
(Jan. 9, 2020) With financials 
complete for more than half of the 
current fiscal year, Ocean Pines Asso-
ciation balance ledgers remain favor-
able to budget by roughly $587,000, 
General Manager John Viola re-
ported Saturday. 

In addition to giving highlights 
from fiscal 2019/2020, Viola also re-
capped ongoing capital projects, and 
previewed fiscal 2020/2021 budget 
preparations during the OPA Board 
of Directors meeting on Jan. 4. 

Viola said the November 2019 fi-
nancials improve upon reasonably 

strong figures from the year before. 
“Last year for the month of No-

vember, we had a $21,000 [favor-
able] budget variance,” he said. “This 
year we almost hit $36,000 for a fa-
vorability of $14,000 over last year.” 

Tracking year-to-date totals seven 
months into the fiscal year also shows 
strong performance totals. 

“We are favorable to budget this 
year approximately $587,000,” he 
said. 

This figure is comprised of rev-
enues, which were budgeted at $11.5 
million, tracking $449,000 ahead of 
estimates. 

Simultaneously, operating ex-
penses also have been curtailed, with 
budgeted costs of $7.9 million track-
ing $138,000 under the mark. 

“On the expense side overall, we 
are favorable, and that’s across the 

board,” he said. 
Viola also noted, however, that the 

remaining months in the current fis-
cal year are traditionally a period of 
higher cash use and lower revenues.  

“We expect the $587,000 to be 
down and we have a forecast for 
that,” he said.  

Viola also recapped the status of 
several construction projects and 
other capital expenditures. 

Starting with the Ocean Pines Golf 
Course, Viola said the new clubhouse 
construction and cart barn replace-
ment are tracking on budget. 

The expanded golf clubhouse facil-
ity remains on pace to open this May, 
with about $266,000 spent to this 
point for the project estimated to run 
$1.6 million in total. 

Viola said the spending figures re-
main under close scrutiny by associ-

ation leadership and board members. 
“At any given time, at any hour of 

the day, I can tell you basically where 
we’re at on it,” he said. “Right now, 
I’m very happy to say we’re under 
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BERLIN NEW YEAR’S EVE 
Downtown Berlin pulsates with thousands of New Year’s Eve revelers cheering in the opening seconds of 2020.

OPA budgeting 
for new year 
gets underway

(Jan. 9, 2020) Work on the Ocean 
Pines Association’s budget for the 
next fiscal year got underway in 
earnest on Monday, when the budget 
and finance committee received pre-
sentations from the individual de-
partments. 

Those presentations, Committee 
Chairmen Dick Keiling said, provided 
the committee with raw information 
about what the departments are 
thinking, and vice versa. 

Keiling also expressed gratitude 
for General Manager John Viola 
preparing the budget binder ahead of 
schedule and providing the commit-
tee members copies before the end of 
last month. 

“We’re glad we have it up front to 

Committee vets first draft, 
hears from dept. heads
By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer
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Ocean Pines Association General Manager John 
Viola presented strong closing financial num-
bers for this November during the board meet-
ing on Saturday.

Viola repeats: things still look good 
Budget-beating numbers 
posted for November, but 
winter will bring decline

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

See BUDGET Page 5

See DEPARTMENTS Page 16

Taylorsneighborhoodrestaurant.com   •  410-208-4260

DINNER & LUNCH  
SPECIALS  

EVERYDAY!

HAPPY HOUR  
EVERYDAY  
FROM 4-7PM 



Page 2 Bayside Gazette January 9, 2020

ARC guideline revisions reviewed
(Jan. 9, 2020) After concerns 

arose over accepting proposed revi-
sions to the OPA Architectural Re-
view Committee guidelines, the 
board of directors on Saturday voted 
5-2, with members Tom Janasek and 
Larry Perrone opposed, to spend two 
weeks reviewing the amended lan-
guage before seeking legal review. 

ARC committee board liaison 
Steve Tuttle initially made a motion 
to accept the architectural guideline 
changes during the directors meeting 
on Jan. 4 after noting the current lan-
guage was originally written in 2006 
and last updated in Feb. 2010. 

Tuttle said the intent was to clarify 
areas of confusion within the associ-
ation rules. 

Janasek took issue with some of 

the proposed changes, beginning 
with fire pit restrictions. 

“There’s so many fire pits in Ocean 
Pines right now, there’s no way you’re 
going to keep up with them,” he said. 

Fencing requirements was another 
problem Janasek raised. 

“We’ve all had issues with fencing 
in Ocean Pines for the last 30 years,” 
he said. 

The third issue concerned trailers. 
“Ocean Pines is a completely dif-

ferent community than it was 10 
years ago [or] 20 years ago,” he said. 
“You’ve got families that run their 
own business.”  

While not endorsing allowing un-
restricted parking for commercial 
trailers in driveways, Janasek did 
suggest that some middle ground so-
lution would be appropriate. 

“There are circumstances where 

someone … that might be working the 
next day [has] a trailer in their drive-
way and they don’t need to get a CPI 
violation notice,” he said. “They 
shouldn’t be there for the whole 
weekend, because obviously that’s a 
different story, but I just think these 
are too restrictive.” 

While appreciative of the yearlong 
process ARC committee members 
undertook to draft the proposed revi-
sions, Janasek said the document 
needs further tweaks.  

“I don’t like the guidelines,” he 
said. “I’d be happy to sit on the com-
mittee and talk about how we can re-
vise them.” 

Board member Camilla Rogers, 
who also serves as liaison to the OPA 
Bylaws and Resolutions Committee, 
also raised some concerns. 

“I think we have a duty to notify 

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer
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the people who are residents of 
Ocean Pines,” she said.  

Rogers said the discussion of the 
proposed changes at the bylaws 
meeting a day earlier included the 
subject of political sign placement.  

While the association can regulate 
placement of OPA candidate signs in 
homeowner’s yards, the same is not 
true for federal, state or local political 
contests.  

“We can’t regulate others and that 
needs to be clarified,” she said. “We 
certainly can’t stifle … someone’s first 
amendment rights.” 

Board member Dr. Colette Horn 
said she was concerned that the revi-
sions suffered from a lack of precise 
language. 

“There needs to be greater consis-
tency in the use of terminology,” she 
said. 

In addition to the political sign 
issue, Horn said she was troubled by 
the vehicle restrictions. 

“We have had challenges to the ve-
hicle section,” she said. “There needs 
to be greater clarity of the definitions 
of the terms within that section.” 

Board member Frank Daly asked if 
a review by legal counsel would be in 
order.  

“From the work I’ve done on en-
forcing declarations, these things are 

extremely complicated,” he said. 
Regardless of the intent behind the 

restrictions, drafting legally plausible 
language is crucial, Daly said. 

“The way that I would say it as a 
layman and the way you would say it 
to fit with our bylaws and resolutions 
in a legal sense, it’s an entirely differ-
ent document,” he said. “It just has to 
be different to hold up if it’s chal-
lenged.” 

Returning to the issue of political 
signs, Tuttle said the proposed guide-
line updates does include a clear def-
inition delineating association 
elections from other contests. 

“Political signs are a freedom of 
speech issue and we cannot restrict 
those the same we can OPA election 
signs,” he said. 

Tuttle also expressed frustration 
with some of the concerns men-
tioned. 

“All of these documents were pre-
sented to you well over a month ago 
for comment,” he said. “I’m a little 
frustrated that no one has sent me a 
single question … and now we have 
these questions coming up.” 

Tuttle also said he had consulted 
with Parks regarding the need for a 
legal review but decided it was unnec-
essary at that time. 

“ARC is an independent commit-

tee and it’s not controlled by the 
board,” he said. “I think that’s impor-
tant to keep in mind.” 

Daly said although a legal review 
of the document would be costly, it 
could be deemed appropriate after 
further advisory committee review. 

“Let’s take people at face value that 
we’ll face legal challenges to these 
documents,” he said. 

Perrone also championed the mer-
its of legal review. 

“It’s critical that it does go to coun-
sel,” he said. “What we’re seeing as 
we try to enforce these regulations is 
that we’re getting challenged by dif-
ferent people.”  

Daly said in practice many people 

employ the threat of legal action 
when not satisfied with outcomes.  

“The fact of the matter is we’re in 
a society where litigation is often con-
sidered the first resort if you don’t 
like the answer that you hear,” he 
said. 

Daly said the board is charged with 
protecting the best interests of the as-
sociation as well as property owners. 

“Unfortunately, the expense comes 
with the turf,” he said. 

In the end Tuttle agreed to amend 
his motion to allow board members 
until Jan. 24 to review the revisions 
and provide a summarized version 
for subsequent review by local coun-
sel.
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Director Frank Daly, right, asks if proposed revisions to the OPA Architectural Review Committee 
guidelines should undergo review by legal counsel, which followed a wealth of concerns from board 
member Tom Janasek during the groups meeting on Jan. 4. 

‘Political signs are a freedom of speech issue and we  
cannot restrict those the same we can OPA election signs.’ 

ARC committee board liaison Steve Tuttle
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Berlin Restaurant Week, Jan. 13-19
(Jan. 9, 2020) Thirteen businesses 

will offer special meal prices for the 
fourth annual Berlin Restaurant Week, 
which will run from Monday, Jan. 13 to 
Sunday, Jan. 19.  

Cam Bunting, Berlin Restaurant 
Week founder and owner of Bunting Re-
alty, came up with the idea after experi-
encing one in Bethesda, Maryland, 
where she was visiting her daughter.  

“I like to see the variety,” Bunting said. 
“I think this is the time to try something 
new. I’d like the [restaurants] to try some-
thing different ... maybe there might be a 
new item that was popular during restau-
rant week that they would like to add.” 

The 13 businesses participating are 
Crush N Crabs, DiFebo’s Restaurant, Fins 
Ale House and Raw Bar, the Atlantic 
Hotel, Baked Desserts Café, Burley Inn 
Tavern, Burley Café, Main Street Deli, 
Rayne’s Reef Soda and Fountain Grill, The 
Blacksmith, Gilbert’s Provisions, Burn 
Wood Fired Pizza and On What Grounds? 

Most restaurants, like the Atlantic 
Hotel, have been participating since the 
event’s inception four years ago.  

“I think the Atlantic Hotel has a rep-
utation for excellent food and the charm 
of this historic town. You can’t beat it,” 
General Manager Laura Stearns said. 
“We have a cozy atmosphere with the 
fire going. It’s the town [centerpiece].” 

The Atlantic Hotel will offer a three-
course dinner for $34 with a choice of twin 
crab cakes with a garden salad and the 
hotel’s signature dessert, Lemon Lust (a 
whipped lemon cream dessert with an al-
mond base), or a petite filet mignon with 
sides, a Caesar salad and Lemon Lust.  

The hotel will also offer a lunch spe-
cial for $14.50 of fish and chips with a 
side of tartar sauce and coleslaw as well 
as Lemon Lust.  

