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Fiddlers will bow in Berlin this weekend

Banjo, guitar players will
share stage during town’s
29th annual convention

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer
(Sept. 23, 2021) After taking a
pause in 2020, the annual Fiddler’s
Convention returns to downtown
Berlin this Friday through Sunday.
Berlin Chamber of Commerce

Deputy Director Steve Frene said the
29th year of the musical extravaganza
will see a few tweaks to the kids and
adults’ competition on Saturday.

“It’s one of Berlin’s biggest festi-
vals [and] the only one that goes for
three days,” he said. “In past years,
we’ve actually had the competition
live on Saturday.”

Frene said the approach was al-
tered this year with youth and adult
competition winners performing and

receiving awards on Saturday from 11
a.m. to2 p.m.

“What we did is we had musicians
submit videos,” he said. “We looked
at about 15 entries.”

After shutting down the event in
2020 because of the pandemic, Frene
said the layoff helped spur many
pickers to upload content online.

“It’s really the Saturday part that’s
going to be just a little bit different,”
he said.

In past years, youth and adult per-
formers would convene for an ex-
tended competition on Saturday with
winners selected that afternoon.

“They’d have to come up on stage
and play live and be judged,” he said.

With upwards of 30 players in
peak years, the number has dropped
as low as 10 more recently.

“We've noticed a dwindling of
competitors over the years,” he said.

See FIDDLERS Page 3

BIG TRUCK DAY

LISA CAPITELLI/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Hundreds attend “Big Truck Day,” held in Worcester County Veterans Memorial park in Ocean Pines last Saturday, to explore an assortment of equipment
and vehicles including a Coast Guard boat, fire trucks, dump trucks, tow trucks and tractors.

OP to release property owner survey Monday

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Sept. 23, 2021) After gaining sign-
off from the Board of Directors last
week, a property owners’ survey cre-
ated by the Ocean Pines Strategic
Planning Committee is being released

on Sept. 27.

Strategic Planning Committee Co-
Chairman Bernie McGorry presented
survey specifics and related costs
during the board meting on Sept. 15.

“We feel pretty good about where
we're at,” he said. “We’ve had ... good

input from a lot of good homeown-
ers.”

McGorry said the Communica-
tions Committee assisted in develop-
ing plans for distributing and
collecting survey data.

See OCEAN Page 4

Directors OK
county plan
for irrigation

Project will use treated
effluent on OP Golf Course

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Sept. 23, 2021) The Worcester
County Commissioners got what they
wanted from the Ocean Pines Board
of Directors last Wednesday — unan-
imous support for a county plan to
convert the Ocean Pines Golf Course
irrigation system to one that sprays
treated wastewater instead.

The commissioners are prepared
to spend more $3 million to make the
switch from a system that draws and
disperses groundwater to keep the
greens green to one that is fed by
harmless treated effluent from the
county wastewater treatment opera-
tion in Ocean Pines.

The board’s decision last Wednes-
day to write a letter of support follows
a town hall meeting held jointly by
both entities on Sept. 9.

Worcester County Public Works
Director Dallas Baker and Deputy Di-
rector John Ross teamed with Gen-
eral Manager John Viola and Golf
Superintendent Justin Hartshorne to
host the town hall meeting last week.

Director Frank Daly, who opened
the discussion during the board

See OP BOARD Page 2
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meeting on Sept. 15, said county offi-
cials thoroughly vetted the subject
the week prior.

“They also have asked us ... toissue
...aletter of support for the proposal, so
it can move forward,” he said.

In January 2020, the Ocean Pines
Service Area Water & Wastewater Ad-
visory Board was authorized by the
county to explore using highly treated
effluent to irrigate greens and fairways.

“Highly treated effluent” is defined
as water meeting current Maryland
Department of the Environment Bay
Restoration standards.

Daly said Viola compiled a list of
questions following the recent town
hall meeting, which was included in
meeting minutes that evening,.

“A lot of those questions came
from the public,” he said.

Daly said other inquiries were re-
ceived about the present system’s
state of repair and costs for annual
maintenance.

Viola said underground piping
feeding the current system dates back
half a century.

“Obviously, it functions and waters
every day,” he said.

While still operational, mainte-
nance costs for the irrigation system
have become exorbitant.

“We have done repairs there, but

OCTOBER 22,23 & 24 -
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it’s ready to be replaced,” he said.

Ballpark estimates for annual up-
keep run between $15,000 and
$20,000 for parts, with labor further
boosting costs.

Hartshorne said the sprinkler sys-
tem has been run at reduced rates
this year due to capacity limits.
“We’ve been making a lot of adjust-
ments [and] trying to use less water
as much as possible, “ he said.

Hartshorne attributed the proac-
tive measures to the advanced age of
infrastructure.

“We're trying not to force the issue
and make it fail,” he said.

Viola said the current irrigation
system would likely be insufficient for
use with treated effluent.

“If we took the effluent water ... we
don’t believe the pipes we have right
now would be capable of handling the
pressure,” he said. “It was recom-
mended to replace the entire system.”

In terms of project costs, during
the town hall meeting Ross said
building the irrigation infrastructure
is estimated at roughly $2.8 million,
with another $400,000 needed for
piping to transport treated effluent to
the golf course.

Additionally, Worcester has bud-
geted $3.5 million to replace a belt fil-
ter press at the Ocean Pines
Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Home Improvements
Décor, and more!
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And Great Gifts
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Director Frank Daly opens discussions about a proposal from Worcester County to use treated ef-
fluent water at the Ocean Pines Golf Course last Wednesday.

“We’re looking at a total of $6.8-
$7 million,” he said.

In terms of impacts on water bills,
Ross said the $6.8 million expendi-
ture would add $16 per quarter for
Ocean Pines ratepayers, which would
be largely offset by upcoming savings.

“In 2002, we constructed a plant ad-
dition down there,” he said. “In 2022,
that plant debt service will be paid off
... saving approximately $12 a quarter.”

The tradeoff would mean quarterly

bills increase about $5 to pay back
the nearly $7 million project costs.

Viola said installation work would
take about five months to be com-
pleted, with tentative time frames be-
tween November and March.
“That’s the time of the year where
there is not a lot of play,” he said.
“We’re talking about one or two holes
for [perhaps] a day ... it doesn’t con-
cern me if it’s done between Novem-
ber and March.”
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Fiddlers rosin up their bows for weekend

Continued from Page 1

Frene said submitted video per-
formances were judged last month.

“The winners had to be able to
come to Berlin to perform,” he said.
“Everybody said ‘yes.”

Besides catching video competi-
tion winners, fans on Saturday will
also be treated to some amazing child
performers

“The things that they love is to see
the kids play music,” he said. “We
have a couple of children performers
that have been selected to be honor-
able mentions who have agreed to
come and perform.”

Headlining acts run all three days
of the Fiddler’s Convention, starting
with the Gina Furtado Project on Fri-
day from 77-10 p.m.

“She is actually a former competi-
tor at the Fiddler’s Convention from

the Berlin Fiddler’s Convention as a
youth.

“It’s a nice story that two former
child competitors actually came back
to be paid performers,” he said. “It
brings it full circle.”

Frene said witnessing young play-
ers grow into seasoned national per-
formers captures the essence of the
Fiddler’s Convention.

“We're trying to reinforce children
and they’re playing of this music,” he
said.

Saturday’s bill also includes the
West King String Band at 3:30 p.m.

On Sunday, bluegrass and gospel
cross paths.

“Sunday is what we call the ‘Blue-
grass and Gospel Jamboree,’ that is
hosted by my band, Stevenson’s
Crossroads,” he said.

Stevenson’s Crossroads play with

many years ago,” Blue Crab Cross-
he said. ing from 10 a.m.
Furtado‘ has  ‘Gospel music always has played to1p.m. )
b}‘fen nominated 3 phig part in bluegrass. That's : “Gospel music
three times as . . always as
banjo player of kind of a way of paying homage played a big part

the year by the
International
Bluegrass Music
Association.

to the great giver of talent’
Berlin Chamber of Commerce
Deputy Director Steve Frene

in bluegrass,” he
said. “That’s kind
of a way of pay-
ing homage to

“She’s an ex-
cellent award-winning banjo player,”
he said. “She’s an emerging star.”

Saturday’s line-up opens with a
live set by the U.S. Navy Band Coun-
try Current at 2 p.m.

“They’re world renowned,” he
said.

Country Current, the Navy’s pre-
mier country-bluegrass ensemble,
performs both modern country music
and cutting-edge bluegrass.

“They have a Bluegrass unit,” he
said.

In addition to hitting the stage at
numerous  bluegrass  festivals
throughout the U.S. since its incep-
tion in 1973, in 2011 Country Current
was the first military band to appear
at the South by Southwest music fes-
tival in Austin, Texas.

In the same vein as Friday’s head-
liner, Country Current member
Patrick McAvinue also competed in
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the great giver of
talent.”

Unlike past events when Sunday’s
acts played on the Taylor House Mu-
seum lawn, the gospel-themed set
will take place on the Main Street
stage.

Frene said the main stage would
be set on the north end of Main Street
by the Sterling Tavern on Friday and
Sunday, while on Saturday acts will
perform on the south end by the At-
lantic Hotel.

Frene said ample parking options
are available including a free shuttle
on Saturday.

“We're going to have a shuttle on
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. from
Berlin Intermediate School,” he said.

In addition to town parking lots,
both the Berlin Fire Company and
Buckingham Presbyterian Church
will have parking available for a do-
nation.
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The Dixie Bell Daisies compete in their home town as a group during the 2019 Berlin Fiddler’s
Convention. The 2021 event will take place this weekend.
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Ocean Pines community survey goes live

Continued from Page 1

Ocean Pines property owners’ sur-
vey, which was last conducted in
2018 with 1,800 respondents, seeks
comments from residents on the de-
velopment of long-range planning
and association priorities.

McGorry said the goal for survey
responses is 1,000 evenly divided be-
tween full and part-time residents.

“Any larger than 1,000 the margin
of error is small,” he said.

Returns from families with and
without children are of high prior-
ity.

“The last survey was unrepre-
sented by younger families,” he said.

McGorry said Marketing and Pub-
lic Relations Director Josh Davis has
been instrumental in survey design
and development.

While primarily an online survey,

additional options are being deployed
to provide residents access through
alternative means.

“It’s a hybrid approach,” he said.

McGorry said 2,500 “reminder
business cards” containing a phone-
scan QR code would be placed at se-
lect locations, including the Sports
Core Pool, Yacht Club, Golf Course,
Ocean Pines Library, the Administra-
tion Building and Community Center.

“Go right to your phone and take
the survey,” he said.

Also, McGorry said 300 hard
copies and collection boxes would be
available, split between the Adminis-
tration Building, the CPI office and
the Parke.

Lastly, surveys can be requested by
phone or email.
Other marketing efforts for the sur-
vey include press releases and a hy-

NOW HIRING
PROFESSIONALS

INSTALL LEAD
MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN

OFFERING
COMPETIVE PAY
AND BENEFITS

CALL US TODAY AT
410-641-1434

perlinked banner
planned on the associa-
tion website.

McGorry said the sur-
vey would be conducted
for minimal costs.

“The bottom line is
$650 to print some
things,” he said.

Additionally, a
$1,260 premium was
paid for Survey Monkey,
which is active through
next year.

“Hopefully, we will do
other surveys,” he said.

The survey total ex-
pense is far below end
totals incurred to send
out hard copies in 2018.

“I'm not sure of total
costs last time, but it was
at least $8,000 for mail-
ing,” he said.

Director Dr. Colette Horn, who
serves as Strategic Planning liaison,
introduced a motion to approve dis-
tribution plans and related costs that

GREG ELLISON/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Ocean Pines Strategic Planning Committee co-chair Bernie Mc-
Gorry details the development of a property owners survey dur-
ing the Board of Directors meeting last Wednesday.

received unanimous support.

To access the survey, visit survey-
monkey.com/r/OPPropertyOwnerSu
rvey.

Suspicious packages found
to be harmless bags of dirt

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Sept. 23, 2021) Suspicious con-
tainers spotted by Berlin Public
Works crews in Stephen Decatur Park
last Thursday were declared harmless
by emergency responders who were
called to the scene to investigate.

According to a release issued by
the Berlin Police Department, the in-
cident began just prior to 1 p.m. on
Sept. 16 when public works staff no-
ticed two steel military ammunition
cans while trimming grass in the park
on Tripoli Street.

Public works personnel and town
staff said the weight of the steel con-
tainers implied they contained some-
thing.

After being alerted about the dis-

covery, Berlin Police contacted the
Worcester County Fire Marshal office
to respond to the scene, but also de-
cided to have the containers x-rayed.

In short order the Ocean City
Bomb Squad arrived and deployed a
robot to scan the containers using
portable x-ray equipment.

After reviewing the scan data,
bomb squad members moved in for a
closer inspection after donning pro-
tective gear.

Investigators eventually deter-
mined the ammunition cans con-
cealed plastic bags filled with a
clay-like soil.

Police suspect someone was using
the weighed-down cans for exercise
purposes and inadvertently left the
items behind.
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Communications cmte. talks videos, surveys

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Sept 23, 2021) In addition to tossing
out ideas for future video projects last
week, the Ocean Pines Communica-
tions Committee discussed the resi-
dents survey and a “History Panel,”
event slated for next month.

Committee members reviewed de-
tails for a “History Panel” live discus-
sion being held at the Ocean Pines
Community Center on Sunday, Oct. 10
from 2-4 p.m.

Speakers will include long-time res-
idents Sue Adkins, Jack Barnes, Sharyn
O’Hare, Gloria Richards, Alta Weiss,
and Ed Moran.

Communications Committee mem-
ber Jenny Cropper Rines will moderate
the panel discussion, which is part of
the larger Worcester County History
Week celebration between Oct. 10-16.

The panel event looks to build upon
the recently released video, “Early His-
tory of Ocean Pines, with Marlene Ott
and John Talbott.”

Marketing Coordinator Julie Mali-
nowski said the online piece by Ott and
Talbott provides a look back from two
Pines veterans.

“Doing that video was a good segue
to this event,” she said.

Ott and Talbott have roots in the
local real estate market tracing back to
the late 1960s when Ocean Pines was
established.

Ott, who also serves
on the Communica-
tions Committee, said
numerous neighbors
expressed enthusiasm
after watching the on-
line video.

Marketing and Pub-
lic Relations Director
Josh Davis said the “Early History,”
segment has been the most popular in-
stallment on the Ocean Pines Academy
at 173 views, which was far exceeded by
800 Facebook views.

“It got a lot of traction on Facebook,”
he said.

Committee Chairwoman Cheryl Ja-
cobs asked about promotional efforts
for the online Ocean Pines Academy.

“It’'s a wonderful resource for people
wanting to know how we operate in
Ocean Pines,” she said.

In April, the Ocean Pines Academy
went online featuring 20 video seg-
ments about community operations,
amenities and other topics.

The virtual academy serves as an ed-
ucational tool about the Ocean Pines
Association and includes links to com-
munity-related websites and governing
documents.

Malinowski said the assorted video
content was featured in weekly e-blasts
sent to members starting in the spring.

“We kind of cycled through those,”
she said.

Cheryl Jacobs

Jacobs recommended the online
academy should be highlighted during
the panel discussion in October.

Ott suggested including a flyer high-
lighting the Ocean Pines Academy in
the welcome packets given to new resi-
dents.

