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Fourth of July in the Pines

MORGAN PILZ/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Enjoymg the carnival rides and other festiv-
ities before the fireworks begin, are siblings
Sean Brow, 10, and Julie Dagen, 13, of
Ocean Pines.

Harper Pryor, 3, of Berlin, grins as she takes a pony ride during the July 4 activities at Worcester
County Veterans Memorial Park in Ocean Pines.

Addison Pryor 2, of Berlin, giggles in glee
as she plays with a bubble machine during
the July 4 activities.

Dozens of children choose from a variety of moon bounces and other carnival games.

Ballots go out in Pines election

Seven hopefuls aim to fill
one of three vacant seats
on OPA board of directors

By Morgan Pilz
Staff Writer

(July 11, 2019) Ballots in this year’s
Ocean Pines Board of Directors elec-
tion were scheduled to be mailed to voters
this week, as seven candidates vie for
three seats on the board.

Running this year are Tom Janasek,
Larry Perrone, Camilla Rogers, Paula
Gray, Shawn Kotwica, Edward Solum and
Greg Turner, with the top three vote get-
ters winning three-year terms.

The newly elected directors will re-

Tom Janasek

Larry Perrone Camilla Rogers

place temporary board members Jeff
Knepper and Thomas Piatti, and fill the
seat vacated by Esther Diller, who re-
signed her post in the spring.
The cutoff for voter eligibility was July
3. Ocean Pines homeowners not eligible
to vote are “not in good standing,” be-
cause they have outstanding violations or
See VOTERS Page 4
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Berlin delays
fee increase
on stormwater

Even split on Town Council
leads to default decision

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

(July 11, 2019) There will be no wet-
land construction on Graham Avenue
and no stormwater fee increase this year
to pay for it, after an evenly divided
Berlin Town Council agreed Monday to
revisit the situation next year.

The non-decision that led to the post-
ponement came after Town Administra-
tor Laura Allen suggested that the mayor
and council consider boosting the
stormwater utility fee to cover what
turned out to be the higher-than-ex-
pected cost of the Graham Avenue Sub-
merged Wetland Project.

That endeavor to help control flood-
ing in the area was rejected on June 24
because of the unexpected higher cost
and the unwillingness of the council to
address that by transferring $37,500
from the water fund to the stormwater
fund.

See STORMWATER Page 17

Rabid groundhog
discovered in OP
county’s 8th case

By Elizabeth Bonin
Staff Writer
(July 11, 2019) The Worcester

County Health Department confirmed
the eighth case of rabies this year,
when a groundhog found in Ocean
Pines on Manklin Creek Road tested
positive on July 3.

The seventh case was a fox found
on May 20 in the Pocomoke area on
Cherry Street. The first case this year
was a raccoon found on Jan. 12 near
Teal Circle in Ocean Pines. Others in-
clude a raccoon on Feb. 22 in
Pocomoke, a fox on April 14 in
Newark, a raccoon on April 16 in

See EIGHTH Page 17

I HADDY HOUR

Everyday from 4= 7pm l




Page 2 Bayside Gazette July 11, 2019

LAKESIDE

AT MALLARD LANDING e |

By Discovery Senior Living —

MAKE THE REST OF YOUR LIFE
THE BEST OF YOUR LIFE
AT LAKESIDE AT MALLARD LANDING

Tour Our Designer Community Today!

410.713.4261

LakesideAtMallardlanding.com
1109 S. Schumaker Drive, Salisbury, MD 21804

Mallard Landing Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care

sl uveir TRY Prices, plans and programs are subject to change or withdrawal without notice. Owned and operated by Discovery n a
ﬁ R ——— Senior Living. Void where prohibited by law. ©2019 Discovery Senior Living. LML-0031 6/19




July 11,2019

Bayside Gazette

Page 3

County approves Tysons funding assistance

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

(July 11, 2019) Tysons Foods will
use state and county money to buy a
trackmobile railcar mover for its Snow
Hill feed mill, following a vote by the
Worcester County Commissioners last
Tuesday to contribute a small portion
of the overall purchase price.

Economic Development Director
Kathryn Gordon said the used track-
mobile would cost $250,000, but the
state’s department of commerce could
provide financial assistance through
the Maryland Economic Development

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Assistance and Authority Funding.

Tysons Foods reestablished a work-
ing relationship with the Maryland
Delaware Railroad Company in June
to haul freight from Snow Hill to
Frankford, Delaware.

Gordon said the state funding plan
required the commissioners to chip in
$10,000 and issue a “formal resolu-
tion supporting and endorsing the fi-
nancial assistance by the department
or authority.”

Additionally, Gordon recom-
mended applying for a Community
Legacy Program grant, and list Tysons

Foods as the subrecipient.

Commissioner Jim Bunting also
asked about the possible timeline and
potential of having passenger rail
service, but Gordon said was unsure
about those capabilities.

However, Cathrin Banks, president
of the Maryland Delaware Railroad
Company, said there’s been talks with
county and state agencies to bring an
excursion train south of Berlin.

Banks added the railroad company
made improvements to the track be-
tween Berlin and Ironshire Station
Road in Berlin, which is about 2.5

miles from downtown.

“[We’ve been] working on it for sev-
eral years, [and have] reached a criti-
cal juncture,” Banks said in a June
interview. “... I think we’d like to see
something ... come to fruition in the
next couple of years here.”

Commissioner Chip Bertino moved
to approve the award of $10,000, and
to also apply for the grant.

Commissioner Ted Elder agreed.

“This is a great moment for Snow
Hill ... and I appreciate the work
you've done on it. Therefore, I second
that motion.”
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Mediacom, OPA board agree
to right-of-way arrangement

By Morgan Pilz
Staff Writer

(July 11, 2019) An updated con-
tract with Mediacom was approved
by the Ocean Pines Board of Directors
last Saturday.

“The approval of the contract will
allow us to move forward with month-
to-month terms that are currently in
place and enable new terms and con-
ditions of the negotiated contract,”
board President Doug Parks said.

The document has been reviewed
and negotiated by an Ocean Pines
workgroup, four directors, and attor-

Doug Parks
President

MORGAN PILZ/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Ocean Pines Board President Doug Parks explains how the new contract with Mediacom will be
beneficial for the association during last Saturday’s meeting.
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neys for both parties.

“The new contract provides the
same standard services, but also ad-
dresses several important issues, in-
cluding compliance with federal
law regarding the removal of exclu-
sive use of easements and rights of
way,” Parks said. “This is not a retail
agreement, it’s a right-of-way agree-
ment.

“Back in 1978, when the contract
was first created, the federal govern-
ment allowed the exclusive usage for
rights of way,” he continued. “That
means if company x, y or z wanted to
come in and provide services, they
could not use the easements that Me-
diacom was granted exclusive use of.”

Ocean Pines received 3 percent of
cable television gross revenues under
the old agreement. With the new con-
tract, the association will collect 1.6
percent of all Mediacom services pro-
vided to the community, including

See OP Page 17

Voters to fill three
vacancies on OP
board of directors

Continued from Page 1

unpaid assessments. Under current
Ocean Pines bylaws, homeowners on
a monthly payment plan are ineligi-
ble to vote.

Last year, 7,614 ballots were
mailed and 3,119 were counted, a re-
turn rate of about 41 percent. Eighty
ballots were rejected, with 66 of them
disqualified because they were re-
ceived after the voting deadline.

With that in mind, the Elections
Committee reminded property own-
ers through its “Your Vote Counts”
campaign to pay close attention to
election deadlines and to ballot in-
structions.

Ballots may be returned either to
the ballot box inside the police de-
partment office in the Ocean Pines
Administration Building on 239
Ocean Parkway or mailed to the
Ocean Pines post office box in Berlin.

Ballots will be counted and vote to-
tals announced on Aug. 9 at 10 a.m.
in the East Room of the Ocean Pines
Community Center on 235 Ocean
Parkway. The election results will be
validated on Aug. 10 at 10 a.m. during
the annual meeting of membership in
the Assateague Room of the Ocean
Pines Community Center on 235
Ocean Parkway.

