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=== Berlin’s NYE comes in two editions

Child ren, adult ball-dro pS it’s [grown] into such a large event,” is “fun for families who want to enjoy
“e 0‘ to take p|a ce on Tuesd ay Wells said. N the ball‘ dro.p b}Jt don’t want to wai't
. There are two opportunities to up until midnight or stay up until

““‘m nlght th rOUghOUt downtown partake in the holiday’s free festivi- midnight.”
ties: the kids’ and adult ball drops. As for the adults, the ball drop will
DRI“KS OF THE MO“TH By Rachel Ravina When asked why people should take place at midnight on Main Street
Staff Writer attend Berlin’s holiday celebrations, across from the Atlantic Hotel, Wells
$1 OFF at Happy HOUI" (Dec. 26, 2019) Thousands of res- she simply said “because it’s the said. The adult bash will begin at 10
WHITE CHRISTMAS idents and visitors can ring in the most fun you’ll have on New Year’s p.m. and Main Street will close until

s’ MARGARITA $8 new year, and the new decade, next Eve.” 1 a.m. on New Year’s Day.
Tuesday in downtown Berlin with The kids’ ball drop will take place The stage will be set up across
LEMON MINT MARTINI $8 two ball drops. at 6 p.m. at the intersection of Main from the hotel on Main Street.

RUDOLPH’S RED NOSE $750 Ivy Wells, Berlin’s economic and and Pitts streets, Wells said, adding She added that there will be food
COCKTAIL community development director, that Pitts Street will close during the trucks, the hotel will have an outdoor
THE POINSETTIA $8 3 % said the festivities started about children’s event. bar and Burley Oak Brewing Com-
GINGERBREAD seven years ago. It’s since developed Wells said many of the downtown pany will have a “special New Year’s

:%a BREAKFAST COFFEE $550 into a popular town event. restaurants will be open, along with Eve” beer.
“It started small, and it was also food trucks, and music will be pro- Wells said the adult ball drop is

for locals who didn’t want to driveon  vided by Ocean 98.1. The Seaside complete with music, dancing and a
DINNER SPECIALS New Year’s Eve, but wanted to come Dance Academy will also have hot light show.

down and celebrate with their neigh- chocolate available for purchase. “It’s like Times Square comes to
bors, and their friends, and then now Wells said that the children’s event  Berlin,” Wells said.
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ACT’s 40th New Year’s Day beach walk set

By Morgan Pilz
Staff Writer

(Dec. 27, 2019) Celebrate the start of
2020 with a scenic nature stroll during As-
sateague Coastal Trust’s 40th annual Tlia
Fehrer/Judy Johnson New Year’s Day
Beach Walk at Assateague State Park.

Assateague Coastal Trust Communi-
cations Manager Billy Weiland will be
leading participants up the beach to sce-
nic and pristine views, with Ocean City’s
strip in the distance, beginning at 1 p.m.
on Wednesday.

“Anytime we can get outside, I think
it does everyone’s attitude well and what

better way to start off the new year,”
Weiland said. “It’s [also] a great incen-
tive for those trying to be healthier as
part of their new year’s resolution.

The walk is about an hour long and
less than one mile, Weiland said.

“We start from the concession area at
the state park and we walk folks up to the
northern part of the state park, which is
only about a mile before it crosses into
the National Seashore,” he said. “That
gives us the opportunity to talk about the
island and its history and Assateague
Coastal Trust and what we do to keep it
from being developed.”

The theme for this year’s walk once
again will be inspired by Assateague
Coastal Trust’s online journal, “The
Marsh,” which Weiland created.

“The Marsh’ resides as the philo-
sophical voice of our organization, which
is that to care about the environment, we
have to first immerse ourselves in, and
experience our environment to better
understand it on a scientific and per-
sonal level,” Weiland said.

Anywhere from 50 to, at the highest,
300 people come out every year. The
numbers fluctuate depending on the
weather, Weiland said.

In 2019, thanks to the warmer than
usual weather, around 60 people at-
tended the walk.

In the early 1970s, Judy Johnson
formed the Committee to Preserve As-
sateague Island to draw attention to its
beauty.

Around the same time, Ilia Fehrer of
Snow Hill, visited Assateague on New
Year’s Day wanting to reconnect with the
wilderness. She was an avid voice in pre-
serving the wetlands and shorelines on
Assateague Island. Her family continued
to join every year, even coming down

See FREE Page 5

new air conditioner installed.
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lar savings, that's OK.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
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Air Conditioner

HOW T0 GET AN AIR CONDITIONER FOR $995

| was abie to buy the furnaces and cooling systems for less than you
would be able to pay for the heating system alone! So, if you buy one
of these high efficiency furnaces or air handlers | will give you the air
conditioner FREE. All | ask is for $885 in labor it costs to have your

You must act fast because of limited supply. When all the FREE air
conditioning units are given away in a particular size, that's it. There

We will come out and measure your home to determine the availabil-
ity of the proper size. Our Comfort Advisors will show you the real
world price of the heating and cooling system that fits your home so
you know EXACGTLY how mueh you're saving. The quote will include all
labor and installation materials. Nothing is left out. Even after the
installation in completely explained, there is absolutely NO OBLIGA-
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Warranty
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ARE YOU READY for yourFUTURE?

A& ¢ DELAWARE LEARNING |

Classes
Now Forming

* Cosmetology

* Teacher Training

* Esthetics

* Manicuring

+ Advanced Education

For more information on our Advanced Education

Financial Aid
Available to those
who quallfy

Classes go to: hitps://www delawarecosmetology,

com/advanced-education/

Delaware Learning Institute of Cosmetology 3 o pIVOT S—
32448 Royal Blvd,, Suite A - Dagsboro, DE 19939 POINT PARTNER
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2 Celebrations!

Kids 5-6pm with a Ball Drop at 6pm
Mini Cowbells for The Kids*
*while supplies last
Sponsored by Heart of Gold Kids
10pm-12:30am Beer & Wine,
Food & DJs Big Al Reno &
Schwab from Ocean98 at 10pm
Ball Drop at Midnight
Dancing & Light Show
Burley Oak Beer
2 Food Trucks

NEW YEAR'S EVE
CELEBRATION

Dec.31,2019
5 p-m.- 12:30 a.m.
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Print - Web
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YEAR IN REVIEW 2019

Tom Viola takes over as GM
after Bailey bobbles budget

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Dec. 26, 2019) After raising commu-
nity ire in January by proposing increas-
ing annual assessment fees more than
$100, Ocean Pines Association General
Manager John Bailey was replaced by
OPA Treasurer John Viola, who, begin-
ning in March, quelled fiscal concerns
sufficiently to warrant a contract exten-
sion to December.

The dissension with Bailey was on
display during budget discussions in
mid-January, when several members of
the OPA Board of Director expressed
skepticism with his fiscal projections.

In reaction, several board members
requested a five-year outlook for poten-
tial spending to address drainage issues,
bulkhead repairs and road mainte-
nance.

Bailey reported bulkhead reserves
would begin the start of the upcoming
fiscal year on May 1 at $1,598,000, while
estimating a fiscal 2019/2020 contribu-
tion at $22,500 and planned spending
of $1.6 million would essentially empty
the fund with just over $1,400 remain-
ing to close the budget year.

Those dire reserve fund estimates

were coupled with a proposal from Bai-
ley, seemingly following earlier sugges-
tions from the OPA Budget and Finance
Committee, to drop both the annual $19
contribution paid by association mem-
bers and the $453 annual fee paid by
bulkhead owners for the upcoming fis-
cal year.

“Then, going into the following year,
the $19 would be back in as well as the
assessment for bulkhead property own-
ers,” he said.

Bailey referenced a study on reserve
funding that set future spending on
bulkheads at $1.1 million per year, while
noting the association was averaging
roughly $800,000 annually.

Director Ted Moroney characterized
Bailey’s fiscal projections as “overly ag-
gressive,” claiming the balance for bulk-
head reserves would likely be in the area
of $400,000 to close the next fiscal year
on April 30, 2020

Viola echoed the sentiment ex-
pressed by Moroney, while noting the
bulkhead work planned for the closing
months of fiscal 2019 was significantly
greater that what had already been com-
pleted.

See ASSOCIATION Page 5

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF DELMARVA
POWER & LIGHT COMPANY FOR ADJUSTMENTS TO ITS
RETAIL RATES FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF ELECTRIC
ENERGY BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF
MARYLAND
CASE NO. 9630
DECEMBER 17, 2019

PUBLIC UTILITY LAW JUDGE’S NOTICE OF
PRE-HEARING CONFERENCE

On December 5, 2019, Delmarva Power & Light Company (“Delmarva” or “the Company”)
filed an application with the Public Service Commission of Maryland (“the Commission”)
for authority to increase its operating revenues by $18,523,166. The Company’s applica-
tion included supporting testimony and exhibits, and requested an effective date of January
4, 2020 for its proposed rates and charges. On December 6, 2019, by Order No. 89384,
the Commission suspended the proposed rates and charges for a period of 150 days from
January 4, 2020, and delegated this matter to the Public Utility Law Judge Division.

A pre-hearing conference in the above-entitled matter is hereby set for Monday, January 6,
2020, at 10:00 a.m., in the Commission’s 19th floor hearing room, William Donald Schae-
fer Tower, 6 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, Maryland, to establish a procedural schedule and
consider any petitions to intervene, as well as any other preliminary matters.

Delmarva is hereby directed to publish a notice of the pre-hearing conference, including
the caption, case number, the time, date, place of the conference, and the purpose of the
conference, as a display advertisement in newspapers in general circulation throughout the
Company’s service area at least two times before January 6, 2020. The notice shall also
advise persons who seek to intervene in this proceeding that petitions to intervene should
be filed with the Commission’s Executive Secretary, Andrew Johnston, William Donald
Schaefer Tower, 6 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202-6806, on or before January
3, 2020. The Company is directed to file certificates of publication with the Commission on
or before the date of the pre-hearing conference.

Jennifer J. Grace
Public Utility Law Judge
Public Service Commission of Maryland

Reasonable accommodations will be made at Public Service Commission proceedings for
qualified persons with disabilities, if requested 5 days in advance of the proceeding. (Dial
410-767-8000 or 1-800-492-0474 or access the prior numbers through the Maryland Relay
Service at 1-800-735-2258.)
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Association swaps out Ieadershlp

Continued from Page 4

“This is the GM, this is your budget,
this is your plan and, even sitting here,
I'm not completely sure that you are
convineed yourself that you are going to
get this work done,” he said.

Viola also questioned suspending an-
nual bulkhead fees collections and
draining the reserve fund.

Moroney said if the figures provided
by Bailey proved correct, it could jack up
collections by 30 percent from bulkhead
owners.

In early February, a throng of prop-
erty owners attended the OPA board
meeting after a budget draft released by
Bailey on Jan. 25 included the assess-
ment increase.

Bailey noted the range of “comments,
concerns and frustrations,” received
about the proposed assessment increase
of $127, which would be the second
largest instituted by the association.

“There is one thing I know we all can
agree on — I certainly got your atten-
tion,” he said.

Bailey reported the association had
been profitable for the last five months
of calendar year 2018.

“If we're doing well in the budget this
year, why do we need such a large in-
crease for next year?” Bailey asked. “Ul-

FILE PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

In April, then-interim Ocean Pines Association General Manager John Viola, left, with Association
Vice President Steve Tuttle and President Doug Parks stage an emergency meeting to hash out re-
vamped operational frameworks in the wake of General Manager John Bailey’s departure.

timately, that depends on what we ... re-
ally want to accomplish.”

Among the fiscal objectives high-
lighted by Bailey were addressing previ-
ous deficit issues and accruing capital
for deferred maintenance general re-
placement needs.

Bailey estimated that about $1 mil-
lion remained of the $1.6 million deficit
incurred over the prior two fiscal years,
while proposing budgeting to pay off the
balance over the next three years.

Bailey also proposed increasing
spending on drainage to more than
$900,000, compared to the roughly
$116,00 spent in fiscal 2019.

Among a dozen projects included as
being budgeted from replacement re-
serves was $800,000 to expand the po-
lice and administration building.

The contentious budget process
proved the end for Bailey, who departed
his post prior to the board meeting set

See GM Page 6

Free walk, park
offers hot cocoa

Continued from Page 3
from Baltimore.

The invite went out to Assateague
Coastal Trust, formally the Committee to
Preserve Assateague Island, to join. It
grew larger every year.

The first beach walk was organized by
Fehrer and Johnson on Jan. 1, 1980, the
same year former President Jimmy
Carter declared “Year of the Coast.”

The New Year’s Day tradition has
since been named in their honor.

“We care about the environment and
we want people to experience it on that
personal level and people are generally
more inclined to take care of it and learn
more about it,” Weiland said.

Entry into the park is free for the walk,
and hot chocolate and cookies will be of-
fered at the end. Assateague Coastal Trust
encourages walkers to bring personal mugs
to reduce waste caused by disposable cups.

Meet Assateague Coastal Trust staff
and Weiland at the Assateague State Park
concession stand at 1 p.m. on Wednesday,
Jan. 1to join the walk. Dress accordingly.

In order to get to Assateague Island,
driving from Route 50, follow Route 611
south across the Verrazano Bridge, then
drive to the end of the road and turn
right into the State Park’s parking lot.

For more information, call As-
sateague Coastal Trust at 410-629-1538
or visit ACTforBays.org.

FEATURING
MUSIC BY FULL CIRCLE

OPEN BAR | 4-COURSE DINNER

Appetizers
Raw Bar, Hoisin Duck, Lamb Lollypops, Tenderloin & Brie Crostini,
Smoked Salmon Mousse

Champagne Salad
Mixed Greens, Baked Brie with Seasonal Berries, Pecans, Champagne Vinaigrette

Choice of Entree
Served with Rainbow Carrots & Napoleon Potatoes.
Surf n Turf | Porterhouse Steak | Twin Lobster Tails | Seared Halibut | Chicken Roulade
Vegetarian Option

Desserts
Chocolate Mousse, Mini Cheesecakes & Cannolis, Petit Fours, Chocolate Fountain

PER PERSON

includes tax & gratuity

-'"v-l-"‘-i')‘-:_'-'-‘i-’-lI Ocean Pines Yacht Club | 1 Mumford's Landlng Rd, Ocean Pines,

MD |




Page 6

Bayside Gazette

December 26, 2019

YEAR IN REVIEW 2019

Viola handed GM reins after Bailey departs

Continued from Page 5
for Feb. 16 to vote on the budget.

That same week, the board an-
nounced that Bailey had left his position
on amicable terms and the process of
scouting a replacement had begun.

Bailey took over as general manager
in September 2017, following a yearlong
applicant search to replace Brett Hill,
who took the reins on an interim basis
after Bob Thompson was relieved of
duty in August 2016.

