired Pizza, and J & M Meat
Market will be participating in the
event for the first time.

During dinnertime, DiFebo’s on
Main Street will have four options to
choose, which all include a glass of
house wine, a small garden salad and
a cannoli for dessert.

For $17, participants have the
choice of pasta, red sauce and a meat-
ball, or they can try out the risotto of
the day for $21. In addition, veal
parmesan is available for $25 and
osso bucco for $32.

“It is fun to go out
and get out of the
house to be with
friends or family
members when there
is nothing to do be-
cause its freezing in
Berlin,” DiFebo’s
manager Cassie Stu-
art said. “We are so
excited and grateful
to be involved in
Berlin’s Restaurant
week for the first
time.” 

Baked Dessert
Café on Bay Street
has four $6.99 lunch
specials during
Restaurant Week, in-
cluding vegan grilled
zucchini and hum-
mus wraps, vegetar-
ian smashed Brussel
sprouts roasted with
Italian cheese, a
gluten-free crab mac-
aroni and cheese
served with a small
side salad, and ham,
potato and corn

chowder served with a homemade
sweet potato biscuit.

“There are four different selections
and we are covering people with di-
etary concerns,” owner Robin

Tomaselli said. “From a business per-
spective, you have to give it up to
Cam Bunting for thinking and organ-
izing it during a generally slow time

By Kara Hallissey
Staff Writer

JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Lobster and shrimp risotto with fresh garden peas, finished with a white-truffle essence, is frequently featured as a
special at DiFebo’s in downtown Berlin. The restaurant will offer additional specials during Berlin Restaurant Week,
Jan. 8-14, including a risotto of the day. 

See FIFTEEN Page 14
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410-213-7575    •    www.atlanticdental.com  

ATLANTIC DENTAL
COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

12308 Ocean Gateway, Suite 6
Ocean City, Maryland, 21842 

Lawrence 
Michnick, DDS

Christopher 
Takacs, DMD

Geoffrey  Robbins,
DDS Retired
Founder 

Atlantic Dental

We’re All 
Ab�t 

Smiles
Family Dentistry

& Smile
Enhancements

Invisalign®
Implant Restorations
Full Mouth Restoration 

Accepting New Patients

Many traditional
insurances taken. 

Plus, third party financing
Available.

DENTIST 
- Dr. Michnick

WORCESTER COUNTY 
DENTAL PRACTICE

C�f�table Dentis�y in a Spa-Like Atmosph�e

Emergency Services
Available to Our Patients
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Fifteen eateries
to participate in
Restaurant Week
of year. It really does bring people
through the door, which is helpful to
us and exposes people to the quality
of food and encourages them to come
back.”

In addition, Baked Dessert Café
has a $4.99 dessert sampler-platter,
including their signature and most
popular desserts such as a peach
dumpling, cupcake bread pudding,
croclairs and a cake bomb.

“It is special because there are
great bargains for great food,”
Bunting said. “These prices are only
for Restaurant Week. It is nice to see

new faces trying out our restaurants.”
Bunting came up with the idea in

2016 to show the variety of restau-
rants in Berlin and the last two years
have been a huge success, she said.

Organizers are also having a con-
test where the winner will receive a
$20 gift card from all participating
restaurants, in addition to $100 in
cash – a $400 value.

To enter the contest, diners must
first pick up a Berlin Restaurant
Week card at a participating restau-
rant or the Berlin Welcome Center.
Then, patrons should make sure to
get a stamp at each restaurant visited.
After three stamps, drop the card into
the ballot box located at the welcome
center for a chance to win. The win-
ner will be announced on the Town of
Berlin Facebook page and notified by
phone on Tuesday, Jan. 16.

“It’s nice to see everyone out and
about during what is normally a slow
dining week,” said Ivy Wells, eco-
nomic and community development
director for the Town of Berlin. “It
gives us a chance to showcase Berlin
as a culinary destination and gives lo-
cals the opportunity to try new menu
items.”

For more information and a list of
all menus, visit the Berlin Restaurant
Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/events/3850497
35253355, or visit www.BerlinMain-
Street.com.

Continued from Page 13

‘It’s nice to see everyone out 
and about during what is 

normally a slow dining week.’
Ivy Wells,

Economic and community
development director for 

Town of Berlin
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JOSH DAVIS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
DiFebo’s chef/co-owner Jeff Osias cooks up a wood-fired pizza in Berlin. The restaurant is one of 15 taking part in Berlin Restaurant Week, Jan. 8-
14.