For questions about the election,
email elections@oceanpines.org. For
questions about voter eligibility, con-
tact Membership and Assessment Su-
pervisor Ruth Ann Meyer at
410-641-7717 ext. 3031, or email
rmeyer@oceanpines.org.
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PHOTO COURTESY OCEAN PINES ASSOCIATION
Ocean Pines Operations Director Colby Phillips provides details about projects completed in June
during the board of director's meeting last Saturday.

Workgroups, projects done In
June, public pools concerns

By Morgan Pilz
Staff Writer

(July 11, 2019) Ocean Pines Interim
General Manager John Viola and Op-
erations Director Colby Phillips up-
dated the board of directors Saturday
on several projects being pursued by
Viola’s newly created volunteer work-
groups.

Implementation of the new North-
Star software is on track thanks to the
leadership of IT Manager Steve
Grabowski and Finance Director Steve
Phillips, as well as the efforts of several
workgroups, Viola said. Grabowski is
also looking into adding guest Wi-Fi at
the Yacht Club.

Viola said construction of the new
Golf clubhouse remains on track and
on budget, as does the expansion of the
Ocean Pines Police headquarters. The
new golf cart barn is also expected to
come in under budget.

Work groups are also assisting with
the Matt Ortt Companies contract ne-
gotiations to manage food and bever-
age operations, and Viola credited
Executive Secretary Michelle Bennett
for leading a compensation study
workgroup.

Construction of the new Craft Club
building is likely to begin later this
month, Viola added.

Recreation and Parks Program Su-
pervisor Debbie Donahue was recog-

nized for her work on the Craft Club
project, as well as on the installation of
the new White Horse Park playground
equipment in June. The playground
finished $600 under budget.

The crabbing pier demolition is also
likely to occur in July, Viola said,
with Public Works Operations Man-
ager Nobie Violante helping to lead
that effort.

Viola said Steve Phillips and ac-
counts payable supervisor Geraldine
Tate are working on the annual audit,
while Colby Phillips is leading work-
groups and teams of employees in the
areas of bulkhead maintenance, dredg-
ing and drainage.

Four companies are working on
bulkhead repairs, with projects on
Eastern Mallard finished and Ebb Tide
about halfway done. Work will move
next to the Pintail area, with Fisher Ma-
rine Construction Inc. expected to fin-
ish bulkhead repairs along West
Mallard within the next two weeks,
Phillips said. All four projects are cur-
rently under budget.

However, the department will not
work on new bulkheads during sum-
mer, Phillips said, and will only be
completing current projects.

On drainage, Phillips said one bid
was received for the planned pipe re-
placement on Watertown Road, but the

See NO Page 6
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First month of new fiscal year sees profits

By Morgan Pilz
Staff Writer

(July 11, 2019) The Ocean Pines Associa-
tion’s positive financial trend continued in
May, the first month of the association’s new
fiscal year, as the month’s numbers were
$202,272 better than budgeted.

Revenues exceeded budget by $175,341
and expenses were $26,931 less than bud-
geted, according to Interim General Manager
John Viola.

In the monthly treasurer’s report at last
Saturday’s board of directors meeting, Viola
presented financials that showed substantial
improvement against budget in the Recre-
ation and Parks Department ($31,000),
Yacht Club ($67,000), Beach Club ($17,000),
beach parking ($49,000), golf course opera-
tions ($14,000), marinas ($8,000), the gen-

eral manager’s office ($13,000), police
($6,000), public works (($18,000) and other
amenities for $10,000.

Viola said construction at the golf course
did not appear to have a noticeable negative
impact on operations.

“When you take into account everything
that’s going on ... in my mind and what I'm
reporting is very favorable,” he said. “I un-
derstood the concerns. We have done every-
thing possible to ensure a pleasant
experience for the golfers and the feedback
I'm getting ... is that it’s positive.”

Viola also praised the Matt Ortt Compa-
nies for its handling of food and beverage op-
erations. The club finished the month of May
with a positive net operating balance of
$5,025. In May 2018, the Yacht Club finished

See PINES Page 7

PHOTO COURTESY OCEAN PINES ASSOCIATION

Ocean Pines Interim General Manager John Viola provides the treasurer’s report
during the monthly board of directors meeting, Saturday, July 6.

No bulkheads will be started during summer

Continued from Page 5
association would seek additional bids
before bringing the project to Viola and
the board. She added pipe replacement
on Boston Road had been completed.
“While we have the dry weather
now, this is the best time to get the
ditches cleared out,” Phillips said. “We
have Atlantic Stone Walls coming in to
help us with some of our larger ditches

that have to be done by hand, and [the
company] will be starting on Burr Hill
this coming week.”

Phillips added that Public Works
finished 14 of 34 drainage work orders
in June. The department fielded 142
total work orders during the month,
with 107 being completed. Public
Works crews are also mowing the grass
at Ocean Pines’ facilities, easements

and parks.
Phillips also addressed a concern
about nonresidents overcrowding

Ocean Pines pools, which turned out to
not be nearly as large an issue as some
residents initially thought.

“We hit capacity pretty early but I
just wanted to highlight two of our
busier pools,” Phillips said. “Between
Monday and Friday this week at the
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Pines Association
boasts $16.3M in
reserves for May

Continued from Page 6
the month with a negative operating
balance of $64,466.

Other departments missed the
budget by $31,000. The Aquatics De-
partment exceeded the budget by
$19,000, public relations by $4,000
and other expenses cost $8,000.

The reserve forecast for the end of
the 2019 fiscal year was $8.8 million,
including $5.2 million in replacement
reserves, $2.5 million in bulkheads
and $1.1 million in roads. At the end
of May, the total was forecasted for
$11.5 million, including $5.2 million
in replacement reserves, $2.5 million
for bulkhead replacement and $1.4
million in roads. The overall rate of
return for the month of May is ap-
proximately 2.5 percent. As of May
31, the association had about $16.3
million in cash overall, Viola said.

Final audited figures for fiscal
2019 will be released during the
Ocean Pines Annual Meeting, sched-
uled Aug. 10.

Viola also recognized Assistant
Treasurer Gene Ringsdorf, who will
retire at the end of August.

“I just want to thank Gene for all
the work and service that he’s given
to Ocean Pines,” Viola said.

Campaign asks Pines to go purple

By Morgan Pilz
Staff Writer

(July 11, 2019) Debbie Smullen from Worcester Youth
and Family Counseling Services in Berlin presented a
Worcester Goes Purple campaign to the Ocean Pines
Board of Directors last Saturday to “engage the commu-
nity in preventing substance abuse and [promote] healthy
life choices.”

“I could talk to you all day about the wonderful things
that we do for the families and children of Worcester
County, but I'm here this morning to talk about the
‘Worcester County goes Purple’ initiative,” Smullen said.

PHOTO COURTESY OCEAN PINES ASSOCIATION
Debbie Smullen from Worcester Youth and Family Counseling Services in
Berlin discusses the Worcester Goes Purple initiative during the Ocean
Pines monthly board of directors meeting, Saturday, July 6.

The campaign is supported by Worcester County
school system, the Worcester County Health Department
and Atlantic General Hospital, and receives funding from
the U.S. Department of Health’s Heroin and Opioid Policy
Development Grant.

“This year, over 100 Maryland citizens have already
lost their lives to opioid overdoses,” Smullen said. “It’s im-
portant that we understand that addiction is a medical
condition, and there is such a stigma involved with addic-
tions that it does prevent people from seeking treatment,
and it prevents families from getting the support that they
need from friends ... from the community.”

Smullen also encouraged everyone to properly dispose
of unused prescriptions. Old and unwanted prescriptions
may be safely discarded at the Ocean Pines Police Depart-
ment on 239 Ocean Parkway, as well as at Atlantic Gen-
eral Hospital.