In terms of developing further con-
tent for the online academy, in addition
to filming the history panel in October,
Ott proposed a Halloween segment
about two relatively obscure graveyards
in Ocean Pines.

Although previously unaware of
their existence, Jacobs concurred with
the concept.

“I had no idea there were grave-
yards,” she said.

Ott said a largely unknown grave-
yard exists on Admiral Avenue in south
Ocean Pines.

“The one on Admiral Ave where the
mailboxes are there’s seven or eight
gravestones,” she said.

The second site is located on Easton
Avenue in the Parke.

“They are very quiet neighbors,” Ott
said.

Jacobs concurred with the assess-
ment.

“They’re the best kind aren’t they?”
she said.

Committee members also reviewed
the upcoming release date for a prop-
erty owners’ survey that was developed
by the Ocean Pines Strategic Planning

Committee.

Davis said the Board of Directors ap-
proved the survey during its meeting
one day earlier.

“The go-live date is Sept. 27,” he said.

Last conducted in 2018, the property
owners’ survey seeks comments from
residents on the development of long-
range planning and association priori-
ties.

In addition to a press release, mar-
keting efforts for the survey include re-
minder cards and a hyperlinked
banner planned on the association
website.

Also, business cards containing a
phone-scan QR code will be distributed.

“It will be mostly electronic but peo-
ple can also request it by mail, phone or
email,” he said.

Dais said a limited supply of surveys
would be available at the association
administration office the CPI office and
the Parke.

“Sounds like were hitting it on all
cylinders,” Jacobs said.

The next virtual Communications
Committee meeting is Oct. 21 at 10
a.m.

To learn more about Ocean Pines
Academy, visit  oceanpines.org/
web/pages/ocean-pines-academy.

For details about the slate of events
for Worcester County History Week,
visit facebook.com/WorcesterCounty-
HistoryWeek.
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By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Sept. 23, 2021) The Ocean Pines
Bylaws and Resolutions Committee last
Friday updated information compiled
for an associated work group and
prepped for its annual report to the
board of directors.

Committee Chairman Jim Trummel
said status and summary reports are
nearly complete and ready to be for-
warded to the bylaws review work
group.

“The work group met yesterday,” he
said.

In addition to Trummel, work group
associates include Communications
Committee member Jenny Cropper
Rines and Directors Doug Parks and
Camilla Rogers.

“I told them the committee had ef-
fectively finished our review,” he said.

Prior to receiving feedback from the
work group, the Bylaws Committee has
virtually zero tasks left, Trummel said.

After mulling the matter, work group
members opted to wait for the bylaws
committee to submit its report package.

Trummel said the workgroup would
begin to study contents of the status
and summary reports once submitted.

“Probably about two weeks after we
send, it they will review,” he said.

Committee member Lora Pangratz
asked if the workgroup agreed that the

‘updates, annul report
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Ocean Pines Bylaws and Resolutions Committee members, clockwise from left, Lora Pangratz, Jim Trummel, Bob Hillegass and member-in-waiting

Steve Jacobs convened virtually last Friday.

committee reports should be submitted
together.

“Is it easier for the workgroup to get
all our information at once?” she asked.

Trummel said the consensus of the
workgroup was after all data is received
discussions could commence regarding
next steps toward the end goal of issu-
ing recommendations for bylaw lan-

Shaffer, McLauchlin &’ Stover, LLC
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TODAY
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steps to take now

il

Attorneys at Law
AR
AN

guage revisions for Board considera-
tion.

Committee member Bob Hillegass
supported submitting a combined re-
port package to the bylaws work group.

“To the best of our knowledge, we
didn’t miss anything,” he said.

Trummel said additional guidance
from the bylaws work group would be
required on several items.

“We've covered everything that was
sent to us,” he said.

Turning to new business, committee
members discussed an annual report
due by Oct. 31.

Bylaws section Co1 mandates advi-
sory committees submit annual activity
reports by the end of October.

“We want to discuss what could or
should go into our report,” he said.

Trummel said after cancelling by-
laws meetings following the onset of the
coronavirus pandemic in Spring 2020

the group began virtual gatherings this
February.

“Our primary activity has been
working on the bylaws,” he said.

Besides working with the bylaws re-
view work group the committee has
also drafted language amendments for
resolution Co4 and worked on review-
ing governing documents.

“That’s basically our activities this
year,” he said.

The committee’s annual report also
includes requests for items in the next
association fiscal year budget that com-
mences on May 1.

Trummel suggested the cost for stag-
ing a referendum vote should be among
budget considerations for the next, or
potentially current, fiscal budget.

“Any amendment of the bylaws will
require a referendum,” he said.

Even though the language revisions

See PINES Page 7
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MCBP rings in 25th

By Jack Chavez
Staff Writer

(Sept. 23, 2021) It’s generally not
good news these days when environ-
ment-related stories make headlines.
But there will be plenty to be proud of
when the Maryland Coastal Bays Pro-
gram hosts its 25th Anniversary Cel-
ebration at Berlin’s Windmill Creek
Vineyard and Winery on Thursday.

The event features an outdoor
screening of the 2018 documentary,
“The Biggest Little Farm,” which
chronicles how former Ocean City
resident John Chester and his family
developed a sustainable farm in
southern California. Chester, a
Stephen Decatur High School gradu-
ate, directed the multiple award-win-
ning film, and Erica Messer, also
formerly of Ocean City and a Stephen
Decatur High School alumna was ex-
ecutive producer.

There will also be live music, a
silent auction, demos, children’s ac-
tivities and food and refreshments.

Pines committee
weighs revisions

Continued from Page 6

being developed by the bylaws work
group probably will not be presented to
the community for consideration before
May 1, other issues could boil to the sur-
face sooner.

For example, Trummel noted the
current litigation concerning the board
election and disqualification of candi-
date Rick Farr.

“I think we need to identify potential
costs resulting from efforts that we are
deeply involved in,” he said.

Trummel recommended alerting the
board about the referendum costs and
attorney review fees.

Before the group’s next gathering in
October, Trummel proposed compiling
committee members’ input on the an-
nual report

“By Oct. 15 we will have something
ready to be adopted and sent to the
board of directors,” he said.

i

~x

year with outdoor movie

x
5

PHOTO COURTESY SANDI SMITH

Maryland Coastal Bays Program staff pose for a drone picture in 2018 at the site of the Bishopville dam restoration project, one of many projects
the organization has undertaken over the last 25 years to improve the ecosystem in the coastal bays region.

“We're excited to have folks cele-
brate our silver anniversary,” said
Sandi Smith, MCBP outreach and
marketing coordinator. It’s a casual
outside event that caters to our com-
munity ... We know we will be seeing
alot of our supporters and are hoping
that people that are not familiar with
our program will come out and check
us out. Thank you to many generous
donors.”

The coastal bays program began in
1996 but can trace its roots back to
1990. The Committee to Preserve As-
sateague Island — now called As-
sateague Coastal Trust — and the
Worcester Environmental Trust and
other local agencies and community
members organized a conference to
“draw attention to the growing
threats to the coastal bays and to the
need for a coordinated strategy to
protect them,” Smith said.

The conference eventually led to

the program’s creation, cementing it
as one of the EPA’s National Estuary
Programs.

“(MCBP) exists to protect and en-
hance the watershed, which includes
Ocean City, Ocean Pines, Berlin, and
Assateague,” Smith said. “The water-
shed is more than just the five bays,
it includes more than 189,000 acres
of land, 71,000 acres of water, 248
miles of shoreline, and nearly 35,000
acres of wetlands. “

Smith said the nonprofit focuses
on restoration, monitoring, education
and outreach programs. The “consen-
sus group” works with the public and
partners that include the Towns of
Ocean City and Berlin, Worcester
County, the National Parks Service
and numerous state departments.
These partnerships produce and lead
to the implementation of manage-
ment plans for the coastal bays water-
shed.

Those partnerships are vital to the
program’s success, Smith said.

“We started featuring MCBP he-
roes — folks that provided the foun-
dation to get MCBP to this level — in
our monthly newsletters this year.
Now that we are eight months into it,
we realize there are truly so many
amazing individuals that had built
the foundation. We will have to con-
tinue featuring individuals for many
years to come.”

When asked why MCBP is impor-
tant to the local community, Smith
said it was the other way around.

“It’s the community who is most
important to MCBP,” Smith said.
“We are a tool to help preserve our
watershed by working through part-
nerships engaging the community on
solutions for cleaner waterways.”

In 1999, the coastal bays program
published its first Comprehensive

See MCBP Page 8
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PHOTO COURTESY SANDI SMITH

Staff members of the Maryland Coastal Bays Program gather for a photo. The nonprofit is cele-
brating its 25th anniversary with an outdoor movie on Thursday.

MCBP anniversary set for Thurs.

Continued from Page 7

Conservation and Management Plan,
which Smith called a blueprint for
public agencies responsible for pro-
tecting natural resources.

“The report is a good tool for citi-
zens interested in the programmatic
steps necessary to accomplish this
board goal and is updated every 10
years,” Smith said. “It keeps partners
and the program in check with de-
fined goals.”

In 2009, Department of Natural
Resources ecologist Dave Brinker
joined Coastal Bays environmental
scientist Dr. Roman Jesien to pre-
serve nesting areas for bird colonies
by working with others to replenish
nesting areas with dredge spoils. The
spoils of dredging local bay channels,
originally shipped off for disposal,
were used to replenish Skimmer Is-
land in Assawoman Bay, Smith said.

“Replenishing nesting islands is
still a work in progress as to how to
establish a successful formula,” she
added. “However, this year they pi-
loted a different approach, with part-
ners and the community creating
nesting platforms and currently mon-
itoring the results in hopes we can
create solutions (local) threatened
shorebirds.”

In 2000, the idea of restoring the
Bishopville Pond and its feeder
streams was introduced, including
the creation of a fish passageway into
the pond by removing an old dam.

The project was completed in 2014,
Smith said, and has been a clear suc-
cess over its seven years.

Other programs and projects com-
pleted or continuing include a water
quality monitoring program, restora-
tions at Lizard Hill sand mine in
Berlin, Ilia Fehrer Nature Preserve in
Berlin, Greys Creek Nature Park in
Bishopville and the recent As-
sateague State Park shoreline project.

“Most of these projects are still a
work in progress and are successful
due to our partnerships,” Smith said.
“MCBP will be launching a program
called ‘Trail to Restore the Shore’ at
the end of (September) where you
can personally experience each prop-
erty.”

Looking to the future, Smith said
the program wants to connect with
the agriculture community and wants
to improve its connection to students,
teachers and residents “to under-
stand the complexities and the bene-
fits this community brings to the
table.”

“MCBP is also evolving its envi-
ronmental education program (and)
addressing more current issues and
needs, and hopefully within the next
several years (we can) house an edu-
cation facility,” Smith said.

The 25th-anniversary celebration
is $20 for adults and free for chil-
dren. Visit https://mdcoastalbays.org
for more information or to purchase
tickets in advance.

TEMPLE BAT YAM

A Reform Jewish Congregation

Welcome Back!

We've missed you!
Please join us for live, in-person services this
Friday from 7:30 - 9:00 PM.

For more information, you can reach us at the Temple
from 9 AM — 2 PM Tuesday - Friday.

410-641-4311 or TempleBatYam97@aol.com

11036 Worcester Hwy., Berlin, MD 21811
TempleBatYam-oc.org
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Viola updates OP financials
with budget up $1.1 million

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Sept. 23, 2021) Ocean Pines good
financial performance in July and
August has put the association
roughly $1.1 million ahead of budget
for the first four months of its fiscal
year, OPA General Manager John
Viola reported last Wednesday

During July, the association took
in $254,000 more than budgeted in
revenue, while spending just
$23,000 more than budgeted, for a
net improvement of $231,000.

Viola told the board of directors
during its Wednesday session that
“organic growth in revenues” from
golf, aquatics, racquet sports and
banquet operations in food and bev-
erage were responsible for the gains.

On the departmental level, the
Ocean Pines Yacht Club closed the
month $79,200 ahead of budget, fol-
lowed by golf operations at $77,400,
aquatics at $29,500 and the beach
club at $20,300.

Viola also reported strong revenue
figures from banquets catered by
food contractor Matt Ortt Compa-
nies.

“They’re knocking it out of the
park,” he said.

Ending July in the red was the
Recreation and Parks Department at
$25,300 short of budget estimates.

Viola attributed the dip in Recre-
ation and Parks receipts to timing.

“They will be on budget later this
year,” he said.

Although full details on August’s
performance aren’t available yet,
Viola reviewed a “flash” report for
the month that showed a positive
variance  against budget of
$158,600.

Leading the pack for positive net
operating figures last month was food
and beverage at roughly $50,000,
followed by aquatics at $41,400, pub-
lic works/general maintenance at

John Viola
Goneral Managar

GREG ELLISON/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Ocean Pines General Manager John Viola de-
tails year-to-date financials through August
during the Board of Directors meeting last
week.

$36,400, police at $18,500 and golf
at $12,100.

Viola also told the board that golf
operations are about $220,000 fa-
vorable to budget through August,
with significant revenue anticipated
next April to close the fiscal year.

Other departments singled out by
Viola for stellar financial perform-
ance were aquatics and food and bev-
erage.

Through July, year-to-date figures
for aquatics hovered $148,800 above
estimates, while positive budget vari-
ances for food operations included
the Yacht Club at $208,000, Beach
Club at $70,000 and the Clubhouse
Bar and Grille at $45,800.

“Revenue is heavy the first four to
five months,” he said, and than ex-
penses usually run higher later in the
budget year, Viola said.

Worcester issues last call
for Volunteer Spirit Awards

(Sept. 23, 2021) There’s still
time to nominate county residents,
organizations and businesses
whose volunteer efforts make the
community great, for the 2021 Vol-
unteer Spirit of Worcester County
awards.

The nomination deadline has
been extended through Sept. 30.

Nominations will be accepted in
each of the following nine cate-
gories: paramedic response cham-
pion, emerging leader, faith-based,
lifetime achievement, veteran, local
business, group/team, individual,
and nonprofit volunteer program.

Nomination forms may be filled
out and submitted online at
www.worcestervolunteer.org. Once
there, click on “News.”

Hard copies will also be available
at all five branch libraries, the
County Administration Office in the
Worcester County Government Cen-
ter in Snow Hill, or by contacting
Human Resources Director Stacey
Norton at 410-632-0090 or snor-
ton@co.worcester.md.us.

Spirit Award nominees will be
recognized for their contributions by
the Worcester County commission-
ers in October.

’OCE 7 N PINEQ, th‘(" P-\*W
410-208-4260
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Horn requests alternatives to turf grass pitch

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Sept. 23, 2021) Although a compar-
ison of geese control methods was re-
quested, the Ocean Pines Board last
Wednesday considered a proposal to
test a patented form of turf grass to
deter wildlife around ponds by the
North and South Gates.

Director Tom Janasek, who serves
as liaison for the Environmental & Nat-
ural Assets Committee, said various
means of controlling geese populations
have been investigated since euthaniz-
ing fowl was pursued in 2018.

After looking at numerous ap-
proaches, Janasek said Environmental
Committee member Sharon San-
tacroce suggested researching Flight-
Turf.

“Basically ... it’s patented grass that
geese don't like the flavor of,” he said.

FlightTurf was invented by
Christina Kobland nearly a decade ago
and has proven effective at discourag-
ing fowl from congregating near airport
runway fields.

