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‘Am | Crazy?”

I’m offering my $150
Super-Tune-Up for only $99 ...
AND I guarantee your system
won’t break down this Winter or

this service is ... FREE'!

ANDREW QUEEN

General Manager

I must be crazy!! Fall is often the busiest time of year. So, why am |
offering such a drastic discount on our Super-Tune-Ups? It’s very simple. |
want you as a client for life! So, I call this my INVESTMENT IN YOU!

We are professionally and continually trained in the skills of service,
repair, system replacement and All-Star Team Building business management
and marketing systems.

[ am serious about my profession, proud of my entire staff and completely
dedicated to each and every one of my clients ... new and old.

Our Super-Tune-Up includes a painstakingly thorough examination of
more than 50 potential problem areas in your heating system. We will
inspect, adjust and clean AND include up to 1 Ib of refrigerant and a standard
air filter if you tell us the size we need. If we have to come back during the
heating season because your system is not working, THIS service is FREE.

This is a $150 value for only $99 and it’s limited to first-come, first-served
callers. Free RUST PROOFING if you call within the next 3 days.

This is a $150 value for only $99 and it’s limited to first-come, first-served
callers. Free RUST PROOFING if you call within the next 3 days.

410-289-1283
410-641-1434

Ocean City
Berlin/Ocean Pines

TIL

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

ours - Not Days”
icHeatandAir.com
D HVACR-01-2262

Election Day 2018:
Who'’s running and
where you can vote

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

(Nov. 1, 2018) Election Day: it’s less
than one week away.

Voters will head to the polls on Tues-
day, Nov. 6 to cast ballots for the repre-
sentative of their choosing in several
elections, including Worcester County
Commissioners, Maryland House of
Delegates and Maryland State Senate.

Democratic Sen. Jim Mathias has
competition from District 38C Del. Mary
Beth Carozza, a Republican, for the Dis-
trict 38 Senate seat.

In local delegate races, Del. Charles
James Otto, a Republican, is running
against Democratic challenger Kirkland
J. Hall, Sr. in the race for District 38A.
Ocean City Councilman Wayne Hart-
man is vying for the 38C seat, but has
some competition against write-in can-
didate Ed Tinus. Both are Republicans.

Four seats are up for grabs on the
Worcester County Commissioners, with
all of the incumbents on the Republican
side and all of the challengers represent-
ing Democrats.

Incumbent Commissioner Merrill
Lockfaw and his opponent Joshua Nord-
strom are vying for the District 1 seat.

District 2 Commissioner Diana Pur-
nell is running unopposed.

Berlin Town Councilman Zackery
Tyndall is challenging Commissioner
Bud Church for the District 3 seat.

Commissioner Ted Elder and former
commissioner Virgil Shockley are vying
for the District 4 seat.

Current Commissioner Chip Bertino
and retired laboratory scientist Judy
Butler are facing off in the race for the
District 5 seat.

District 6 Commissioner Madison
“Jim” Bunting and District 7 Commis-
sioner Joseph Mitrecic are each running
unopposed.

This election cycle’s referendum
question asks voters whether they are for
or against a constitutional amendment
for funding as “the State Constitution
currently authorizes video lottery oper-
ation licenses for the primary purpose of
raising money for public education.”

Another question asks voters whether
they are for or against same-day voter reg-
istration at polling places on Election Day.

Early voting was scheduled from Oct.
25to Nowv. 1.

On Election Day, polls will be open
from 7 am. to 8 p.m.

Find your designated polling place by
visiting the Maryland State Board of
Elections’ website at https://voterser-
vices.elections.maryland.gov/Polling-
PlaceSearch.

District/precinct 1-1:  Pocomoke
Community Center, 1410 Market St.,
Pocomoke City, MD 21851. Call the cen-
ter at 410-957-4200 for more informa-
tion.

District/precinct 1-2: First Baptist
Church, 5912 Taylor Landing Road,

See POLLING Page 17
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Candidates running for contested seats in Worcester County provide information

ELECTION 2018 CANDIDATE PROFILES

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

County Commissioners
District 1

oy
MERRIL LOCKFAW

(Nov. 1, 2018) Worcester County has
been good to District 1 County Commis-
sioner and lifelong resident, 70-year-
old Merrill Lockfaw.