“The Place T
hat Does It All”

Need Automotive, Body or Marine Repair? Visit One of our 3 Locations
RACETRACK AUTO

& TIRE CENTER
10436 Racetrack Road, Berlin

410-641-5262

RACETRACK MARINE
& BOAT SALES

10438 Racetrack Road, Berlin
410-641-5204

RACETRACK AUTO
& BODY SHOP

10834 Ocean Gateway, Berlin
410-641-3200

Trailer Parts and Repairs • Complete Diagnostics and Programming • Custom Exhaust
Major or Minor Repairs • ASE-Certi4ed Technicians • Complete Auto Body Shop • 24-HOUR TOWING

Visit Us on the Web at racetrackoc.com

FREE
All coupons must be presented before estimate. 

Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 1/31/18

Tire
Rotation

WWiitthh PPuurrcchhaassee ooff OOiill,,  LLuubbee && FFiilltteerr
Includes 10W30 or 5w30, Up to 5 Quarts of Oil, other

weights available at extra charge. Diesel Oil & Filter extra.

$50 OFF
Winterizing Package
Racetrack Marine

See store for details.
Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 1/31/18

Every 6th Oil Change Free
Special Discounts for VIP Members

Join Our VIP Club
Trailers, Trailer Hitches,
Trailer Parts & Repairs

$79.00
Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 1/31/18

Md. State
Inspection
Most Vehicles

Synthetic
Oil Change

$49.95
Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 1/31/18

Reg. $89.00

$10 OFF
On rear adjustable suspensions. Cost of shims and installation

extra when required. With coupon only. Cannot be combined with
any other o3ers or specials. One coupon per visit. Exp. 1/31/18

Alignment

up
to

FREE
Cannot be combined with other discounts. Exp. 1/31/18

Coolant Check
with any service

Robert D. Park, DMD, MSD

O R T H O D O N T I S T

Now In Millsboro
Braces for Children & Adults

Most Insurance
DE Medicaid for Children Payment Plans

Friday & Saturday Hours
Peninsula Crossing by BJ’s

302-297-3750
PDMbraces.com MasterCard | Visa

American Express | Discover
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Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to 
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

Pocomoke City Manager Bobby Cowger isn’t just manag-
ing the community’s government affairs, he’s doing things,
things that could have been done long before this hometown
boy got his hand on the tiller.

Going back to his days in business, as a Worcester County
Commissioner, and later as the head of the county’s Depart-
ment of Liquor Control, no one ever even suggested that
Cowger was a go along to get along kind of person.

Quite the contrary, as he was and is one of those people
who will tell you what he thinks, whether you like it or not.

Fortunately for Pocomoke, Cowger has an appreciative au-
dience in the City Council, as he aggressively addresses some
of the lingering issues that have sapped the town of much of
the vigor over the past couple of decades: a decline in com-
mercial activity, frustrating water woes, and a rise in un-
sightly properties brought on owners’ lack of money or lack
of interest.

To be fair, Cowger has one distinct advantage over some
of his predecessors: he is not from somewhere else. Because
he requires no tutoring or handholding while he acclimates
to the local circumstance, he is more of a partner in govern-
ment than he is an employee. The council, obviously, is lis-
tening to him and vice-versa.

It’s exciting to watch — the sharply reduced water and
sewer tap fees for new businesses, the property cleanups, the
water system revamping, and the little things such as getting
Delmarva Power to yank out the old utility poles that should
have been removed the minute the new ones were erected.

Right now, Pocomoke residents have a good council/man-
ager combination working for them. We can’t wait to see
what they do next.

(Jan. 4, 2018) This year, At-
lantic General Hospital has
been recognized with a Best in
Benefits Award for providing its
associates with superior bene-
fits packages among employers
in the mid-Atlantic region. 

Milliman, one of the world’s
largest providers of actuarial
products and services and the
company that bestows the
award, calculates the benefit
value and cost to the employee
of each company plan, and
then ranks the companies by
lowest cost-highest benefit.

Only 10 employers in the
mid-Atlantic region received
the award for 2017. 

This isn’t the first time At-
lantic General Hospital has
been recognized for the bene-
fits it provides to its associates.
The hospital received the 2016
and 2017 Wellness at Work
gold tier award from Mary-
land’s Healthiest Businesses
for the quality of its employee
wellness program and the em-
ployee assistance benefits of-
fered to associates. 

“Because we’re a hospital,
we care deeply about wellness
and the health of our associ-
ates,” AGH employee health
and wellness nurse, Tracey
Mullineaux, said. “We recog-
nized that if we had a healthy,
productive workforce, we
could give the care and support
that our patients need. The
healthier we are, the more pro-

ductive we are, and the less ab-
senteeism there is.”

With this in mind, Atlantic
General Hospital created the
Associates Getting Healthy
wellness program in 2013. This
program was implemented
with the goals of providing op-
portunities for the associates to
improve their health and well-
being and control the high cost
of providing health benefits. 