“We do it to support the town of 
Berlin and so that in the off-season the 
local people can come and enjoy the 
charm of the town and get a nice meal 
for a good price,” Stearns said.  

Reservations are encouraged, though 
walks-in are welcomed as well. Operat-
ing lunch hours are from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. daily. Dinner begins at 5 p.m. and 
closes at the restaurant’s discretion.  

For more information about Atlantic 
Hotel, call 410-641-3589. 

DiFebo’s, which joined Berlin in 2017, 
likes to offer specials throughout the off-
season, but also offers discounted prices 
during restaurant week. 

“We like to make all these specials 
after Christmas when it’s not so booming 
around here,” Manager Cassie Stuart 
said. “It’s not the tourist season, we want 
anybody to come out and enjoy our food 
… unfortunately, some of our dishes are 
pricey so we’d like to give everyone a 
chance to [dine] at a discounted rate. It’s 

a great way to get people out here now 
that the holidays are over.” 

DiFebo’s regularly offers specials every 
day except Saturdays. For restaurant 
week, there will be a daily pizza for half off, 
which is the chef’s choice. Call the restau-
rant when it opens for the pizza of the day. 
There will also be pappardelle Bolognese, 
made with beef, pork and veal, with ricotta 
and mozzarella, for $18 served with a 
small garden salad. Also, all week long the 
restaurant will be offering stuffed shells for 
$14 with a small garden salad. The deals 
will also be available during lunch.  

“We want everyone to come and join 
us,” Stuart said. “This restaurant is very 
cozy and homey. The ambiance is really 
beautiful. Come in here for restaurant 
week and you’ll fall in love with the food 
… you’ll come back over and over again.” 

Reservations are encouraged and 
walk ins are welcome. DiFebo’s is open 
daily Sunday through Thursday 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. and Friday and Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

For more information, call DiFebo’s 
at 410-629-0550.  

Diners can compete for a chance to win 
restaurant gift cards and $100 donated by 
Bunting by dining at three different par-
ticipating restaurants by using Berlin 
Restaurant Week passports and getting 
them stamped at all three locations.  

“It’s something different during the 
slow time of the year and it gets people 

to come out and enjoy some good, hot 
food,” Bunting said. “Come the 13th to 
the 19th and enjoy restaurant week.” 

Guests and diners can pick up Berlin 
Restaurant Week passports at either the 
Berlin Welcome Center on 14 S. Main 
Street or Bunting Realty on 24 Broad 
Street or at any of the participating 
restaurant locations. The drawing will 
take place on Monday, Jan. 20.  

The menus from participating busi-
nesses will be posted online, on social 
media as well as on the welcome center’s 
front window at the office on South Main 
Street. 

For more information about the 
event, visit the “Berlin Restaurant Week” 
Facebook page or berlinmainstreet.com. 

By Morgan Pilz 
Staff Writer
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Sous and pastry chef Tracy King shows off a full 
portion of the Fish and Chips lunch special of-
fered at the Atlantic Hotel on South Main 
Street in Berlin during Berlin’s annual Restau-
rant Week, held Jan. 13-19. 
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budget.”  
Viola said the golf cart barn build-

ing, which is slated for completion 
this month, should be completed at 
or under budget. 

The new craft building in White 
Horse Park is on track for completion 
this month within budget constraints. 

Still in the starting gates is the po-
lice building expansion project, 
which is budgeted at $1.3 million 
with about $90,000 spent to this 
point. 

“They’re starting to put the foun-
dation in,” he said. 

Although just getting underway, 
based on prior experiences with 
Delaware contractor Whayland, the 
work should move along quickly, 
Viola said. 

“From our experience with Whay-
land the last couple of months, once 
they get in there they move,” he said. 

Work to implement Northstar fi-
nancial software across association 
departments is on schedule by May 
2020, with about $306,000 spent 
thus far for the project estimated to 
cost $400,000. 

“The financials came out gener-
ated by the Northstar system last 
month, so we’re basically on track,” 
he said. “We do have several more 
months to go.” 

 Also at the finish line is a compen-

sation study by consultants the Sib-
son Group undertaken to assure as-
sociation employees’ pay is in line 
with comparable operations in the re-
gion. 

“That’s basically completed, and, 
hopefully, we’ll have sign-off on it 
next week as we go through budget 
review,” he said. 

Viola said the cost of the study, 
which was initially estimated at 
$100,000, was negotiated to half the 
number by using in-house resources 
for certain tasks, with related spend-
ing to this point about $39,000. 

Switching to pending budget work, 
Viola previewed the multi-day budget 
meetings with the OPA Budget and Fi-
nance Committee starting on Jan. 6. 

Viola said the meetings would in-
clude budget requests from the indi-
vidual departments. 

The process continues with board 
budget work sessions slated for Jan. 
15-17, with Viola set to publish the 
recommended budget on Jan. 24. 

After this, the board will hold a 
hearing on the proposed budget on 
Feb. 5, with final comments and a 
vote for adoption on Feb. 18. 

OPA President Doug Parks said 
while the budget and finance com-
mittee review meetings are open to 
members, videos would also be 
posted online afterwards for those 
unable to attend.

Continued from Page 1
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OPA Board members outline top 2020 goals
(Jan. 9, 2020) The Ocean Pines As-

sociation Board of Directors members 
shared their objectives for the new year 
last Friday, with an emphasis on staying 
on the path that made 2019 successful. 

OPA President Doug Parks, hitting a 
common chord among the directors, 
said with a number of capital projects 
underway during the winter months, 
assuring those continue to track on 
budget and on schedule would be a pri-
mary focus this year. 

“Important investments and com-
mitments were made to making much 
needed changes in the Ocean Pines 
area,” he said. “To continue on the suc-
cess that we’re building on right now, 
that’s clearly number one.” 

In addition to projects at the Ocean 
Pines Golf Course, including an ex-
panded clubhouse and replacing the golf 
cart storage barn, the association is build-
ing an addition to the police building. 

Preceded by a contentious leader-
ship change at the general manager po-
sition, along with several board 
resignations, the board’s membership 
following the 2019 election has begun 
to gel favorably, Parks said. 

“We kind of settled in as a group,” he 
said. “We are both diverse and like-
minded.” 

Continuing to foster fruitful board 

relations to continue the association’s 
fiscal turnaround is also a big picture 
thought for Parks after recent calendar 
changes.  

“Some relationships have already 
been well established, while other rela-
tionships are being built as we speak,” 
he said. “They’re all heading in the right 
direction.” 

OPA Vice President Steve Tuttle also 
noted the importance of bringing the 
array of capital projects to completion 
within the established budgetary re-
straints. 

“We need to keep it in line,” he said.  
With fiscal year 2020/2021 work 

hitting full stride during a multi-day 
budget meeting beginning Jan. 6, the 
other item of concern for Tuttle is delv-
ing into the association balance ledgers 
to assure revenues outpace expenses. 

 “We need to keep in accord with 
budget constraints,” he said. 

In addition to keeping capital proj-
ects on pace, OPA Treasurer Larry Per-
rone said his attention is primarily on 
financial matters, most notably contin-
uing to pay down accrued debt that 
topped $1.5 million after fiscal 2018. 

“General Manager (John Viola) has 
done a great job cutting expenses,” he 
said. “As treasurer, my major concern 
is that we continue to operate as we did 
[during 2019] but also we still have a 
portion of that previous debt to pay 

down.” 
Perrone hopes to find the financial 

sweet spot between mopping up prior 
debt without curtailing justified expen-
ditures. 

“My objective is to find the balance 
between continuing our debt reduction 
program and expense control,” he said.  

Harkening back to his 2019 election 
platform, Board member Frank Daly 
said accountability remains a crucial in-
gredient for the association to continue 

improving during 2020. 
“One of the things I said is we need 

to create a culture of operating excel-
lence rather than a culture of ... 
damnable indifference,” he said. “Last 
year we made a lot of progress with the 
new general manager.” 

In Daly’s estimation what constitutes 
a “culture of excellence” boils down to 
institutional follow through. 

“You do everything complete, cor-

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer
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OPA Board members, in back, from left, Frank Daly, Larry Perrone, Tom Janasek and Camilla Rogers, 
and in front, Steve Tuttle, Doug Parks and Dr. Colette Horn discuss their top objectives for 2020.

See OPA Page 8
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(Jan. 9, 2020) While urging fast ac-
tion to reform a neglected search com-
mittee to solicit OPA Board candidates 
for the 2020 election, the Ocean Pines 
Bylaws and Resolutions Committee 
also spoke out against the board imme-
diately approving proposed revisions to 
the association’s architectural guide-
lines during its meeting on Friday. 

Committee chairman Jim Trum-
mel said while board elections won’t 
heat up until mid-way through the 
year, the practice has been to form an 

OPA Search Committee months before 
the contest takes place. 

“Last year we didn’t have one [so] 
this year what’s going to happen?” he 
said. “The bylaws say the president has 
to form a search committee by Feb. 1.” 

Committee member Keith Kaiser 
asked if the bylaw language was specific 
or provided that a search committee 
“may” be formed. 

“Is the language mandatory?” he 
said. 

Trummel said the terminology in 
bylaws section 5.02 says the committee 
“shall” be formed, which means it is re-

quired. 
“Not later than Feb. 1, the president 

shall appoint a search committee of not 
less than five members,” he said. 

Trummel said the search committee 
is charged with recruiting eligible asso-
ciation members to seek office to create 
a ballot that has at least two more can-
didates than open seats. The list of can-
didates must be submitted by May 15. 

“Prior to the 2008 bylaws (revi-
sions), there was a nominating com-
mittee that never really functioned,” he 
said. “Theoretically … that committee 
would literally nominate candidates to 
be on the board.” 

In the years leading up to 2008, that 
nominating committee had stopped 
living up to its billing, with largely self-
motivated candidates surfacing, Trum-
mel said. 

“It was changed to a search commit-
tee, and historically there was some-
thing of a problem getting people to 
serve,” he said. 

Question have abounded regarding 

effectiveness. 
“There have been concerns the 

search committee doesn’t do any-
thing,” he said. “There are big ques-
tions about the effectiveness.” 

Trummel said despite any potential 
contention, unless bylaw revisions are 
pursued, the course of action is clear that 
the committee be reconstituted for 2020. 

“Let’s not get into February with no 
committee and start saying, ‘we can’t 
find anyone,’” he said. “Which was kind 
of the excuse last time and it wasn’t a 
very good excuse.” 

Trummel suggested the matter be 
communicated to OPA President Doug 
Parks, with board liaison Camilla 
Rogers volunteering to facilitate dis-
cussions, while also offering another 
avenue to generate interest. 

“If we hold an informational meet-
ing for potential candidates … and ex-
plain to them what the board does, how 
it functions, and what’s required,” she 
said. “The people that show up … are 
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rect, on cost and on time every time 
throughout the organization,” he said. 

