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FOLLOW ME 
Tandem chocolate Labrador retrievers rock the water at the Mumford’s Landing Pool during Ocean Pines Doggie Swim fundraiser for the Worcester 
County Humane Society on Saturday.

Berlin parade, 
other events 
killed by covid

(Sept. 17, 2020) The covid-19 
Grinch might not steal Christmas this 
year, but it has caused the cancellation 
of one of Berlin’s signature Christmas 

events — the annual 
parade, which draws 
throngs of spectators 
from the area. 

The pandemic, and 
the town’s efforts to 
curb its spread, also 
claimed Berlin’s popu-
lar New Year’s Eve cel-
ebration and ball drop, 

along with other events this fall and 
winter. 

 Berlin officials announced its re-
vised event schedule last Friday to the 
disappointment of residents through-
out northern Worcester County. 

“Throughout this pandemic, we 
tried to take a very measured and rea-
sonable response,” said Mayor Gee 
Williams. “We followed the governor’s 
guidelines throughout, and I think that 

Inability to social distance 
causes schedule changes
By Ally Lanasa 
Staff Writer

Gee Williams

OP creating succession standards

(Sept. 17, 2020) When the time 
comes to make changes in the Ocean 
Pines Association’s top layers of ad-
ministration, the board of directors 
plans to be ready by establishing an 
evaluation process for future hires at 
the general manager and top staff po-
sitions. 

Board member Frank Daly pro-
vided an update on succession plan-
ning during the directors meeting on 
Sept. 9. 

“The lack of succession planning in 
Ocean Pines administration has been 
identified both by management and 
the board as an area of concern that 
requires action,” he said. 

Daly said a pair of documents have 
been developed surrounding skills as-
sociated with the general manager 
position. 

“The first document … is a position 
description that has been somewhat 
modified to reflect skills,” he said. 

Daly said the second form was 
written by current General Manager 

John Viola and reflects daily use 
skills for the position ranked in order 
of importance. 

“Those two documents will be 
used for assessments,” he said. 

The succession planning includes 
criteria to review candidates for ei-
ther general manager or employees 

When time comes to hire 
new GM, directors will have 
guidelines and procedures

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

See DIRECTORS Page 4
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Board member Frank Daly, right, outlines succession planning documents under development while 
Director Steve Tuttle listens to the presentation during the OPA Board meeting on Sept. 9.(Sept. 17, 2020) The raccoon 

did it.  
That would be the culprit re-

sponsible for a power outage in 
Berlin last Wednesday, after one of 
nature’s masked marauders ap-
parently took the short-circuit 
route up an electric pole on North 
Main Street. 

By Ally Lanasa 
Staff Writer

See RACCOON Page 5

See SOCIAL Page 4

Raccoon gets 
wires crossed, 
outage follows

Spelled Different Because We Are Different® 
11204 Racetrack Rd, Suite 101 • Ocean Pines, MD, 21811 Call The Balance Experts Today at 410-208-1525

FALLS ARE THE MOST COMMON CAUSE 
OF TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES. 

DON’T BE A STATISTIC!



Page 2 Bayside Gazette September 17, 2020



September 17, 2020 Bayside Gazette Page 3

 

Budget amendment approved for FY2021 
(Sept. 17, 2020) The Berlin Mayor 

and Council on Monday approved the 
fiscal year 2021 general fund budget 
amendment, which increases the ex-
pense and revenue accounts associated 
with street improvements made this 
summer. 

Town Administrator Jeff Fleetwood 
said money would be transferred from 
the impact fees for the street improve-
ment extensions into the revenues por-
tion of the general fund. 

As of Monday, Fleetwood said the 

town has approximately $1 million in 
impact fees. 

“We’re asking the council to transfer 
$350,000 from impact fees, which is 
another restricted fund to apply it to-
ward the street improvements,” Mayor 
Gee Williams said. 

Fleetwood said the total amount for 
all street improvements and concrete 
work that have been completed is nearly 
$550,000. The $350,000 will balance 
the highway user fees, he added.  

The State Highway Association indi-
cated that the town would receive about 
$240,000 through a letter of commit-

ment, then another letter stated the 
town could anticipate receiving 
$222,000 after the covid-19 outbreak. 

Fleetwood said he and Natalie Saleh, 
the town’s finance director, are antici-
pating receiving at least $111,000 in 
highway user money. 

“The portion that comes in north of 
[$111,000] in highway user revenues, 
will that be used to offset the amount of 
money that’s been transferred from im-
pact fees?” District 2 Councilmember 
Zackery Tyndall asked. 

“Anything above [$111,000] that we 
predict to receive in fiscal ’21 would go 

against the [$350,000] you transferred 
or your proposed transfer today,” Saleh 
replied. 

Tyndall asked Saleh if the mayor and 
council would be notified about how 
much the town will receive in highway 
user revenues by the end of the 2021 fis-
cal year and to include that balance in 
the fourth quarter report.  

“The quarterly reports are where Na-
talie and I will do a narrative that spells 
out, ‘We’re doing well here, we’re not 
doing well here. This is the corrective ac-
tion that we’re looking at doing,’” Fleet-
wood said.  

By Ally Lanasa 
Staff Writer
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reporting directly to that position. 
Daly said internal candidates in-

terested in either the general man-
ager or other top  roles should declare 
intent by Sept. 18. 

The next step for general manager 
candidates includes completing a 
two-part skills assessment by Oct. 30. 

“One part, the general manager 
will assess skills [and] the second 
part candidates will do a self-assess-
ment of skills,” he said. 

The outcomes will be reviewed 
with Viola using the data to develop a 
plan for candidates. 

“Covering areas where skills are 
required that don’t currently exist in 
the candidate’s inventory to move up 

the ladder,” he said. 
Daly said the process for evaluat-

ing candidates for positions reporting 
directly to the general manager 
would involve Viola and department 
heads without board oversight.  

“The general manager succession 
planning when the reports are done 
will be presented to the board … by 
Oct. 30,” he said. 

Following this the board will hold 
closed session discussion about com-
pleted candidate assessments on 
Nov. 18.  

“This is an open transparent 
process with the exception of the 
evaluation of skills,” he said. 

Daly said the next step involving 
board approval would be reviewing 

input on succession-planning docu-
ments provided by consultants from 
the Sibson Group. 

Board member Tom Janasek, after 
confirming the current succession 
planning for general manager is lim-
ited to internal association candi-
dates, asked when the scope would 
widen. 

“I know John’s contracted for an-
other year and a half,” he said. “Do we 
have a timeline for when we jump 
outside of Ocean Pines and start look-
ing for somebody?” 

Daly said to this point outsourcing 
has not been discussed, while noting 
Viola’s current contract is set to ex-
pire on June 30, 2022. 

“He has the option of extending 

it,” he said. 
Daly said if Viola opts out at that 

time the next general manager would 
need to be in place prior to the budget 
process launching at this point next 
year. 

OPA President Larry Perrone 
stressed the discussion concerned 
candidate assessments not an appli-
cation procedure. 

“I’d like to make it clear to the 
community that the board is not try-
ing to push John [Viola] out,” he said.   

Perrone said the process is needed 
to vet whoever succeeds Viola. 

“So that we have a list of criteria, 
skill sets and experience for any gen-
eral manager that takes over this po-
sition going forward,” he said.

this is just another example …When 
the conditions are like this, we just 
think it’s better to make a decision on 
everyone’s behalf.” 

Williams added that the reason for 
the cancellations of the Christmas pa-
rade and New Year’s Eve celebration is 
because it is impossible to enforce so-
cial distancing at those events.  

“Historically, for many years, the 
sidewalks have been absolutely packed 
with children and their parents,” he 
said. “That’s a few thousand people. 
There’s no way to social distance some-
thing like that … I feel strongly that it 
takes the parents off the hotspot by 
making this decision that’s in the best 
interest of the health of the commu-
nity.” 

The town’s annual “Celebrate Okto-
berfest in Berlin” will still take place on 
Saturday, Oct. 17, from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. but the layout has been modified.  

“The tents and places to get bever-
ages will be spread out,” the mayor 
said. 

According to a press release from 
the town, many of the downtown eater-
ies will feature outdoor tents with tra-
ditional Oktoberfest fare.  

The event posting on Facebook 
states that Baked Dessert Café will offer 
pretzels, strudel and German chocolate 
cake, J&M Meat Market & Grille will 
serve Knockwurst, sausage and sauer-
kraut, beer brats and pulled chicken 
barbecue sandwiches, The Buzz Mead-
ery will sell local ciders and The At-
lantic Hotel will have brats on a pretzel 
roll with homemade mustard and beer. 

Ivy Wells, the town’s economic and 
community development director, said 
the altered event will be similar to 
Peach Day. 

“The Peach Day went very well,” 
Williams said. “By following this plan, 
it allows for social distancing, which 

obviously is very important, and, of 
course, we’re asking everyone to wear 
a mask, except when they’re actually 
eating or drinking.” 

Music will be provided for the event 
by Ocean98 DJ Big Al Reno.  

Love Letters is currently offering 
pre-sale on its 22-ounce keepsake stein 
at a discounted price. For more infor-
mation, visit LoveLettersOC.com. 

The Berlin Fall Sidewalk Sale will 
also be held on Oct. 17. 

The downtown roads will remain 
open, but there will be no parking on 
Main Street or any side streets.  

“The town of Berlin is not sponsor-
ing or endorsing any events on Hal-
loween in our community,” the mayor 
added. “This is not the year. We are 
asking residents —because many do 
not want trick-or-treaters at their door 
— that all residents in the town of 
Berlin simply turn off your porch light 
or your front door light on Halloween 

night, and that all trick-or-treaters re-
spect that.” 

For those who want to give out 
candy on Halloween against the town’s 
suggestion, Williams urged them to 
practice social distancing.  

As for the higher holidays, there will 
be no formal tree lighting ceremony 
this year, although the Berlin Christ-
mas tree will be illuminated, and 
downtown shops will be open late on 
Friday, Nov. 27, from 5-8 p.m. Santa 
will also be offering carriage rides and 
local nonprofits, which have yet to be 
confirmed, will have food and hot 
chocolate.  

In addition, town officials are con-
sidering an alternative plan for the New 
Year’s Eve Ball Drop on Main Street. A 
decision is expected next month. 

“In the greater scheme of things, it’s 
better to sacrifice a few fun events to 
the overall safety of the community,” 
Williams said. 

Social distancing at big events too difficult

Directors creating succession procedures 

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1
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(Sept. 17, 2020) Based on perceived 
lack of need, the Ocean Pines Board of 
Directors last Wednesday  voted to sus-
pend the clubs committee, while leaving 
the door open to revive the advisory 
group if necessary. 

Board member Tom Janasek, who 
serves as clubs committee liaison, intro-
duced a first reading of a measure to 
consider suspending the group. 

Janasek said the OPA resolutions 
state the entity’s purpose is to advise the 
board and general manager on social ac-
tivities at the Beach Club, Yacht Club and 
Golf Clubhouse. 

Janasek expressed gratitude to com-
mittee membership for past efforts, most 
notably when the OPA had to run the 
Beach and Yacht Clubs before contract-
ing with the Matt Ortt Companies for 
food and beverage operations. 

“It’s just a matter of the fact that we 
have a professional organization run-
ning it,” he said. “As of now, Ocean Pines 
is contracted with Matt Ortt to manage 
the clubs and [they] make their own spe-
cial decisions.” 