FlightTurf is used at numerous air-
ports across the country, including Bal-
timore-Washington International and
San Francisco International.

“It’s turf grass that was developed
for airports, specifically to prevent
geese flying into planes,” he said. “It’s
not inexpensive.”

FlightTurf runs about $2,600 per

acre without instal-
lation costs.

Janasek said fur-
ther details would be
needed to estimate
costs for Public
Works to install the
turf grass.

“The committee
is asking for permis-
sion to do a test area
at the North Gate
pond [to] see how it
works over a year,”
he said.

Janasek said low
maintenance is an-
other perk to plant-
ing FlightTurf.

“Instead of being
cut every two weeks
... it’s cut twice or three times a year,”
he said. “Tt doesn’t take as much water
to keep it live and growing.”

Janasek said the slow-growing grass
would also deter deer that help spread
tics from feeding in the vicinity.

“Obviously, it’s an expense but if it
works there it could be planted around
the Veterans Memorial in order to keep
the geese from congregating,” he said.

Janasek asked board members to
review the proposal and return to the
topic at their October meeting.

“When we had the issue with the
geese a few years ago, there was a lot

of dissension in Ocean Pines and we
don’t need to create any more of that,”
he said. “It’s just another option for
geese control.”

Association President Larry Perrone
said he recently saw decoy foxes used
to deter fowl at an area golf course.

“In the whole round, I saw one
goose around the water,” he said. “I'm
not sure if that’s a feasible option.”

Janasek said decoy predators will
lose effectiveness if they are not rotated
regularly.

“We've looked at every single thing
you can imagine for geese deterrent,”

Ocean Pines is considering
testing turf grass formu-
lated to deter wildlife at
the North Gate Pond.

GREG ELLISON/
BAYSIDE GAZETTE

he said.

Director Colette Horn asked for a
list of less expensive options.

“In light of all the work ... done look-
ing at other alternatives the committee
seems to be ruling out ... it would be in-
structive for the board to be educated
to what those other options are,” she
said.

Janasek said the data is readily
available and would be provided for the
next board meeting in October.

“We have all that in files from the
last few years after the last issue hap-
pened,” he said.

When we say we’re always here,
we meanit.

For over 130 years, we've been here for the people and
businesses of the Delmarva region. While other banks
come and go, Taylor Bank isn’t going anywhere. Neither
is the local, personalized service our customers have come
to rely upon. With 12 branches spread across the region,
you'’ll always find one that's close to home, work, or
wherever you may be. To learn more, swing by a branch
today or visit us online at TaylorBank.com.

Always Here. For Good.

taylorbank.com

Member FDIC
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OP GM updates projects, amenity revenues

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Sept. 23, 2021) With autumn about
to just arrive last Wednesday, Ocean
Pines Association General Manager
John Viola provided updates on amenity
performance and projects during the
Board of Directors meetings.

Starting with the Manklin Meadows
Racquet Center, Viola said work to paint
new lines on pickleball courts has been
authorized.

The project, which was recommended
by the Racquet Sports Committee, costs
$800 to line two pickleball courts and-
make the locations multi-purpose.

Bouncing over to the Ocean Pines
Golf Course, turf maintenance during
the height of summer heat and humidity
was reviewed.

Viola said Golf Superintendent Justin
Hartshorne has spearheaded grounds
crew efforts to aerate the site.

“Greens are better than they've been
in last three to four years,” he said. “The
course is in the best overall shape I've
seen it in 12 years.”

Beautification of common areas is
underway with enhanced landscaping
already completed at the North Gate,
White Horse Park campus and the
‘Wood Duck I and IT neighborhoods.

The next spots on tap for attention are
Salt Grass, Teal Bay and Bay Colony.

Work to spruce up over a hundred
fire hydrants is being completed through

a partnership with Worcester County
and the Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire De-
partment.

Of the 176 hydrants requiring main-
tenance, 96 have already been ad-
dressed, Viola said.

In addition to clearing out over-
growth surrounding hydrants, repaint-
ing the red sections is also taking place.

Bulkhead repairs, which were slated
to start next month, are already under-
way and on track for early completion.
In late July, the board of directors ap-
proved an emergency expenditure to re-
place 500-plus feet of bulkhead at the
golf course by the bridge on the third

green.

Viola said the work was fast-tracked
in hopes of capturing cost savings based
on a quote from Fisher Marine for $355
per linear foot of vinyl bulkhead, which
comes out to just over $190,000 for the
537 feet required.

The overall project costs are just over
$198,000, which includes $8,000 for
topsoil and sod.

In July, Viola presented a request to
spend roughly $198,000 from bulkhead
reserves for the work.

Viola said the repairs, which began on
Aug. 20 and are on pace to wrap by Sept.
24, are part of a larger four-year mainte-

GREG ELLISON/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Ocean Pines Association General Manager John Viola, left, is joined by Golf Superintendent Justin Hartshorne to update course conditions at the
conclusion of summer during the Board of Directors meeting last week.

nance plan

Although still on hold, the association
is expecting the Army Corps of Engi-
neers to issue dredging permits in the
near future.

Viola said permits have not been re-
leased for the last two years due to the
coronavirus pandemic.

“They are now issuing permits re-
quested two years ago,” he said.

Director Tom Janasek asked if own-
ers of waterfront lots in line for dredging
could anticipate being informed of pend-
ing approvals.

“We can notify those people prior to

See VIOLA Page 13
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Pines moves forward with T-docks purchase

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Sept. 23, 2021) The Ocean Pines
Board of Directors authorized spending
roughly $85,000 to build and install two
T-docks at Mumford’s Marina during its
meeting last Wednesday.

General Manager John Viola said
permits had been issued for a proposed
pair of aluminum T-docks that would be
in place by next May.

The two-phase project includes a
$63,623 cost for Ravens Marine in
Kissimmee, Florida to construct custom
docks, both measuring eight feet wide,
with varying lengths of 26 x 56 feet and
20.5x 22 feet.

“Ravens Marine will build the T-
docks for us down in Florida,” he said.

Once dock structures are built, the
finished products would be shipped
north and installed by Fisher Marine at
a cost of $12,000.

Viola said contractor pricing was ob-
tained on materials and construction.

“We were able to go directly to the
supplier,” he said. “Fisher Marine stayed
out it, so we did save money there.”

Director Tom Janasek inquired about
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Director Tom Janasek, left, inquires about material options for T-Docks proposed for the Mumford's Marina while Director Doug Parks observes the
proceedings during the board meeting last Wednesday.

the merits of opting for aluminum versus
traditional wooden materials currently
found at marinas in Ocean Pines.

“Most of the ones I've seen are pine,”
he said. “Which have a much heavier
weight and stability when you're walking
on them or tying boats.”

Material costs made aluminum the
best choice, Viola said.

“We got a good price on this one,” he
said.

Janasek asked if research was con-
ducted regarding stability or safety con-
siderations for using aluminum T-docks.

“I know the durability ... obviously,
they’ll last longer and won’t have to be
painted,” he said.

Viola said both staff and contractors
agreed that aluminum was an ideal op-
tion.

“This was recommended by Fisher
Marine, who has done all our work,” he

said. “I believe this is the way to go.”

Still, Viola said Janasek’s point held
merit.

“I understand what you're saying but
none of that ever came up,” he said.

Viola said further inquires would be
made with contractors.

“If anything, they said this was bet-
ter,” he said. “T'll definitely find out and
forward something to you and the rest of
the board.”

OP Board candidate Farr court hearing Mon.

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Sept. 23, 2021) Property ownership
questions concerning Ocean Pines
Board of Directors candidate Rick Farr
could be decided next week when Farr
and Ocean Pines representatives appear
at a Worcester County Circuit Court
hearing next Monday.

On Aug. 30, Judge Sidney Campen,
retired from the Talbot County Circuit
Court bench, opted against extending an
injunction that stayed the directors elec-
tion on Aug. 11 after Farr alleged he was

improperly declared in-
eligible to run.

At the same time,
Campen acted on re-
quests from Farr and
the OPA for a speedy
resolution of the argu-
ment and scheduled a
hearing on Sept. 27at 9
a.m. when he is expected to issue his de-
cision.

Farr was declared ineligible to run on
July 27, even though Ocean Pines Board
member and Secretary Camilla Rogers

Rick Farr

certified Farr’s candidacy on May 11. An
“anonymous tip” however, suggested
that Farr was not a property owner at the
qualification deadline of Jan. 1.

Since 2000, Farr has been a desig-
nated beneficiary of the Farr Living Trust,
the legal owner of the property originally
purchased by his parents in 1999.

Farr’s attorney, Bruce Bright, said
during the Aug. 30 hearing the decision
to disqualify Farr was based on Bylaws
section 5.02A, which states board candi-
dates must be “owners of record,” on
Jan. 1 of the election year.
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Bright said the sole focus on 5.02A ig-
nores conflicting details on association
membership status included in the asso-
ciation charter and Bylaws section 2.02.

Speaking this week, Bright said the
case was originally filed on behalf of
plaintiff Farr and as a class-action law-
suit for his supporters.

“The other side filed a motion to dis-
miss as to the class-action aspect of the
case,” he said. “Rather than litigate
whether or not the case could properly go
forward as a class-action we took out the
class-action allegations and essentially vol-
untarily removed that aspect of the case.”

The revised approach dropped the
class action on behalf of a class of plain-
tiffs, instead substituting specific plain-
tiffs who supported Farr’s candidacy.

“They filed a motion to dismiss as to

See BRIGHT Page 13
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Bright removes
class action suit

Continued from Page 12

the entire complaint, but the only argu-
ment that they advanced was this is not
an appropriate case for class-action sta-
tus, and they didn’t attack the com-
plaint,” he said.

Bright said removing the class-action
allegations and inserting new plaintiffs
undercut the defendant’s motion to dis-
miss.

“It’s just been rendered moot and, so
far, they haven't filed anything that dis-
agrees with our position in that respect,”
he said.

Viola reviews OP
projects, profits

Continued from Page 11
getting permits,” Viola said.

Viola also updated a nearly com-
pleted reserve study being conducted by
Richmond-based Design Management
Associates.

Initially created in 2015, the current
efforts to track account balance percent-
ages were described as “DMA Lite,” by
Viola.

The present work is slated to cost
about half of the initial investment in
2015.

After the association recently re-
viewed changes stemming from the
study, the data was sent back to DMA for
final sign off.

“The final draft of the reserve study
was returned the week of Sept. 13,” he
said.

The Budget and Finance Committee
are slated to review the completed study
in early October before potential board
approval later next month.

Viola said a town hall meeting with
DMA partner Doug Greene is also being
planned.

i il R

E WIER

T

JACK CHAVEZ/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Pickled Goose will replace the currently shuttered Whiskers Bar and Grill off Cathell Road in Ocean Pines. The owners have had an uphill battle since
purchasing the property, from complications with the liquor license to a work stoppage order this summer, but their plans are back on track.

Pickled Goose revisions approved

By Jack Chavez
Staff Writer

(Sept. 23, 2021) The owners of the
Pickled Goose in Berlin caught a
break on Sept. 15 when the Worcester
County Board of License Commis-
sioners approved changes to the
much-maligned plans for the restau-
rant that will sit in the space formerly
occupied by Whisker’s Bar and Grill.

“Our concern was that it not be-
come a full-fledged, retail liquor
store,” board Chairman William
Esham said before the 3-0 vote.
“From what I see ... I'm perfectly sat-
isfied with these plans meeting what
we thought we were asking them to
do (last winter) and the entire situa-
tion is an improvement to the area.”

Current owners Shereen Ramadan
and Dina Sbih — the latter of whom
was at the meeting — bought the

property from Whiskers owner Tanya
Knott in January, when the commis-
sioners approved a request to trans-
fer a Class B Beer, Wine and Liquor
seven-day license for the establish-
ment. They are envisioning a restau-
rant with a liquor store attached.

The approval came with the con-
tingency that the restaurant’s layout
remain the same. The commissioners
stipulated sales consist of 51 percent
food at all times, give monthly re-
ports on the sale of food and alcoholic
beverages, give monthly reports on
the purchase of food and alcoholic
beverages, keep the layout the same
and provide tax returns at the end of
each year.

In July, the owners received a
stop-work order after county officials
learned that demolition work was
going on inside the building.
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Need Automotive, Body or Marine Repair? Visit One of our 3 Locations

RACETRACK AUTO RACETRACK MARINE RACETRACK AUTO
& TIRE CENTER & BOAT SALES & BODY SHOP
10436 Racetrack Road, Berlin | 10438 Racetrack Road, Berlin | 10834 Ocean Gateway, Berlin

Complete Diagnostics and Programming + Custom Exhaust + Major or Minor Repairs
ASE-Certified Technicians - Complete Auto Body Shop * 24-HOUR TOWING

On Sept. 15, architect Rick Schoel-
lIkopf of Atlantic Planning & Develop-
ment, Inc., testified regarding the
actual plans for the space, which he
stressed would be less retail space
than the original proposal.

The retail space approved by the
commissioners is 810 square feet.

See PICKLED Page 14
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Berlin, Maryland
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Pines Pickleball tournament held Oct. 22-24

(Sept. 23, 2021) Oktoberfest at the
Ocean Pines Racquet Center will be
marked by a three-day pickleball
tournament that will, for the first
time, include a money bracket with a
$1,250 prize purse.

Scheduled Oct. 22-24, the event is
likely the first pickleball tournament
with cash prizes to place on the Del-
marva Peninsula, tournament Co-Di-
rector Darryl Noble said.

Noble is the former chairman and
treasurer of the Board of USA Pickle-
ball, the sport’s national governing
body of the sport of pickleball.

“Pickleball is one of the fastest
growing sports in the United States,
and possibly the world,” Noble said.
“We encourage everyone to come out
and participate in this exciting new
tournament, or just come and watch.
Don’t miss your chance to participate
or spectate on some incredible
matches.”

Noble said the Ocean Pines Rac-
quet Center is open to the public.
Anyone can sign up to play a game, or
just come out and watch to get a feel
for the sport.

“Anyone is welcome to play at the
Ocean Pines Racquet Center pickle-
ball courts, and we encourage every-
one to try it for themselves. It’s fun to
get out and get some exercise, and the
facility is top notch,” he said.

For the tournament, singles and

age 60-plus mixed doubles matches
are scheduled Oct. 22, men’s and
women’s doubles are scheduled Oct.
23, and mixed doubles are scheduled
Oct. 24.

The money bracket for players
under 50 is scheduled Oct. 23, and
the money bracket for players 50 and
older is set for Oct. 24.

The prize purse is $375 for gold
(first place), $160 for silver (second
place) and $90 for bronze (third
place). The money bracket is open to
any combination of genders and skill
levels.

For general play, each grouping
category — men’s, women’s and
mixed — will include four skill-level
brackets: 3.0, 3.5, 4.0 and 4.5/5.0.
The minimum skill level for the tour-
nament is 3.0, and tournament direc-
tors will set age and skill-level
brackets about three weeks prior to
the tournament.

The registration fee, due by Oct. 1,
is $35, plus $10 per event. Money
brackets are $30 per event.

Tournament organizers will post
the full tournament schedule, includ-
ing match start times, two weeks
prior to the tournament.

Food, beer and cold beverages, ice
cream and snowballs, and other ven-
dors will be onsite during the tourna-
ment.

The tournament is outdoors only,
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and no rain date is scheduled. No re-
funds or credits will be given in case
of a cancelation.