“We have to … make sure that we 
collect everything that we need to main-
tain everything in good operating order 
for all the people in Ocean Pines and 
not a penny more,” he said. “Not short-
change anything to let facilities rot into 
nothingness like we have in the past.” 

Board member Camilla Rogers, 
while getting quickly up to speed on as-
sociation matters after winning election 
in 2019, is looking to champion several 
efforts that are underway, including re-
vamping the orientation process for 
new leadership and advisory committee 
chairpersons. 

Also of particular interest to Rogers 
for 2020 is an undertaking by members 
of the OPA Communications Commit-
tee, including Chairwoman Jenny 
Cropper Rines and board liaison Dr. 
Colette Horn, to replace a multitude of 
manually adjusted marquee signs with 

a smaller number of digital messaging 
boards. 

“What if we had a local emergency 
and we needed to do something 
quickly?” she said. “You can’t get people 
out there in time to change the lettering 
on those signs.” 

Board member Dr. Colette Horn also 
pointed to wrapping up capital con-
struction projects at the golf course and 
the police building. 

“I look forward to seeing the two 
construction projects completed and 
the buildings occupied,” she said. 

Horn envisions revenues increasing 
at the golf course after the new club-
house is operational. 

Continuing forward with multi-
phase plans launched in 2019 to ad-
dress long standing drainage issues is 
another area that has Horn’s attention. 

“I also look forward to seeing the 
drainage program continue to address 
the trouble spots that we are capable of 
improving,” she said. 

OPA Board looks at 2020 goals
Continued from Page 7

OPA Bylaws advises both action plus caution 
By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

See COMMITTEE Page 9
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Committee questions changes
the people that are going to be inter-
ested.” 

Trummel said the approach had 
proved of limited effectiveness in prior 
years.  

“The search committee in the past 
has had meetings, open to anybody 
who wants to come and learn some-
thing about the board [and] I think two 
or three people at the most show up,” 
he said. “You’ll find very few candidates 
for the board actually come through the 
search committee.” 

Kaiser noted as online postings of 
board meetings have become com-
monplace, the previous minimal atten-
dance issue at comparable 
informational sessions could be recti-
fied with on-demand access that could 
garner wider interest. 

“I might be interested in that some-
day down the road, but I don’t under-
stand all the ins and outs of it,” he said. 
“People who might otherwise be inter-
ested in it shy away because it’s a big 
unknown.” 

Shifting to another matter, Trum-
mel said he had concerns about pend-
ing revisions to the OPA Architectural 
Review Committee guidelines moving 

so quickly. 
“The motion that’s before the board 

tomorrow is to accept the revisions to 
guidelines as they’re presented,” he 
said. 

Trummel opined the revisions need 
additional review prior to passage. 

“The ARC guidelines are the only 
other thing of the association of any in-
terest to the membership [and] proba-
bly rank above the charter and the 
bylaws in most people’s minds,” he 
said. 

Kaiser echoed those sentiments. 
“I have a copy of the ARC guidelines 

on my desk,” he said. “If you want to 
make any changes to your property … 
you’ve got to know what’s in there.” 

Having only learned details of the 
revisions a few days prior to the board 
meeting that Saturday also was prob-
lematic for Trummel.  

“To have this come up on the board 
packet on Tuesday for consideration on 
Saturday, and if the board were to vote 
to approve … to me would be a major 
disservice to the membership,” he said. 

Kaiser agreed that proper vetting 
appeared to be overlooked. 

“Not enough notice has been given 
for comment,” he said.

Continued from Page 8

Fulbright fellow talks about 
instructing pursuits in Peru

(Jan. 9, 2020) For Dr. Brian Cook, 
serving as an instructor for the Ful-
bright Teachers for Global Classrooms 
Program was an experience he said he 
will not soon forget.  

“I think there’s a lot to learn from 
one another,” Cook said. 

Cook, a coach of instructional tech-
nology and innovation for Worcester 
County Public Schools, shared his fel-
lowship experience with members of 
the Worcester County Board of Educa-
tion during a December meeting.  

Cook applied for the fellowship in 
December 2017 and was notified of his 
acceptance in July 2018.  

Cook then completed a 10-week 
global education course before attend-
ing a three-day symposium in Wash-
ington D.C. in January 2019.  

Cook completed the program 
through International Research & Ex-
changes Board, an organization that 
strives to “support individuals and in-
stitutions to create change in their own 
communities—and to create person-to-
person bridges between nations,” ac-
cording to the agency’s website. The 
program was funded via the United 
States Department of State, according 
to school officials.  

Cook, a former English language 
arts teacher at Pocomoke Middle 
School, spent 17 days in Peru working 
with other Fulbright fellows and host 
agencies. He said that he began his fel-

lowship in Lima in late 
June, but then traveled 
to Nazca, Peru, to co-
teach English and 
reading courses in a 
Peruvian school.  

Throughout the ex-
perience, Cook was 
able to accomplish sev-

eral tasks including learning to help 
students build relationships with oth-
ers, “foster a sense of global citizen-
ship” and advise children about global 
issues.  

“How can we … give our kids expe-
riences to really elevate learning?” 
Cook asked.  

Cook has since transitioned into a 
new role consulting with teachers 
about implementing technological pro-
grams into the classroom.  

“I foresee the innovation one piece 
in the future is adding that global com-
ponent into classrooms and supporting 
teachers,” Cook said.  

Cook said this could be done 
through a variety of projects that helps 
Worcester County students communi-
cate with international students. He 
added that teachers could tailor proj-
ects in their curriculum to Skype with 
students in Argentina, for example, or 
have a social studies class work with a 
museum. 

“It’s just a matter of harvesting it, 
teaching people to use it, planning with 
them and actually implementing it,” 
Cook said. 

Dr. Brian Cook

By Rachel Ravina 
Staff Writer
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Berlin nonprofit rescues animals
(Jan. 9, 2020) Susanne Hoshino has 

helped nearly 2,000 animals through 
her organization, Kindness Matters Res-
cue, which she founded in 2010.  

For the last 10 years, Hoshino has 
lived by her motto, “working together we 
save them, because every life matters.”  

Hoshino, a resident of Berlin since 
the 1980’s, has spent her life caring for 
animals and people alike. Equipped with 
medical knowledge and experience from 
her former occupations as a nurse and 
physical therapist, Hoshino uses her 
skills to help rescue and tend to animals 
who would otherwise be euthanized and 
forgotten.  

“I wasn’t aware of how many animals 
need rescue and how many animals 
would be euthanized if they didn’t find 
rescue,” Hoshino said.  

In 2019, Hoshino rescued 296 ani-
mals – 196 dogs and 100 cats – spanning 
from multiple animal control facilities 
and kill shelters in Maryland and Vir-
ginia.  

Since she first started Kindness Mat-
ters Rescue, she has rescued just under 
2,000 animals, ranging from cats and 
dogs to more unusual animals like rac-
coons.  

“Rescuers are usually optimistic and 
try to look at the positive side,” she said. 
“So, I just feel happy that I could help all 
those animals.” 

Most of the animals she has rescued 
were expected not to survive, riddled 
with illnesses, starvation and in poor liv-
ing conditions. Hoshino used her med-
ical training to nurse hundreds upon 
hundreds of animals back to health and 
worked around the clock to find them a 
forever home. 

Hoshino travels around picking up 
animals from shelters. She receives very 
little monetary assistance from the com-
munity, spending a large sum of her own 
money to care for her rescues. 

After nursing the animals back to 
health, she sends them off to various res-
cue operations all across Delmarva, 
spanning as far away as Hughesville, 
Maryland, to Wilmington, Delaware. 
She works with more than 25 animal 
rescue organizations including Worces-
ter County Humane Society, Town Cats 
and K9 New Life. 

Hoshino takes in just about any ani-
mal she can, because in her mind, all an-
imals are worth saving. She uses every 
available space in her own home to care 
for these rescues.  

There have been many unique cases 
for Hoshino throughout the years, includ-
ing just recently when a homeless woman 
came to her home to ask her to take care 
of her dog, Mr. Duke, while she stayed at 
a shelter that could not accept her pet.  

“I saw them on my doorstep and it 
was freezing cold, and here it is, Christ-
mas time, and they had nowhere to go,” 

Hoshino said. “She came to my door 
wearing flip flops and my heart just 
broke for them.” 

Mr. Duke is an older dog with a large 
tumor on his stomach. Hoshino said she 
will check with a vet to see if it is safe to 
remove.  

The woman plans on returning for 
her dog once she gets back on her feet, 
Hoshino said.  

Kindness Matters Rescue was ap-
proved as a nonprofit in May, which en-
ables her to rescue more animals, she said.  

Those rescued will be trained to be-
come service animals for veterans and 
people with disabilities.  

“I had saved a lot of animals not being 
a nonprofit, but I really thought it 
through and I felt I could save more and 
do more if I became a nonprofit,” 
Hoshino said. “That’s why I took that 
step, and while there’s an expense to it 
and there’s a lot of paperwork to it … it 
has been a good decision. 

“Animal controls in the state of Vir-
ginia will only release to a nonprofit if the 
animal is going to cross state lines or the 
animal is not fixed before it leaves a shel-
ter,” she continued. “That gave me the 
ability to go there and get the animals di-
rectly into my nonprofit.” 

Hoshino also has three foster families 
in the area that she can rely on. Those 
fosters – Shannon Savage Lindsey, 
Yvonne La Chapelle and Jacqueline 
Martins – help her save as many animals 

as possible every year. 
“By having fosters, you save lives be-

cause it gives the animal a place to stay 
[and] it allows the animal to be in a 
home and decompress, which is a lot dif-
ferent than being in a scary animal con-
trol,” she said. 

Hoshino encourages the public to 
contact her if an animal needs assis-
tance, and to adopt rescue pets. She ac-
cepts pregnant mothers, bottle-fed 
babies … any pet in need. She is also 
looking for more families who are willing 
to foster animals. 

To contact Hoshino about animals in 
need of rescue, visit Kindness Matters 
Facebook page or website at www.kind-
nessmattersrescue.org, or email her at 
shoshino@aol.com.

By Morgan Pilz 
Staff Writer

MORGAN PILZ/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

Berlin resident Susanne Hoshino holds Harriet, 
a tiny kitten discovered in a landfill who was 
left completely blind. Harriet will be available 
for adopted.
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Budget cmte. reviews Nov. figures

(Jan. 9, 2020) With a multi-day fis-
cal year 2020/2021 meeting pending 
the following week, the OPA Budget 
and Finance Committee examined 
preview materials and reviewed final 
numbers through November 2019 
during its meeting on Friday. 

Acknowledging the importance of 
preparation, committee Chairman 
Dick Keiling expressed gratitude that 
fiscal 2020 draft budget binders were 
prepared ahead of schedule and dis-
tributed before next week’s meetings.  