Those goals were achieved
and results in creating a culture
at Atlantic General Hospital
that helped associates begin or
enhance a healthier lifestyle.

A case study was performed
by Business Health Services,
Atlantic General’s wellness
program partner that delved
into how the hospital priori-
tizes wellness for its employees.

Since beginning the well-
ness program, there has been a
marked improvement in em-
ployee health at the Berlin hos-
pital. 

Overall, 82 percent of asso-
ciates participating in the well-
ness program are in a low to
moderate blood pressure risk.
For body mass index (BMI), a
standard measurement used to
determine overweight and
obesity, 52 percent of partici-
pants are in a low to moderate
risk category, with 16 having
moved out of the high risk cat-
egory. 

Additionally, medical
claims were 20 percent lower

than expected in 2016 and thus
far in 2017.

“We’re not only providing
competitive benefits to our em-
ployees, we’re promoting a
healthier lifestyle,” said Jim
Brannon, director of human re-
sources at Atlantic General Hos-
pital. “Our associates’ wellness
successes are testament to that.”

Atlantic General Hospital
has been providing quality
health care to the residents of
Worcester, Wicomico and
Somerset counties in Maryland
and Sussex County, Delaware,
since May 1993.

Built by the commitment
and generosity of a dedicated
community, the hospital’s
state-of-the-art facility in
Berlin combines old-fashioned
personal attention with the lat-
est in technology and services.

It provides quality specialty
care such as general oph-
thalmic and retina surgery,
weight loss surgery, orthope-
dics, outpatient infusion for in-
dividuals with cancer or
blood/autoimmune disorders,
and a comprehensive women’s
diagnostic center.

Atlantic General Health
System, its network of more
than 40 primary care providers
and specialists, care for resi-
dents and visitors throughout
the region. For more informa-
tion about Atlantic General
Hospital, visit www.atlantic-
general.org.

Pocomoke’s progress

AGH receives ‘Best in Benefits’ award

Opinion
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Dodgeball this
winter in Pines 

(Jan. 4, 2018) A Coed Adult Dodge-
ball League will be offered in Ocean
Pines this winter. 

The league, for women and men ages
18 and older, is now accepting groups of
at least six people for its foam-ball
throw-downs that will happen every
Wednesday night at the Ocean Pines
Community Center starting Wednesday,
Jan. 17 at 6:30 p.m. 

“The best part about it is we don’t use
the big red ball anymore. Come check us
out; it’s a blast,” said Ocean Pines Recre-
ation and Parks Manager Debbie Donahue. 

Sign up as an individual or ‘free agent’
for teams in need of additional players or
assemble a team. League rules require
teams to have a minimum of six players,
including two females, on the court at all
times and up to 15 players on the team’s
roster.

Donahue said those who do not have a
team but wish to play should attend the
Wednesday, Jan. 10 pre-season meeting
at 7 p.m. the Community Center, where
they will be partnered with a team or other
individuals who are looking to compete.

The season consists of eight weeks of
play at the Community Center, located
at 235 Ocean Parkway in Ocean Pines.
Championship games will be played on
the eighth week. 

Registration, which is open now
through Jan. 10, costs $300 per team. To
register, contact the OPA Recreation and
Parks Department at 410-641-7052.

Series of diabetes
self-management
classes in Berlin

(Jan. 4, 2018) The Atlantic General
Diabetes Center at Atlantic General
Hospital will be offering diabetes self-
management education classes in Jan-
uary.  

The series of four, two-hour sessions
will address blood glucose monitoring,
foot care, nutrition, exercise and other
self-management skills to help individ-
uals better manage their diabetes. A
family member is invited to attend.  

The program is recognized by the
American Diabetes Association for
quality education, and program staff
includes a registered nurse who has di-
abetes and a registered dietitian, both
of whom are Certified Diabetes Educa-
tors.

Advance registration and a referral
from primary care provider (which the
program can obtain) are required. 

Diabetes Self-Management is a
Medicare benefit and the cost of the
classes is covered by most insurances.
Classes will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 9,
16, 23 and 30 from 12:30-2:30 p.m. at
Atlantic Health Center, 9714 Health-
way Drive in Berlin. Call 410-208-9761
for more information and to register. 

DECATUR VIP
Stephen Decatur High School senior Laila
Mirza was named the VIP of the Game dur-
ing the Dec. 7 girls’ basketball match. In
its ongoing efforts to recognize outstand-
ing students who demonstrate pride,
achievement, respect and responsibility,
also known as the principles of the De-
catur Way, the SDHS PBIS program (Posi-
tive Behavior Interventions & Supports)
honors VIPs of the Game. Mirza, who is a
member of the National Honor Society, the
Math Honor Society, and a national officer
for Skills USA, is pictured with Principal
Tom Zimmer.
SUBMITTED PHOTO/
BAYSIDE GAZETTE

SUBMITTED PHOTO D.J. LANDIS, SR.