September is National Recovery Month, so Smullen
encourages people in Worcester County to “go purple” in
order to show their support. Ocean Pines residents may
place Worcester Goes Purple yard signs, hang purple rib-
bons, or install purple lightbulbs.

“Because [Ocean Pines] is such an active community
in Worcester County, you can really make a difference for
this movement,” Smullen said. “Buy a purple lightbulb for
the month of September ... you can decorate with purple
lights for Halloween, so that will be a perfect time to get
set for this September.”

Upcoming Worcester Goes Purple events include a Sat-
urday, July 20 motherhood walk with the Grace Center in
Berlin, an Aug. 22 kickoff event at Shorebird Stadium in
Salisbury, and a Sept. 7 Walk for Recovery with the At-
lantic Club on the Ocean City Boardwalk.

For more information, visit www.worcestergoespur-
ple.com.
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OP roundabout meeting scheduled JuIy 11

Maryland State Highway
Administration officials to
hear homeowners’ queries

By Morgan Pilz
Staff Writer

(July 11, 2019) Maryland State
Highway Administration officials will
present information on the proposed
Ocean Parkway roundabout in a differ-
ent fashion tonight when it convenes
an informal public meeting from 6-8
p.m. in the Assateague Room of the
Ocean Pines Community Center on
235 Ocean Parkway.

Rather than employing the usual
single focal point of informational
meetings, the SHA will have stations
arranged throughout room where resi-
dents can go to get specific answers
about

Bob Rager, SHA district commu-
nity liaison, will lead the presentation.

“The informal walk-through meet-
ing allows us to engage citizens individ-
ually, but also offers the flexibility to
bring people together at a station
around common interests and con-
cerns if the need arises,” Rager said.

“By maintaining an informal, walk-
through atmosphere, we can do this
several times throughout the evening
as needed and ensure that everyone
gets heard. This format also eliminates
concerns audience members often

have regarding visibility of any screen
presentation and difficulty understand-
ing speakers due to room noise or soft
voices.”

“This meeting is just one opportu-
nity for engagement,” he
continued. “We’ll certainly continue
the conversation and look to engage
Ocean Pines residents throughout this
process.”

Rager also said recent roadwork on
Route 589 and Ocean Parkway is “rou-
tine survey work related to the round-
about concept.” It is unclear if further
work will be required, in the near term.

However, Ocean Pines Board of Di-
rectors Vice President Steve Tuttle be-
lieves work on the traffic circle will
proceed regardless.

“They have proceeded to continue to
do testing and a lot of survey work out
in the North Gate area,” Tuttle said.
“My guess is, without any formal infor-
mation, is that they are planning to
proceed.”

Tuttle also expressed his concerns
about the SHA’s informal presentation
stance, and had contacted the organi-
zation twice about having a sit-down
meeting.

“I encouraged them on two different
occasions to consider a different format
for the meeting,” Tuttle said. “T asked if
they wanted chairs, and they said, ‘No
... only [some] chairs in case someone’s
tired and they need to sit down.” The

WHITE MARLIN MALL HAS MORE "
OF EVERYTHINGALL SUMMER LONG

Flagship Premium Cinemas - Marshalls - Bed Bath & Beyond - Staples
Ulta Beauty - PetCo - Pier 1 Imports - Dressharn - Pams Hallmark
Dollar Tree - FiveBelow - Bath and Body Works - Panera Bread - Five Guys
Wockenfuss Candy - AT&T- Verizon - GameStop - Nice Nails - GNC
(utting Crew - Dairy Queen - KF( /Taco Bell - Farmers Bank - Jiffy Lube

way they are planning to run it, there
will not be a formal time or question-
and-answer like we have here when we
have public comments.”

Tuttle said he doesn’t believe this
approach will give residents the oppor-
tunity to be heard as well as they would
be in a more structured setting.

“This is their meeting and they are
running it the way they want to run it,”
he continued. “I will be [there] to see
how it goes.”

COURTESY MARYLAND STATE HIGHWAY ADMINSTRATION
Maryland State Highway Administration plans show how a roundabout at the Ocean Pines North
Gate could look. An informational meeting on the project, hosted by SHA officials, is scheduled
tonight, July 11, from 6-8 p.m. in the Ocean Pines Community Center.

Tuttle also believes that the round-
about is unpopular with most resi-
dents.

“As a board member, I have to rep-
resent my constituents,” Tuttle said. “I
have been receiving a lot of emails from
residents about it and I've been for-
warding them to the State Highway
Administration to try to inform them of
the concerns ... it still remains a high

percentage of Ocean Pines residents
are opposed to the traffic circle.”

.wite'_ mall.C
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Berlin branch nears first anmversary in Ilbrary

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

(July 11, 2019) It’s been a year since
the newly constructed Berlin branch of
the Worcester County Library had its
soft opening on July
10, and with the first
anniversary of its offi-
cial Aug. 7 ribbon cut-
ting about to arrive,
library officials are de-
lighted with the recep-
tion it has received.

“It’s been spectacu-
lar. It has been so excit-
ing and so gratifying,” Branch Manager
Alice Paterra, said. “We've been able to
help so many people and open the
world to so many people.”

Even though the $6.3 million project
took about 14 months to complete, the
effort to replace the small library built
in 1970 began years earlier.

It was five years ago in June that the
Worcester County Commissioners
bought the site on Harrison Avenue for
$430,000, while planning and design
efforts began well before that, according
to Library Director Jennifer Ranck.

She said officials and library advo-
cates took their time designing the new
facility “because we wanted to make
sure we did it correctly — they spent a
long time on that process.”

Construction began in May 2017
with funding from the state, Worcester
County, Town of Berlin, the Worcester
County Library Foundation, the Mary
Humphreys Foundation and private
donors.

“It’s not just a county library, it’s a
community library, and through the
many, many donations and volunteer
hours, we were able to get this built,”
Paterra said.

Ranck stressed the importance of
making energy efficiency a high priority.

“One of the main goals of the project
was to construct a high performance

Alice Paterra

Are you asking
enough questions
about the way
your wealth is

managed?

bu11d1ng that would
consume less energy
and be more cost-effec-
tive to operate and
maintain,” Ranck said
in a statement. “Over
the past year we have
been monitoring the
energy costs and have
been pleased by the lower energy bills
and overall energy usage.”

The biggest change people seem to
notice between the old and new
branches: space.

“I'm just thrilled that we’re able to
spread out and really help people,” Pa-
terra said.
“We can accommodate in so many
more ways to communicate and be part
of the town and be part of the commu-
nity ... we could do it at the other
branch, but this gives us a lot more op-
portunity to reach more people, and I
think that’s my favorite thing ... it’s just
more. It’s very inclusive.”

Ranck praised the library’s new,
large meeting room, and observed that
library cards and overall attendance in-
creased over the past year.

“Since opening our doors nearly a
year ago, library attendance has nearly
doubled,” Ranck said. “We are pleased,
though not surprised, to see an increase
in the number of library cards issued
and number of items checked out.”

Paterra said the Berlin branch offers
a variety of services. Patrons can check
out several types of media including
books, magazines, movies, video games,
and kits for book club. Online services
are also available for reading, listening
to audio books and watching television
shows.

Anyone interested in getting a library
card or an online card can stop by the li-
brary on 13 Harrison Ave. Paterra said
it’s free for anyone who works, goes to
school or owns property in Maryland.
Others can still sign up and pay a small

Jennifer Ranck

Talk to us today about
a more modern
approach to investing.

Stephanie Brown, VIBA®

Financial Consultant

Rehoboth Beach Independent Branch

(302) 260-8731

charles
SCHWAB

schwab.com/rehobothbeach

Charles Schwab & Co.,

Inc. Member SIPC

annual fee.

Paterra said feedback is always ap-
preciated and people can email
berlin@worcesterlibrary.org, call 410-
641-0650 or visit the library in Berlin.

Paterra added the Berlin branch
works other libraries in Maryland to
share services, and also uses an “intra li-
brary loan,” which allows access to
other books.

