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Berlin adds third parcel to Heron Park RFP

(Dec. 16. 2021) After issuing a re-
quest for proposals for parcels 57 and 
410 in Heron Park last month, the 
Berlin Town Council on Monday 

agreed to add a third section, parcel 
191, to the package. 

Mayor Zach Tyndall said an in-
quiry was made about adding parcel 
191 during a pre-proposal meeting 
and site tour held for interested par-
ties on Nov. 15. The lot encompasses 
just over 1.5 acres. 

 “It’s the area where we had the 
single stream recycling,” he said. 

Town officials are seeking lease or 

purchase offers for parcels 57 and 410 
that total 16 acres of the overall 63-
acre Heron Park. 

Tyndall said after parcel 191 was 
mentioned during the November site 
tour, he offered to present the request 
for council consideration. 

Berlin bought the land, which was 
the site of the former Tyson poultry 
plant located on Old Ocean City 
Boulevard  for roughly $2.5 million in 

2015 from Berlin Properties North, 
which counts Councilman Troy Pur-
nell among its ownership. 

Berlin is paying $200,000 annu-
ally through 2045 to clear that debt. 

Town Administrator Jeff Fleet-
wood said parcel 191 sits directly be-
hind Croppers Towing. 

“There is a structure on the prop-
erty … that houses a significant 

Interested parties inquire 
about additional property, 
so town makes it available
By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer
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SWEET TREAT 
John and Barbara Oltman take delight as their grandson, Kingston Oltman, 7, taste tests his cookie creation during the “Gingerbread Man Decorating” 
event at the Ocean Pines Community Center on Friday.

Rental rules 
talk gets into 
property rights

(Dec. 16, 2021) Concerns about 
limiting property rights were a key 
point during a discussion of regulat-
ing short-term rentals during the 
mayor and council meeting on Mon-
day. 

Mayor Zach Tyndall said the intent 
was reviving earlier talks to ascertain 
what points council members feel 
should be included in a short-term 
rental ordinance. 

“Before we get [Planning Director] 
Dave Engelhart and [Attorney] Dave 
Gaskill sharpening their pencils,” he 
said. 

Tyndall suggested the ordinance 
should provide for an appeals process 
before the Housing Board of Review 
for short-term rental license viola-
tions or suspensions. 

Councilman Jack Orris noted an 
earlier point regarding an emergency 
contact for rentals. 

“We talked about a contact person 
within 30 minutes of the location,” he 
said. 

Police Chief Arnold Downing said 
a better approach would be requiring 
an emergency contact person to re-
spond in a timely manner if problems 

Main obstacle to ordinance 
regulating short-term units
By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

Perrone tells critic he’s staying put 
(Dec. 16, 2021) Repeating a scene 

from November’s board meeting, 
longtime Ocean Pines resident Roelof 
“Dutch” Oostven last week asked 
both association President Larry Per-
rone and Vice President Colette Horn 

to resign from their posts. 
During the board meeting on Sat-

urday, Oostven returned to double 
down on the request. 

“I had quite a few calls about my 
statement,” he said. 

Oostven estimated 80 percent of 
the members he spoke to voiced 

agreement with his sentiments aired 
in November. 

“What I’m saying, for the year 
2022, is that we have to get a new 
start without you and the vice presi-
dent,” he said. 

Oostven estimated eight staff 

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer
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arose. 
“The big thing is upon notification 

they give us a response with a proper 
time of arrival,” he said. “Sometimes 
the situation can be handled by 
phone.” 

Councilwoman Shaneka Nichols 
asked if rental licenses could be dis-
played both inside and outside of 
properties. 

Engelhart said rental licenses could 
be numbered to ease tracking for vio-
lations of town code. 

“If there are issues, it could be re-
ported based on the license number,” 
he said. 

Tyndall agreed that rental licenses 
should be posted inside the home with 
a number that correlates to an outside 
display for cross-reference. 

An earlier talking point about limit-
ing short-term rentals to an owner’s 
primary residence opened a prolonged 
exchange with a pair of Berlin home-
owners in attendance. 

Engelhart said the initial discussions 
for a rental ordinance included an an-
nual 180-day residency requirement. 

“The idea for that was that we didn’t 
have an investor or group of investors 
buy six or seven homes all in a row on 
one street,” he said. 

The goal is to protect the character 
of neighborhoods, Engelhart said. 

Questioning the wisdom of the pri-
mary residency requirement was resi-
dent John Watson. 

Watson said short-term rentals help 
promote the town, regardless of the 
precise amount of time owners reside 
on site. 

“They’re still paying taxes [and] it’s 
still their property,” he said. “They still 
have a vested interest in making sure 
that it’s being maintained properly.” 

Watson failed to see an issue if 
short-term renters are respectful to the 
town. 

Watson suggested restricting home-
owners to marketing a single short-

term rental as opposed to a primary 
residency rule. 

“Maybe let people own one home 
but drop the 180 days,” he said. “You 
might be excluding some people you 
don’t intend.” 

Also taking issue with the 180-day 
rule was resident Gabriel Sergeant. 

Sergeant, whose primary residence 
is in Baltimore County, recently pur-
chased a second home in Berlin with 
her husband. 

“We’re not in a position to own two 
homes,” she said.  

Renting their Berlin property for 
short-term uses enables the family to 
cover mortgage costs, Sergeant said. 

Prior to investing in property, the 
Sergeants conducted extensive re-
search online, specifically on Airbnb. 

“One thing stood out …the reviews 
are absolutely outstanding,” she said. 
“They’re not young people coming to 
party.” 

Councilman Dean Burrell said an 
alternative approach would be to limit 
property owners to a single short-term 
rental. 

Tyndall asked Engelhart if Berlin 
has areas with a proliferation of short-
term rentals. 

Despite Engelhart stating Berlin 
currently has few short-term rentals 
within town limits, Burrell advocated 
taking a proactive stance. 

“That maybe the case today, but 
what about tomorrow … if we don’t put 
regulations in place to prohibit just 
that,” he said. 

Englehart said although a larger 
number of short-term rentals are ad-
vertised online, the bulk are in the 
Berlin area, with only about a dozen in 
town limits. 

Tyndall asked if the town could 
limit the number of rental licenses is-
sued. 

Gaskill questioned the legality of 
such an approach. 

“You’re getting on shaky ground,” 
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Berlin Council member Troy Purnell, left, absorbs a point from Town Administrator Jeff Fleetwood, 
while council member Jack Orris, below, keeps track of the proceedings during the Town Council 
meeting on Monday.

Short-term rental regs run 
up against property rights
Continued from Page 1

See REALTORS Page 3



(Dec. 16, 2021) The residential 
planned community going up at the in-
tersection of Old Ocean City Road and 
Greenridge Lane in West Ocean City 
received a few more thumbs up from 
Worcester County earlier this month.  

On Dec. 1, the Planning Commission 
gave a favorable review to the site de-
velopers of Shady Side Village for their 
request for an amended setback on the 
property and to install a private road on 
the property. 

On Dec. 7, the county commission-
ers received that recommendation, 
unanimously concurred and approved 
a request to reduce the community 
from a proposed 37 townhomes to 33 
“townhouse and duplex units,” as De-
velopment, Review and Permitting Di-
rector Jennifer Keener described it.  

The private road was the biggest de-
velopment for the community. The ap-
proval means the road will not be the 
responsibility of the county to main-
tain. 

“Basically, every lot has to have 
frontage on a county road,” said attor-
ney Hugh Cropper, who represents 
landowner Kathy Clark and Shady Side 
Village LLC. 
“There’s a law that says within a devel-
opment, you can have an approved pri-
vate road built to county standards. So 
they’re just doing (that), which means 
that the homeowners association will 
be responsible for its maintenance, not 
the county.” 

The road, Keener said during the 
commissioners meeting, differs “from 
the county roads RPC standard,” which 
is what required the commissioners’ 
approval.  

The 860-foot road will consist of 69-
foot and 75-foot spurs. 

Commissioner Jim Bunting asked at 
one point if there’s a chance the road 
will come back into the county’s care. 

“If the county were to take it over, 
they’d have to rebuild it to county road 
standards or come back for (the com-
missioners) to add this road design to 
the county road specifications,” Keener 
replied. “We recommended that they 
go this route. I don’t believe it is 
planned (that the road will switch 
hands).” 

Shady Side Village has been in the 
works for nearly four years. The project 
is a redevelopment of an existing prop-
erty. The 4.82-acre site is surrounded 
by a motel, trailer park and commercial 
area.  

In 2020, architect Keith Iott said 
there would be three recreation areas in 
the community that would include phys-
ical fitness areas and more general recre-
ation suchas corn hole and badminton.

he said. “People have property rights.” 
Colin Zimmerman, with the Coastal 

Association of Realtors, suggested the 
council start small in terms of rental 
regulations. 

“If the problems are noise, health 
and safety, solve those problems,” he 
said. 

Zimmerman recommended assur-
ing occupancy limits are adhered to 
and that renters are respectful to the 
surrounding community. 

“That’s going to solve 99 percent of 
your problems,” he said. “Don’t start 
by limiting private property rights for 
people that live in your town.” 

Burrell doubled down on the need for 
proactive measures to address potential 
complaints tied to short-term rentals. 

