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OPA delays
assessment
date 90 days
Those who can pay should,
others will have more time

GREG ELLISON/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

CLUBHOUSE
General Manager John Viola reported during the Board of Directors’ meeting on April 1 that the OPA Golf Course Clubhouse project should be completed
next month. See story on page 8.

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer
(April 9, 2020) With the covid-19
pandemic hammering the economy,
the Ocean Pines Board of Directors
last Wednesday voted
6-1 to delay annual
assessment fees due
May 1 for 90 days
until the start of August.
Treasurer Larry
Perrone, the dissenting board member, Larry Perrone
championed a 60-day
window that could be extended as
needed during the still-developing
health crisis.
OPA President Doug Parks said
the topic was broached during the
board’s last regularly scheduled
meeting on March 7, with General
See OPA Page 10

OPA meetings going online Berlin meetings will
Test runs completed,
directors will convene
in video conference
By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer
(April 9, 2020) With innumerable adjustments underway globally in reaction to
the covid-19 pandemic, the
Ocean Pines Association
Board held its April 1 meeting
online to provide membership the ability to participate.
OPA President Doug
Parks said ways to give membership real-time access to
the board’s sessions had been
researched before the board
convened last week.

“The first
iteration we
wanted
to
make sure external folks
could join the
meeting and
both see and
Doug Parks
hear what’s
going on,” he said.
In a cost-conscious move,
despite the wealth of webbased meeting formats available for purchase, the
conclusion was reached to
make use of an in-house
video conferencing option,
Microsoft TEAMS.
“First and foremost was,
before we incur any costs to
run a virtual meeting, let’s

look at TEAMS because we’re
already paying for it,” he said.
“One of the reasons wanted
to use [was because] it comes
with the Microsoft licensing
we have for Office 365.”
Parks said to ensure the
cost-effective measure was
not penny wise and pound
foolish, a test run was conducted followed by a practice
session.
“This past Monday, we
had a dry run with all seven
directors tying in,” he said.
To replicate the actual experience, Parks wore two
hats during the dry run, logging in as a board member
and also accessing the meetSee ONLINE Page 8

be public, virtually
By Morgan Pilz
Staff Writer
(April 9, 2020) The first
online Berlin mayor and
Town Council meeting will
take place on Facebook
Live Monday starting at
5:30 p.m. with a budget
work session. Following
the work session, the regular session will begin at 7
p.m.
“Town staff has explored our most readily
available options for ensuring that our municipal
business can be conducted
as seamlessly as possible

w h i l e
maintaining
the
public’s
ability to
be fully informed
and to parGee Williams
ticipate
under the circumstances,”
Mayor Gee Williams said
in a press release.
The Town of Berlin will
publish the meeting packets on the Town website by
5 p.m. the Wednesday
prior to the meeting, allowSee BERLIN Page 8
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Berlin canceling
events through
June due to virus
(April 9, 2020) In light of the ongoing national and Maryland states of
emergency, events in the Town of
Berlin have been cancelled through
June 2020.
The town had announced the cancellation of all April events, but has
extended that cancellation through
June to avoid confusion and uncertainty.
“The Town and the Berlin Chamber of Commerce are cancelling, or
postponing, all special events
through June, in an abundance of
caution during this unique time,”
Berlin Mayor Gee Williams said. “We
feel it is the prudent decision to make
this announcement of further event
cancellations now, instead of waiting
until the last minute.”
“If at all possible, some of these
events may be rescheduled,” Berlin
Chamber of Commerce President
Steve Frene added. “We are also
working with the Town of Berlin to
help promote a new event to responsibly and safely celebrate the end of
this very difficult time.”
This week’s announcement of cancelled events and activities include:
Saturday, April 11 – Spring Celebration
See FARMERS Page 4
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Berlin online meetings start Mon.
Town services will continue
amid coronavirus concerns;
parks, playgrounds closed
(April 9, 2020) Berlin Mayor Gee
Williams issued his weekly statement on Monday with updates concerning covid-19 (coronavirus) and
the town.
The Town of Berlin continues to
actively monitor the evolving situation regarding covid-19 (coronavirus).
All town services continue to be
provided. Town employees are working on a modified work schedule to
minimize the number of people working at town offices or utility departments. Employees are working from
home by telework whenever possible.
Please note that all Town of Berlin
and Berlin Chamber of Commerce
public events have been cancelled
through the end of June 2020. Berlin
previously announced the cancellation of all events in April but has extended the cancellations though
June.
Town parks and playgrounds will
remain closed through the end of
May at a minimum. This decision will
be re-evaluated later this spring as
the conditions of the coronavirus
health emergency evolve.
Meetings conducted by the Town

of Berlin will resume next Monday,
but in strict accordance with Gov.
Larry Hogan’s stay-at-home order
and guidelines.
Equipment has been secured to
enable the town to have Berlin mayor
and council meetings that are available to public access by way of electronic livestreaming format for
immediately foreseeable future.
The first livestream council meeting will be next Monday, April 13 at
5:30 p.m. This will be a General Fund
work session, which is the next step
in preparing our 2021 town budget.
Immediately after the work session on April 13, the regular session
of the Berlin Mayor and Council will
begin at 7 p.m., also on livestream.
Two weeks later, on Monday, April
27 at 5:30 p.m. the council will
livestream our Utilities Fund budget
work session, immediately followed
by a regular session at 7 p.m. that will
also be livestreamed to the public.
The live video feed of the mayor
and council meetings will be available
on the town’s Facebook page, which
is accessible by clicking on the Facebook icon at the top of our webpage
or directly via Facebook by typing
@berlinmd in the search bar.
Following the meetings, the video
recording will be available for future
reference via the town’s website. This
information is also available on our
town website: berlinmd.gov/news,
Berlin’s Facebook page and Berlin’s
public access tv channel.
Only the mayor and council and up
to three town staff will be in attendance at these meetings. Town department heads will be allowed to
make presentations only one person
at a time.
The public may submit comments
and questions in advance prior to
these meetings in four ways: electronically via email or text, fax, or by
USPS mail. Please note any communications must be received by no later
than noon on the day of a meeting.
Questions and comments will be
compiled for the mayor and council
to review and discuss during the
meeting. Send these communications

to either of the following four ways:
email: info@berlinmd.gov: please use
M&C Comments in the subject; fax:
410-641-2316; In the drop boxes located behind Town Hall and at the
corner of Bay and William streets;
USPS mail: Town of Berlin, 10
William Street, Berlin, Maryland
21811
Note: To reach the Town of Berlin
in time, any traditional mailed communications must be in the USPS
system by no later than the US Post
Office’s close of business the Friday
before a Monday meeting.
Any town notices and statements
related to this public health emergency are distributed to all local news
media, posted on our town website:
berlinmd.gov/news/, Facebook page,
public access channel and by notices
displayed outside of Town Hall.
Information from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and any alerts or additional information about the coronavirus that
pertains to Worcester County is also
displayed on our town website.
Your mayor and council members
are grateful that our community is
following the “stay-at-home order” issued a week ago by Gov. Larry
Hogan. The expected peak of the
spread of COVID-19 in Maryland remains unknown. Updates of further
orders from our governor will continue to be shared by the Town of
Berlin.
We are encouraged by your actions
in our community to take public distancing and minimizing exposure to
others seriously during this emergency.
None of us has ever experienced a
pandemic before, but by all of us following Maryland’s statewide order
we can all do our part in minimizing
the spread and horrible effects of
covid-19.
There has never been a time since
our community’s founding when our
understanding that we are all part of
the extended family of Berlin is of
more importance. Please Take Care.
– Mayor Wm. Gee Williams III
Town of Berlin, Maryland

BILL CANNON’S GARAGE, INC.
FOR ALL OF YOUR AUTO CARE NEEDS

• Transmission Repair • Emission and Inspections
• Onboard Computer Diagnostics
• Engine Repair and Rebuild • Brake Service
• and Much More!
36389 DuPont Blvd - Rt 113 Selbyville 3 miles North of MD-DE line

302-436-4200
“CERTIFIED NAPA SERVICE CENTER”
With a Nationwide Warranty Program

Established
in 1984
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OP Chamber joins cohorts seeking funding
Nonprofit business groups’
classification would curtail
access to stimulus money
By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer
(April 9, 2020) As the covid-19 pandemic wreaks havoc with Maryland’s
economy, the Ocean Pines Chamber of
Commerce is working with similar entities across the state to ensure that business organizations are included in the
next phase of federal stimulus money.
Executive Director Kerrie Bunting

said her organization is
classified by the IRS as
a 501(c)(6) nonprofit
organization. But unlike groups and organizations
with
the
501(c)(3) designation,
Kerrie Bunting
donations to the former
aren’t tax deductible.
“Chambers don’t get any money
from the government at all unless you’re
a tourism center,” she said. “They get
town or county money to run the
tourism side but not the chamber side.”
Bunting said the only groups in