In March, when the process of hiring
a new general manger was under dis-
cussion, Moroney suggested the com-
plexity of overseeing OPA operations
might require a revised approach.

“I am against repeating the process
of simply looking for a qualified HOA

manager,” he said.

Moroney said the interim opera-
tional team put in place after Bailey de-
parted was showing positive early
results.

“As one director commented, we
have untapped abilities and resources
that are just now showing their abili-
ties,” he said.

During an emergency meeting on
March 30, the board voted 4-0 to ap-
point Viola as an unpaid general man-
ager on a volunteer basis.

Viola had previously served as
budget and finance committee chair-
man before becoming association treas-
urer in June 2018.

OPA Vice President Steve Tuttle
stressed the temporary nature of the ap-

REHOBOTH
302-227-1980

BETHANY
302-539-5700

The Area’s Only Locally Owned
TCIA Accredited Company

GEORGETOWN
302-856-9210

From grass roots to tree tops, we have all
of your tree and landscaping needs covered.

Serving the local
community for
over 30 years.

Delaware/Maryland
License #1623

Contact Us About
EXTREME
WINTER DEAL
15% OFF Jobs
Scheduled Through

March 15t

(exclusions apply)

¢ Over 150 classroom
hours of training per year

® The most professional
office staff

o Certified Arborists
on Staff

o Certified Tree Safety
Professionals

¢ Biweekly Safety Meeting

® Company Supplied PPE

e Over 30 years in
business

® The most well equipped
team in the area

SEAFORD
302-337-3346

STI LANDSCAPE CENTER
302-645-6262

10% OFF
when you
mention this ad

Not valid on current quotes
/ cannot be combined with

other offers / some
Vnu . exclusions apply

@ In

pointment.

“John will be supported in this role
by the Transition Management Team
and the OPA staff, especially Michelle
Bennett, Colby Phillips and Stephen
Phillips,” he said.

OPA President Doug Parks said the
stopgap measure would not preclude
sending out a request for proposal for
outsourced management.

Board member Dr. Colette Horn said
search firms would also be contacted to
investigate hiring another general man-
ager with a motion set for April 6.

The board subsequently voted to
table the motion to research executive
hiring firms at the early April meeting.

At that point, board members con-
tinued debating the merits of filling the
position through the previous method
of hiring an individual candidate, out-
sourcing to a management firm or some
combination.

The board voted to table the decision
for one month to review resumes al-
ready beginning to trickle since after
Bailey left.

By the end of April, Viola announced
the transition management team put in
place after Bailey left was being dis-
banded.

“Because there was no general man-

ager in place, the board put this tempo-
rary management team into place to
work with the department heads to help
Ocean Pines,” Viola said. “When they
filled the position with me on the tem-
porary basis, we decided to leave the
temporary management team in place
until I could evaluate further on what
was needed.”

In his first month of taking the reins,
Viola oversaw the roster of advisory
committees and named Colby Phillips
OPA Operations Director, while Finance
Director Steve Phillips maintained
watch over business matters.

Viola said the combination of talents
appeared capable to abandon the tran-
sition management team.

By late May, the board noted exces-
sive costs as one reason to abandon the
proposal to contract with an outside
management firm, while still pursuing
hiring an individual candidate as gen-
eral manager.

Of the 49 firms OPA requested to
submit proposals for outsourcing man-
agement services, only a handful re-
sponded, Viola said.

By early June the board agreed to ex-
tend Viola as interim general manger
until December while it continued to

See OP Page 7

BILL CANNON’S GARAGE, INC.
FOR ALL OF YOUR AUTO CARE NEEDS

 Transmission Repair « Emission and Inspections
« Onboard Computer Diagnostics
« Engine Repair and Rebuild - Brake Service
« and Much More!

36389 DuPont Blvd - Rt 113 Selbyville -
3 miles North of MD-DE line

302-436-4200

“CERTIFIED NAPA SERVICE CENTER"

With a Nationwide Warranty Program

Established
in 1984

=y

QUALITY MEANS DOING IT JUST—RITE

JARINE- CONST

UCTION:

VINYL BULKHEADS - RIP-RAP - PIERS - DOCKS

BOATLIFT PILING -

641-9961 -

DREDGING - SKID STEER SERVICES

* JUSTRITEMARINEINC.COM=
MIKE@JUSTRITEMARINE.COM...c
MD MARINE 083(E) - MHIC 71561 - OC 30542 - DE 2019101403
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OP budget dissension leads Berlin administrator leaves,

general manager to resign

Continued from Page 6
search for a permanent replacement.

“One of the things we wanted to do
was continue the continuity that we've
started,” Parks said. “We’ve seen a lot of
success based on when we first didn’t
have a GM and when we put a transition
management team in place.”

Looking to reverse the scales after
suffering significant financial losses in
2017 and 2018, Viola’s initial move as
general manager was to form multiple
workgroups that paired elected officials
with staff and association members to
examine dredging and drainage, build-
ing construction, a new compensation
study and contracts for food and bever-
age.

“The biggest thing I saw ... and what
I really believed that we needed to do as
an association, was to empower our
team [and] empower individuals,” he
said. “We have a lot on our plate and
that’s fine ... [but] the only way to get it
done is by utilizing the team.”

Viola also noted past board mem-
bers, such as Tom Terry, Marty Clarke
and Jeff Knepper, have been instrumen-
tal in the turnaround.

“Utilizing those teams, that expertise,

is definitely helping us,” he said.

During the annual homeowners’
meeting in August, Viola reported the
fiscal 2019 budget ended in the black,
with revenues outpacing expenses by
about $116,000.

“We were favorable this year
$116,000 to the budget, [which] is a big
difference from the last two years where
I stood up here and had to inform you
of losses of around $350,000 and $1.4
million,” he said. “We're definitely mov-
ing in the right direction.”

Viola noted during his first month as
general manager that department staff
was directed to analyze budget dollars
to locate potential cost cuts.

Viola said to help reduce the debt
that weighed down the operating
budget, annual assessments were raised
in 2019, with $71 of that charge dedi-
cated to paying down operating fund
deficits.

Viola said the recent assessment in-
crease has helped trim about $600,000
off the operating fund deficit, which
ended fiscal 2019 at about $895,000.

“We went from the $1.3 million neg-
ative ... to a positive $115,000 and that’s
the way we will track,” he said.

=
s
<

)

THE RESTAURANT AT

Leghithonse

2 CAN DINE FOR $69

including a bottle of house wine

Everyday starting at 4pm

BURGERS WITH BOB s s

January Entertainment, Fridays, 6-9pm

Fleetwood takes over post

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

(Dec. 26, 2019) The Town of Berlin
saw a major personnel change in 2019,
when former Town Administrator
Laura Allen was relieved of her duties in
September.

Allen was fired following a unani-
mous decision by the Town Council on
Sept. 16, according to Mayor Gee
Williams.

“It was unfortunate that this came
about, but we're all committed to trying
to do what’s in the best long-term inter-
est of the town,” Williams said in a Sep-
tember interview with the Bayside
Gazette.

OCEAN CITY PERFORMING ARTS GENTER

Comedian

Because the dismissal was a person-
nel matter, no cause for Allen’s depar-
ture was revealed. But Williams did
confirm that the handling of the chemi-
cal spill at Heron Park was a factor.

“As town administrator, I served at
the will of the mayor and council. It’s
their right to make changes as they see
fit,” Allen said of the decision.

Allen was hired on Sept. 3, 2013 and
served for six years. Among her respon-
sibilities this past year was work to mit-
igate the chemical spill at Heron Park
and the fiscal year 2020 budget cycle,
which involved restructuring the prop-
erty tax, water and sewer rates.

See ALLEN Page 8

* Smirnoff

MAKE AMERICA

LAUGH AGAIN

Saturday, Dec. 2

8th @ 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 29t @ 4:30 p.m.

America’s_Favorite
Russian Import

Oprirrtors BOB with OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS - Jan. 3
1% el SEAN LOOMIS - Jan. 10"
BOB with OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS - Jan. 17" %
— i o Happily Ever Laughter
ZANDER JETT - Jan. 31¢
WEDDINGS & EVENTS
J
e YOU'RE
ST HIT

LAFF
YOUR
YAKOV!!

$29 - $38 - $47
GO TO: Ticketmaster.com
OR VISIT: The 0C Box Office at 40t St

MAKE YOUR NEW YEAR'S EVE RESERVATIONS TODAY!

“Warmhearted, delightful, and splendidly funny!” Tle New JJork Times
“Yakov Smirnoff is a Laugh Riot!” THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

410.641.1199 | WWW.LIGHTHOUSESOUNDRESTAURANT.COM
Off Rt. 90 at 12723 5t. Martin's Neck Rd. 1 mile west of Ocean City overlooking the Ocean City skyline.
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Route 50 annexation in Berlin gets pushback

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

(Dec. 26, 2019) The annexation of a
proposed gas station and convenience
store on Route 50 experienced some
pushback earlier this summer.

The agreement incorporated roughly
six acres of land on Route 818 across
from Berlin Main Place near its intersec-
tion with Route 50. Now called Athena
Plaza, the parcel was previously zoned as
C-2 Commercial in the county, but in
Berlin, it was categorized as B-2 Shop-
ping District.

The annexation involved several pro-
visions, including receiving police and

fire services, having the property owners
take responsibility for trash pickup and
paying for equivalent dwelling units and
water usage.

The Berlin Planning Commission is-
sued a favorable recommendation dur-
ing a March 13 meeting.

During the May Town Council meet-
ing, Councilman Zack Tyndall expressed
his concerns with the traffic safety asso-
ciated with the intersection as well as two
possible entrance and exit lanes.

Attorney Regan Smith, who repre-
sented the interests of property owners
Spiro and Mary Anne Buas, said they
proposed having a right turn-only en-

trance and a main exit and entrance to
match up with the nearby Berlin Main
Place property. However, he told Tyndall
the decision isn’t up to them.

“... That’s our intent but that’s going
to depend on what state highway directs
us to do,” Smith said.

The annexation passed on May 28
with a 4-1 vote by the Town Council.
Tyndall dissented.

In the days following the vote, Berlin
resident Jeff Smith circulated a petition
calling for a referendum on the mayor and
Town Council’s approval of the annexa-
tion agreement for the proposed gas sta-
tion and convenience store off Route 50

Allen departs, Fleetwood takes over

Continued from Page 7

Following Allen’s departure, Manag-
ing Director Jeff Fleetwood assumed the
role of acting town administrator. That
lasted about six weeks, before the “act-
ing” part of his title was dropped, and he
was promoted to town administrator.

“I'm embarking on a new role in the
Town of Berlin, and my commitment to
you, and my commitment to these folks

Realtor® SFR®

Let Me Find, You The Home Of Your Dreams !

127 HIGH SHERIFF TRAIL

OCEAN PINES
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* New Stove
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+ Private Balcony

+ New Flooring + Heat & Air Unit
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* Freshly Painted
+ New Wash/Dryer
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... isto give 100 percent,” Fleetwood said
during an Oct. 28 Town Council meet-
ing.

Williams said that the Town Council
unanimously agreed to the personnel
decision one week earlier.

Before Fleetwood was promoted to
the top management post, he served as
the managing director for about two
years and was responsible for working

Jelblee Benninglon

on special projects and with department
heads, as well as meeting with busi-
nesses and citizens.

He was hired by the town in 2010 as
the human resources director.

Mary Bohlen, former administrative
services director, was appointed deputy
town administrator. It’s unclear when
Fleetwood’s former position will be
filled.

debbennington4@gmail.com
410-208-3500 x308 Office * 410-603-8065 Cell » 866-666-1727 11001 Manklin Meadows Lane Ocean Pines, MD
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The petition needed signatures from
20 percent of the town’s registered vot-
ers to force the referendum, which
comes out to 681 signatures of Berlin’s
3,407 registered voters. The petition was
due within 45 days of the annexation ap-
proval.

Smith turned in the petition with 709
signatures on July 12 to officials at Town
Hall.

“This really was a townwide effort,”
Smith said. “... I made a very concerted
effort of trying to hit at least in some part
every neighborhood in town.”

Then-Town Administrator Laura
Allen said that staff would then work to
verify the submitted signatures against
voter records from the Worcester
County Board of Elections. That vetting
found that 72 signatures did not pass
muster, leaving the petition 43 signa-
tures short of what its sponsors needed.

Nevertheless, Smith said he was
pleased with his and others’ efforts.

“The point of the referendum, the
point of the petition, was to start a con-
versation, and get that conversation out
into the public eye and get people a
chance ... to start thinking about it and
start talking about it,” Smith said. “And
in that prospect, it's been an overwhelm-
ing success.”
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Toy Town debacle ends in Snow Hill

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

(Dec. 26, 2019) Despite a tumul-
tuous year, Toy Town’s Snow Hill loca-
tion is open for business. But getting to
that point was one big mess.

In 2016, the Town of Snow Hill of-
fered Richard and Debbie Seaton the
deed to the former Outten building at
the intersection of Market and Wash-
ington streets for their Toy Town store,
providing they met certain standards.

The 6,800-square-foot building,
which sat vacant for nearly three
decades, needed renovations, so the
deal was that the Seatons would pay for
improvements and utilities within a
five-year period. The arrangement was
recorded in a 2016 memorandum of un-
derstanding between the business own-
ers, three members of the town council
and former mayor Charlie Dorman.

The renovations also included re-
pairing the facade, and having the work
verified by a code enforcement officer
designated by the town.

Richard Seaton said that Snow Hill
Code Enforcement Officer Jon Hill
came to the shop on Feb. 27 with a sher-
iff's deputy and “gave me a civil citation
for not having an occupancy (permit),
and said that my court date would be
sent to me.”

The store had been operating for
more than two years, according to
Seaton. Town officials implemented an
accelerated timeline, citing safety con-
cerns, despite the fact that both parties
signed a five-year agreement.

“Well, we've not had [a certificate of
occupancy] for two years, because [Hill]

promised me one and never gave me
the damned thing,” Seaton said. “T've
been open for two and a half years. In
other words, can you tell they're trying
to play a little bit of hardball here?”

Following the closure officials cor-
doned off the Snow Hill store with cau-
tion tape and cones

“Several immediate safety concerns
with the building currently occupied by
Toy Town Antiques were identified by
reputable and licensed third-party en-
gineers. The Town of Snow Hill has
made several attempts to work with Toy
Town Antiques to address these safety
concerns in a timely manner, but unfor-
tunately have not been able to reach a
solution. The Town of Snow Hill has a
duty to ensure the safety of the public.
Therefore, it could not allow the dan-
gerous conditions to go unremedied
any longer. The matter is now before
the court, and, as such, no further com-
ment will be forthcoming,” town offi-
cials said in a Feb. 27 statement.

The Seatons sued the town to recoup
the roughly $150,000 to $200,000
they’'ve already put into restoring the
building. The case of State of Maryland
vs. Richard Seaton Jr. at the District
Court for Worcester County in Snow
Hill took place in April.