“We maybe at this point [are] look-
ing for a solution to a problem we don’t 
have, but somewhere down the road 
there will be a property owner that 
comes to us and complains,” he said. 

Burrell said residents had sent texts 
that evening to share concerns. 

“I just got a text … saying the biggest 
issue is we will lose our neighbor-
hoods,” he said. 

Nichols concurred, also noting re-
ceiving texts that evening from resi-
dents worried about short-term rentals 
introducing a steady stream of un-
known visitors to their neighborhood. 

Nichols said some property owners 
view short-term rentals as an infringe-
ment on their rights. 

Nichols said second-home owners 
should not be allowed to negatively af-
fect the character of the community. 

“Until you can live here, this is not 
your home, you’re visiting and allow-
ing people to pay your mortgage for 
you,” she said. “People are saying this 
is not what we want for Berlin.” 

Watson argued short-term rentals 
would help promote Berlin to a wider 
demographic. 

“We’ve identified that we don’t have 
a current problem,” he said. “I do look 
at my neighborhood like Mayberry 
[and] don’t want the whole community 
to be a bunch of Airbnbs.” 

Watson expressed doubts that 
short-term rentals would proliferate in 
Berlin as the majority of single-family 
home owners are not interested in 
renting out their digs. 

Watson said a balance should be 
struck to permit a limited number of 
short-term rentals in Berlin.  

“It’s another family that comes to our 
town and says, ‘I love it here, I might 
want to live here one day,’” he said. 

Nichols said boundaries need to be 
established. 

“If you keep flipping it enough, the 
problems that we don’t have will 
arise,” she said. 

Watson said Berlin is a resort desti-
nation town. 

“That’s Ocean City,” Nichols 
replied. “Many people move here be-
cause they don’t want to be in a tourist 
area.” 

Tyndall, who noted differing opin-
ions, said that evening’s discussion 
points would be incorporated into a 
draft ordinance for council review and 
a public hearing early next year. 

“I think we’ve got a good idea of the 
main components that need to be in a 
short-term rental ordinance,” he said.
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Realtors say take small steps first

Shady Side Village gets OK 
to build and keep own road
By Jack Chavez 
Staff Writer
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Shady Side Village will be built on the southwest corner of Old Bridge Road and Greenridge Lane 
in West Ocean City. The residential planned community, nearly four years in the works, received 
approval from the Worcester County Commissioners on Dec. 7 to build a private road on the prop-
erty.



members or elected officials have quit 
under the current board leadership. 

“We cannot go the way you’re 
wanting to go,” he said. 

Oostven also took issue with OPA 
legal counsel Jeremy Tucker. 

“Why do we have a lawyer 200 
miles away from Ocean Pines,” he 
said. 

More important than proximity, 
Oostven said the association’s legal 
counsel has repeatedly provided un-
sound advice, most recently with the 
pending litigation brought by dis-
qualified board candidate Rick Farr. 

“It cost us money, at least $25,000 
before the insurance kicked in,” he 
said. 

Oostven espoused support for 
Farr’s candidacy. 

“I hope the judgment is in his 
favor, so that you people learn a les-
son,” he said. 

Despite Perrone declining the re-
quest to step down last month, Oost-
ven reiterated his wish on Saturday.  

“I ask you to quit,” he said. “You’re 
not the right man for Ocean Pines.” 

For his part, after declining public 
comment last month, on Saturday 
Perrone aired it out. 

“I didn’t respond last month out of 
respect,” he said. 

Still, following the meeting in No-
vember Perrone spoke to Oostven to 
dispel any notions of resigning. 

Perrone also questioned Oostven’s 
assertion about motivating resigna-
tions. 

“I don’t know who these eight peo-
ple are that you think that I forced to 
resign,” he said. “You need to get your 
facts straight.” 

Perrone was also quick to deflect 
sole responsibility for engaging in the 
court battle with Farr. 

“The board made decisions on the 
litigation we’re involved in,” he said. 
“You have seven people up here who 
make the decision.” 

As Oostven attempted to chime in 
with additional comments, Perrone 
raised his voice to end the exchange. 

“I can guarantee you that neither 
the vice president nor I will be resign-
ing,” he said. “Thank you, your time 
is up.”

GREG ELLISON/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Ocean Pines Association President Larry Perrone responds after Roelof “Dutch” Oostven requests 
his resignation during the Board of Directors meeting on Saturday.

Critic harangues Perrone, tells him to resign
Continued from Page 1
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amount of water resources,” he said. 
Fleetwood said if the section were 

lumped into the Heron Park request 
for proposals (RFP), relocating sup-
plies such as water valves and fire 
hydrants would have to be ad-
dressed. 

“We need to think long and hard 
about a storage facility,” he said. 

Jimmy Charles, who was pro-
moted to Director of Public Works 
that evening, noted the locale hosts 
raw materials such as stone and sand 
not available elsewhere in town. 

Tyndall said depending on the na-
ture of proposals submitted the site 
might prove a less-than-ideal storage 
location in the future. 

“We also need to weigh those op-
erational things we do now with the 
existing site,” he said. 

Council member Jay Knerr 
adopted a conservative approach. 

“We should wait to see what kind 
of proposals we get for the RFP,” he 
said. 

Tyndall said if parcel 191 were 
added, it would be in the same man-
ner as parcels 57 and 410. 

“We can approve those individu-
ally but it’s also allowing whoever is 
interested to look at the property 
more holistically,” he said. 

Council member Dean Burrell 
voiced support for including parcel 
191 in the Heron Park RFP. 

“It could always be withdrawn,” he 
said. 

Councilwoman Shaneka Nichols 
also backed the proposal, albeit with 
some reservations. 

“As long as we’re not locking our-
selves in,” she said. 

Tyndall confirmed with Town At-
torney Dave Gaskill that adding the 
third parcel would not require formal 
action by council. 

“We will add parcel 191 to the RFP 
and send that to parties that have ex-
pressed interest,” he said. 

On a related note, last Friday 
Berlin announced the Maryland De-
partment of Housing and Community 
Development had awarded the town 
a demolition fund grant for 
$500,000 to cover costs for removing 
the former Tyson poultry plant.

GREG ELLISON/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Council member Dean Burrell, left, voices support for including parcel 191 in the recently issued 
Heron Park RFP, while Mayor Zach Tyndall takes notation during the Berlin Town Council meeting 
on Monday.

Council adds parcel to plan 
to sell some park property
Continued from Page 1
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Pines GM updates budget,  
capital projects, bulkheads

(Dec. 16, 2021) In addition to dis-
cussing the 2022/23 fiscal year 
budget process, Ocean Pines General 
Manager John Viola also provided 
updates on bulkhead repairs, 
drainage work and audio system en-
hancements during the board meet-
ing on Saturday. 

Viola said next fiscal year’s pro-
posed budget figures have been re-
viewed and signed off on by all 
department heads. 

“The good news is we’re actually 
ahead of schedule,” he said. 

The Budget and Finance Commit-
tee are slated to receive budget 
binders before Christmas. 

Viola said the pending budget 
process faces unique challenges. 

“There are headwinds,” he said. 
“Inflation ... has raised its head 
again.” 

Rising costs for goods and services 
are likely to add a degree of difficulty. 

“It will impact the proposed 
budget,” he said. “I’m trying to break 
out the effect of inflation on each de-
partment.” 

Additionally, an increase in mini-
mum wage is also at play. 

“It’s a big number for us,” he said. 
Viola said besides aligning with 

higher minimum pay, the association 
has also faced challenges recruiting 
and retaining staff. 

Although not approved last ses-
sion, Maryland’s General Assembly is 
expected to pass legislation in 2022 to 
mandate reserve balances for home-
owner associations. 

“It will have an impact on our as-
sessment premiums,” he said. 

As introduced last year, the state 
legislation would require homeowner 
associations to conduct a survey of 
asset values. 

Association President Larry Per-
rone said from all indications the leg-
islation would be considered again in 

2022. 
“We don’t know what the legisla-

tion will require,” he said. “We won’t 
have years to get it adjusted.” 

On a brighter note, Viola said there 
are also tailwinds likely to aid budget-
ing. 

“We have a surplus that we recog-
nized last year,” he said. 

Viola also noted higher revenues 
from amenities and improved depart-
mental bottom lines evidenced during 
the current fiscal year. 

“We are favorable, and we have in-
creased revenues,” he said. 

In line with the prior year, Viola 
said the association is currently oper-
ating with a budget surplus. 

At this point, Viola said the associ-
ation needs to weigh options to lower 
assessment charges or stash funds in 
reserve to account for potential new 
state mandates. 

In terms of current financials, Pub-
lic Works Office Manager Linda Mar-
tin reported the association closed 
October $72,000 favorable to budget. 

October figures included revenues 
favorable by $149,000 with expenses 
running $77,000 higher than bud-
geted. 

Martin said the year-to-date fig-
ures through October reflect a net op-
erating surplus of $1.3 million, 
including revenues over budget by 
$1.2 million and expenses under by 
$150,000. 

Turning to capital projects, Viola 
said the previously budgeted addi-
tional pickleball courts are now mov-
ing forward. 

“We finally received the permits for 
the pickleball courts at the Racquet 
Center,” he said. 