Keiling said the preview period 
would prove vital to new committee 
members who will be diving into de-
partmental breakdowns for the first 
time. 

 “It’s useful to have a high level 
overview prior [to be in] the best po-
sition to hit the ground running,” he 
said. 

Finance Director Steve Phillips fo-
cused on the current fiscal year and 
reported final figures for November 
left the association with a $36,000 
positive variance for the month. 

“That brings our year-to-date vari-

ance to $587,000,” he said. 
Looking at departmental break-

downs, Phillips said spending on 
public relations, general administra-
tion, IT and finance was favorable for 
the month. 

“The big favorable variances on 
year to date and on monthly is gen-
eral maintenance [and] public 
works,” he said. 

Phillips ascribed part of that to a 
number of openings in public works 
that will likely be filled and have al-
ready been included in year-end 
budget estimates. 

Recreation and parks financials 
were down for November, but have 
maintained favorability for the year, 
Phillips said. 

“A lot of that is leveraging payroll 
costs for the summer months,” he 
said.  

Golf financials also rolled slightly 
downhill with a $35,000 unfavorable 
variance for November. 
“We’ve been trending pretty well, but 
we had an off-month in golf,” he said. 

Phillips said the yacht club also 
broke financial form in November. 

“The yacht club, we haven’t seen 
them be unfavorable in a long time 
but did have a small $10,000 vari-
ance versus last year,” he said. 

Still, as the current fiscal year 
winds through the second half, the 

final totals for the yacht club should 
beat the budget by up to $190,000. 

“It’s obviously a moving target 
each month,” he said. 

Turning to capital reserve ac-
counts, Phillips said the overall fund 
balance has grown from about $8.8 
million at the start of the current fis-
cal year in May to about $9.4 million 
currently. But that trend would be re-
versed soon, he advised. 

“You’re going to see a couple mil-
lion dollars come off of that in the 
next 4-6 months,” he said.  

With significant expenses looming 
for construction of a new clubhouse 
and cart barn replacement at the golf 
course, along with an expansion of 
the police building, the reserve bal-
ance is projected to dip to about $3 
million, Phillips said.  

General Manager John Viola, while 
acknowledging that final figure would 
drop replacement reserves below the 
minimum 22 percent previously rec-
ommended by the budget committee, 
said multi-year projections are being 
monitored to assure the balance re-
turns to optimal within three years. 

OPA Treasurer Larry Perrone 
agreed the association would again 
reach the advised range of 22 to 28 
percent within a few years. 

“We don’t anticipate any real 
major projects now because every-
thing’s being done now,” he said. 
“That number should be built up in 
three years to 22 percent.” 

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

Pines advisory group takes 
look at revenues compared 
to expenses for fiscal year

Fire fatality in Berlin under 
investigation by Wor. County 

(Jan. 9, 2020) A fatal fire that oc-
curred on Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019 in 
Berlin is still under investigation by 
the Worcester County Fire Marshal. 
Volunteer Fire Companies from 
Berlin, Bishopville, Newark, Ocean 
City, Ocean Pines and Showell re-
sponded to 10347 Trappe Road at 
6:11 p.m.  

Firefighters said that the heavy fire 
conditions were under control by 
7:33 p.m. They located a female occu-
pant and she was transported to At-

lantic General Hospital, where she 
later died. The house did not have a 
working smoke alarm or fire sprin-
klers. 

According to Deputy Fire Marshal 
Hunter Mauk, there is still no further 
information on how the cause of the 
fire. The identity of the woman has not 
yet been released by the Office of the 
Maryland Chief Medical Examiner.  

Anyone with information regard-
ing the fire should contact Worcester 
County Fire Marshal Jeff McMahon 
at 410-632-5666, ext. 1 or jmcma-
hon@co.worcester.md.us. 

By Elizabeth Bonin 
Staff Writer
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Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to  
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

It’s budget time for all the local governing authorities, so 
it will be all about the money from now until spring. That’s 
when council members, county commissioners and members 
of the board of directors will declare their financial plans are 
as good as they’re going to get. 

They’re never even close to perfect, because taxpayers and 
ratepayers can’t agree themselves on what government ought 
or ought not to do. Invariably, one person’s tax reduction is 
another’s cut in spending to a favored program or service.  

Further, as much as the public would like to think that the 
cost of government should remain the same — or less — year 
after year, the economy of their own households doesn’t work 
that way, so there’s no reason to believe that government can 
do what they can’t. 

Besides, one of the biggest expenses in public institutions 
is payroll, and the only ways to reduce that is to impose pay 
ceilings that encourage workers to move on to better-paying 
jobs at some point or letting people go whenever the budget 
hits critical mass. 

That’s fine, unless it involves someone on whom the public 
has come to depend, or the loss of certain workers negatively 
effects a service the public endorses. 

Unlike the federal government, which can cut taxes and 
leave the  subsequent debt problem up to others, local au-
thorities can’t do that. Their mission  is to maintain fiscal and 
operational stability in as fair a way as possible. That means 
trimming here, adding there and assessing public support for 
both. 

For local governing bodies, setting the annual budget is 
their toughest assignment. Not only does this process entail 
making some people unhappy, but the participants them-
selves rarely, emerge overjoyed with the results. 

What the public can do to protect its interests in this 
process is pay attention, and not just to one or two specific 
areas of interest. Local officials are just getting into the new 
year’s juggling act, and the public should become engaged 
while everything is still up in the air.

State’s attorney  
offers glad tidings 
Editor, 

And Citizens of Worcester 
County, Happy New Year!  

One year ago, I was sworn 
in as your state’s attorney 
and since that time, I have 
relished the opportunity to 
advance the cause of justice 
in our county.  

As our dedicated team at 
the Office of the State’s At-
torney begins tackling the 
challenges of this new year 
with determination and 
spirit, I am pleased to pro-
vide you with this brief re-
view of our progress, and to 
outline for you our contin-
ued priorities moving for-
ward. 

During 2019, our commu-
nity prosecutors partnered 
more closely than ever be-
fore with state and local 
agencies to ensure that vul-
nerable victims, whether 
children or adults, receive 
necessary care and services 
to aid in recovery and pre-
vent further victimization.  

We announced the cre-
ation of the Vulnerable Adult 
Task Force to assist our sen-
ior citizens and have raised 
awareness about home con-
tractor fraud and telemar-

keting scams at various sen-
ior living expos and financial 
exploitation forums.  

On behalf of children, we 
have worked collaboratively 
with law enforcement and 
the board of education to es-
tablish school threat assess-
ment protocols that will help 
keep our kids safer at school 
and make sure police are im-
mediately notified about all 
criminal behavior.  

We have also assigned an 
experienced prosecutor to 
handle all cases involving ju-
venile offenders, to ensure 
the unique challenges facing 
our youth are acknowledged 
and addressed consistently, 
for the betterment of our 
communities. 

While our specialized 
units work in areas of child 
and vulnerable adult advo-
cacy, our drug prosecutors 
and drug treatment court 
team have been busy making 
sure that those suffering 
from addiction receive treat-
ment, while those dealing 
drugs receive prison time.  

We were vocal in our sup-
port of Worcester County’s 
application for designation 
as a drug trafficking area, 
which now allows our police 
access to much-needed 
funding for opioid initiatives 

and enforcement actions.  
We have also coordinated 

with law enforcement in sur-
rounding jurisdictions to en-
sure a strategic approach to 
stopping the flow of opioids 
into Worcester County, and 
have disrupted and disman-
tled drug trafficking organi-
zations as a result. 

Finally, we continue to 
engage as community prose-
cutors and to participate in 
multi-disciplinary ap-
proaches to the crime prob-
lems facing our community.  

Many times, crime is a 
symptom of a larger issue — 
frequently addiction or men-
tal illness. Working with 
other disciplines has allowed 
us to better identify the un-
derlying causes of certain 
crime and to develop sys-
tems to eliminate those 
causes, which in turn re-
duces crime.  

With this in mind, we 
have successfully partnered 
with the health department 
on creative initiatives such 
as the Homeless Outreach 
Team and Safe Stations and 
have seen positive results.  

Together with you and 
our community partners, we 
will continue to keep 
Worcester County winning 
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It’s budget time, so 
please pay attention

Letter

Continued on Page 13



(Jan. 9, 2020) Worcester Youth 
and Family Counseling Services is 
seeking mentors for its new mentor 
program, which was recently devel-
oped and partnered with the Worces-
ter County Board of Education.  

Its mission is to promote the 
power of mentors to transform young 
lives, to develop and play a vital role 
serving sixth graders through high 
school seniors.  

January is National Mentor 
Month, which has been awarded a 
proclamation by the Worcester 
County Commissioners starting in 
January 2018.   

The program is funded by the 
Worcester County Local Manage-
ment Board through Worcester 
County’s Initiative to Preserve Fami-
lies and is designed to identify stu-
dents with warning signs of 
disengagement from school, such as 
truancy, low grades or behavioral is-
sues.  

The board will communicate with 
Worcester Youth to assist in recogniz-
ing youth participants suitable for the 
new initiative.  

Ultimately, this program empow-
ers the mentee to reach for their 
goals, improve academic perform-
ance and social outcomes, with 
higher graduation rates.  

Studies demonstrate youth men-

toring programs are effective in im-
proving school attendance, perform-
ance, social skills, graduation rates 
and greater employment opportunity 
and success.  

Worcester Youth is currently seek-
ing applicants for volunteer mentors 
interested in serving the community 
through mentor-based leadership. 
The objective is to recruit, train and 
assign volunteer mentors interested 
in helping youth attain greater oppor-
tunities for success in life.  

Possible preferred candidates in-
clude young professionals, business 
leaders, school teachers, social work-
ers, nurses, police, veterans, retirees, 
faith-based community, civic groups, 
philanthropic individuals and groups 
as well as government officials.  

Volunteer mentor candidates are 
not required to hold any special or 
advanced degrees in education or so-
cial services and are only asked to be 
supportive of the children enrolled in 
the program.  

Mentors will be interviewed, re-
ceive a background check and partic-
ipate in approximately three hours of 
training from Worcester Youth prior 
to being matched with a student.  

They are asked to commit to the 
program for at least one year after as-
signment and will have the opportu-
nity to meet face to face with their 

mentee at least twice per month.  
Additional monthly meetings will 

include group sessions designed to 
focus on specific challenges and to 
learn about helpful mentoring tools 
or resources for the students to be 
successful in school. 

Mentors will also receive ongoing 
support from the program coordina-
tor and will be asked to maintain 
communication with the child’s par-
ents or guardians regarding their 
progress.  

Worcester Connects will have the 
first meeting on Thursday, Jan. 16 in 
The Ray, located at 124 N. Main 
Street in Berlin, from 6-7 p.m.  

This meeting will be for the first 
group of registered mentors who 
have been previously interviewed 
through Worcester Youth, have 
passed the background check, and 
have started the online training.  