Janasek said since the Matt Ortt 
Companies have taken the reins, most 
suggestions from the clubs committee 
have been taken under advisement. 

“They usually follow through with 
anything they feel needs to be taken care 

of,” he said. 
Board member Colette Horn seconded 

Janasek’s motion, but asked if suspending 
the committee would allow for its return, 
“In the event we need to revive it.” 

Janasek said his intent was to sus-
pend but not fully eliminate the group, 
which could be reinstated if deemed nec-
essary. 

“If something happens and, God for-
bid, we end up that Ocean Pines is run-
ning [food service] again we want a 
committee to help us out,” he said. 
“We’ve had it happen with racquet 
sports and we’ve had it happen with 
golf.” 

Board member Doug Parks asked 

what the proper protocol would be re-
garding future reinstatement. 

“If we have to reinstate it, what’s the 
vehicle?” he said. “If we treat it as a first 
reading it gives us until the next [board] 
meeting to go and research the fact of 
does it makes sense to suspend versus 
change the resolution.” 

Janasek agreed the matter could be 
revisited for a second reading at a subse-
quent board meeting for a formal mo-
tion after further research. 

“The clubs committee hasn’t met in 
six to eight months anyway because of 
what’s going on [with coronavirus],” he 
said. “At that time we had [a] discussion 
… and they didn’t think they were bring-

ing a lot to the table now that Matt [Ortt] 
and Ralph [DeAngelus] are doing such a 
great job.” 

Janasek told OPA President Larry 
Perrone his initial intent was for a mo-
tion to suspend. 

“You had mentioned that it should 
have been a first reading ,so I wrote it up 
as a first reading,” he said. 

Janasek agreed when Perrone asked 
if he wanted to amend the first reading 
into a motion. 

“I want to thank Gary Miller the 
chairperson … and the rest of that com-
mittee for putting in their time,” he said. 
“It’s always been so hard to get people to 
come and be on these committees.”
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Town Electric Utility Director Tim 
Lawrence said 600 customers were af-
fected by the outage from parts of Flower 
Street, Branch Street, William Street, 
Harrison Avenue, Broad Street, Brittany 
Lane, Ann Drive, North Main Street and 
West Old Ocean City Boulevard.  

He added that 95 percent of cus-
tomers were out of power for one hour 
and the other five percent was out of 
power for two hours.  

After some residents were quick to com-
plain about the power outage on the same 
day the new natural gas generator was 
commissioned, Lawrence explained that 
generators do not help prevent outages. 

“Generators produce electricity that 
goes into the lines,” he said. “Breakers, 
reclosures, switches and cutouts help re-
duce widespread outages, prevent dam-
age to equipment and help to contain the 
outage to a centralized area.  

“It’s basically the same as an electric 

panel in a home. You have a 200 amp 
main breaker with smaller breakers pro-
tecting lines that feed to certain areas and 
receptacles in your home. If a 15 amp 
breaker trips in your panel, it only shuts 
power off the line that it is protecting and 
[the] 200amp main breaker continues to 
stay closed and feed the rest of the panel.” 

The protection scheme is similar, al-
beit much more complex, for an electric 
utility, although it is not, apparently, 
mammal-proof.

Continued from Page 1

Raccoon causes Berlin blackout

Directors suspend Clubs Committee for now
By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer



(Sept. 17, 2020) The Ocean Pines 
Board reviewed proposed revisions 
for drainage upgrade plans around 
Bainbridge Park and improvements 
in other community areas, while also 
holding a ceremonial vote last week to 
ensure Worcester County officials 
would support receipt of state grant 
funding. 

OPA President Larry Perrone said 
the update during the board meeting 
on Sept. 9 was due to concerns over 
the associations’ cost to address 
stormwater runoff around Bainbridge 
Pond after the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources recently 

awarded a grant for $549,000 out of 
$1.58 million requested. 

“The whole purpose of tonight’s 
presentation on this project was to 
bring all the board members up to 
speed,” he said. 

General Manager John Viola re-
viewed revised financials for the Bain-
bridge work, which had been 
estimated at $2.2 million, during a 
presentation of numerous drainage 
upgrades to be funded over the next 
two years. 

“Some things have changed and we 
have a plan,” he said. 

Director of Logistics and Opera-
tions Colby Phillips, who presented a 
detailed drainage plan involving eight 

project sections located throughout 
the Pines, said the Bainbridge updates 
have been needed for decades. 

“The project has been a long time 
coming,” she said.  

Phillips said the first two project 
sections of the overall drainage plan 
include Bainbridge Pond and associ-
ated outfall areas. 

“The original project scope submit-
ted for funding was $2.2 million,” she 
said. “We were looking to put two 
more culverts under Beauchamp 
Road and the addition to the stand-
alone pond that’s … over at Wind-
mill.” 

Viola said a major cost cutting 
measure involved abandoning the 

pursuit of drainage rights-of-way 
easements on the former Old Pine 
Shore Golf Course property north of 
Beauchamp Road. 

“It drops the cost of sections one 
and two to about $800,000 overall,” 
he said. 

Viola said that number includes 
about $486,000 for the Bainbridge 
work and roughly $318,000 ear-
marked to improve water outfall 
channels and replace failing metal 
culvert pipes along Beaconhill, Sandy-
hook and Pinehurst roads. 

The cost balance beyond the 
$549,000 DNR grant is about 
$255,000, which the OPA intends to 
pay for with replacement reserve 
funds. 

“We have an analysis and our con-
troller has broken it out,” he said. “We 
have about $500,000 to $510,000 
left in there and we’re going to use 
about $250,000.” 
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Third aquatics staff tests positive for virus
(Sept. 17, 2020) Another Ocean 

Pines Aquatics staff member tested 
positive for coronavirus last week, 
while the bulk of pool facilities have 
now been shuttered for the season. 

Last Thursday, General Manager 
John Viola issued a statement re-
garding an aquatics department staff 
member who tested positive for 
covid-19. It was the third member 
from that department among the 
handful of association employees in-
fected during the pandemic. 

“The employee has not returned to 
work and will not until it is safe to do 
so consistent with CDC protocols,” 
Viola said. “We understand that the 
employee had no close contact with 
residents or other employees.”  

Prior to the latest case, an aquatics 
staff member tested positive on both 
Sept. 3 and Aug. 21. The trio of infec-
tions among aquatics staff was pre-

ceded by a Public Works Department 
employee on May 5 and a golf main-
tenance member on April 21. 

“We continue to stress the need to 
practice sound hygiene by frequently 
washing hands thoroughly, maintain-
ing 6 feet of separation between oth-
ers, and wearing masks when indoors 
or [if] social distancing is not possi-
ble,” Viola said. 

With the summer over, pool facili-
ties at the Beach Club, Mumford’s 
Landing and the Sports and Racquet 
Club have closed until next Memorial 
Day Weekend. 

Lingering for a bit is the Yacht Club 
Pool, which will be open this Friday 
through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. The Yacht Club Pool is tenta-
tively set to operate next Saturday and 
Sunday based on staff availability. 

The Sports Core Pool is open year-
round for recreational swimming and 
exercise classes. 

House of operation for residents 

and the general public are Monday-
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

During the week the Sports Core 
Pool opens earlier for members, be-
ginning at 6 a.m. for “Early Bird Lap 
Swim” with aquatics classes com-

mencing at 8 a.m. 
Recreational swimmers are asked 

to call the Sports Core at 410-641-
5255 to confirm availability.  

Health safety requirements dictate 
that pool users must wear face masks 
at all times when not in the water. 

OP drainage project scope revisions review 

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer
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The Yacht Club Pool is in operation this Friday through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

See PHILLIPS Page 7
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Phillips outlines multiple updates
Phillips said the current scope of 

work around Bainbridge is intended 
to improve water quality and flood re-
siliency.  

“We’re going to retrofit Bainbridge 
Pond by making it current with [state] 
wet pond regulations,” she said. 

Plans include improving the gravel 
road by Bainbridge Park and building 
a new drainage swale downslope in 
the direction of adjacent private prop-
erties.    

“That will help give some cushion 
to the water that flows in their back-
yard,” she said. 

Other upgrades include installing 
both a smaller pool pond in front of 
Bainbridge Pond and wetland aquatic 
benches, which are plants used to as-
sist water filtration. 

“It will reduce the shoreline ero-
sion there,” she said. 

The project includes outfall struc-
ture upgrades such as building a 
small-scale dam, or weir, to control 
water flow during storm events. 

“This will help control the water 
levels and can slow them down with 
potentially larger storms,” she said. 
“We can control that ourselves.” 

Phillips said Bainbridge Pond af-
fects roughly 12 percent of the Ocean 
Pines community. 

Other upgrades include replacing a 
pair of 15-inch corrugated metal 

pipes. 
“They rust over time and deterio-

rate,” she said. “They’re going to be 
switched with a high density poly 
pipe.”  

Lastly, the drainage swale ditch 
connected to Bainbridge Pond would 
be improved. 

“We’ll be excavating the clay soils 
from the bottom and replacing it with 
sand and planting soil mix,” she said. 
“Anything we disturb there will be re-
planted.”  

Phillips said Ocean Pines was 
awarded the DNR grant on the basis 
of lowering waterway pollutants. 

“We’re going to be reducing total 
nitrogen by 1,535 pounds a year, 
phosphorous by 174 pounds per year 
and total suspended solids by 90 tons 
a year,” she said. 

The culvert work slated for Bea-
conhill Road and along Pinehurst in-
cludes installing reinforced concrete. 

“The reason we’re doing that in-
stead of an actual pipe is because it 
provides flexibility to meet the design 
requirements and the site condi-
tions,” she said. 

Phillips said concrete allows for 
narrower excavation limits and re-
duces compaction levels. 

“With the retrofitting of the pond, 
we are slowing down the water and 
able to control the flow,” she said. 

Phillips said the overall drainage 

plan also includes improving outfall 
swales at three sections between 
Sandyhook and Pinehurst roads, 
Beauchamp to Pinehurst Road and 
Beaconhill Road, with future grants 
required to cover the $175,000 esti-
mated cost. 

“We are seeking future funding op-
portunities to continue work through-
out Ocean Pines,” she said. 

Phillips said the Maryland Coastal 
Bays Program, whose officials helped 
sniff out the current DNR grant 
money, is continuing to look for fi-
nancing.  

“That would be retrofitting of the 
drainage swales to remove the limit-
ing confining layers of silt, leaf and or-
ganic material by replacing it with 
sand, plant and spoil mixture,” she 
said. 

The material change would allow 
for seasonal runoff and provide im-
proved resiliency during storm 
events. 

“In the meantime, Ocean Pines 
Public Works will maintain those 
ditches,” she said. 

Viola said the next steps would in-
clude writing the particulars of a bid 
solicitation for Bainbridge Pond work, 
along with presenting project details 
to the Maryland Board of Public 
Works before approval and accept-
ance of grant funds from Worcester 
County.

Continued from Page 6
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(Sept. 17, 2020) The following oc-
curred during the Berlin Mayor and 
Council meeting on Monday: 

Flu vaccines 

Town Administrative Manager 
Kelsey Jensen said flu vaccines will 
be administered to town employees 
and anyone on their medical plans on 
Sept. 30 from 11 a.m. t0 1 p.m. in in 
town hall, 10 William Street.  

Finance 

Natalie Saleh, the town’s finance 
director, said Monday was the first day 
of the virtual audit for the 2020 fiscal 
year. 