Maryland meeting those criteria are in
Ocean City and Garrett County, with
chambers solely reliant on memberships and sponsorships for financial
backing.
The recent third phase of federal
emergency funding for small businesses
and industry, in part through the Economic Injury Disaster Loans program,
did not include 501(c)(6) nonprofits, because the designation includes larger
membership groups.
“The reason that the federal government didn’t include (c)(6) to begin with
was because large foundations are in-

volved, like the NFL,” she said.
Bunting said financial markers could
be established to differentiate chamber
of commerce needs from those with
larger bottom lines.
“We need to limit the (c)(6) who
qualify to some strata such as certain
gross or annual revenue,” she said.
Bunting said the Economic Injury
Disaster Loans program was discussed
during a recent conference call with the
Maryland Association of Chamber of
Commerce executives.
“Under that, there’s a loan but then
See OP Page 4
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OP Chamber part
of group seeking
federal stimulus
Continued from Page 3
there’s a grant,” she said. “The only
thing that a (c)(6) can do is just a onetime $10,000 grant just for payroll and
the utilities.”
Bunting said those overhead costs
generally account for the bulk of expenses paid by chambers.
“Its only $10,000, it’s one time and it
is forgivable,” she said.
Bunting said in addition to highlighting the need to Maryland Sens. Ben
Cardin and Chris Van Hollen, Garrett
County Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Nicole Christian is planting seeds with Gov. Larry Hogan.
“She has been speaking directly with
the governor seeing if Hogan, since he is
on such a national stage, could do something or put pressure somewhere,” she
said. “The hope is that (c)(6) can get
some relief in the phase four program.”
Bunting said Christian also sent a
formal communication to Hogan and
encouraged cohorts to follow suit.
“She sent a letter to Hogan to see if
he might be able to influence the phase
four at the federal level, or is there’s
something within the state … that he
could create for chambers specifically,”
she said. “She wanted all of us to do
something similar just to show him that
all the chambers are in the same boat.”
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OPA reviews strong YTD financials
By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer
(April 9, 2020) While future financial challenges from the covid-19 pandemic are yet unknown, last week the
Ocean Pines Association reported
both favorable budget numbers during February and strong reserve fund
balances.
General Manager John Viola presented current fiscal year ending totals for February during the OPA
Board meeting on April 1.
Despite the cold weather time period, during February the association
recorded revenues favorable to
budget by roughly $28,000, with the
current year totals for the month just
over $174,000 compared to an estimated figure of about $146,000.
Positive returns were also seen on
the expense side, which closed February approximately $33,000 below expectations, tracking at roughly

$789,000 to beat the budgeted tally
of about $822,000.
Those figures combined for a positive net operating total of roughly
$61,000 for February.
Turning to cash on hand and
short-term investments, OPA Treasurer Larry Perrone presented the fiscal totals to close February.
Perrone said the association ended
February with approximately $9.7
million in cash. The sum includes
$4.8 million in fully insured CDARs,
with $4.9 million split between
money markets and operating accounts.
“The overall laddered investment
rate of return for February was approximately 2.3 percent,” he said.
Looking at reserve fund totals, including replacement, bulkheads, and
roads, through the end of February,
the overall balance of $7.6 million is
marginally lower than the $8.8 mil-

lion on hand when the current fiscal
year started on May 1.
Perrone said fiscal 2019/2020
opened with about $5.2 million in replacement reserves, roughly $2.5 million for bulkheads and about $1.1
million for roads.
Though February the numbers
balanced at roughly $4.8 million in
replacement reserves, about $2 million for bulkheads and just over
$800,000 for roads.
Looking to the end of fiscal
2019/2020 that closes on April 30,
Perrone said reserve accounts are
forecast to close at just over $5 million, including balances of $1.2 million for bulkheads and approximately
$523,000 for roadwork.
“Our replacement reserve account,
taking into consideration what we
have spent and anticipate to spend on
our projects, will have it at a balance
of $3.2 million,” he said.

Farmers market set to open May 3
tub Race
All Business After Hours through
June
All 2nd Friday Art Strolls and
Makers Markets through June
The town has also decided to cancel spring bulk waste collection,
which had been scheduled for
Wednesday, April 22 and Wednesday, April 29.
Yard Waste Collection scheduled
for Wednesday, May 6 and Wednesday, May 13, will proceed as scheduled.
Important
information
regarding Yard Waste Collection can
be found on the town’s website on the
Public Works Department page.
As a food market, the Berlin Farmers Market will be able to open as

Continued from Page 2
Saturday, April 18 – Saturday, April 25 – Take Pride in Berlin
Week
Saturday, April 18 – Clean-Up
Day
Friday, May 1 – Reggae Play Day
Saturday, May 2 – Spring Just
Walk Berlin
Saturday, May 9 – Berlin Jazz &
Blues Wine & Brews
Saturday, May 16 – Berlin
Spring Cruisers
Sunday, May 24 – Memorial
Day at the Monument (Main & West
Streets)
Monday, May 25 – Old-Fashioned Memorial Day and Parade
Friday, June 19 – Berlin Bath-

TRAILERS,
WE ARE OPEN TO SERVE ALL $
TRAILER HITCHES,
OF YOUR AUTO NEEDS
PARTS & REPAIRS FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR EMPLOYEES & CUSTOMERS,

scheduled on Sunday, May 3 at 9 a.m.
“The Farmers Market will open on
Sunday, May 3 and the town will be
implanting social distancing and
safety measures recommended by the
Maryland Farmers Market Association as well as other farmers markets
around the state.” Ivy Wells, Berlin’s
Economic and Community Development director, said.
Reservations of facilities in town
parks will also be canceled through May
and the parks will remain closed to the
general public through the end of May
at a minimum. This will be re-evaluated
later this spring as coronavirus health
emergency conditions change.
Visit the town website at
berlinmd.gov for more information.
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Celebrating 32 Years

CRABS

DELIVERY
to Ocean City,
Ocean Pines & Berlin
CALL

FOR CARRY-OUT

410-213-0448

Route 611 – On The Road To Assateague • 1/2 Mile South of Rt. 50

shrimpboatoc.com

Monday-Friday 11am to 3pm
9724 Stephen Decatur Hwy.
Ocean City, MD 21842

or ONLINE at

Thank You to all the

Nurses, Doctors and
First Responders
We honor the Nurses, Doctors and First
Responders who dedicate their careers to making
our world a better place.
Their unwavering commitment to providing quality
care and comfort touches the lives of patients and
their families every day, and we thank them for
their life-saving contributions to our community.
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WCPS students using online learning guide
By Morgan Pilz
Staff Writer
(April 9, 2020) Ever since Maryland State Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Karen Salmon announced on
March 26 that schools would remain
closed for an additional four weeks,
Worcester County Public School officials have been preparing parents and
students with online learning material
they can use at home.
Using an online management system called Schoology, Worcester
County Public School’s Continuity of
Learning Plan went into effect Monday, March 30, for high school students in AP courses or dual
enrollment.
Remaining high schoolers began
that Tuesday, and middle school and
elementary school students began
their own Continuity of Learning Plan
courses on Monday.
“We firmly believe that every student deserves and needs to continue
their education in whatever way we are
able to provide it,” Public Relations
and Special Events Coordinator Carrie
Sterrs said. “Just as we strive to meet
students’ basic needs through our
feeding program, we must meet those
more complex needs, like social-emotional well-being through our counseling services or instructional needs
through Continuity of Learning.”
The board of education has created

a parent guide on its website at
http://worcesterk12.org/home
named Parent Guide that lays out the
groundwork to help parents understand the requirements of a Continuity of Learning environment.
For high school students, total time
spent on each class, including reading, homework, and work towards
long-term assignments, should not
exceed 75 minutes for non-collegelevel classes and 90 minutes for college-level classes.
For middle school students, total
class engagement time includes 60
minutes per day for literacy and
mathematic courses, 30 minutes per
day for science and social studies, 90
minutes per week for art, music,
physical education, health and media,
30 minutes each Tuesday for Tech
Tuesday and 30 minutes each
Wednesday for Wellness Wednesday.
For elementary school students,
online learning experiences per day
are intended to not exceed more than
an hour and a half, as the board recognizes families may have more than
one child to guide.
“Our parent guide breaks out
learning timeframes by grade … indicating how much time per day or
week will be dedicated to subject
areas,” Sterrs said.
Students will be graded by teachers
based on their assessments of a stu-