If interested in mentoring, appli-
cations can be found on the Worces-
ter Youth website, www.gowoyo.org, 
under the volunteer tab.   

More information is available at 
www.gowoyo.org, or by calling 410-
641-4598. 

Worcester Youth and Family 
Counseling Services is a nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to building a 
nurturing community in which chil-
dren are well cared for, where the 

opinions of young people are valued, 
where adults are empowered to live 
healthy, productive lives and where 
all are valued members in the com-
munity. 

Worcester Youth helps people of 
all ages with a broad spectrum of 
services that include mental health 
counseling, youth and adolescent en-
richment programs, advocacy for 
abused and neglected children, and 
empowerment programs for those 
who are less fortunate.
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in the fight against crime and make a 
real difference in the lives of our 
friends and neighbors. 

Thank you to everyone who has 
supported us in our important mis-
sion.  

While there is always more work to 
be done, I am beyond grateful for the 
endless commitment, dedication and 
grit of our entire team at the Office of 
the State’s Attorney, and I am proud 
to work alongside them in serving 
you. 

Best wishes to all for a happy, 
healthy and safe new year! 

Kris Heiser 
Worcester County State’s Attorney

Continued from Page 12
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Worcester Youth seeks mentors for program

OPEN HOUSES JAN. 9 - JAN. 16

Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular Ocean City Today & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. For all other REALTORS®, there is a weekly charge of $10 per listing.

  DAY/TIME                       ADDRESS                      BR/BA                 STYLE             PRICE                 AGENCY/AGENT 

Daily                                     Assateague Point, Berlin                 1BR/2BR/3BR                     Mobile               From $100,000              Tony Matrona  /Resort Homes 

Sat-Mon, 11-4pm          Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside   1BR/2/BR/3BR/4/BR+     Condo, Towns & SF               —                    Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate 

Fri-Sun 11-5pm            9800 Mooring View Ln., #32 West Harbor Village    3BR/2.5BA              Duplex/Townhouse   From Low $300,000s     Kathleen Clark/Monogram Realty 

Saturday 10-Noon           7139 Arcadia Crl., Newark, MD                 2BR/2BA                 New Construction           $204,900                  Lauren Bunting/Bunting Realty 

Saturday 10-3                  6 Sand Trap Ct., Ocean Pines                4BR/2.5BA                   Single Family               $319,900             Donna Frankowski/Shamrock Realty 

Saturday 11-2                107 123rd St., Bermuda Bay #33             2BR/2.5BA                     Townhome                 $229,900                 Power of 2/Hileman Real Estate 
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Snapshots

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

ADOPTION MONTH 
The Worcester County Commissioners are joined by representatives from the Department of Social Services on Nov. 5, to recognize November as 
National Adoption Month, to honor those who choose to adopt, and to thank the DSS professionals and their partners who strive to provide adoptive 
parents and families with the resources, support, and care needed to ensure the success of Worcester County sons and daughters.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

READING GOALS 
Berlin Intermediate's Assistant Principal Jen-
nifer Garton presents fifth grader Avery Weber 
with a $25 gift card to Barnes & Noble along 
with a Certificate of Excellence for reaching 
500 Steps of Reading in the school's new read-
ing program “100 Book Challenge.” Student are 
required to read for 30 minutes per night, which 
is equal to two steps. In addition, students read 
in class for another 30 minutes. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

PROMOTING KINDNESS 
Berlin Intermediate Peer Mediators recently sponsored and celebrated National Conflict Resolution Day on Oct. 17 by having the students and staff 
wear clothing that promotes kindness, peace and being positive. 

PHOTO COURTESY D.J. LANDIS, SR. 

GUEST SPEAKER 
The guest speaker at the Kiwanis Club of 
Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean City’s Nov. 20 meet-
ing was Jack Collins, left, who spoke about the 
2020 US Census. He is pictured with Kiwanis 
President Roy Foreman.  

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

CLEANUP 
In an effort to create new learning spaces at 
Berlin Intermediate School, students and staff 
participated in the After School Courtyard 
Cleanup Club and a courtyard cleanup night. 
Staff and students worked collaboratively in 
spreading gravel purchased with Choptank Elec-
tric Trust Grant funding.  
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NOW PLAYING

BEACH BARRELS 

13207 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
410-250-0522 / www.beachbarrels.com 
Jan. 10: Chris Button & Joe Mama, 9 p.m. 
Jan. 11: Scrapple, 9 p.m. 
Jan. 14: Open Mic, 8 p.m. 
Jan. 15: Bingo w/DJ Rupe, 6 p.m. 

BJ’S ON THE WATER 

75th Street and the bay, Ocean City 
410-524-7575 / www.bjsonthewater.com 
Jan. 10: The Classmates, 9 p.m. 
Jan. 11: Over Time, 9 p.m. 

Jan. 15: Dust N’ Bones, 6 p.m. 

CAPTAIN’S TABLE 

15th St. & Baltimore Ave., Ocean City 
410-289-7192 / www.captainstableoc.com 
Every Friday & Saturday:  
Phil Perdue, 5:30 p.m. 

OCEAN CLUB NIGHTCLUB 

101st Street, Ocean City 
In the Horizons Restaurant, in the Clarion 
Fontainebleau Hotel 
410-524-3535 / www.clarionoc.com

Every Friday and Saturday:  
DJ Dusty, 9:30 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
Jan. 10-11: First Class,  
9:30 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

PICKLES 

706 Philadelphia Ave., Ocean City 
410-289-4891 / www.picklesoc.com 
Jan. 10: Beats By Jeremy, 9 p.m. 
Jan. 11: Andrew Robear, 10 p.m. 
Jan. 13: Karaoke w/Jeremy, 9 p.m. 
Jan. 15: Beats By Styler, 9 p.m. 
Jan. 16: Beats By Wax, 9 p.m.

SEACRETS 

49th Street and the bay, Ocean City 
410-524-4900 / www.seacrets.com 
Jan. 10: Lunasea Full Glow Party,  
9 p.m. to 2 a.m.;  
DJ Tuff, 9 p.m. to 1:50 a.m. 
Jan. 11: DJ Cruz, 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

WHISKER’S BAR & GRILL 

11070 Cathell Road, Suite 17, Pines Plaza, Ocean 
Pines 
410-208-3922 / www.whiskersbar.com 
Jan. 10: Karaoke w/Donnie Berkey

FIRST CLASS 
Ocean Club: Friday & Saturday, Jan. 10-11, 9:30 p.m. to 2 a.m.

OVER TIME 
BJ’s On The Water: Saturday, Jan. 11, 9 p.m.
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review and it will be helpful going 
through the budget process,” he said. 
“Ultimately, at the end of the day, it’s 
up to the board to bless a budget and 
they will take our recommendations 
and do with what they see fit.” 

Viola reminded the committee that 
the proposed draft budget was a work-
ing document compiled with input 
from both the budget committee and 
individual department leaders. 

“It was prepared bottom up as the 
guidance was directed from budget 
and finance,” he said. “Every depart-
ment head had total input … as well 
as the team.” 

In addition to providing the 
budget committee with copies of the 
proposed budget on Dec. 19, Viola 
said budget recommendations would 
be published Jan. 24. 

The review process will carry into 
February, with a vote for final adop-
tion slated for Feb. 18. 

Viola said after initial budget de-
liberations, the possibility exists to 
reduce the $986 annual assessment 
charge levied during the current fiscal 
year. 

“When we consolidated all the de-
partments and came up with one 
number, it’s $23 favorable on the 
$986, within our proposed budget 
that we’re presenting today and this 
week,” he said. “We did pull out a key 
component, which are the salary ad-
justments,” he said.  

Based on a recently completed 
compensation study by the Sibson 
group, an additional $30 from as-
sessment charges would be required 
to bring association employees in line 
within minimum regional pay scales. 

Further proposed increases to as-
sessment rates would include $19 for 
bulkhead reserves, $9 to compensate 
for medical and inflationary costs, 
plus $13 to account for assets depre-
ciation. 

In contrast, improved bottom line 
figures for association amenities look 

to chop $26 off assessment fees, as 
well as potentially dropping the $30 
charge dedicated to deficit recovery 
efforts.  

“A couple of years ago, we had an 
operating deficit of about $1.6 mil-
lion,” he said. “The board mandated 
last year that this should be paid 
down over a three-year period.” 

After the related $30 charge net-
ted about $250,000 to address past 
debts this year, the tally was cut to 
about $640,000 at present. 

“For this budget process ,we have 
included a forecast for this current 
year and believe we will be at least 
$250,000 favorable,” he said. 

As currently configured the draft 
budget would set assessment rates at 
$978 for fiscal 2020/2021. 

Director of Finance and Opera-
tional Logistics Steve Phillips, who 
reviewed proposed financial figures 
for the general administration de-
partment, said interest income is an-
ticipated to drop and is being 
estimated at $100,000. 

“We’ve been leveraging two banks 
against each other to create competi-
tion, Union Bank and the Bank of 
OC,” he said. “The reality is with the 
marketplace and the rates that num-
ber is not going to be as favorable as 
it was the last year or two.” 

Another significant ledger reduc-
tion is bad debt, which Phillips said 
could cut about $50,000 from the as-
sociation’s bottom line. 

“Our numbers been around 
$200,000. However, this year we feel 
we’re going to be within that 
$150,000 budget we put in there,” he 
said. 

Not all numbers are shrinking, as 
Viola noted legal expenses are antici-
pated to rise slightly. 

“This is part of doing business 
right now,” he said. 

Marketing Coordinator Julie Mali-
nowski calculated her proposed 
budget figures by consulting with 
other department heads to ascertain 

optimal funding required to promote 
services. 

“The focus on creating the budget 
was really talking to the amenities 
and departments to see what sort of 
marketing efforts they found most 
helpful,” she said. “When you see 
numbers here, it’s really been with 
the input of those departments.” 

Increased revenues have been cap-
tured through advertising in the 
Ocean Pines Association newsletter, 
Malinowski said. 

“We have seen an uptick in the 
past couple of months in ad revenue,” 
she said. “We have found that print 
advertising in this particular market 
works well, so we have focused a lot 
of our dollars on newspaper advertis-
ing.” 

Phillips also presented a proposed 
budget overview for food and bever-
age services, in close consultation 
with Matt Ortt Companies leader-
ship. 

“There is some upside potential in 
the forecast,” he said.  

The draft budget figures include 
about $1.4 million in food sales and 
roughly $844,000 from beverage 
sales. 

“That’s up significantly versus the 
2020 budget and our margins are up 
as well,” he said. 

Presenting budget needs for the 
Ocean Pines Fire Department was 
president Dave VanGasbeck and 
Chief Steve Grunewald. 

VanGasbeck said the fire depart-
ments proposed budget numbers 
came in a bit lower than the current 
year, with about $20,000 cut from 
capital expenditures. 

Recurring maintenance issues 
were also mentioned by VanGasbeck.  