“I am not welcome in this town any-
more. They’re doing everything they
can do to get me out of here,” Seaton
said.

For several days, a sign “CLOSED BY
TOWN HALL until further notice” was
on the shop’s fagade.

“We’re going to go over and meet
with [Snow Hill’s] attorney at the build-

ing and we’ll have a discussion there,”
said Attorney Randy Coates. “Based on
that discussion, we may or may not be
able to open.”

In the meantime, the Seatons de-
cided to open a secondary location in
Berlin. They held a soft opening on
March 18 at the new shop on 8 Pitts St.

“I love Toy Town,” said Ivy Wells,
Berlin’s economic and community de-
velopment director. “When I saw that
they were having some difficulties, I
knew that we would welcome them
back.”

The new location had several types
of products, including vintage toys,
dolls, toy cars, trains, and comic books.

Prior to opening the Snow Hill satel-
lite store, the couple operated Toy Town
in a 4,800-square-foot space on Main
Street in Berlin.

Following the lawsuit, the Seatons
reopened Toy Town’s Washington
Street location on Aug. 2.

Code Facilitator Kevin Brown gave
the Seatons the all-clear after they met
the repair requirements.

Seaton also said several officials pre-
viously involved with the closure were
no longer in their respective positions.

“I've felt like the officials there did
not want us there,” Seaton said.
“They’re all gone. We have new people
in charge now.”

Seaton also said he appreciated the
efforts of Gary Weber, the new mayor
of Snow Hill, who was sworn into office
in June, in working to get the store re-
opened.

“It looks like he’s a great mayor,”
Seaton said.

SAVE THE DATE - March 20, 21, 22 2020
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Janasek, Perrone, Rogers win board seats

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Dec. 26, 2019) Of seven candidates
vying for a trio of open seats during the
Ocean Pine Association Board of Direc-
tors 2019 election, the top vote totals
were compiled by Tom Janasek, Larry
Perrone and Camilla Rogers, who joined
the board in August.

Garnering the top total to serve a
three-year term was Janasek at 2,160,
closely trailed by Perrone at 2,131, while
Rogers earned the third board opening
with 1,753 votes. Falling short of the
mark were candidates Paula Gray
(1,407), Greg Turner (478), Shawn
Kotwica (235) and Edward Solum (191).

The results of the 2019 election fol-
lowed a number of board resignations
earlier in the year.

The changeover started in late March
when director Ted Moroney resigned his
seat on the board. Moroney had been
appointed to his position in September
2017 in the aftermath of Director Brett
Hill resigning. He was elected to a one-
year term in August 2018.

Moroney cited family matters as his
reason for stepping down.

“I have watched board members
serve out a term and basically go through
the motions,” he said. “That is not my
style nor in my mind acceptable. There-

fore, I am submitting my resignation ef-
fective immediately.”

In short order. former board member
Jeff Knepper was tapped to fill the va-
cancy left by Moroney, receiving a 6-0
vote in early April to assume the vacancy.

Knepper had filled in before, having
been named the replacement for Dan
Stachurski following his resignation in
2014.

Knepper also had served on the both
the budget and finance, as well as the by-
laws and resolutions advisory committees.

“I enjoy the meetings,” he said. “Tun-
derstand alot of it ... [and] T have a pretty
good working knowledge of the bylaws.”

Existing chips continued to fall when
director Slobodan Trendic resigned ef-
fective April 10, after months of con-
tentious budget discussions about
capital expenditures, which he argued
should be decided by association via ref-
erendum.

Elected in 2016, Trendic was finish-
ing the last year of a three-year term that
was set to expire in August.

Again dipping back into its pool of
community resources, the board in May
nominated Tom Piatti to fill the vacancy
left by Trendic.

Piatti has resided, at least part time,
in Ocean Pines since 2002 and previ-
ously served on a HOA board in the

Fal- 4

#4 CAREER NIGHT

THINKING ABOUT A CAREER IN REAL ESTATE?
COME OUT & TALK TO EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONALS!

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED!

0&A: TALK TO TOP PRODUCING AGENTS

CALL ONE OF OUR TWO LOCATIONS!
410-641-5000 OR 410-723-1717

Parke neighborhood, as well as being a
member of the OPA Search Committee
in 2017-18.

While introducing Piatti as the most
recent unanticipated board addition,
OPA Vice President Steve Tuttle noted
his wealth of community and profes-
sional qualifications.

“Mr. Piatti has significant experience
with The Parke HOA, and will benefit
this board as it moves forward,” Tuttle
said. “He also brings specific expertise in
the areas of new capital enforcement,
preparation and restrictions.”

With the last day to file for candidacy
scheduled for May 10, the contender pic-
ture started to come into focus, with
Paula Gray tossing her hat in the ring by
early that month.

In the 2018 board election, Gray fell
two-dozen votes shy of topping Esther
Diller for an open seat by a tally of 1,526
t01,549.

As the remaining candidates an-
nounced their intentions leading up to
the filing deadline, Diller resigned from
her board seat. Elected for a one-year
term in 2018, Diller said health issues
were behind the decision.

“I'would like to take this time to say I
think our board did alot of great things,”
Diller said in a press release. “The right
decisions are usually the hardest and
after several years of ‘kicking it down the
road,’ this board made those difficult de-
cisions.”

The candidates gathered for a pair of

See THREE Page 12
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YIR 2019
Three new OPA
board members

Continued from Page 11

election forums in June to discuss their
campaign positions. Ballots were mailed
in early July ahead of an Aug. 7 deadline.

Ballot counts were completed two days
later, with results announced during the
annual homeowners meeting on Aug. 10.

While originally slated to be con-
firmed during the homeowners meeting,
finalizing the results was delayed as the
gathering failed to garner the required
quorum of 100 lot owners, with the tech-
nicality completed during a specially con-
vened meeting the following Wednesday.

In late August, newly elected board
members Janasek, Perrone and Rogers
were vetted on homeowner association
guidelines and OPA-specific governing
documents during an hours-long infor-
mational session.

After spending his entire adult life liv-
ing in Ocean Pines since moving to the
area in 1984, Janasek immersed himself
in advisory committee work following an
unsuccessful board bid in 2016.

“Irealized I didn’t know enough about
the ins of the board and the mini govern-
ment that we have within the Pines,”
Janasek said. “So, I have involved myself
in alot more of the politics and a lot more
stuff going on behind the scenes.”

During that time, Janasek took part
in reinvigorating the golf committee and
later served on the natural assets com-
mittee, eventually rising to chairman.

“What I realize is that you need to
know somebody on the board of Ocean
Pines in order to get stuff done,” Janasek
said. “T want to get back on it and help
people get stuff done.”

Although elected for his first board
term, Perrone is no stranger to Ocean
Pines or the association inner workings.

Besides spending more than half his
life in the area after relocating to the pines
36 years ago, in recent years Perrone has
served on the OPA Budget and Finance
Committee, including a stint as chairman.

During his campaign, Perrone high-
lighted financial expertise he had gained,
while also espousing support for several

See THREE Page 14
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Little Leaguers
celebrate great
tourney resulits

By Morgan Pilz
Staff Writer

(Dec. 27, 2019) Berlin’s Little
League All-Star teams were quite suc-
cessful this season, with several win-
ning district, state and/or regional
titles. One squad even advanced to the
World Series.

Junior League:

The Junior Berlin Little League All-
Star team played in Taylor, Michigan
for the World Series in August and fin-
ished the season ranked fourth out of
1,500 U.S. Junior Little League squads
and eighth internationally.

Berlin — district, state and regional
champions — lost its first game to the
South East Regional championship
team from Florida, 15-2.

Berlin’s next game was against the
South West Regional championship
team from Oklahoma. Berlin won 19-3
in four innings.

“That game was Berlin baseball at its
finest,” Coach Kris Mandley said. “We
made a statement with that win.”

The Berlin squad played a team
from Michigan next, and lost, 5-1, end-
ing its World Series tournament run.

“It was a tough loss,” Mandley said.

ELAINE BRADY/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

The Junior Berlin Little League All-Star team’s World Series tournament run in Taylor, Michigan, ended on Wednesday, Aug. 14, after losing to a rep-

resentative from Michigan, 5-1.

“We hit the ball but Michigan played us
well ... a couple of errors on our part is
what gave them the momentum to pull
out the win.”

The team returned home from the
World Series on Aug. 19 in style with a
police procession and escort by the
Maryland Red Knights Motorcycle
Club.

Several local officials including
Berlin Mayor Gee Williams, Worcester
County Commissioner Bud Church and

See ALL-STARS Page 14
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All-Stars make mark in tourneys

Continued from Page 13

Worcester County Sheriff Matt Crisa-
fulli as well as the parents and family
members of the Berlin Little League All
Stars came out to the Worcester
County Athletic Complex in Berlin to
congratulate the team on making it all
the way to the World Series.

“What an amazing journey this has
been ... I loved coaching all these boys
and would do it all over again if T was
given the chance ... but wouldn’t
change a thing about this ride,” Mand-
ley said.

8-10 League:

The 8-10 Berlin All-Star team got off
to a rough start in its regional tourna-
ment held in Cranston, New Jersey, as
the boys fell to a team from New Jersey,
2-0, then 14-4 to Pennsylvania’s repre-
sentative and 13-0 to a squad from New
York, in August.

The Berlin squad — district and state
champions — finished the tournament
with a win over the regional represen-
tative from Delaware, 5-2.

“It was a good way to go out of the
tournament,” Coach Ron Calloway said.
“We probably played one of the best
games, if not the best game at the end
of the season there. Delaware is one of
the stronger teams in the tournament.”

During the regional tournament,

P

each team was guaranteed four games.
After losing three games, the Berlin
squad was out of the running for the
championship, but the boys didn’t give
up.
“I can’t say enough from the three-
to four-day-a-week practices all sum-
mer, just the dedication that they put
in for 9- to 10-year-olds is just a lot to
be said about how much they love the
game of baseball,” Calloway said.

Intermediate:

The Berlin Intermediate team
played a squad from New Jersey twice
in August, during the regional tourna-
ment in Dix Hills, New York.

Berlin won the first match, 4-1, but
lost the second, which was for the re-
gional title, 13-3.

The Berlin squad kicked off the tour-
nament with a 14-6 victory over New
Hampshire. The group then topped a
team from Pennsylvania, 11-8.

The Berlin team suffered its first loss
falling to New Jersey, 6-3. However,
the boys bounced back with a victory
trouncing their New York opponent,
24-6, to advance to the championship
competition against the team from
New Jersey.

“It was a great season and a lot of
memories were made,” Coach Barb
Kohut said. “The team worked their
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hearts out all season and that showed.”

The squad won a district and state
title this season.

It takes a lot of dedication, talent
and commitment to win a district and
state title,” Kohut said. “The fact that
they are second in the eastern region is
something to applaud, not put their
heads down.”

Major Softball:

The Major Softball League district
and state championship team fought
valiantly, but fell out of the running for
a regional title after losing to New Jer-
sey in Bristol, Connecticut, 11-4, in
July.

“We were happy to come out and
win one,” Coach Katie Griffin said. “It
was a phenomenal experience. It was
nothing they ever experienced before
and it was just a lot of fun and bonding.”

The squad lost to New York in the
first round of the regional tourna-
ment, 12-2. The girls rallied back with
a 6-1 win over their opponent from
Maine.

Despite the season-ending loss, the
team was not disappointed.

“I had someone come up to me and
say this was the best Maryland team
he’s seen in a long time,” Griffin said.
“We took it as every game is a bonus
round. We’re not bummed.”

-

OCEAN PINES
WATERFRONT

OCEAN PINES
COLONIAL VILLAGE

L 79,900

Three members
elected to board

Continued from Page 12

proposed capital projects and noting the
importance of providing quality ameni-
ties to bolster profit and loss statements.

“If you're going to run for the board,
you need to understand the finances
here, because this is a $14 million oper-
ation on a yearly basis,” Perrone said.
“You need to understand where the
money goes and how it’s being spent.”

While still a relatively fresh face after
moving to Ocean Pines in 2018, Rogers
brought a solid resume to the race.

After charting a professional path as
a registered nurse, and later earning a
masters from the University of Maryland
followed by a Nurse Practitioner’s certi-
fication, upon reaching the half century
mark Rogers shifted gears and entered
law school.

Rogers campaigned on the impor-
tance of transparency for board and as-
sociation leadership.

“This community has a lot going for it
and I think it’s very important for the
board to maintain a transparent rela-
tionship with the people that are here,”
Rogers said. “This is their forever homes,
and ... if we had more forums [where] we
had some involvement, it ... would help
people understand what the board is try-
ing to achieve.”
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Trendic resigns, launches petitions and sues

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Dec. 26, 2019) After voting against
capital project spending during
budget approval in April, Board of Di-
rectors member Slobodan Trendic re-
signed his post, and subsequently
conducted twin petition drives. One
sought a referendum on spending and
the other called for the halt of a con-
struction project.

Both petitions were disqualified by
the OPA in August, with one rejection
resulting in a lawsuit.

Trendic, who was elected in 2016,
was finishing the last third of a three-
year term, before submitting a resig-
nation letter on April 11.

During an OPA Clubs Committee
meeting last December, the group dis-
cussed proposed renovations at the
Golf Club after requests for proposals
had been received for second-floor
renovations.

Trendic, the committee liaison to
the board, told the group if “simple
renovation” were pursued, work could
kick off on Jan. 1 and be completed in
short order, while larger undertakings,
including razing the structure and
building a new one, would alter time
frames significantly.

“What I'm hoping to see, as an in-

dividual director, is
that by the time the
board meets to hold a
budget working ses-
sion ... that we would
have some kind of a
discussion related to
the numbers for the
clubhouse.”

In early February, Trendic failed to
gain traction on a handful of fiscal
2020 budget-related motions that
were voted down by the board.

While the vote totals to defeat the
motions varied, the nearest to pas-
sage, rejected 4-3, sought to reduce
the proposed budget by 2.5 percent.

OPA President Doug Parks and
board member Frank Daly concurred
with the suggestion but preferred a
“targeted,” rather than mandated, per-
centage.

Trendic raised issue with the
roughly $1 million deficit and pro-
posed advertising expenditures of
roughly $100,000 by the PR and mar-
keting department.

“I wonder if we even should be en-
tertaining the idea of approving the
budget this year” he said.

The board voted 6-1 to defeat other
Trendic motions that would have re-
quired the yacht club to show a profit

Slobodan Trendic
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and establish employee health insur-
ance rate splits at 86/14 for single cov-
erage and 78/22 for family coverage.

Also a motion to adjust golf opera-
tions to show a positive budget vari-
ance failed to gain a second, while
another to change the bulkhead differ-
ential charge to $200 was withdrawn.