“It’'s been very enjoyable working
with the people, not just in District 1 but
throughout the county, and I feel dedi-
cated ... the county has given me an
awful lot,” Lockfaw said. “I've made a
good living, raised a family here and
wanted to give something back.”

“I see some things that maybe I
could help make some changes in and
improve, so for the last eight years I've
been a commissioner for District 1,
down here on the south end of the
county,” Lockfaw said.

Throughout Lockfaw’s tenure as one

of seven commissioners, he said he’s
worked to help create an afterschool
program in Pocomoke, bring lights to
the Pocomoke Bridge and make a
Girdletree crabbing pier handicapped-
accessible.

Lockfaw, who’s running as a Repub-
lican, said he’s also worked with the
other commissioners to build schools
and libraries during his time in office.

“We've tried to streamline govern-
ment and cut expenses wherever we
could,” Lockfaw said.

He said he past experiences with
agriculture, business management and
budgeting makes him fit for the posi-
tion. If reelected, he said he’d continue
to work to bring such initiatives about.

As former fire chief, Lockfaw sees
the importance of finding funds for the
area’s volunteer fire companies, and
stressed the need to address a shortage
of first responders.

“That is something that I see dwin-
dling, and I think that we need to try
[to] ... generate more interest in that
type of vocation,” he said.

Although agriculture, tourism and
education are important to District 1,
Lockfaw thinks there’s room for an-
other entry on the list: aquaculture.

“I think that it’s something that
could be vital to us in the future,” Lock-
faw said. “I think that sometimes be-
cause of a shortage ... that you have to
find a new way to fill in those shortages
and that’s an area that I think is new to

about their campaign platforms in the following profiles:

Lockfaw mentioned how vineyards
could benefit within the county’s land-
scape and bring the beer and wine in-
dustries to the area.

He acknowledged the importance of
Ocean City’s economy, but thinks there
should be more countywide growth.

“I would like to see some of it come
to the south end of the county,” he said.
“We need growth desperately on the
south end, whether it be industrial or
some form of tourism.”

Lockfaw emphasized the need to up-
grade the infrastructure — especially
high-speed internet — to accommodate
that growth in the southern end of the
county. In addition, he believes a well-
trained workforce is vital to any eco-
nomic expansion.

“We really need to work with Wor-
Wic Community College, the technical
schools, because if you're going to build
an area, or develop an area, you've got
to have skilled labor,” Lockfaw said.

Wallops Flight Facility is located
across the state line in Virginia, but is
just a 20-minute drive from Pocomoke
City.

“Also, I think we're going to work
more closely with NASA and try to get
maybe some industry through them lo-
cated on the south end of the county,”
Lockfaw said.

Lockfaw said if reelected, he’d con-
tinue working with county officials re-
sponsible for economic development,
as well as elected leaders at the state
level to bring economic prosperity to

November 1, 2018

the county.

“We need to let them know that we
want business to come to Worcester
County,” Lockfaw said. That we’re will-
ing to do our part to maybe create some
type of initiative to bring them here ...
and we’re willing in any way to try to en-
courage that.”

JOSH NO

(Nov. 1, 2018) Joshua Nordstrom,
45, of Pocomoke, says he has plans for
District 1 if he’s elected to the Board of
Worcester County Commissioners on
Nov. 6.

Nordstrom, who is running as a De-
mocrat, studied political science at
George Washington University and said
he has been preparing for this election
by attending Worcester County Com-
missioner meetings for the last four
years.

“I just want to see good leadership
here in the lower part of the county,” he

See ELECTION Page 5
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said.

Nordstrom used the meetings as an
additional form of education as a way to
pick up on policy and connect with staff.
If elected, he said he wants to “spend
my first year doing, not learning.”

Nordstrom said he’s spoken to hun-
dreds of area residents over the last
couple months, and found a mounting
concern is internet efficiency.

“People can’t get good internet serv-
ice in a large part of the county, not just
the southern part, but a large part of the
county,” he said.

Nordstrom said that lack of broad-
band harms the county’s job prospects.