“Our south station is sorely in need 
of a renovation,” he said. “We’ve been 
using the Band-Aid approach for the 
past several years.” 

He said the station suffers from 
leaky roof conditions.  

“We found mold recently in our 
living quarters, so we’re doing that on 
an emergency basis,” he said.  

VanGasbeck said the fire depart-
ment hopes to plot a course for capi-
tal improvements.  

“What we’re going to do in the next 
couple of months is set up a renova-
tion committee within the depart-
ment,” he said. “We know we can’t 
afford a new building, but we need to 
do an addition on to our existing 
building to bring it somewhat up to 
standards.” 

John Malinowski, general man-
ager of golf operations and mainte-
nance, said luring in new players is 
hampered somewhat by the 20 other 
courses along the coast.  

“We’re in a market with 20 courses 
within 35 minutes,” he said. 

While no changes have been sug-
gested for residents, a minimal fee in-
crease is being considered for 
non-members during peak times. 

“Days where we had 230 or 240 
rounds, the line was long so we 
thought $5 to $10 more dollars dur-
ing that time would help our bottom 
line out,” he said. 

Malinowski said although weather 
conditions are at present less than 
optimal for golf, marketing efforts 
continue year-round. 

“We’re pushing hard for the 
spring, and even next fall,” he said. 
“Our market goes out west to Pitts-
burgh and north to Canada, with a lot 
of northern New York people. Our 
market is very broad ... and keeps us 
busy.”

Departments reporting to budget committee
Continued from Page 1

Ocean Pines Fire 
Department   
President Dave 
VanGasbeck, left, 
and Chief Steve 
Grunewald  
discuss both  
immediate and 
long-term needs 
for the company 
during a fiscal 
2020/2021 
budget work  
session on  
Monday. 
GREG ELLISON/ 

BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Strawberry guest speaker Jan. 10 
(Jan. 9, 2020) Worcester Goes 

Purple is preparing to kick off 2020 
at the Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast on 
Friday, Jan. 10 with keynote speaker, 
legendary baseball player and author, 
Darryl Strawberry.   

Spreading the word about addic-
tion education and awareness while 
promoting healthy life choices has 
“Started Worcester Talking” and 
businesses, community organizations 
and local citizens have gotten behind 
the message.    

Worcester Goes Purple was able to 
provide financial assistance for recov-
ery help, support to families who are 
suffering with an addicted loved one 
and offer a reliable resource for the 

citizens of Worcester County. 
To “Keep Worcester Talking,” 

Worcester Goes Purple has adopted 
the “Puzzle Piece” as its symbol for 
2020. 

With grant funding awarded by 
the Worcester County Arts Council, 
Worcester Goes Purple will have its 
first puzzle signing during the 
Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast, hosted by 
the Greater Ocean City Chamber of 
Commerce and the Clarion Resort 
and Fontainebleau Hotel on 101st 
Street, beginning at 7 a.m.  

To register for the event, visit 
https://chamber.oceancity.org/event
s/details/2020-mayors-prayer-
breakfast-guest-speaker-darryl-

strawberry-30705. Tickets cost $20. 
Strawberry knows the struggles of 

addiction; however, he says, “Today I 
have hope!” No matter what comes 
your way, or how many times you 
may fall, you do not quit! You never 
give up! You get up and you keep 
moving. If there is breath in your 
body, there is purpose and reason for 
your life.” 

Worcester Goes Purple is in the 
process of planning many community 
events for 2020. Follow its Facebook 
page for updates.   

To participate in the Worcester 
Goes Purple campaign, contact Deb-
bie Smullen at 410-870-5161 or das-
mullen@worcesterk12.org.  
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MVA TITLE  
& TAG SERVICES 
RENEW YOUR 

TAGS HERE!

SMITH’S MARKET
B E E R  •  W I N E  •  S N A C K S  •  P R O P A N E

EXP. JAN 20, 2020

GAS GRILL 
PROPANE 

WITH $5 PURCHASE

$14
PLUS TAX  

410-352-5070 • RACETRACKOC.COM
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

11740 Worcester Hwy. 
Showell, MD 21862

CAR DETAILING

MD LOTTERY WINNERS PLAY HERE

PREVIOUSLY OWNED 
VEHICLES FOR SALE

• ‘13 HYUNDAI SONATA 
• ‘03 HONDA CRV 
• ‘13 FORD FUSION 
• ‘13 FORD C-MAX 
• ‘13 HONDA CRV 
• ‘13 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY 
• ‘13 CHEVY IMPALA

More Vehicles Arriving Soon

BUY HERE • PAY HERE 
ALL VEHICLES ARE 

MD STATE INSPECTED

PLEASE VISIT RACETRACKOC.COM 
TO VIEW DETAILS OF OUR  

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

H a p p y  N e w  Y e a r !
HARD – 65

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles
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Thurs., Jan. 9 
STORY TIME ‘SNOW PEOPLE’ 
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
10:30 AM. For ages 2 to 5. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

STEAM STORYTIME ‘PAINTING FUN’ 
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington 
St., 10:30 AM. Stories and painting ac-
tivities for young children. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

JOB FAIR 
Worcester County Jail, 5022 Joyner 
Road, 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM. Worcester 
County Human Resources will host a job 
fair for those interested in a new or con-
tinuing career in corrections. Applicants 
must be 21 years of age or older to apply. 
Ann Hankins, 410-632-0090, 
http://www.co.worcester.md.us/depart-
ments/hr/jobs 

O.C. WRITERS’ GROUP 
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM. Participants 
share their poetry/prose and receive en-
couraging feedback. Bring something 
you’ve written or participate in a writing 
prompt/creative exercise. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

HOT STOVE PLUS 
Nick’s House of Ribs, 14410 Coastal 
Highway, 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM. A night of 
Orioles and Ravens sports talk with fea-
tured guests Tom Davis and Al Bumbry. 
Cost is a $35 donation to Believe In To-
morrow Children’s Foundation and in-
cludes dinner. There will be a cash bar, 
sports silent auction, mystery boxes, 
50/50 and much more. Tickets: Wayne 
Littleton, 410-723-2842. 
http://www.believeintomorrow.org 

JAZZ AFTERHOURS 
Pocomoke Library, 301 Market St., 6:30 
PM. Award winning jazz guitarist Abra-
ham Ovadio plays and discusses improv-
isation. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BEACH SINGLES 
Thursdays - Harpoon Hanna’s, 39064 
Harpoon Road, Fenwick Island, DE, 
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM. Beach Singles, 45 
years and older, meet for happy hour. 
Info: 302-436-9577, 410-524-0649 or 
BeachSingles.org 

GRIEF SUPPORT 
Thursdays - Ocean Pines library, 11107 
Cathell Road, 11:00 AM. Coastal Hos-

pice provides grief support and educa-
tion. Participants work together to help 
each other navigate through grief at 
their own pace. Free and open to the 
public. Nicole Long, 443-614-6142 

Fri., Jan. 10 
OCEAN CITY FUTSAL CLASSIC 
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean 
City, MD. Boys and girls, birth years 
2002-2010. 410-250-0125, 
https://oceancitymd.gov/oc/depart-
ments/recreation-parks/ocean-city-fut-
sal-classic/ 

FIBER FRIENDS 
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
10:00 AM. Bring your lapwork and join 
the group as they knit, crochet and em-
broider. All are welcome. Victoria 
Christie-Healy, 703-507-0708, 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

STEM SCIENCE & TECH FOR HOME-
SCHOOLERS 
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
2:00 PM. Come explore and experiment. 
For ages 4 to 14 years. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

OCEAN PINES BOOK OF THE MONTH 
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
2:00 PM. Featuring “The Alchemist” by 
Paulo Coelho. Copies of books are avail-
able in advance at the library. 410-208-
4014, http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

OYSTER FRITTER SANDWICH SALE 
American Legion Berlin Post #123, 10111 
Old Ocean City Blvd., 3:00 PM. Cost is 
$9. Public is welcome. 

MARYLAND CRAB CAKE DINNER 
Stevenson United Methodist Church, 
123 N. Main St., 4:00 PM - 6:30 PM. 
Costs are $12 for a Maryland crab cake 
sandwich with green beans, baked po-
tato and Cole slaw; $20 for two Mary-
land crab cake sandwiches, green beans, 
baked potato and Cole slaw; and $8 for a 
Maryland crab cake sandwich. Carryouts 
and bake sale table available. 

BINGO FOR BABIES BONANZA! 
Columbus Hall, 9901 Coastal Highway, 
Ocean City, MD, 6:30 PM. Doors open 
at 5 p.m. Every Friday in January the 
Knights of Columbus Ocean City Council 
#9053 will donate all proceeds to The 
Grace Center for Maternal and Women’s 
Health. Cost is $22 to play all night. Re-
freshments available. 
http://www.koc9053.com 

Sat., Jan. 11 
OCEAN CITY FUTSAL CLASSIC 
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean 
City, MD. Boys and girls, birth years 
2002-2010. 410-250-0125, 
https://oceancitymd.gov/oc/depart-
ments/recreation-parks/ocean-city-fut-
sal-classic/ 

CRAFTY SATURDAY MAKE & TAKE 
‘PROCESS ART’ 
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM. Crafty fun for chil-
dren of all ages. http://www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

DEMOCRATIC CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
MEETING 
Community Center, 3001 Atlantic Ave., 
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM. All interested per-
sons are welcome. 410-213-1956 

OCEAN PINES ANGLERS CLUB MEETING 
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
9:30 AM. The meeting will be a look-
back at the Club’s youth program for 
2019 including the club’s Teach-a-Kid-
to-Fish, Youth Fishing Contest and Be-
lieve in Tomorrow programs. Also, 
fishing regulations for 2020 will be re-
viewed. Everyone is welcome. Jack 
Barnes, 410-641-7662 

TIE DYE T-SHIRTS 
Berlin library, 13 Harrison Ave., 11:00 
AM. Bring your own shirt or use one 
provided. Register: 410-641-0650. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 
Ocean Parkway, 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM. 
Featuring live music, chef demos, chil-
dren’s activities and other special 
events. Shop for everything from fresh 
local produce to unique handmade arti-
san goods. Open to the public. 