“The way it’s going to work is we’ll 
be communicating through the emails 
and the phone only with our auditors,” 
she said. “They will not be present on 
site.” 

Saleh said the process is more 
time-consuming, but the first day was 
productive. 

In addition, Blakely Shord, the 
town’s customer service representa-

tive, will begin maternity leave later 
this month. The finance department 
will be slightly short-staffed, but Town 
Administrator Jeff Fleetwood has 
arranged for two employees to assist 
with customer service. 

Power outages 

Electric Utility Director Tim 
Lawrence said the town has experi-
enced a total of nine power outages 
over the last year. Three of the out-
ages were caused by equipment fail-
ures such as overheated 
transformers, while two outages were 
caused by high winds and lightning re-
lated to hurricanes.  

“Then, we had three non-Berlin 
contractors that damaged our power 
run,” Lawrence said. “Two of them 
were created by the same tree com-
pany that were taking trees down. 
They dropped a limb into our power 
line and knocked out the power, and 
then they left a limb in one of the 
trees that they trimmed. When the 
wind got up, it caught the limb and 
then it flew it into the overhead power 
lines.”  
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Berlin Planning Commission 
approves office building plan

(Sept. 17, 2020) The Berlin Plan-
ning Commission last Wednesday ap-
proved a site plan with conditions to 
construct a two-story office building 
on the south side of Old Ocean City 
Boulevard directly across from the 
Barrett Building.  

Old Ocean City Boulevard LLC., 
the owner and the developer, plans to 
construct a total 12,415-square-foot 
building on the parcel. 

The applicants previously pre-
sented a concept plan for the plan-
ning commission’s review on April 11, 
2018. 

Berlin Planning Director Dave En-
gelhart said the parcel is zoned B-2 

Shopping District, and the proposed 
use is permitted by right.  

Jeff Harman from the Becker Mor-
gan Group represented Old Ocean 
City Boulevard at the meeting and 
presented the final site plan for ap-
proval. 

“I think some of you are probably 
familiar with this project,” Harman 
said. “It’s kind of been around for a 
few years, probably 10 or 12 years 
since it first originally started. It had 
gone on hold for a little while, and a 
new developer picked it up and is 
completing it now.” 

Harman said entrance to the 
building is on Old Ocean City Boule-
vard. 

By Ally Lanasa 
Staff Writer

See OFFICE Page 10

Berlin Mayor and Council Briefs 
By Ally Lanasa 
Staff Writer

Continued on Page 11
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Harman added that the site has a 
storm water feature in the back—a 
natural constructed gravel wetland. 

“Personally, what concerns me is 
the storm water,” said Commission 
member alternate David “DJ” Lock-
wood. “I know during typical storms, 
summer storms, it floods.” 

Harman said one of the town’s 
storm water comments regarded re-
moving the accumulated sediment 
and to clean the bank to help with 
drainage. 

He added that the wetlands will re-
duce the run-off from the site as well. 

“When a storm event comes, the 
water comes in on the surface and fil-
ters down through the surface soil 
and it pushes the water out that’s 
stored in the bottom,” Harman ex-
plained. “So, dirty water comes in 
[and] pushes clean water out. Then, 
that water sits there to be cleaned by 
the plantings until the next storm 
event comes.” 

The parking lot and roof drain 
water to pipes and catch basins that 
go to the gravel wetlands in the rear, 
he continued.  

As for landscaping, Harman said a 
two-and-half foot or three-foot berm 

with plants will help shield the park-
ing lot from view of the street. 

“That was requested back origi-
nally when the site plan went 
through planning commission,” Har-
man said. 

Commission member Pete Cosby 
requested more monumental trees on 
the site. Commission member Ron 
Cascio suggested planting willow 
oaks along the road front and service-
berry trees near the building.  

Harman said sidewalks will also be 
added as well as shoulder widening 
from the State Highway Association. 

The town code calls for 34 parking 
spaces on the property. The site plan 

shows 50 parking spaces.  
“We’re not going to be surprised 

by any HVAC stuff on the roof of this 
building, are we?” Cascio asked. “Be-
cause that’s not acceptable.” 

Harman responded that the HVAC 
is limited until the owner secures a 
tenant, but he would ensure that the 
equipment is installed on the ground 
if it was a condition of approval. 

The commission viewed the ren-
dering of the building, which showed 
stone around the foundation of the 
building. 

“We like to see brick,” Cascio said. 
“A red hue of some type.” 

Engelhart said that the staff rec-

ommended approval of the site plan. 
The planning commission ap-

proved the site plan with the follow-
ing conditions: keep the building a 
light beige color, do not use vinyl sid-
ing, plant willow oaks out front and 
serviceberry trees around the build-
ing, do not have the HVAC system 
visible on the roof or it must be 
screened on the ground, incorporate 
red brick around base instead of 
stone and ensure the outdoor lighting 
is down lighting. 

In addition, a subsequent applica-
tion must be submitted for signage 
approval because the site plan did not 
depict the sign design. 

Continued from Page 8

PHOTO COURTESY OLD OCEAN CITY BOULEVARD, LLC. 

The Berlin Planning Commission approved the site plan for a two-story office building on Old Ocean City Boulevard directly across from the Barrett 
Building with several conditions during its meeting on Sept. 9.

Office building on 
Old OC Blvd. near 
Barrett property

BILL CANNON’S GARAGE, INC.
FOR ALL OF YOUR AUTO CARE NEEDS
•  Transmission Repair  •  Emission and Inspections

•  Onboard Computer Diagnostics
•  Engine Repair and Rebuild  •  Brake Service

•  and Much More!
36389 DuPont Blvd - Rt 113 Selbyville -

3 miles North of MD-DE line

302-436-4200
Established

in 1984
“CERTIFIED NAPA SERVICE CENTER”

With a Nationwide Warranty Program
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A boring contractor bore through a 
secondary service on Decatur Street 
Extended, Lawrence added. 

The most recent power outage oc-
curred about 9 p.m. on Sept. 9 and 
all power was restored by 11 p.m.  

Water valve repairs 

The water resources department 
discovered a leak between Franklin 
Avenue and Bryan Avenue and re-
placed two valves, Fleetwood said.  

Additional maintenance on three 
values near the water tower on 
Franklin Avenue was scheduled to be 
completed this week. 

“That will not cause disruption of 

water,” he said. “Those three valves 
will be replaced, and then we’re well 
aware of two other leaks, one up in 
front of the fire company and one a lit-
tle bit further north on Main Street.” 

Jamey Latchum, the town’s 
stormwater and wastewater superin-
tendent, will likely fix those leaks next 
week. 

Street erosion 

A Berlin resident sent a letter to 
town officials about street erosion on 
Evans Road caused by water and 
drainage issues. 

“We did install a concrete rain gut-
ter that goes down to the catch 
basin,” Fleetwood said.

Berlin Mayor and Council Briefs 
Continued from Page 8

Candidate list certified for 
Berlin election set for Oct. 6

(Sept. 17, 2020) The Berlin Board 
of Supervisors of Elections last Tues-
day certified the remaining candi-
dates for inclusion on the ballot for 
the municipal election on Oct. 6. 

All the candidates met the mini-
mum requirements to qualify for the 
election: residing in Berlin, being reg-
istered voters in the town and, if run-
ning for a district council seat, living 
within that district. 

There are five candidates on the 
ballot for mayor: Jennifer Allen, Ron 
Bireley, Bill Todd, Zack Tyndall and 
incumbent Gee Williams. 

Jay Knerr and Tony Weeg are run-
ning for the at-large council seat, 
while Shaneka Nichols and Dan 
Packey compete for the District 3 
council seat.  

Jack Orris is unopposed for the 
District 2 council seat. He will be pro-
claimed the winner unless there are 
any write-in candidates by Sept. 29 at 
5 p.m. 

Berlin residents are being encour-
aged to vote by absentee ballot this 
year as part of the town’s effort to 
limit the spread of covid-19. Absentee 
voting applications are due to town 
officials by Sept. 29 at 5 p.m. A post-
mark date is not sufficient. 

Absentee voting applications are 
otherwise due to town officials in-
person at Berlin Town Hall, 10 
William Street, on Oct. 2 at 5 p.m. 

Polling places will be open on Oct. 
6 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

The Board of Supervisors of Elec-
tions has said it will be taking safety 
precautions on election day to protect 
poll workers and voters. At a mini-
mum, face coverings and social dis-
tancing will be enforced, Deputy 
Town Administrator Mary Bohlen 
said. 

“Because government-issued rec-
ommendations and mandates can 
change quickly, it is important that 

Berlin voters pay close attention to 
election information over the coming 
weeks,” Bohlen wrote in a press re-
lease.  

Bohlen informed the board during 
the meeting that the town is hiring 
poll workers for the municipal elec-
tion. 

“We do anticipate a fairly large 
turnout for the election,” she said. 
“Past experience has shown the more 
contested the election is, the higher 
the voter turnout.” 

In addition to reviewing the elec-
tion schedule, the board members 
were supposed to select a chairperson 
of the board. With Tony Bowen and 
Preston Whaley absent, there were 
not enough board members to make 
a decision.  

The board members then updated 
their guidebooks with a list of cur-
rent board members and their con-
tact information, the process for 
voting by absentee ballot, a copy of 
the absentee letter form given to vot-
ers and copies of legal advertise-
ments.  

“Most of the stuff that goes into 
your books is really for information 
purposes just so that you have it,” 
Bohlen told the board. “It’s not nec-
essarily forms or items that you will 
directly deal with.” 

She added that absentee and regu-
lar ballots will be printed on security 
paper. 

“It’s a different environment sur-
rounding elections,” Bohlen said. 
“We’ve developed a much more for-
mal process for the absentee ballots. 
The primary difference is simply that 
the ballots are going to be identified 
… identification is not going to be as-
sociated with the voter, but what it 
will tell us is if we receive any dupli-
cates, so we know if there’s been tam-
pering.” 

The next Board of Supervisors of 
Elections is scheduled for Sept. 29 at 
5:30 p.m. 

By Ally Lanasa 
Staff Writer
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Ocean Pines financials still trend positively
(Sept. 17, 2020) OPA General Man-

ager John Viola, in addition to report-
ing overall positive budget numbers, 
highlighted several proposed ameni-
ties upgrades during the board of di-
rectors meeting last week. 

Looking at July 2020 financials, net 
revenues were favorable to budget by 
$326,000, with expenses unfavorable 
by $8,000 for a net operating favora-
bility of $318,000 for the month. 

“Last year we were $55,000 favor-
able for July,” he said. 

Viola also noted the current 
monthly totals were bolstered by Pay-
roll Protection Program funding the 
OPA received earlier this year totaling 
$1.14 million. 

Looking at monthly department 
breakdowns for July, General Admin-
istration led the pack at $283,000 fa-
vorability to budget, which included 
about $398,000 in PPP funds with 
$100,000 of the sum booked for bad 
debts. 

Other departments with positive 
budget numbers during July included 
the yacht club at $41,000, public 
works at $32,000, marinas at $32,000 
and golf operations at $21,000, while 
aquatics closed the month negative to 
budget by $79,000 and the beach club 
was in the red about $26,000. 

Viola said year-to-date numbers are 
also trending positively at $931,000 
favorable to budget compared to 
$309,000 favorability at this point last 
year. 

Viola said general administration is 
favorable to budget by $979,000 for 
the year due in large part to PPP fund-
ing. 