“We have lost out on several busi-
nesses who've wanted to relocate here
or open a new branch here because we
didn’t have high-speed internet in this
part of this county,” he said. “So we lose
out on those businesses. We lose out on
the tax base.”

Providing affordable education and
employment opportunities to younger
residents who stay in the county is an-
other priority for Nordstrom.

“These folks are our future entrepre-
neurs. They’re our future job creators,
and if they go to another place, then
they’re part of somebody else’s job cre-
ation,” Nordstrom said. “They’re part of
somebody else’s economic develop-
ment, and I want them to stay here if
they want to, and be able to earn a liv-
ing, and stay here and help us develop
this part of the county.”

How does he plan to accomplish that
task? Nordstrom said it starts by taking
notes from other counties on the East-
ern Shore, and allocating funds for
lower income students at Wor-Wic Uni-
versity. He said he feels Worcester
County residents living in Pocomoke
are at a disadvantage.

He said “it’s not a new idea,” but lay-
ing the groundwork through financial
incentives for a variety of career paths
can set younger residents up for suc-
cess.

Nordstrom addressed the need for
an “educated workforce,” and advo-
cated for vocational careers.

“I mean these are the jobs that are
open,” he said. “It’s not just college, it’s
technical certification, and things of
that nature that are going to allow our

young people to earn a living, but also
help our employers fill the open jobs.”

Nordstrom said there’s serious work
to be done.

“We have roads that are crumbling
here in the southern part of the county,”
he said. “We have a lot of blight in the
form of abandoned houses that are
falling in on each other.”

Another major concern for Nord-
strom is the lack of positive activity for
District 1’s youth.

“Certainly young people get into
trouble lots of times if they don’t have
something to occupy themselves, and
we want to prevent that here,” Nord-
strom said.

Nordstrom offered a possible solu-
tion to encourage new business without
sacrificing the area’s greatest asset.

“We are not going to alter our natu-
ral beauty here, but there are a lot of
things that we can do ... to let people
know that Worcester County is open for
business,” Nordstrom said. “I want this
place to be a magnet for new busi-
nesses.”

But Nordstrom said the county can’t
rest on its laurels.

“We have Ocean City, which is great,
but we cannot rely on Ocean City and
keep our fingers crossed,” Nordstrom
said. “We have to be proactive when it
comes to our economic development
and educating our workforce. It’s not
going to happen on its own.”

DISTRICT 3

BUD CHURCH

(Nov. 1, 2018) The job of Worcester
County Commissioner for District 3 has
become second nature for 77-year-old
Bud Church, who is touting his experi-
ence in his reelection campaign.

Church, who’s running as a Repub-
lican, said the county redistricted sev-
eral years ago, and carved a portion to
create what is now known as District 3.

“I picked up the newspaper, and I
looked at the redistricting and I went,
‘Oh my gosh. They cut that out just for
me,” Church said.

Church was first elected to the
Worcester County Commissioners in
2002 and said his name recognition in
the community was a major reason for
his campaign’s success.

“So I just thought, let me try this, and
I won, and the rest is history,” Church
said.

Churched moved from Alexandria,

O'W\&f\
Cpecih\s

Virginia to the Eastern Shore in 1959,
when his parents bought an oceanfront
hotel.

See ELECTION Page 6

Three Worcester County
Commissioners are running
unopposed:

- Diana Purnell, Dem., of
District 2 (Central District)

- Madison “Jim” Bunting, Rep.,
District 6 (Northern District)

- Joe Mitrecic, Rep., District 7
(Ocean City District)
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RESTAURANT
EARLY BIRD SPECIALS EVERYDAY 5 PM STARTING AT $10.95
MUST ORDER BY 6 PM PLEASE - HOLIDAYS EXCLUDED

SUNDAY NIGHT SPECIAL

Buy 1 Entree at regular price & get 2nd Entree at 1/2 price
(same or lesser value) excludes table side & crab dishes

Not to be combined with other offers.

3 COURSE DINNER $15.95 $%Ri:es

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY

Includes Choice of Soup of the Day or Appetizer: (Sauteed Clams, Mozzarella Caprese,
or Mussels Provencal Sauce) and Salad with House Dressing.