To  register  online,  visit
https://app.pickleballden.com/ex-
ternal-tournament/8732201.

Organizers are also seeking spon-
sors for the event. Gold level spon-
sors, $500, will receive large banner
advertising for one year at the
Ocean Pines Racquet Center, an on-
site advertising location during the
event, public appreciation an-
nouncements during the tourna-
ment weekend, press exposure in
news releases and social media

posts, and five complimentary give-
aways.

Silver level sponsors, $250, will re-
ceive banner advertising at the Ocean
Pines Racquet Center, public appre-
ciation announcements during the
tournament weekend, press exposure
in news releases and social media
posts, and two complimentary give-
aways.

For more information, contact
Noble at 717-873-4743 or
DANobles4@gmail.com, or Tourna-
ment Co-Director Cathy Noble at
410-302-9320 or
CMZNoble@gmail.com.

Pickled Goose moving forward

Continued from Page 13

“What we’ve done ... is just a cou-
ple of changes that make the separa-
tion (between the liquor store and
restaurant) more dramatic,” Schoel-
lkopf said. “Like the reach-in cooler
that’s moved over to be more related
to the retail space, so you don’t go
into the bar area to reach in and get
your six-pack of beer. We’ve also cho-
sen to build two fully ADA-compati-
ble bathrooms. They’re brand new
and larger than what was there.”

Schoellkopf said they’re also going
to take a wall down to open the space
up some.

“We’re taking it down to like five
feet aboveground, just to open the
place up to be a little light and airy,”
he said. “Anyone that’s been in there
when it was operational a year or two
ago know it was pretty dingy. It
needed to be refreshed and that was

Classes Now Forming
Now Taking Transfer Students

+ Cosmetology

« Master Barbering

* Teacher Training

+ Esthetics DIVO
*Manicuring  2J®]| | FikTien
+ Advanced Education
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one of our things, to open it up.
There’s going to be no display, more
like a wood cap on top of that five-
foot wall. We don’t want kids grab-
bing things off of it. All display and all
sales will be carried out in the area
upfront.”

At one point, Esham made clear to
Schoellkopf and Sbih what it was the
commissioners wanted to see to
avoid any confusion.

“I don’t think you’re quoting (our
previous ruling) the way we intended
it,” Esham said. “We said we were not
going to let the retail space grow.
From what I'm seeing, if it helps your
client, they have not. What happened
today or yesterday, I don’t care.”

Another major change is consoli-
dating the spacing of the reach-in and
walk-in coolers.

There is no firm date for a grand
opening.

“Queen for a Day”
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Adults S41.99 includes bottomless soft drinks
522/lb Snow Crab Legs add-on with adult buffet purchase only.
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OP golf members
honor Stiles, raise
charity donations

(Sept. 23, 2021) Ocean Pines
golfers raised $1,200 during the 15th
annual Ernie Stiles Bavarian Hops
Scramble on Aug. 27 at the Ocean
Pines Golf Club.

The event is held each year in
honor of the late Ernie Stiles and is
hosted by the Ocean Pines Golf Mem-
bers Council. Don McMullen and Bob
Long coordinated this year’s event.

To date, the scramble has raised
more than $30,000 for local chari-
ties.

“Ernie’s idea was simply to bring
together some good people and go
out for nine holes, have some good
fun, and support some good causes,”
McMullen said.

Long said the event always has a
lighthearted atmosphere. Longtime
traditions include a toast, “Nostro-
via,” to good health before teeing off.
Players then “head to the course and
let their hair down a bit,” he said.

“Ernie ran the Hops Scramble on
his own for many years as a fun
event,” Long said. “He charged $5 to
play and all the money would get paid
out to the skin winners. Often, no
skins were cleared and the money
would go to the charities.”

Stiles created a stick figure, called

“the Hops Guy,” who holds a dona-
tion box and is placed at the seventh
tee. Players donate a few dollars, or
maybe more, as they pass by to tee up
their shots.

Tournament proceeds often went
to Stiles’ favorite charities, Diakonia
and the Humane Society, and money
collected this year will again benefit
those two organizations.

“In other years, the Hops Scramble
helped local people who were having
a tough time,” Long said. “In 2017,
the members took responsibility for
the Hops Scramble and that year

made significant donations to Cancer
and ALS research. After Ernie’s pass-
ing in 2018, we have again focused on
local charities.”

Along with the skins (the rewards
for winning a hole outright), golfers
vie for the coveted “Hops Hat” by get-
ting closest to the pin on the seventh
hole. Nongolfers, meanwhile, join in
on the fun by being part of a grand-
stand where they cheer and jeer for
players as they attempt their shots.

“Again, our members and friends
had a great time at this annual
event,” McMullen said. “Congratula-

Ocean Pines golfers
pose with the “Hops
Guy” during the 15th
annual Ernie Stiles
Bavarian Hops
Scramble, held Aug.
27 at the Ocean
Pines Golf Club. The
Hops Guy, as part of a
long tournament
tradition, holds a
donation box at the
seventh tee. The
event this year raised
$1,200 for Diakonia
and the Worcester
County Humane
Society. Pictured,
from left, are Mike
Mason, Bill Cordwell,
Colby Stiles, Mike
Daley, Don McMullen,
and Mark Watts.
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tions to Kevin Brooks and Jeff Smith,
who collected the only skins of the
events and went home with all the
prize money. And congratulations to
John Malinowski IV, who won the
rights to wear the Hops Hat with his
closest-to-the-pin shot at the seventh
hole.”

“Thanks to all for supporting the
Humane Society and Diakonia, and
thanks to Darin Stuiber and his group
for adding to the celebration that
took place at the seventh hole,” Long
added. “We hope to see everyone
again next year!”

BILL CANNON’S GARAGE, INC.
FOR ALL OF YOUR AUTO CARE NEEDS
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Coastal Bays Marine Debris Plunder Sunday

(Sept. 23, 2021) Help Capt. Jack
Sparrow and the Maryland Coastal
Bays Program plunder the bays in
search of marine debris, Sunday, Sept.
26, from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. for the sec-
ond annual Marine Debris Plunder.

Boaters and land lubbers alike are
encouraged to join the plunder to pick
up debris that has been carelessly dis-
carded in the bays, beach and streets,
and bring their loot to the West Ocean
City Harbor for a weigh-in.

Capt. Sparrow along with his pirate
crew will be on hand to assist with the
weigh-in and properly dispose the de-
bris.

There will be awards for several
categories.

Participants must preregister for
this event either online at the Mary-
land Coastal Bays Program website,
www.mdcoastalbays.org, or call Sandi
Smith at 443-783-5293 ext. 106. Reg-
istration will close on Friday, Sept. 24.
There will be no registration at the
event.

Thanks to a grant from Keep Mary-
land Beautiful and sponsorships by
Pure Lure and Bluewater Properties,
supplies will be provided for those
who preregister (while they last). Sup-
ply packets can be picked up at Pure
Lure at a pre-arranged date.

When participants bring their loot
to the West Ocean City harbor, the pi-

rate crew will grab their trash and
present them with an event T-shirt
(while supplies last).

Boat traffic was at an all-time high
this summer as well as, sadly, trash on
the streets. The intent of this event is
to engage the community in picking
up debris in waterways and streets
and bringing it to one location where
it will be weighed and disposed of
properly.

All participants will be asked to fill
out data sheets on the debris. This
data will be used for an outreach cam-
paign next year reminding Ocean City
visitors the importance of keeping wa-
terways clean.

Boaters pursuing debris in the
water, will receive specific instructions
as to what is marine debris and what
is a live trap as crabbing season is still
in effect and it is illegal to tamper with
any live traps. Low tide is earlier than
8 a.m. so participants can go when-
ever they want. The weigh-ins will
open at 10 a.m.

The Natural Resource Police will
attend the event in case participants
have any questions as to what marine
debris is, and what is not.

Boaters will be encouraged to pur-
sue abandoned crab pots, derelict crab
pots that have been clearly abandoned
and are sitting in shallow water and

marshes.

Every year, crabbers lose their pots
to careless boaters who do not pay at-
tention and run over crab pot floats,
floats identifying pot location.

Once these floats are cut, the pot
becomes untraceable until it washes
into shallow water or on top of a
marsh. Unfortunately, ghost pots con-
tinually re-bait as crabs crawl inside,
eventually die, and new crabs arrive to
eat those. These ghost pots also trap
and kill pretty much anything that fits,
including terrapin, otter and fish.

For event specifics, visit www.md-
coastalbays.org or contact mcbp@md-
coastalbays.org.

Golf tournament planned for Oct. 1

(Sept. 23, 2021) Join Worcester
County Recreation & Parks for the
ninth annual Tee Off for Youth Golf
Tournament and Fundraiser on Friday,
Oct. 1, at the Ocean City Golf Club.

Check-in and lunch begin at 11:30
a.m. A shotgun start will follow at 1
p.m.

The cost to participate is $80 per
golfer, and all proceeds generated by
this event will benefit underprivileged
youth who participate in Worcester

County Recreation & Parks’ youth pro-
grams, leagues, after school activities,
and summer camps.

Over one-third of the children par-
ticipating in Worcester County Recre-
ation & Parks’ programs are considered
underprivileged, and tournament pro-
ceeds provide scholarships to assure all
children can participate in recreation
programs year-round.

Registration forms for the four-man
scramble are available at www.play-

Need a wheelchair?

We can now bill Medicare for any wheelchair!

« Short prescription wait time
« Immunizations offered .
« Competitive OTC/Rx cash price

« Durable medical equipment
Wound care
- Blister packaging & Med Sync

Free Delivery | Accepts all insurances | Compare and save
Coastal Drugs has the area’s lowest priced prescription medications

CALL TODAY TO SWITCH OVER 410.629.0089

Wheelchair
All black color
16" seat width
(1065282) $169

18" seat width
(1065284) $179

20" seat width
(1065286) $189

Transport chair
17" seat width
$139 Black or Red

19" seat width
$159 Blue or Black

Standard 24 4"

Bariatric 30 1"
$149 Blue or Red

4 wheel rollator

$89 Black / Blue / Red

marylandscoast.org and in-person at
the Worcester County Recreation Cen-
ter, 6030 Public Landing Road, Snow
Hill, Maryland. The registration dead-
line is Friday, Sept. 24.

Sponsors, auction baskets, volun-
teers and donations are needed to run
this year’s tournament. Options in-
clude a dinner, lunch, beverage cart, tee
sign(s) sponsorship.

For more information, contact Allen
Swiger at 410-632-2144, ext. 2520.

COASTAL
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V—PHARMACY

Knee scooter
Rent or Buy

Own $148

Comode
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Your Community

Health Mart
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Inside Ocean Pines
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SWINGING GOOD TIME

Exuberant youths enjoy swing-set action in the midst of summer heat at White Horse Park in Ocean Pines.
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Pines Pickleball Round Robin tourney Oct. 1

(Sept. 23, 2021) Players and spon-
sors, are being sought for the annual
Pickleball Round Robin tournament,
scheduled Friday, Oct. 1 at the Ocean
Pines Racquet Center.

Hosted by the Ocean Pines Pickle-
ball Club, the tournament is part of a
quartet of local “Pink Ribbon Classic”
events raising money for cancer re-
search.

“For the fourth consecutive year, the
Ocean Pines Pickleball Club Round
Robin will join several other events tak-
ing place for the Pink Ribbon Classic at
the Beach to benefit the American Can-
cer Society and help fight breast can-
cer,” organizer Chris Shook said.

Shook said the Pink Ribbon Clas-
sic series was started by a local group

of volunteers. Since its inception, the
series has raised roughly $3.6 million
for breast cancer research, awareness
programs, and services.

“One of the most important serv-
ices available in this area is the Road
to Recovery Program, which connects
caregivers with patients to transport
them to and from treatment,” she
said. “There is also the Hope Lodge
that provides lodging during treat-
ment, the Cancer Survivors Network
available at www.cancer.org, and a
24-hour-a-day information center at
1-800-227-2345 for patients to access
ACS services.”

The American Cancer Society is
funding 168 grants totaling more
than $68.9 million related to breast

Come Join Our Team!

cashiers

* merchandising

~ « back of the house

cancer research. Since 1989, breast
cancer deaths in the U.S. are down 40
percent, meaning 375,900 lives have
been saved.

For players, the tournament entry
fee is $35 per person and the registra-
tion deadline is Monday, Sept. 27.

Download an entry form online at
https://oceanpines.org/documents/1
0184/1522417/Pickleball+Round+R
obin+entry+and+sponsor+form.pdf,
or contact Shook at 443-614-1504 or
cshookog@yahoo.com for more in-
formation.

The following sponsorships are
also available:

Platinum ($1,000) — includes a 5-
foot Pink Ribbon sign, listing on the
sponsor board, and recognition dur-

ing event announcements

Gold ($500) — includes two 18-
inch by 24-inch signs, listing on the
sponsor board, and recognition dur-
ing event announcements

Silver ($250) — includes one 18-
inch by 24-inch sign, listing on the
sponsor board, and recognition dur-
ing event announcements

Bronze ($100) - includes listing on
the sponsor board, and recognition
during event announcements

Download a sponsorship form on-
line at https://oceanpines.org/docu-
ments/10184/1522417/Pickleball+R
ound+Robin+entry+and+sponsor+f
orm.pdf, or contact Shook at 443-
614-1504 or cshookog@yahoo.com
for more information.

Pick your own hours!

The Habitat for Humanity ReStore
is recruiting help during all regular hours
Wednesday-Saturday 9 AM to 2 PM.

Come volunteer in a fun, friendly, and safe
environment!

Email volunteer@habitatworcester.org
for details!

truck helper shop. donate. volunteer.
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for Humanity®
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of Worcester County
9026 Worcester Hwy Berlin, MD
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R.L.S.E. Program
to offer free help
crafting resumes

(Sept. 23, 2021) The Grace Center
for Maternal and Women’s Health’s
Raising Independent Skilled Employ-
ees (R.I.S.E.) workforce development
program will offer free assistance
with resume development as part of
its “Family Fun Day” community re-
source event on Saturday, Sept. 25, at
Stephen Decatur Park, in Berlin,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The R.I.S.E. program’s career ad-
vancement coordinators will assist
interested attendees with resume
templates, resume development and
career brainstorming.

Members of the public between
the ages of 16 and 24 who are cur-
rently not in school and who are look-
ing to get back in school or find work,
will be invited to follow-up meetings
with staff where they can learn about
the R.I.S.E. workforce development
program and available resources.

Wor-Wic Community college will
also be in attendance to offer enroll-
ment assistance and talk to the public
about support and services offered.

The R.I.S.E. program is run in con-
junction with the Lower Shore Work-
force Alliance in the tri-county area —
Somerset, Wicomico and Worcester.

The R.I.S.E. team is committed to
assisting young adults, ages 16- 24,
who may find themselves out of work
or underemployed, and who may face
multiple barriers to their individual
success. Participants who enroll in
the program are assigned a career ad-
vancement coordinator, or “career
coach,” who works with them to de-
sign a plan tailored to match their in-
dividual skill level and career goals.

The R.I.S.E. program also works
with local employers to provide valu-
able, skill-developing internships
that can be initially funded by grant
stipends for qualified participants.

Employers interested should con-
tact, R.L.LS.E. Program Manager
Leikia Hallett, at lhallett@gracema-
ternalhealth.org.