“We basically at this point have uti-
lized the $1,143,000,” he said. “We 
won’t see that going forward.” 

Viola also reviewed new projects, 
including soliciting bids for accounting 
and waste services. 

“The ‘long range plan team’ is in 
place preparing information for the 
budget process and working with the 
Budget and Finance and Strategic 

Planning committees,” he said. 
Annual grounds maintenance work 

is underway on fairways and greens at 
the Ocean Pines Golf Course. 

“We are seeing positive results in 
the last couple days,” he said. 

Viola said marina manager Ron 
Fisher is teaming with Recreation and 
Parks Director Debbie Donahue, along 
with Director of Public Works Eddie 
Wells and Public Works Operations 
Manager Nobie Violante, to work with 
Worcester County officials on a pro-
posal to install six additional boat slips, 
intended as non-rentals for visitors. 

“That should definitely help with 
the food and everything else at the 
yacht club,” he said. 

Viola said initial cost estimates are 
in the $30,000 range with more de-
tails likely by next month. 

Another expansion under consider-
ation would add court facilities at the 
Ocean Pines Racquet Center. 

“This proposal will not touch any of 
the other courts. They will still be in 
place,” he said. 

The idea is to build combination 
courts to accommodate different rac-
quet sports. 

“Terry and Tim McMullen are talk-
ing about a court for junior tennis 
[that] would be a combination for four 
pickleball courts,” he said. The dual-
purpose courts could be used for ten-
nis instruction in the morning and 
pickleball competitions in the after-
noon. 

“Pickleball is ramping up and we 
have a lot of people playing so we do 
need the courts,” he said.  

Viola said the proposed courts 
would be handicapped-accessible with 
costs estimated between $40,000 to 
$70,000 depending on available grant 
funding.

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

(Sept. 17, 2020) Recently ensconced 
OPA Treasurer Doug Parks reviewed 
short-term investments, annual assess-
ment payments and replacement re-
serve fund balances during the Board of 
Directors’ meeting on Sept. 9. 

Parks opened the report by updating 
investment numbers. 

“The overall laddered investment 
rate of return on CDARs for July was 
approximately 1.9 percent,” he said. 

Parks said as of this July 31 the asso-
ciation had roughly $13.5 million in 
cash. Of that, approximately $7.1 mil-
lion is in CDARs (Certificate of Deposit 
Account Registry Service) and about 
$6.4 million between money market 
funds and other operating accounts. 

Parks turned next to collection rates 
for annual assessments after member-
ship was provided several extra months 
to pay because of the current covid-19 
pandemic. 

“I did some research and it was 
based on the fact that we had covid-19 
this year and we made some adjust-
ments in the way people are going to 
pay their assessments,” he said. 

Parks said looking back over the past 
five years the association averaged 
about 95 percent rate of return for an-
nual assessment dues. 

“If you look at the 92 percent we 
have this year as of Sept. 1 … it’s pretty 
good considering. However, please note 
that … accounts for a $708,000 short-
fall in the amount of assessment money 
we would have budgeted to collect,” he 
said.  

Parks also presented a chart outlin-
ing the collection rate of return over the 
past few months. 

“You saw a big uptick in April, May 
and June [but] right now we’ve sort of 
leveled off,” he said. 

Parks updates OP 
financials for year 
though end of July
By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

See TREASURER Page 13

 
Town of Berlin 

ABSENTEE VOTING 
APPLICATION 
AVAILABILITY   

for 2020 Town of Berlin Elections 
 
For the Municipal Election to be 

held on Tuesday, October 6, 2020 for 
the offices of Mayor and of Council 
seats in Districts 2 and 3 and At-
large: 

The Town of Berlin Board of Su-
pervisors of Elections will accept ap-
plications for Absentee Voting 
BEGINNING Friday, September 4, 
2020. Applications will not be avail-
able before that date and must be re-
turned by the deadline to be 
accepted.  

Applications must be RECEIVED 

in the Berlin Town Hall per the fol-
lowing schedule: 

By MAIL: No later than 5:00 PM, 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2020 

In PERSON: No later than 5:00 
PM, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2020 

For an application or more infor-
mation please call 410-641-4314 or 
email mbohlen@berlinmd.gov. 

TOWN OF BERLIN 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 

ELECTIONS 
OCD-8/20/2t _________________________________ 

 

 
Town of Berlin 

Notice of  

MUNICIPAL   
ELECTION   
On October 6, 2020 

 
Notice is hereby given to all eligi-

ble voters of the Town of Berlin that 
a Municipal Election will be held on 
Tuesday, October 6, 2020 for the Of-
fice of Mayor and for Council Seats 
in Districts 2 and 3 and At-Large.   

Voters residing in Districts 1 and 
2 will vote at the Buckingham Pres-
byterian Church, 20 S. Main Street, 
Berlin, Maryland, and voters resid-
ing in Districts 3 and 4 will vote at 
the Berlin Police Department, 129 
Decatur Street, Berlin, Maryland. 
District 1 and District 4 voters will 
be able to vote for the Office of Mayor 
and for the At-Large Council seat, 
both of which will appear on the bal-
lot at both voting locations.  

Both polling places will open at 
7:00 a.m. on Tuesday, October 6, 
2020, and will remain open until 
7:00 p.m. Absentee ballots will be ac-
cepted until the close of polls. For 
more information, please call 410-
641-4314 or email 
mbohlen@berlinmd.gov. 

TOWN OF BERLIN 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 

ELECTIONS 
OCD-9/17/1t _________________________________ 

Town of Berlin Public Notices
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Treasurer report 
for Pines strong

Parks also covered reserve account 
balances, including replacement, bulk-
heads, roads and new capital. 

 “I will certainly continue the trend 
as we’ve done in the past and we will 
monitor our reserve funding,” he said. 

Parks said about $1.6 million has 
been spent from reserve funds for proj-
ects undertaken this fiscal year. 

“At the end of last fiscal year, there 
was $5.6 million among all the different 
reserve funds,” he said. “At the end of 
July, the current balance in our reserve 
funds collectively is $7.2 million.” 

Replacement reserve funds sat at 
about $3.5 million to close the last fiscal 
year on April 30, with $1.9 million from 
assessment fees and $900,000 ex-
pended for current projects since that 
point to leave a tally of $4.4 million on 
July 31. 

Bulkheads closed FY19/20 on April 
30 at $1.6 million, which was boosted 
by $900,000 in assessment fees with 
$500,000 spent since that point to 
leave a roughly $2 million balance as of 
July 31. 

Roads and drainage reserve funds 
sat at $500,000 to end the last fiscal 
year, with casino funds contributing 
$300,000 since that time and 
$100,000 expended for a roughly 
$700,000 balance on July 31. 

New capital reserves had a $100,00 
balance on July 31 after $200,000 from 
assessment fees was transferred in and 
about $100,000 was spent since April 
30. 

Parks, while noting the association 
spent a large sum on capital projects 
this year, highlighted the importance of 
continuing to monitor reserve funds 
based on a motion the board passed 
two years ago to assure balances were 
maintained at prescribed percentages. 

“These are projects that we have ex-
pensed over this past year and we’re 
starting to make sure that we manage 
both the expense side and where we are 
with the balance in the reserve funding 
with a target at the end of this current 
fiscal year of $5.05 million,” he said. “If 
there are unplanned expenses we’ll cer-
tainly have to manage that.”

Continued from Page 12

Berlin comprehensive plan update

(Sept. 17, 2020) The Berlin Plan-
ning Commission discussed the town’s 
“Resilience Element” during its meet-
ing on Sept. 9.  

The Resilience Element will be a 
new section in the town’s comprehen-
sive plan, which is updated every 10 
years and is due for review. 

“We can make any changes we like 
to the comprehensive plan or none at 
all,” said Berlin Planning Director 
Dave Engelhart. 

A comprehensive plan is a state-re-
quired master plan that guides towns 
and counties with goals and objectives 
specific to future land use and devel-
opment. 

Because of the increasing debate 
concerning growth and development 
in Berlin, Engelhart advised the com-
mission to focus on those topics in the 
update.  

“I think the essence of all that is, is 
it inevitable that we physically expand 
our boundaries?” Commission mem-
ber Ron Cascio asked. “I hear that it’s 
inevitable, but I don’t believe it.” 

Berlin aims to integrate climate 
change resilience into the comprehen-
sive plan as well as other municipal 
planning documents and practices. 

According to the town’s website, “as 
towns adjust to increasingly extreme 
weather events, stress on public facil-

ities, and higher costs of services, 
there is growing need to reduce the 
impacts through conscious climate 
adaptation and resilience planning.” 

Towns like Berlin are encouraged 
to develop local re-
siliency long-term 
goals that will lead to a 
sustainable future and 
a healthy environment 
amid a changing cli-
mate. 

Berlin’s Resilience 
Element will describe 
climate change im-

pacts on the region, establish re-
siliency strategies and identify 
resources that can help strengthen the 
community’s ability to prepare for and 
respond to such changes. 

In 2019, Berlin received a $20,000 
grant from the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion to prepare the Resilience Ele-
ment. 

The town then collaborated with 
the University of Maryland Environ-
mental Finance Center to conduct 
meetings and begin drafting the re-
silience document. 

“This was developed with quite a lot 
of public input,” Engelhart said. 

The community was invited to 
comment on climate change, funding 
the town’s future and the growth of 

Berlin through a series of meetings in 
March 2019. Residents were also 
asked to submit comments this past 
April. 

Commission member Matthew 
Stoehr observed that implementing 
some of the state’s Resilience Element 
recommendations will cost more than 
the town can afford, but Engelhart re-
minded him these considerations are 
just that, and aren’t required. 

Commission member Pete Cosby 
added, “All we need to do is add a 
chapter to our comprehensive plan 
that says, ‘Resilience is an important 
thing in these regards …’ “You want 
simple documents that are easy to 
read. This thing is longer than our 
comprehensive plan,” he continued.  

Approval of the final document and 
amendment to the comprehensive 
plan will occur later this year. 

“Eventually, you’ll have to have a 
public hearing because you’re amend-
ing the comprehensive plan,” Engel-
hart said.  

At the public hearing, the planning 
commission would recommend the 
document to the Berlin Mayor and 
Council, who will also hold a public 
hearing to amend the comprehensive 
plan. 

In addition, Worcester County gov-
ernment has to approve the changes to 
the comprehensive plan under state 
law.

By Ally Lanasa 
Staff Writer

Dave Engelhart
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Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to  
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

As logical as it is to establish a succession plan for top ad-
ministrative personnel in Ocean Pines, one thing over which 
the OPA Board of Directors has no control in its pursuit of 
great employees is … the Board of Directors itself. 

Over the years, the boards have hired administrators with 
impressive resumes and solid experience. Some worked out, 
some did not, and some shouldn’t have been hired in the first 
place. Still others might have been good on all counts had 
they not been chewed up and spit out by the very people who 
hired them. 

No such thing exists as a perfect hire as long as the people 
with the ultimate authority, the directors themselves, are ro-
tating in and out, depending on the political vagaries of com-
munity politics. 

In many respects, community and town administrators 
are political appointees, which is why turnover in manage-
ment occurs more frequently when there is significant 
turnover of elected officials. 

That’s why establishing plans and procedures for hiring a 
general manager is just one half of the equation. The other 
half is coming up with an equally solid contract that a top-
notch general manager can depend on in times of political 
conflict. 