¥ CHICKEN PARMIGIANA
PENNE ALLA VODKA

Y GRILLED PORK CHOP
LINGUINI ALLE VONGOLE

(white or red sauce)

% CHICKEN MARSALA
% CHICKEN PICCATA
sk FLOUNDER FRANCAISE

wServed with Vegetable & Potatoes

Holidays Excluded - Maximum Party of 12
Please No Substitutions - Some Restrictions Apply - REGULAR MENU ALSO AVAILABLE

HAPPY HOUR 3-7PM BAR ONLY « DINING ROOM OPENS AT 5PM
RT 50 WEST OCEAN CITY - 410-213-7717 - WWW.OCITALIANFOOD.COM

J&lJ's FAMOUS
BRICK OVEN

PIZZA

OPEN 11:30AM EVERYDAY

410-213-0303
\ Rt 50, West Ocean City

— CARRYOUT SPECIAL -
2-16" CHEESE PIZZAS $17.99

N

$5% LUNCH SPECIAL
(11:30am-3:00pm)

™ HE T s

w14 P1 OVA ENET GU S7¢

By Authority: Donna Richardson West, Treasurer

Endorsed by the people of the Eastern Shore

== JIM MATHIAS SENATE

“ALWAYS WORKING FOR YOU”
JimMathias.com

S F N

Friends,

L |
WG
"'hul.

| am frequently asked what is the most important accomplishment I've achieved as
your Maryland State Senator. Clearly, it is the trust and relationships I've established

with Governor Hogan and my colleagues in both the House and Senate of both parties.
My proven record of results with Governor Hogan: Demonstrating our true lead-

ership protecting our poultry and agriculture industry, accomplishing School after
Labor Day start, providing funding to begin the third Bay Span Enviornmental

Study, funding the Somerset County Scholarship Program for Wor-Wic Commu-
nity College students, and having the governor as an ally in the next phase of the

Roland E. Powell Ocean City Convention Center demonstrates our trust, respect
and effective relationship working together.

It is these productive and successful relationships that accomplish our results that
you deserve, and it is these proven and effective relationships that | have built that pro-
vide for our successes together. | respectfully ask for your continued trust, support and

vote this Tuesday, November 6th.

Respectfully,
Senator Jim Mathias
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“They brought me here screaming
and yelling, but I wouldn’t move from
Worcester County now,” Church said.
“I've had opportunities, and some of
them have been very good opportuni-
ties, but I wanted to raise my grandkids
[here].”

Church is the president of Coldwell
Banker, Bud Church Realty, and prides
himself on having a family business.

“We’re a third generation real estate
company, and I'm really proud of that,”
Church said.

Emergency services, health care and
police protection are important issues
for Church, but, as a former member of
the county board of education, he em-
phasized education as a priority.

Church said his children and grand-
children attended Worcester County
public schools, and stressed the impor-
tance of getting a good education.

“I didn’t only do it for my kids, and

my grandkids, but for everyone in
Worcester County. I'm a huge believer
in education,” Church said. “I think it’s
the foundation for their future and our
future.”

Church said when he was first
elected county commissioner, he was
criticized by the environmental com-
munity, but eventually gained its sup-
port “because in every conservation
easement that [came] through to add to
our forest[s] and trees, I have either
made the motion or supported every
single one of them.”

Church owns a farm in the middle of
a state forest, and said it’s important to
preserve the area’s natural beauty.

“I'm very conscious of our environ-
ment,” Church said. “I want to protect
our farmlands. I want to protect our
forests. I want to protect our streams.”

Looking at the area as an emerging
retirement destination, Church pointed
to the efforts of Atlantic General Hospi-

tal and its provision of good health care
services.

“Folks my age that move into the
county are worried about doctors, hos-
pitals, ancillary services ... so that’s very
important,” he said.

Church said the influx of housing, in-
dustry and tourism contributes to his
district’s growth, but it comes with its
own set of problems.

“I can tell you District 3 is without a
doubt the most intense district in all of
Worcester County,” he said.

Church added the present develop-
ment allows for potential projects in
West Ocean City, like the Mystic Har-
bor Service Area.