In addition to featuring the
R.L.S.E. program, the Grace Center’s
Family Fun Day event will include
vendors, kid’s crafts, games and ac-
tivities, community resources and en-
tertainment. Admission to the event
is free and all are welcome. The Com-
munity Foundation of the Eastern
Shore is a sponsor of this community
event.

Looking for a new home?
Check out the

="~ "COASTAL

—-=—"="""" 0n newsstands and

online at Oceancitytoday.com

Youth and adult programs available

(Sept. 23, 2021) The Worcester
County Recreation and Parks Depart-
ment is offering an assortment of
programs for children and adults this
fall.

Active Start Lacrosse will be an in-
troduction to the sport. Players will
learn how to shoot, pass and play the
game.

The program will meet at North-
ern Worcester Athletic Complex in
Berlin on Thursdays, Sept. 23
through Nov. 11, from 3:30-5:00 p.m.

For more information, contact
Derek Jarmon at 410-632-2144
x2509 or email djarmon@maryland-
scoast.org.

The cost per child is $35, and $30
for each additional child. Financial
aid is available to those who show a
demonstrated need. Proof of eligibil-
ity is required.

To register, visit www.playmary-
landscoast.org.

Registration is open for adult
drop-in sports programs with
Worcester County Recreation and
Parks this fall.

Drop-In Soccer, open to those ages
14 years and older, is currently being
played Monday and Thursday nights
at the fields at the Northern Worces-
ter Athletic Complex in Berlin from
7:30-9:30 p.m.

In the colder months, the program

will be moved indoors to the Worces-
ter County Recreation Center in
Snow Hill,

Drop-In Pickleball will kick off at
the recreation center beginning Sept.
27, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Court shoes and protective eye-
wear are recommended for this pro-
gram, and registration is open on a
first-come, first-served basis to par-
ticipants 14 years and older.

Drop-In Volleyball is available at
the recreation center on Wednesdays
from 7-9 p.m. Participants ages 14
and older are invited to come set,
bump and spike.

Drop-In Basketball will take place
at the center on Thursdays, starting
Oct. 7 from 7-9 p.m. Participants
must be 30 years and older.

The cost for each drop-in program
is $3 per session. All skill levels are
welcome. No games will be played
during holidays or inclement weather
for outdoor programs.

For more information on these
programs, contact the recreation cen-
ter at 410-632-2144 or email rec-
nandparks@co.worcester.md.us.

Visit www.PlayMarylands
Coast.org for a complete list of pro-
grams.

Worcester County Recreation and
Parks is also offering adult fitness

classes this fall.

Early Bird Morning Fitness, open
to those ages 45 and older, includes a
variety of activities of cardio, strength
balance and floor workouts. Classes
will take place on Monday, Wednes-
day, and Friday mornings, Oct. 4 to
Dec. 17, from 9-9:40 a.m.

Yoga, with instructor Carol Jenk-
ins-Pike, RYT 500, is open to those
ages 18 and older. This program is
built on three main structures: exer-
cise, breathing, and meditation.

Classes will meet Tuesdays and
Thursdays, Oct. 12 to Nov. 23, from
6-7 p.m. All equipment will be pro-
vided.

Fearless Action — Dance Fit, with
instructor Whitney Brewington, is
open to those ages 18 and older. This
program includes a full body-sculpt-
ing experience and is designed to get
participants sweating by matching
dance moves and exercise with their
favorite songs.

The class will meet on Mondays
and Wednesdays, Oct. 18 to Dec. 1,
from 5:30-6:30 p.m.

For more information on these up-
coming fitness programs, contact
Program Manager Myro Small at
410-632-2144, ext. 2512 or email ms-
mall@marylandscoast.org. The cost
for each program is $45 and will
cover all weeks of classes.
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BACKTO SCHOOL

King Wallop talks with Erin McGreal, occupational therapist at Cedar Chapel Special School, on
the first day of school, Sept. 7.

ORE =
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WINNER

The Sons of the American Legion Squad 166 held its drawing on Sept. 6, for the raffle of an all-day
fishing trip and $400 gift card. The trip was for six on the Wrecker Sportfishing vessel with Capt.
Jeremy Blunt, left. SAL Commander Joe Verdura pulled the ticket out of the wheel and announced
Mike Soliday of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, was the winner.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

WELCOME

Worcester Preparatory School Parents’ Association hosted a New Parent Coffee event on Sept. 8 to
welcome families who are new to the school. Pictured, from left, are moms Zhana Kartela, leva
Sekace, Noor Khalaileh, and her sister, Munther Salem.

SUMMER FUN

The Ocean Pines Yacht Club was bustling with activity, as music played and guests danced over
Labor Day Weekend.

September 23, 2021

Berlin Intermediate
School students
walk through the
halls on the first
day of school.
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CRAFTER

The Pine’eer Craft Club of Ocean Pines
has chosen Alison Schweiger as the
September Crafter of the Month.
Schweiger and her husband, Joe, moved
from Baltimore to Ocean Pines four
years ago. Before moving, she worked as
a florist. Later, she experimented and
found her own style. In 1985, Schweiger
was inducted into the American Institute
of Floral Designers. After moving to
Ocean Pines, Schweiger became
involved in the Inland Bays Garden
Center in Frankford, Delaware, a woman-
owned native plant gardening center.
Today, she designs floral projects at the
center, hosts workshops and helps
clients find the right plants for their
needs. Schweiger also recently learned
how to make baskets out of the pine
needles in her backyard. View
Schweiger’s projects and other
handmade items at the Artisan Gift
Shop in White Horse Park, 239 Ocean
Parkway in Ocean Pines. The shop is
open every Saturday from 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
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Assateague Island Coastal Cleanup this Sat.

(Sept. 23, 2021) The Ocean Conser-
vancy’s International Coastal Cleanup
is held at hundreds of beaches and
coastal regions across the world as a
means to bring together community
members near and far to help remove
litter and debris from our marine en-
vironments and coastal landscape.

Assateague Coastal Trust, along
with the National Park Service at As-
sateague Island National Seashore and
Assateague OSV Count will host the
annual International Coastal Cleanup
on Saturday, Sept. 25 from 7-11 a.m.

Check-ins will be stationed under
the ACT and NPS tents in the North
Ocean Beach parking lot in the Na-
tional Park. All visitors and volunteers
will be welcomed into the park admis-
sion free in honor of National Public
Lands Day. Assateague Island State

Park will also be participating in the
cleanup.

In 2019, over 350 volunteers partic-
ipated in the cleanup on Assateague Is-
land. Residing as one of the more
popular beach cleanups of the year,
university departments, schools, or-
ganizations, businesses and individu-
als are encouraged to attend the
annual cleanup. Those who come out
will have the opportunity to get to
know the ACT staff and some of the
NPS rangers.

Trash collection bags will be pro-
vided. Participants are encouraged to
dress appropriately for the weather
and should bring sunscreen, gloves,
appropriate footwear.

To better understand the kinds of
trash and plastics that accumulate on
beaches, volunteers are encouraged to

download the Ocean Conservancy’s
Clean Swell app on their smart phones.

Assateague Island cleanup volun-
teers contribute to the world’s largest
database on marine debris by logging
the trash they collect in Ocean Conser-
vancy’s award-nominated Clean Swell
app (available for free download from
the App Store and Google Play). Be
sure to download the app prior to vis-
iting the island.

Paper data sheets will also be avail-
able, in English and Spanish, at the
check-in table. Participants should re-
turn the completed data sheets to the
ACT tent when finished for the morn-
ing. Scientists, researchers, industry
leaders and policymakers rely on Ocean
Conservancy’s Ocean Trash Index to in-
form policy and determine solutions to
the growing marine debris crisis.

Questions concerning the cleanup
at Assateague Island National
Seashore should be directed to Kathy
Phillips at
coastkeeper@actforbays.org. For more
info visit the ACT Facebook Event
page: https://fb.me/e/R6Qwq73V.

Assateague Coastal Trust, a mem-
ber of the global Waterkeeper Alliance
movement, hosts the Assateague
COASTKEEPER, working to assure
local communities have access to
swimmable, fishable and drinkable
water.

For over 50 years, ACT has been
working arm in arm with diverse com-
munity partners to protect and defend
the health of Delmarva’s coastal waters
through advocacy, education, science
and the enforcement of just and equi-
table clean water laws.

Worcester

(Sept. 23, 2021) Worcester County
Education Foundation (WCEF), a local
nonprofit supporting Worcester County
Public School students, announced that
it has completed a major rebranding.

Founded in 2013, Worcester County
Education Foundation is a motivated
group of community members commit-
ted to preparing students for success,
whose primary focus was equal access
to technology.

After reaching the million-dollar
mark and with all Worcester County
Public School students having their own
Apple devices, the time has come to re-
brand and expand the focus of the foun-
dation.

When the foundation was formed, it
was clear that the future was digital, so
the emphasis was on preparing Worces-
ter County Public Schools students to
succeed in a digital world.

“Now, the possibilities are limitless,
and we understand the value of ensur-
ing that all students have equitable ac-
cess to and benefit from high-quality
education,” said Olivia Momme, man-
ager of Operations & Community Rela-
tions. “We believe that the Worcester
County Education Foundation is well
positioned to utilize innovation, part-
nerships, and resources to bring pro-
grams to Worcester County Public
School that build the necessary skills to
produce self-sustaining graduates who
are committed to both life-long learning
and our community.”

Worcester County Education Foun-
dation put a significant amount of time
and research into this process. It devel-
oped a strategic plan with direct involve-
ment from the Worcester County
Education Foundation stakeholders, in-
cluding parents, Worcester County Pub-
lic School employees, donors, educators,
community members, and the Board of
Directors.

Through this process the foundation
has updated its branding, mission, focus

Education Foundation

and values.

The new logo showcases the growth
that comes from education and creativ-
ity, while reflecting the colors of the
Worcester County Public School brand-
ing,
While the logo is the most eye-catch-
ing update, the expansion of the focus

area to include science, engineering, art,
and mathematics to the existing tech-
nology focus will be the most impact-
ful.

“The foundation has so much to cel-
ebrate by surpassing our first million
dollars raised. We want to keep the ex-
citement going while best supporting

rebrands

our students,” Momme said. “The im-
pact to-date is impressive, but the new
changes will certainly help to nurture fu-
ture growth.”

To date, Worcester County Educa-
tion Foundation has given over
$210,000 to Worcester County Public

See EDU Page 22
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Sand Castle Home Tour held virtually in Oct.

(Sept. 23 2021) For the past 16
years, the Sand Castle Home Tour has
helped sustain the nonprofit Art
League of Ocean City and provided im-
portant seed money toward building
the Ocean City Center for the Arts on
94th Street.

In 2021, the home tour will also
raise money for 11 other area nonprofit
organizations.

The nonprofit community partners
who are participating in this year’s
ticket sales are: the Ocean Pines Asso-
ciation Recreation & Parks Depart-
ment, River Soccer Club, Delmarva
Discovery Museum, Habitat for Hu-
manity Worcester County, Food Bank
of the Eastern Shore, Stevenson
United Methodist Church, Samaritan
Ministries, Worcester County Humane
Society, LPGA Amateurs Eastern

Shore MD/DE Chapter, Kiwanis Club
of Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean City,
and Worcester Preparatory School.

“Five dollars of every ticket sold by
these community organizations will be
donated back to their nonprofit,” Rina
Thaler, executive director of the Art
League, said. “Over the past year, it has
been challenging for nonprofits to
raise funds, as many in-person
fundraisers have been cancelled due to
covid. In an effort to help other organ-
izations continue to provide vital serv-
ices that support the community, the
Art League engaged other area non-
profits and asked them to partner on
this endeavor.”

The Sand Castle Home tour has be-
come a signature event for the Art
League of Ocean City. In 2020, 1,800
people took the virtual tour, and

Thaler expects that number to increase
this year.

“It is a win-win situation,” she said.
“Ticket purchasers can support a cause
important to them while they enjoy a
fabulous tour of Delmarva’s finest
homes, without leaving their own
home.”

Additional nonprofit organizations
that would like to participate in the
Sand Castle Home Tour as a commu-
nity partner should contact Aubrey
Sizemore at aubrey@artleagueofo-
ceancity.org.

The Art League previously issued a
special code to each participating non-
profit, and anyone interested in sup-
porting that organization should
contact them for their unique code.
Ticket purchasers who use the code
will receive a $5 discount off the regu-

Business Briefs

Joins AGH

Margo Gill, MD, joins Atlantic General
Health System to provide women’s
health, including general gynecology and
primary care, for the
Berlin and Ocean City
areas. Gill provides
care for pediatrics, ado-
lescents and women
and has a special inter-
est in sexual health.

Gill takes a holistic
and inclusive approach
to patient care, with a
focus on eliminating the health in-
equities of the more marginalized popu-
lations in our community. Her diverse
experience allows her to care for a wide
range of patients.

She earned her medical degree at
University of Maryland School of Medi-
cine in 2005 and completed her resi-
dency in family medicine at the Barre

Margo Gill

Family Health Center, part of the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Memorial Health
System.

Prior to Atlantic General, Gill prac-
ticed medicine at Forest Lakes Family
Medicine in Charlottesville, Virginia, and
served as a faculty physician for the
Family Health Center of Worcester, in
Worcester, Massachusetts.

She is currently accepting new pa-
tients for family medicine and women’s
health at Atlantic General Women’s
Health in West Ocean City. Appoint-
ments can be made by calling 410-728-
1050.

Promotion

Reid Tingle, president and CEO of
Bank of Ocean City along with the board
of directors, announces the promotion
of Assistant Vice President Christina
Rogers, to senior branch manager.

With 17 years of service, Rogers has

earned certifications
from The American
Bankers Association
(ABA) in Deposit Com-
pliance and Small Busi-
ness Banking.

She is a 2020 hon-
ors graduate of Mary-
land Banking School.

Rogers is very active within the local
community and serves as a board mem-
ber for Worcester County Developmental
Center and Junior Achievement. In addi-
tion, she is the vice president of the
Stephen Decatur High School Band Boost-
ers and the treasurer of the Bishopville Vol
unteer Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary.

Bank of Ocean City is a locally-owned,
independent community bank. Estab-
lished in 1916 and headquartered in
West Ocean City, the bank has six of-
fices; three in Ocean City, one in Ocean
Pines, one in Berlin and our newest ad-
dition, in Fenwick Island, Delaware.

. mly
Christina Rogers

9
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lar price of the ticket, and the nonprofit
they choose to support will also receive
$5. Tickets are now available for pur-
chase at
www.SandCastleHomeTour.com.

In 2021, due to covid, the tour will
remain a virtual event, but has been
expanded in length to the entire month
of October. The tour will feature 10 of
the greater Ocean City area’s most cap-
tivating residences.

Tourgoers will enjoy cinematic
videos of homes and an opportunity to
hear the vision and inspiration behind
the homes directly from the homeown-
ers, builders, architects and designers
through featured videos and design
tips.

More information is available at
410-524-9433 or www.artleagueofo-
ceancity.org or www.sandcastlehome-
tour.com.

The Art League of Ocean City is a
nonprofit organization dedicated to
promoting artistic expression and ap-
preciation for the creative arts in the
community.

Edu. foundation
rebrands image

Continued from Page 21
School to support needs within the
school system.

These requests included computer
cases, carts of Chromebooks, iPads, mo-
bile hotspots with service, and a robot
for home/hospital distance learning.