Find
LOCAL
RESTAURANT
TAKE-OUT
Click Link

On Our Home Page
oceancitytoday.com

dent’s progress.
The guide also offers advice for
what roles and responsibilities students and parents have supporting
the learning environment.
Parents can help support their children in their studies by engaging in
conversations on materials and assignments and monitoring time spent
in online and offline learning.
The board has also considered the
importance of providing computer
technology for students who may not
have internet or computer access at
home.
On Wednesday, April 1, the principal and vice principal of Berlin Intermediate School signed out laptops to
parents from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. In the
future, it will also be handing out internet hotspot devices once they are
made available.
“Each school has surveyed families
to find out what students and teachers
need devices and or connectivity, and
we are working as quickly as possible
to deploy devices to those in need,”
Sterrs said.
The board also is looking into options for those who do not have any
internet access.
“We are in the process of acquiring
additional hotspot devices to deploy
to students and teachers that have
limited internet connectivity,” Sterrs
said. “However, we understand that
there are rural regions in our county
that, despite having a hotspot and device, connectivity is simply not available.
“For these students, we are going
to provide a paper packet option. We
are also looking into expanding internet connectivity outside of our
schools, including our parking lot
areas.”
Superintendent of Schools Lou
Taylor addressed the technology issue
during an emergency Board of Education phone conference on Tuesday,
March 31.
“There’s been a lot of work that
goes into the distribution of computers, and making sure that we have Internet access,” Taylor said. “That still
seems to be one of our challenges, but

we’re going to face it head on. We
have approximately 180 hot spots
available.
“We do have some challenges getting some of our kids who don’t have
Internet access and or have a device,”
he continued. “But our staff are working hard to make sure we’re reaching
out to individual students, not just
making a blanket statement to get
them the device, even if we have to
find a way to deliver that. We’re going
to do everything we can to get that device to them immediately.”
Sterrs and Taylor advise parents
and students to continue being patient.
“We’d like to ask our families to
please be patient with us and themselves,” Sterrs said. “This is new territory for everyone, and while there will
be challenges along the way, we will
do the best we are able to keep our
students engaged in learning for the
duration of this closure.”
Taylor also celebrated the first
week of online learning for high
school students with a message to the
public last Friday.
“Being able to begin continuity of
learning so quickly is a testament to
the incredible work of our teachers,
instructional and school leaders, and
our staff, who truly mobilized our
plans to launch us forward with device and hotspot distribution, trainings, and more,” he said.
“Distance learning is new for all of
us, and while our educators have been
working hard to learn new techniques
to provide ongoing, engaging learning
experiences for your child, we also understand that many of you are navigating how to be facilitators of learning in
your own homes,” Taylor continued.
“There will undoubtedly be challenges
along this journey, but we will persevere through them … together.”
If parents or students have issues
with Schoology or other technologybased problems, they can reach out to
the Worcester County Public Schools
website, www.worcesterk12.org to request assistance, or call 302-4665329, 434-535-1477, or 410-635-1042
to reach a HELPDESK representative.
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ATLANTIC PHYSICAL THERAPY
410-208-3630 • 1-888-208-3828

The Most Innovative & Complete PT Clinic on Delmarva
We keep the “CARE” in Healthcare

STAY SAFE! STAY STRONG! STAY HOME!
All of our clinics are open for essential Physical Therapy.
We are capable of doing therapy via telehealth services
for patients who are able to do their therapy at home.
Please call for more details
and check our website for updates.
FREE Transportation. Always Accepting New Patients.
We remain open at this time prioritizing our patients’ needs as well as their health and safety.
We want to assure you that we are committed to using all preventative measures to protect
our patients and staff alike. We are ensuring that there are always less than 10 people
in the clinic, keeping patients 6 feet away from each other. We are using proper protective
equipment and vigorously cleaning equipment and surfaces continuously.
Let us all remain strong during this difficult time.

Locally & Family Owned • Serving the Community Since 1998

www.AtlanticPTRehab.com
#1 PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE ON DELMARVA! - 9 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU !
Ocean Pines MD Physical Therapy

Ocean Pines MD Occupational Therapy

West Ocean City MD Physical Therapy

Berlin MD Physical Therapy

Salisbury MD Physical Therapy

West Fenwick DE Physical Therapy

Millsboro DE Physical Therapy

Ocean View DE Physical Therapy

11070 Cathell Road, Unit 4
Berlin, MD 21811
410-208-3630

10231 Old Ocean City Blvd
Berlin, MD 21811
443-513-4079
28632 Dupont Blvd.
Millsboro, DE 19966
302-934-0304

11070 Cathell Rd, Unit 9B
Berlin, MD 21811
410-208-3630
1406 S. Salisbury Blvd
Salisbury, MD 21801
443-736-4091

111 Atlantic Avenue, Ste 1
Ocean View, DE 19970
302-829-8508

9923 Stephen Decatur Hwy
Ocean City, MD 21842
410-390-3490

37031 Old Mill Bridge Rd., Unit #2,
West Fenwick, DE 19975
302-564-7476

Laurel DE Physical Therapy

30214 Sussex Highway, Unit 4B
Laurel, DE
302-875-8640

“Often Imitated, Never Equaled”
Most Liked PT Clinic in
the Mid-Atlantic Region
Numbers Don’t Lie!
– Check Us Out
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Best in OC

Ocean Pines
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Viola updates projects, pandemic response
By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer
(April 9, 2020) In addition to reviewing the association’s responses to
the covid-19 pandemic, OPA General
Manager John Viola last Wednesday
brought the board of directors up to
date on building projects.
Viola reviewed the association’s efforts to encourage health safety
measures with the OPA Board at its
meeting on April 1.
Viola said along with daily monitoring of information from the federal
government, the OPA continues to
follow Gov. Larry Hogan’s media appearances, along with updates from
Worcester County officials.
To ensure the community is pro-

vided timely reports
on the pandemic, the
OPA has been providing constant social
media updates and a
covid-19 specific page
on its website.
For the most upJohn Viola
dated information visit
https://www.oceanpines.org/opanews/covid-19/.
Turning to capital projects, Viola
reviewed cost and completion timelines for the OPA Golf Course Clubhouse and cart barn, as well as the
police and administration building
expansion.
Viola said the clubhouse is on
schedule for completion next month,

with just over $1 million of the estimated $1.6 million cost spent by the
end of February.
“This building was built and designed to handle and coexist for the
community center, for banquets, as
well as golf, without getting in each
other’s way,” he said.
Viola also presented recent photographs of the construction to document the present state of affairs. The
photos show that the golf pro shop is
awaiting fresh paint before furniture
is installed, along with nearly functional kitchen facilities.
Viola also said the new cart barn
structure is complete and awaiting
county approval prior to inhabiting.
Budgeted at $430,000 the cart-

Online sessions work in progress
Continued from Page 1
ing using the provided web link.
“I simulated myself being an external participant,” he said. “Somebody
that would not have been on the invite list but clicked on the web link.”
The main concern was having an
interactive medium for association
members to provide public comments.
“How do you interact with those
folks from, number one, identifying
someone that wanted to make a public comment, and … moderating it in
such a way that you don’t have people
talking over one another.”
In preparation for the April meeting, Parks said during an OPA Board
special meeting on March 20 members were asked to email questions
ahead of time to directors@oceanpines.org.
“For the meeting on the first, no

one had sent in any emails with regard to public comments,” he said.
Parks said it remains unclear if the
absence of responses was indicative
of membership’s lack of questions or
if members were unfamiliar with the
online process.
“We agreed amongst ourselves
that I would read those comments
that came into that mailbox,” he said.
“All the directors will see the comment.”
Parks said although the directors
concluded that the virtual meeting
last week was acceptable, further refinements are being sought to improve the interactive experience for
members.
“We’re trying to think of other
ways they can submit questions,” he
said.
Ideally, external participants could
view the proceedings and chime in

during the public comment portion.
“There’s pros and cons to that, the
pro being they can submit a question
… actually speak and everybody can
hear them,” he said.
On the down side, Parks said the
TEAMS platform is not presently
configured to permit precise muting
abilities to eliminate background
noise from other participants.
“I can do that but there’s no way to
mute everybody else,” he said. “You
actually have to count on the folks …
to have the … virtual meeting courtesy to mute their line.”
For now, the online meeting format remains a work in progress.
“Right now it’s in its infancy [but]
I’d like to refine it to the point where
it’s well run,” he said. “We’re not
there yet, but certainly we’re not at a
point where nobody can deliver a
public comment.”

Berlin to stream live to Facebook
Continued from Page 1
ing members of the public to submit
questions and comments in writing up
to noon on the meeting date. Submissions
can
be
emailed
to
info@berlinmd.gov, faxed to 410-6412316, dropped at Town Hall in either
of the two drop boxes, or mailed to
Town Hall, 10 William Street, Berlin,
MD 21811.
Any public hearing held during the
online meeting will not be able to accept any live comment from residents
during the actual meeting.
“Can residents chime in when the

meeting is being conducted? The answer will be ‘no,’” Town Administrator
Jeff Fleetwood said. “What we’re going
to do to accelerate the agenda, to make
it available sooner than what we’ve
done in the past, we are having the
agenda available by close of business
the Wednesday prior to the meeting.
That way the public can take a look at
the agenda if they have concerns, questions or any comments at all.”
Town officials recommend that
comments be mailed no later than this
Friday to help ensure receipt by the
Town on Monday. The comments will

be compiled for the mayor and council
to provide them the opportunity to review and discuss during the meeting.
The meetings will be then be
streamed live on the Town’s Facebook
page, which can be accessed through
the town government’s website at
www.berlinmd.gov by clicking on the
Facebook icon at the top of the page,
or directly via Facebook by typing
@berlinmaryland in the search bar.
The council’s Enterprise Fund work
session will take place Monday, April
27 at 5:30 p.m. followed by a regular
session at 7 p.m.

barn build is expected to wind up
costing roughly $300,000, Viola said.
“The cart barn is about to be used,”
he said.
The police building expansion,
budgeted at roughly $1.2 million and
slated for completion by September,
is on track to wind down earlier than
anticipated.
‘”We believe it will be done by
summer,” he said.
Viola said as of the end of February roughly $283,000 of the expected
cost had been spent.
“The roof has been completed,” he
said. “We are ahead of schedule on
this.”
The roof replacement was done for
the entire police and administration
building to match the rest of the OPA
campus, Viola said.
The estimated $220,000 for the
administration building updates has
yet to be tapped, with Viola anticipating the final number to be below the
estimated total.
“We’re keeping the windows we
have,” he said.