“So even if you use your card only in
Worcester County, and you want a book
that is only on a shelf in a public library
in Kansas, we will get it for you,” Paterra

RACHEL RAVINA/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
A partly cloudy sky is the backdrop to the Berlin branch of the Worcester County Library’s new fa-
cility, which stands tall after being open for nearly one year.

said.

However, Paterra said people at the
library are always there to help. She
added a representative from Veterans
Affairs often comes to help those eligible
learn about benefits. People can also use
the Internet and free WiFi, look for jobs
and utilize the many resources the li-
brary has to offer. Paterra said she even
helped someone activate their phone.

“We're a community hub,” Paterra
said. “So [if] people need information
about resources, they can get it here.”

See COMMUNITY Page 10
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Community focus
for larger facility

Continued from Page 9

Paterra praised the efforts of the
eight staff associates working to assist
people on a daily basis.

“I will say that the staff at the Berlin
library is phenomenal. They work to-
gether so beautifully with the same goal
of making sure every patron feels wel-
come and part of the community,” Pa-
terra said.

The branch also holds numerous
events. This summer, Ranck said the
reading program has gone well, and
events are planned through August.

Additionally, the Friends of the
Berlin Library sponsored the Maryland
Science Center’s Star Lab Planetarium
Aug. 6 celebration of the 50th anniver-
sary of the moon landing on July 20,
1969. Shows will run every half hour
from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Anyone inter-
ested in reserving a time should
call 410-641-0650.

Chamber Music by the Sea will pres-
ent a family concert at 10:30 a.m. on
Aug. 15.

“It’s for the people,” Paterra said. “It’s
not something that the people stumbled
upon and get to use, we really built it for
our community in mind.”

For more information and a list of
activities within the Berlin branch of the
Worcester County Library, visit worces-
terlibrary.org.

PARK RULES

NO

FISHING

FILE PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Members of the Berlin Falls Park Advisory Committee presented Heron Park as a proposed name for the site on Old Ocean City Boulevard during a

Town Council meeting Monday evening.

Public hearing set for name of BFP

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer
(July 11, 2019) Berlin residents will
have the opportunity to voice their
opinions about the proposed official
name for temporarily labeled Berlin
Falls Park at an Aug. 12 public hearing,.
Heron Park is the recommenda-
tion of the Berlin Falls Park Advisory
Committee, Chairwoman Amy Field
and Vice-Chairman Jack Orris told
the Town Council on Monday during

their progress report on the Old
Ocean City Boulevard property.

Councilman Zack Tyndall, who is
also a member of the Berlin Falls
Park Advisory Committee spear-
headed the naming efforts.

“It’s come full circle,” Tyndall said.

The survey of the community’s
naming preferences, conducted on-
line and via paper copies, closed on
June 13, with 20 of the 102 respon-
dents choosing Heron Park. No other

proposed names — Berlin Falls Park,
Legacy Park, Adventure Park, Pride
Park, Boulevard Park and Berlin Na-
ture Preserve — came close to garner-
ing that level of support.

Sixty-one people elected to write
their own selections, the committee
reported.

Town Administrator Laura Allen
said the council’s schedule was such
that the earliest a hearing could be
held would be Aug. 12.

/nvwdzwm%
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OP board negotiates compensation contract

By Morgan Pilz
Staff Writer

(July 11, 2019) The first phase of an
evaluation of pay scales for Ocean Pines
employees can begin, following the
Ocean Pines Board of Directors agree-
ment Saturday to allow interim General
Manager John Viola to negotiate a con-
tract for a compensation study.

The parameters of the contract, Di-
rector Colette Horn said, is that the cost
cannot exceed $100,000 and would in-
clude an analysis of all positions and
salaries, an external salary survey, ben-
efits study, development of a compensa-
tion philosophy, and development of an
implementation plan.

“In the last two budget cycles, Ocean
Pines Association has made decisions af-
fecting benefits and compensation for
employees, with the promise to employ-
ees and Ocean Pines Association mem-
bers that a professional compensation
study would be conducted to guide pres-
ent and future decisions,” Horn said.

“An RPF went out to several vendors
... one bid was received,” she continued.
“Other vendors either said it was too
large for their capabilities, or that their
current workload would not accommo-
date our timeline.”

The bid was reviewed by an Ocean
Pines workgroup and the vendor had ex-
tensive experience doing this type of
work for Eastern Shore municipalities,
including Ocean City, Wilmington and

Come By Boat via St. Martip's River

Lunch & Dinner = Kids Menu
NEW HAPPY HOUR Every Day from 3-6

WEEKLY SPECIALS

SHAREABLES:

FRIED GREEN TOMATO CAPRESE - 10
Basil pesto, fresh mozzarella,
cherry tomatoes, basil oil

CHIPOTLE-HONEY CHICKEN WINGS - 10
Cilantro, scallion, lime
FROM THE LAND:

FLATBREAD BIANCO - 11
House-made ricotta, fresh mozzarella,
extra virgin olive oil

FROM THE SEA:

SALMON & LEMON RISOTTO - 20
Arborio rice, patty pan squash,
cherry tomato, dill

DESSERT:
LOCAL PEACH UPSIDE-DOWN CAKE - 8

House-made vanilla ice cream

LUNCH SPECIALS
Tues-Thurs $9.99

ALL AMERICAN MONDAYS
Starts at 3pm

HOURS: 10am - 8pm Daily
ESTAURANT AT RIVER F
505 Masters Lane
|

Rehoboth Beach in Delaware, and sev-
eral large homeowners’ associations,
Horn said.

“There was unanimous agreement
that the process outlined in the bids ex-
actly what is needed in the guidance for
compensation policies,” she added. “The
qualifications of the principles are stellar.”

The $100,000 spending limit is well
over the $25,000 budgeted for the study,
Horn admitted. This being said, she sug-
gested the board needs to review prior
studies to avoid making careless mistakes.

“I think we need to reflect on what has

been done in the past,” Horn said.
“We've had two efforts on a pay study —
one that was conducted by an outside
entity — we had fairly low costs. We also
had a salary service conducted inter-
nally. Neither of those ... were imple-
mented. And that’s a problem.”
President Doug Parks and other
members said the potential budget over-
age gave them sticker shock, although
Parks suggested several optional items
in the agreement could be cut out in
order to negotiate down the final price.
“Forty-seven percent of our budget

MORGAN PILZ/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Ocean Pines Association Director Colette Horn reads a motion to conduct a new compensation study during the monthly board meeting, held last
Saturday.

comes in wages and benefits,” Director
Frank Daly said. “We’re not a camp-
ground anymore ... we're essentially a
city of 12,000 people. We're [also] look-
ing at benefits.

“We owe the membership, we owe
ourselves, [and] we owe the employees
that level of effort to make sure that we
fine tune this thing and get it very, very
efficient and effective,” he said. “I gener-
ally agree with the concept and I will vote
for the motion ... [with] the caveat that
we're not just signing a check here for
$100,000.

1st. State Detachment
Marine Gorps League

Inviting anyone interested to join them on
bus trip to the famous Marine Barracks
Washington, D.C., the oldest post of the Corps to:

The Marine Barracks Evening Parade

8th & | Street S. E.
Washington, D.C.
Friday July, 26, 2019

We will leave from the American Legion Post166
on 24th St. in Ocean City at 2:00 pm.
Snacks and drinks will be provided on the bus.
We will return to the American Legion by approximately 12:30 am.
The cost for the trip is $32.00 per person.
Deadline for reservations: July 19, 2019

Please contact Frank N. Del Piano,
Past Commandant at: 571-332-8263
or email: muzkppl@msn.com
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INTERMEDIATE 50/70

MARYLAND
CHAMPIONS

The Intermediate Berlin Little League team claims the state title in Williamsport, Maryland, on Monday.

Berlin Little League teams win several titles

By Morgan Pilz
Staff Writer

(July 11, 2019) Berlin Little League
All-Star teams have been successful
this season as three district titles and
two state championships have been
won, thus far.