Sun., Jan. 12 
OCEAN CITY FUTSAL CLASSIC 
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean 
City, MD. Boys and girls, birth years 
2002-2010. 410-250-0125, 
https://oceancitymd.gov/oc/depart-
ments/recreation-parks/ocean-city-fut-
sal-classic/ 

Mon., Jan. 13 
WRITING FOR WELLNESS 
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
1:30 PM. Writing about stressful experi-
ences may boost health and psychologi-
cal well-being. Group uses exercises to 
stimulate creative expression. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

HOMESCHOOL BOOK CLUB 
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-

way, 1:30 PM. Homeschoolers ages 8-12 
years are welcome to join this monthly 
book club. http://www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

STEAM PM ‘ART EXPLORATIONS’ 
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington 
St., 3:45 PM - 4:45 PM. Children, 6 
years and older, drop in between 3:45 
and 5 p.m. http://www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

AFRICAN AMERICAN FEMALE DIRECTORS: 
3 PART FILM SERIES 
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM. This film se-
ries explores three underappreciated 
gems by female African-American direc-
tors. Each film will feature a short intro-
duction and an audience discussion 
afterwards. http://www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY MEETING 
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference 
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, 5:00 
PM - 6:30 PM. TOPS is a weekly support 
and educational group promoting 
weight loss and healthy lifestyle. Berlin 
group No. 169. Rose Campion, 410-641-
0157 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 7:00 PM. 
Come and sing. Drop-ins welcome. 
Carol, 410-641-6876 

Tues., Jan. 14 
IDENTITY THEFT WORKSHOP 
Berlin Town Hall, second floor Council 
Chambers, 10 William St., 10:30 AM. 
The workshop will address what to do 
before and after a breach of identity and 
teach attendees to be advocates of Iden-
tity Defense, safeguard personal infor-
mation, detect suspicious activity and 
find resolutions to identity breaches. 
The workshop is free and open to the 
public. 

STORY TIME ‘WINTER, SNOW & HIBERNA-
TION’ 
Pocomoke Library, 301 Market St., 
10:30 AM. For 2 to 5 year old children. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

PLAY TIME 
Berlin library, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 
AM. A play date for infant to 5 year old 
children. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

COMPUTER CLEAN UP 
Berlin library, 13 Harrison Ave., 2:00 
PM. A representative from Saltwater 
Media will present ways to ensure your 
computer runs at peak performance. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

ACUPUNCTURE: AN INTRODUCTION 
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-

Calendar 
Submit calendar items to: editor@oceancitytoday.net. 
Submission deadline is 5 p.m. Monday, the week of 
publication. Local submissions have priority. Area 
event listings are subject to space availability.
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STROLLING INTO THE NEW YEAR 
Coastal Kids Director Verena Chase, center, shares seashell and marine life artifacts during the Ilia Fehrer/Judy Johnson New Year’s Day Beach Walk at Assateague State Park, Wednesday, Jan. 1.

CALENDAR

way, 2:00 PM. Dr. Mark Stoehr will dis-
cuss the healing properties of acupunc-
ture, including its use to alleviate stress 
and pain. Register: 410-524-1818. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FAMILY TIME ‘CRAFTS’ 
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM. Every Tuesday 
is Family Time. http://www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT GROUP 
Gull Creek Senior Living, 1 Meadow St., 
3:15 PM - 4:30 PM. Group provides dis-
cussions and mutual support, as well as 
education on exercise, nutrition, coping 
techniques, medications and develop-
ments in treatment. Kay Kinnikin, 410-
641-4765, 
http://www.delmarvaparkinsonsal-
liance.org 

NAMI LOWER SHORE FAMILY SUPPORT 
GROUP 
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference 
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, 6:30 
PM - 8:00 PM. Free, monthly program 
offers shared wisdom and problem solv-
ing for family members of individuals 
with mental illness. No registration or 
enrollment obligation necessary. Carole 
Spurrier, 410-208-4003, carole-
spurrier@msn.com or Gail S. Mansell, 
gmansell@atlanticgeneral.org, 410-641-
9725 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY MEETING 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health 
Center, 9730 Healthway Drive, 5:30 PM 
- 7:00 PM. TOPS is a support and educa-

tional group promoting weight loss and 
a healthy lifestyle. 
jeanduck47@gmail.com 

Wed., Jan. 15 
WITTY KNITTERS 
Berlin library, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:00 
AM - 12:00 PM. Knitters, crochet enthu-
siasts, needle artists of all skill levels are 
invited. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

MARYLAND VA REPRESENTATIVE 
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM. Maryland Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Representative 
Michelle Licata is available to offer out-
reach services to veterans and their fam-
ilies on the third Wednesday of each 
month. No appointments necessary. 
410-713-3482, http://www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

LAP TIME 
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington 
St., 10:30 AM. Songs, stories, games and 
finger plays for children under 2 years 
old. http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

PLAY TIME 
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 AM. A play time for infant to 
5 year old children. http://www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

GENEALOGY WORKSHOP 
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
11:00 AM. This workshop starts with a 
20-minute lesson on genealogy research 

followed by a Q&A session. Register: 
410-208-4014. http://www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
John H. ‘Jack’ Burbage Jr. Regional 
Cancer Care Center Conference Room, 
9707 Healthway Drive, 1:00 PM - 2:00 
PM. Women Supporting Women/AGH 
Support group for women and men who 
are battling breast cancer (current pa-
tients and survivors). Lunch is provided. 
RSVP: 410-548-7880. 

CALLED BACK: EMILY DICKINSON 
Berlin library, 13 Harrison Ave., 2:00 
PM. Actress Kelley Rouse performs her 
one woman play about this famous poet. 
She explores the power of friendship 
and female creativity. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

OCEAN CITY BOOK OF THE MONTH 
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 2:00 PM. Featuring “The Dove-
keepers” by Alice Hoffman. To obtain a 
copy of the book, call 410-524-1818. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

SIT N’ STITCH 
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington 
St., 3:30 PM - 5:00 PM. Drop in and join 
others for knitting, crocheting and other 
needle arts. Please bring your own mate-
rials. http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

STEAM PM ‘ART EXPLORATIONS’ 
Berlin library, 13 Harrison Ave., 3:45 
PM. Children, 6 years and older, drop in 
between 3:45-5 p.m. 
http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

SNACK ATTACK 

Pocomoke Library, 301 Market St., 4:00 
PM. Learn about the food groups and 
basic kitchen safety while making deli-
cious, healthy snacks. (Peanut and 
wheat products may be used). For ages 8 
years and older. Register: 410-957-
0878. http://www.worcesterlibrary.org 

KIWANIS CLUB OF GREATER OP/OC 

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 235 Ocean Parkway. Doors open 
at 7 a.m., meeting begins at 8 a.m. 410-
641-7330, 
http://www.kiwanisofopoc.org 

DELMARVA HAND DANCE CLUB 

Wednesdays - Ocean City Elks Lodge, 
13708 Sinepuxent Ave., 5:30 PM - 9:00 
PM. Dance to the sounds of the ’50s and 
’60s music. A $5 donation to benefit 
Veterans and local charities in the Del-
marva region. Members and guests. 
dance@delmarvahanddancing.com, 
410-208-1151, http://delmarvahand-
dancing.com 

OC/BERLIN ROTARY CLUB MEETING 

Wednesdays - Residence Inn by Mar-
riott Ocean City, 300 Seabay Lane, 6:00 
PM. 302-540-2127 

BRIDGE WEDNESDAYS 

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 10:00 AM - 
2:00 PM. Knowledge of basic Bridge 
(Goren/American Standard). 410-596-
5498 



Full Time Rental Agent 
Needed. Busy vacation 

rental company seeking a full 
time, year round rental 

agent. Must be professional 
and have great customer 
service skills. Real Estate  

license preferred. Willing to 
work weekends. Good  

administrative skills needed. 
Small friendly company with 

competitive wages.  
Please email resume to  
robbieh@centraloc.com 

 

 

RENTALS 

 

YR Ocean Pines. Large 2 
story. 3BR, 2.5BA, screened 
porch, fireplace, oversized 
garage. No smoking, no pets. 
Good credit. Security deposit 
plus utilities. $1495 per 
month. 301-509-6515 

YR RENTAL - 5 Bed / 3 Bath 
Home in WOC, Cape Isle of 
Wight. Fenced-in back yard, 
2-car garage with full upstairs 
storage space. New carpet, 
paint, will be available around 
1/1/20. $1600 per month, plus 
electric and cable. Resort 
Rentals, 410-524-0285. 

Year-Round Rental  
Available in West Ocean 

City. 2BR, 1BA.  
Call 1-877-289-1616 for 

more information. 
 

Responsible, mature, reliable 
roommate wanted for mid-
town OC apartment. $450/ 
mo. Shared electric. 410-
251-6678 

 

REAL ESTATE 

Remodeled From  
Foundation Up, 3BR, 2BA 

Home on .25 Acre 
In Bishopville. No HOA. 

$239,000  
Call Howard Martin Realty, 

410-352-5555. 

$59,900 cash buys you a 
BEAUTIFUL mobile home! 
Thoroughly renovated, near 

boat ramp. Lot rent 
$425/month.  

Call Howard Martin Realty 
410-352-5555 

 

HELP WANTED RENTALS

Classifieds now appear 
in Ocean City Today & 
the Bayside Gazette 
each week and online at 
oceancitytoday.com 
and baysideoc.com.

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE

HELP WANTED

GET IT  
RENTED HERE! 

410-723-6397 
www.oceancitytoday.com 

www.baysideoc.com

ROOMMATE

www.oceancitytoday.com 
Convenient, quick, no waiting, no calls ~ Days, nights and weekendsOrder Your Classifieds Online

RENTALS

Hiring ALL 
Positions!!

Full time & Part time 
To apply go to: 

www.mygcjob.com 

Full time & Part time 
Stop by our location on 

52nd street! 
or call 443-664-2825

HIRING ALL  
POSITIONS!!

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
$14-$16/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Become a Better 
You in 2020! 

 
To Order Product 

Call Christine  
443-880-8397 or  

email: snowhillavon@ 
comcast.net  
To Become an  

Avon Representative 
Sign Up at www. 

ChristinesBeautyShop.com 

is now accepting applications for the  
following positions: 

 

Cooks, A/V Staff, Painter,  
General Maintenance, 

P/T Distillery Tour Guide 
 

For more details or to apply,  
please go online to  

www.seacrets.com/employment

Classifieds 410-723-6397

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals   We Welcome Pets 

7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700  

www.holidayoc.com

RENTALS

Office Assistant       
Needed 

    Full-time Position 
Seasonal (or) Year Round   

We have two busy rental offices  We are looking for someone 
who can assist in our Ocean Pines and Ocean City office.  
   � References required/Real Estate License a Plus 
   � Professional/Friendly   
   � Must be willing travel to properties mostly in Ocean 
Pines and Ocean City.         
   � Must work most weekends as needed – No Evenings  
   � Administrative skills needed 

 
Please fax resumes letters and references to or  

inquiries to   
Hileman Real Estate, Inc.  

Attn: Chris to fax # 410-208-9562 or email  
Hilemanre@aol.com

3BR, 2BA Single Family Starting at $1200 

4BR, 2BA Single Family Starting at $1450 
Available Winter Seasonal Rentals @  

www.hilemanrealestate.com

CALL US TODAY!  
410-208-9200

Open 6 Days A Week 
Mon.-Sat., 9-5 

* Berlin * Ocean City * 
* Ocean Pines *   

* Snow Hill *

WINTER WEEKLY 
RENTALS  

Pool Front Room..$199/wk 
Family Room........$235/wk 
2BR Apartment.....$315/wk 
3BR Suite .............$400/wk  

Burgundy Inn 
1210 Philadelphia Ave. 