After permits were received, bid 
packages for the project were sent to 
four area contractors. 

Viola said the pickleball court ad-
ditions should be completed before 
next summer. 

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

See VIOLA Page 6
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Ocean Pines General Manager John Viola reviewed a host of projects and current financials during 
the Board of Directors meeting on Saturday.



(Dec. 16, 2021) Berlin Planning 
Commission members held a concept 
review for Florida-based Decks & 
Docks Lumber Company to develop a 
one-acre lot on Franklin Avenue last 
Wednesday. 

Regional Manager Brian Basye 
said Decks & Docks are a leading sup-
plier in the marine construction and 
decking industry. 

“We are the leaders in the areas 

that we operate,” he said. 
Basye said Decks & Docks, which 

launched in 1991 in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, supplies contractors and 
homeowners with building materials 
for outdoor enhancements. 

“It would not be a large retail cen-
ter,” he said. “It’s a very specific type 
of contractor we’re working with.” 

Decks & Docks marketing is not 
aimed at retailing building materials 
for new construction. 

“We’re a supplier who would work 

with contractors in this area,” he said. 
“The property would be an ideal lum-
ber yard.” 

Since current ownership took over 
Decks & Docks in 2005 the outfit has 
expanded to 20 locations in seven 
eastern seaboard states. 

Basye estimated decks and railings 
account for 36 percent of sales, with 
lumber totaling 25 percent followed 
by pilings at 15 percent and seawall at 
11 percent. 

Basye said the Franklin Avenue 
property is currently underutilized. 

“We could do more with it,” he 
said. 

Basye also said fencing would be 
required to keep materials stored 
outside secure. 

Unlike typical building material 
supplies, the majority of lumber 
stocked is treated, so outdoor storage 
would not require overhead covering. 

Basye said access would be re-
quired for a 15-foot right of way to 
gain side road access from Franklin 
Avenue for loading needs. 

Planning Director Dave Engelhart 

said the internal road right of way is 
shared with an adjacent property and 
is not town-owned. 

Basye said site plans have not yet 
been developed but would ideally 
commence following the concept re-
view. 

“We’re not sure what you need to 
see,” he said. 

Basye said the site is less expansive 
than other Decks & Docks locations 
but would provide sufficient space for 
operations. 

“It’s small for us but we could 
make it work,” he said. 

Engelhart said after discussing a 
number of available parcels with 
Basye, the Franklin Avenue spot was 
deemed ideal due to being zoned B-3 
light industrial. 

“We looked at other spots when 
Brian first came in two months ago,” 
he said. 

Commission member George 
Austin Purnell echoed the overall 
support for the project. 

“It would be nice to have a func-
tioning business back there,” he said.
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Berlin Planning considers lumber yard pitch
By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer
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Decks & Docks Lumber Company Regional Manager Brian Basye and Nicole Smith presented the 
Berlin Planning Commission a concept review for a proposed location on Franklin Avenue last 
week.

Viola provides board budget 
projections, project previews 

Viola also presented a recommen-
dation to install a hybrid video system 
in either the Golf Clubhouse or the 
Assateague Room in the community 
center. 

The association previously con-
tracted Mid-South Audio to install 
comparable equipment in the board 
room in the administration building. 

“We used it for the budget process 
last year and I thought it was great,” 
he said. 

The proposal would involve Mid-
South installing a custom table with 
built-in microphone and cameras, 
which would be integrated with the 
existing system and work with Mi-
crosoft Teams. 

The cost would be $15,000 to install 
the equipment in either location, with 
the Assateague Room costing an addi-
tional sum for a projector and screen. 

Viola also reviewed recent work 
completed on the North Gate Bridge.  

On Dec. 9, wooden bridge beams 
were power washed with holiday dec-
orations added to spruce up appear-
ances. 

Following a pair of recent accidents 
on the bridge, cost estimates were 
prepared to either repair or relocate 
the guard shacks. 

Viola said it would cost roughly 
$2,500 to repair or remove guard 
shacks, while relocating the structures 
to White Horse Park would run about 
$12,000. 

Viola recommended repairing and 
maintaining the shacks in their tradi-

tional spot. 
“You can see we’re cleaning it up,” 

he said. 
Additional recommendations of-

fered included adding LED floodlight-
ing for all four corners of the bridge.  

“We would light up the bridge and 
approach on both ends,” he said. 

Looking at upcoming bulkhead re-
pair work, Viola said approximately 
2,000 square feet along Pintail Drive 
and Pintail Park is slated for attention 
next spring. 

The total cost at $425 per square 
foot would be $850,000. 

To guarantee pricing rates stay un-
changed, Viola requested the board 
grant early approval for the next 
round of repairs. 

“This is the same drill as last year,” 
he said. “We did it last year to lock in 
prices and we had savings.” 

Switching to drainage work, Mar-
tin said high density polyethylene 
pipes intended for installation under 
three roads, — Sandyhook, Beaconhill 
and Pinehurst — are now on site. 

Martin said the drainage work was 
delayed after it was discovered utility 
lines running under the roads would 
require relocating. 

Worcester County Public Works 
estimated costs at $76,000 to relocate 
utility lines, with materials running 
$50,000 and installation around 
$170,000. 

“The total for this portion is 
$297,000,” she said. 

Martin said the project is intended 
to wrap by early spring.

Continued from Page  5
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County schedules 
hearing for zoning 
reclassification

 

(Dec. 16, 2021) The Worcester 
County Commissioners agreed on 
Dec. 7 to hold a public hearing regard-
ing the reclassification of 8.34 acres in 
Berlin from resource conservation 
area (RCA) to limited development 
area (LDA). 

The public hearing will occur at the 
second commissioners meeting of the 
new year, on Jan. 18, Chief Adminis-
trative Officer Weston Young said. 

The property is along the 8200 
block of Stephen Decatur Highway, 
east of Ayres Creek. Representatives 
for Todd Burbage, owner of Ayres 
Creek Farm LLC, and the lot in ques-
tion, claim that a mapping mistake re-
sulted in the RCA classification. 

“When initially mapped, this prop-
erty was designated as (RCA) due to 
the conditions and environmental as-
pects present at the time of mapping,” 
a memo from Department of the En-
vironment natural resources admin-
istrator Jenelle Gerthoffer stated. 
“The RCA designation within the Crit-
ical Area Program is the most restric-
tive and is characterized by wetlands, 
forests, agricultural lands and various 
other nature-dominated environ-
ments.” 

Gerthoffer’s memo states that at 
the time it was initially mapped, the 
land did not qualify for LDA designa-
tion, but significant changes in the 
surrounding area have occurred since 
that justify reclassification, such as 
shifts in housing density, land use and 
the presence of public sewer and 
water. 

Attorney Hugh Cropper, who rep-
resents Burbage, said that as far as 
he’s aware, there are no plans to make 
any changes to the property—this is 
simply about changing a zoning error 
made decades ago. 

“The purpose of the reclassification 
is to bring the current use and condi-
tion of the property in conformance to 
what it should be,” Cropper said. “It’s 
really correcting a mistake that hap-
pened in 2002.” 

At the Planning Commission’s No-
vember meeting, Cropper argued that 
the property should have been desig-
nated as LDA when the Critical Area 
maps were created because the prop-
erty and area within the Critical Area 
Zone included a clubhouse that 
served an adjacent golf course. 

The commission voted 4-1 in favor 
of reclassification. 

Should it be approved after the 
public hearing, the reclassification 
will bring the land and the structures 
on it into conformity with the LDA 
classification, Cropper said. 

The parcel has a long history of dif-
ferent uses. It was originally farm-
land, part of a 99.06-acre assemblage 

By Jack Chavez 
Staff Writer

See CONSERVE Page 8



(Dec. 16, 2021) The Ocean Pines 
Board of Directors received a prelim-
inary summary of data compiled 
from the recently completed property 
owners’ survey during its meeting on 

Saturday. 
Strategic Planning Committee Co-

Chair Bernie McGorry said 1,838 sur-
vey responses were received by. the 
Nov. 15 deadline. 

“The headline here is to thank the 
property owners for the tremendous 
engagement,” he said. 

The overall tally far exceeded the 
previously stated goal of 1,000 
replies. 

“We’re working on a … long-range 
plan for Ocean Pines,” he said. 

McGorry said the committee was 
aiming for a minimum of 500 re-
sponses from full and part-time resi-
dents. 

Although the mark was reached 
for both segments, full-time owners 
outpaced part-timers by 1,127 to 684. 

Electronic or online survey re-
sponses significantly outpaced hard 
copy replies by 1,773 to 65.  

“We really expected more hard-
copy surveys  to be completed,” he 
said. “We had put them throughout 
the community to make them readily 
available.” 

In terms of age ranges, McGorry 
said most respondents were between 
61-70 years of age, followed by 71-
80, which narrowly outpaced ages 
51-60. 

Among the survey aims were iden-
tifying issues of highest importance 
to property owners, ranking values 

and receiving feedback on strengths 
and weaknesses. 

“We wanted to really look at the 
overall satisfaction number one,” he 
said. 

McGorry said survey results indi-
cate that 95 percent of residents are 
either somewhat, very or extremely 
satisfied. 

“Overall, Ocean Pines residents 
are very satisfied and they’re very 
likely to recommended Ocean Pines 
to others,” he said. 