At the end of February, Trendic cast
the sole dissenting vote for budget ap-
proval, continuing a trend from the
two earlier cycles.

In 2018, Trendic joined former
board member Tom Herrick in oppos-
ing budget approval, while in 2017 he
joined Parks to the same end.

“The issue I have basically goes to
how we, as an association, are dealing
with the $1.6 million deficit that was
generated during fiscal years 2017 and
2018,” he said.

Trendic opposed increasing assess-
ment rates by $40 per homeowner to
drop the deficit by an additional
$340,000, which would follow the $71
boost to assessment fees in fiscal 2019
that trimmed $600,000 off the then
$1.6 million total.

“I just don’t subscribe to that kind
of board approach to dealing with the
deficit,” he said. “Is it necessary to do
all this ... so quickly? I don’t think so.”

After Trendic offered a slide pres-

entation that outlined alternative cost-
cutting suggestions,

OPA Vice President Steve Tuttle
said the information was being pre-
sented too last-minute.

“You said you have a slide you want
to show the board now — but why
haven’t we seen that last week or the
week before?” he said.

Tuttle said based on the presenta-
tion from Finance Director Steve
Phillips earlier in that meeting it ap-
peared evident numerous depart-
ments had made diligent efforts to cut
their respective budget totals.

Trendic responded that the board
was essentially “moving money
around from one [department] to an-
other.”

“It’s playing around with money,
and I just don’t want to be a part of
that,” he said.

Trendic said the board was having
property owners foot the cost for prior
fiscal mismanagement.

“If this $40 this year passes, we will
have collected $950,000 from the
homeowners, yet we haven’t really
done much on the other side of the
equation,” Trendic said.

During a town hall meeting at end
of March, the board confirmed an in-

See PETITION Page 17
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Petition drive invalidated by OP Association

Continued from Page 16

clination to build a new clubhouse at
the golf course with Tuttle noting a
firm decision was not yet made.

“We’re looking at this as economi-
cally as we can [and] as community-
centric as we can, to make sure that
we’re providing ... for the whole com-
munity,” Tuttle said. “In my perspec-
tive, having that facility there ... is a
benefit to our values of our properties
in the community.”

In early April the board voted to
spend more than $3 million for three
capital improvement projects, which
included, besides rebuilding the coun-
try club, expanding the police/admin-
istration building and replacing the
golf cart barn.

All three projects were awarded to
Whayland Construction from Laurel,
Delaware, which caused Trendic to
take issue with the procurement
process.

“As much as I would like to see
these projects go forward, there’s just
so much ... wrong with the way this
procurement process has been han-
dled,” he said. “T am just really worried
that we will rush through something
and later on it’s going to cost us a lot
more money that is not shown in the
numbers.”
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Tuttle touted the “guaranteed max-
imum price contract” language in-
cluded for the trio of projects.

“Unfortunately, we only did get one
bid on this. I think it’s a very reputable
company. We've gotten incredible ref-
erences,” Tuttle continued. “I think
we’re working with a really good con-
tractor. I think we’ve got a great op-
portunity to move forward, and a great
opportunity to improve the reputation
of Ocean Pines.”

After abstaining from voting for the
police building, Trendic opposed the
country club and golf cart barn con-
tracts, with the remaining half dozen
board members in agreement on the
entirety.

Trendic submitted his resignation
less than a week later on April 11,
which highlighted the board rejecting
his motion to require the golf course
upgrades to pass a referendum vote.

“Your unwillingness to second my
motion for discussion and your rejec-
tion of my proposed referendum leads
me to make this difficult decision,” he
wrote.

Trendic said the ramifications of
the financial investment are long
term.

“How [do] any of these projects im-
prove the community as a whole?” he

said. “It really comes down to the
question of investing and prioritizing.”

Shortly after stepping down from
his post, Trendic held a town hall
meeting at the Ocean Pines Library.

Promising to present plans to
“jumpstart interest in the commu-
nity,” Trendic said the intent was to
garner more community involvement
with association management.

“My hope is ... to build a momen-
tum that will create a grassroots effort
to bring people together,” Trendic
said.

After the town hall meeting, Tren-
dic formed forming the advocacy
group, START, which stands for
strategic planning, transparency, ac-
countability, respect and trust.

The group circulated a pair of peti-
tions seeking referendums on the
more than $3 million proposed expen-
diture.

The first petition was to reduce
board spending authority to $1 mil-
lion, and the second called for a home-
owners’ vote on whether to approve a
clubhouse project.

Trendic submitted the petitions,
with the first including 880 signa-
tures, during the OPA homeowners
annual meeting in August

“START and the team worked very

hard on these two petition drives,” he
said. “The petitions were designed not
to favor one or the other, but really to
ask the board to conduct a referendum
on those two questions as yes or no
answers.”

After the petition drive was started
in April, the 10 percent total of associ-
ation membership was estimated at
roughly 845 individuals.

Trendic said vaguely worded lan-
guage in the bylaws leave to question
what constitutes the 10 percent of
maximum voters required to trigger a
referendum vote.

Trendic said clarity is needed to as-
certain if the 10 percent tally is calcu-
lated based on the overall number of
households in the community or the
total number of eligible voters.

“This is ... a tough situation for the
association legal counsel, the board,
the management and for us as the
homeowners that are involved in sup-
porting this petition effort,” he said.

OPA attorney Jeremy Tucker is-
sued a legal opinion stating the lan-
guage in the first did not meet the
association governing guidelines,
while the second failed to reach quali-
fication thresholds.

Regardless of how the 10 percent

See TRENDIC Page 19
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OP sees major financial turnaround

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Dec. 26, 2019) After
Ocean Pines Association
members started the year with
a proposed increase to annual
assessment charges from
soon-to-be-departed General
Manager John Bailey, the sub-
sequent leadership upheaval
handed the reins to current
General Manager John Viola,
who employed expertise from
existing personnel to produce
profitable budget figures while
continuing to erase prior fiscal
deficits.

In January, community
dissension peaked after Bailey
pitched an assessment in-
crease of $127 for the pending
fiscal 2019/2020 budget.

Countering the proposal,
and arguably undercutting the
importance of enacting what
would represent the second
largest assessment escalation
instituted by the OPA, Bailey
reported the association had
been profitable for the last five
months of calendar year 2018.

To continue paying down
the roughly $1 million OPA
deficit, Bailey had also pro-
posed a four-year payment
schedule, earmarking

$100,000 in 2020, $250,000
in 2021 and $325,000 in both
2022 and 2023.

During a budget presenta-
tion in January, Bailey refer-
enced a compensation study
that highlighted nearly three-
dozen positions requiring
wage adjustments totaling
$128,000. Including both 2
percent merit increases and
about a 10 percent rise in
medical costs, Bailey forecast
payroll costs to increase 8.4
percent to more than $7.6 mil-
lion.

Other significant figures in
the draft budget included tap-
ping more than $3.4 million
from reserve funds, including
approximately $1.6 million to
finance the golf course club
house renovations and
roughly $800,000 to renovate
the  police/administration
building.

Bailey reported bulkhead
reserves would begin the start
of the upcoming fiscal year on
May 1 at $1,598,000, while es-
timating a fiscal 2019/2020
contribution at $22,500 and
planned spending of $1.6 mil-
lion would essentially empty
the fund with just over $1,400
remaining to close the budget

year.

The questionable budget-
ing led to Bailey’s departure
and the installation of Treas-
urer John Viola as the associ-
ation’s top executive.

Operating under Viola’s
oversight, numerous depart-
ment heads strived to scrub
expenses in preparation for
approval of the fiscal
2019/2020 budget that began
May 1.

Instrumental in the emer-
gency changeover was Colby
Phillips, shortly to be pro-
moted to operations director,
and Finance Director Steve
Phillips.

Colby Phillips, working in
tandem with Public Works Di-
rector Eddie Wells, quickly
managed to significantly re-
duce the $620,000 Bailey had
budgeted for drainage pipe re-
pairs.

For example, after Wells
directed crews to dig up the
road near Mumford’s Land-
ing, it was discovered a pro-
posed pipe replacement,
which had been addressed
seven years earlier, could be
repaired instead for a savings
of more than $240,000.

See OPA Page 23
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BERLIN
FIRE COMPANY
STATION 3

Berlin Fire Company unveil-s'
new Station 3 on Route 50

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

(Dec. 26, 2019) The Berlin Fire Com-
pany opened another station this year so
it could provide better service to people
in its fire service area, which extends far
out of town.

The new station is on a two-acre piece
of property on Ocean Gateway, about a
mile outside town. It was unveiled on
Sunday, Oct. 13.

The process to bring this station to
fruition took years and was not without
its drama.

The Town of Berlin and the Berlin
Fire Company were frequently at odds
over funding, with town officials con-
cerned about using Berlin tax dollars to
help pay for an out-of-town facility.

The fire company assured them that
was not the case.

Over the course of several public fi-
nancial discussions between the agency
and the Town of Berlin during last year’s
budget session, Councilman Troy Pur-
nell questioned how the fire company
planned to pay for the Station 3 because
there was no balance sheet readily avail-
able. He then pointed to Berlin Fire

Company’s cashflow statement from the
prior year.

“I see $1.4 [million] in unrestricted
cash and you've got $660,000 in re-
stricted cash ... it shows you've got
$2,072,000 in the bank,” Purnell said
earlier this year.

Fitzgerald clarified that they raised a
portion of the funds with the help of sev-
eral large donations. The agency bor-
rowed “up to $800,000” to cover the
remaining cost.

Fitzgerald expressed his gratitude to
the Worcester County Commissioners,
state elected officials, volunteers, and
donors as commemorative plaques were
unveiled during the ceremony in October.

“We can’t be a volunteer fire service
without community support,” Fitzgerald
said.

Although the new fire station is outside
of town, Fitzgerald stressed that the vol-
unteers work to serve and protect the en-
tire community. Local dignitaries, like
State Del. Wayne Hartman (R-38C),
agreed.

“People’s lives are counting on all of
you so I want to thank all of you for your
work,” Hartman said.

Trendic lawsuit hangs in limbo

Continued from Page 17

mandate is calculated, with ongoing
debate over the precise number of as-
sociation members qualified to vote,
Trendic said the community senti-
ment is undeniable.

“The fact that 880 members signed
the petition, I think, speaks volumes,”
he said.

From his purview, Trendic said the
larger issue now is protecting the
means for membership to influence
how the association is managed,
through both elections and petition.

Trendic said if majority sentiment
sides with reducing board spending
authority, that is what should tran-
spire.

Trendic filed suit in Worcester
County Circuit Court on Nov. 15 in re-
sponse to the OPA Board of Directors’
petition rejection and is seeking up to
$75,000 in compensatory damages
for legal fees.

Attorney Bruce Bright, who is rep-

resenting Trendic, has filed suit seek-
ing declaratory and injunctive relief
based on what are being characterized
as legally dubious assertions made by
Tucker.

Tucker’s opinion was issued on
Aug. 20, and the next day the board
opted to invalidate the latter petition,
which contained 743 signatures and
failed to meet the required 10 percent
of eligible voters at 9.69 percent.

While not contesting that conclu-
sion, Trendic filed suit over the spend-
ing limit issue, noting the 808
signatures collected for that drive did,
by Tucker’s admission, meet the 10
percent threshold.

Trendic’s suit takes exception with
Tucker’s grounds for refusing to rec-
ognize the spending limit petition due
to the inclusion of the term, “should,”
which he reasoned “seeks an opinion”
of membership and does not “ask
specifically whether they vote to ap-
prove the amendment.”
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Stephen Decatur High School recently established its chapter of the Rho Kappa National Social Studies Honor Society. Forty-five students were inducted. They gained admission into Rho Kappa National
Social Studies Honor Society by earning at least a 3.5 grade point average in the discipline, completing an advanced placement course in the subject matter, and by demonstrating academic enthusiasm

and integrity.
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Kirwan recommendations going to legislators

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

(Dec. 26, 2019) Policy recommenda-
tions designed to revamp the state’s
public education system will go before
the Maryland General Assembly next
month.

The Commission on Innovation and
Excellence in Education, which is also
known as the Kirwan Commission, is
led by its chairman William “Brit” Kir-
wan.

The legislation, known as The Blue-
print for America’s Future, included
proposals for free preschool for 3-and-
4-year-olds living at 300 percent below
the property level, higher salaries for
teachers, college- and career-readiness
standards, vocational education, and al-
located funding for counties.

The Senate bill went through without
Gov. Larry Hogan’s signature in June.
However, Hogan said during the Mary-
land Association of Counties conference
earlier this summer that he couldn’t
support the plan because half the mon-
etary burden would fall to the counties
in Maryland.

Dr. Jon Andes, executive director of
the Eastern Shore of Maryland Educa-
tional Consortium, and former Worces-
ter County school superintendent, said
the commission would work to decide
how roughly $855 million would be dis-
tributed throughout the state.

He added there would be about $725
million on the table for fiscal years 2021
and 2022, “with a potential of an addi-
tional $130 million.”

Andes said state funding for schools
is distributed “inverse the wealth,”
which puts Worcester at a big disadvan-
tage, since the state calculates wealth for

school funding by comparing the total
assessed value of real property in a
county to its total population.

“[The] more local wealth you have,
the less state aid you receive,” he said.

Worcester County receives the sec-
ond lowest amount of state funding at
$4,217 per student and some $26.5 mil-
lion overall in fiscal year 2019.

The county’s tax base wealth, how-
ever, is largely because of resort- and
tourism-based properties and has noth-
ing to do with household income, as is
evidenced by the 10.3 percent of county
residents whose incomes put them
below the poverty line, according to the
Census Bureau.

The Kirwan Commission created a
subgroup charged with finding better
ways to allocate millions of dollars in
state funding to improve the state’s
schools.

“[The] 13-member commission that’s
been appointed — all western shore
folks,” Andes said. “There’s no one from
the Eastern Shore or no one from rural
communities on the commission.”

“It’s critically important that a repre-
sentative of rural communities be in the
room when people are making determi-
nations with the distribution of state
aid,” Andes said. “Without the voice of
rural Maryland in that room, the needs
of students in rural communities will
not be met.”

Andes also pondered how Worcester
County would be treated.

“It could potentially negatively im-
pact the funding formula, especially if
the funding ... is distributed based on
wealth in terms of Worcester County,”
he said.

Locally, Worcester County Commis-

sioner Bud Church appeared to be
caught off guard when he learned of the
makeup of the funding formula work
group.

“I think that was a blatant mistake,”
Church said. “We are a part of the state
of Maryland.”

A few weeks later, State Sen. Mary
Beth Carozza (R-38) publicly objected to
the Kirwan Commission’s funding for-
mula workgroup’s decision to go into
executive session during a Sept. 19
meeting, charging that it is a public body
and is therefore obligated to work in the
open.