Election Comm.
will hold virtual
meeting Friday
By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer
(April 9, 2020) Although social
distancing requirements have halted
advisory committee meetings, the
Ocean Pines Elections Committee has
scheduled a virtual meeting on Friday
at 10 a.m. to address the 2020 OPA
Board election and candidate filing
deadline of May 10.
Elections Committee Chair Steve
Habeger said although OPA President Doug Parks recently cancelled
advisory meetings for 60 days, the
mandate did provide flexibility for
groups with immediate issues to address.
“Basically, this is a test drive,” he
said.
Habeger said the upcoming election leaves the committee little choice
but to work however it can to get the
job done.
“Once the association secretary
gives us the list of candidates, we
have work to do,” he said.
The meeting will be conducted
through Microsoft Teams video conferencing
at
the
following
link: https://www.oceanpines.org/ev
ent/elections-committee-2/?instance_id=172284.
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Berlin employees
operating through
telework, in office
By Morgan Pilz
Staff Writer
(April 9, 2020) All Town of Berlin
departments continue to be open for
business, although their physical offices are closed to the public amid the
coronavirus pandemic, Town Administrator Jeff Fleetwood said.
Of the 72 town employees, around 50
percent are working
from their departments and the remainder
are
teleworking.
This number also
Jeff Fleetwood
includes the 11-13
members
of
the
Berlin Police Department, which is
continuing to work on a normal
schedule, Fleetwood said.
“We might be a little slow, but
we’re still open for business and
things are getting accomplished,” he
said. “Please be patient if we’re
slower than normal.”
Residents can still contact Administration, Human Resources, Economic and Community Development,
Electric, Finance, Berlin Fire, Parks,
Planning and Zoning, Berlin Police,
Public Works and Water Departments with questions or concerns.
Visit the town’s department directory at https://berlinmd.gov/department-directory/ to find the necessary
department contact.
Town Hall office hours are from
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays through
Fridays, excluding holidays. General
contacts can call 410-641-2770 or
email info@berlinmd.gov for more
information.

Bayside Gazette

Page 9

Pines teenager’s birthday surprise
By Morgan Pilz
Staff Writer
(April 9, 2020) An Ocean Pines
teenager received a surprise from the
local fire department when her mother
arranged to have a fire truck drive up to
their house for her birthday on Sunday.
Mia Stubblebine’s 15th birthday was
made even more special when her
mother, Debbie, got in touch with Colby
Phillips, asking for an opportunity to surprise her daughter for her birthday.
“Everybody’s stuck in the house and I
couldn’t take her anywhere to celebrate
or have anyone over so I just tried to
think outside the box to make her smile
besides just normal gifts,” Debbie said.
Phillips and her husband, Duane, who
is an Ocean City Fire Department paramedic and part-time Ocean Pines volunteer, were more than happy to help.
“[Debbie] reached out on Saturday
through a Facebook message and asked
if I knew anyone in Ocean Pines that
would be able to help get the fire truck to
come by since her daughter was in love
with fire trucks,” Phillips said. “I think
right now people are just looking for any
type of enjoyment and I thought it was
really cute. And of course, the Ocean
Pines Fire Department was 100 percent
on board with accommodating us doing
that, which was awesome.
“After we got the approval, my husband and I went to the North Gate Fire
Station, got the fire truck, and we drove
down Windjammer, which is a long
road,” she continued. “As we approached
their house, she had balloons outside. We
pulled up and my husband blared the
siren … And I think we got all the neighbors out there too. It was quite fun. We
also got a nice feel-good moment from
that.”
Debbie knew how much her daughter
loved emergency vehicles, and figured

she would try and make her birthday a
little more fun, all while embarrassing
her good-naturedly.
“There was a little bit of me wanting
to embarrass her and do something for
her to remember,” Debbie said. “We’ve
always liked emergency vehicles and
stuff, so to have one show up and surprise
her was just so much fun.”
Mia said she was definitely surprised.
“It was just a casual morning,” she
said. “I opened some gifts and we were
just chilling as a family. Then, all of a sudden, mom told me to go outside and then
this fire truck pulls up with lights and
sirens on. It was just really cool to see.
“I thought it was cool that my mom set
it up and it was just so nice of her since I
can’t have any friends over for my birthday,” Mia continued.
Videos and pictures were taken in
front of the fire truck; Mia was not allowed inside as a safety precaution.
The day turned out to be even more of
a surprise for another resident, according
to Phillips.
“When we left her house, there was
another little boy standing out because,
of course, they see a fire truck and it was
his birthday, too,” she said. “It was so cool
that we got to see two people on their
birthdays with a fire truck.”
Phillips was thrilled with the experience for two reasons: one, she had never
ridden in the front seat of a fire truck, and
two, she felt like she was part of a parade.

PHOTO COURTESY COLBY PHILLIPS

Ocean Pines resident Mia Stubblebine celebrated her 15th birthday on Sunday, April 5,
with a surprise visit from an Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire Department fire truck, driven by
local firefighter and paramedic Duane Phillips.

“This little trip I got to embarrass my
husband, while she got to embarrass her
daughter,” she said. “I embarrassed my
husband by waving to everyone and
yelling out ‘hello’ with my gloves and
mask on. It was quite enjoyable.”
Duane, who was driving the truck,
was more than happy to help, despite the
embarrassment.
“It was a good experience,” he said.
“Anytime we can put a smile on somebody’s face or do something good, that’s
a good thing.
“I was thinking about it last night ...
my brother [Darin] passed away a couple
of months ago,” he continued. “We had
so many people reach out to me and it’s
something I’m never going to forget. So,
if I can do something for someone else,
I’m glad to do so.”

Bluebird FARMS
Corn • Tomatoes • Apples • Strawberries
Eggs • Homemade Breads • Pies • Rolls
Cookies and More
Easter Lilies • Azaleas • Tulips
Vegetable & Herb Plants • Local Honey
and Much Much More
Shop at Home • Order by Phone
Safe No Contact Pick Up
1. Go to Facebook.com/bluebirdproduce
2.Call 410-208-4475….
To Place Your Order
3. Come and Pick Up between 10-5pm
Product Inventory will be posted by 8am daily

Talk to You Soon • Stay Healthy!

11207 Racetrack Road
Berlin

410.208.4475
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OPA asks those who can to pay assessments
Continued from Page 1
Manager John Viola subsequently researching options to assist property
owners facing an unanticipated monetary crunch.
Viola said the three-month delay’s
financial impact on fiduciary responsibilities and operations could likely
be absorbed without tapping replacement reserve funds.
“If we had to go longer, it would
have an effect,” he said. “It would be
tighter, but based upon the amount of
assessments coming in now, we believe we would be okay.”
While acknowledging that the association has enough cash to endure
the 90-day revenue gap, the rapidly
evolving situation remains riddled
with uncertainties, Viola said.
Perrone, who conducted an indepth look at budget figures with
Viola, said no one knows how severe
the financial hurdles will become
over the next several months.
“I think it’s clear we’ll probably
delay the due date some amount of
time. The question is how long?” he
said.

The overall goal would be avoiding
dipping into the OPA replacement reserve account, Perrone said.
“As treasurer, my concern is, if this
stay-in-place order stays in place past
June, we’re going to be in a little different situation than we would be if
we’re able to open up by the end of
June,” he said.
If pandemic restrictions continue
into the summer and amenities can’t
generate revenue in July and August,
the financial picture would become
even more cloudy , Perrone said.
“If we extend it 90 days, we would
be taking more risk because we don’t
have enough concrete information,”
he said. “We don’t know for sure
where we’re going to be, but there is
a possibility that we would have to go
into our replacement reserve account
for operations.”
Perrone espoused providing a 60day delay option for assessment payments and also noted OPA members
who pay dues after July would be ineligible to vote for the 2020 board
election.
“With all the uncertainly we have

around the numbers, we don’t know
for sure where we’re going to be in 60
days,” he said. “If things get shut
down for the entire summer, and if it
possibly goes into the fall, we could
have some serious situations.”
Perrone stressed that the delayed
payment option would be intended
for property owners suffering from financial distress, while members who
can pay should honor the May due
date.
Board member Frank Daly asked if
additional financial data could be acquired before the board’s May 2
meeting.
Viola said roughly 90 percent of
fees are usually submitted by the end
of May.
Daly also suggested any delayed
payments should be tracked to differentiate between members who need
assistance and the few who typically
pay late.
“If you want to defer, have them
contact the administration building,”
he said.
Daly said the May meeting date
also could be delayed slightly to gain