Further, McGorry said 68.5 per-
cent indicated being very or ex-
tremely satisfied 

“The numbers speak for them-
selves,” he said. 

In total, 83 percent would recom-
mend Ocean Pines as an ideal loca-
tion to live for family or friends. 

Survey rankings for the top five is-
sues of importance start with 95.2 
percent listing safety as very or ex-
tremely important, followed by main-
tenance of infrastructure at 94.2 
percent, community aesthetics at 
89.8 percent, assessment fee value at 
83.1 percent and customer service at 
83.2 percent. 

McGorry said customer service 
ranked lower than assessment fee 
value on a 1-5 scale at 4.13 to 4.18. 

“Customer service ranked fifth,” 
he said. “It’s something that we want 
to get better at.” 

The top five issues of importance 
are all at least meeting expectations. 

“Safety was rated slightly above 
expectations,” he said. 

McGorry noted amenities failed to 
make the top five in terms of issues of 
importance to residents. 

“People love the amenities, but a 
lot of people don’t use them,” he said. 
“They support continued investment 
in current amenities as opposed to in-
vesting in new amenities.” 

The survey also ranked commu-
nity values. 

“We benchmarked other commu-
nities,” he said. 

McGorry credited committee 
member Helen Johnson for taking 
charge to research similar home-
owner associations in the region. 

Topping the value list was in-
tegrity, with 86.4 percent ranking as 
very or extremely important, fol-
lowed by accountability at 82.2 per-

cent, collaboration at 76.3 percent 
and sustainability at 74 percent. 

In terms of the community’s 
greatest challenges, transparency be-
tween the association and members 
ranked first at 86.7 percent, followed 
by infrastructure issues at 84.5 per-
cent. 

Next on the list was collaboration 
between the board and general man-
ager at 80 percent, responsiveness to 
member requests followed at 76.9 
percent, with enforcement of regula-
tions at 66 percent. 

McGorry said transparency, infra-
structure and collaboration were seen 
as the top three challenges. 

“The good news is transparency 
and collaboration don’t cost a lot of 
money,” he said. 

Turning to amenities, McGorry 
said a minority of residents expressed 
interest in improving walkways, 
adding a fitness center and improving 
street lighting. 

“My conclusion here is, in general, 
there was only lukewarm interest for 
any new or improved amenities,” he 
said. 

In terms of next steps, McGorry 
said further analysis is planned. 

“We want to look at the data more 
in the next two months,” he said. 

Later this month, the committee 
will present a report to the Ocean 
Pines Executive Council, which is 
comprised of advisory committee 
chairs, and then a summary would 
be published in the January newslet-
ter. 

McGorry also recommended hold-
ing a town hall meeting in February 
to answer questions from residents. 

McGorry said the full results of the 
survey should be posted on the asso-
ciation website in March. 

Up through March, the Strategic 
Planning Committee will continue 
crafting long-range recommenda-
tions to present to the board in July.  

Director Doug Parks, noting in-
tegrity was listed as a high priority by 
residents, suggested the committee 
provide more details for future board 
reference. 

“How do you measure … evaluate 
and, obviously, report on integrity?” 
he said. “I would ask the committee 
for insights … so we could make a de-
cision if we had to.”
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Ocean Pines survey highlights challenges
Strategic Planning Co-Chair 
Bernie McGorry presented 
summary of data on Sat. 

By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

GREG ELLISON/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Strategic Planning Committee Co-Chair Bernie 
McGorry reviewed a preliminary summary of a 
property owners’ survey during the Board of Di-
rectors meeting on Saturday.

Conserve designation ‘mistake’
known in the county tax record as 
Parcel 80.  In 1996, the planning com-
mission approved site plans to turn 
Parcel 80 into a golf course, which 
eventually became the former Pine 
Shore South Golf Course. Today, its 
former clubhouse serves as the head-
quarters for the Maryland Coastal 
Bays Program. 

“Everybody’s happy (with the cur-

rent situation),” Cropper said. “There 
are no plans to change that.” 

Parcel 80 is now known as Ayres 
Creek Family Farm, which was pur-
chased out of foreclosure by Burbage 
in 2014. 

In 2017, Burbage abandoned an 
idea to convert the area into camp-
grounds and at the time said he was 
planning to move his family onto the 
property.

Continued from Page 7
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(Dec. 16, 2021) the Berlin Town 
Council reviewed the following topics dur-
ing its meeting on Monday. 

Arts and Entertainment  
Council members approved the es-

tablishment of a Berlin Arts and Enter-
tainment Committee.a 

Mayor Zach Tyndall said the entity will 
revive efforts undertaken in the past. 

“We have had an Arts and Entertain-
ment Committee in the past [but] it’s 
been an informal structure as it relates 
to our other town committees,” he said. 

Tyndall said Maryland Arts and Enter-
tainment Districts are designed to foster 
community involvement and tourism tied 
to creative ventures. 

“It will promote Berlin by attracting au-
diences, artists, arts organizations and 
other creative enterprises,” he said. 

Tyndall said committee members 
would implement strategies supported 
by the Arts and Entertainment District 
program. 

“Members should devote attention to 
creating and supporting a diverse artistic 
and cultural atmosphere that preserves 
a sense of place,” he said. 

The advisory committee will be com-
prised of five members serving two-year 
terms. 

Tyndall said the committee would pro-
vide recommendations for council con-
sideration. 

“The committee shall provide an an-
nual report to the mayor and council,” he 
said. 

Employee holiday bonus 
Council member Troy Purnell pro-

posed reinstating a holiday bonus for 
town staff. 

“I realized that we have not given any 
employee bonuses out for the last two 
years,” he said. 

Purnell said Berlin gave employees 
$500 Christmas bonuses in both 2016 
and 2017. 

“I’d like to see the $500 reinstated 
for this year,” he said. 

After Tyndall proposed compiling num-
bers for the payments before approving 
the payments, Purnell quickly estimated 
the cost at about $37,400. 

“There’s room in all the contingency 
funds … but I don’t want to wait, I want 
to do it tonight,” he said. 

Tyndall said the town had recently dis-
tributed $50 gift cards to town staff. 

“If we wanted to reinstate bonuses 
from the past, allow us to put those 
numbers together for the next meeting,” 
he said. 

Councilman Dean Burrell said the 
next meeting would not take place until 
after the New Year. 

“Did you make a motion?” he asked 
Purnell. 

After confirming Purnell’s motion, Bur-
rell offered a second to approve a one-
time $500 payment for town staff. 

Councilman Jack Orris recommended 
the issue be revisited during upcoming 

budget discussions to avoid future last-
minute approvals. 

Council member Jay Knerr proposed 
cutting the sum in half. 

“The fact that it’s an unbudgeted 
item, I would recommend $250,” he 
said. “Troy, are you willing to compro-
mise?” 

Purnell held his ground, with both Bur-
rell and Councilwoman Shaneka Nichols 
also voting to pass the measure, with 
Knerr opposed and Orris abstaining. 

Aid for Kentucky 
Electric Utility Director Tim Lawrence 

said Berlin was contacted by American 
Municipal Power to help with disaster 
cleanup in Kentucky in the wake of the 
tornados that wreaked havoc on the re-
gion this past weekend. 

“I received a request today from AMP 
to provide mutual aid to the state of Ken-
tucky for all the damage that occurred 
down there,” he said. 

Lawrence said officials estimate 
roughly 8,000 utility poles were leveled. 

“We would be included with multiple 
municipalities in the rotation,” he said. 

Lawrence said initial estimates are 
two to three months to address the dam-
age. 

“Crews would go for a week and then 
maybe return again,” he said. “If council 
approves, we would be leaving in early 
January.” 

Lawrence said Berlin has helped 
other locales when disaster struck. 

“I look at it like if there’s a point … 
where we need their help, I could pick up 
the phone and they would be here in a 
minute,” he said. 

Charles promoted  
Town Administrator Jeff Fleetwood aid 

the council approved the promotion of 
Jimmy Charles to Director of Public 
Works.  

“Jimmy has been employed with the 
town a little over  10 months as superin-

tendent of public works,” he said. “This 
evening the mayor and council have gra-
ciously promoted Jimmy to the director 
level.” 

No smoking ordinance 
Council members voted unanimously 

to approve a no smoking ordinance for 
town parks. 

Tyndall said rules and regulations for 
Berlin park facilities would be amended 
to include the smoking prohibition. 

Town Attorney Dave Gaskill said the 
ordinance is fairly straightforward. 

“We’re just adding a rule to the parks 
that prohibits smoking or vaping of to-
bacco products, medical marijuana, ille-
gal substances or any other substances 
in the town parks, “ he said. 
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Berlin Briefs
By Greg Ellison 
Staff Writer

GREG ELLISON/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Jimmy Charles was promoted to director of Public Works by the Berlin mayor and Town Council dur-
ing its meeting on Monday.
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(Dec. 16, 2021) The Worcester 
County Commissioners on Dec. 7 nar-
rowly passed an updated capital im-
provement plan by a vote of 4-3, along 
the same lines other recent CIP votes 
have fallen.  