“I... strongly objected to this decision
to work on education funding formulas
in secret,” Carozza said. “These meet-
ings should be open to the public and
not behind closed doors.”

However, Kirwan responded that the
formula could have “sensitivity to differ-
ent assumptions” and members wanted
to see “what happens with the formula
as you change some assumptions” in
order to get a better understanding of
the formula.

“So the whole process where the de-
cisions are being made will be in the
public, and I just wanted to emphasize
that point,” Kirwan said.

The Kirwan Commission’s funding
formula workgroup issued a set of pre-
liminary funding formula recommenda-
tions during an Oct. 15 meeting,.

The commission’s wealth calculation
incorporates the property tax base and
income tax totals. Worcester County,
with a population of a little more than
51,000, has a resort-generated assess-
able base of almost $16 billion.

The formula shows that Worcester
County would have to budget an addi-

tional $5.3 million on its schools in
2030, while the state’s contribution
would grow by $7 million for a com-
bined $12.3 million increase in 2030
school spending in Worcester.

By contrast, Wicomico County,
which ranks 22nd in the state in per
capita wealth, would receive an addi-
tional $73.8 million from the state,
while its local contribution to the school
budget would have to grow by $9.4 mil-
lion., according to figures released dur-
ing an Oct. 15 meeting.

Carozza also took issue with the
workgroup’s ideas of property value-
based wealth.

“The problem with the current for-
mula is that it is more skewed towards
property values rather than making an
adjustment to incorporate poverty to
more equitably distribute school funds
to the school systems,” Carozza said.

Lou Taylor, superintendent of
Worcester County Public Schools said
more than $255 million in state funding
for fiscal year 2020 was included as part
of “The Blueprint for Maryland’s Fu-
ture,” and of that Worcester County re-
ceived just $688,000.

The commission, however, was di-
rected to determine what public schools
needed financially to implement new
programs, but not how to pay for it. That
has earned strong opposition from Gov.
Larry Hogan.

“Unfortunately, the ‘Kirwan Tax
Hike Commission’ is hell-bent on
spending billions more than we can af-
ford, and legislators are refusing to
come clean about where the money is
going to come from,” Hogan said. “Even
after more than three years of meetings,

See EDUCATION Page 27
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NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY W/FIRST CLASS AND ON THE EDGE

Ocean Club Nightclub: Tuesday, Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Beach Barrels: Tuesday, Dec. 31

BEACH BARRELS

13207 Coastal Highway, Ocean City
410-250-0522 / www.beachbarrels.com
Dec. 27: G Men, 9 p.m.

Dec. 28: Tranzfusion, 9 p.m.

Dec. 31: Roaring 20's New Year's Eve Party
w/33 RPM (ticketed event)

Jan. 1: Bingo w/DJ Rupe, 6 p.m.

BJ'S ON THE WATER

75th Street and the bay, Ocean City
410-524-7575 / www.bjsonthewater.com
Dec. 27: Chest Pains, 9 p.m.

Dec. 28: OverTime, 9 p.m.

Dec. 31: DJ Fast Eddie, 10 p.m.

Jan. 1: 0ld School, 6 p.m.

BOURBON STREET ON THE BEACH

116th Street, Ocean City, behind Fountain Head
Towers Condominium

443-664-2896 /
www.bourbonstreetonthebeach.com

Dec. 27: Dave Sherman, 7 p.m.

Dec. 28: Rockoholics, 7 p.m.

Dec. 29: Randy Jamz, 6 p.m.

Dec. 31: OHO, 4-7 p.m,;

New Year's Eve Party

w/Reform School, 8 p.m.

Jan. 1: New Year's Day Hangover Party
w/2 Guyz &A Mama, 3 p.m.

CAPTAIN’S TABLE

15th St. & Baltimore Ave., Ocean City
410-289-7192 / www.captainstableoc.com

Every Friday & Saturday: Phil Perdue, 5:30 p.m.

DUFFY’S TAVERN

130th Street, Ocean City,

Montego Bay Shopping Center
410-250-1449 / www.duffysoc.com
Every Friday: Bob Hughes, 5-8 p.m.
Dec. 31: Live DJ, party favors

and champaign toast.

HARBORSIDE BAR & GRILL

12841 S. Harbor Road, West Ocean City
410-213-1846 / www.ocharborside.com
Dec. 27: DJ Billy T, 4 p.m.to 2 a.m.

Dec. 28: Chris Button, 2 p.m.;

DJ Jeremy,9 p.m.to 2 a.m.

Dec. 29: Pickin Party, 2 p.m.

Dec. 31: New Year's Eve Party

LIMA BEAN RIOT

Seacrets: Tuesday, Dec. 31, 1-4 a.m.

w/DJ BillyT, 3 p.m.
Jan. 1: Dust N’ Bones, 6 p.m.

OCEAN CLUB NIGHTCLUB

101st Street, Ocean City

In the Horizons Restaurant,

in the Clarion Fontainebleau Hotel
410-524-3535 / www.clarionoc.com
Every Friday and Saturday:

DJ Dusty, 9:30 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Dec. 30: First Class

Dec. 31: New Year's Eve Party

w/First Class and On the Edge, 9:30 p.m. to 2 a.m.

PICKLES

706 Philadelphia Ave., Ocean City
410-289-4891 / www.picklesoc.com
Dec. 27: Beats by Jeremy, 9 p.m.
Dec. 28: Adam Dutch, 10 p.m.

Dec. 30: Karaoke w/Jeremy, 9 p.m.
Dec. 31: Beats by Crop Top, 9 p.m.
Jan. 2: Beats by Wax, 9 p.m.

SEACRETS

49th Street and the bay, Ocean City
410-524-4900 / www.seacrets.com

Dec. 27: DJ Tuff, 9 p.m.to 1 a.m.

Dec. 28: Whiskeyhickon Boys, 5-9 p.m.;
DJ Bobby-0, 6 p.m. to 1:50 a.m.;
DJTuff, 9 p.m.to 1 a.m,;

Stellar Mojo, 10 p.m. to 1:50 a.m.
Dec. 30: Opposite Directions, 1-5 p.m.;
DJ Bobby-0, 5 p.m.;

Dec. 31: Full Circle, 4-7:30 p.m,;

New Year's Eve Bash, 4 p.m.to 4 a.m,;
DJ Davie, 4:45-9:30 p.m.;

DJ Tuff, 8 p.m. to 2:30 a.m.;

Nowhere Slow, 8:15-11:30 p.m.;
Garden State Radio, 8:15 p.m. to 12:15 a.m,;
DJ Bobby-0, 10 p.m. to 3:50 a.m.,

DJ Mike T, 10:15 p.m.to 4 a.m.;

Hott Toddys, 12-3 a.m.;

Lima Bean Riot, 1-4 a.m.

SKYE RAW BAR & GRILLE

66th Street, Ocean City
410-723-6762 / www.Skyebaroc.com
Dec. 27: Rick Artz (Formerly of

Love Seed Mama Jump), 4-8 p.m.
Dec. 30: Aaron Howell, 4-8 p.m.

Dec. 31: New Year's Eve Party
w/champaign toast and party favors
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OPA charts financial success during 2019

Continued from Page 18

While several other large pipe re-
placements were found to be war-
ranted, Phillips said public works would
focus attention on the most problematic
flooding areas, while also investigating
less costly alternatives to the bulkhead
replacement plan proposed by Bailey.

Simultaneously, Steve Phillips took
the leadership role on implementing
the new Northstar software system,
starting with developing a timeline in
conjunction with an outside consultant,
while also tracking a nearly completed
forensic audit conducted by Baltimore
firm Gross Mendelsohn.

The board approved the fiscal
2019/2020 budget on Feb. 23, which
totaled $12.8 million and set assess-
ment fees at $986 per homeowner, sig-
nificantly lower than the $1,078 figure
suggested by Bailey in January.

The week before, the board hashed
out numerous cost-trimming measures,
including reducing expenditures for
marketing and human resources
among other department cuts, along
with restructuring health care coverage
rates to assign 20 percent of costs to
employees.

Looking to reverse the scales after suf-
fering significant financial losses in 2017
and 2018, Viola’s initial move as general

manager was to form multiple work-
groups that paired elected officials with
staff and association members to exam-
ine dredging and drainage, building con-
struction, a new compensation study and
contracts for food and beverage.

Following budget approval, in early
March the board voted for a compensa-
tion study to determine of pay and ben-
efits were on par with surrounding
communities.

By June, the final figures for fiscal
2018/2019 were released and showed
the association closing more than
$130,000 ahead of budget.

This represented a marked improve-
ment over the prior fiscal year where
OPA operating funds ended more than
$1.2 million below budget.

Viola reported revenues were
$535,000 more than had been bud-
geted, with expenses doing some
$392,000 better than anticipated.

By June, results of a forensic audit of
the OPA Food and Beverage and Public
Works departments, ordered the year
before, were released.

The report from accounting firm
Gross Mendelsohn found that the
losses of more than $700,000 in food
and beverage operation and the public
works department in fiscal 2017/2018,
were due mostly to bad management.

302/732-374 Since 1948
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In August, residents were presented
further evidence of the association’s fi-
nancial turnaround during the annual
homeowners’ meeting, when Viola
shared a financial forecast far brighter
than in recent years.

“We were favorable this year
$116,000 to the budget, [which] is a big
difference from the last two years where
I stood up here and had to inform you
of losses of around $350,000 and $1.4
million,” he said. “We're definitely mov-
ing in the right direction.”

Fiscal 2018/2019 assessment rev-
enue was roughly $5.8 million and
overall expenses for operating depart-
ments was approximately $6.25 million
versus budget estimates of $6.27 mil-
lion, reflecting a savings of about
$27,000.

Viola said positive financial trends
were also tracked among the array of
amenities provided in Ocean Pines.

During fiscal 2018/2019, the net
from amenities, which was budgeted at
$474,000, totaled approximately
$575,000, for a positive variance of just
over $101,000.

“Food and Beverage [operations]
this year is approximately $13,000 fa-
vorable to budget, [which] is a big dif-
ference from the prior two years,” he
said.

Viola said to help reduce the previ-
ously accrued debt that weighed down
the operating budget, annual assess-
ments, were raised in 2019, with $71 of
that charge dedicated to paying down
operating fund deficits.

Viola said the operating fund, which
had a balance of merely $6,000 in fiscal
2016, dropped to a negative tally of
$369,000 the next year, before falling to
a deficit of about $1.3 million by fiscal
2018.

Viola said the recent assessment in-
crease has helped trim about $600,000
off the operating fund deficit, which
ended fiscal 2019 at about $895,000.

“We went from the $1.3 million neg-
ative ... to a positive $115,000 and that’s
the way we will track,” he said.

In December, Viola said the current
fiscal year has continued trending in the
right direction, with ledgers sitting
about roughly $551,000 favorable to
budget.

While cautioning that the favorable
figures at the mid-point in the current
fiscal year will scale down slightly
through next April, Viola said ending in
the black is virtually assured.

“Keep in mind the next six months
we do utilize cash [but] I feel comfort-
able saying that we definitely will be fa-
vorable to budget for the year,” he said.

dj jor: boi 9pm
friday dave hawkins dpm

LIVE ENTEHTAINHENT

fuesday dave sherman apm

saturday dave Siermart apm
glass orion nad Oom

N@HWNW
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+No Cover
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Town Council passes budget, tax rate increase

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

(Dec. 26, 2019) The Berlin mayor
and Town Council approved a $15.2
million budget for fiscal year 2020, but
getting to that final vote involved one of
the most tumultuous budget processes
in years.

“This has been a challenging budget
cycle — that’s an understatement,” said
Mayor Gee Williams about the need to
raise revenue and lower costs to restore
the town’s financial reserves.

At the heart of the problem was a
sewer utility that had been losing
money for years because rates were too
low. But rather than raise the rates, the
town propped up the utility with money
borrowed from the town’s general fund
reserves.

Those chickens came home to roost
this year, with Williams and the council
that much higher sewer rates and a
major property tax increase would be
needed to right the ship.

Reacting to howls of protest, town
officials began slashing at the budget.

The parks and recreation depart-
ment decreased by 36.84 percent, the
police department was cut by 11.02 per-
cent and the economic development de-
partment’s budget decreased by 18.24
percent.

Councilman Thom Gulyas urged
residents to attend meetings and voice
their concerns.

“There’s five of us [on the council]
and the mayor — five people to make the
decisions ... but if no one shows up ...

we figure you guys are happy, ” Gulyas
said.

Gulyas said the town has been covering
utility losses with money from the general
fund for several years now, and the blame
rests on the mayor and council.

Resident John Watson voiced his
frustrations about the situation during
a budget meeting.

“You're the ones that got us into this
mess and now you’re putting it onto us
to get you out of it, and I think that’s
very unfair,” Watson said. “I'm upset
and I'm not happy. And I don’t mean
this as a threat ... but elections have
consequences.”

The general fund had about $6.2
million approved for fiscal year 2020 as
opposed to the roughly $7.2 million for
fiscal year 2019, according to budget re-
ports. That’s a 13.80 percent decrease.

The water utility rate went up to 5
percent, and the sewer utility’s rate rose
by 25 percent for the fiscal year 2020
budget.

“These increases are needed to en-
sure these three utilities no longer need
to borrow from the general fund to sup-
port their operations,” Williams said.

The town’s water fund budget de-
creased by 18.79 percent for fiscal year
2020, according to budget reports.
There was about $1.2 million approved
for fiscal year 2019 and nearly
$916,000 approved for fiscal year
2020.

The sewer fund budget decreased by
7.72 percent, or about $200,000,
budget reports show. There was about

$2.6 million approved for fiscal year
2019 and approximately $2.4 million
for fiscal year 2020.

Berlin’s electric utility’s budget de-
creased by 7.12 percent, according to
budget reports. There was about $5.7
million approved for fiscal year 2019
and about $5.3 million approved for fis-
cal year 2020.

The stormwater fund budget for next
year also decreased by 71.69 percent, or
about $1.2 million. There was about
$1.6 million approved for fiscal year
2019’s budget and nearly $455,000 ap-
proved for fiscal year 2020.

Property tax rates were also a con-
tentious issue during the fiscal year
2020 budget session. At the beginning
of budget discussions, officials antici-
pating increasing them anywhere from
20 to 34 percent.

“I was outraged when I heard that
Berlin may increase their taxes up to 34
percent ... and possibly raise their sewer
and stormwater rates as well,” said res-
ident Jason Bratten. “If there is an in-
crease, it should be in phases from at
least three-to-five years ... not all at one
time.”

Resident Jim Meckley said a recent
budget listening session at Stephen De-
catur High School drew about 200 peo-
ple, many of whom many told
heart-wrenching stories about how in-
creases could affect them.

“People cried,” he said. “And mayor,
at the first work session, you sit down
and open your meeting and ask for a 29
percent raise. [That’s] irresponsible.”