“That’s going to be a huge issue —
expanding the Mystic Harbor Service
Area to accommodate the additional
growth,” he said.

“Builders, Realtors and developers
have come to me as their go-to person,
but the one thing I won’t do is compro-

Comfortable D

enlistry in a Spa-Like Atmodptiere
ATLANTIC DENTAL

410-213-7575

COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

12308 Ocean Gateway, Suite é
Ocean City, Maryland, 21842

- - Dr. Michnick

Invisalign® Christopher
= o2 Implant Restorations Takacs, DMD
I, Full Mouth Restoratfion
= ‘ Accepting New Patients y
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AR T insurances taken.
R 0D Plus, third party financing
| o
ﬁ \ ' available. Geoffrey Robbins,
| DDS Retired

@ DENTIST
- Dr. Takacs

¥ Family Dentistry & Smile
Enhancements

Emergency Services
Available

Lawrence
Michnick, DDS

F

%

-e:. WORCESTER COUNTY

DENTAL PRACTICE

Founder
Atlantic Dental

www.atlanticdental.com

Trailers, Trailer
Hitches, Trailer

Parts & Repairs

| JoinOur |

Racetrack0C.com

Trailer Parts and Repairs ® Complete Diagnostics and Programming ® Custom Exhaust ® Major or Minor Repairs
ASE-Certified Technicians ® Complete Auto Body Shop ¢ 24-HOUR TOWING

S'l 0 OFF ALIGNMENT

On rear adjustable suspensions. Cost of shims and installation
extra when required. With coupon only. Cannot be combined with
any other offers or specials. One coupon per visit. Exp. 11/30/18

VIP CLUB 79

Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 11/30/18

Includes 10W30 or 5w30, Up to 5 Quarts of Oil, other weights
available at extra charge. Diesel Oil & Filter extra.
All coupons must be presented before estimate.
Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 11/30/18

Every 6™ 0il Change Reg. $89*
SPECIAL
DISCOUNTS
for VIP Members

RACETRACK AUTO
& TIRE CENTER
10436 Racetrack Road, Berlin

410-641-5262

MD. STATE
INSPECTION
Most Vehicles

TIRE ROTATION witn
Purchase of Oil, Lube & Filter

Need Automotive, Body or Marine Repair? Visit One of our 3 Locations

RACETRACK MARINE
& BOAT SALES
10438 Racetrack Road, Berlin

410-641-5204

$4Q95 SYNTHETIC

WINTERIZING STORAGE

Boat Show Pricing On In-Stock Boats

10 OFF 2205

Cannot be combined with other discounts. Exp. 11/30/18

OIL CHANGE

Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 11/30/18

RAGETRACK MARINE

PACKAGES

RACETRACK AUTO
&BODY SHOP

10834 Ocean Gateway, Berlin
410-641-3200

mise to allow them to do something
other than what the regulations call for.
No one gets any favors,” he said. “I
never ever bend the rules, ever.”

ZACK TYNDALL

(Nov. 1, 2018) Zackery Tyndall, 28,
of Berlin, says he’ll shake things up ifhe
becomes the Worcester County Com-
missioner for District 3.

Tyndall, a Democrat who serves on
the Berlin Town Council, graduated
from Salisbury University in 2015 and
received his bachelor’s degree in man-
agement, with a minor in finance. He
then obtained a master’s degree in busi-
ness administration in May.

Tyndall said he’s previously voted for
his opponent, Republican Worcester
County Commissioner Bud Church, of
District 3, but “I have watched his com-
placency hinder the success of our local
economy, negatively impact our educa-
tion system, and hurt local nonprofits.”

He said he felt it was time for a
change, and believes he is the person to
doit.

“I was compelled to stand up and
represent the people of Worcester
County,” Tyndall said in an email.

In getting to know the community,
he said he found a common theme:
people want action.

“The overwhelming consensus is
that residents want a commissioner
who will represent the people,” Tyndall
said in an email.

Tyndall said he found three issues on
the minds of District 3 residents: the
economy, public safety and education.

Tyndall also said finding steady em-
ployment is paramount to residents.