Through the Worcester County Edu-
cation Foundation Teacher Grant pro-
gram, over $22,000 has been awarded
to teachers to bring innovative new pro-
grams to Worcester County Public
School classrooms. This has directly im-
pacted over 7,600 students.

Additionally, over $500,000 has
been placed in an endowment to help
fund future endeavors and continue the
foundation’s work toward its vision
while maintaining sustainability.

Visit weed.foundation to explore the
new website, brand, and see how to get
involved.

Worcester County Education Foun-
dation is committed to supporting
Worcester County Public School stu-
dents.

While Worcester County Public
Schools has over 46 percent of students
coming from homes of poverty, with an
additional 30 percent on the verge, ac-
cording to the 2020 ALICE Report,
Worcester County Public School re-
ceives the second lowest funding per
student from the state.

Worcester County Education Foun-
dation strives to enhance achievement,
both inside and outside of the class-
room, and prepare each Worcester
County Public School student, for cur-
rent and future success through the ef-
fective utilization of innovation,
relationships, and resources.
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Opinion

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

Election case ruling
will define ownership

There’s no way to know how Circuit Court Judge Sidney
Campen will rule Monday after he weighs arguments over
whether the Ocean Pines Association Board of Directors
rightfully declared would-be candidate Richard Farr ineligi-
ble to run after the election was underway.

At issue is whether a trust’s ownership of real property ex-
tends to trust beneficiaries as equitable owners for OPA
membership purposes. At the time of his filing to run, Farr
did not hold the title to his home — his father’s family trust
did — but he was an equitable owner as a trust beneficiary.

The court also will decide which of three authorities — the
association’s bylaws, the OPA charter or the declarations of
covenants, all of which reference property ownership and as-
sociation membership — holds the upper legal hand.

Although the judge’s decision on the first question will de-
cide the fate of Farr’s candidacy and, possibly, the composi-
tion of the board, his ruling on the second matter could be
even more important.

The bylaws represent how OPA members want the asso-
ciation to operate, while the charter and the covenants rep-
resent what kind of community Ocean Pines’ original
planners wanted it to be.

When the bylaws and the charter or the declarations di-
verge on specific issues, either purposely or because of over-
sights and omissions, at least one must have precedence over
the other. That’s what the judge is expected to decide.

Should he conclude that the charter, and the covenants
based on it, come first in the order of importance, the board
and the association’s bylaws committee would have some se-
rious work to do to bring the bylaws in line with the founding
documents.

Conversely, if he declares that the bylaws supersede every-
thing else, that would be even more messy, since the found-
ing documents automatically bestow membership on
equitable owners, while the current interpretation of the by-
laws would deprive them of the right to run for office — and
consequently — the right to vote.
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Letters

Farr’s lawyer on
class action

Editor,

The purpose of this letter
is to address recent develop-
ments in the [Richard D.
Farr, et al. v. Ocean Pines As-
sociation, Inc., et al. Circuit
Court for Worcester County,
Maryland Case No. C-23-CV-
21-000127] case.

The case was originally
filed by Mr. Farr, on his own
behalf and on behalf of a
“class” of plaintiffs, specifi-
cally, Ocean Pines voters who
cast votes for Mr. Farr before
the purported disqualifica-
tion decision.

The Maryland Rules allow
for a case to be filed in that
fashion (on behalf of a class
of unnamed plaintiffs) when
there are many individuals
who have been harmed in the
same way, certain other con-
ditions are met, and the
Court approves such an ap-
proach.

In this case, by way of a re-
cently filed amended com-
plaint, we eliminated the
“class action” aspect of the
case and, instead, added cer-
tain specifically named vot-
ers as co-plaintiffs in the
case.

These voters all voted for

Mr. Farr before his candidacy
was disqualified (in closed
session of the Board) and the
Board decided (in closed ses-
sion) to proceed with the
election and counting of all
votes except those cast for
Mr. Farr.

The effect of that (closed
session) decision by the
Board, in my view, partly dis-
enfranchised those voters
who had already submitted a
vote for Mr. Farr.

This is the reason why the
individually named co-plain-
tiffs have joined the case —
they are conscientious Ocean
Pines citizens who, out of
civic concern, do not want to
be disenfranchised by closed-
door decision-making at the
end of an election.

Mr. Farr’s co-plaintiffs are
not seeking money in this
case and they are not a
source for payment of my
firm’s fees (which are being
paid by Mr. Farr and, to

some degree, voluntary
donors to a fund for such
fees).

They see the board’s ac-
tions as wrong, as Mr. Farr
does, and they wish to cor-
rect those (alleged) wrongs.
It is their right to take an ac-
tive position in this regard,
just as it the right of any

other OPA member to sup-
port the Board’s side of this
case.

Unfortunately, on certain
“blogs” and perhaps else-
where in the public domain
(for example, the blog known
as “Ocean Pines Forum”),
there has been what in my
opinion is incorrect and irre-
sponsible commentary about
the adding of the co-plaintiffs
to the case, which either crit-
icizes them or baits/invites
criticism and judgment of
them.

The co-plaintiffs seek
nothing in this matter other
than vindication of their right
to cast two votes in the elec-
tion and have both of those
votes counted; they also sup-

ort Mr. Farr’s position vis-
a-vis his eligibility to run.

My sincere hope is that
none of the co-plaintiffs will
be criticized, castigated, sin-
gled out, unfairly judged, or
impugned for taking an ac-
tive stance in what is an im-
portant matter of public
interest in Ocean Pines; and
that commentary in the pub-
lic domain — about them and
toward them — will be fair,
reasonable, accurate, and re-
sponsible.

Bruce F. Bright
Attorney for Rick Farr
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The Grace Center for Maternal and Women’s Health in Berlin recently received a “Special Delivery”
courtesy of the ladies of the “Knifty Knitters” from the Ateaze Senior Center in Baltimore. Pictured
are Ronnie Schuman, representing the Knifty Knitters, Jackie Failla, nurse manager at the Grace
Center, and Jasmine Dennis, its executive director.

Crocheted blankets, dolls,
hats presented to Berlin ctr.

(Sept. 23, 2021) The Grace Center
for Maternal and Women’s Health in
Berlin recently received a “Special
Delivery” courtesy of the ladies of the
“Knifty Knitters” from the Ateaze
Senior Center in Baltimore.

Ronnie Schuman delivered several
bags loaded with handmade crocheted
blankets, hats, dolls, octopi and jelly
fish to restock the shelves of the baby
boutique at the Grace Center.

Mothers can select from items in
the boutique by using the points they
have earned by attending individual
and class sessions, keeping appoint-
ments or to meet special needs.

The Knifty Knitters met in “safe lo-
cations” throughout the pandemic in
order to be able to continue support-
ing the Grace Center by providing
handmade items as they have on a
regular basis for a number of years.

alendar

Thurs., Sept. 23

28TH ANNUAL ROBERT E. WARFIELD
MEMORIAL FALL GOLF CLASSIC

Ocean City Golf Club, 11401 Country Club
Drive, Berlin. In honor of the late Robert
E. Warfield Sr. and his loyal service to the
Eastern Shore community. 410-641-9671,
foundation@atlanticgeneral.org.

STORY TIME ‘ANIMALS IN FALL

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., Snow
Hill, 10:30-11 a.m. Stories, songs and
rhymes for 2-5 year old children. Take
home activity included. www.worcesterli-
brary.org, 410-632-2600

SNOW HILL FARMER’S MARKET
Thursdays through October - Sturgis
Park Pavilion on the Pocomoke River,
noon to 5 p.m.

INTERACTIVE STORY TIME - ‘A LITTLE BOOK
ABOUT COLORS’

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, Berlin,
10:30-11:30 a.m. Come hear a story about
the wonderful world of colors. Find your
favorite colors with the color scavenger

hunt. Take home activities included. For
children ages 2-5 years. www.worcesterli-
brary.org, 410-632-2600

ZUMBA FOR ALL LEVELS

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., Berlin, 4:30-
5:30 p.m. Join certified Zumba instructor
Joyce Landsman for an hour of move-
ment. These classes uplift and improve
mood. Register:
www.worcesterlibrary.org under
“Events.” 410-632-2600

FAMILY HEALTH NIGHT AT THE POCOMOKE
COMMUNITY GARDEN

Pocomoke Community Garden, 327
Clarke Ave., Pocomoke City, 5-6 p.m. The
library will present information on the
health benefits of herbs and a garden
story time for children. Pedal a smoothie
bike to make your own smoothie. All
ages. www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-
632-2600

BERTINO TO HOST TOWN MEETING
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, Berlin, 6-7
p-m. Guest speakers are Rebecca Jones,
Worcester County Health Officer and Lou
Continued on Page 25

OPEN HOUSES

SEPTEMBER 23 - SEPTEMBER 30 |

DAY/TIME ADDRESS BR/BA STYLE PRICE AGENCY/AGENT
Fri-Mon, 11am-4pm Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside 1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+  Condos, Towns & SF - Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate
Satureday, 11am-1pm 2 Pinehurst Rd., Ocean Pines 3BR/2BA Single Family $254,900 Power of Two/Hileman Real Estate

h' - —_ ...‘-r.‘_ - -

- ﬂ PPN - 1
Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular Ocean City Today & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. For all other REALTORS?, there is a weekly charge of $10 per listing. @E [E
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Continued from Page 24

Taylor, Superintendent of Worcester
County Schools. Jim Bunting also attend-
ing. 443-783-3248, 443-783-3248

Fri., Sept. 24

REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR 9TH
ANNUAL TEE OFF FOR YOUTH GOLF
TOURNAMENT AND FUNDRAISER

Ocean City Golf Club, 11401 Country
Club Drive, Berlin. Held Oct. 1, check-in
and lunch at 11:30 p.m. Shotgun start at
1 p.m. $80 per golfer. Registration
forms: www.playmarylandscoast.org
and Worcester County Recreation Cen-
ter by Sept. 24. 410-632-2144, Ext.
2520

DEADLINE TO SPEAK DURING VIRTUAL
OFFSHORE WIND GENERATION PUBLIC
COMMENT HEARING

Members of the public who wish to com-
ment should send an email by Sept. 24 to
susan.howard @maryland.gov. The hear-
ings, Sept. 28 and 30, will be
livestreamed on
www.youtube.com/c/MarylandPSC.

prizes. Open to all. Register: www.Berlin-
Fiddlers.com. info@berlinchamber.org,

410-973-2051

Sat., Sept. 25

2021 INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP
AT ASSATEAGUE ISLAND NATIONAL
SEASHORE

Assateague Island National Seashore -
North Ocean Beach Parking Lot, Bayside
Drive, Berlin, 7-11 a.m. Free admission to
park. Check-ins stationed under ACT and
NPS tents. Trash collection bags pro-
vided. https://fb.me/e/R6Qwq73V,
Kathy Phillips,
coastkeeper@actforbays.org

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BREAKFAST BUFFET
Whaleysville United Methodist, 11716
Sheppards Crossing Road, Whaleyville,
7-10 a.m. Includes pancakes, bacon,
sausage, scrapple, scrambled eggs,
chipped beef, hash brown potatoes, toast,
fruit and assorted beverages, $8/adult,
$4/child.
https://www.facebook.com/whaleyvil-
lechurch/, 410-641-4758

REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR SECOND
ANNUAL MARINE DEBRIS PLUNDER
Takes place Sept. 26 from 8 a.m. to 3
p-m. Pick up debris in bays, beaches and
streets and bring to the West Ocean City
Harbor for weigh-in. Pre-register:
www.mdcoastalbays.org by Sept. 24.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO
Columbus Hall, 9901 Coastal Highway,
Ocean City, 6:30-11 p.m. Doors open at 5
p-m. and bingo begins at 6:30 p.m.
Masks are required while moving around
inside. 410-524-7994

"WET PAINT’ SALE AND EXHIBIT

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., Berlin, 1:30-4
p-m. Showcasing artwork created during
the Paint Worcester County - Plein Air
event held Sept. 20-23. 410-641-0809,
curator@worcestercountyartscouncil.org

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES FISHING AND BOATING
SERVICES

Ocean City Marlin Club Inc, 9659 Golf
Course Road, Ocean City, 2:30-4:30 p.m.
An agenda will be provided closer to the
meeting date. https://ocmarlinclub.com,
410-213-1613

4TH FRIDAY STREET FESTIVAL

Downtown Pocomoke, Market Street be-
tween Front and Second streets,
Pocomoke City, 5-8 p.m. Theme is “All
That Jazz.” Featuring artists, vendors, ac-
tivities, live music by Dark Gold Jazz and
food and drinks.
downtownpocomoke.com, 410-957-1333

BERLIN FIDDLERS CONVENTION

Main St. Berlin, 2 S. Main St., Berlin, 7-
10 p.m. Friday features Gina Furtado
Project. Bluegrass musicians from across
the county vie for thousands in cash

GRACE CENTER TO HOST FAMILY FUN DAY
Stephen Decatur Park, Tripoli Street,
Berlin, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Includes vendors,
kid’s crafts, games and activities, commu-
nity resources and entertainment. Jas-
mine Dennis,
jdennis@gracematernalhealth.org,
https://gracematernalhealth.org, 443-

513-4124

FREE RESUME ASSISTANCE

Stephen Decatur Park, Tripoli Street,
Berlin, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The R.I.S.E. pro-
gram will offer help with resume tem-
plates, resume development and career
brainstorming. Held during the Grace
Center’s Family Fun Day. Wor-Wic Com-
munity College will also be in attendance
to offer enrollment assistance and talk to
the public about support and services of-
fered. lhallett@gracematernalhealth.org

JOB FAIR

Outlets Ocean City, 12741 Ocean Gate-
way, Ocean City, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Hiring
retailers will be set up in front of their
stores. Apply on the spot. Plus, get a $50
gift card when you start your new job.
https://bit.ly/33sElrf, 410-213-7898

BERLIN FIDDLERS CONVENTION

Main St. Berlin, 2 S. Main St., 10 a.m.-6
p-m. Saturday features “West King String
Band.” Bluegrass musicians from across
the county vie for thousands in cash
prizes. Open to all. Register: www.Berlin-
Fiddlers.com. info@berlinchamber.org

STEAK DINNER

American Legion #123, 10111 Old Ocean
City Blvd., Berlin, 4-7 p.m. Butcher Shop
160z. Porterhouse steak, baked potato,
salad and roll. Cost is $20. Public wel-
comed. 410-641-3760, https://www.face-
book.com/Berlin-American-Legion-Post1
23-Boggs-Disharoon-118596634897241/

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239
Ocean Parkway, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Shop for everything from fresh local pro-
duce to unique handmade artisan goods.
Open to the public.