NEW INDUCTEE
Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines – Ocean City inducted Diane Sparzak on Nov. 15. She is a re-
tired teacher who moved to the area four years ago and has loved volunteering ever since she first
was a hospital candy-striper as a teenager in Virginia. Pictured, from left, are Membership Chair
Pat Winkelmayer, Sparzak, her sponsor, Stella Hartington, and President Ralph Chinn. 
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Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS who are regular Ocean City Today & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. For all other REALTORS,
there is a weekly charge of $10 per listing. Call 410-723-6397 or fax 410-723-6511 and a sale representative will contact you.

Jan. 4 - Jan. 11

DAY/TIME                       ADDRESS                      BR/BA                 STYLE             PRICE                 AGENCY/AGENT

Daily                                     Assateague Point, Berlin                 1BR/2BR/3BR                     Mobile               From $100,000              Tony Matrona  /Resort Homes

Daily, 10-5                         Gateway Grand – 48th Street              3 & 4BR, 3BA                      Condo                      Inquire               Fritschle Group/Condominium Realty

Sat-Mon, 11-4 pm        Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside  1BR/2/BR/3BR/4/BR+    Condo, Towns & SF               —                    Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate
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NOW PLAYING
BJ’S ON THE WATER

75th Street and the bay
Ocean City
410-524-7575
www.bjsonthewater.com
Jan. 5: Thin Ice, 9 p.m.
Jan. 6: Dust N Bones, 9 p.m.

CAPTAIN’S TABLE

15th St. & Baltimore Ave.
Ocean City
410-289-7192
www.captainstableoc.com
Every Friday & Saturday: Phil Per-
due, 5:30 p.m.

THE COVE AT MUMFORD’S 
LANDING OCEAN PINES

1 Mumford’s Landing Road
Ocean Pines
410-641-7501
www.oceanpines.org
Jan. 6: Trivia Night, 4 p.m.

DUFFY’S TAVERN

130th Street in the 
Montego Bay Shopping Center
410-250-1449
www.duffysoc.com
Jan. 5: Bob Hughes, 5-9 p.m.

OCEAN CLUB NIGHTCLUB

In the Horizons Restaurant
In the Clarion Fontainebleau Hotel
101st Street and the ocean
Ocean City
410-524-3535
www.clarionoc.com

Every Friday and Saturday: DJ
Dusty, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Jan. 5-6: New Censation

SEACRETS

49th Street and the bay

Ocean City
410-524-4900
www.seacrets.com
Jan. 5-6: DJ Cruz, 10 p.m. to 2
a.m.

WHISKER’S BAR & GRILL

11070 Cathell Road, Suite 17
Pines Plaza, Ocean Pines
410-208-3922
www.whiskersbar.com
Jan. 5: Karaoke w/Donnie Berkey

DUST N BONES
BJ’S ON THE WATER

Saturday, January 6, 9 p.m.

NEW CENSATION
OCEAN CLUB NIGHTCLUB

Friday & Saturday, January 5 & 6

PHIL PERDUE
CAPTAIN’S TABLE

Every Friday & Saturday, 5:30 p.m.
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BELIEVE IN TOMORROW DONATION
ASC&D Gives, a committee within ASC&D Serves, donates to employee-nominated charities or causes throughout the year. ASC&D donated $1,000
to the Believe in Tomorrow organization to sponsor its upcoming fundraiser. Believe in Tomorrow provides respite housing for families with children
who are fighting life-threatening illnesses. Wayne Littleton from Believe in Tomorrow is pictured with Kasi Queen, Laura Bren and Rachel Thompson.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

CONGRESSIONAL VISIT
Congressman Andy Harris installed the 2018 officers for the Republican Women of Worcester County on Nov. 15 at the Dunes Manor in Ocean City.
Pictured, from left, are Jean Delcher, Mary Adair, Loretta Spinuzza, Sandy Zitzer, Congressman Harris, President-elect Beth Rodier, Vanessa Alban and
Kahy Vornlocker.

For Future Features Info:
call: 302-732-3744

or visit:
www.theclaytontheatre.com
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Another year is officially in the books, and the
memories will be long for this world as we rekindle
lost friendships and nurture new ones. The lasting

impression that the year will
have on our lives is just an-
other piece that forms us as
humans and allows us to be a
part of the bigger experience.
As we sit around the New
Year’s table eating a simple,
but time-intensive, home-
made smoked fish dip, we
talk about the good, the bad
and the ugly, laughing and
sometimes getting a touch
sentimental.