a clearer picture of the association’s
finances.
“If we go to May, and things go to
hell in a hand basket and somebody
says, ‘I think we’re going to extend
this for 60 days,’ then we have a lot
different discussion than at the end of
May us being out of the woods,” he
said.
Board member Tom Janasek,
while acknowledging the association’s monetary uncertainties, expressed strong support for the 90-day
window.
“This is an opportunity for Ocean
Pines … to be a community again that
takes care of its own,” he said. “It really goes a long way to the psyche of
our community to let them know
what we are planning as a board.”
Board member Camilla Rogers
backed the perspective shared by
Janasek, while also supporting Daly’s
notion to track those needing help by
offering to create an application
form.
“We need to know how we can
help them if more help is needed and
direct them towards appropriate resources,” she said.
Parks also expressed support for a
90-day grace period to pay dues,
while simultaneously agreeing with
Perrone the overall aim should be
avoiding using replacement reserve
funds to cover future revenue shortfalls.
“That’s not unprecedented, that’s
been done in the past, but if we can
avoid doing that, we certainly
should set that as one of the goals,”
he said.
Parks cast doubt on the need to
track members taking advantage of
delayed payment options.
“If someone doesn’t send in their
assessment, the system will tell us
that,” he said.
Parks also noted the importance
for members not experiencing financial uncertainties to meet the May
due date.
“If you can still make the payment,
please do so,” he said. “We still have
a fiduciary responsibility to our contractual obligations and our staffing.”
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OP bulkhead work remains on course for fall
By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer
(April 9, 2020) Despite the enforced
lull in activities during the covid-19 pandemic, current and pending bulkhead
repairs remain on track in Ocean Pines.
General Manager John Viola said,
in addition to the present maintenance efforts winding up by May 1,
the next batch of repairs scheduled for
the fall were approved last month.
“At this point, the bulkhead contractors are finishing up the work
from the 2019-2020 fiscal year,” he
said. “We believe we’re on plan at this
point and the bulkhead team has confirmed we’re pretty much on track.”
The OPA Board approved a contract with Fisher Marine Construction
for $1.1 million to perform bulkhead
repairs in fiscal year 2020-2021 during its meeting on March 7.

Viola said Fisher was selected
among a trio of bidders because of its
low price and its consistently reliable
work in the past.
“Most of that work would start in
September and we’re assuming everything will be back up and running by
then,” he said. “Construction at this
time does not fall under the executive
orders issued by Gov. [Larry] Hogan.”
The bid terms from Fisher are for
3,330 liner feet of vinyl bulkhead, including 2,430 liner feet of along North
Pintail Drive and 900 liner feet along
Stacy Park Canal at a cost of $355 per
foot.
The repairs were required due to
failing bulkheads, tied in part to worm
damage.
“We expect the work to remain on
schedule, even with everything else
closing,” he said.

GREG ELLISON/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Fisher Marine Construction submitted the lowest bid, at $1.1 million, for upcoming bulkhead repairs in Ocean Pines set to commence in September.

Md. Historical Society documents pandemic
By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer
(April 9, 2020) While much of society focuses on the public health safety
measures being considered and imposed during the covid-19 pandemic,
the Maryland Historical Society is pursuing its “Collecting in Quarantine” initiative to capture in words and images
the experiences of residents statewide.
Founded in 1844, the Maryland Historical Society serves as the principal
repository of records and documents
chronicling the state and is its longest
continually operated cultural foundation.
Allison Tolman, Maryland Historical Society Vice President of Collections, said written and visual
submissions of the challenges faced
statewide during the covid-19 pandemic of 2020 are being sought.
“When the quarantine really started
picking up pace, we turned to our collection to provide context for people,”
she said. “As a history museum, that’s
what we do all the time.”
Among the historical society’s collection, which includes more than
350,000 objects and roughly seven
million printed volumes, are numerous
artifacts documenting the 1918 Spanish
Flu but scant details of more recent
health scares.
“We have nothing from H1N1 swine
flu or anything more recent,” she said.
“In a hundred years [if] there’s another
pandemic there’s nothing for anyone to
look back on from the digital age.”
Tolman said due to the hyper speed
of social media and the nonstop influx
of information and commentary, Facebook posts and tweets are sometimes
lost in the mix.
“We realized there’s no one to collect
what’s happening right now,” she said.
“We’re all just so in the weeds right
now going through it, but no one is

slowing down to write it down.”
Collecting in Quarantine is comprised of two sections, “Letters From
the Homefront” and “Business Unusual” to assure future generations can
comprehend the experiences of average Marylanders navigating through

the pandemic response in 2020.
To this point, the “letter” submissions have largely consisted of journal
entries capturing everyday existence
during a time of widespread health
fears.
“We’ve gotten some creative writing

where people are pretending it’s a different time,” she said. “Basically, documenting what their daily life is and
what anxieties they have on a personal
level.”
Input from Marylanders presently
See COLLECTING Page 16
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Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

Times like these show
who deserves respect
Welcome to the dystopian future, when government officials are ephemeral figures that appear only on computer
screens, finding food entails risk and the few souls who do
venture out into an uncertain world do so with covered faces.
The hottest commodity is toilet paper, so much so that it
could become the preferred medium of exchange, as in twoply legal tender used to acquire scarce supplies and services.
Even though these absurd apocalyptic science fiction scenarios do seem somewhat appropriate under our current
covid-19 circumstances, they do not really apply.
It is true that few people alive today have ever seen anything as unsettling as this pandemic, but the difference between fact and science fiction is that these films usually
feature a small group of heroes who prevent humanity’s collapse.
Real life, however, has thousands, maybe millions, of heroes. Many of them work in grocery stores, where, despite
the risk, they continue to see that we can feed ourselves.
Others work in fulfillment centers that supply online
shoppers, while thousands more work in hospitals and medical centers, at communications companies, at fire, rescue
and police departments, and in government offices.
These are the people who allow the rest of us to work from
home, largely out of harm’s way. They deserve not just our
thanks, but also our continued respect long after this episode
is over.
Most striking is the calm and logical approach of our state
and local governing authorities. They have set the tone for
our reaction to this madness by making difficult decisions
and taking common sense actions as publicly as they can,
given their technological capabilities and limitations.
While they might not have been prepared for this specific
crisis, they have always prepared for assorted worst cases,
with their often maligned reserve funds and emergency response plans.
We hate to see these things employed, but we are gratified
that they are working as intended.
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Letters
Coastal Hospice
answers concerns
Editor,
Dear families, friends and
supporters of Coastal Hospice, I write to you today,
first and foremost, to reassure you that we are both
following every precaution
mandated and advocated by
the CDC as we serve patients
and families in our service.
You may ask, “How is it
possible to do both – take
precautions and serve patients?”
Frankly, no staff knows
more about working with seriously ill patients and their
families than hospice, as this
is the definition of our job.
Our mission statement
reads that we promote “dignity and quality of life for patients and families who face
life-limiting
conditions.”
And, while COVID-19 is a
“novel” or new virus, we
have faced some of the same
issues before with seasonal
influenza.
We have learned a lot
from 40 years’ experience.
We are learning even more
now, through this experience.
Our leadership team
meets daily to discuss new

recommendations and requirements, and to make
sure everyone on our team
remains informed.
The Q&A below will help,
we hope, allay some fears
and communicate the steps
we are taking. Please review
it and if you have questions,
send
them
to
acapen@coastalhospice.org
or call us at 410-742-8732.
We are taking every precaution possible to keep our
patients, their families, and
staff protected. We remain
diligent to assure that we are
ready and able to serve those
who need our services.
We have always appreciated your confidence in us,
and we work every day to
continue to earn it.
Good health to you all,
Alane Capen
CEO, Coastal Hospice
How are you monitoring staff?
We follow CDC guidelines
for screening questions.
Staff do not report to work if
sick. They self-monitor for
symptoms of sore throat,
cough, fever, or shortness of
breath. If they experience
any of these, they report to
the supervisor and to their
health provider.