Sun., Sept. 26

BERLIN FARMERS MARKET

Downtown Berlin, Pitts Street, Berlin, 9
a.m.-1 p.m. Sundays through September -
Located in Downtown Berlin. This week
the market will feature more than 30
farmers, bakers, distillers, food cultivator
and more. 410-973-2051

Tues., Sept. 28

STORY TIME ‘TIME FOR SCHOOL
Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch,
13 Harrison Ave., Berlin, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Stories, songs and fingerplays. Take-home
activity included. For 2-5 year old children.
www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-632-2600

STORY TIME ‘FIVE SENSES’

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 301 Market St., Pocomoke City,
10:30-11:30 a.m. Stories, songs and fin-
ger plays. Take-home activity included.
For 2-5 year old children. www.worces-
terlibrary.org, 410-632-2600

BERLIN FIDDLERS CONVENTION

Main St. Berlin, 2 S. Main St., 10 a.m.-1
p.m. Sunday features “Sunday’s Gospel
and Bluegrass Jam.” Bluegrass musicians
from across the county vie for thousands
in cash prizes. Open to all. Register:
www.BerlinFiddlers.com. info@berlin-
chamber.org, 410-973-2051

MEDITATION DELIGHTS

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, Ocean
City, 2-3 p.m. A guided meditation tech-
nique that will offer a song/mantra of
thanks in life’s seemingly small delights.
Register: www.worcesterlibrary.org
under “Events.” 410-632-2600

MID-ATLANTIC SYMPHONY: A GEROIC
RETURN

Performing Arts Ceneter - Roland E.
Powell Convention Center, 4001 Coastal
Highway, Ocean City, 3 p.m. Doors open
at 2:30 p.m. Tickets cost $45 at
https://www.ticketmaster.com/mid-at-
lantic-symphony-ocean-city-maryland-
09-26-2021/event/15005B0ACC363361.
Proof of Covid-19 vaccine required. 888-
846-8600

10TH ANNUAL SUMMER SHAKESPEARE
TOUR

Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean
City, 7:30 p.m. Free, outdoor perform-
ance of the comedy “Much Ado About
Nothing.” No tickets required. Social dis-
tancing through lawn seating, blankets
and lawn chairs are welcome.
http://www.brownboxtheatre.org, 443-
808-1215

Mon., Sept. 27

WRITING FOR WELLNESS

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, Berlin, 1:30-
2:30 p.m. Group uses exercises to stimu-
late creative expression. Andrea
Schlottman facilitates this program.
www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-632-
2600

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY (T.0.PS.)
MEETING

Promoting weight loss and healthy
lifestyle. Held via conference call, 6-6:30
p-m.. Dial 605-472-5789 wait for voice
command, then press 944874. Rose
Campion, 443-880-8884

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community Cen-
ter, 239 Ocean Parkway, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
All ladies that love to sing invited. Con-
tact Mary, 410-629-9383 or Carol Lud-
wig, 302-242-7062.

DELMARVA HAND DANCE

Tuesdays - Selbyville Elks Lodge 2173,
13324 Worcester Highway, Bishopville,
5:30-9:00 p.m. Show proof of vaccina-
tion or wear a mask. A picture on your
phone of your vaccination card is accept-
able. delmarvahanddance@gmail.com,
https://delmarvahanddancing.com

Wed., Sept. 29

REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR TEAM TRIVIA
NIGHT

Takes place Oct. 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the
Ocean Pines Community Center. Doors
open at 6 p.m. Form teams of 4-6 players.
Cash prizes. $15 per person. Registration
and payment: dwemd.org by Sept. 29.

STORY TIME ‘FOCUS ON FROGGY STORIES’
Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, Ocean
City, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Stories and songs
about frogs. An activity is also included.
For 2-5 year old children. www.worces-
terlibrary.org, 410-632-2600

VIRTUAL BOOK CLUB: ‘THE WIFE UPSTAIRS’
Join the group in discussing “The Wife
Upstairs” by Rachael Hawkins, 5:30-6:30
p-m.. Register: www.worcesterlibrary.org
under “Events.” Books are available on
hoopladigital.com. 410-632-2600

ONGOING EVENTS

LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKETS

The Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean
Pines-Ocean City will be selling their
“Lottery Raffle” tickets on Saturdays at
the Ocean Pines Farmers Market from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m., through the end of the
year. Tickets cost $20 and entitle the pur-
chaser to 365 chances to win throughout
2022, based on the Maryland “Pick 3”
daily evening drawing. Proceeds benefit
local youth. www.kiwanisofopoc.org
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Recipe for Black ‘n Bleu Picanha Salad

I hate socks. And I mean I loathe
wearing the damn things.

It will not be long before I reside
somewhere I
can walk bare-
foot into the su-
permarket
year-round; say
Hawai’i or
Costa Rica. And
if T am forced to
wear my
Olukais, then so
be it. But I was
raised around
Annapolis,
where, by tradi-
tion, there were sock burning parties
every year as we approached the
summer equinox. Barefoot or bust.

And well, in the spirit of the sock-
months approaching, I have to say
those miserable words. Summer is
over, followed by the ubiquitously
lovely phrase “local’s summer has
begun.” This would normally be a
time of revelry.

Unfortunately, because of staffing
issues and sheer exhaustion, I am al-
ready hearing that some of our fa-
vorite local places are closing early
for the season. 2021 was the busiest
summer for many of my friends and
colleagues, and they were crushed
due to surviving with a surprisingly
small work force.

I run into friends now, and they
are mere shadows of their former
selves. Hopefully, they can rejuvenate
over the fall and winter while gearing
up for next year. My fingers are
crossed, and I will remain cautiously
optimistic, though honestly, I will not
be holding my breath.

It has been a hellish two years for
those of us in the industry, and for
owners it has been a single-shot nine-
teen-month scene out of Mad Max.
Survival skills have rarely been more
apparent in some business owners. I
am proud that I made it, and I lament
those who were not able to. It literally
breaks my heart.

As I moved my daughters to
Boston last year, I was truly saddened
by the countless permanent closures
that line the streets in some parts of
that beautiful town.

Some decisions were made by the
city that wiped out many of the stand-
ing restaurants, and most people in
the general public aren’t aware of
that. Simply tragic, especially when
you calculate what these owners lost;
not simply money or jobs, but homes,
cars, property et al.

At least we can read drivel like this
and lament times past and present

By Paul Suplee,
MBA, CEC, PC-3

and celebrate the simple things in life
that make it all the worthwhile. Chef
Josh at boxcar40 ran this salad re-
cently and it is now on the menu out
there.

There is a heartiness to this other-
wise delicate salad that lends itself to
cool mornings and chilly evenings.
Yes, I said it: Chilly. My apologies.

We will get through it. We shall
survive the winter, socks be damned.

Black ‘n Bleu Picanha
Salad

serves 4
20 oz. Picanha (a Brazilian-cut
steak) trimmed and about 2-
inches thick
Blackening seasoning
Trimix, as needed
Spring mix or other greens, as
needed
Candied nuts (recipe follows)
1 c. Bleu cheese crumbles
Fried onion crisps (recipe follows)
20 ea. Blistered grape tomatoes
Vinaigrette or dressing of your
choice
1. Season the picanha with the
blackening spice and trimix. The rea-
son that I do this is because blacken-
ing spices tend to not have much salt.
If you find that it is flavorful enough,
then stick to just the blackening.
2. Place on a hot grill and cook to

the temperature of your liking, or a
little under as it is going to sit for a
few minutes.

3. Assemble the rest of the salad
except for the onion crisps, including
the dressing of your choice. Chef Josh
at boxcar4o uses a blue cheese vinai-
grette, which I absolutely love, but I
can’t give away all his secrets. This
salad works well with many dressings.

4. When the steak is ready, pull it
off and let it rest for about 10 min-
utes. There is no need to put a smok-
ing hot steak on delicate greens, as
they will immediately wilt.

5. Slice the steak and top the salad.

6. Top this with the onion crisps
and enjoy the finest of filling salads.

Candied Nuts

Makes about 2 cups

2 c. Pecans or pecan pieces
1 Tbsp. Vegetable oil

2 Tbsp. Granulated Sugar
1/4 c. Brown sugar

1. Soak the pecans in water for 15
minutes, and then drain

2. Combine all ingredients in a
bowl and then place on a sprayed
sheet pan.

3. Place in a 400F oven and bake
for about 10-15 minutes. *Make sure
that you are tossing them every few
minutes to avoid any burn edges or
burnt nuts from hot spots in the oven.

4. Remove and cool. They will still
be a bit soft but will harden as the
sugar shell cools down. If they do not,
put them back in the oven, as that
simply means that the sugar did not
get to the crack stage.

Fried Onion Crisps

Makes about 1 cup

1 c. Thinly shaved red onion

1 c. Buttermilk

1 ¢. Breader (you can make your own
or just buy it)

1. Have a fryer heated to 350F, or
oil in a pan. If doing the latter, ensure
that it does not get too hot. I always
recommend an actual fryer at home
for safety reasons.

2. Soak the onions in the butter-
milk for two minutes.

3. Pull them out, shake off excess
buttermilk, and place in the breader,
tossing them to coat evenly and
thinly.

4. Immediately place them in the
fryer and fry until crispy and golden
brown.

5. Remove to a paper towel and
allow to cool until use.

—Paul Suplee is a Professor

of Culinary Arts at Wor-Wic
Community College and owner of
boxcar4o and boxcar on main.
Visit him at www.boxcar4o.com;
www.boxcaronmain.com
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WE BUY Like New & Used Cars, Trucks & Trailers

WE PAY CASH!

RACETRACK AUTO SALES
n 410-352-5070

PREVIOUSLY OWNED VEHICLES FOR SALE

MD STATE INSPECTED - BUY HERE PAY HERE - RACETRACKOC.COM
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SMITH'S MARKET
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SERVICE

No Appointment Neccessary

Mon-Sat 8am-5:30 pm

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 - 410-352-5070
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetr;
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Classifieds appear in Ocean City Today & Bayside Gazette each week and online at oceancitytoday.com & baysideoc.com

e

Call 410-723-6397
by Monday 5 p.m.

AEE
W\

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

- Work At The BEACH..
4 Work With The BEST!!

Top wages, excellent benefits package and free
employee meal available to successful candidates.

FOOD & BEVERAGE DIRECTOR

We are currently recruiting an experienced Food &
Beverage Director to oversee and be responsible for our
busy dining room & convention center. Must have strong
management experience in a large restaurant, banquet
and/or convention services experience, ability to train
staff, excellent communication skills and ability to solve
problems. Must be able to work a flexible schedule
including weekends and holidays. Excellent salary and
benefits package. Send resume and salary requirements
to:

Clarion
Hesort

Clarion Resort Fontainebleau Hotel
10100 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MID 21842
410-524-3535
Facsimile 410-723-9109
EOE M/F/D/NV

DUNKIN’
HIRING ALL %
POSITIONS! \ Do"m

(j; g SO AMERICA RUNS ON DUNKIN'
s Startsi;ng wages are NOW HIRING!!
13.50-$15.00 depending .
on experience. Production Crew
Full time & Part time for our WOC kitchen facility
Stop by our location on Up to $18/hr.

52nd Street
or call 443-664-2825

Apply online at:
www.delmarvadd.com

Paramount Construction Services
is taking applications for a Maintenance Person to join our
organization in Ocean City, MD. Applicants must have a clean
driving record. Part of the job is picking up and delivering
supplies, warehouse and lawn maintenance, and other duties
assigned. This position is entry-level with our OC office.
Please call 443.664.7689 or send your contact information or
resume to igagliardi@paramountserv.com or
rmaynard @paramountserv.com

Multiple Year-Round
Positions for Vacasa in
Bethany Beach. (20 minutes
from OC) More info and to

2 apply: vacasa.com/careers.
NOW HIRING
Year Round Lawncare and
COOK, DRIVER & Light Maintenance
NIGHT TIME Full-time, year-round for
MANAGER condo in Ocean City. Good

pay w/health insurance.

Call Johnny @ 443-880-2486 Call 443-523-5739

or Pam @ 410-726-7061 for
interview or apply within
5601 Coastal Hwy., OCMD

CLASSIFIEDS CALL 410-723-6397

’7_‘, Hiring ALL
Chairside \__/ Positions!!
DENTAL ASS'T. i

Experience Preferred Full time & Part time
Ocean View, DE Fenwick and Selbyville

o - Locations
Email Resume: To apply go to:
molarbiz@yahoo.com www.mygeiob.com

POSITIONS INCLUDE

APPLY NOW

Family owned & operated.

BROADEN YOUR

_HARRISON GROUP RESORT HOTELS & RESTAURANTS
OCEAN CITY'S LARGEST EMPLOYER WITH 11 HOTELS & 10 RESTAURANTS & POOL BAﬁ§/// /1l
YEAR ROUND POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Employee Covid19 safety protocol guidelines practiced.

ELIGIBLE BENEFITS INCLUDE 401K PLAN & HEALTH/DENTAL INSURANCE

GUEST SERVICES, FRONT DESK MANAGERS, HOUSEKEEPING, MAINTENANCE, NIGHT AUDITORS
BUSSERS, SERVERS, BARTENDERS, COOKS, DISHWASHERS

EMAILHR@HARRISONGP.COM CALL 410 289 4444
VISIT OCMDHOTELS.COM (CcLICK EMPLOYMENT LINK AT BOTTOM OF PAGE)

ORIZON

www.oceancitytoday.com

e Convenient

* Quick
* No Waiting, No Calls
e Days, Nights & Weekends
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED SEEKING RENTAL

Weight Room Attendants
Sea Colony, Bethany Beach.
(20 minutes from OC)
Experience not necessary.
Info and apply:
vacasa.com/careers or
Jean Neal,
jennifer.neal@vacasa.com

Year-Round Help Needed
for Boat Yard. Mechanical
ability a plus. Duties include
shrink wrapping boats,
blocking up boats and
assisting technicians.
Temporary probationary
period. Must live in
Ocean City/Berlin area.
Call Dennis @ Harbor
Marine, 410-213-2296

Kocrels
Hiring Cooks (up to $18),
Security ($14), EMTs,
Audio/Video Techs,
Office Receptionists,
Boutique Associates,
Distillery Tour Guides,
Expeditors, Servers,
Cashiers, Food Runners,
Hosts, Groundskeeping,
Bartenders, Barbacks,
Prep Kitchen,
Maintenance Staff,
Head Distiller, Painter,
& Carpenter.

Part-Time Custodians

Worcester Preparatory
School, a coeducational
college preparatory day
school serving over 450
students in grades PK-12,
is currently seeking a PT
custodian to clean school
buildings daily from 3:30
p.m.- 6:30 p.m. CJIS
Background Screening
required. EOE

Contact:
Heather Parsons
410-641-3575 or

hparsons@

Apply in person or online worcesterprep.org

at seacrets.com

Church Secretary/Bookkeeper

Are you looking for an opportunity to work in a welcoming,
relaxed, supportive and spiritually vibrant environment?
Come join the staff at Buckingham Presbyterian Church in
Berlin MD! Duties include office management, staff and event
schedule coordination, worship materials and church
newsletter production, church communications and light
bookkeeping (including payroll). Must be proficient in Word,
Power Point, MS Publisher and Quick Books. Experience
with Excel, website design and social media platforms a plus.
PT, 12-15 hours/week, flex schedule.

If interested, send resume with three references (two
professional/one personal) to: Buckingham Presbyterian
Church, 20 South Main Street, PO Box 248, Berlin MD,

21811 or email to: info@buckinghampcusa.org
(subject: secretary). Resumes will be received until
October 15. Interviews will be scheduled in late
October/early November. EEO

o

Frog Bar and Grill now hiring
Cooks, Bus Boys & Food
Runners. Apply within after
9am, M-F. 221 Wicomico
St., OCVID.

RENTALS

WINTER RENTALS
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Units.
Avail Oct. 1 to May 15.
Holtz Property Management,
holtzpropertymanagement
@gmail.com

Seeking YR & Seasonal
Rentals! Call Howard Martin
Realty 410-352-5555.

WEEKLY RENTALS
AVAILABLE NOW

Poolfront.......