As I welcome the new year,
I realize that there are so many things that I want
to do for and with my friends and family. Finally
getting our passports shored up, I now need to find
someone who is good at cheap fare alerts through
the various sites, so that we can set up my phone
and just up-and-run at a moment’s notice. I’m
learning that a flight to the UK or other lovely
places on our planet can cost as little as a trip to
Des Moines, if you are willing to pack your bags in
a pinch.

The last time that I was in California may have
been the last time that I wrote about wanderlust.
I’m not sure. Either way, the new year always
rekindles my love for travel, and luckily my kids
take after me and their mother, and often my “itch”
starts with the west coast. 

Having lived in Southern California for 3 1/2
years, I learned that the seasons don’t exist. There
are no snowy months in San Diego, or the deep
auburn autumn leaves of the Northeast. No, the
seasons were pretty much hot, chilly and warm. 

I came back to the east coast to seasons and I
love them. And I notice as I write that this time of
year spawns a gut-wrenching wanderlust in me; a
deep desire to just get out of here and go on to
other locales. The cold isn’t the issue, as I would
love nothing more than to be in the Swiss Alps. Ski-
ing down the slopes (I don’t know how to ski, so
I’m hoping that there are bunny slopes in Switzer-
land) right into the lodge with burning legs and a
stiff back, I would be greeted by a Wassel or other
local hot beverage to reinvigorate my aching, aging
body.

No, I just want to travel and give that experience
to my children. And as we go from continent to
continent, I will compare my food to that of chefs
around the globe. And my fish dip will always come
out on top; of that I have no doubt.

Smoked Bluefish Crustini
Makes about 2 pounds
1 Smoked bluefish filet (recipe follows)
1 cup (or as needed), mayonnaise
2 Tbsp. Gherkins, minced
1 Shallot, finely minced
Kosher salt, as needed
Ground black pepper, as needed
Crustini or crackers, as needed
Herb oil or herbs for garnish

1. Remove skin and blood line. If it’s not white
flesh, remove it. This will greatly reduce any linger-
ing fishy taste

2. Remove pin bones and mash the fish with

your hands, and make it as you would a simple
tuna salad

3. When the salad is at a consistency that you
like, season and keep chilled until ready to use

4. You can serve the dip/salad in a bowl with
bread, crustini and crackers on the side, or you can
plate them up like I have in the picture above. Ei-
ther way is a win-win

Smoked Bluefish Filet
per gallon of brine
1 gallon cold water
1/2 cup Kosher salt
1/2 cup Brown sugar
3 Lemons, halved
4 sprigs fresh thyme
4 2-inch pieces rosemary
stems from 1 bunch of parsley
12 cloves garlic, smashed
3 Tbsp. Black peppercorns
3 Tbsp. Paprika
3 Tbsp. Dried oregano
2 Tbsp. Fennel seed
3 Bay leaves, fresh if possible

1. Combine all ingredients, making enough to
cover the fish filets

2. Allow to sit under refrigeration for at least
four hours. This will pull blood out of the filets, as

well as tame down the fishy taste of this typically
shunned fish 

3. Remove from the brine, discarding the latter
4. Lay the filets flat on drain racks if you have

them and pat dry
5. Allow to sit uncovered in the icebox for as long

as 48 hours. This drying process will create the pel-
licle, a tacky surface which will allow the chemicals
in the smoke to adhere to the product

6. This fish does best with a hot smoke, so set up
your smoker with the blend of your choosing. Per-
sonally, since bluefish has such a bold taste, it will
stand up to my standard blend, which is cherry,
hickory, apple and alder.

7. Smoke the fish per your smoker’s manufac-
turer’s instructions until the fish is cooked through.
Typically, I’ll turn the smoker off and allow the fish
to rest in there for about 30 minutes

8. Remove from the smoker and once again
allow it to air out in the refrigerator. This will get
rid of any acrid nuances that build up in the fish

9. Keep the fish chilled, and if you have a food
saver or vacuum, bag the fish and freeze. This will
last for a very long time if vacuum packed and
frozen. 

— Paul G. Suplee is an Associate Professor of
Culinary Arts at Wor-Wic Community  College. 

Find his ePortfolio at www.heartofakitchen.com.

By Paul Suplee, 
MBA, CEC, PC-3

Cuisine
Easy to make, hard to resist smoked fish



January 4, 2018 Bayside Gazette Page 21

RENEW YOUR
TAGS HERE!