Are
you
worried
about staffing shortfalls?
We are not. Right now we
are well-staffed and we do
have back-up staff opportunities if they prove needed.
Are you holding meetings?
Many of our meetings are
happening virtually. We
have also limited our own
gatherings to eight or fewer
individuals. Small committees will still meet observing
“social distancing” of six feet
of separation. No one with
respiratory symptoms or
fever should attend.
Are you still serving
nursing homes?
Yes, we are serving all
nursing homes across all
four counties, using the protocols noted above.
What are the restrictions on visitors?
We screen visitors at both
Coastal Hospice at the Lake
and at the Macky & Pam
Stansell House.
At Coastal Hospice at the
Lake, following the provisions set by Deer’s Head, we
are allowing one visitor at a
time.
At Stansell House, small
groups are allowed to visit.
Continued on Page 13

Have an opinion?
We invite you to share it, but all letters are subject to verification, so please include your name and phone
number. All letters are subject to editing for space and to protect the author and this newspaper from legal action. Email letters to editor@baysidegazette.com. For questions, call 410-723-6397.
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Letters
Continued from Page 12
We suggest no more than three visitors at a time to a patient, but this
may change as circumstances change.
Are you serving Palliative
Care patients?
Currently, we are screening and
seeing only new patients in an effort
to keep our waiting rooms open. We
are working with existing patients
and families by phone to manage refills and questions.
Are your chaplains still available?
Yes, they are involved and providing emotional and spiritual support
to patients, family and to our staff,
through
teleconferencing,
and
through visitations, depending on the
circumstance.
Are volunteers still working?
We currently have a limited number of volunteers who choose to remain active visiting patients at
Coastal Hospice at the Lake, at the
Pam and Macky Stansell House, and
in patients’ homes as requested by
patients and caregivers.
All volunteers have been screened
prior to visits and are continuing selfmonitoring practices. Volunteers
choosing not to see patients at this
time are still communicating with patients and or caregivers by telephone
or with handwritten notes.
What will happen to the Taste

of Finer Things fundraising
event in April?
We have rescheduled this event to
be held Oct. 14.
Is the Thrift Shop open?
Yes, the thrift shop remains open.
We will continue to monitor the situation and will adjust the hours or
days of operation as required.

Golf course
discussion
Editor,
There are 3 issues concerning its
future:
The economic issue: The golf
course lost $549,779.00 in 2016,
$654,888.00 in 2017, $396,587.00 in
2018 and $509,381.00 in 2019. These
figures include depreciation.
These figures are from the official
audit reports. A new irrigation system
is now being considered.
The estimated cost to install the
proposed effluent irrigation system,
based on a similar system installed
on a nearby golf course, is $2.7 million.
As I understand it; the majority of
that cost will be paid for from our
dues assessment. The rest will be
added to our water & sewer bills.
If the golf course is repurposed,
some of the depreciation costs will remain. But, a lot of the depreciable

equipment will no longer be needed
and can be sold. If the course greens
and fairways are replaced with natural vegetation no irrigation or fertilizer will be required.
I have seen ads stating the USDA
is offering to pay up to 75 percent of
the cost to create waterway protection on properties over 10 acres in
size.
The environmental issue: A waterway resource specialist from the University of Maryland extension service
gave a presentation in Ocean Pines in
early March.
The issue was the dangerous
amount of nitrogen going into the
waterways. She stated that 40 percent of the nitrogen entering local
waterways comes from lawns. A golf
course uses a lot more nitrogen fertilizer then lawns.
The Ocean Pines golf course borders on the water. The golf course
also receives a lot of runoff from
nearby lawns and drainage ditches.
While the golf course was not directly discussed at the meeting, it became clear that it was a source of the
problem.
The value of the golf course to
Ocean Pines property owners today:
50 years ago every large Planned Unit
Development (PUD) had a golf
course.
The courses were built to encour-

age lot purchases. Today the popularity of golf is dying out. Many golf
courses in PUDs and other communities are closing.
There are about 20 other golf
courses in this immediate area competing for the lessening number of
golfers. Many of today’s OP residents
are families with children. They have
an equal right to decide the use of the
membership land.
The BOD should authorize the
formation of a work group to prepare an alternative use proposal for
the land.
That proposal could then be sent
out with the election ballots for the
board of directors. If a majority of the
membership voters wanted the revised use, it should be done.
Note: there has been a discussion
of this issue on a website called
OceanPinesforum.com. The title of
the subject is “Local Waterway Pollution,” under the General section.
Login and read the comments.
If you agree that forming a workgroup is warranted; email the board
at directors@oceanpines.org and let
your voice be heard. If this new irrigation system is installed the land
will remain a golf course for decades.
“Speak now or forever hold your
peace.”
Harry Rutter
Ocean Pines
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Snapshots
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COOKING LESSON
As part of her lesson on the Chinese New Year, Worcester Prep Mandarin teacher Ashley Lin taught
her students how to make dumplings. Pictured, from left, are Lin, Linley Hill and Kathy Zhang.

Bob Younglove, a certified health coach, was the guest speaker at a recent meeting of the General
Levin Winder Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution. The DAR is a women’s service
organization dedicated to promoting patriotism, preserving American history, and securing America’s
future through better education. Pictured, from left, are Vice Regent Janet Simpson, Younglove and
Regent Gail Weldin.
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READ-IN
To celebrate African American History Month, the Stephen Decatur High School National English
Honor Society hosted its third annual African American Read-In, where students, teachers and
parents had the opportunity to read and listen to excerpts from African American writers. Pictured
are Decatur National English Honor Society officers Madison Munn, Lydia Woodley, Ulyssa Jacobs,
Gavin Conner and Morgan Carlson.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

AUTHOR VISIT
The Democratic Women’s Club of Worcester County commemorated Black History Month at its
February meeting with guest speaker Barbara Lockhart, author of “Elizabeth’s Field.” Lockhart, left,
is pictured with Laurie Brittingham, DWC of Worcester County vice president.
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VALENTINES
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INSPECTION
Worcester County Sheriff Matt Crisafulli poses with Stephen Decatur High School NJROTC members PO3 Elijah Wiltbank, Lt. Junior Grade
Matthew Miller, Ensign Zachary Fuchsluger, Lt. Commander Jacob Fuchsluger, Ensign Nick Cardamone, Lt. Junior Grade Taylor Takacs and
PO3 Maggie Herd after the annual inspection on Feb. 19.

The Republican Women of Worcester County collected over
1,400 Valentine cards from schools and individuals to be
distributed to Veterans’ Homes and VA Hospitals in
Maryland. Pictured are Linda Dearing of Copy Central, left,
who boxed and mailed the cards again this year, and Vera
Beck, RWWC Caring for America chair.

April 9, 2020

Bayside Gazette

Page 15

Puzzles

WE BUY Like New & Used Cars, Trucks & Trailers

WE PAY CASH!
lace That Does It All”
“The P

RACETRACK AUTO SALES

410-641-4600

HARD – 52
Fill in the blank spaces in
the grid so that every vertical
column, every horizontal row
and every 3 by 3 box contains
the numbers 1 through 9, without repeating any. There is really only one solution to each
puzzle.

BEER • WINE • SNACKS • PROPANE

PREVIOUSLY OWNED VEHICLES FOR SALE
• ‘13 CHEVY IMPALA
• ‘13 FORD FUSION
• ‘06 HONDA PILOT More
• ‘13 FORD C-MAX
Vehicles
• ‘11 CHEVY CRUZE Arriving
• ‘13 HONDA CRV
Soon
• ‘13 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY

ALL VEHICLES ARE MD STATE INSPECTED
PLEASE VISIT RACETRACKOC.COM TO VIEW DETAILS
OF OUR PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

11740 Worcester Hwy. • Showell, MD 21862
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road)

410-352-5070 • RACETRACKOC.COM

Answers to last
week’s puzzles
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‘Collecting in Quarantine’ seeks submissions
Continued from Page 11
living abroad and also the experiences
of frontline healthcare workers are also
welcomed.
Written content can be emailed to
lettersfromthehomefront@mdhs.org.
The initiative is also seeking images
that show how the present experience
has altered life across the world.
The “Business Unusual” collection
will feature snapshots that illustrate the
spirit of survival at play across the state.
“We’re trying to collect both visual
and written documentation of what’s
going on right now,” she said.
While ample time exists to collect
narratives, capturing visual evidence is
more difficult.
“It’s been harder getting images because there’s so many less people out,”
she said. “We’ve definitely gotten a lot
more written content than we have images.”
With numerous industries facing
economic pressures, and essential
businesses adopting safety guidelines,

images of communitywide efforts to
surmount life-threatening challenges
are being solicited to help future generations understand the moment.
“Everyone is sitting in their homes
right now but for the businesses … or
the healthcare workers who are out
there in the world, how different our
landscape looks right now,” she said.
Cameras nationwide are capturing
an array of empty streets, solitary walkers, and the sudden explosion of curbside restaurant carryout service.
“There’s some very real things happening that should be documented,”
she said.
To submit photos visit online at
mdhs.org/webform/business-unusual.
Despite early responses favoring the
written word over images, those figures
are likely to even out eventually, Tolman said.
“We think that at the end of this,
when we all come out the other side,
that will be a time for us to get a resurgence of photos because everyone will

be able to breathe, relax and then send
us what they documented,” she said.
Some submissions to the Collecting
in Quarantine initiative could be used
in future collections.
“When someone sends us a letter,
we let them know this won’t go out to
the public,” she said. “If we want to put
it out, we’re going to contact you.”
Tolman said if an entry is shared
with the larger public, the writer or
photographer could decide if they wish
to be identified.
“Some people will write in a very authentic panic,” she said. “Sometimes,
we probably don’t want to put the
name.”
Stories from the Collecting in Quarantine initiative will be shared on the
Maryland Historical Society’s “underbelly” blog and social media pages
using hashtags #LettersFromtheHomeFrontMD and #CollectingInQuarantineMD.
For additional information visit online at mdhs.org.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Allison Tolman, Maryland Historical Society vice
president of collections, said both written and
visual representations of the covid-19 pandemic are being sought for a new initiative.