Williams proposed a 20-cent in-
crease in the property tax rate, from 68
to 88 cents per $100 of evaluation, for
both residential and commercial prop-
erties.

The tax increases would also amount
to a $600 increase on the annual tax bill
for a home assessed at $300,000.

Representatives of 50 Berlin busi-
nesses signed a letter written by Salt
Water Media owner Stephanie Fowler,
who read the letter to the town officials
during the public comment portion of
the meeting.

“We are here because we see the in-
credible potential of this town,” Fowler
said in the letter. “You have asked for
our input and claimed that our absence
from Town Hall is a silent approval. Let
us fix that now: we are asking that you
do not make it harder to live and work
in Berlin.”

“The residents deserve better. The
business owners deserve better,”
Fowler said in the letter. “Please do bet-
ter.”

The Town Council agreed the 29
percent tax rate, or $.88 per $100 of as-
sessed value, introduced during an
April 22 council meeting was too high.

“It was a good place to start and got
everybody to pay attention,” Williams
said.

The proposed, and eventually agreed
upon rate, would come out to $.80 per
$100 of assessed value for the upcom-
ing fiscal year, according to Williams.
Fiscal year 2021’s rate is “to be deter-
mined.”

OPA reaches agreement for Comcast digital

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Dec. 26, 2019) Apparently respond-
ing to Ocean Pines’ residents requests
for competition among digital service
providers, the Ocean Pines Association
Board of Directors agreed in September
to give Comcast the rights of way it
needs to build a project that will put it
up Mediacom.

The beginning of the end of Media-
com’s decades-long exclusive contract to
deliver internet and cable TV to Ocean
Pines customers took place on Sept. 10.
The board agreed to give Comcast ac-
cess to association rights of way so it can
install its own network along the same
routes as Mediacom.

Mediacom has been the sole Internet
and cable provider in Ocean Pines since
it bought American Cable TV in 1997.

In a “History of Ocean Pines, Mary-
land,” author E.A. Rogers said the OPA
cable franchise, which was initially
granted in 1978, was taken over by Sim-
mons Cable TV after it purchased Triad
CATV in 1987, which was subsequently
sold to American Cable TV in 1992.

To clear a path for Comcast to enter
the market, the board in July revised
contact terms with Mediacom, which
eliminated an exclusivity agreement for
use of easements and rights of way per-
mitted in the 1970s under federal law.
In 2008, the FCC killed that regulation.

Prior to reaching agreement with
Comcast, OPA President Doug Parks
said the previous contact with Media-
com dated to 1998 and included exclu-
sivity rights granted initially in 1978.

“Once we signed a new contract with
Mediacom, it removed that concept of
exclusivity,” he said.

Matching the soon-to-follow Com-
cast terms, the Mediacom agreement
was revised as a right of way contract,
Parks said.

The renegotiated Mediacom contact
altered previous terms that granted the
association 3 percent of gross revenues
from cable service to now permit collec-
tion of 1.6 percent of all services, includ-
ing phone and Internet.

The lower percentage collected for an
increased array of services would likely

balance out financially, with Parks esti-
mating the association would continue
to net in the area of $150,000 annually.

During the Comcast contract signing
in September, Parks said those terms
were negotiated at the same percentage
of return as the Mediacom arrange-
ment.

“We are collecting the same 1.6 per-
cent, and it’s not a franchise fee, it’s a
right-to-access fee,” he said.

Parks was also quick to note the
pending introduction of Comcast serv-
ices would not preclude the continued
involvement of Mediacom or affect cur-
rent customers.

“This is not a replacement,” he said.
“They will be in addition to the incum-
bent vendor which is Mediacom.”

Parks also highlighted the involve-
ment of OPA Attorney Jeremy Tucker
and former Board member Tom Terry
during the contract negotiations with
Comcast.

Terry, commenting during the con-
tract signing in September, said the ini-
tial conversations trace back nearly two

years.

“At that point, their offer came back
with, basically, everybody in Ocean
Pines has to buy service through the
OPA and that was rejected,” he said.

During the interim, Terry said the
lines of communication remained open
regrading service options until Comcast
recently came back to the table with
more palatable terms.

“Basically, it’s an unsolicited offer,”
he said.

Terry said introducing competition
for cable and internet services could lead
to innovative approaches beneficial to
consumers.

“When you had a contract, which was
Mediacom-only for years here, no one
could come in and compete,” he said.

In September, Parks said the Com-
cast deal also specified terms to provide
required infrastructure, with the entire
community build-out required to be fin-
ished within five years.

“We don’t get to pick who gets built
out first, but one of the things we did tell
See COMCAST Page 27
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out repeating any. There is re-
ally only one solution to each
puzzle.

Answers to last oEn F A
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Calendar

Submit calendar items to: editor@oceancitytoday.net.
Submission deadline is 5 p.m. Monday, the week of
publication. Local submissions have priority. Area
event listings are subject to space availability.

Thurs., Dec. 26

3D THURSDAY

Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington
St., 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Visit the li-
brary to see the 3D printer in action.
Enter a raffle for a free 3D print.
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org

OPEN ICE SKATING

Worcester County Recreation Center,
6030 Public Landing Road, 12:00 PM -
7:00 PM. Featuring open skating on the
new synthetic ice rink. The cost per per-
son is $2, which includes skate rental
and unlimited skating for the day. Chil-
dren under the age of 14 must be accom-
panied by an adult at all times. Children
age 6 and younger are not permitted to
skate without an adult on the ice with
them. Allen Swiger, aswiger@co.worces-
ter.md.us, 410-632-2144, Ext. 2520

FIRESIDE CHAT

Berlin library, 13 Harrison Ave., 3:00
PM. Explore new authors and genres
during this lively chat about favorite

good reads. http://www.worcesterli-
brary.org

FREE FAMILY HOLIDAY ACTIVITY

Dunes Manor Hotel, 2800 Baltimore
Ave., 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM. Featuring
Christmas Trivia with prizes. Surprise
questions of Christmas history, holiday
facts and holiday cheer.
http://www.dunesmanor.com

BEACH SINGLES

Thursdays - Harpoon Hanna'’s, 39064
Harpoon Road, Fenwick Island, DE,
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM. Beach Singles, 45
years and older, meet for happy hour.
Info: 302-436-9577, 410-524-0649 or
BeachSingles.org

GRIEF SUPPORT

Thursdays - Ocean Pines library, 11107
Cathell Road, 11:00 AM. Coastal Hos-
pice provides grief support and educa-
tion. Participants work together to help
each other navigate through grief at
their own pace. Free and open to the
public. Nicole Long, 443-614-6142

Fri., Dec. 27

FREE FAMILY HOLIDAY ACTIVITY
Dunes Manor Hotel, 2800 Baltimore
Ave. Featuring Zippy’s Ugly Sweater
Party, 7-9 p.m. (featuring drink spe-
cials). http://www.dunesmanor.com

FIBER FRIENDS

Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
10:00 AM. Bring your lap work and join
this group as they knit, crochet and em-
broider. All are welcome. Victoria
Christie-Healy, 703-507-0708,
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org

OPEN ICE SKATING

Worcester County Recreation Center,
6030 Public Landing Road, 12:00 PM -
7:00 PM. Featuring open skating on the
new synthetic ice rink. The cost per per-
son is $2, which includes skate rental
and unlimited skating for the day. Chil-
dren under the age of 14 must be accom-
panied by an adult at all times. Children
age 6 and younger are not permitted to
skate without an adult on the ice with
them. Allen Swiger, aswiger@co.worces-
ter.md.us, 410-632-2144, Ext. 2520

Sat., Dec. 28

FREE FAMILY HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES

Dunes Manor Hotel, 2800 Baltimore
Ave. Featuring Holiday DIY Treats, 2-3
p.m. (featuring creation and design of
tasty goodies); Holiday Arts & Crafts, 1-2
p.m. (featuring creation of Christmas-
themed ornaments and gifts).
http://www.dunesmanor.com

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BREAKFAST BUFFET
Whaleyville United Methodist Church,
11716 Sheppards Crossing Road, 7:00
AM - 10:00 AM. Buffet will include pan-
cakes, bacon, sausage, scrapple, scram-
bled eggs, chipped beef, hash brown
potatoes, toast, fruit and assorted bever-
ages. Cost is $8 for adults and $4 for
children.

OPEN ICE SKATING

Worcester County Recreation Center,
6030 Public Landing Road, 12:00 PM -
7:00 PM. Featuring open skating on the
new synthetic ice rink. The cost per per-
son is $2, which includes skate rental
and unlimited skating for the day. Chil-
dren under the age of 14 must be accom-
panied by an adult at all times. Children
age 6 and younger are not permitted to
skate without an adult on the ice with
them. Allen Swiger, aswiger@co.worces-
ter.md.us, 410-632-2144, Ext. 2520

YAKOV SMIRNOFF - HAPPILY EVER LAUGH-
TER

Ocean City Performing Arts Center, in
the Ocean City convention center, 4001
Coastal Highway, 7:30 PM. Doors open
at 7 p.m. Yakov Smirnoff is an iconic co-
median, movie star and best-selling au-

thor. He continues to inspire others with
his message that America is still What a
County! Tickets cost $47, $38 and $29.
410-289-2800, http://www.ticketmas-
ter.com

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239
Ocean Parkway, 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM.
Featuring live music, chef demos, chil-
dren’s activities and other special
events. Shop for everything from fresh
local produce to unique handmade arti-
san goods. Open to the public.

Sun., Dec. 29

FREE FAMILY HOLIDAY ACTIVITY

Dunes Manor Hotel, 2800 Baltimore
Ave. Featuring Art Bar, 5-6 p.m. (an
adult activity featuring craft cocktail les-
son from the Dunes’ resident mixolo-
gist). http://www.dunesmanor.com

OPEN ICE SKATING

Worcester County Recreation Center,
6030 Public Landing Road, 1:00 PM -
6:00 PM. Featuring open skating on the
new synthetic ice rink. The cost per per-
son is $2, which includes skate rental
and unlimited skating for the day. Chil-
dren under the age of 14 must be accom-
panied by an adult at all times. Children
age 6 and younger are not permitted to
skate without an adult on the ice with
them. Allen Swiger, aswiger@co.worces-
ter.md.us, 410-632-2144, Ext. 2520

YAKOV SMIRNOFF - HAPPILY EVER LAUGH-
TER

Ocean City Performing Arts Center, in
the Ocean City convention center, 4001
Coastal Highway, 4:30 PM. Doors open
at 4 p.m. Yakov Smirnoff is an iconic co-
median, movie star and best-selling au-
thor. He continues to inspire others with
his message that America is still What a
County! Tickets cost $47, $38 and $29.
410-289-2800, http://www.ticketmas-
ter.com

Mon., Dec. 30

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY MEETING
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, 5:00
PM - 6:30 PM. TOPS is a weekly support
and educational group promoting
weight loss and healthy lifestyle. Berlin
group No. 169. Rose Campion, 410-641-
0157

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 7:00 PM.
Come and sing. Drop-ins welcome.
Carol, 410-641-6876

Tues., Dec. 31

NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATION AND FIRE-

WORKS

Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean
City, MD. A fireworks show at midnight
to celebrate the beginning of 2020 and
the 27th Annual Winterfest of Lights.
There will be live entertainment, hot
chocolate and the opportunity to ride
through the Winterfest of Lights. 410-
289-2800 or 800-626-2326

BERLIN NEW YEAR’S EVE BALL DROP CEL-
EBRATION

Downtown Berlin. Featuring two New
Year’s Eve Ball Drop celebrations. A kids
celebration will be held from 5-7 p.m.
with a ball drop at 6 p.m. The second
celebration will be held from 10 p.m. to
12:30 a.m. with DJ’s Big Al Reno and
Schwab, dancing, beer, food vendors
and a ball drop at midnight.

Wed., Jan. 1

NEW YEAR’S DAY ASSATEAGUE ISLAND
BEACH WALK

Assateague State Park, 6915 Stephen
Decatur Hwy., 1:00 PM. Assateague
Coastal Trust to lead the Ilia Fehrer -
Judy Johnson Memorial Walk. Meet at
the State Park concession stand. Partici-
pants are asked to wear clothes and
shoes appropriate for the weather (rain,
snow or shine). Hot chocolate served on
the concession deck following the walk.
To save on disposables, personal mugs
are encouraged. Dogs on a leash are wel-
come only as far as the boundary of the
State Park. Billy Weiland, billy@actfor-
bays.org, 443-366-4866,
http://www.ACTforBays.org/Events

PENGUIN SWIM

Princess Royale Hotel, 9100 Coastal
Highway, 1:00 PM. Featuring fun and
games in the Atrium on the second floor,
awards for top fundraisers, costume
contest, gifts for oldest/youngest pen-
guins and dollar carnival games. Swim-
mers earn an official Penguin Swim
short-sleeve T-shirt for their $25 regis-
tration fee. Additional prizes can be
earned. Proceeds benefit Atlantic Gen-
eral Hospital. Visit www.aghpenguin-
swim.org or #OCPenguinSwim on
Facebook, twitter and Instagram. Ad-
vance check-in and registration avail-
able on New Year’s Eve from 2-4 p.m. in
the Premier Lobby. Joy Stokes, js-
tokes@atlanticgeneral.org, 410-641-
9671, https://aghpenguinswim.org

MAYOR’S NEW YEAR'’S DAY CONCERT
Ocean City Performing Arts Center, in
the Ocean City convention center, 4001
Coastal Highway, 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM,
All residents and visitors are welcome to
attend this free event. After a brief meet
and greet with Ocean City elected offi-
cials and community partners, the 2020
Mayor’s New Year’s Day Concert will
feature Beatlegacy. 410-289-2800
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Heron Park chemical spill: space still closed

By Rachel Ravina
Staff Writer

(Dec. 26, 2019) The spill of sodium
hydroxide at Heron Park this year
turned out to burn more than the grass
around it — it was projected to burn
through more than $280,000 by the
time the cleanup of the caustic chemical
could be completed.

The park, previously known as Berlin
Falls Park, a former Tyson chicken pro-
cessing plant, was closed after an undis-
closed amount of sodium hydroxide
(caustic soda or lye) was spilled in June
during demolition work by a contractor.

“I'think... this has been more compli-
cated a bigger challenge than any of us
foresaw,” said Mayor Gee Wllliams dur-
ing a September interview.

Sodium hydroxide is extremely alka-
line and can be used as an industrial
cleaning agent, because it dissolves
grease, fat and oils, while it is also used
in the manufacture of paper.

Berlin officials said they learned of the
incident around 11:45 a.m. on June 26
after a Facebook post began circulating
about the spill, according to former
Managing Director Jeff Fleetwood, who
now serves as the town administrator.

Town staff contacted the town’s con-
sulting firm, EA Engineering, Science
and Technology Inc., Chesapeake Envi-
ronmental Services and the Maryland

Department of the Environment.