*Major Softball:

The Major Softball League cap-

tured the state championship title on
Tuesday, July 9, in Sharpsburg, in a
thrilling game against Havre De
Grace. Berlin came out on top, 8-7.

“We had a big inning and tied the
game up,” Coach Katie Griffin said.
“It was just so amazing the way these
girls battled back in almost every
game we played.”

Insure Your Summe

Boat | Auto | Motorcycle
Recreational Vehicle
Personal Watercraft | Travel Medical
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Seaford
302.629.4514 302.337.8231
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FEREO?
Milton
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Bridgeville

The squad earned the district title
on Wednesday, June 26, defeating
Delmar 7-2, in Delmar. The team had
previously defeated Delmar the day
before, 3-0.

The team began its state competi-
tion on Saturday, July 6. The girls
won their first game, 14-2, over St.
Mary’s. The group then took out
South County, 7-2.

The squad experienced its first loss
of the season against Havre De Grace
on Sunday, July 7, 10-8. The team re-
turned from its loss the following
night, edging out Caroline County, 2-
1. The team then topped Havre De
Grace, 5-4, also that evening.

“I have played and watched a lot of
softball in my life and this was some
of the best softball I have ever seen,”
Griffin said. “This is the first Major
League state championship and
Berlin Little League softball’s second

« Disney World & Disney Cruise
» Alaska Cruise & Cruise Tours

» Hawaii Specialist

“The internet is for looking, Bethany Travel

EUll Senvice store bront .-\.J:m.. / In’ uﬂl&mwu
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military, law enforcement or IAFF disounts available

302-933-0955 3

bethanytravel.net ¢ cmccabe@dreamvacationinc.com ==

PHOTO COURTESY MITCH LORING

state championship overall after the
junior girls did it last year.”

The Major Softball League team
will now compete in the regional
tournament in Bristol, Connecticut
on Saturday, July 20. Some tourna-
ment games will be televised.

*11-12 League:

The 11-12 team was scheduled to
play on Wednesday against Fruitland in
Fruitland in the district semifinals. The
boys are currently undefeated, 2-0.

“It’s a good, strong team. They've
got good hitting and pitching and
they’re hardworking,” Coach Tom
Udzielak said.

The 11-12 team defeated West Sal-
isbury, 3-1, in Berlin on Wednesday,
July 3. On Saturday, July 6, the boys
shut out Delmar in Berlin, 6-0.

Udzielak expects his team will do
well, and could even go as far as last
year’s squad, whose season ended

~_is for booking.”

BBB
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The Major Softball Berlin Little League squad captures the state title in Sharpsburg, Maryland, on Tuesday.

Teams capture three district titles

one game away from the World Se-
ries.

“We hope to go as far, if not far-
ther, than we did last year,” Udzielak
said.

The district finals will be held in
Berlin on Friday, July 12.

*Berlin Intermediate:

The Berlin Intermediate team,
comprised of boys ages 11-13, is cur-
rently undefeated as the boys prepare
for the regional tournament after
claiming the state championship on
Monday in Williamsport, winning
22-0 over St. Mary’s County.

“They are a good group of young
men and I'm looking forward to going
up to New York and making some
noise up there,” Coach Mitch Loring
said.

The team captured the district title
on June 26, with a 10-3 victory over
Fruitland in Berlin.

The boys had their first state game
last Saturday against Four County,
crushing its opponent, 21-0, in four
innings. On Sunday, the squad de-

feated Conococheague, 4-3, pulling
out the win in the bottom of the sev-
enth inning.

“I'd like to thank all the parents for
going through this with us,” Loring
said. “I really appreciate the support
from not just our parents on the team
but from the whole town of Berlin.

Berlin has been awesome to us. The
local support is just great.”

The team will have its first regional
game in Dix Hills, New York, on Fri-
day, July 19.

*9-10 League:

The 9-10 All-Star team captured

See TWO Page 14

MINCR LEAGUE
M/IRYLAND
DISRICT g
CAMPIONS

PHOTO COURTESY RON CALLOWAY

The Berlin 9-10 Little League All-Star team is now pursuing a state title.
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Two state titles won this week

Continued from Page 13
the district championship in Delmar
last Friday, topping Delmar, 13-1.

“We have a special group of play-
ers,” Coach Ron Calloway said. “The
support we get from our community
is great. We are proud to wear the
name Berlin across our chests. We
scored 64 runs in four games and
only gave up 14.

“We have a great coaching staff
with Barbara Cohut and Simon Bre-
denberg,” Calloway added. “And,
we’ve got a really good group of kids.
They've been playing baseball to-
gether for three or four years since T-

ball and I think we've got a really
good chance in the Maryland tourna-
ment.”

The team won its first district
game on Saturday, July 6, 15-4, over
Willards . The group them trounced
East Wicomico, 22-2.

“I've never been part of something
like that,” Calloway said. “We batted
around in our order three times and
it wasn’t like they were giving us air.
It was just hit after hit.”

The next game will take place in
Baltimore on Saturday at 4:30 p.m.
against a team from District 3, lo-
cated in Washington D.C.

PHOTO COURTESY TOM UDZIELAK

The 11-12 Berlin All-Star team was 2-0 going into Wednesday’s district semifinals.

Donations sought for teacher welcome bags

(July 11, 2019) For the first time,
Worcester Youth and Family Counsel-
ing Services in partnership with the
Greater Ocean City, Ocean Pines,
Berlin and Snow Hill chambers of
commerce are asking for donations to
fill bags for the new teachers of
Worcester County.

Worcester Youth and Family Coun-
seling Services is encouraging local
businesses and nonprofits to provide
items for the upcoming school year.

Many of these teachers are new to
the area and Worcester Youth and

2018

SULIVER

1 OF nghﬂng-pqddIe fons-lomps--home decor

Denney L@ﬁuﬁw@ & Dmgng L n
Rt 113 Millsboro, DE 302.934.8885
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www.denneylightingdesign.com

Family Counseling Services thinks it
is important to make them feel wel-
come and educate them on local busi-
nesses and the community at-large.

The project also serves as a free ad-
vertising campaign for businesses
choosing to donate.

This program has been a staple at
the Salisbury Area Chamber of Com-
merce for teachers in Wicomico
County for several years.

Worcester Youth and Family Coun-
seling Services is requesting 100 items
per business to place into the bags.

All
Brands
on Sale
Now!

50+ Styles
in Stock &
Hundreds
Available

PE

Accepted donations include advertis-
ing pieces, coupons, promotional
products, or goods with a company
logo.

It is suggested that submissions be
physical items rather than paper
products as teachers find them more
useful.

Those interested in donating
should deliver items to the Worcester
Youth and Family Counseling Services
offices no later than Aug. 15. The of-
fices are located at 124 North Main
Street, Suite C, in Berlin.

Volunteers are also needed for the
“bag stuffing” event on Aug. 16 at
noon in the Ray (located within
WYFCS offices.)

For more information, call Morgan
Coulson, communications coordina-
tor at 410-641-4598 or email mcoul-
SON@gowoyo.org.

Those seeking to donate may also
contact their local Chamber of Com-
merce: Berlin: 410-641-4775; Greater
Ocean City: 410-213-0552; Snow Hill:
410-632-0809; Ocean Pines: 410-641-
5306.
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WYFCS to run Fit Fun Field Day at Berlin park

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

(July 11, 2019) Children in Berlin will
have the opportunity to engage in some
friendly competition during the first Fit
Fun Field Day on Friday at Dr. William
Henry Park in Berlin.

The event, to be staged by Worcester
Youth and Family Counseling Services,
will take place from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the field at the park on Flower Street in
Berlin.

Tiffany Scott, youth program coordi-
nator at Worcester Youth and Family

Counseling  Services,
said players would par-
ticipate in several con-
tests, including an
egg-and-spoon  race,
jump rope and tug of
war.

Before the games
begin, InfiniteWellCo
will offer a warm-up for
the children as well as “wellness and
stress transformation techniques,” Scott
said.