OP residents volunteer to make face masks
By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer
(April 9, 2020) Ocean Pines residents have banded together to provide
face masks to bolster supplies for the
Ocean Pines Fire Department and
Coastal Hospice staff members, whose
jobs come with an increased risk of exposure to the coronavirus.
Neil Gottesman, a Coastal Hospice
volunteer and lifetime member of the
Ocean Pines Fire Department, helped
hatch the plan after learning supplies of
safety masks at both entities could be
stretched thin by the health crisis.
“It was my understanding they could
use some additional masks, so they
don’t have to go through supplies of the
N-95 mask,” he said.
Gottesman, a member of the USA
Pickleball Association, initially reached
out to a tightknit group of fellow Ocean
Pines racquet sport enthusiasts, with
assistance quickly forthcoming from
Pine’eer Craft Club participant Carol

Quinto.
“She reached out and got some of the
people involved there,” he said.
Gottesman said as news of the venture spread, and more specifically the
need for quarter-inch or eighth-inch
wide elastic, community support
quickly followed.
“We have people, actually residents
within Ocean Pines, who are helping
out, whether with donations of elastic
or helping to sew,” he said.
At this point, enough people have
supplied elastic to get the production
process underway.
“We probably have half a dozen people who are sewing,” he said.
Others have acted as conduits during
the current social-distancing moment.
“We had four people within the
[Ocean Pines] Pickleball Club who have
been helping to pickup the material and
drop it off,” he said.
Gottesman said although masks are
being assembled, help is still being

sought.
“At this point, we need more sewers
and if we can get them more elastic,” he
said. “We’re hoping by this weekend to
drop off a whole bunch for them to be
able to utilize.”
Gottesman said the measure is
meant to provide backup masks for
Ocean Pines firefighters and Coastal
Hospice staff who could be exposed to
asymptomatic patients.
“It’s not an emergency situation
down here, but they’re trying to position
themselves so it doesn’t become a
shortage of supplies,” he said.
Despite serving as point person for
the charitable undertaking, Gottesman
gave most of credit to Quinto and other
residents toiling with thread and needle.
“Carol and the sewers are doing all
the heavy lifting with this,” he said.
Anyone interested in donating time
or supplies can email Gottesman at
Ngottes@gmail.com.
“The good news would be if this

PHOTO COURTESY NEIL GOTTESMAN

Pictured is a small smattering of the homemade face masks produced by a contingent of
Ocean Pines residents to provide backup supplies for the Ocean Pines Fire Department and
Coastal Hospice.

thing abates and people don’t need it,”
he said. “The bad news is we just don’t
know where it’s going to go at this
point.”

Worcester State’s Attorney Office gets grant
(April 9, 2020) The Office of the
State’s Attorney for Worcester County
has been awarded grant funding in the
amount of $136,600 by the Governor’s
Office of Crime Control and Prevention.
The grant will fund the purchase of
a comprehensive case management
software system capable of interfacing
with the Maryland courts and law enforcement
agencies
throughout
Worcester County.
This upgrade in technology will
boost productivity for staff and will

give prosecutors more tools to address
the underlying causes of crime through
multi-disciplinary collaborations.
It will also allow for statistical tracking to ensure resources are being allocated properly, to evaluate the success
of diversionary programs and to
strategize with law enforcement on a
comprehensive approach to fighting
crime in Worcester County.
“My goal in requesting this grant
funding was to make sure that our
prosecutors and staff have the very

best technological resources,” said
Worcester County State’s Attorney
Kris Heiser. “We want to be ahead of
the curve as technology advances so
that we can serve our citizens as efficiently as possible.”
Heiser thanked the Worcester
County Commissioners for their unanimous support of her efforts on this
project over the past year.
“I commit to the taxpayers of
Worcester County that I will continue
to explore alternative funding sources

to make sure my office provides the
best service at the least cost,” she said.
“I also want to thank the Governor’s
Office of Crime Control and Prevention for recognizing Worcester
County’s needs in this area and for giving us the resources we need to meet
them. Working together with law enforcement and our multi-disciplinary
partners, we will use our new technological capabilities to increase our effectiveness both inside and out of the
courtroom.”
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Classifieds now appear
in Ocean City Today &
the Bayside Gazette
each week and online at
oceancitytoday.com
and baysideoc.com.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

MAINTENANCE
Immediate position available for year-round Restaurant
Maintenance Personnel. Electrical, plumbing, HVAC & LPgas knowledge required. Prior experience with restaurant
equipment necessary. Great opportunity with benefits. Send
resume to: REST. MAINTENANCE, PO Box 160, Ocean
City, MD 21843 or email romeara@harrisongp.com.

Work on the Beach in Ocean City, MD
Renting Umbrellas and Chairs
to Beachgoers
• Over 65 Beach Attendant Positions
Available
• Make Lifelong Friends & Memories
• Earn Valuable Sales & Customer
Apply Online at
Service Skills
EightyFiveAndSunny.com/ • Competitive Wages
Employment
• Hourly + Commission + Tips

Maintenance Technician
Competitive Salary: $17 - $20/hr.
depending on experience.
• Help build and maintain Delaware and Maryland's fastest
growing restaurant group
• Perform interior and exterior finish work, such as drywall,
painting, paneling, ceiling and floor tile, plumbing repairs,
heating and air conditioning system repairs
• Perform routine and emergency repairs on restaurant
equipment, including diagnostics on electrical and refrigeration components
• On call on a rotating emergency schedule for weekends
and holidays
• Basic skill sets must include some Electric, Plumbing,
Carpentry, Refrigeration
Benefits: Health Insurance, 401K, Sick Leave
Fax to 410-520-0199
For faster processing please apply online at
www.joindunkin.com.
You are applying for work with a franchisee of Dunkin’ Donuts, not Dunkin’
Brands, Inc. or any of its affiliates. Any application or information you submit will be provided solely to the franchisee. If hired, the franchisee will be
your only employer. Franchisees are independent business owners who are
solely responsible for their own employees and set their own wage and benefit programs that can vary among franchisees.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Boat Yard Help Needed
for yard work and to bottom
paint boats. Work is outside
with social distancing. Face
masks, hand sanitizer and
protective gloves provided.
Call Harbor Marine
410-213-2296

HIRING ALL
POSITIONS!!
Full time & Part time
Stop by our location on
52nd street!
or call 443-664-2825

Hiring ALL
Positions!!

for our WOC kitchen facility
Up to $17.50/hr.
Apply online at:
www.delmarvadd.com

Become a Better
You in 2020!
To Order Product
Call Christine
443-880-8397 or
email: snowhillavon@
comcast.net
To Become an
Avon Representative
Sign Up at www.
ChristinesBeautyShop.com

Full time & Part time
To apply go to:
www.mygcjob.com

Ocean City Today/Bayside Gazette
Account Manager opening. Applicants should have experience in sales or face-to-face customer service. Salary, commission, health benefits and 401K plan. Send resumes to
ebrady@oceancitytoday.net, or mail Ocean City Today, 8200
Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD. 21842.
InteSviews will be conducted via Facetime, Skype or Google
Hangouts ... for the time being.

SEASONAL RENTAL 2 BR, 2 BA
North OC CONDO
Luxury, Modern, Renovated.
First Fl. w/hardwood fl.,
deck, pool, parking. Sleeps
5, $12,500 for May-Sept. No
pets or smokers. Cred. chk.,
refs., sec. deposit. For
families or professionals.
Vic, 410-422-5164.

Taking on New Listings.
Need help selling your
house?? Call Howard Martin
Realty, 410-352-5555.
We also handle year-round
rentals.

9942 Elm Street, WOC
(Behind Starbucks)
Sleeps 4, $250 per week
Manager onsite
410-213-1764

COMMERCIAL
COMMERCIAL
BERLIN: From 225 sq. ft. to
700 sq. ft. office space. From
$350 to $1100 per month.
Includes utilities. 120 sq. ft.
storage sheds each $95/mo.
Call 410-726-5471.
Surf Shop for Rent
29th St.
Call Bill
410-289-8380

Summer Bayside Condo
Near Jolly Rogers
2BR, 2BA, W/D & AC. Cable,
WiFi, fully furnished. Sleeps
4-6. 2 units available MaySept. $14,000. Call Mike
at 410-603-6120.
www.mbjcproperties.com

1 Office/Retail Space &
1 Warehouse Unit available
in West Ocean City.
Call 443-497-4200

Year-Round Rental
Available in West Ocean
City. 2BR, 1BA.
Call 1-877-289-1616 for
more information.

Do you have an old bicycle
not being used? It could
mean a world of difference to
a hard-working international
student. We are looking to
get as many bikes as possible. Your donation will be taxdeductible. Contact Gary at
443-975-3065.