Williams also said the town was made
aware of the incident when the liquid
“found its way into the soil” and “gath-
ered into a small pool.”

The spill was located “adjacent to two
ponds,” according to a statement from
Williams. He said tests were done and
“no chemicals were found” in the ponds.

While the circumstances of the spill
were unclear and are still pending results
of an investigation, Williams did confirm
the spill happened at some point during
the building’s demolition process.

“We're very restricted in what we can
say because of potential legal issues,”
Williams said earlier this month.

Chesapeake Environmental Services
handled the clean-up process, which cost
more than $200,000. During a Septem-
ber interview with the Bayside Gazette
discussing the matter, Williams did ap-
pear to take ownership of the incident.

“Tt doesn’t matter if we knew or not,”
Williams said. “We're still responsible for
cleaning it up and suffering the conse-
quences.”

The Maryland Department of the En-
vironment and Environmental Protec-
tion Agency continued investigating the
release of sodium hydroxide on park
grounds.

Town officials first closed the park
after receiving advice from the Worces-

ter County Fire Marshal’s Office. At first,
Allen said that “we received clearance
from the fire marshal to have the fire-
works” on July 3 at the site on Old Ocean
City Boulevard.”

Allen said she expected the park to be
closed for roughly two to three weeks,
but it ended up being shut down for
more than one month.

The park reopened about six weeks
later, for a short time.

In order to cover the extensive costs
from the chemical spill, the town drew
from its contingency fund and used the
$150,000 previously set aside for park
improvements.

Williams also said the town will have
spent about $283,000 once everything
is completed.

During a Sept. 23 meeting, the Town
Council approved closing the park indef-
initely. Councilman Dean Burrell was
the sole dissenter in a 3-1 vote.

Williams informed staff, council
members and residents during the same
meeting that Goody Hill Groundwork
could finish the remaining demolition if
the town authorized up to $55,000 to
pay for a series of projects.

Williams’ initiative was dismissed
after receiving opposition from the pub-
lic and some council members. When
asked how it would be paid for, Williams
suggested borrowing from another fund

Comcast begins build-out in Pines

Continued from Page 24

them was that we wanted to make sure
that the highest priority we had was to
build a backup business network at the
Yacht Club and the other amenities,” he
said.

Parks also noted Comcast has also
agreed to provide Wi-Fi access points
and video outlets.

“We’re putting public Wi-Fi out at all
the different amenities,” he said. “We
pay nothing for the Wi-Fi.”

The Comcast build-out could open
the community to even further service
providers in the future.

“So while Mediacom was required to
keep their network available for every-
one, Comcast has to build a network for
everyone,” Parks said. “Which sets the
stage for any other carrier who wants to
come in [to] not just cherry pick where
they want to go.”

Terry said opening the community to
additional service providers is a topic for
discussion.

“That’s one of the issues that, going
forward, Ocean Pines has to decide —
how many carriers do they want to allow
to utilize the right of ways?” he said.
“There’s no guidelines that’s been estab-
lished by the board, that I know of, to
govern that.”

The Comcast terms also stipulate

that transmission lines must be under-
ground, with the OPA allowed to review
build-out, or design, plans, Terry said.

“That allows us to understand what
communities are going first, second,
third, fourth,” he said. “We don’t pick
that, they’re picking that, but at least we
will be able to communicate with the
community as to their plans.”

Parks said in terms of the eventual
service packages offered by Comcast,
the association only reached agreement
to provide access to easements and right
of ways, which does include dictating
consumer pricing.

After breaking ground on its multi-
year infrastructure build-out the day be-
fore Thanksgiving, Comcast officials
held a town hall meeting on Dec. 3 to
provide residents details about the on-
going work.

At that meeting, Terry said the even-
tual payoff comes with an initial sacri-
fice.

“Itis my job to inform you ... that this
is going to be a construction site,” he
said. “Be aware this is not going to be a
pristine finger-food effort.”

Comcast Director of Technical Oper-
ations Tom Yates outlined plans to in-
stall fiber optic cable to feed specific
nodes, or areas of homes, typically com-
prising 60 residences.

“What we’re building here is a hybrid
fiber-coax network,” he said.

Yates said Ocean Pines service net-
work would consist of 130 nodes divided
into eight sections.

“We’ll be able to do the activations by
sections,” he said.

Individual properties will be con-
nected to adjacent nodes within 1,000
feet by coaxial cable

“We’ll be putting new cable all the
way to the side of your house,” he said.

Yates also said lines would be placed
about two-feet underground.

“We will not cut driveways and we
will not cut roads,” he said.

Noting the entire scope of work
would likely run until at least early 2021,
Yates said more precise estimates would
be forthcoming.

“We’ll need about a month to under-
stand how much we can do in a given
day,” he said. “We'll know more as we
get into the month of December.”

Yates said the first two sections, lo-
cated in the northwest area of Ocean
Pines, should be completed by the mid-
dle of 2020.

“Before we'll do any construction,
you'll see a door tag that will be placed
in every home a couple days prior,” he
said. “Our commitment, from a restora-
tion perspective, is as good or better.”

or from money set aside for a commu-
nity center.

Fleetwood suggested releasing re-
quests for proposals for a scaled-back
version of the remaining demolition
projects.

Fleetwood called Williams’ proposal
a “high-end figure” that was “making a
lot of assumptions for the unknowns.”

Fleetwood also clarified that “the un-
knowns” consisted of a scenario where
underground piping could be discovered
during the excavation process.

“I also want to emphasize that the dis-
cussion that evening about $55,000 ...
that was [a] worst-case scenario,” he
said.

Fleetwood said officials planned to
more of take a realistic approach by del-
egating some of the work to town staff.
He added that they would remove some
debris and “backfill” any existing holes
with dirt.

Bids were due Nov. 20. Once staff
open bids, the successful bidder would
then go before the mayor and council.
The exact meeting date is unclear.

Education funding
recommendations
affect Worcester

Continued from Page 20

there is still no clear plan whatsoever for
how either the state or the counties will
pay this massive price tag.”

Hogan added that it would require a
39 percent increase in personal income
tax, an 89 percent sales tax increase and
a 535 percent property tax increase,
which would create an $18 million state
deficit.

Vince Tolbert, chief financial officer
for Worcester County Public Schools,
said the numbers could result in more
of the same for this district.

“Based on this ... the fact that wealth
equalization is going to continue to be a
part of the formula concerns us, because
the state considers us a very wealthy
county even though 42 percent of kids
come from poverty, so that does concern
us,” Tolbert said in an October interview.

Worcester County education officials
and elected leaders attended a public
meeting on Nov. 12 in Annapolis.

“The Kirwan recommendations, if
adopted in their current form, would
deepen the disparity between what is
fair and what is not,” Worcester County
Commissioner Chip Bertino said during
the public hearing.

Carozza was one of three Kirwan
Commission members who voted
against the funding

The recommendations passed, and
the approved potential policies will go
before state leaders when the General
Assembly reconvenes on Jan. 8.
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Classifieds now appear
in Ocean City Today &
the Bayside Gazette

each week and online at
oceancitytoday.com
and baysideoc.com.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED RENTALS

JOIN OUR GROWING TEAM!

Real Hospitality Group is now hiring for:

ACCOUNTING TRAINER

At least five years of Hotel/Food & Beverage
experience and a deep understancing of hotel
property management and Point of Sale systems.

Apply online at:
www.realhospitalitygroup.com/careers

12800 Hospitality Way

- Ocean City, MD 21842

3 & _Hiring ALL
"\_/ Positions!!
G
FOOO-FUEL-FAST
Full time & Part time
To apply go to:
www.mygcjob.com

is now accepting applications for the
following positions:

Cooks, A/V Staff, Painter,
General Maintenance,

P/T Distillery Tour Guide

For more details or to apply,
please go online to
www.seacrets.com/employment

HIRING ALL

POSITIONS!

-':< b ST
Full time & Part time
Stop by our location on
52nd street!
or call 443-664-2825

ZNDUNKIN®
\%oguun"

AMERICA RUNS ON DUNKIN®

NOW HIRING!!

Production Crew
for our WOC kitchen facility
$14-$16/hr.

Apply online at:
www.delmarvadd.com

Office Assistant
Needed

Full-time Position
Seasonal (or) Year Round

We have two busy rental offices We are looking for someone
who can assist in our Ocean Pines and Ocean City office.

1 References required/Real Estate License a Plus

U Professional/Friendly

1 Must be willing travel to properties mostly in Ocean
Pines and Ocean City.

1 Must work most weekends as needed — No Evenings

1 Administrative skills needed

Please fax resumes letters and references to or
inquiries to
Hileman Real Estate, Inc.
Attn: Chris to fax # 410-208-9562 or email
Hilemanre@aol.com

LACROSSE COACHES

Worcester Preparatory School, a coeducational college
preparatory day school serving over 500 students in grades
PK-12, is currently seeking Head and Assistant Coaches for
Boys Lacrosse. Minimum of 2 yrs. experience and CJIS
Background Screening required. EOE

Contact: Matt McGinnis

410-641-3575 or
mmcginnis @worcesterprep.org

Womcrsiin Pri oo Scioo

- Work At The BEACH...
& Work With The BEST!!

Top wages, excellent benefits package and free
employee meal available to successful candidates.

Clarion
Resort

Employment Opportunities:

Year Round, Full/Part Time: Banquet Server,
Server, Bartender, Busser, Hostess/Host,
Food Runner, Front Desk, Pool Attendants,
Line Cooks, Lobby Attendants, Housestaff,
Room Attendants, VWash Room,
Maintenance, Dishwasher

Free employee meal and
excellent benefits.

Clarion Resort Fontainebleau Hotel
Attn: Human Resources Dept.
10100 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MID 21842
Phone: 410-524-3535 Fax: 410-723-9109

EOE M/F/D

RESORTQUEST, FT/YR SENIOR
T OFFICE COORDINATOR

for a fast-paced office in the Housekeeping department. Full-time, year round,
with benefits. Must be able to work weekends & holidays. Prior office experience
preferred; customer service skills & the ability to multi task is required.

Apply online: wyndcareers.com
or contact Michelle Blades at: Michelle.Blades@wynvr.com

Employment is contingent on drug screen & background check. ResortQuest is an EOE.

JOIN OUR GROWING TEAM!
Real Hospitality Group is now hiring for:

ACCOUNTANTS

Apply online at:
www.realhospitalitygroup.com/careers

12800 Hospitality Way - Ocean City, MD 21842

Maintenance - YR, 32-40
hrs. wk. Dependable
Handy in all areas. Must
have tools/transportation.
Call 410-250-1111 or send
resume to
fred@paradiseoc.com.

Chairside

DENTAL ASS'T.
Experience Preferred
Ocean View, DE
Email Resume:
m

olarbiz@yahoo.com

YR RENTAL - 5 Bed / 3 Bath
Home in WOC, Cape Isle of
Wight. Fenced-in back yard,
2-car garage with full upstairs
storage space. New carpet,
paint, will be available around
1/1/20. $1750 per month, plus
electric and cable. Resort
Rentals, 410-524-0285.

‘Become a ‘Better
You in 2020

To Order Product
Call Christine
443-880-8397 or
email: snowhillavon@
comcast.net
To Become an
Avon Representative

Sign Up at www.
ChristinesBeautyShop.com

(S]]
[=]

RENTALS

YR, 3BR, 1.5BA, West
Ocean City. Unfurnished.
$1100/mo. plus one-month
security. Water included.

Call 410-289-5335,
or email
airmasters6300@verizon.net
for more details.

Year-Round Rental
Available in West Ocean
City. 2BR, 1BA.

Call 1-877-289-1616 for
more information.

RAMBLER MOTEL
9942 Elm Street, WOC
(Behind Starbucks)
Sleeps 4, $250 per week
Manager onsite
410-213-1764

WEEKLY - SEASONAL

RENTALS

Maryland 800.633.1000
Delaware 800.442.5626

coLbweLL
VACATIONS @

cbvacatlons com

WINTER WEEKLY
RENTALS

Pool Front Room..$199/wk
Family Room........ $235/wk
2BR Apartment.....$315/wk
3BR Suite............. $400/wk

Burgundy Inn
1210 Philadelphia Ave.
410-289-8581

i '
REAL ESTATE INC

Yearly & Seasonal

entals
We Welcome Pets
7700 Coastal Hwy
410-524-7700

www.holidayoc.com

Winter-Short Term Rentals ~ until 4/15/20

ALL units: fully furnished,

+ SUNSET DR - 2 bdrm, 1.5 ba. Apt., $700/mo.

+ TIBURON 139TH ST - 3 bdrm, 2 ba. Condo $900/mo.

+ GOLF COURSE RD - 2 bdrm, 1 ba. Apt., $600/mo.

+ SILVERPOINT LANE - 3 bdrm, 2 ba. Home $950/mo.
include cable & TV, Wi-Fi,
washer/dryer. Require: sec. dep., electric, references

410 213-8090 or email: events@oceanpromotions.info

RENTNL

410-208-9200

3BR, 2BA Single Family Starting at $1200

4BR, 2BA Single Family Starting at $1450

Available Winter Seasonal Rentals @
www.hilemanrealestate.com

HLEMAN REAL ESTATE.

SaSALES
CALL US TODAY!

Open 6 Days A Week
Mon.-Sat., 9-6
* Berlin * Ocean City *
* Ocean Pines *
* Snow Hill *

Online WWWw.oceancitytoday.com

Convenient, quick, no waiting, no calls ~ Days, nights and weekends

Place An Ad
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RENTALS REAL ESTATE COMMERCIAL FOR SALE FURNITURE

JUMPIN’ JACK FLASH
FURNITURE WAREHOUSE -- NEW AND USED
Pick-Up & Delivery Available
410-250-7000
146th Street, Ocean City

Ocean City, Waterfront
w/Boat Slip. 2 bdrms, taste-
fully furnished, year lease,
$1,100/mo. with sec. dep.
Email: molly@mollyb.com or
call 443-366-0990.

YR Ocean Pines. Large 2
story. 3BR, 2.5BA, screened
porch, fireplace, oversized
garage. No smoking, no pets.
Good credit. Security deposit
plus utilities. $1495 per
month. 301-509-6515

WINTER RENTAL - 1BR,
Beachy, Poolside Apartment
- 47th Street. Avail.
December 1. $600/mo.
Utilities & cable TV included.
www.oceancity21.com
443-506-2738

REAL ESTATE

2 Bedroom, 2.5 bath,
107 123rd Street, Unit 41,
Bayside. $203,400.
Email for details:
OC.prop.to.sell@gmail.
com

$59,900 cash buys you a
BEAUTIFUL mobile home!
Thoroughly renovated, near
boat ramp. Lot rent
$425/month.
Call Howard Martin Realty
410-352-5555

Remodeled From
Foundation Up, 3BR, 2BA
Home on .25 Acre
In Bishopville. No HOA.
$239,000
Call Howard Martin Realty,
410-352-5555.