Luckily for OPA members, they have been spared the in-
fighting and factionalism that marked some earlier boards. 
So far, the current board and its immediate predecessors 
have operated relatively smoothly. Members also are fortu-
nate that the directors found in General Manager John Viola 
someone capable, someone with whom they would all get 
along and someone who knows the community well. 

But that might not be the case when he steps down two or 
three years from now. Outside one or two good candidates 
from within, the caliber of the applicants from elsewhere will 
depend on the quality of the job being offered. As the board 
enumerates what it wants in a manager, it also ought to be 
enumerating the contract protections and considerations 
that should be a major part of any attractive offer.

Mayor clears up   
misinformation  

Editor, 
I feel it necessary to ad-

dress some misinformed 
posts on the internet regard-
ing the Town of Berlin’s de-
cision to cancel the Berlin 
Christmas Parade and our 
traditional New Year’s Eve 
Celebration.  

I also wish to comment on 
the decision to proceed with 
a modified version of 
Berlin’s Octoberfest. 

The decisions and policies 
of the town since the begin-
ning of the covid-19 pan-
demic have fully followed 
the guidelines and orders of 
Gov. Larry Hogan and his 
administration.   

I stated early on during 
this crisis, and I know we 
have proceeded throughout 
this unprecedented medical 
challenge, to seek a middle 
road but when the path for-
ward is not clear, to err on 
the side of caution. 

The Town of Berlin has 
hosted only one event so far 
this year. That was a highly 
modified version of the 
Berlin Peach Festival which 
was promoted as Peach Day.   

By spreading the offerings 
out along Main Street and 

side streets we were able to 
accommodate the necessity 
of social distancing and re-
quired everyone to wear face 
masks. 

Peach Day was a resound-
ing success and serves as an 
example of what is possible 
for the re-organizing of some 
popular Berlin events during 
this ongoing pandemic.  

This year’s Oktoberfest is 
being restructured along the 
similar lines and not with 
the massive grouping of 
crowds in recent years.  

It is not possible for 
Berlin Christmas Parade to 
be reorganized in a way to 
make it a safe public event.   

Literally a few thousand 
people, many children, come 
to town from neighboring 
communities. Kids, parents 
and friends pack the side-
walks all along Main Street.  

This is in no way con-
ducive to social distancing in 
any manner. Some people 
say the town should just re-
strict the number of people 
who can attend. Really! 

Many of the youth groups 
and marching bands are not 
meeting or practicing. And 
even if we should all be so 
lucky that somehow the pan-
demic magically disappears 
later this fall, then an event 

as large and involved as 
Berlin’s Christmas Parade 
cannot just be thrown to-
gether in a matter of a cou-
ple weeks or even a month. 

The News Year’s Ball 
Drop on Main Street pres-
ents similar crowding prob-
lems, just on a smaller scale 
in a much more confined 
area.   

Once again, it is not con-
ducive to setting up a safe 
setting or for social distanc-
ing in this time of the coron-
avirus. 

The Town of Berlin is ex-
ploring an alternative for 
this New Year’s Eve which 
would enable a fireworks 
display to be based at the 
Worcester County ball field 
at the southern border of our 
community.  

If this is feasible, as we 
hope, it would be held early 
in the evening on New Year’s 
Eve so children can see the 
fireworks from their homes, 
or from their parents’ auto-
mobiles.   

This approach is being 
considered by the Town of 
Berlin and a decision will 
come in a few weeks. 

I know all of us are weary 
of this seemingly never-end-
ing pandemic.   
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(Sept. 17, 2020) Coworkers of Des-
tiny Collins organized a GoFundMe 
to support her family after a fire de-
stroyed the family’s house on Circle 
Road in Berlin on Labor Day.  

Collins said the fire occurred when 
her father was grilling and went in-
side to use the restroom. 

“I went outside to go get my 
clothes because I took my grandmom 
and myself to laundromat, and as I 

was bringing our clothes in, the house 
was filled with white smoke,” she 
said. “So, I looked out my window, 
and I saw that the fire was coming 
from under the hood of the grill.” 

Collins instructed her father to un-
plug the gas tank to avoid an explo-
sion. 

“He ran to go get the water hose, 
and I ran into the house to get a 
bucket, and I started trying to fill it up 
with water,” she added. 

But they were too late. The fire 
spread to the house. 

Collins, her two children, her 
younger brother, her father, her 
mother and her grandmother were 
living in the single-story home on Cir-
cle Road and are now homeless. 

The American Red Cross provided 
Collins’ mother with Visa cards. 

“We went to Walmart to go buy 
some clothes and stuff to last us for a 
couple of days,” Collins said.   

Her family first went to Microtel 
Inn & Suites, but relocated to La 
Quinta Hotel because it was too ex-
pensive. Fortunately, her relative 
worked there and was able to provide 
the family with a deal on rooms. 

Collins said her family is most in 
need of clothes for her younger 
brother, parents and grandmother as 
well as basic necessities and house 
supplies. 

She added that she attended the 
“Beep and Greet” event at Bucking-
ham Elementary School on Bucking-
ham Road in Berlin and received 
school supplies for her oldest daugh-
ter.  

“When I went to get another iPad 
for my daughter because it got dam-
aged in the fire, the school actually 
had donated some money to us and 
school supplies as well,” Collins said. 

In addition, Head Start provided 
supplies for her youngest daughter. 

To collect monetary donations for 
the family, Collins’ coworkers Abbey 
Gray and Jasmine Bateman organ-
ized a GoFundMe account on Sept. 9. 

“Words cannot express enough of 
how appreciative I am,” Collins said. 

Currently, Collins works three 
jobs: Bath and Body Works, as a host-
ess at Hammerheads On the Beach, 
on 10th Street and the Boardwalk, 
and at Mountainaire. 

On Monday, Collins’ boss at Ham-
merheads On the Beach organized an 
event to raise funds for the Collins 
family. All bar proceeds from 4-6 
p.m. benefited them.  

To donate to the Collins family, visit 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-
destiny039s-family-get-back-on-their-
feet?utm_source=customer&utm_cam
p a i g n = p _ c p + s h a r e -
sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_more.
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Opinions about its danger to citi-
zens is a varied as anything I have 
ever witnessed. As the Mayor of 
Berlin it is my responsibility to not be 
swayed by either extreme, but to find 
a responsible middle course that gets 
our community safely through this 
disappointing and often frustrating 
year of 2020. 

In the meantime, please do all you 
can within your control to keep your 
family, friends and your extended 
family of Berlin safe until this is all 
behind us. 

Mayor Gee Williams 
Town of Berlin 

Letters

GoFundMe page for Collins family

Continued from Page 14

By Ally Lanasa 
Staff Writer

Pair of Pines Golf 
Cmte. members 
quit over inaction

(Sept. 17, 2020) Recently resigned 
OPA Golf Committee charter mem-
ber Olga Novy clarified this week that 
her decision to step down was not be-
cause of ground conditions at the 
Ocean Pines Golf Course. 

“The golf course is in terrible con-
dition. However, this happens histor-
ically every summer,” she said. “It is 
a matter of opinion if this year is any 
worse than previous years.” 

Novy said she joined the commit-
tee when it was reconstituted just 
over three years ago in hopes of hav-
ing a positive impact on golf opera-
tions.  

“When it became evident that I 
couldn’t, I came to the conclusion I 
was wasting my time,” she said. “Mr. 
Perrone and the board have my rea-
sons for resigning. What they choose 
to do with that information is up to 
them.” 

Judging by user feedback left this 
month on the website golfnow.com, 
course conditions are ranking far 
below par. 

Of the dozen reviews left online to 
this point in September, seven were 

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

See COURSE Page 16
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one star, with three other golfers rat-
ing the course two stars, while the re-
maining pair were only slightly better 
at three stars. 

Three quarters of the reviews were 
from regulars, with five players visit-
ing a few times per week and four 
others once a week. 

One reviewer described conditions 
as deplorable, with dead spots and 
weeds abounding. 

“About 10-15 years ago, the place 
was pretty good,” the reviewer wrote. 
“Find the greens keeper who knew how 
to maintain the place, hire them back 
at whatever it takes and fix this mess.” 

Another review was titled “Don’t 
Play Here” and suggested the course 
be shuttered for the season. 

“Fairway lies played like first cut 
rough,” the review said. 

Another player who visits weekly 
wrote earlier this month promising to 
curtail the tradition. 

“The worse course I have ever 
played [and] I will never come back,” 
the reviewer said. 

Another subpar review noted a 
proliferation of crab grass on the tees 
and fairways.  

“There are bare spots on some 
greens where you cannot find 15 feet 
of puttable surface,” the review 
stated. 

One review claimed, “Fairways on 

nearby courses roll better than these 
greens.” 

While another player pledged to 
forgo the course altogether despite 
living nearby. 

“I’ve played public golf courses in 
much better condition,” the review 
said. “I won’t go back and I have a 
house in Ocean Pines.” 

Former OPA Golf Committee 
Chair Larry Davies, who resigned 
along with Novy, said significant im-
provements are required for golf op-
erations. 

 “Those who want can ‘spin’ the 
facts any way they want or continue 
to put their heads in a hole and pre-
tend everything is fine,” he said. “The 
fact remains that the [course] condi-
tion is subpar and that a bottom to 
top evaluation for all aspects of man-
aging and operating this amenity is 
needed.” 

Davies also questioned the wis-
dom of the proposed use of waste-
water for course irrigation, noting the 
repurposed fluids contain elevated 
saline content and suspended solids. 

“We can’t keep our course in good 
condition with freshwater,” he said. 
“Managing and controlling the use of 
wastewater on a golf course requires 
the correct soil/turf and an expertise 
that our OPGC staff does not have. 
Every resident should be laser fo-
cused on stopping this initiative”

Course conditions questioned 
Continued from Page 15

(Sept. 17, 2020) The US Coast 
Guard Auxiliary is offering a virtual 
Maryland Basic Boating Safety 
Course, Tuesday through Thursday, 
Sept. 22-24 from 6-9 p.m.   

The Maryland Safe Boating Certifi-
cate is required for all boat operators 
born after July 1, 1972, and is 
awarded after successful completion 
of the course.   

The class includes piloting in local 
waters, tying nautical knots, foul 
weather tactics, legal issues, updated 

Maryland regulations and common 
marine maintenance.   

The cost for the three-day course is 
$20. To register or for more informa-
tion, call Barry Cohen at 410-935-4807, 
or email CGAUXOC@gmail.com. 

Checks should be made payable to: 
USGCAUX 12-05“ and mailed to: 
USCGAUX 12-05, P.O. Box 1682, 
Berlin, Maryland 21811. Payment via 
PayPAL is also accepted. 

Other classes are scheduled for 
Oct. 20-22 and Nov. 17-19.

GREG ELLISON/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

Now former OPA Golf Committee Chair Larry Davies, top center, ponders the discussion, while also 
recently resigned member Olga Novy, bottom left, takes notes during the groups meeting on Feb. 
25.

Coast Guard offering virtual 
basic boating safety course  

www.atlanticdental.com  
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OP Beach Club winds down 
subpar season on Labor Day

(Sept. 17, 2020) Despite coronavirus 
slowing down most aspects of life during 
2020, the Ocean Pines Beach Club, 
which closed for the season after Labor 
Day Weekend, managed to stay afloat fi-
nancially with hopes of a return to nor-
malcy by next summer season. 

Matt Ortt Companies cofounder Ralph 
DeAngelus said the Beach Club was able 
to open over Memorial Day Weekend, ini-
tially for carryout service only due to state-
issued covid-19 safety precautions. 