Of the field day, Scott said it’s about

Tiffany Scott

cent chance of scattered thunderstorms
is reported for Friday, according to
weather.com.

Scott said the event is open to the
public, and while she doesn’t know what
kind of turnout to expect, she believes
the event will grow in the years ahead.

“I'm just hoping to bring the commu-
nity together,” she said.

Sometimes fostering community
bonds can be as simple as playing a
game, she said.

“The best way I feel to do that is when
you're having fun,” she said.

“getting the kids out the house, and ...
outdoors and just being together,” she
said.

Scott invited members of the Town
Council, parks committee and police de-
partment to attend. Worcester Youth
and Family Counseling Services is work-
ing with Homes at Berlin, which will
provide hamburgers and hotdogs.

Scott also said she’s prepared to com-
bat the summer heat by providing a
water station for field day participants.
As of Wednesday morning, a high tem-
perature of 88 degrees, with a 40 per-

Vacant Berlin property

Councilman Burrell raises
concerns about state of
home, proposes levying fee

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

(July 11, 2019) A dilapidated home
on the corner of Showell and Flower
Streets in Berlin had been scheduled
for demolition, but it remains a
neighborhood eyesore.

At the Monday meeting of the
Berlin Town Council, Councilman
Dean Burrell wanted to know why.

“I know it won’t be burned,” Plan-

ning Director Dave Engelhart said.

Engelhart said a permit had been
given to the Berlin Fire Department
to burn the home on 137 Flower St.,
but a disagreement between the
home’s heirs brought the project to a
standstill. Engelhart said a “family
member expressed they didn’t want it
burned ‘til they were consulted.”

This isn’t the first time officials ex-
pressed concern over this particular
property.

Berlin Planning Commission
member Phyllis Purnell mentioned it
during a June 12 meeting.

Still, Burrell had issues with the

demolition

“If the property owner fails to
comply with the ordinance, I think
fees need to be levied against them,”
Burrell said. “[It’s] motivation to do
something with that property.”

Engelhart said he would contact

still awaits

state of the home.

“I'm concerned about how that
property is being used,” Burrell said,
because even as a vacant property it
must be maintained and not left open
for anyone to enter.

Engelhart acknowledged his con- the property owner.
cerns, but said the burn had been “It just can’t sit there,” Burrell
rescheduled so many times that said.

Berlin Fire Company officials said
they would no longer handle the job.
That means the homeowners would
need to take down the structure
through demolition, he said.

Burrell said taking an aggressive
approach is key in this instance.

“I agree,” Engelhart replied.
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% Habitat for Humanity"

of Worcester County

REALTOR
LAWN PICNIC
Several organizers facilitate the picnic on the lawn for the pre-Independence Day festivities at the
Calvin B. Taylor House Museum in Berlin last Wednesday, including board members, from left, Carol
Rose and Debbie Speier as well as Curator Susan Taylor.

$17,700 raised in June
for the Bishopville Build!

$1000
Joe Brach, Movement Mortgage & Tina Dorsey, Coastal Life Realty Group
The Britts Team: Greg & Nancy Britt/Lauren Britt Hudson,
Keller Williams Realty of Delmarva
Coastal REALTORS® Foundation
Embrace Home Loans, Jason Cook, Eastern Shore Manager .
9 Lana, 12, and Olivia Meyer, 7.

RACHEL RAVINA/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Berlin residents Jay and Mary McCleary enjoy time with their grandchildren, from left, Rebecca, 9,

$500-999
Brennan Title Company & Pete McGough, Manager: $700
Lauren Bunting, Bunting Realty, Inc.
Vicki Harmon, Coldwell Banker Residential
Chris Jett, Vantage Resort Realty
Austin Purnell, Resort Real Estate Inc.
Erik Windrow, Keller Williams Realty Delmarva
Kevin Decker, Coastal Life Realty Group
Ryan Haley, Atlantic Shores Realty, LLC
Marlene Ott, Berkshire Hathaway Home Services PenFed Realty
Cam Bunting, Bunting Realty, Inc. B4 ; .
Ken Church, Coldwell Banker Bud Church Realty Inc. - = . :
Grace Masten. Sea Grace of North Beach_ Realtors RACHEL RAVINA/BAYSIDE GAZETTE RACHEL RAVINA/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Pam Wadler, Shamrock Realty Group, Inc. Berlin resident Erica Grim and her cl_lildren Children sign a makeshift Decla.ration (!f Inde-
Linda Moran, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty Clayton, 7 months, and Ke_n!u_edy, 2, enjoy the pendence,_l?§t Wednesday evening during the
Cindy Poremski, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty pre-Independence Day festivities. July 3 festivities.
Terri Moran, Coldwell Banker Residential
Joe Wilson & Nick Bobenko, Coastal Life Realty Group
Kathy Clark, Monogram Realty Inc.
Rick Proctor, Bay Capital Mortgage Corp & Carol Proctor, Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices PenFed Realty
Sam Kotzur, Cross Country Mortgage
Real Estate Title and Escrow : : ' ,4—\ \

$150-250
Annie Buxbaum, Speicher Group of Long and Foster Real Estate: $250
Jay Phillips, Holiday Real Estate: $250
Jon Barker, Keller Williams Realty Delmarva: $200
Wayne Phillips, Coastal Life Realty Group: $200
Sandra Dougan, Berkshire Hathaway HomeService PenFed Realty: $150

$50-100
Dave Whittington, Coastal Life Realty Group: $100
Nancy Reither, Coldwell Banker Residential: $100
Ed Balcerzak, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty: $100
Peck Miller, Coldwell Banker Residential: $100
Deeley Chester, Coastal Life Realty Group: $100 '
Mike Maykrantz, Keller Williams Realty Delmarva: $100 i = L e N
Shawn Kotwica, Coldwell Banker Residential: $100 _— - " ]
Kim McCabe, Keller Williams Realty Delmarva: $100 — BIEeT %EMW%@K E
Claudia Gausepohl, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices PenFed Realty: $100 i@ 'E AL A ES, AL e i
Terry Littleton, Coastal Life Realty Group: $50 > p 02_436—9271 |\(/)|PE§ I::'tVE‘IFBYlg:«rYn
. r . on-Sa . =
’ www.hitthedeckpat‘o'Com Sunday * 12-5pm

SEASIDE C.
RIZED DEALER
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Stormwater fee hike subject for next year

Continued from Page 1

“Increasing the stormwater utility fee
will enable the town to complete this and
other critical stormwater projects,” Allen
said, but with Councilman Elroy Brit-
tingham absent Monday night, the
council was evenly split on whether to
wait or to proceed.

Complicating the issue was a $75,000
grant from the Chesapeake Bay Trust for
the Graham Avenue project that would
have to be returned if the project isn’t
completed by Sept. 1.

“It would be a mistake to return the
grant funds to the Chesapeake Bay
Trust,” Allen argued. “This would send a
signal to the state of Maryland and our
federal funding partners that we don’t
have the capacity to complete critical
projects, making us less attractive for ad-
ditional grants.”

But Councilmen Thom Gulyas and
Zack Tyndall, who opposed the addi-
tional spending, said they would not
change their positions.

“My vote will still stand as well not to
do anything with this particular project,”
Gulyas said.

Allen proposed increasing the
stormwater fees from $50 to $100 per
year, or $4.16 to $8.33 per month, for
residential properties, and a upping the
commercial fee from $25 to $32.50 per
year, which represents a 30 percent in-
crease.

Several residents opposed higher fees
for residential properties than commer-
cial.

Mayor Gee Williams and Berlin resi-
dent Jason Walter engaged in a verbal
tussle over this issue.

“Are we here to punish people and

make their situation worse?” Williams
asked.

“Financially, it seems you are,” Walter
said.

Williams stated that “this climate
change stuff is real,” but Walter then in-
terjected and said “don’t boogeyman us
into something,”

Williams also encouraged Walter and
other citizens to think long term for the
overall benefit of the town.

“We're all in this together,” Williams
said.

“Not really,” Walter replied.