MVA TITLE
& TAG SERVICES

SMITH’S MARKET
B E E R  •  W I N E  •  S N A C K S  •  P R O P A N E

EXP. JAN 14, 2018

GAS GRILL
PROPANE
WITH $5 PURCHASE

$14
PLUS TAX 

MD LOTTERY WINNERS
PLAY HERE

$3000 SCRATCH OFF WINNER
$2500 PICK4 WINNER

PLEASE VISIT RACETRACKOC.COM
TO VIEW DETAILS OF OUR 

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

PREVIOUSLY OWNED
VEHICLES FOR SALE:

BUY HERE • PAY HERE
ALL VEHICLES ARE

MD STATE INSPECTED

• ‘12 CHEVY COLORADO
• ‘10 DODGE CARAVAN
• ‘14 FORD FUSION
• ‘06 TOYOTA CAMRY
• ‘14 NISSAN ALTIMA
• ‘05 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY
• ‘12 CHEVY CRUZE
• ‘02 CHEVY SUBURBAN
• ‘07 HONDA ACCORD
• ‘88 CHEVY PICKUP

410-352-5070 • RACETRACKOC.COM
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

11740 Worcester Hwy.
Showell, MD 21862

70

Puzzles
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THU, JAN. 4
PLAY TIME
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
Ocean Pines, MD, 10:30 a.m. Learn new
skills while playing with educational
toys. For infant to 5 year old children.
410-208-4014

STORY TIME ‘WINTER’
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington
St., Snow Hill, MD, 10:30 a.m. For 2 to 5
year old children. 410-632-3495

COASTAL HOSPICE GRIEF SUPPORT
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
Ocean Pines, MD, 11 a.m. The group
meets every Thursday. Free and open to
anyone who has lost a loved one, not just
Coastal Hospice families. 410-251-8163

POCOMOKE BOOK OF THE MONTH
Pocomoke library, 301 Market St.,
Pocomoke City, MD, 2 p.m. Selection is
“Me Before You” by Jojo Moyes. 410-
957-0878

WE LOVE A MYSTERY BOOK CLUB
Berlin library, 220 N. Main St., Berlin,
MD, 2 p.m. Share your favorite mystery
genres and compare plots, protagonists
and settings. 410-641-0650

BEACH SINGLES
Harpoon Hanna’s, 39064 Harpoon
Road, Fenwick Island, DE, 3 to 6 p.m.
Every Thursday, Beach Singles 45-Plus
meets for happy hour. Info: Arlene, 302-
436-9577 or Kate, 410-524-0649.
http://www.BeachSingles.org

FRI, JAN. 5
FIBER FRIENDS
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
Ocean Pines, MD, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Knitters, crocheters, embroiderers, etc.
are welcomed. Victoria Christie-Healy,
moonlightknitting@gmail.com, 703-
507-0708

STAR CHARITIES MONTHLY MEETING
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
Ocean Pines, MD 21811, 10 a.m. Info:
Anna Foultz, 410-641-7667. 

FEEL GOOD FRIDAY ‘WRITING FOR 
WELLNESS’
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, Ocean City, MD, 4 p.m. Learn the
importance of writing for your health.
Journals will be provided. 410-524-1818

THE ETIOLOGY AND IMPACT OF FAKE
NEWS
Berlin library, 220 N. Main St., Berlin,
MD, 1 p.m. Two-part program presented
by Dr. Samuel B. Hoff, George Washing-
ton Distinguished Professor and Law
Studies Director, DSU. The Jan. 5 ses-
sion will trace the history of mass media
in the United States and the idea of news
as deception is explored. The Jan. 12

session will introduce the term “fake
news” and the impact of criticism
against journalists, newspapers and TV
stations is evaluated. 410-641-0650

FIRST FRIDAY OPENING RECEPTION
OC Center for the Arts, 502 94th St.,
Ocean City, MD, 5 to 7 p.m. In all, 23 vi-
sual artists working in painting, photog-
raphy, wood, mixed media and fiber art
drew inspiration from the poetry and
prose of 15 writers for the “Shared Vi-
sions” show. Meet the artists, enjoy hors
d’oeuvres and see the new exhibits. Ad-
mission is free and open to the public.
410-524-9433, http://artleagueofo-
ceancity.org

ANNUAL CASH BINGO
Bishopville Volunteer Fire Department,
10709 Bishopville Road, Bishopville,
MD, 6 p.m. Cost is $25 in advance or
$30 at the door. Twenty regular games
with payout of $125 for single winner
and jackpot included. Four early birds
that begin at 6 p.m. Two specials and a
50/50 raffle available. Home cooked
food and beverages available for pur-
chase. Tickets: 443-880-6966. 