410-289-8581

LACROSSE COACHES   
Worcester Preparatory School, a coeducational college 
preparatory day school serving over 500 students in grades 
PK-12, is currently seeking Head and Assistant Coaches for 
Boys Lacrosse. Minimum of 2 yrs. experience and CJIS 
Background Screening required. EOE 

 
 Contact: Matt McGinnis 

410-641-3575 or  
mmcginnis@worcesterprep.org

RAMBLER MOTEL 
9942 Elm Street, WOC 

(Behind Starbucks) 
Sleeps 4, $250 per week 

Manager onsite 
410-213-1764

 

Work At The BEACH... 
Work With The BEST!!  

Top wages, excellent benefits package and free  
employee meal available to successful candidates. 

Employment Opportunities:   
Year Round, Full/Part Time: Banquet Server, 

Server, Bartender, Busser, Hostess/Host, 
Food Runner, Front Desk, Pool Attendants, 
Line Cooks, Lobby Attendants, Housestaff, 
Room Attendants, Wash Room,  
Maintenance, Dishwasher 

Free employee meal and  
excellent benefits. 

Clarion Resort Fontainebleau Hotel 
Attn: Human Resources Dept. 

10100 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD 21842 
Phone: 410-524-3535       Fax: 410-723-9109  

EOE M/F/D/V

 
Captain’s Table Restaurant 

2 15th Street,  
Ocean City, MD 21842  

Now accepting applications 
for the following YR  

position:  

• Year Round Line Cook  
Apply in person or email resume to: 

duran.showell@marriott.com  
All candidates must go through a satisfactory background check.  

www.courtyardoceancity.com ~ No phone calls please.

ADMINISTRATIVE  
ASSISTANT  

Part-time position in law 
office. Proficient computer 

skills, Word Perfect,  
Dictaphone, telephone and 

light bookkeeping  
required. Familiarity with  

E-filing a plus, but  
will train. 

Please respond by  
sending resume to  

P.O. Box 56,  
Ocean City, MD 21843

Male or Female Retiree 
PT or FT Janitorial/  

Custodial Work  
Flexible hours.  

Good references needed. 
Contact Gene Brewis with 

Harbour Island at  
14th Street on the bay.  

410-251-1423

Summer Rental  
Available May 10th-Sept. 10th. 312 Sunset Dr. 2BR/1.5BA, 
newly remodeled, big kitchen/living area. Sleeps up to 6. 

$13,500/season, you pay utilities. Security deposit $2,000. 
Call 410-428-7333. www.SunsetTerraceRentals.com

Ocean Pines Early Bird   
4 Large bedrooms and 
great room w/cathedral 
ceiling and fireplace.  

Master bdrm. & bath w/jet 
tub and separate shower. 
Large kitchen with lots of 

cabinets. All purpose 
room. Two car garage  

and large deck.  
Overlooks golf course. 

$359,950  
Open Daily by Apt. 
Call 410-726-0698
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1 Office/Retail Space &  
1 Warehouse Unit available 

in West Ocean City.         
Call 443-497-4200 

Berlin: 225 sq. ft. Office 
Space, $350/mo. includes 
utilities. 120 sq. ft. Storage 

Sheds, each $95/mo.  
Call 410-726-5471. 

 

 

SERVICES 

House and Rental Clean Out, 
small and local moving, and 
removal of junk and furniture. 
Also, will clean out garages/ 
sheds. 302-222-7297, 302-
422-9390 
 

Do you have an old bicycle 
not being used? It could 
mean a world of difference to 
a hard-working international 
student. We are looking to 
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at 
443-975-3065.  
 

SELLING EVERYTHING!  
Furnishings, household 

items. If it’s in the picture 
it’s for sale! Including all 

garage items.  
Preview: homecb.com/ 
21dukestreet-selbyville. 

Cash only. Sat., January 11 
& Sun., January 12,  

8am-5pm. 
 

Acorn Stairlift. New. Asking 
$2000. 410-213-1897 

COMMERCIAL DONATIONS MOVING SALE FOR SALE

Run your business card in our  

SERVICE DIRECTORY 
CALL 410-723-6397  

for pricing!

FURNITURE

SERVICES

JUMPIN’ JACK FLASH 
FURNITURE WAREHOUSE -- NEW AND USED 

Pick-Up & Delivery Available 
410-250-7000 

146th Street, Ocean City

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

SERVICES

OFFICE SPACE  
FOR RENT  

Spacious, climate- 
controlled corner office 

with beautiful views,  
available in Class A office 

building. Use of  
Conference Room and  

reception area, in a  
modern, well-maintained 

building, in prime mid-town 
Ocean City location.   

Call 410-524-3440 for  
appointment.

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

AUTOMOBILE DONATIONS 

DONATE AUTOS, TRUCKS, 
RVs Lutheran Mission Society 
of MD. Compassion Place 
ministries help local families 
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing Tax deductible. MVA li-
censed #W1044. 

410-636-0123  
www.CompassionPlace.org 

MEDICAL LEGAL SERVICES 

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be 
Entitled To Significant Cash 
Award. Call 844-591-5210 for 
information. No Risk. No 
Money Out of Pocket. 

BUSINESS SERVICES 

Place a business card ad in 
the Regional Small Display 
2x2/2x4 Advertising Network 
– Let MDDC help you grow 
your business! Call TODAY at 
410-212-0616 to increase 
your customer base and get 
results. 

EDUCATION/CAREER 
TRAINING 

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAIN-
ING – Get FAA certification to 
fix planes. Financial Aid if qual-
ified. Approved for military 
benefits.  

Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 866-823-6769 

 

REAL ESTATE 

Delaware New Move-In 
Ready Homes! Low Taxes! 
Close to Beaches, Gated, 
Olympic pool. Homes from 
low $100's, No HOA Fees. 
Brochures Available  

1-866--629-0770 or 
www.coolbranch.com 

SERVICES- 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Increase your customer base 
and get great results by plac-
ing your ads in the MDDC – 
Classified Advertising net-
work! Call today 410-212-
0616 Ask for Multi-Media 
Specialist - Wanda & watch 
your results grow. 

Advertise in MDDC  
410-723-6397

www.baysideoc.com 
www.oceancitytoday.com

Classified  
Deadline is  

Monday @ 5pm
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COMPLETE BODY SHOP   
Auto Sales & Service • Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists

TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE  
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD

410-641-5262
ROUTE 50, BERLIN

 (1/2 Mile East of McDonald’s) 
410-641-3200

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER

autOMOtiVe repair

410-641-3200

Advertise Your 
Business with Us! 
Call Nancy at 
410-723-6397

CALL 
BY 

MONDAY 
AT 5 P.M.

BAYSIDEOC.COM

auTOMOTIVE REPaIR cleaning services

410-250-5555
Residential & Commercial • Licensed & Insured

Robert Tanner: Owner/Operator Since 1989

Upholstery Cleaning • Scotchgard • Deodorizing

Ring In The New Year  
with Clean Carpet & Furniture

Call for January Discount

clEaNING sERVIcEs

Photos and Film to DVD
CUSTOM GIFTS

• Custom Gifts
  From Your Photos!
• Photos on Canvas,
  Glass & Aluminum 
• Puzzles
• Playing Cards 
• Mugs

ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL
YOUR PERSONAL AND BUSINESS NEEDS

11065 Cathell Road - Ocean Pines
Open Mon. - Fri. 9am - 5pm • 410-208-0641 • copycentralmd.com

cusTOM GIfTs D E N TA LDENTal

100OFF
C L E A N I N G  S E R V I C E SclEaNING sERVIcEs

MIKE’S
CERAMIC TILE 

& YARD MAINTENANCE
410-641-7420

• Kitchen Backsplash
• All Flooring
• Tub & Shower Recaulking
• Tile Repairs & Drywall Repair
• Junk Removal

• Powerwashing
• Gutters Cleaned
• Yard Clean Up/Mowing
• Weeding/Mulching Beds
• Flower Planting

FREE
ESTIMATES

HaNDYMaN sERVIcEs

 

 
 

 
 

 

ymond RaymondRay
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ElEcTRIcIaN Furniture repair

Peter’s Repair Shop  
& Sharpening Service

Furniture Repair & Refinishing 
Caning • Rushing 
Shaker Webbing 

We Sharpen: Knives, Scissors, Tools, Mower Blades

Free Pick-Up & Delivery 

410-603-7582

fuRNITuRE REPaIR

cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

clEaNING sERVIcEs

• Residential & Commercial
• House Sitting
• Organization
• Light Yard Work

CLAUDIA’S CLEANING SERVICES

302.864.7031
References Available

clEaNING sERVIcEs

UnderCover Cleaning Services 

A PROFESSIONAL CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Donna Snyder - Owner 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

8 Robin Hood Trail 
Berlin, MD 21811 

443-513-4024 - office 
301-712-5224 - cell 

undercovercleaning@outlook.com 
www.undercovercleaningservices.com

clEaNING sERVIcEs

302.436.9250
38205 DuPont Blvd.

Selbyville

* SALES, SERVICE, AND INSTALLATION *
* GAS, WOOD BURNING, AND PELLET *

* CUSTOM MANTELS & ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS *

fIREPlacEs
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68 • (610) 209-7604
pipelinecontracting.net

HIC#104744 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME REPAIRS                   &  
HANDYMAN SERVICES
Painting • Wall Covering 

Carpentry • Tilework
Small Jobs Welcomed! 
410-726-7944 

MHIC#35974    www.wallartisans.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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10545 Friendship Road, Unit 3,
mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com
www.shoresidingmd.com
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Berlin, Maryland 21811

*Licenced in MDD, DE &VAA

ROOfINg Vehicle RegistRation
DON’T SPEND THE DAY AT THE MVA! 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

DON’T SPEND THE DAY AT THE MVA! 
          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

Open Mon., Wed., Fri. 10am-1pm

VEHICLE REgISTRaTION

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman 
410-390-5528 ~ cell 443-373-4539

P A I N T I N G

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PaINTINg
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LaNDSCaPINg

PaINTINg

ROOfINg

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T
SINGER CONTRACTING LLC

Doug Singer 
EST. 1970 
Licensed & Insured 
O.C.#30544 
DE#1999201949 
Fenwick Island, DE# 04-1489

MHIC#68306 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AT SENSIBLE PRICES
E-mail: singerco45@gmail.com   Cell: 410-726-1040

Interior Trim & Finish 
Hardwood Floors • 

Car Ports 
Structural Repair • 

Regular & Custom Wood Trim 
Additions 

Kitchens • Baths • Ceramic Tile 
Decks • Windows & Doors 

410-208-9159

HOME IMPROVEMENT

accept MeWeW
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
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