“Which really didn’t help us at the 
Beach Club if people were going to get 
food,” he said. “It’s not really a giant car-
ryout place.” 

One saving grace during the opening 
weekend at the Beach Club was the abil-
ity to serve carryout drinks. 

“Memorial Day Weekend was a dis-
aster compared to last year,” he said. 
“Once we were allowed to serve on the 
deck, that helped us.” 

By the weekend after Memorial Day, 
reopening plans in Maryland were ex-
panded to include limited outside dining. 

On May 27 an executive order from 
Gov. Larry Hogan permitted Maryland 
food and beverage establishments to 
begin serving patrons outdoors under 
social-distancing guidelines. 

“The biggest problem all year was the 

pool,” he said. “The pool being [initially] 
limited to 25 percent capacity really hurt 
us.” 

DeAngelus said pool capacity restric-
tions, which were later increased to 50 
percent, had the largest impact on busi-
ness volume at the Beach Club. 

“The Beach Club is a destination lo-
cation for the pool and ocean,” he said. 
“You don’t come to … eat or drink. That’s 
what you do there, but you do it because 
of the beach and the ocean.”  

Patrons dissuaded from using pool 
facilities because of head count limits 
often left the Beach Club without in-
dulging in food and drinks. 

“So we might get one drink out of the 
person that couldn’t get to the pool,” he 
said. “Sometimes people would not be able 
to get in the pool and then go to beach.” 

DeAngelus said what helped keep 
profit margins in the black this season at 
the Beach Club was receipt of Payroll Pro-
tection Program funds totaling $250,000. 

“We were able to use all of it for labor 
because we don’t have rent or utilities,” 
he said. 

DeAngelus said the financial picture 
would have been disastrous without the 
federal support. 

“PPP completely salvaged our food 
and beverage operations,” he said. 

DeAngelus said the Matt Ortt Com-
panies were able to use the entire PPP al-

lotment within prescribed time frames 
solely for labor costs. 

“The biggest financial push was obvi-
ously the Yacht Club, but originally the 
managers from the Beach Club before 
we got going were working at the Yacht 
Club and they were on PPP.” 

DeAngelus said keeping staff mem-
bers employed before restaurants were 
allowed to open helped food operations 
launch efficiently.   

“We were able to open seven days a 
week … because we used our PPP money 
wisely to pay our staff,” he said. 

DeAngelus said staffing shortages were 
largely avoided by keeping managers en-
gaged before reopening in late May.  

“They didn’t go anywhere else to get 
a job or decide to quit in general,” he 
said.  

Lack of banquet events at the Beach 
Club also dealt a financial blow. 

“We didn’t do any banquets [and] the 
upstairs at the Beach Club was not used 
one single time,” he said. 

DeAngelus estimates at least a half-
dozen catered events were cancelled at 
the Beach Club this summer. 

“It’s at least $60,000 in lost revenue,” 
he said. 

By comparison, DeAngelus estimated 
loses of $250,000 for banquet services 
at the Yacht Club. 

DeAngelus said looking ahead a 
number of private events are already 
planned for 2021, with hopes of a vac-
cine being developed for coronavirus by 
that point.  

“We’ve already got banquets booked 
for next year,” he said.

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

GREG ELLISON/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

Bartender Rex Hackenbarth pops his head out the window at the Ocean Pines Beach Club to bid 
adieu to some of the final summer guests on Labor Day.
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Sweetshackop.com 

Manklin Creek Shopping Center Next to DeNovo’s

sweetshackop

SPECIALS EVERYDAY 12-6PM 

ice cream cakes now available 

*CAN NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

MilkShake Mondays $4   
Two Scoop Tuesdays  

2 Scoops for the price 
 of 1 cup/cake cone   

Wagon Wheel Wednesday 
Buy 1 Get 1 Free Limited Variety  

(premade in store) 
  

Thirsty Thursday 
Any Float $4 

 Finally Friday 
Dip Cones (chocolate, Vanilla  

or Twist ice cream) 
with Any flavor Dip $3.50 

  
Chill Out Saturday  

Buy 1 Italian ice and get 1 1/2 off 
  

Sunday Sundae 
Buy any classic Sundae  

and get 1 1/2 off 

NO MEDICAL 
CARD NEEDED!

COVID 19 MASKS 
AVAILABLE AT 

ALL LOCATIONS

MANY CHOICES 
TO CHOOSE FROM!

70 Rehoboth Avenue 
1st Street Station • Rehoboth 

302-567-5637

OC Square Shopping Center 
118th Street • Ocean City 

410-213-4656

www.cbdsupplymd.com
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Oh, these fickle times during 
which we reinvent the wheel, con-

forming this 
terrible fantasy 
into something 
a little tastier.  

Right when 
things start to 
look better, new 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
comes down the 
pike that will 
change how we 
our lives and 
conduct busi-
ness for an-
other, unknown 

and extended period of time. 
With news coming out of Salisbury 

that they are mandating their own re-
strictions as the number of cases 
grows, we teachers and business 
owners (I happen to be both) are sit-
ting here biting our nails and hoping 
for even a semblance of normalcy in 
this mad, mad world. 

It is astounding to look back and 
truly absorb what we have been 
through since our state shutdown on 
March 12: six months of uncer-
tainty, brazen business decisions 
and the ubiquitous reports of main-
stay restaurants closing their doors 
for good. No, this does not look good 
for a great many people in our in-
dustry. 

However, as it happens to go, 
many of us in the industry are certifi-
ably insane, and we refuse to give up. 
We see new markets emerging, we 
embrace the most notable paradigm 
shift that hospitality has ever wit-
nessed. And the crowning achieve-
ment?  

The pandemic has given us the 
voice we always wished to have 
against the keyboard warriors out 
there, those nameless heroes who re-
lentlessly leave nasty and unwar-
ranted reviews. 

Since the inception of online re-
viewing, we have been told not to re-
spond defensively to bad reviews 
(luckily I don’t get but a scant few) as 
it would make us look bad.  

Now, however, it has become an 
enjoyable game of cat-and-mouse. 
While I personally do not partake, I 
have friends with multiple restau-
rants who do. And, they are becoming 
professional comedians in the 
process, roasting reviewers who took 
it upon themselves to leave a terrible, 
baseless complaint for the world to 
see. 

Maybe this outlet gives those of us 
who have sold our soul to the indus-
try a good laugh. Or, maybe it finally 

lets us filter out the ridiculous and 
call them out. Yes, I like the latter ex-
planation better.  

Again, I am just fortunate that I 
don’t have these issues. I mean, it’s 
not to say that I won’t. Never say 
never, I guess. And on a side note, if 
someone has a legitimate complaint, 
I address it wholeheartedly as do my 
friends and colleagues. I am not re-
ferring to these. 

But I digress. Let’s get back to a 
shift in how we do business. At the 
college, we are face-to-face for our 
labs, taking all necessary precautions 
so as to protect ourselves and those 
that we serve.  

Since we cannot entertain in our 
dining room anymore, the students 
will be getting some lessons on carry-
out foods. This is quite relevant, as 
many restaurants have changed their 
full-service model to one that is based 
on to-go foods and quick service. 

As such, as we have labs four days 
per week and we produce a fair 
amount of food, we will be packaging 
it up to be carried right out the door. 
Back to people’s offices they will go, 
armed with fresh and delicious 
scratch foods, such as this cod cake. 

Since we are just starting Ameri-
can Regional Cuisine, New England 
seems like a fair enough place to 
begin our studies. Naturally the stu-
dents learn about New England Clam 

Chowder, lobsters, squash in many 
forms (roasted, in a bisque et al) and 
cod.  

And while I have never been the 
biggest fan of cod, I appreciate its 
place in American history, especially 
as it relates to George’s Bank and 
New England. 

My favorite fish for this is grilled 
and chilled salmon. When I worked 
at the Polo Grill in Baltimore, Salmon 
was a standard banquet offering on 
Saturday nights.  

As we would have some leftover, 
we would make these cakes with said 
salmon and they were divine. It is the 
same process, and the product with 
the forward nuances of the grill was 
unbelievably delicious. 

Regardless, this dish is filling, 
warm and perfect as we head into the 
cooler season; a season that could be 
even more unusual than spring. At 
least we will eat good food. 

Salmon or Cod Cakes 
Serves 6 
3 ea. Russet potatoes 
1 med. Onion, julienne 
1 # Grilled & chilled salmon or cod 
1 tsp. Seafood seasoning 
1 egg 
1/2 c. Cream 
1 c. Panko bread crumbs 
3 Tbsp. Chopped parsley 

2 eggs 
1 c. Milk 
2 c. Panko for breading 

 1. Peel and chunk the potatoes and 
place in water with the onion 

 2. Season with salt and pepper 
and simmer until ready for mashing 

 3. Strain and allow to steam out 
for ten minutes 

 4. Mash the potatoes until smooth 
and then add the chunks of the 
salmon, spice, egg, cream, parsley 
and bread crumbs 

 5. Gently fold this mixture so as to 
maintain the flakes/chunks of the 
fish 

 6. Press into patties and set aside 
 7. In a bowl, combine the egg and 

milk to make an egg wash 
 8. Dip the cakes in one at a time 

and coat in the second batch of bread 
crumbs 

 9. Bake in a 375F oven for about 
twelve minutes, depending on the 
oven. Basically, just make sure that 
they are golden brown 

 10. These are great simply drizzled 
with brown butter, or you can serve it 
with a tartar sauce of some sort. I 
stick with the butter.

— Paul G. Suplee is an Associate  
Professor of Culinary Arts at  

Wor-Wic Community  College.  
Find his ePortfolio at  

www.heartofakitchen.com.

By Paul Suplee,  
MBA, CEC, PC-3

Cuisine
Salmon or cod cakes perfect for autumn 
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RACETRACK AUTO SALES 

410-641-4600

WE BUY Like New & Used Cars, Trucks & Trailers

WE PAY CASH!

BEER • WINE • SNACKS 
PROPANE REFILLS

“The Place That Does It All”

BEER • WINE • SNACKS 
PROPANE REFILLS

TAG & TITLE SERVICE 
Here You Don’t Have To Take a Number 

We See You Right Away 

 Monday-Saturday 8am-5:30 pm 
11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 

410-352-5070 
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

HARD – 29

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles
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Thurs., Sept. 17 
CPAP MASK FITTING 
Atlantic General Hospital Sleep Disorders 
Diagnostic Center, 9733 Healthway Drive. 
Free mask fitting clinic for patients who are 
having trouble adjusting to their CPAP 
equipment. By appointment only: Robin 
Rohlfing, 410-641-9726. 

27TH ANNUAL FALL GOLF CLASSIC  
DEADLINE 
The 2020 Robert E. Warfield Memorial 
Tournament to benefit Atlantic General 
Hospital will be held on Sept. 24, rain or 
shine, at Ocean City Golf Club. Check-in be-
gins at 10 a.m. with a noon shotgun start. 
Team reservations can be submitted online 
at www.agh.care/golf or by texting 
WARFIELD to 41444 and must be received 
by Sept. 17. Purchase raffle tickets by texting 
AGHRAFFLE to 41444 and reserve golf 
balls for the drop by texting DROPZONE to 
41444. Kam LaBrunda, klabrunda@at-
lanticgeneral.org, 410-641-9858 

NEA BIG READ: CREATIVE WRITING WITH 
NANCY MITCHELL 
Offered via Zoom, these multi-course work-
shops focus on fear, survival and the human 
spirit. Held Sept. 17 and 24, 2:00 PM. Register: 
https://worcesterlibrary.libcal.com/event/693
4342. 