SAT, JAN. 6
FARMERS MARKET
White Horse Park, 239 Ocean Parkway,
Ocean Pines, MD, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Held
every Saturday. Locally grown vegeta-
bles and fruits, eggs, honey, kettle korn,
flowers, artisan breads, seafood, meats

and more. New vendors welcome. 410-
641-7717, Ext. 3006

FAMILY LIBRARY DAY
Pocomoke library, 301 Market St.,
Pocomoke City, MD, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Decorate your own library bag, play
some games and participate in other
various activities. Fun for the whole
family. 410-957-0878

FIRST SATURDAY WRITERS
Berlin library, 220 N. Main St., Berlin,
MD, 10 a.m. Novice and established
writers gather to share there works.
Structure includes critiques and appreci-
ation, market leads and writing exer-
cises. Drop-ins welcome. Jean Marx,
443-880-0045

MON, JAN. 8
CPAP MASK FITTING
Atlantic General Hospital Sleep Disor-
ders Diagnostic Center, 9733 Healthway
Drive, Berlin, MD, All Day Free,
monthly mask fitting clinic for patients
who are having trouble adjusting to their
CPAP equipment. By appointment only:
Robin Rohlfing, 410-641-9726

HYPERTENSION CLINIC
Apple Discount Drugs, 314 Franklin
Ave., Berlin, MD, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Sponsored by Atlantic General Hospital
and takes place the first Monday of
every month. Free blood pressure
screening and health information.

Michelle, 410-641-9268

IPAD CHICKS - BEGINNERS
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
Ocean Pines, MD, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Ex-
plore the world of iPads while learning
from each other. Register: Norma
Kessler, 410-641-7017. Men welcome. 

LAP TIME
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington
St., Snow Hill, MD, 10:30 a.m. Children,
under 2 years old, will be introduced to
songs, games and finger plays. 410-632-
3495

WRITING FOR WELLNESS
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
Ocean Pines, MD, 1:30 to 3 p.m. Re-
search has shown that writing about
stressful experiences, like illness, may
boost health & psychological well-being.
No prior writing experience needed.
410-208-4014

THE DIGITAL LIBRARY AND YOU
Berlin library, 220 N. Main St., Berlin,
MD, 2 p.m. Free downloads including
books, magazines, audiobooks, music,
movies, TV from the comfort of your
own home. Bring your library card and
device to get started. 410-641-0650

STEAM PM ‘AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR 
TIMOTHY YOUNG’
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington
St., Snow Hill, MD, 3:45 p.m. An inter-
active drawing lesson and illustrating
experience for children 6 years old and

Calendar Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com
by 5 p.m. Monday.  All community-related activities will be
published at no charge.
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DONATION
Don Robertson, owner of Sea Floor, right, presents a check to support the Wounded Warrior Project. Pictured with Robertson, from left, are Tabby
Berkeridge, Steve Olney and John Rego of Wounded Warrior Project.
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older. 410-632-3495

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY MEETING
Atlantic General Hospital, conference
room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin,
MD, 5 to 6:30 p.m. Berlin group No.
169. TOPS is a support and educational
group promoting weight loss and
healthy lifestyle. It meets weekly. Edna
Berkey, 410-251-2083

MEDICAL MONDAY
Worcester Youth and Family Ray Room,
124 N. Main St., Berlin, MD, 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. Free educational session that
occurs the second Monday of each
month. Rachel Pomycala, Doctor of Au-
diology with Chesapeake Hearing Cen-
ters, will be discussing the causes of
hearing loss, how hearing affects the
brain and memory related symptoms
and the technology of hearing loss. Reg-
istration is encouraged but not required:
www.atlanticgeneral.org/MedicalMon-
day or Michelle, 410-641-9268.

DELMARVA SWEET ADELINE CHORUS
Ocean Pines Community Center, 239
Ocean Parkway, Ocean Pines, MD, 7 to 9
p.m. The group meets each Monday.
Women interested in learning the craft
of a cappella singing welcome. 410-641-
6876

TUE, JAN. 9
PLAY TIME
Berlin library, 220 N. Main St., Berlin,
MD, 10:30 a.m. Learn new skills while
playing with educational toys. For infant
to 5 year old c children. 410-641-0650

STORY TIME ‘ALL THINGS WINTER’
Pocomoke library, 301 Market St.,
Pocomoke City, MD, 10:30 a.m. For 2-5
year old children. 410-957-0878

COFFEE HOUR
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington
St., Snow Hill, MD, 2 p.m. The group
meets the second Tuesday of each
month for coffee, refreshments and ca-
sual conversation on favorite books and
authors. 410-632-3495

IRELAND: UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, Ocean City, MD, 2 p.m. Learn
about the history, culture and traditions
of Ireland. Featuring photography and
videos. 410-524-1818