Conversely, Councilmen Dean Bur-
rell and Troy Purnell backed the change
in the fee structure.

“I'really do think some consideration
should be given to a greater increase to
that commercial recommendation be-
cause I don't think it is equitable,” Bur-

rell said.

Tyndall, however, saw it differently.

“I wouldn’t mind an early discussion
of the way that the stormwater utility is
structured and the fees that are coming
in,” Tyndall said. “We start that process
now, we'll be well on our way for what-
ever decision we want to make by the
time the next fiscal year rolls around.”

Gulyas also reminded council mem-
bers that he suggested raising the fees in
February, but now thinks they should
wait until the next fiscal year.

“There’s no way in hell I'm [going to]
vote to raise these things now. We've
done enough to everybody in the town,”
he said, apparently referencing this
year’s tax increase and utility fees.

“It is enough,” Gulyas said. “We can
revisit it next year. For right now, ab-
solutely not.”

Eighth instance of rabies reported in county

Continued from Page 1
Pocomoke, and a fox on April 22 in
Snow Hill.

According to Public Information
Office Travis Brown, this year’s total is
average. He added that rabies cases
are cyclical, with some years spiking
and others dropping.

Last year was “a bit of a peak” at 26
confirmed cases, but nowhere near
2013 with 56 cases or 2009 with 52
cases.

The health department states rabies
warning signs as “fearfulness, aggres-
sion, excessive drooling, difficulty
swallowing, staggering, and seizures.”
If these signs are recognized, the de-
partment emphasizes calling them at
410-641-9559 and Worcester County
Animal Control at 410-632-1340.

The health department website in-
cludes several recommendations when
dealing with suspected rabid animals:

« If you see a wild animal, such as a
raccoon, skunk, fox, groundhog, opos-
sum, or a feral cat behaving in a
threatening or obviously sick manner,

OP Mediacom
agree to deal

Continued from Page 4
phone, internet and cable television.

“The benefit there, as the medium
evolves and the way people consume
information changes overtime, there
will be much more demand for inter-
net services,” Parks said. “The terms
and conditions in this new contract
somewhat protect us as the internet
usage grows, we can get a part of
that.”

Parks said he expects the associa-
tion to net roughly same amount,
about $150,000 to $160,000, under
the new contract.

or should your pet be involved in an al-
tercation with one of those animals,
report immediately to your local police
department or Sheriff’s office.

« Prevent further contact by keep-
ing pets and people away. If a pet or
person has already had contact, it is
important that the rabies suspect ani-

mal be obtained (safely) for rabies
testing.

« If a pet has had contact, do not
touch the pet barehanded. Make sure
the health department is contacted for
further instructions if contact has oc-
curred. Your pet’s veterinarian may
also be contacted for further advice.

oo

Please Join Us For An

Rabies is most commonly spread
through bites.

The best prevention is to vaccinate
pets. The health department plans to
hold a low-cost vaccination clinic in
October.

For more information on rabies,
visit worcesterhealth.org.

As We Celebrate One Year Of Being In Business Serving Our Community

Facility Tours - Meet Our Staff

Have Your Questions Answered

Eastern Shore Cremation
And Funeral Service

A Division of Holloway Funeral Home

504 Franklin Ave
Berlin, Maryland 21811
(410) 973-2434

wWww.eastern 51’1( recremation.com
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Opinion

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

‘Temper expectations’
for little league, OP pay

Totally unrelated as they are, the Berlin Little League’s tourna-
ment season and the Ocean Pines Association’s employee com-
pensation study should be subject to one piece of advice: temper
your expectations.

For followers of the pay study, it means the results probably
won’t turn up anything radical, such as most employees being
woefully underpaid or grossly overpaid, and that major adjust-
ments are in order.

No matter where they are conducted, most pay studies find that
wage scales are at least in the ballpark, if not on par with those in
force in neighboring jurisdictions. Occasionally, something will
stand out and will be corrected, but that usually applies only to
positions where compensation is too low.

When, on the rare occasion, a study finds a position that’s being
paid far too much, the usual course for decision-makers is to do
nothing, since it’s virtually impossible to reduce the wages of
someone who is, by all other standards, doing the job.

Consequently, anyone hoping or expecting to see a big change
in the salary and wage structure arising out the pay study will likely
be disappointed.

On the baseball front, tempering expectations is not about
avoiding disappointment, it concerns making sure the kids have
fun on and off the field. As successful as Berlin’s youth ball clubs
have been over the years, it’s natural that parents and fans have
come to expect excellence every season and aren’t shy about ex-
pressing themselves in that regard to players and, more fre-
quently, their coaches.

There comes a point, however, when rooting for success can
become insisting on it, and that can take the enjoyment out of the
process. Team supporters can pressure coaches, who, in turn, put
more pressure on the kids.

Everyone wants Berlin’s teams to go on endless winning streaks
this summer and take every title available. But we can’t want it so
much that aloss here and there ruins the experience for the players.

It’s enough that the teams do their best and that we cheer them
on in the process, while also reminding them that we’re with them
all the way, win or lose.
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“Nobody goes to the Ocean Pines Yacht Club on Friday night anymore.

It’s too crowded.”

Plan update solicits public comment

(July 11, 2019) Worcester
County Emergency Services
officials invite area citizens
to partner with them as they
work through the summer
on an update to the 2014
Hazard Mitigation Plan.

The project goal is to
minimize impacts from haz-
ard events, and area resi-

dents can help in the
planning process in two
ways.

First, Worcester County
Emergency Services officials
are placing special emphasis
on citizens’ concerns related
to hazards, and they invite

all to take part in a public
survey, which is available
online at www.co.worces-
ter.md.us/departments/em
ergency. Survey results will
be included in the updated
plan document.

Second, Worcester
County Emergency Services
will host the next public
meeting on the hazard miti-
gation plan update on
Thursday, July 25 at 1 p.m.,
in room 1102 of the Worces-
ter County Government
Center, which is located at
One West Market Street in
Snow Hill.

Citizens are encouraged
to attend and participate in
the meeting.

“Input from our citizens
will not only create a strong
Hazard Mitigation Plan, but
will serve to strengthen the
resilience of our community
and increase awareness of
potential hazards we may
face if the unthinkable were
to happen,” WCES Planner
Tina Vickers said.

For more information on
the plan development
process and how to partici-
pate, call Vickers at 410-
632-1315.

OP Anglers Club to host fishing contest

(July 11, 2019) The Ocean
Pines Anglers Club will host
the 23rd annual Art Hansen
Memorial Youth Fishing
Contest on Saturday, July
20, at the South Gate Pond,
near Sports Core Pool, in
Ocean Pines.

Registration is from 8:30-
9:30 a.m. and the contest
will run until 10:30 a.m.

Youths should bring their
own fishing rod and reel.
Bait will be provided.

There will be three age
groups: 4-7, 8-11 and 12-16.

A trophy will be awarded
for the biggest fish in each
age group with special
awards for the top three.
Children younger than age 4
can fish but will not be eligi-

ble for a trophy.

This is a free event. All
registrants will receive a
prize compliments of the
Anglers Club, the Ocean
City/Berlin Optimist Club
and the Atlantic Coast Sport-
fishing Association.

For more information,
contact John McFalls at 610-

505-1697.

Email letters to editor@

baysidegazette.com Please include your name and phone number.
For questions, call 410-723-6397.
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Requirements for graduation
completed by Wor. students

Certificates of proficiency,
associates degrees in art
and science presented

(July 11, 2019) The following stu-
dents from Worcester County com-
pleted their program requirements to
graduate with a certificate of profi-
ciency (CT), associate of applied sci-
ence (AAS), associate of arts in
teaching (AAT), associate of science
(AS) or associate of arts (AA) degree
from Wor-Wic Community College
this past fall and spring.