“Bond rating agencies look closely 
at the (CIP) as a financial tooling plan 

for the county,” said senior budgeting 
accountant Kim Reynolds. “This doc-
ument is not a guarantee of funding for 
any specific project. It’s a working doc-
ument.” 

Reynolds then highlighted some of 
the changes that have been made, in-
cluding the removal of tourism build-
ing renovation, Mystic Harbour 
sanitation service area projects have 

been combined, and two Ocean Pines 
maintenance projects have been com-
bined.  

One resident spoke to the commis-
sioners about the long-debated addi-
tion of a new athletic sports complex in 
the CIP.  

Ocean City resident and former 
Ocean City Councilman Vince Gisriel 
said he found it “very disturbing” to see 

it on the report. 
“In 2017 you had a study done that 

indicated to you that ... you would have 
to subsidize it with government funds 
by 25 percent,” Gisriel said. “If people 
who responded to surveys from that 
study indicated that there was a con-
cern that the Mid-Atlantic region was 
already oversaturated with these facil-
ities. … You wisely in my judgment 
made a decision to defer that.” 

Gisriel said he was “sad to say” that 
Ocean City then went out to seek an 
opinion from those same consultants. 
Gisriel said he’s been trying to get that 
study for “months” but only a week ago 
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No year-round: White Horse updates bylaws
(Dec. 16, 2021) The White Horse 

Park Community Association received 
confirmation from the Worcester 
County Commissioners on Dec. 7 that 
its members can update its declara-
tions to state that long-term offseason 
dwelling in the RV and mobile-home 
community is prohibited. 

The new language states that be-
tween Sept. 30 and April 1, no one 
may remain on the property for more 
than 30 consecutive days or a total of 
60 days. 

The WHPCA has long been at odds 
with about 30 of its 465 residents 
who have been living on their prop-
erty year-round. 

In 2019, the commissioners 
started enforcing a restriction on the 
residents that stipulated the same 
terms from the declarations they ap-
proved earlier this month. 

Affected residents contended that 
simply moving to another location for 
half the year was infeasible due to 
various hardships. 

After failing to work around the 
county by promoting new legislation, 
the residents sued the county on the 
grounds that the county gave up its 
right to fine the residents for violating 

the rules since it was common knowl-
edge at the park that these residents 
were still in the community during 
the offseason. The community asso-
ciation joined the lawsuit on the 
county’s side soon thereafter. 

Attorney Hugh Cropper, who rep-

resents the full-time residents of 
White Horse Park, called the com-
missioners’ ruling “punitive.” 

“My opinion on this case is the 
same as what it was two years ago — 
the commissioners should have made 
exceptions or variances for the people 

who live at White Horse Park full 
time for many, many years,” Cropper 
said. “This sort of continued effort to 
enforcement, in my opinion, is not 
necessary. There are still people in 
there who deserve to stay there until 
they voluntarily leave or pass away.”

By Jack Chavez 
Staff Writer

JACK CHAVEZ/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The Worcester County Commissioners approved the White Horse Park Community Association’s request to update their declarations to conform with 
the county code and bar residents from living in the community year round on Dec. 7. The ruling means that residents may not stay on their property 
within the community more than 30 straight days or a total of 60 days, from Sept. 30 to April 1.

Commissioners narrowly pass amended CIP
By Jack Chavez 
Staff Writer

See CIP Page 11

Melson’s
Funeral Services &
Cremation Services

Ocean View Chapel
38040 Muddy Neck Road

Ocean View, DE
302.537.2441

Long Neck Chapel
32013 Long Neck Road

Millsboro, DE
302.945.9000

Frankford Chapel
43 Thatcher Street

Frankford, DE
302.732.9000

LOCAL ART • VINTAGE
UNUSUAL • ANTIQUE

ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE

302.927.0049
On the corner, south of the stoplight

33034 Main St., Dagsboro

Call or Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
or email: jaynesreliable@gmail.com

Last Shopping Day of the Year
Sun, Dec 19th

Reopening Fri, Jan 14th  & back to 
Fri-Sun 10-4pm schedule



(Dec. 16, 2021) Ocean Pines Board 
members on Saturday honored retir-
ing Senior Executive Assistant 
Michelle Bennett.  

During a regular board meeting, As-
sociation President Larry Perrone 
thanked Bennett for ‘her hard work 
and dedication over the last decade.” 

Bennett would have celebrated her 
10th year with Ocean Pines in April. 
She resigned on Nov. 30.  

“Unfortunately, Michelle Bennett … 
has tendered her resignation,” Perrone 
said. “Most people probably don’t 

know, but Michelle works very closely 
with the board in addition to working 
directly for the general manager, so we 
have a little something for Michelle.” 

Perrone presented Bennett with a 
thank-you plaque, and board members 
posed for a photo with her. 

General Manager John Viola re-
leased a statement about Bennett’s res-
ignation on Dec. 3. 

“I am writing to you all today to an-
nounce the resignation of Michelle 
Bennett, effective Dec. 28, 2021. 
Michelle has been a trusted, highly val-

ued member of Ocean Pines Associa-
tion for almost 10 years and has pro-
vided the General Manager’s Office 
and the Board of Directors with excel-
lent service.  

“She has received an employment 
opportunity that will enable her to uti-
lize her accounting experience fully,” 
Viola said. “Michelle has been a great 
asset to Ocean Pines Association and 
will be missed very much. Please join 
me in wishing the very best to Michelle 
in her new career endeavor.” 

Bennett also released a brief state-
ment, last week.  

“I am excited to join a local private 
family-owned business, where I will 
utilize my accounting experience 
fully,” she said. “I have enjoyed serving 
the Ocean Pines community for almost 
10 years and will miss working with 
the team.”
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OPA Board members honor Bennett

CIP includes athletic complex
was it released by the Maryland Sta-
dium Authority. 

The report raises a lot of red flags, 
he said, including that that it lists mul-
tiple site locations and all but one re-
quire some sort of government 
subsidy.  

“They just don’t make a profit,” Gis-
riel said.  

Commissioner Chip Bertino asked 
if the county administration had finally 
determined if Project Open Space 
money would be available for an ath-
letic complex. 

“The short answer is there is money 
available,” county Chief Administra-
tive Officer Weston Young said. “The 
question now is how much or what the 
number is. We’ll have to look it up, but 
there’s (money) open for acquisition. 
It limits what you can do with the 
money because (this money) comes 
with strings.” 

Weston said the money could even 
depend on how much space goes to 
land acquisition. There could be a lot 
of strings for a little amount of money, 
he said, depending on the property’s 
cost and what the program is willing to 
pay.  

Bertino went on to point out that 
what’s a headache for northern 
Worcester County could be a welcome 
shot in the arm for the southern half. 

“If what we’ve been told is true, that 
this will be a boon for the area, I ques-

tion that,” Bertino said. “I’m not sub-
scribing to that. But if that is the case 
and … I believe we have not provided 
enough emphasis to the southern part 
of this county, this could be a huge un-
dertaking and given the challenges 
that exist below Newark in the south-
ern part of the county … the results in 
the southern part of the county would 
be an asset and boon for an area that 
for so long has not gotten the attention 
I believe it deserves.” 

Bertino stressed he still doesn’t be-
lieve government money should be in-
volved at all.  

Bertino then moved to accept the 
amended CIP but remove from it the 
athletic sports complex and public 
safety building, the motion failed 3-4. 

Commissioner Nordstrom then 
moved to accept the amended CIP as-
is, which passed 4-3. Commissioners 
Bertino, Ted Elder and Jim Bunting 
opposed an exact inverse of the first 
vote. 

Commissioner Joe Mitrecic closed 
the public hearing with a reminder 
about a similar costly project that isn’t 
receiving opposition. 

“I will say that—and I cannot leave 
this alone—that this sports complex 
was a little over $15 million, which is 
what the addition to Stephen Decatur 
Middle School is costing us as opposed 
to what the $1 million it would have cost 
us when we built that building,” he said. 
“So I do have to bring that forward.”

Continued from Page 10 PHOTO COURTESY OPA 
Ocean Pines Association Board honors retiring 
Senior Executive Assistant Michelle Bennett.
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County funds park upgrades for $1 million
(Dec. 16, 2021) The Worcester 

County Commissioners on Dec. 7 ap-
proved $1 million in spending on 
local parks and playground infra-
structure, including $860,000 for the 
Northern Worcester Athletic Com-
plex lighting project. 

The breakdown of the spending 
besides the lighting project is 
$55,000 for fencing extension and a 
batting cage at Showell Park, 
$35,000 for the batting cage at John 
Walter Smith Park and $25,000 each 
for the Stockton Park fencing project 
and the bullpens at the Northern 
Worcester Athletic Complex. 

Only one of the three soccer fields at 
the athletic complex has lights, said 
Recreation and Parks Director Kelly 
O’Brien-Rados. That has led to its over-
use and the county having to turn away 
people trying to reserve playing time. 

“This is separate from any (existing 
Project Open Space) application,” she 
told the commissioners. “It does follow 
very similar policies with the exception 
that it is 100 percent reimbursable.” 

Project Open Space, Maryland’s 
top land reservation program, stipu-
lates that projects must be located on 
land owned or controlled by the 
county, be 100 percent accessible to 
the general public and be used for de-

velopment — not acquisition. 
Acceptable uses entail design, con-

struction and capital equipment for 
both indoor and outdoor park infra-
structure. 