Efficiency

2BR Apartment.....$385/wk

4BR House........... $585/wk

Burgundy Inn
1210 Philadelphia Ave.
410-289-8581

i l
REAL ESTATE INC

Yearly & Seasonal
entals
We Welcome Pets
7700 Coastal Hwy
410-524-7700

www.holidayoc.com

Retired Single Female seek-
ing immediate year-round
rental in Ocean City, Ocean
Pines or Berlin area. 443-
754-7054

COMMERCIAL

GREAT LOCATION OFF
BUSY RT. (611) STEPHEN
DECATUR HWY.

6 hair stations, 2 pedicure
spa chairs, 2 manicure
tables, massage/esthetician
room. 1000 sq. ft. w/office,
color/laundry room. Rent
$850/month. Selling price
$8000 or best offer. Great
opportunity for anyone in the
beauty business!!! New
houses are going up in the
area and the phones ring all
the time for new service!!!
Call Terri 410-507-8390.

1 Office/Retail Space
Approximately 1600 sq. ft.
in West Ocean City.
Call 443-497-4200

STORAGE

Storage West Ocean City.
2 Garages for rent
w/attached work room.
Total 775 sq. ft.

Call John 410-726-0075.

DONATIONS

Do you have an old bicycle
not being used? It could
mean a world of difference to
a hard-working international
student. We are looking to
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at
443-975-3065.

MISSING PET

Black Cat Missing
Sept. 20 around 3201
Coastal Hwy., OC, near
McDonalds. No collar.
Please call 571-466-3917.
Reward: $200.

SERVICES

BUDGET MOVERS

443-664-5797
LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING
Full Packing Service

Piano Movers - Full Service

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

www.baysideoc.com

www.oceancitytoday.com

Work At The BEACH...
Work With The BEST!!

Top wages and excellent benefits package
available to successful candidates.

CLARION

RESORT

BY CHOICE HOTELS

Employment
Opportunities:

=
Rooms Divisi

Full Time, Year Round: Servers,

Hostess/Host, Banquet Servers,
Dishwasher, Bartender, Banquet
House Staff, Front Desk Agent,
Room Attendant, Rooms
Division Manager, Housekeeping
Supervisor, Maintenance,
Accounts Payable Clerk

Top Wages

Excellent Benefits

Clarion Resort Fontainebleau Hotel
Attn: Human Resources Dept.
10100 Coastal Highway,
Ocean City, MID 21842
Phone: 410-524-3535, ext. 7128
Fax: 410-723-9109
EQOE M/F/DNV

We are currently recruiting for a year round
Rooms Division Manager for our Oceanfront
convention hotel (250 rooms w/ 85 adjacent
condominiums). The preferred candidate
should have a minimum of 3 years hotel front
desk management with working knowledge of
housekeeping, inventory/

revenue experience, good

verbal ~ communications

and telephone etiquette.

Qualified candidates apply.

Salary commensurate with

experience. Excellent

benefits package available.

Apply in person, Mondays

through Saturdays 10am —

dpm.

PETS

Run your business

card in our

SERVICE

DIRECTORY
CALL 410-723-6397

for pricing!

MOVING SALE

Friday-Sunday, September
24-26, 10am-3pm.

No early entry. Furniture,
collectables, household
items, tools & much more.
11915 Campbelltown Rd.,
Bishopville, MID 21813.

AUCTIONS

The contents of mini
storage units will be sold
online at Lockerfox.com.

Units to be auctioned: B5/
B7/ B28/ B52/ B63/ 06/
025/ 038/ 0126 / 0141/
0148 / 029 / O115/ O164/
S16/ S32/ S185/ S214/
S737. Units are being sold
due to non-payment of rent.
Common items in units are,
household items, furniture,
tools, fishing equipment,
paintings, antique and vin-
tage items.

Date: Fri., Sept. 24, 2021
Time: 10:00AM

This will be an online
auction. Please go to
Lockerfox.com and
register.

Feel free to call 410-213-
2029 for any questions re-
garding the online auction.

English Labrador Retriever Puppies
Eastern Shore of Maryland (Deal Island Area)
Born: July 17, 2021

Looking For A Little
Puppy Love!

DNA Tested for Health
OFA Certifications for Hip,
Elbow, Heart & Eyes
AKC Registered

Text: Terry at 410-726-8002
for more info

Serving the Newspapers of
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
NETWORK

AUTOMOBILE
DONATIONS
DONATE YOUR CAR/
TRUCK/RV -
Lutheran Mission Society of
MD Compassion Place
ministries help local families
with food, clothing,
counseling.

Tax deductible.

MVA licensed #W1044.
410-228-8437
www.CompassionPlace.org

MEDICAL
ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Inogen
One G4 is capable of full
24/7 oxygen delivery. Only
2.8 pounds. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 855-835-1804.

CLASSIFIED AD
NETWORK

MISC. SERVICES

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
White-Glove Service from
America’s Top Movers. Fully
insured and bonded. Let us
take the stress out of your
out-of-state move.
FREE QUOTES!
Call: 866-314-0734

SAVE UP TO 80% ON
YOUR MEDICATION.
Eliquis, Xarelto, Viagra, Cialis
and more. Licensed and
Certified. Lowest Price
Guaranteed.

Call 833-601-1541 and get
free shipping on your first
order. (Open M-F)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

NEED NEW WINDOW
TREATMENTS? Call Empire
Today® to schedule a FREE
in-home estimate on blinds

& shades. Call Today!

866-479-2321.
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SERVICEirectory

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER
COMPLETE BODY SHOP

Auto Sales & Service * Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists
TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE

ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD ROUTE 50, BERLIN
410-641-5262 410-641-3200

CLEANING SERVICES

& Fraditey

CARPET CARE

' Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
Grout Cleaning
Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

302-436-5652

Famlly Owned and Operated Since 1983

DENTAL
DePalma Dental, ccc

Michael DePalma, D.D.S.
Errin DePalma, D.D.S.

500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3 Phone: 410-641-3222
Berlin, Maryland 21811 www.depalmadental.com

COSMETICS

A \/ Q N « cosmetics

__ e skin care
_the company for women e Vet i

 fragrances
* gifts
* & more!

CHRISTINE BROWN independent sales representative
443-234-5262

order online: www.christinesbeautyshop.com

ELECTRICIAN
Raymond O’Brocki Jr.

Master Electrician
443 691 0544 Call or Text

Same Rate Dav, Evening. Weekends

35 Years Experience

No Job Too Small! Free Estimates!
Residential/Commercial/Emergencies!
MD Lic #2268 Waorcester Co Lic #M1337

ELECTRICIAN
EMERGENCY
urner

SERVICE AVAILABLE
Electrical/Construction 41 0-251 -31 53

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICE

Services Include
Additions e Interior/Exterior Lighting

Lamp & Light Repair & Service

Wall Outlets — Microwaves ¢ Generator Installs

FURNITURE REPAIR
Peter’s Repair Shop
& Sharpening Service

Furniture Repair & Refinishing
Caning ® Rushing
Shaker Webbing

We Sharpen: Knives, Scissors, Tools, Mower Blades

Free Pick-Up & Delivery

410-603-7582

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAUL'S HOME IMPROVEMENTS

All phases of home improvements
No job too small - No job too large
Handyman Home Services

FREE ESTIMATES

Over 40 years
experience

410-641-1548

MHIC
#83501

Call Turner Today 410-251-3153
PipelLine

BERLIN * OCEAN PINES ° OCEAN CITY
HOME IMPROVEMENT
"One stop shop
for Home
Contractmg LLC
Home Improvement Services Company

Improvement”

Home Improvement Design & Bertch Cabinet Retail

* Flooring & Tile US Veterans

* Residential & Commercial Administration

* Servicing Maryland & Approved Contractor
Delaware Beaches

* Cabinets & Countertop

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

* General Carpentry &
Painting

11312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in Today!

(410) 208-1518 » (410) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net ¢ info@pipelinecontracting.net
MDHIC # 107489 « DE # 2014100304 * Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SINGER CONTRACTING LLC

Doug Singer * Interior Trim

EST. 1970 & Finish

Ui » Structural Repair
icensed & Insured .

0.C.#30544 * Kitchens * Baths

DE#1999201949 « Ceramic Tile

» Windows & Doors
* Drywall Work

Fenwick Island, DE# 04-1489

MHIC#68306
410-208-9159
E-mail: singerco45@gmail.com Cell: 410-726-1040
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AT SENSIBLE PRICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

- |l |
I | |
| Istablished 1977

Home Improvement, Inc.

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

MENTAL HEALTH
R

-y

.
oy
11022 Nicholas Lane \I

Unit 2 Suite 1 Village Square Center |
medications / week & weekend appts.

children / adolescents / adults / geriatric r‘|

MOVING SERVICES
MOVERS

The Area’s Moving Gompany
LOCAL . ENTIRE EAST COAST

Residential or Office or Commercial
Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move
Single ltem or Certain ltems or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797

Female Owned & Operated

www.Facehook.com/ochudgetmovers

40+ Years in Business Licensed & Insured

And More We accept MC/Visa el compassionate & holistic care (I
(410) 641-3762 J°
Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured ®» MHIC #8465 | i ‘ r - <
PAINTING PAINTING

PAT’S PAINTING IN THE PINES
Reliable and Affordable Painting

SPECIALIZING IN CABINET PAINTING
Delaware ~ Ocean Pines ~ Ocean City ~ Berlin
[/] Drywall Repairs
[] House/Deck Staining [/] Wallpaper Removal
[V] Custom Painting

410-641-5957

Resident of Ocean Pines

_ [/] Powerwashing

Free
Estimates

Licensed
& Insured

¢ CusTOM PAINTING

* DRYWALL REPAIRS

¢ WALLPAPER REMOVED
* DECK & HOUSE

Zimmerman
& SonLLc

STAINING
Painting & Powerwashing ¢ ALwWAYS PROMPT
Interior & Exterior SERVICE
Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured
NOW ACCEPTING

10% Discount with this ad. CREPIT CARDS!

Bill Zimmerman

410-390-5528 ~ cell 443-373-4539

BAYSIDEOC.COM
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PRINTING & DESIGN

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER

OPEN
Mon.-Fri.
9am-5pm

Full Business Center
Custom Gifts

Graphic Designs

Retail Gift Items
Wedding Print Services

If:opy?:entrul I
~

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

11065 Cathell Road * Ocean Pines
410-208-0641 -+ copycentral@verizon.net

REAL ESTATE

PauL Cook [

410-289-4000

PAUuL@SEASHORE.REALESTATE
WWW.SEASHORE.REALESTATE

REALTOR®
DE, MD, VA

£

Omne Agent Serving COLDWELL BANKER

REAL ESTATE

g - | II\:Ilcholas
reziosipys

()

410-251-0637
[\ OceanCitySOLD.com

OCNickP@gmail.com COLDWELL

BANKER

410.524.6111

DE, MD, VA REALTY
= RSPS 410-524-6111
® == PauL.Cook@CBREALTY.COM
B2 Pl imoserit 8
_

FREE Estimates

ROOFING e GUTTERS @ SIDING ® WINDOWS
DOORS e SUN TUNNELS @ SKYLIGHTS

T AILZAN
American

RoOoOfing <o

Bernle Flax

iate Broker, REALTOR
cs ss ABR® SRS® HOC®

Cell: 410-629-9070
www.bernieflax.com
Email: bernie@bernieflax.com

L

7501 Coastal Hwy., Ocean City, MD 21842 - Office: 443-552-7579

REAL ESTATE

* AT THE BEACH

COASTAL LIFE

REALTY GROUP

EXTERIQOQRS
Shingle Roofs * Metal Roofs - Flat Roofs
Family Owned & Operated

FREE ESTIMATES
108 Moss Hill Ln., Salisbury, MD 410-831-3938
32295 Nassau Rd., Lewes, DE 302-200-7663

ROOFING

* 0 Payments m

* 0 Interest PARADISE

* 12 Months
* Free Estimates  410-430-2583

ROOFING - SIDING

WINDOWS - DOORS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MHIC 114960- Insured- Affordable

.............

Your Roofing, Sidlng & Home Improvement
Specialist Since 1989

ROOFING e SIDING » DURADEK * WINDOWS e GUTTERS

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946
10545 Friendship Road, Unit 3, Berlin, Maryland 21811
mmoesle @shoresidingmd.com
www.shoresidingmd.com

*Licenced in MD, DE &VA

GRAND OPENING!
CHRISTINA’S ~

Antiques, Thrifts and More §= i

THRIFTS & MORE

Adding New Items Every Day!

Come Check Us Out at
A 11934 Ocean Gateway, Suite 9
Ocean City

i Monday-Saturday, 10am-5pm

443-859-5812

MVA LICENSED

Open Open Mon® Fris; 9-2 & We

-
" TRADER LEFE’ mﬁu.
E 9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGH

WHOLESALE FOOD & PRODUCTS

BulkMores*

Candy- Food . Pet-Wellness

o~ Outlets Ocean City
{ 410-781-1797  BulkMore.com

YOUR BUSINESS
Your
Business
Card Here!

Call Nancy
410-723-6397

Call NANCY Today At 410-723 6397 or PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE'

https://www.oceancitytoday.com/classifieds/

$15.00/20 Z
50.5 words,

0 per word &
after 20 words B
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Please Join Local Author y

MARY CHRISTINE STROBEL

For a Meet & Greet and Book Signing
of Her Nationally Recognized Book,

Stuffing Cotton

Friday 24th, 12-6 * Saturday 25th, 10-6 * Sunday 26th, 10-3
at the Berlin Fiddlers Convention
in the Garden of the Atlantic Hotel
2 North Main Street, Historic Berlin

=k

“Become immersed into the inconceivable struggles this heroic mother and her
children endure just trying to get through one day knowing the next and every
day after that one will be the same or worse. In this age that seems to be without
heroes, one finds in reading Stuffing Cotton, that there are people leading heroic
lives and enduring superhuman challenges all the while not losing their faith in
God and humanity. In short, Stuffing Cotton is a novel about modern day heroes,
heroes that can be measured against any in the history of the human race and

found to be among those at the very pinnacle of the limit of human endurance.”

Dr. Mitchell Stickler
Cape Henlopen Dermatology

“There are times when lifé'slams us with Such troubles that we feel we are
drowning and there is N0 @Nego, throw WS @'life jacket. Stuffing Cotton tells a story
of a lifetime of challenges that WouldOverwhelm the strongest among us. Itis a
story of a mother's love, determination, and bravery. A story that pits deepest fear
against unwavering faith. A story that will bring you to the edge of endurance; you
may just see the trials in your own life in a whole new light.”

Bill Cecil, M. Ed.
Wounded Writing Repair Shop

“Stuffing Cotton is a heart wrenehing novel about how life can be cruel and painful.
It is.a painful picture of the truth that sometimes God does not thogse o Féscue
us from the valley, but He instead chooses to walkalong side us as we journey
through it."

Pastor Daryl McCready
Sonrise Church

Mary-Christine Strobel, known as Christine is the wife of the love of her
life, Michael Strobel. She is the mother of four, stepmother of two, and
grandmother to nine. Beginning at an early age, the energetic Christine’s
love of competitive swimming shaped her into a self-disciplined, driven,
and highly motivated individual, preparing her to face a host of rare

- adversities that few people could withstand. Christine’s heart’s desire is
t'ro e to share lessons learned on her journey that others can implement,
sparing them the heartbreak of trial and error.

Sponsored by Mike’s Flooring & Design Center
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