FLYING MACHINE STEM MEET UP (YOUTH)  
Pick your kit up at the library. Meet up on 
Zoom at 4:00 PM as we put our flying ma-
chines together and watch them take off. 
Ages 8-12 years. 
https://worcesterlibrary.libcal.com/event/
6949195 

NAACP GENERAL MEETING 
The meeting will be held to elect a Nomi-
nating Committee for the 2021-2022 Elec-
tions. The group will meet via conference 
call, 7:00 PM. The sign in was sent to all 
members of record as of Sept. 1. Those who 
want to attend and join or renew member-

ships, can email 
charleseherbert@gmail.com. 

NATIONAL SENIOR CENTER MONTH AND NO 
SENIOR EATS ALONE DAY CELEBRATION 
Cypress Park, 7 Bridge St., 10:30 AM - 1:30 
PM. Enjoy friends, food and fun. 

Fri., Sept. 18 
BERLIN BOOK OF THE MONTH (ADULT) 
Held at 1:00 PM and featuring “The Island 
of Sea Women” by Lisa See. If you are un-
able to attend this one there will be a discus-
sion in October and November. Books are 
available at your local branch or on Libby. 
https://worcesterlibrary.libcal.com/event/
6939546 

FREE OUTDOOR MOVIES 
Community Church at Ocean Pines, 11227 
Racetrack Road, 8:00 PM - 11:59 PM. Fea-
turing “Facing the Giants.” Bring snacks, 
non-alcoholic beverages, lawn chairs/blan-
kets. Sit in your own family pod. Movies are 
free, but donations welcomed. Check for 
updates at Facebook.com/ccaop. 

GREEN MARKET 
Fridays through Nov. 27 - Trimper Rides 
under the Ferris Wheel, 600 S. Atlantic 
Ave., 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM. Local Farmers 
Market featuring fresh everything and more 
from our local farmers. The market is agri-
culture based only. There will be live music 
and weekly drawings. Sally Kneavel, 
Sally@Trimperrides.com, 410-289-8617, 
http://TrimperRides.com 

Sat., Sept. 19 
FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park,  239 Ocean 
Parkway, 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM. Shop for 
everything from fresh local produce to 
unique handmade artisan goods. Open to 
the public. 

Sun., Sept. 20 
ROCK AND RIDE ORIGINAL LIVE MUSIC 
Trimper Rides, 700 S. Atlantic Ave, 7:00 
PM - 9:00 PM every Sunday. Jessica Bauer, 
Jessica@Trimperrides.com, 410-289-8617, 
http://TrimperRides.com 

THE BERLIN FARMERS MARKET 
Sundays through Aug. 30 - Located on Pitts 
Street and Main Street, 9:00 AM - 1:00 pm. 
Special senior shopping time from 8:30 AM 
- 9:00 AM. www.berlinmainstreet.com 

Mon., Sept. 21 
DOC AND TALK (ADULT) 
View The People Speak on Hoopla, 
http://hoopladigitalcom, 2:00 PM, then join 
the group to discuss this captivating doc about 
America’s struggles with war, class, race and 
women’s rights. Register: https://worcesterli-
brary.libcal.com/event/6940192. 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY MEETING 
The meeting will be held via conference call, 
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM. Dial 605-472-5789, wait 
for voice command, then press 944874. TOPS 
is a weekly support and educational group pro-
moting weight loss and healthy lifestyle. Berlin 
group No. 169. Rose Campion, 410-641-0157 

Tues., Sept. 22 
TWO TRUTHS AND A LIE (YOUTH)  
Meet up and use your reasoning skills to de-
duce which events are true and which one is a 
lie, 2:00 PM. Create two truths and a lie about 
yourself to share with the group. For ages 8-12 
years. Registration required: https://worces-
terlibrary.libcal.com/event/6949249. 

NEA BIG READ: TED TALK: WHAT FEAR CAN 
TEACH US (ADULT) 
Join the group for this viewing followed by 
a facilitated discussion with Elena, 2:00 
PM. Register: https://worcesterlibrary.lib-

cal.com/event/6934749. 

NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION DAY (ADULT) 
Join Barbara Crain from the League of 
Women’s Voters to find out how to register 
to vote, voting options, mail-in/absentee bal-
lots as an alternative to in-person polling and 
voter rights. Beginning at 5:30 PM. Register: 
https://worcesterlibrary.libcal.com/event/6
980329. 

VIRTUAL MARYLAND SAFE BOATING COURSE 
This is an interactive class offered by the US 
Coast Guard Auxiliary, held Sept. 22, 23 and 
24, 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM. Everyone is welcome. 
Those attending and passing the test will re-
ceive a Maryland Boating Certificate which is 
NASBLA approved and valid in all states. Cost 
is $20. Checks should be made payable to 
USCGAUX 12-05 and mailed to P.O. Box 
1682, Berlin, MD 21811. Payment via PayPal is 
also accepted. Register: Barry Cohen, 410-
935-4807 or CGAUXOC@gmail.com. 

Wed., Sept. 23 
OCEAN CITY BLOOD DRIVE 
Ocean City convention center, 4001 Coastal 
Highway, 9:00 AM - 2:15 PM. Appointment 
are encouraged. Sign up at 
https://donate.bbd.org/donor/schedules/d
rive_schedule/6012. Face covering is re-
quired. Walk-ins will be accepted if social 
distance can be maintained. 

THE WITTY FIBER FRIENDS 
Join via Zoom for a combined group and 
yards of fun while knitting, crocheting and 
embroidering, 10:00 AM. All levels are wel-
come Register: https://worcesterlibrary.lib-
cal.com/event/6940299. 

‘BIRDS OF A FEATHER’ (YOUTH) 
Meet up on Zoom for a story and a craft 
based upon Susan L. Roth’s book, 4:00 PM. 
For ages 3-10 years. Registration is required: 
https://worcesterlibrary.libcal.com/event/6
949350. 

Calendar Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com 
by 5 p.m. Monday.  All community-related activities will be 
published at no charge.

Tyndall campaign sign raises ethics concern
(Sept. 17, 2020) The ethics complaint 

filed against Town Councilman Zackery 
Tyndall earlier this months was dis-
charged without comment last Friday by 
the Berlin Ethics Commission. 

In a closed meeting, the commission 
determined that the complaint filed on 
Sept. 8 by Grice Street resident Carol 
Vaughan concerning the placement of a 
Tyndall campaign yard sign did not 
come under its jurisdiction. 

“Candidate [Zackery] Tyndall’s rep-
resentative posted a sign on my lawn 
without asking permission,” Vaughan 

wrote in her complaint. “I told the rep 
that I was supporting a different candi-
date.” 

Tyndall said the campaign sign was 
intended for the neighboring homeown-
ers, who had requested it. 

“The representative was out knocking 
on doors on Grice Street and … knocked 
on Ms. Vaughan’s door,” Tyndall said. 
“She expressed that she was supporting 
another candidate … [my representative] 
went to the next house [and] knocked on 
the door. The next house said ‘We love 
Zack. We’ve known him forever. We’re 
supporting him for mayor. We’d like a 
sign.’”  

The representative accidentally put 
the sign on the wrong property, believing 
it was the correct yard.  

Tyndall said the sign was moved be-
fore he was even notified about the ethics 
complaint.  

Tyndall said he was informed about 
the complaint by the press seeking com-
ment on the ethics violation. He then 
contacted the town administrator for 
clarification.  

Tyndall issued a public statement 
after learning about the error last Friday 
afternoon. 

“To date, the campaign has received 
a request for 150 signs which have been 

placed across every neighborhood,” Tyn-
dall wrote. “There was a request for a 
sign on Grice Street. Unfortunately, the 
sign was mistakenly placed on the prop-
erty next to one of my supporters. It was 
a simple and unintentional mistake. My 
campaign’s supporter moved the sign, 
and the property owner has been sent a 
handwritten apology.”  

Following the closed session, the 
Berlin Ethics Commission live-streamed 
the review of elected officials’ and candi-
dates’ financial disclosure statements.  

District 3 Candidate Dan Packey did 
not fully complete his disclosure state-
ment and was notified of the omission.

By Ally Lanasa 
Staff Writer



DANCE and MUSICAL  
THEATER TEACHERS 
WANTED (part time)  

New private studio located  
in Assateague area.  

Call 443-994-8561, jeanne@  
jeanmariedancestudio.com 

Now Hiring Maintenance & 
Housekeeping Help. Full-
time. Full benefits. Please 
call Club Ocean Villas II, 

410-524-0880. 

FT Admin  
Assistant/Reception  

Monday-Friday  
Team Environment  

410-213-1554 
 

Now Hiring Front Desk Help. 
Full-time. Full benefits. Please 
call Club Ocean Villas II, 
410-524-0880. 

Med Tech. CPR, first aide  
certified. Must be able to 
pass background check. Drug 
free facility. Full time position 
7pm-7am, and every other 
weekend. Email resume to 
truittsandy@yahoo.com or 
call 443-880-7341. 

Groundskeeper. $15/hr.  
RV Park, Bishopville.  
Call 410-352-3140. 

MASON TENDER/ 
SCAFFOLD BUILDER. 

$24+/hour. Ocean City, MD. 
Contact  

Dave: 302-547-1575. 

 

RENTALS 

WINTER RENTAL - 1BR 
Beachy, poolside apartment - 
47th Street. Available Oct 1. 
$795/mo. Utilities, cable TV 

& parking included. 
www.oceancity21.com. 

443-506-2738 
 

Seeking Year-Round &  
Seasonal Rentals!  

Call Howard Martin Realty 
410-352-5555 

Golden Sands. 1BR, 1BA, 
Oceanfront. Second floor. 
$650/mo. plus utilities. Avail-
able October-May 2021. Call 
703-998-7827. 

Updated 2 BR/1 BA  
Apartment available for rent 
in beautiful historic down-
town Berlin, MD. Walking 

distance to shops and 
restaurants. Rent is $1250/ 

mo. with first and last 
month’s rent due at signing 
along with a $1250 security 
deposit.  No Smoking. No 

pets. Call (410) 641-2111 
ask for Jessica. 

 

1 Office/Retail Space &  
1 Warehouse Unit available 

in West Ocean City.         
Call 443-497-4200 

 

 

ESTATE SALE 

Saturday & Sunday,  
September 19th & 20th. 
8am-3pm. 24 Harborview 

Drive, Ocean Pines. 

 

BOATS/PWC 

‘05 PONTOON 22’ CREST 
FAMILY FISH Lots of extras 
with new, deluxe trailer. 
$15,000. 443-355-6347 

HELP WANTED RENTALS

Classifieds now appear 
in Ocean City Today & 
the Bayside Gazette 
each week and online at 
oceancitytoday.com 
and baysideoc.com.

HELP WANTED COMMERCIAL

www.oceancitytoday.com 
Convenient, quick, no waiting, no calls ~ Days, nights and weekendsOrder Your Classifieds Online

Classifieds Deadline 
 is 5pm Monday

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Hiring experienced care 
givers with flexible 

availability, weekends 
required. Must have  
vehicle, pass drug & 
background checks.  

Call office  
Mon.-Fri., 9a-3p 

410-641-0901

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $17.50/hr.  
Apply online at:  

www.delmarvadd.com

Become a Better 
You in 2020! 