“And to the greatest extent, it must 

be completed within (FY22),” Rados 
said. 

The fencing extension for the 
Showell Park project is intended to 
protect people by the concession 
stands from batted balls. 

By Jack Chavez 
Staff Writer

JACK CHAVEZ/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The Worcester County Commissioners approved a request for $1 million in funding for four park projects around the county on Dec. 7, including two 
at the Northern Worcester Athletic Complex off Route 113 in Berlin, which will install lights on two soccer fields and bullpens for the Senior League 
baseball field.

Veto override to stop county 
ICE detainee program in ’22

(Dec. 16, 2021) Worcester 
County’s days of housing federal im-
migration detainees are officially 
numbered. 

In an anticipated move during a 
special session of the General Assem-
bly last week, members of the Demo-
crat-heavy legislature voted to 
override Gov. Larry Hogan’s veto of a 
bill that imposes a solid end date to 
the state’s participation in a federal 
program that provides funding to the 
county to house people detained on 
immigration matters. 

House Bill 16 requires the two 
counties — Worcester and Frederick 
— that still hold contracts with the 

U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Agency, or ICE, to end 
them by Oct. 1, 2022. 

The measure passed the legislature 
last session, but Hogan’s veto kept 
the counties’ participation in the pro-
gram alive. Majority votes in both the 
House and Senate on Dec. 7, how-
ever, overrode the veto, thus cutting 
off a large chunk of the Worcester 
County jail’s annual revenue. 

The move was expected, but will 
still force county officials to finagle 
the budget for the detention center to 
make up for a loss that at one point 
exceeded $5 million annually. 

According to a letter the county 
commissioners sent in February to 

By Mallory Panuska  
Staff Writer
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(Dec. 16, 2021) The N.O.E.L. 
(Nothing Other than Eating and Lov-
ing) Community is excited to be able 
to provide food for area residents for 
Christmas again this year.    

While a big part of the Christmas 
Day dinner, now in its 24th year, al-
lows for entertainment and social 
gathering, the group has again modi-
fied its outreach this Christmas to en-
sure safety for everyone involved.   

On Thursday, Dec. 23, between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and noon, the 
N.O.E.L. Community will distribute 
bags filled with non-perishable goods 
and some traditional food items to 
prepare at home.   

A special bag will be provided for 
those who are not able to prepare 
food at home.  

Bags will be distributed at St. 
Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church 
on Third Street and Baltimore Av-
enue, at the main entrance to the 
Church Hall (separate entrance than 
Shepherd’s Crook).   

Those picking up bags are asked to 
wear masks. 

For more information about the 
N.O.E.L. Community or this event, 
contact the office at St. Paul’s by-the-
Sea at 410-289-3453. To make a do-
nation to the N.O.E.L. Community, 
send to: The N.O.E.L. Community 
c/o St. Paul’s by the Sea, 302 N. Bal-
timore Avenue, Ocean City, Maryland 
21842.   

The NOEL Community provides 
outreach year-round to local pantries 
and social service agencies in the 
area.

members of the Eastern Shore dele-
gation, the detention center housed 
roughly 200 immigration-related de-
tainees under contract with ICE since 
1999. The program generated signif-
icant revenue for the jail, accounting 
for $5.1 million of its total $9.2 mil-
lion budget in fiscal 2019, $3.5 mil-
lion in fiscal 2020 and $4 million in 
fiscal 2021. 

The 2022 budget included a little 
under $1.5 million from the program, 
a $2.5 million decrease from the pre-
vious year, in anticipation of the pas-
sage of House Bill 16.  

Hogan’s veto allowed the county to 
get through another budget cycle be-
fore the contract ends, but Tuesday’s 
override brought it back to the chop-
ping block. 

County officials said during budget 
talks that they will be considering the 
need of every position within the jail 
to make up for the lost revenue.  

Del. Wayne Hartman (R- 38C) and 
Sen. Mary Beth Carozza (R-38) 
fought hard to continue the program 
last session. They opposed the pas-
sage of the bill and even tried to pass 
an amendment to exempt Worcester 
County, to no avail. 

Hartman cited concerns with not 

only the loss of revenue for the deten-
tion center, but with safety, as he said 
the detainees who are housed in the 
jail are serious criminals who will be 
released without the program. 

Carozza has said that the passage 
of the bill paves the way for Maryland 
to become a sanctuary state. Hogan 
also made that point in his veto letter 
in reference the overall immigration-
related bill. 

“As I have stated throughout my 
time in office, I remain steadfast in 
my opposition to any legislative or 
regulatory efforts that would hinder 
cooperation with federal law enforce-
ment and make Maryland a sanctu-
ary state,” he said in the letter. “It is 
neither the state’s, nor the legisla-
ture’s, place to decide whether to 
comply with federal law and regula-
tions.” 

Supporters of the legislation have 
said it is needed to fix the state’s bro-
ken immigration enforcement prac-
tices, which have resulted in people 
fearing for their lives and safety. 

Kim Moses, Worcester County’s 
public information officer and the 
only member of the staff authorized 
to speak to the press, did not return a 
request for comment in time for this 
story.
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Jail received millions from federal program 
Continued from Page 12

FILE PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Members of the General Assembly voted last week to override Gov. Larry Hogan’s veto to a bill that 
ends a federal program that provides money to Worcester County to house immigration detainees. 
The program is set to end in October, stopping payments in the millions to the county jail.
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Talkie briefs commissioners on construction
(Dec. 16, 2021) Talkie co-CEOs 

and brothers Andrew and Andre De-
Mattia stopped by the Worcester 
County Commissioners meeting on 
Dec. 7 to offer updates on their com-
pany’s efforts to connect the whole 
county to high-speed internet. 

At their starting point of Dun 
Swamp in Pocomoke City, Talkie’s of-
fice, which will be the main head-
quarters for their broadband services 
in the county, has been fully con-
nected for about two or three weeks, 
Talkie co-CEO Andrew DeMattia 
said. 

When it comes to the northern end 
of the county, Bishopville is the area 
they’re targeting to hit first. 

“We got our remote electronics in 
just last week, which is a remote cen-
tral office … that deploys the internet,” 
Andrew DeMattia said. “We’re going 
to be putting it into Bishopville. We’re 
thinking it’ll take about three months 
to get power up to it. We haven’t 
(talked to) the local power company … 
but we’re assuming they’re all pretty 
similar. These remote cabinets will 
give up about a 12-mile reach. Every 
24 miles is about where these remote 
cabinets need to be put.” 

“We’re expecting three or four re-
mote cabinets in the entire county, 
which will cover (all of Worcester). 
From there we just build out from the 
cabinet to the different rural areas.” 

Commissioner Jim Bunting asked 
about northern county aspects of 
their update and a possible timeline 
for connections. 

“I think we’ll know more after 
today,” Andrew DeMattia said. “The 
remote cabinets generally take about 
six to eight months to get and we or-
dered that a long time ago. That came 
in, we just got our cement slabs, some 
parts we need.” 

But they expect it to be January, 
added Andre DeMattia. 

“Once the (remote control office) 
is turned on, once that’s ready to go, 
the construction will start building 
the conduit out and that’s when 
everyone will be hooked up,” Andre 
DeMattia said. “We have a lot of de-
mand in Bishopville, a lot of home-
owners associations we’ve spoken to 
and they’ve contacted all their neigh-
bors and everyone’s signed up.” 

Andre DeMattia pointed out also 
that grant money, while it’s coming, 
has not been released yet and the 
work they’re doing is all on their dime 
at the moment. 

Commissioner Ted Elder asked 
just how much grant money is out 
there for Talkie, to which Andre De-
Mattia said there’s $67 million for all 
of Maryland and Delaware and $6.6 
million for Worcester County. 

Much of the cost they’ve had to 
deal with so far has been room and 
board for their workers. They also 

said they did not anticipate that being 
so expensive in Worcester County. 

“We’re hoping the (Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund) money to be re-
placed next month,” Andre DeMattia 
continued. “But with the federal gov-

ernment, all can you do is sit and 
hope.” 

In addition, $2.6 million is coming 
from last year’s infrastructure grant 
through Maryland, but it has yet to be 
released.

By Jack Chavez 
Staff Writer

PHOTO COURTESY WORCESTER COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
Representatives from Talkie Communications, local residents and Worcester County Commissioners Josh Nordstrom, Diana Purnell and Ted Elder cel-
ebrate hooking up seven residents on rural Dun Swamp Road in Pocomoke City to broadband internet on Nov. 15. While work in the southern half of 
the county continues, Talkie is now also setting its sights on the northern half and, specifically, the Bishopville area.

County accepts merged and 
updated critical area codes

(Dec. 16, 2021) Three months after 
the Worcester County Department of 
Environmental Programs introduced 
plans to merge the Atlantic Coastal 
Bays and Chesapeake Critical Area 
programs, the commissioners unani-
mously approved those changes on 
Dec. 7. 

The bill now goes to the state Crit-
ical Area Commission for review be-

fore coming back before the commis-
sioners for final passage. 

The new legislation was discussed 
during a special legislative session in 
which no resident volunteered to 
speak in support or opposition. 