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT GROUP
Gull Creek Senior Living, 1 Meadow St.,
Berlin, MD, 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. For indi-
viduals suffering from Parkinson’s.
Group provides education on exercise,
nutrition, coping techniques, medica-
tions and developments in treatment.
Kay Rentschler, 410-641-4765,
http://www.delmarvaparkinsonsal-
liance.org

STEM FAMILY NIGHT ‘WINTER IS HERE!’
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, Ocean City, MD, 4:30 p.m. Enjoy
books, crafts and games for the whole
family. 410-524-1818

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY MEETING
Worcester County Health Center, 9730
Healthway Drive, Berlin, MD, 5:30 to 7
p.m. The group meets each Tuesday.
TOPS is a support and educational
group promoting weight loss and health
lifestyle. jeanduck47@gmail.com

NAMI FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference
Room 2, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin,
MD, 6:30 to 8 p.m. Offers shared wis-
dom and problem solving for family
members of persons with mental illness.
The group is free. Info: Carole Spurrier,
410-208-4003,
carolespurrier@msn.com or Gail S.
Mansell, gmansell@atlanticgeneral.org,
410-641-9725

BINGO
Pocomoke Elks Lodge 1624, 1944
Worcester Highway, Pocomoke City,
MD, 7 p.m. Doors open at 6 p.m., early
bingo at 7 p.m. and regular games start
at 7:30 p.m. Food and non-alcoholic
drinks available. Open to the public.
410-957-3556

WED, JAN. 10
KIWANIS CLUB OF GREATER OCEAN
PINES/OCEAN CITY
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, Ocean Pines, MD, 8
a.m. Meets every Wednesday. Doors
open at 7 a.m., meeting begins at 8 a.m.
410-641-7330, http://www.kiwaniso-
fopoc.org

LAP TIME
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
Ocean Pines, MD, 10:30 a.m. For chil-
dren under 2 and their caregivers. 410-
208-4014

STORY TIME ‘SHAPES’
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, Ocean City, MD, 10:30 a.m. Best
for 2 to 5 year old children but all are
welcome. 410-524-1818

COFFEE & COLORING
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, Ocean City, MD, 3 p.m. The group
meet the second Wednesday of each
month. Enjoy a cup of coffee, refresh-
ments and unwind. No registration is re-
quired. Adults only please.
410-524-1818

CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
Ocean Pines, MD, 4 p.m. Learn the basic
language patterns and phrases to effec-
tively communicate with a Spanish
speaking person. Classes are held Jan.
10, 17 and 24. Register at the Ocean
Pines branch or by calling 410-208-
4014. 

DELMARVA HAND DANCE CLUB
Ocean City Elks Lodge, 13708 Sinepux-
ent Ave., Ocean City, MD, 5:30 to 9 p.m.
The group meets every Wednesday. Jit-
terbug, swing, cha-cha to the sounds of
the ‘50s, ‘60s and Carolina Beach music.
A $5 donation per person to benefit Vet-

erans and local charities in the Del-
marva region. Elk members and their
guests welcome. dance@delmarvahand-
dancing.com, 410-208-1151, http://del-
marvahanddancing.com

OCEAN CITY/BERLIN ROTARY CLUB 
MEETING
Captain’s Table Restaurant in the Court-
yard by Marriott, 2 15th St, Ocean City,
MD, 6 p.m. The group meets every
Wednesday. cliff0917@aol.com, 410-
641-1700

ONGOING EVENTS
BERLIN RESTAURANT WEEK
Participating restaurants will feature
food and drink specials for breakfast,
lunch and/or dinner and dessert, from
Jan. 8-14. Customers can also partici-
pate in a raffle to win a basket of gift
cards and $100 cash. Participants will be
given a card to be stamped at three dif-
ferent locations and turned into the
Berlin Welcome Center.
http://www.berlinmd.gov

Calendar
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TWINS
Riley Nagler and Ella Gaddis dress up as twins to celebrate Red Ribbon Week at Berlin Intermediate
School. The students were encouraged to dress as twins to “pair up against drugs.” Red Ribbon
Week is a nationwide campaign to educate students about the harmful effects of tobacco/alcohol
and drug abuse.

PHOTO COURTESY D.J. LANDIS, SR.E

GUEST SPEAKER
Anna Foultz was the guest speaker for the Nov. 29 weekly meeting of the Kiwanis Club of Greater
Ocean Pines – Ocean City, a club where she is an honorary member. With the help of her daughter,
Shirley Isbell, Foultz compiled and published the book, “Two Steps Forward – A Memoir.” It is a
story that recalls her life, complete with all the trials and tribulations. The purpose of the book is
to raise money for her Star Charities organization, which she co-founded with her late husband,
Carl, in 2007. She is pictured with Kiwanis Club President Ralph Chinn.
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