“People want more year-round jobs,
and many are disappointed that they
have to seek unemployment during the
offseason to make ends meet,” he said.

If elected, Tyndall said he’d strive to
make pedestrian safety a priority, and
find a solution for the scarce sidewalks
throughout his district, which includes
West Ocean City.

“As your next county commissioner,
I will continue to make sure that
Worcester County is a safe place to live,
work and visit,” he said.

Tyndall graduated from Stephen De-
catur High School and Worcester Tech-
nical High School in 2008, and said he
strives to continue to push for effective
vocational education. He added that he
does not believe the technical high
school is being used to its full potential.

From a political standpoint, Tyndall
said he sees local concerns being nei-

See ELECTION Page 7
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ther Democrat nor Republican issues,
but matters that affect the citizenry.

Make no mistake: Tyndall said this
is an important election.

“This election is critical for Worces-
ter County’s future,” he said, because a
key problem in county government is
the lack of teamwork with other juris-
dictions.

Tyndall said a key problem with the
current administration is the lack of
teamwork on the part of the commis-
sioners, who he said work separately
from other local entities.

“If we are going to continue to suc-
ceed, then we need to elect commis-
sioners that are capable of working with
leaders throughout the county,” Tyndall
said.

When Tyndall isn’t participating in
council meetings or campaigning, he
enjoys exercising outdoors and being
with his family.

“My family plays a huge part in my
life,” he said. “I enjoy spending time
with my wife, our three dogs and other
relatives that live nearby.”

DISTRICT 4

TED ELDER

(Nov. 1, 2018) When Theodore
“Ted” Elder, 67, of Whaleyville, isn’t sit-
ting in Worcester County Commission-
ers meetings, he works as a school bus
contractor for the county. It’s some-
thing he’s been doing for several
decades.

This isn’t Elder’s first campaign. He’s
running as a Republican. His first term,
but he’s sought the office more than
once before winning four years ago. His
second time running, he said he lost by
90 votes in a close race, and a big adver-
tising slogan for him is “your vote
counts.”

What brought Elder to politics were
issues he said he had with the county
during a previous business dealing.

“Everybody deserves to have equal ...
treatment from their local govern-
ment,” he said.

Elder said he has conservative views,
“but at the same time we have to have
the services to the level that the people
expect.”

If reelected, Elder said his priority
will be is to find a solution to an ongoing
problem in his district: quality, high-
speed internet.

“My district is mostly rural. One of
the big problems we have is the broad-

See ELECTION Page 8
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NEW YORK BRICK OVEN
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MADE IN HOUSE AND
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BABY BACK RIBS

#4 * 3 Lb. Bucket Baby Back Ribs
DEAL "1 * % Pint Baked Beans

$2 695 - % Pint Col Staw

* 4 Piece Cornbread

#¢ 5 Lb. Bucket Baby Back Ribs
DEAL "2 * 1 Pint Baked Beans

$369_5 « 1 Pint Cole Slaw

* 6 Piece Cornbread

EAT-IN * CARRY-QUT %
& SHIPPING NATIONWIDE! ™

Subject to availability )

N

e Seafood * Fajitas
* Burgers * Sandwiches °
* BBQ & More! »




Page 8

Bayside Gazette

November 1, 2018

ELECTION 2018

Continued from Page 7

band, and I know my predecessor had
worked on it for several years,” Elder
said. “He was commissioner for 16
years, and was not able to get it done, so
I'm going to push really hard to try and
get something done.”

Elder went on to say many of his
constituents work out of their homes,
and the lack of efficient internet is a
cause for concern. It’s something he
says he knows all too well.

“Actually, I don’t have it here at my
own home,” Elder said. “T can’t get it.”

Elder said he hopes to work with an
IT department “and hopefully we can
get something done in the next couple
of years.”

When initially pitching a proposal
before fellow commissioners, Elder em-
phasized the importance of doing re-
search and being prepared. However,
he said it’s also about compromise.

“The only way you're going to get
anything done is by being a team player
with them,” he said.

Elder added as “one vote out of
seven,” there are bound to be some dis-
agreements, but the result is usually
positive. He’s pleased with their “work-
ing relationship,” and their ability to see
each other’s points of view.