“The legislation was prepared to 
update the code to reflect changes in 
state laws since the ordinances were 
last comprehensively updated,” Envi-
ronmental Programs Director Bob 

By Jack Chavez 
Staff Writer
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Mitchell told the commissioners. “It 
was also done to simplify the pro-
gram for our citizens, contractors and 
property owners. It will also provide 
parity for the Chesapeake Bay critical 
area property owners for items that 
we have approved in use for coastal 
bays critical properties. 

“Again, it simplifies the code and 
combination of ordinances and up-
dates according to state law that have 
happened since the previous adop-
tion of the local ordinance. It does not 
include additional regulations over 
and above what the commissioners 
have agreed to in prior amendments.” 

Mitchell also provided the com-
missioners with transcripts from two 
town halls regarding the updates — 
one in the southern county and one 
on the north end. 

Jenelle Gerthoffer, natural re-
sources administrator for Environ-
mental Programs, gave a 
presentation that highlighted the 
components of the updates.  

“The big question is why now? 
There’ve been changes to the state 
critical area law, some of which have 
not been reflected in our county ordi-
nance,” Gerthoffer said. “The Critical 
Area Commission recently completed 
a county-model ordinance, which has 
given us this opportunity to update 
our local code.” 

Some changes include an ex-
panded and mitigated buffer estab-
lishment within resource 
conservation areas, the term “lot cov-
erage” now replaces the term “imper-
vious surface,” added after-the-fact 
variance language like when fined 
and notified violators go in front of 
the Board of Zoning Appeals and lan-
guage used to protect significant 
habitat areas within the Chesapeake 
Bay Critical Areas will now be used 
for their Atlantic bays counterparts as 

well.  
Any growth allocations will still go 

to the Planning Commission before 
the county commissioners.   

While no county residents spoke, 
the Maryland Coastal Bays Program 
did submit a letter of support that 
Mitchell read. 

“It is our understanding that this 
update will result in a clearer pro-
gram for the public, provide a more 
efficient program for county staff to 
administer and not result in any re-
duction or protection in the coastal 
bays critical area,” the letter read. The 
Atlantic coastal bays critical area … is 

an essential aspect of our shared 
commitment to the conservation and 
restoration of Maryland’s coastal 
bays. It helps to ensure there’s a bal-
ance between the pressures of devel-
opment and the protection of 
shoreline, habitats and wetland qual-
ity.”
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ALDI slated to open in Berlin this Thursday

(Dec. 16, 2021) The grocery store 
chain ALDI will open its first store at 
11330 Samuel Bowen Blvd. in Berlin 
on Dec. 16, as part of its aggressive 
national expansion. 

ALDI operates more than 2,100 
stores in 37 states and is on track to 
become the third-largest U.S. grocery 
retailer by store count by the end of 
2022. 

The ALDI business model is inten-
tionally different. ALDI focuses on of-
fering shoppers the best products at 
the lowest possible prices, and Berlin 
shoppers can make that assessment 
for themselves when the new Berlin 

store opens on Thursday, at 8:30 a.m. 
The store will be open daily from 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m.  

“We are excited to open our first 
ALDI location in Berlin and intro-
duce area shoppers to the high-qual-
ity, fresh foods we offer at low prices 
in every aisle of the store, every day,” 
said Jeff Baehr, Frederick regional 
vice president for ALDI.  

“The ALDI business model is de-
signed to provide exceptional prod-
ucts at unbeatable prices, and we look 
forward to serving Berlin customers 
for many years to come,” Baehr con-
tinued.   

For the past 10 years, ALDI has 
held the title of “Value Leader” 
among U.S. grocery stores, according 
to the Market Force Information U.S. 
Grocery Competitive Study. 

Unique German discount 
grocery chain store first for 
company in Worcester Co.

JACK CHAVEZ/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The grocery store chain ALDI will open its first store at 11330 Samuel Bowen Blvd. in Berlin, on 
Dec. 16.
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Snapshots
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CHARACTER DAY 
Students at Worcester Preparatory School celebrated spirit week Oct. 4-9, by dressing accordingly 
to each day of the week’s theme. Pictured, standing from left during Character Day, are Brice 
Richins, Jarett Sofronski, Marshall Mumford, Austin Cannon, Jordan Willey and Riley Schoch, and 
kneeling, Bennett Tinkler, Anderson Taylor and Tristan Weinstein. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Students at Worcester Preparatory School celebrated spirit week Oct. 4-9, by dressing accordingly 
to each day of the week’s theme. A mixture of upper school grades joined in on the Harry Potter 
theme. Pictured, standing from left during Character Day, are Morgan Schoch, Lily Baeurle, Ava 
Nally, Annie Carter, Sophie Haines, Sumira Sehgal, Natalie Brushmiller and Izzy Huber, and knelling, 
Anna Carpenter, Morgan White, Claire Windrow and Caitlin Williams.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

CLASS COLORS 
Students at Worcester Preparatory School celebrated spirit week Oct. 4-9, by dressing accordingly 
to each day of the week’s theme. Pictured, from left, showing off their class colors, are freshmen 
Nazli Vnal, Jayden Scopp, Danielle Carr, Avery Roselle, Lilly Doran, Maxine Ruggerio, Emma Zajdel 
and Bella Marinelli.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Students at Worcester Preparatory School celebrated spirit week Oct. 4-9, by dressing accordingly 
to each day of the week’s theme. Pictured, from left, showing off their class colors, are seniors Na-
talie Brushmiller, Sophie Haines and Anna Carpenter.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

PUMPKIN PALOOZA 
Oakley’s Mobile Pumpkin Palooza out of Hebron, Maryland, visited Worcester Preparatory School on Oct. 18. Pictured, from left, are Georgia 
Duffie, Ellie Bookwalter, Lilly Brittingham, Carter Merryman, Wesley DeVito, Emery Anthony, Emily Leiner and Adee Carmean. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Oakley’s Mobile Pumpkin Palooza out of Hebron, Mary-
land, visited Worcester Preparatory School on Oct. 18. 
Pictured, are Emily Hafeli, Elle Wilsey, Madison Andrews 
and Kristie Carr.
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BABY BOUTIQUE 
Several members of the “Knifty Knitters” group from the Ateaze Senior Center in Baltimore recently delivered 
hand-crocheted items for the Baby Boutique at the Grace Center for Maternal and Women’s Health in 
Berlin.  The group has been providing items such as baby blankets, hats and dolls for Grace Center clients 
for several years. Pictured are Knifty Knitters Ronnie Schuman, Gerrie Smith, Janet Kivett and Bobbie 
Hollingsworth, accompanied by Amy Mike, a volunteer and former board member at the center.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

ATHLETES RECOGNIZED 
Stephen Decatur High School Premier Driving School Athletes of the Month for October were seniors Tristan Dutton (cross country) and Emma Johnson 
(volleyball). They are pictured with Premier representative Kelly Sisk and Principal Tom Sites. 

PHOTO COURTESY D.J. LANDIS, SR.E 

GUEST SPEAKER 
Billy Hamilton, owner of Hamilton Physical 
Therapy in Pennington Commons, left, was 
recently the guest speaker for the Kiwanis Club 
of Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean City at the 
weekly Wednesday 8 a.m. meeting in the 
community center. He is pictured with Kiwanis 
Club President Tim Lund.  

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

SCIENCE LESSON 
Verena Chase with Assateague Coastal Trust’s Coast Kids program visited Lindsey MacWha’s sixth grade science class to present “What’s in the Water” on Oct. 27. During the program students learned 
about point and non-point sources of water pollution, and how to perform basic water quality measurements. 

CRAFTER RECOGNIZED 
The Pine’eer Craft Club of Ocean Pines 
chose Carol Quinto as the December 
Crafter of the Month. Born and raised in 
New Jersey, Quinto and her husband, 
Phil, retired and moved to Ocean Pines 
in 2004. She joined the Pine’eer Craft 
Club and discovered she had a passion 
for making handmade items. A self-
taught sewer, Quinto began making 
items to sell in the Pine’eer Artisan Gift 
Shop, but quickly expanded her craft to 
include machine embroidery, painted 
porcelain China and fabric decoupage 
plates. In addition, Quinto has chaired 
the summer and holiday craft fairs and 
served as vice president and manager of 
the gift shop. She currently serves as gift 
shop treasurer. To see the items she has 
created and those of other crafters in 
the group, visit the Artisan Gift Shop, 
located next to the Ocean Pines Farmers 
& Artisans Market in White Horse Park. 
The shop is open every Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. The shop will be open Dec. 17 
for extra holiday shopping. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
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Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to  
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

OPA should adopt 
minimum wage 

This letter was sent to the 
Ocean Pines Association 
Board and forwarded to 
Bayside Gazette 

 
Members of the Board: 

On March 20, 2019, the 
Maryland General Assembly 
passed a new state minimum 
wage law. The law raises the 
state’s minimum wage from 
$10.10 to $15 by 2025. 

For example, in just three 
short weeks the new law re-
quires large employers to 
pay a minimum wage  
$12.50 per hour.  

If I was still on the board 

I would have already sub-
mitted a motion requiring 
$15 minimum wage for OPA 
FTE employees effective 
Jan. 1,  2022.    

My reason is based on the 
current rate of inflation and 
on two key issues which 
present major risk to the in-
flation outlook.  