WINTER WEEKLY
RENTALS
Pool Front Room ..$199/wk
Family Room ........$235/wk
2BR Apartment.....$315/wk
3BR Suite .............$400/wk
Burgundy Inn
1210 Philadelphia Ave.
410-289-8581
Classifieds 410-723-6397

DONATIONS
DONATIONS

DOWNTOWN
OCEAN CITY
Immaculately clean 2BR
apartments. Each sleeps 5
people with single beds.
May 1 to September 7.
Price is $2,250 per person
or $11,250 per apartment,
including utilities, plus deposits. No smokers, parties,
or pets. All male or all female in each unit. Taking
applications.
Call or text 410-422-2100
Steger Seasonal
Apartments

Classified
Deadline is
Monday
@ 5pm

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

Classifieds 410-723-6397

Advertising Sales Position

REAL ESTATE

RAMBLER MOTEL

RENTALS
RENTALS

NOW HIRING!!
Production Crew

RENTALS

Serving the Newspapers of
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia since 1908.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Place a business card ad in
the Regional Small Display
MARYLAND STATEWIDE 2x2/2x4 Advertising Network
– Let MDDC help you grow
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING your business! Call TODAY at
NETWORK
410-212-0616 to increase
your customer base and get
AUTOMOBILE DONATIONS results.
DONATE AUTOS, TRUCKS,
EDUCATION/CAREER
RVs Lutheran Mission Society
TRAINING
of MD. Compassion Place AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINministries help local families ING - Get FAA certification to
with food, clothing, counsel- fix planes. Financial Aid if qualing Tax deductible. MVA ified. Approved for military
licensed #W1044.
benefits. Call Aviation Insti410-636-0123
tute of Maintenance 866-823www.CompassionPlace.org 6729

SERVICESMISCELLANEOUS
Increase your customer base
and get great results by placing your ads in the MDDC –
Classified Advertising network! Call today 410-2120616 Ask for Multi-Media
Specialist - Wanda & watch
your results grow.

Advertise in
MDDC
410-723-6397

SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS
CALL 410-723-6397 for pricing!

ne www.oceancitytoday.com
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Convenient, quick, no waiting, no calls ~ Days, nights and weekends
Order Your C
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CALL

Advertise Your
Business with Us!
Call Nancy at
410-723-6397

BY
MONDAY
AT 5 P.M.
autoMotiVe rePair
autOMOtiVe
repair

cleaning
cleaninG services
serVices

C L E A N I N G serVices
SERVICES
cleaninG

100OFF



3210/.-,+*2)

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER
COMPLETE BODY SHOP

03210220+)0"220/.-,+*2)
00+ 0+.)0)-,0'0/2  0/ +,020 +* 2 01, 0
 0+, 2)0+2)0+*20)2-,) ,+ -0

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
Grout Cleaning
Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

Auto Sales & Service • Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists
TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD
ROUTE 50, BERLIN
(1/2 Mile East of McDonald’s)
410-641-5262
410-641-3200
410-641-3200

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

('&%$0#'&"'&%%0!/0 0('&%$0'"%&%%0-.)0 0(%$0#"#%%0

cleaninG serVices

cosMetics

custoM
Gifts
CUSTOM GIFTS

302-436-5652

UnderCover Cleaning Services
A PROFESSIONAL CLEANING
SERVICE

the company for women

Donna Snyder - Owner

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
8 Robin Hood Trail
Berlin, MD 21811
443-513-4024 - office
301-712-5224 - cell
undercovercleaning@outlook.com
www.undercovercleaningservices.com

Dental
DENTAL

/0!00

Photos and Film to DVD

• cosmetics
• skin care
• body care
• fragrances
• gifts
• & more!

• Custom Gifts
From Your Photos!
• Photos on Canvas,
Glass & Aluminum
• Puzzles
• Playing Cards
• Mugs

ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL
YOUR PERSONAL AND BUSINESS NEEDS

CHRISTINE BROWN independent sales representative

443-234-5262

order online: www.christinesbeautyshop.com

11065 Cathell Road - Ocean Pines
Open Mon. - Fri. 9am - 5pm • 410-208-0641 • copycentralmd.com

firePlaces

E Lelectrician
ECTRICIAN

* SALES, SERVICE, AND INSTALLATION *
* GAS, WOOD BURNING, AND PELLET *

Rayymond O’Brocki
Raymond
O’
Jr.
Master Electrician
443 691 0544
0
Call or Text

* CUSTOM MANTELS & ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS *

Same Rate Day, Evening, Weekends

302.436.9250

38205 DuPont Blvd.
Selbyville

electrical // construction
construction
electrical

emerGency
service available

410-251-3153

Call Turner Today 410-251-3153

No Job Too Small! Frree Estimates!
R id i l/C
ial/Emergencies!
l/E
i !
Residential/Commercia
MD Lic #2268 Worcesteer Co Lic #M1337

Furniture
repair
furniture rePair

HanDYMan
serVices



Peter’s Repair Shop
& Sharpening Service

MIKE’S
CERAMIC TILE
& YARD MAINTENANCE
FREE
410-641-7420
ESTIMATES

residential & commercial service

additions • interior/exterior lighting
Tanner:
Owner/Operator
lampRobert
& light
repair
& serviceSince 1989
Wall outlets – microwaves • Generator installs

35 Years Exp
perience

Furniture Repair & Refinishing
Caning • Rushing
Shaker Webbing
We Sharpen: Knives, Scissors, Tools, Mower Blades

Free Pick-Up & Delivery

BERLIN • OCEAN PINES • OCEAN CITY

410-603-7582

HealtHcare

HoMe

   iMProVeMent


• Kitchen Backsplash
• All Flooring
• Tub & Shower Recaulking
• Tile Repairs & Drywall Repair
• Junk Removal

• Powerwashing
• Gutters Cleaned
• Yard Clean Up/Mowing
• Weeding/Mulching Beds
• Flower Planting

HoMe IMPROVEMENT
iMProVeMent
HOME

HOME REPAIRS

&

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Painting • Wall Covering
Carpentry • Tilework
Small Jobs Welcomed!

410-726-7944

MHIC#35974

BAYSIDEOC.COM

www.wallartisans.com
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HOME impro
IMPROVEMENT
home
ovement

We
W
e take care of
your “T
To
o Do” list,
so you don’’tt
have to!

MENTal HEalTH
ISLAND CARE MENTAL HEALTH

Home Improvement & Property Management Services
• Painting
• Flooring
• Painting Toouchup
uchup
• Tile
• Drywall Repair
• Room Remodeling • Lighting/Ceiling
• General Carpentry Fan Replacement

• Screenn Repair
• Plumbbing Repair
• Propeerty
Management
• Resideential

• Commer
US Veterans
Administration
Approved Contractor

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens,
K
Baths and
All T
Ty
ypes of Custom
m Remodeling.

MARY DEBORAH WILSON PMHNP

Let’’ss schedule your Spring
g & Summer p r o
ojjects!

Servicing Delaware & Marryland Beaches

Wee accept M
W
MC/V
Viisa
(410) 6411-3762

Call Us Today!
o y (410) 982-836
68 • (610) 209-7604
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p
f pipelinecontracting.net

410-641-5190 (O) 410-641-5463 (F)

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 2014100304 PA
PAHIC#104744
HI
• Insured & Licensed

PaINTINg

REal EsTaTE

ROOfINg

EX
XIIT REEA
ALT Y AT T
TH
HE BEEA
ACH

Direct: 410-629-9070
Office: 410-208-EXIT
Email: bernie@bernieflax.com
www.bernieflax.com
11002 Manklin Meadows Lane #3 • Ocean Pines, MD 21811

ROOf REPlacEMENT & REPaIRs

Indeep
pendent
Member Broker

ROOfINg

Your Roof
ofing, Siding & Home Im
Improvement
Specialist Sinc
Sp
ce 1989

Shingle Roofs • Metal Roofs • Flat Roofs

ROOFING • SIDING • DURADEK • WINDOWS • GUTTERS

Family Owned & Operated

FREE ESTIMATES

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573
3, Fax: 410-629-1946

108 Moss Hill Ln., Salisbury, MD 410-831-3938
32295 Nassau Rd., Lewes, DE 302-200-7663

MVA
MVa licensed
lIcENsEd
DON’T SPEND THE DAY AT THE MVA!
www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE
9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15
Open Mon., Fri., 9-2 & Wed. 9-5
Sat. by Appointment Only

JODY PALMISANO
410-629-5600

R ROOfINg
OOFING

10545 Friendship Road,
Road Unit 3
3, Berlin,
Berlin Maryland 21811
mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com
www.shoresidingmd.com
*Licenced in MD
MD, DE &VA
VA

yOuR busINEss

Your
Business
Card Here!
Call Nancy
410-723-6397

Home Need Improvements?
Check out
the

ry
o
t
c
e
r
i
D
e
c
i
v
r
Se

For a variety
of local contractors

The ReStore is temporarrily closed
T
due to COVID-19. All pick
p
ups
s
scheduled
during this time will be
contacted to be resch
heduled.
We ask that no donations be left
outside at the ReStore during
d
the
closure period.
We hope to reopen
e
n on
Wednesday
e
, April 8th
We are still looking for Volunteers
o
for when we ope
en.

9026 Worcester
t H
Highwa
i h ay, B
Berlin
li • 410
410-208-4440
208 4440 • h
hab
bitatworcester
it t
t .o
org

oceancitytoday.com Will help
baysideoc.com you find a
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