“I can get on the phone and call any
one of the commissioners right now
and I feel comfortable calling either one
of them about any subject and they’d be
willing to discuss it with me,” Elder
said.

As for the economy, Elder says the
county’s cash cow is farming.

“Agriculture ... is the number one in-
dustry in the state of Maryland and
Worcester County, [it] surpasses
tourism,” Elder said. “It’s an important
role in my district. It’s very important to
the financial well-being of the whole
county.”

Consequently, Elder said another of
his priorities is “protecting the farmers”
in his district as the county’s housing in-
ventory expands.

“[The farms] come under a lot of
pressure from residential growth,” he
said.

Elder said people moving into these
farming areas may not have realized
what comes with the territory.

As a possible solution, Elder said his
research suggested a compromise: an
agricultural buffer. Elder said the result
harmonized the interest of the “residen-
tial, the farm and the environment, and
we came up with what I think was a
very good balance.”

While District 4 is not densely pop-
ulated, Elder said parts of Berlin and
Snow Hill are within its boundaries.

“I think Berlin’s doing real well as far
as the things theyre doing,” he said.
“Snow Hill is on the uprise. I think it’s
going to be a great little town for
tourism and small businesses.”

VIRGIL SHOCKLEY
(Nov. 1, 2018) It’s time for a change,
according to 65-year-old former

Worcester County Commissioner Virgil
Shockley.

“You have no idea the frustration it’s
been to sit still for four years and watch
opportunity after opportunity not hap-
pen in Worcester County,” Shockley
said. “And those opportunities are gone.
You're never gonna get them back.”

Shockley said high speed internet is
a priority for his campaign.

“Along with broadband comes eco-
nomic development,” he said.

Accessibility is a key issue for Shock-
ley when dealing with bringing “high
speed internet service” to small busi-
nesses in existing buildings, not new
construction.

“By solving the ... broadband inter-
net problem, you also provide the op-
portunity for businesses to come in
here,” he said.

Shockley pointed out the Eastern
Shore of Virginia, an area he says is
more rural than Worcester County, has

access to a grant to provide expedient
internet service, while the Eastern
Shore of Maryland does not.

“Why didn’t someone with leader-
ship skills at the county level go for this
grant?” Shockley asked.

If elected, Shockley said he plans to
take this issue up with Gov. Larry
Hogan, and ask him “who do I talk to
about getting this kind of service for
Worcester County?”

Shockley said while District 4 is not
a populus area, it does account for ap-
proximately 45 percent of the county’s
total land mass.

Shockley utilized district maps to il-
lustrate how the lack of Wi-Fi surpasses
isolated areas. While residents of
Worcester County’s towns have access
to Wi-Fi and decent internet speed,
other nearby areas do not, and the
many unlucky have to deal with satel-
lite.

“We pay $70 a month for internet
service, and I'm not talking unlimited ...
just basic stuff,” Shockley said.

Shockley said he checks his emails,
surfs a few sites, “but I guarantee you by
the 20th of the month, I will have used
my service up.”

When that happens, Shockley puts
up with slow, almost “dial-up” like
speeds. He added the weather can make
service temperamental.

Providing internet service is also a
priority for Worcester public school stu-
dents, who Shockley said receive tablets

See ELECTION Page 10
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when entering ninth grade.

During his experience as a school
bus driver, Shockley noted the time stu-
dents spent with their technology while
on the bus. As his route progressed, he
said fewer students could connect to
their devices after crossing Route 113,
heading toward Stockton.

“If you’re a sixth grader in Worcester
County public schools, we're not train-
ing you for today, we're training you for
10 years down the road, and we have to
continue to look at how we train these
kids for their life,” he said.

Another priority for Shockley is to
develop a closer relationship with Wal-
lops Flight Facility in Virginia.

“It’'s an opportunity for us to work

with Wallops and say, ‘you’ve got peo-
ple coming in ... have them live here.
What can we do to entice them?”

If Worcester County can build it, will
they come?

“We have a great school system,” he
said. “This is a great county to live in.”

Shockley served his district for 16
years, from 1998 to 2014, and cited his
previous experience as a qualification to
be elected once more.