2 Bedroom, 2.5 bath,
12 128th St., Unit 16,
Ocean Block. $193,900.
Email for more information:
OC.prop.to.sell@
gmail.com

COMMERCIAL

1 Office/Retail Space &
1 Warehouse Unit available
in West Ocean City.
Call 443-497-4200

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT
Spacious, climate-
controlled corner office
with beautiful views,
available in Class A office
building. Use of
Conference Room and
reception area, in a
modern, well-maintained
building, in prime mid-town
Ocean City location.
Call 410-524-3440 for
appointment.

Berlin: 225 sq. ft. Office
Space, $350/mo. includes
utilities. 120 sq. ft. Storage

Sheds, each $95/mo.
Call 410-726-5471.

SERVICES

House and Rental Clean Out,
small and local moving, and
removal of junk and furniture.
Also, will clean out garages/
sheds. 302-222-7297, 302-
422-9390

DONATIONS

Do you have an old bicycle
not being used? [t could
mean a world of difference to
a hard-working international
student. We are looking to
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at
443-975-3065.

| www.oceancitytoday.net |

SERVICES

BUDGET MOVERS

443-664-5797
LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING
Full Packing Service

Piano Movers - Full Service
www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

Split, seasoned, ready to
burn Mixed Hardwood.
Local business.
$150 per cord, plus delivery.
410-726-2887, please

leave a m ge.

Classifieds 410-723-6397 |

Serving the Newspapers of
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
NETWORK

AUTOMOBILE DONATIONS
DONATE AUTOS, TRUCKS,
RVs Lutheran Mission Society
of MD. Compassion Place
ministries help local families
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing Tax deductible. MVA li-
censed #W1044.
410-636-0123 www.Com-
passionPlace.org

MEDICAL LEGAL SERVICES
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?
You And Your Family May Be
Entitled To Significant Cash
Award. Call 844-591-5210 for
information. No Risk. No
Money Out of Pocket.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Place a business card ad in
the Regional Small Display
2x2/2x4 Advertising Network
— Let MDDC help you grow
your business! Call TODAY at
410-212-0616 to increase
your customer base and get
results.

EDUCATION/CAREER
TRAINING

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAIN-
ING — Get FAA certification to
fix planes. Financial Aid if qual-
ified. Approved for military
benefits.

Call Aviation Institute of

Maintenance 866-823-6769

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

REAL ESTATE
Delaware New  Move-In
Ready Homes! Low Taxes!
Close to Beaches, Gated,
Olympic pool. Homes from
low $100's, No HOA Fees.
Brochures Available
1-866--629-0770 or
www.coolbranch.com

SERVICES-
MISCELLANEOUS
Increase your customer base
and get great results by plac-
ing your ads in the MDDC -
Classified Advertising net-
work! Call today 410-212-
0616 Ask for Multi-Media
Specialist - Wanda & watch

your results grow.

Advertise in MDDC
410-723-6397

106 papers with a circulation of
2.3 million and readership of 4.9 million!

s el

OPEN HOUSES DEC. 26 - JAN. 2

I

= T

=N

DAY/TIME ~ ADDRESS BR/BA STYLE PRICE AGENCY/AGENT

Daily Assateague Point, Berlin 1BR/2BR/3BR Mobile From $100,000 Tony Matrona/Resort Homes

Sat-Mon, 11-4pm Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside 1BR/2/BR/3BR/4/BR+ Condo, Towns & SF — Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate

Fri-Sun 11-5pm 9800 Mooring View Ln., #32 West Harbor Village 3BR/2.5BA Duplex/Townhouse From Low $300,000s Kathleen Clark/Monogram Realty

Saturday 12-2 10 Leslie Mews, Ocean Pines 4BR/3.5BA Single Family $699,900 Cindy Crockett/Hileman Real Estate

Saturday 10-1

7139 Arcadia Crl., Newark, MD 2BR/2BA New Construction $204,900

Lauren Bunting/Bunting Real Estate

), il ' C—— . S

3 I-.. L ‘.-Z.-I“fs- | - - -
Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular Ocean City Today & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. For all other REALTORS?, there is a weekly charge of $10 per listing. @ [E

Your Online Community: www.baysideoc.com
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CALL

MONDAY

ol \ Eﬁﬁ TMW/

Advertise Your
Business with Us!

Call Nancy at
410-723-6397

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER
COMPLETE BODY SHOP
Auto Sales & Service ¢ Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists
TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE

ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD ROUTE 50, BERLIN
410-641-5262 410-641-3200

CLEANINGSERVICES

BEACH CARPET
. CLEANING .-

“\*  Robert Tanner: ~
‘Owner/Operator Since 1 989

.

Upholstery Cleaning ¢ Scotchgard ¢ Deodorizing
Residential & Commercial ¢ Licensed & Insured

amm

Famlly Dwned and Operated Since 1983

CLEANING SERVICES |

CARPET CARE

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
Grout Cleaning

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES
CI.AI*BIA’S CLEANING SERVICES

- Residential & Commercial
- House Sitting

« Organization

- Light Yard Work

- 302.864.7031

References Available

CLEANING SERVICES

5100 OFF

New Customer

merry
maids

Relax. It's Done..

* New Weekly or Bi-Weekly Customer
* $25 off your first 4 Cleanings
* Cannot be combined with
any other offers
* Some restrictions apply

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE
(410) 641-4100 OC * (410) 749-0100 Salisbury * (302) 629-2600 DE

CLEANING SERVICES

i{ | UnderGover Cleaning Services

| \\\ APROFESSIONAL CLEANING
AN SERVICE

Donna Snyder - Owner
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
8 Robin Hood Trail
Berlin, MD 21811
443-513-4024 - office
301-712-5224 - cell

undercovercleaning@outlook.com
www.undercovercleaningservices.com

COSMETICS

ANV O N

the company for women

* cosmetics

_ e skin care

- body care
 fragrances
* giffs

* & more!

CHRISTINE BROWN independent sales representative
443-234-5262

order online: www.christinesbeautyshop.com

CUSTOM GIFTS

Photos and Film to DVD

Copy Central ONE STOP SHOP FORALL |73

YOUR PERSONAL AND BUSINESS NEEDS K&

D6 3 E Road Dcesd
Ope 0 9a D 410-208-064 opycentralmd.co

500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3
Berlin, Maryland 21811

DENTAL
DePalma Dental, ccc

Michael DePalma, D.D.S.
Errin DePalma, D.D.S.

Phone: 410-641-3222
www.depalmadental.com

FIREPLACES

* SALES, SERVICE, AND INSTALLATION *
* GAS, WOOD BURNING, AND PELLET *
* CUSTOM MANTELS & ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS *

(\),

Fireplace  302.436.9250
S - 5 38205 DuPont Blvd.
W Selbyville

ELECTRICIAN
Raymond O’Brocki Jr.

Master Electrician
443 691 0544 Call or Text

Same Rate Day, Evening, Weekends

35 Years Experience

No Job Too Small! Free Estimates!
Residential/Commercial/Emergencies!
MD Lic #2268 Worcester Co Lic #M1337

& Sharpening Service

FURNITURE REPAIR
Peter’s Repair Shop

Furniture Repair & Refinishing
Caning ® Rushing
Shaker Webbing

We Sharpen: Knives, Scissors, Tools, Mower Blades

Free Pick-Up & Delivery

410-603-7582

HANDYMAN SERVICES
MIKE’S

CERAMIC TILE
& YARD MAINTENANCE

410-641-7420

¢ Kitchen Backsplash

* All Flooring

* Tub 8 Shower Recaulking

¢ Tile Repairs & Drywall Repair
* Junk Removal

* Powerwashing

* Gutters Cleaned

* Yard Clean Up/Mowing
* Weeding/Mulching Beds
* Flower Planting

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME REPAIRS / &‘
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Painting * Wall Covering
Carpentry e Tilework

Small Jobs Welcomed!

410-726-7944

MHIC#35974 www.wallartisans.com

PAUL'S HOME IMPROVEMENTS

All phases of home improvements

F

MHIC
#83501

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No job too small - No job too large
Handyman Home Services

REE ESTIMATES

Over 40 years
experience

410-641-1548

BAYSIDEOC.COM
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HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT
PipelLine Wo ke cars o M SINGER CONTRACTING LLC
p A your “To Do" list, —
Contracti ng. L.c so you don’t et | Doug Singer Interior Trim & Finish
. have to! I ‘stablished 1977 EST. 1970 =) Hardwood Floors «
Home Improvement Services Company ) & E Car Ports
Home Improvement & Property Management Services ‘ H 0 me Im provement, I n C . IE;cgr;SSeOd5i(4lnsured ¢ Structural Repair «
';‘"ﬁ””ﬁ”g ey %MZ'R%I” ~ * Commercia Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and DI.E#'1 999201949 =" Regular & Custom Wood Trim
Tile  rdiRepair pperty o US Veterans All Types of Custom Remodeling. Fenwick Island, DE# 04-1489 . Additions
+ Soom Remodeling |~ Lightng Celling  Management Approved Contractor Let’s schedule your Fall & Winter projects! Kitchens - Baths - Ceramic Tile
ici MHIC#68306 Decks + Windows & Doors
Servicing Delaware & Maryland Beaches We ac cept MC/Visa 4 1 0 2 0 8 9 1 5 9
pipelinecontracting.net ¢ info@pipelinecontracting.net . } E-mail: singerco45@gmail.com Cell: 410-726-1040
MDHIC # 107489  DE # 2014100304 PAHIC#104744 + Insured & Licensed| | Iicensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured ® MHIC #8465 QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AT SENSIBLE PRICES
LANDSCAPING LIFE INSURANCE ~ MENTAL HEALTH
E ‘ / ER( : REEN A Smart Approach to Health Coverage for: | 58 =~ % Biaiiatiatie <
% Business Owners : )
LAN DS CAP E S *Self—EmpEo)red ‘.[‘:i‘lEAI-TH e 11022 Nicholas Lane L‘\l
eory g Unit 2 Suite 1 Village Square Center |

& Famili G
Families & Individuals medications / week & weekend appts.

Fora FREE QUOTE contact a Licensed Agent: oS 3 & S
Sam CIayIand AT 2 ~ children / adoles;ents/ adults / geriatric t
: S, compassionate & holistic care 1
( 41 0) 422_ 4977 sam.dayland@ushadvisors.com e r/f

443.783.2224|| "E0T S|

PAINTING PAINTING REAL ESTATE
Zimmerman - Custon PAINTING PAT’S PAINTING IN THE PINES| | Bernie Flax

* DRYWALL REPAIRS . -
* WALLPAPER REMOVED Reliable and Affordable Painting

Broker/Owner, REALTOR’, ABR’, SRS", RSPS™
& Son Lic * DECk & House SPECIALIZING IN CABINET PAINTING Bewie ,J
Painting & Powerwashing ¢ g&LWAYs PROMPT Delaware ~ Ocean Pines ~ Ocean City ~ Berlin ATETHETH
Interior & Exterior ERVICE )
Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years Free Estimates 55 [/] Powerwashing (/] Drywall Repairs EXIT REALTY AT THE BEACH
Licensed & Insured o
NOW ACCEPTING / [] House/Deck Staining [v/] Wallpaper Removal Direct: 410-629-9070
: Office: 410-208-EXIT

10% Discount with this ad. CREPIT CARDS!
VISA W
Bill Zimmerman

410-390-5528 ~ cell 443-373-4539  ““ig Wl
ROOFING ROOFING ROOFING

FREE Written Estimates m
Over 31 Years of Roofing You! * (0 Payments

The BEST Warranties  Locally Owned & Operated Over 20k Served

[/] Custom Painting

Email: bernie@bernieflax.com & (B s

410'641'5957 . www.bernieflax.com Independent

Free Licensed . . Member Broker
Estimates Resident of Ocean Pines & Insured 11002 Manklin Meadows Lane #3 « Ocean Pines, MD 21811

GAF Master Elite Certified 5 Star Skylight Specialists = Financing Ava. * ‘ljzlﬂtereﬂ PARADISE ﬁ@.‘!ﬂ?&nm
- = * 12 Months ptte .
All A\ el * Free Estimates ~ 410-430-2583 . Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement

Amel‘lcan [ __ ROOFING - SIDING Specialist Since 1989

Roofing -/ giiie
1 ; ) WINDOWS - DOO Rs Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946

10545 Friendship Road, Unit 3, Berlin, Maryland 21811

www.roofers.org; 3 " HOME lMPROVEM ENTS mmoesle@shoresidingr,nd.cor'r;

41 0.431 0860 et ' 2 MHIC 114960- Insured- Affordable www.shoresidingmd.com *Licenced in MD, DE &VA

SALON VEHICLE REGISTRATION YOUR BUSINESS

SALON wie BAY Your
y | FREE Ha.lrcuf1 ' LESTAG® : BIISIness
0 w/Color or Hi ow Light Service ekl B 1LEE e
G ﬁf, ’ w/lgllilgLCirillog 9935 STEEII:II:EIRDII-EI(E:IIE\TD ' | card Here!
= = = Call Nancy
410-723-6397

f\fb Gel Manicure ~ $25

With this Ad

9808 Stephen Decatur Hwy., #5 (Rt. 611)
West Ocean City, MD 21842

www.ocsalonbythebay.com

Leaf Fllter NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
suer’ ~° OR YOUR MONEY BACK - GUARANTEED!

0, o SENIOR &
0% =215 %.. it
FINANCING" DISBDUNTS

*Contact us for additional details

BOGO Renewal
40*0FF @ D/ \ndersen. FREE ESTIMATES!

WINDOW REPLACEMENT

call Promo Number: 285 Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat:
B Bam-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
for detail
Lrasl _ The Better Way to CSLBA 1035755 DOPL #10783658-5501 Licensel 7656 Licensad 50145 Licensei 41354 Licensed 99333 Licensed 126344 License# 216204 Licenseis 603 233 977 Licanses

. = - 2U212966. Lcorask 21631045 | kensek 27051521558, [loensell LEAMWEZY Licenset INOSGN2 Lceried WC29658 117 Nassals HIC Ut HO1067000
a Better Window Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 ation#t C127230 PCEATS Registration# IR731804
Registrationa 13v Registrationd® Suffolk H(_Lcensell 52 49.-1
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When it matters
most, trust the
healthcare
prowder W|th the

Treating Cancer For More Than 50 Years

== PENINSULA
== REGIONAL

YOOI MEDICAL CENTER TOP U/J
Five Stars RICHARD A. HENSON CANCER INSTITUTE in the Nation

by Centers for Medicare & g 2
Medicaid Services (2018) SGI'SburYf MD | Ocean Plnes,. MD by Healthgrades (2018)

peninsula.org/cancer
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