 
To Order Product 

Call Christine  
443-880-8397 or  

email: snowhillavon@ 
comcast.net  
To Become an  

Avon Representative 
Sign Up at www. 

ChristinesBeautyShop.com 

Hiring ALL 
Positions!!

Full time & Part time 
To apply go to: 

www.mygcjob.com 

Hosts ($13), Cashiers 
($13), Kitchen ($15), Expo 

($15), Office, Boutique, 
Food Runners, Bar Hosts, 
Servers, Door Staff, Tour 
Guides & Full Time Year 

Round Welder     
Apply in person or online 

at seacrets.com

Full time & Part time 
Stop by our location on 

52nd street! 
or call 443-664-2825

HIRING ALL  
POSITIONS!!

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals   We Welcome Pets 

7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700  

www.holidayoc.com

RAMBLER MOTEL 
9942 Elm Street, WOC 

(Behind Starbucks) 
Sleeps 4, $250 per week 

Manager onsite 
410-213-1764

WEEKLY RENTALS 
AVAILABLE NOW  

Pool Front Room...$215/wk 
Efficiency..............$245/wk 
2BR Apartment.....$350/wk 
3BR Suite .............$400/wk  

Burgundy Inn 
1210 Philadelphia Ave. 

410-289-8581

SMALL OFFICE 
SPACES FOR RENT  

At the south gate entrance 
to Ocean Pines 

on Nicholas Lane at the 
Business Center. 

From $300 to $700/month 
includes all utilities  

CAM and wifi.  Furnished 
with desk and chair(s) 
Call Holtz Property  

Management  
410-208-4800

SERVICES

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

RENTALS

 

Work At The BEACH... 
Work With The BEST!!  

Top wages and excellent benefits package  
available to successful candidates. 

Employment Opportunities:   
Year Round, Full/Part Time: Bartender, 

Servers, Bussers, Hostess, Grill Cooks, 
Dishwasher, Housekeeping ($13/hour), 
Maintenance, Laundry, Security Guard,  
Line Cook 

Excellent Benefits 
Clarion Resort Fontainebleau Hotel 

Attn: Human Resources Dept. 
10100 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD 21842 
Phone: 410-524-3535       Fax: 410-723-9109 

EOE M/F/D/V

 

 
 
 
 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

and Vehicle to use with a Good Driving Record. 
Includes Meal Plan, Uniform, Top Pay 

 & DRIVERS INSIDE HELP
NOW HIRING!

yOcean Pines & Ocean City Locations

 

 
 
 
 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

Bayside, 56th Street & Coas
1019 Manklin Meadows 1

Apply within or call Joh

 

 
 
 
 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

, Ocean Citystal Hwy
Ln., Ocean Pines

hnny 443-880-2486
g

GREAT OPPORTUNITIES!!!!!  
AUTOMOTIVE MANAGEMENT & COUNTER POSITIONS  
Now Hiring for enthusiastic, customer oriented individuals with 

exp. in the automotive industry. Plenty of room for advance-
ment. We have several independently owned Tire & Service 

Centers, auto parts stores and used car dealerships.  
Locations in the Bethany Beach, Rehoboth & OC, Md. area.  

And we are still growing!!  Exc. Pay & Benefits!!  
  Call Matt - 302-344-9846. 

Now Hiring!  
Landscaping,  

Hardscaping and 
General Maintenance 
Part-time. Flexible hours. 
Wage negotiable based  

on experience.  
Contact Lisa,  

302-489-9229 or  
meckservicesanddesigns 

@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

AUTOMOBILE DONATIONS 

DONATE AUTOS, TRUCKS, 
RVs Lutheran Mission Society 
of MD. Compassion Place 
ministries help local families 
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing Tax deductible. MVA li-
censed #W1044.  

410-636-0123  
www.CompassionPlace.org 

BUSINESS SERVICES 

Bulk advertising at its best:  
advertise in over 70 newspa-
pers and reach millions of 
readers with ONE call.  
Broaden your reach and get 
results for pennies per reader.   
Call Wanda at 410-212-0616 

or email  
wsmith@mddcpress.com. 

 

SERVICES- 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Increase your customer base 
and get great results by plac-
ing your ads in the MDDC – 
Classified Advertising net-
work! Call today 410-212-
0616 Ask for Multi-Media  
Specialist - Wanda & watch 
your results grow. 

Advertise in MDDC 
Maryland, Delaware and D.C.: 106 papers with a circulation of 

2.3 million and readership of 4.9 million! 
Deadline is Wednesday of the week prior to publication.   

Call 410-723-6397 for more information

ESTATE SALE

BOATS/PWC

CLASSIFIEDS  
CALL 410-723-6397
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COMPLETE BODY SHOP   
Auto Sales & Service • Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists

TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE  
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD

410-641-5262
ROUTE 50, BERLIN

 (1/2 Mile East of McDonald’s) 
410-641-3200

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER

autOMOtiVe repair

410-641-3200

Advertise Your 
Business with Us! 
Call Nancy at 
410-723-6397

CALL 
BY 

MONDAY 
AT 5 P.M.

BAYSIDEOC.COM

AuTOMOTIVE REPAIR

CUSTOM GIFTS

• Custom Gifts 
  From Your Photos! 
• Photos on Canvas, 
  Glass & Aluminum  
• Puzzles 
• Playing Cards  
• Mugs 

ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL 
YOUR PERSONAL AND BUSINESS NEEDS

11065 Cathell Road - Ocean Pines 
Open Mon. - Fri. 9am - 5pm • 410-208-0641 • copycentralmd.com

CuSTOM GIfTS

MIKE’S
CERAMIC TILE 

& YARD MAINTENANCE
410-641-7420

• Kitchen Backsplash
• All Flooring
• Tub & Shower Recaulking
• Tile Repairs & Drywall Repair
• Junk Removal

• Powerwashing
• Gutters Cleaned
• Yard Clean Up/Mowing
• Weeding/Mulching Beds
• Flower Planting

FREE
ESTIMATES

HANdyMAN SERVICES

 

 
 

 
 

 

ymond RaymondRay

L E C T RT R IR I

Same Rate Day, 

443 691 0
Master 

Raymond 
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No Job Too Small! Fr
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Evening, Weekends

  Call or Text0544
Electrician 
O’Brocki Jr.
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MD Lic #2268   Worceste
Residential/Commercia

 

 
 

 
 

 

er Co Lic #M1337
al/Emergencies!

ELECTRICIAN

cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES

the company for women

• cosmetics 
• skin care 
• body care 
• fragrances 
• gifts 
• & more!

CHRISTINE BROWN independent sales representative 

443-234-5262 
order online: www.christinesbeautyshop.com 

COSMETICS

electrical / construction

Robert Tanner: Owner/Operator Since 1989

emerGency 
service available 
410-251-3153

additions • interior/exterior lighting 
lamp & light repair & service 

Wall outlets – microwaves • Generator installs 

Call Turner Today 410-251-3153 
BERLIN • OCEAN PINES • OCEAN CITY

residential & commercial service

ELECTRICAL / CONSTRuCTION

Brokered Boats Wanted

Low Fees - Great Results

Clean, Late Models up to 32 feet

RT 113 Boat Sales - 302-436-1737

Haul Out & Transport Services Available

BOATSBOATS

Furniture repair

Peter’s Repair Shop  
& Sharpening Service

Furniture Repair & Refinishing 
Caning • Rushing 
Shaker Webbing 

We Sharpen: Knives, Scissors, Tools, Mower Blades

Free Pick-Up & Delivery 

410-603-7582

fuRNITuRE REPAIR

D E N TA LdENTAL

accept MeWeW
for your Fall P

s not too early to get’sIt’
pes of CustomyTyAll 

Additions, KSpecializing in 
T

home impro

1-3762
isaViMC/V

Projects!
t on the schedule  

m Remodeling.
Kitchens, Baths and  

ovement

( )(410) 641
 accept MeWeW

HOME IMPROVEMENT

dRIVEwAy SERVICES

 

g DinfooR

on Roof Repairs &
(Refunded if needed w

Roofing Evaluation

home impRo

 

ionsiviD

& Replacement
work performed) 

00n  Report $68

ovement

 

(410) 641-3762 

 

isaVieWeW accept MC/V

HOME IMPROVEMENT

cleaning services

Sir Butler Cleaning LLC
“Cleaning Done Proper” 

Licensed and Insured 

302.841.2770

CLEANING SERVICES
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S
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Sppecialist Sinc

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573
10545 Friendship Road Unit 3
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mIHHoome Immpprovement
ce 1989

3, Fax: 410-629-1946
Berlin Maryland 21811

      
  

        

   
       

                       

10545 Friendship Road, Unit 3,
mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com
www.shoresidingmd.com
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Berlin, Maryland 21811

*Licenced in MDD, DE &VAA

ROOfINg

MVA licensed
NEW TITLE AND TAGS  AND MORE 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

NEW TITLE AND TAGS  AND MORE 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

Open Mon., Fri., 9-2 & Wed. 9-5

MVa lICENSEd yOuR buSINESS

Your  
Business  

Card Here! 
Call Nancy 

410-723-6397

ROOfINg

Shingle Roofs • Metal Roofs • Flat Roofs 
Family Owned & Operated 

FREE ESTIMATES 
108 Moss Hill Ln., Salisbury, MD  410-831-3938 
32295 Nassau Rd., Lewes, DE  302-200-7663

ROOf REPlaCEMENT & REPaIRS

PaINTINg

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman 
410-390-5528 ~ cell 443-373-4539

P A I N T I N G

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PaINTINg
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MENTal HEalTH

9842 Main St., Suite 3 • Berlin, MD 21811 
(410) 641-0128 • www.mssberlin.com

*must present coupon, cannot be combined w/any other offers.

Cut Me Out!

UPGRADE SPECIAL 
Get a 10x20 Climate Control for the Price of a 10x15 

(limited while supplies last)

STORagE
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H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans 
Administration 

Approved Contractor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Pet care services
“Dog & Cat Care  

In Your Home”

443-513-3078

PetcareByTheBeach@yahoo.com 
www.PetcareByTheBeach.com

PET CaRE SERVICES

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T
SINGER CONTRACTING LLC

Doug Singer 
EST. 1970 
Licensed & Insured 
O.C.#30544 
DE#1999201949 
Fenwick Island, DE# 04-1489

MHIC#68306 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AT SENSIBLE PRICES
E-mail: singerco45@gmail.com   Cell: 410-726-1040

Interior Trim & Finish 
Hardwood Floors • 

Car Ports 
Structural Repair • 

Regular & Custom Wood Trim 
Additions 

Kitchens • Baths • Ceramic Tile 
Decks • Windows & Doors 

410-208-9159

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT
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Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular Ocean City Today & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. For all other REALTORS®, there is a weekly charge of $10 per listing.

  DAY/TIME                            ADDRESS                         BR/BA            STYLE           PRICE                   AGENCY/AGENT 

Friday 11-3, Sat-Sun 10-4   1200 St. Louis Ave., Island Time – OC            3BR/3.5BA             Townhomes            $399,900       Dan Clayland/Coldwell Banker Res. Brokerage 

Sat 10-1 & Sun 11-2             17 Westfield Crl., Ocean Pines                      3BR/3.5BA            Single Family           $599,900                   Power of 2/Hileman Real Estate 

OPEN HOUSES 
SEPT. 17 - SEPT. 24
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