Shockley was born and raised on a
farm in Snow Hill. Agriculture holds a
special place in Shockley’s heart, as his
family is in its seventh generation of
farming. He said he’s been running
farms for 53 years.

“When you've lived here this long,
and established yourself as a family, this

is truly home to me,” Shockley said.

DISTRICT 5

CHIP BERTINO
(Nov. 1, 2018) Chip Bertino, 53, of
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Ocean Pines, said if reelected, he’s look-
ing forward to a second term as
Worcester County Commissioner of
District 5.

“I'm very confident I will be re-
elected, and I will continue to do what
I've been doing these past four years,”
he said.

Bertino is originally from northeast
Philadelphia, but moved to the area
nearly 30 years ago, and raised his fam-
ily here.

“I'wasn’t born in Worcester County,”
Bertino said. “T got here as quickly as I
could, but I wasn’t born here.”

When his District 5 predecessor
then-Commissioner Judy Boggs an-
nounced her retirement four years ago,
he decided to run for the position and
was successful.

“T'll tell you it’s very humbling to be
elected by your community, to repre-
sent them, and I've taken that very se-
riously,” he said.

Bertino is also the publisher of The
Courier newspaper, but stressed the
importance of being helpful to the peo-
ple of Ocean Pines.

“Since then, I've worked very hard to
be effective and responsive, and be-
cause I really don’t want them to ex-
change their gift come November,” he
said.

Bertino’s perspective is that local
government shouldn’t indulge in super-
fluous spending. He’s running as a Re-
publican.

See ELECTION Page 11
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“I very much believe in limited
county government,” he said. “I don’t
believe in spending taxpayers’ money
unnecessarily; I don’t believe that the
county treasury is an ATM.”

Transportation is also an area of
great importance to Bertino. He’s advo-
cated for improvements to Route 589
as the area has expanded, transforming
the once “small artery” into a “major
thoroughfare” that he said requires at-
tention.

“Route 589, dualization of Route 9o
and the Route 50 Bridge are three proj-
ects that the commissioners feel very
strongly the state should move on,” he
said.

As for his position on education,
Bertino says he is well aware of the
schools’ needs.

“I'm a big proponent of education.
I'm the husband of a teacher, the son of
a teacher and the brother of a teacher,”
he said.

Bertino said he believes in the con-
tinued support of public schools and the
“high caliber of people” working in
them.

Referring to school Superintendent
Lou Taylor as “an asset,” Bertino said,
“as much as I can support his objectives
and the objectives of the board of edu-
cation, I will do so.”

At the same time, however, Bertino
said he worked to reduce the Showell
Elementary School construction cost by
approximately $14 million. He joined
other commissioners to help bring that
number down when the original esti-
mate was $60 million for the new
school.

“Taxpayers were not going to fund
that level of cost for the construction of
this school,” he said.

Bertino said he also backs efforts to
solve the county’s internet inadequa-
cies, understands the need to preserve
the area’s environment for future gen-
erations and touted his approach to
learning what else is on the minds of
constituents.

“I'm the only commissioner that
holds town hall meetings, and I'm very
fortunate and pleased that Commis-
sioner Jim Bunting joins me at those
meetings,” he said.

JUDY BUTLER

(Nov. 1, 2018) Judy Butler, 70, of
Ocean Pines is campaigning for the Dis-
trict 5 seat on the Worcester County
Commissioners, and says she has a vi-
sion for the future of Ocean Pines.

Butler, who moved to Ocean Pines
from Howard County, was a former
clinical laboratory scientist. She’s since
retired and spends much of her time
volunteering with her church, being a
docent and working with the Demo-
cratic Central Committee.

“Service is important,” she said.

Butler was also health chairwoman
of the state’s chapter of the National
Parent Teacher Association, and served
as the Howard County PTA president.

“You have to start with empowering
your youth ... if youth are active, and

feel productive and are learning, then
the opioid crisis isn’t going to grab
them,” Butler said. “They’ll stay.”

Transportation is a priority for But-
ler, who is running as a Democrat. She
said she wants to fix the controversial
and somewhat problematic Route 589.

“It needs to be moved up on the