Berlin: Laura Anderson, AAS,
Chemical Dependency Counseling;
Brooks Behounek, AA, General Stud-
ies; Christopher Curtis Leonard
Buhrt, CT, Criminal Justice; Rolando
L. Butler, AAS, Chemical Dependency
Counseling; Alona Dubrovska, AS,
Nursing; Alexis H. Dunlap, AA, Gen-
eral Studies; George P. Eppard-
Annis, AA, General Studies; Luis
Fermin-Cordero, AAS, Hotel-Motel-
Restaurant Management; Allie Anne
Hastings, AA, General Studies;
Samantha C. Hill, AAS, Chemical De-
pendency Counseling; Caroline Eliz-
abeth Ann Hoffman, AAS, Education;
Windell Bremante Howell Jr., CT,
Criminal Justice; Mary Susan Jones,
AAS, Hotel-Motel-Restaurant Man-
agement; Paul Robert Jordan III, CT,
Criminal Justice; Valerie S. Kim, AA,
General Studies; Sage M. LeMaster,
AS, Nursing; Jacqueline Agnes
McGuire, AAS, Occupational Therapy
Assistant; Isabel Nava-Guzman, AA,
General Studies; Kayla M. Parsons,
AA, General Studies; Robert S.
Robertson, AA, General Studies; Hai-
ley M. Scott, AS, Nursing; Mikayla M.
Shemansky, CT, Criminal Justice;
Brianna Ebony Taylor, AA, General
Studies; Pastina A. Tingle, CT, Busi-
ness; Emily J. Trimble, AAT, Educa-
tion; Daniel C. Tyndall, AA, General
Studies; and Christy N. Wheeless,
AA, General Studies.

Bishopville: Rachel Erickson, AS,
Nursing.

Girdletree: Rachel M. Richardson,
AAS, Physical Therapist Assistant.

Ocean City: Kurdt R. Achee, AA,
General Studies; Gavin W. Aquino,
AAS, Radiologic Technology; Thomas
Fowler, AA, General Studies; Tiffany
P. Hastings, AAT, Education; Ryan
Thomas Jasinski, AA, General Stud-
ies; Jeremy J. Jordan, AA, Business;
April M. McCrady, AS, Nursing;
Lindsey Moore, AS, Nursing;
Cameron Moratis, AA, Business;
Rachel E. Peck, AA, General Studies;
Robert W. Pippin Jr., AAS, Hotel-
Motel-Restaurant Management;
Brandon C. Scheeler, AA, General
Studies; Edward Taboada, AA, Gen-
eral Studies; Olivia Turk, AA, General
Studies; and Kathryn N. Wolfe, AA,
General Studies.

Pocomoke City: Alexandra R.
D’Agostino, AS, Nursing; Marissa M.
Donaway, CT, Criminal Justice;
Muriel L. Hines, AS, Nursing;
Mitchell James Krystofiak, AA, Gen-
eral Studies; Naomi Lang, AA, Gen-
eral Studies, AAS, Physical Therapist
Assistant; Kristy Mason, AAS, Chem-
ical Dependency Counseling; Dey-
onna Parker, AAS, Physical Therapist
Assistant; Lydia A. Parsons, AS,
Nursing; Antony R. Perez, AA, Busi-
ness; Evan S. Pinkney Sr., AA, Gen-
eral Studies; Courtney Hope Quillen,
AAT, Education; Chad Andrew Sav-
age, CT, Criminal Justice; George A.
Schoepf, AAS, Criminal Justice; Can-
dace E. Strand, AAS, Office Technol-
ogy; Ciera Shawday Trader, CT,
Criminal Justice; and Dustin M.
Walker, AA, General Studies.

Snow Hill: Katie L. Cherrix, AA,
General Studies; Kesi Jewel Gordon,
AA, General Studies; Stephanie Jack-
son, CT, Criminal Justice; Sierra N.
Lewis, AAS, Chemical Dependency
Counseling; and Angel Smythers, CT,
Nursing.

Stockton: Skylar A. Nock, AAT,
Education.

Whaleyville: Jeremiah P. Failla,
AA, Computer Studies; and Tyler E.
Tull, AS, Nursing.

Community Briefs

Graduates

Carolyn Miller Cragway, of Berlin,
has earned her Bachelor of Science in
Nursing, and Gabriel Leor, of Ocean
City, has earned his Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Marketing Management from
Western Governors University.

The online, nonprofit university
held its 7oth (Orlando, Florida), 71st
(Cincinnati, Ohio) and 72nd (Ana-
heim, California) commencement cer-
emonies this year to celebrate the
graduation of more than 22,000 stu-

Your Online Community: www.baysideoc.com

dents from across the country.

WGU has recognized 13,244 un-
dergraduate and 8,930 graduate de-
gree recipients, who have completed
their degrees in the last six months.
Their areas of study include business,
K-12 education, information technol-
ogy, and health professions, including
nursing.

The average time to graduation for
those earning a bachelor’s degree was
two years, four months, while the av-
erage time to degree for graduate pro-
grams was one year, seven months.

JOIN CLUB OCEAN,
and enjoy the REWARDS!

New members win up to
$500 Slot Dollars instantly!

Sign up at the Player’s Club.

Must be 21 years of age or older. Please play responsibly, for help visit mdgamblinghelp.org or call 1-800-GAMBLER.
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Snapshots

PHOTO COURTESY TED PAGE

FASHION SHOW

The Community Church at Ocean Pines held its 16th annual fashion show and luncheon on May 17 in its Family Life Center. Clothing was from the church's Shepherd's Nook. Nearly $2,500 was raised
to benefit the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and CCAOP Committee Outreach through the Shepherd's Nook and Sarah's Pantry.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

_ PENNY WAR RACE
SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE  Berlin Intermediate School celebrated the 150th year of Worcester County Public Schools by having
MUSIC FESTIVAL a penny war race among the fourth-, fifth- and sixth-grade teams. After a weeklong battle, the
Berlin Intermediate School guitar students of Lisa Adams traveled to Chesapeake Bay Middle ~School was able to donate over $2,500 to the Worcester County _Educatio_n F_oundatio_n with the
School in Pasadena, Maryland, on May 11 to participate in the Maryland Music Educators Associ- fifth grade Sailfish team winning the competition. Pictured are assistant principals David Gell and

ation State solo and ensemble festival. All of the students received a “superior” rating, the highest Jennifer Garton; Principal Ryan Cowder; Hope Palmer, Education Foundation representative; and
rating possible. Annette Wallace, chief operating officer of Worcester County Public Schools.

3 &= .0
SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

| GUEST SPEAKER
SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE ~ The General Levin Winder Chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revo-
DON AT|0N lution featured guest speaker, Dr. Patricia L. Maclay, MD., state historian, Maryland State Society,

Cedar Chapel Special School Principal Belinda Gulyas receives a $500 donation from Ocean City  DAR. _She spoke on marl_(ing graves of members, Patriots, *_“‘d Fi’_St Daughters. Pictured, from left,
Lions Club President Norm Cathell. are Vice Regent Janet Simpson, Dr. Maclay and Regent Gail Weldin.
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‘Weirdos’ art show featured
at Globe for Second Friday

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

(July 11, 2019) Admirers of the arts
can embrace their inner “weirdos” Fri-
day evening during the second annual
“Weirdos Like Us Collaborative Art
Show” opening at the Globe.

“For me, this is my favorite, because it’s
weirdos just like me, so I feel like I fit in
pretty well,” artist Ashley Brown said. “T've
never been like a landscape painter, like a
realistic artist of any sort, so art shows like
this definitely draw my type of people.”

Artist Patti Backer also observed that
the art at the gallery Friday evening
would not highlight traditional land-
scapes and wildlife art in favor of non-
traditional creations.

“I think it gives credibility to art that
doesn’t always get ... mainstream credit,”
Backer said.

Heather Layton, show curator and
president of Berlin’s Arts and Entertain-
ment Committee, said show visitors
would be exposed to a variety of media.

“I think they really get a taste of the dif-
ferent arts that are represented in Berlin,”
Layton said. “From pen and ink;, to acrylic,
to mixed media to everything in between.”

The opening recept