They are namely an ongo-
ing labor supply/demand 
challenges in the service sec-
tor and the recent increases 
in housing prices which are 
forecasted to continue into 
2022. 

Therefore, I encourage 
the board to take a bold po-
sition by approving the $15 
minimum wage promptly.   

It is my hope the board 
will act in unison on this 
minimum wage issue. This 
will send a clear message to 
the OPA employees; that 
they are our most important 
asset.    

The below web link is pro-
vided for your convenience. 
Maryland Department of 
Labor states that employers 
are required by law to post 
this information: 
https://www.dllr.state.md.u
s / l a b o r / w a g e s / m i n i -
mumwagelaw.pdf 

Wishing everyone healthy 
and joyful holiday season! 

Sincerely, 
Slobodan Trendic 

Ocean Pines 

(Dec. 16, 2021) Worcester 
County Department of 
Recreation and Parks is of-
fering two holiday events, 
where the  community is in-
vited to skate with friends 
and family during Skate with 
Santa and an open skate.  

Skate with Santa is a free 
family event on Dec. 22, at 
Sturgis Park on River Street 
in Snow Hill from 6-8 p.m. 
Attendees will have the op-

portunity to ice skate, deco-
rate ornaments, hop on a 
train ride, enjoy festive 
music, sip on hot chocolate 
and get a picture with Santa. 
This event is open to all ages.  

The ice rink will be set up 
at Sturgis Park for open 
skate, Dec. 27-30 from noon 
to 7 p.m. It is free to skate, 
compliments of Ann Sturgis-
Coates and Randy Coates.  

Children under the age of 

14 must be accompanied by 
an adult at all times. Children 
6 and under are not permit-
ted to skate without an adult 
on the ice with them.   

For more information on 
the skating events, contact 
Tyler Keiser at 410-632-2144 
x2505 or tkeiser@maryland-
scoast.org. For a full list of 
special events or recreation 
programming, visit 
www.playmarylandscoast.org.

Worcester Rec Parks holiday events
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Letter

Berlin, like many other municipalities, cities and coun-
ties, is trying to balance a scale that has property owners’ 
desire to earn income from short-term rentals on one side 
and traditionalists’ wish to preserve their long-held sense 
of community on the other. 

The fulcrum on which this debate teeters is what prop-
erty law experts call the “bundle of sticks” collection of 
property rights. They use that metaphor to show that each 
of these rights is a separate stick that may be altered or 
removed without disturbing the other sticks, or rights, 
contained in the bundle. 

The problem, however, is that these property rights 
aren’t well defined in a legal sense, but in this country are 
based more on a publicly accepted, even embraced, con-
cept that dates back to the frontier days. 

This explains why the argument over how far property 
rights extend has been going on in this country for more 
than 200 years. The frontier-based notion that an owner 
can do whatever he or she wants to do with a dwelling 
(barring the separate bundle of land use restrictions) has 
run smack into a wall of compactly developed neighbor-
hoods, whose residents have their own sticks they want to 
preserve — the right to the peaceable enjoyment of their 
properties. 

Whose rights should prevail? That’s a question the 
courts haven’t been able to agree on, since most lawsuits 
for and against short-term rentals have turned not on the 
ephemeral matter of property rights, but on errors and 
omissions in the court filings and more narrowly defined 
constitutional questions. 

There is no right answer that the Berlin mayor and 
council can simply pick up and employ. No matter what 
the mayor and council do, some people will be unhappy. 
That’s just the way it is, and the best town officials can do 
is to prepare for that eventuality.

No easy solutions for 
short-term rental rule



(Dec. 16, 2021) In order to offer 
the best educational experience, a 
school district must attract and retain 
quality teachers and support staff. 

That was the main takeaway 
gleaned from the budget wish lists 
representatives from all 14 Worcester 
County Public Schools presented Dec. 
7 to members of the board of educa-
tion. 

“It’s very important for Worcester 
County to retain and recruit and hire 
the best teachers, and to find a way to 
give the teachers a step and pay 
raise,” Stephen Decatur High School 
representative Colby Phillips said 
during the meeting. “… I do acknowl-
edge that we are the highest in local 
funding and that is appreciated, how-
ever the time and commitment put 
into teaching our children needs to be 
compensated at the highest level.” 

While generous, competitive 
teacher salaries are always at the top 
of the wish lists, representatives 
pointed out that the added stress of 
covid-19 over the past two school 
years have highlighted staff’s hard 
work and dedication, thus further 
justifying the need for better pay. 

“I can assure you that your teach-
ers are working harder than ever,” 
Worcester County Teachers Associa-
tion President Beth Shockley-Lynch 
said during the meeting. “They are 
dealing with more obstacles than they 
ever imagined, they are trying to 
manage the stresses the children are 
coming to school with. They’re work-
ing with our families that have differ-
ent needs as a result of the pandemic 
and they are constantly assessing the 
needs of our kids as they continue to 
learn. You all know there’s so much 
more to teaching than just a book.” 

Each year, members of the school 
board hold a public meeting to hear 
from school and organization repre-
sentatives, and the public, to develop 
the annual budget.  

Carrie Sterrs, the district’s coordi-
nator of public relations and special 
programs, said in an email that offi-
cials will use the comments received 

from a parent survey conducted in 
November and information collected 
during last week’s meeting to help 
shape the upcoming 2023 budget, 
which will go into effect July 1.  

Board members will hold a work 
session in early February to develop 
the details of the budget before voting 
on it in March. At the same time, of-
ficials will be finalizing negotiations 
with members of the Worcester 
County Teachers Association and 
Worcester County Education Support 
Personnel Association. 

“Our proposed budget then goes 
before the county commissioners, as 
they are our primary funding agency, 
where our budget becomes a portion 
of their budget approval process,” 
Sterrs explained. 

Vince Tolbert, the chief financial 
officer of Worcester County Public 
Schools, presented preliminary num-
bers for both cost of living and step 
increases for staff during Tuesday’s 
meeting, but said that the numbers 
will not be finalized until the budget 
is developed. 

Besides teacher salaries, represen-
tatives asked officials to maintain 
small class sizes, continue supporting 
technology funding, finance neces-
sary capital improvements, and sup-
port after-school and early programs, 
among other requests. 

Ahead of Tuesday’s meeting, par-
ents and guardians participated in an 
anonymous survey to help district of-
ficials develop their budgetary prior-
ities. The online questionnaire 
solicited comments on things like the 
quality of educational programs and 
support services, and the school im-
provement process. Parents were 
asked to indicate which school or 
schools their child or children attend 
and their races and ethnicities to 
specify the results.  

A total of 1,963 responses were re-
ceived from a potential pool of 3,651 
households, giving an overall return 
rate of 53.7 percent. While the survey 
was not completed for the 2020-21 
school year because of covid, the per-
centage of responses this year ex-
ceeded years past, with just 48 

percent of households responding in 
2019, 52 percent in 2018, and 42, 43 
and 41 percent response rates in 
2017, 2016 and 2015, respectively. 

According to the 2021 results, fa-
vorability ratings were high in nearly 
every category, with percentages 
pretty closely mirroring those calcu-
lated in 2019 in most instances. 

“As you can see, we’re doing really 
well,” Sterrs said while presenting the 
results of the survey during Tuesday’s 
meeting. 

The results showed that instruc-
tional programs and services re-
mained about even in most cases, 
with only early childhood education, 
health, physical education and tech-
nology education dropping by just a 
couple of percentage points since 
2019. On the other hand, library and 
media, science, special education, 
and world languages programs went 
up slightly in favorability. All of the 
programs received 95 percent or 
higher ratings. 

The results showed that in a series 
of open-ended responses, several 
parents expressed a desire to see the 
world and foreign languages program 
expanded to include more languages 
and offerings. 

The parents who responded to the 
survey also gauged supplemental pro-
gram favorability, which remained in 

the low 90th percentiles in most cases 
with only athletic programs dropping 
to 87 percent from 89 in 2019. 
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Wor. Co. BOE hears FY23 budget wish lists 
By Mallory Panuska  
Staff Writer

MALLORY PANUSKA/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Willie Brown, a representative from Pocomoke 
Elementary School, speaks to members of the 
Worcester County Board of Education about 
budget priorities for the school during a 
meeting held Dec. 7 to gauge public feedback 
on the public school district’s fiscal 2023 
finances.

See PARENT Page 20
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(Dec. 16, 2021) There is a light at 
the end of the tunnel for removing a 
statewide school mask mandate, and 
it hinges on high vaccination and low 
covid transmission rates. 

Members of the state board of ed-
ucation voted Dec. 7 to publish an 
emergency order that would imple-
ment “off ramps,” or points of exit, to 
allow local districts to lift indoor 
mask mandates if specific thresholds 
are met. 

Board members voted 12 to one to 

pass the order, which could go to a 
General Assembly committee for a 
hearing before final approval. If the 
order ultimately passes, it would re-
place the current emergency order re-
quiring face coverings for everyone 
inside school buildings set for expira-
tion Feb. 25.  

“The proposed regulation imple-
ments procedures to end face cover-
ings based on vaccination status and 
case numbers of the county,” State 
Superintendent of Schools Mo-
hammed Choudury said during last 
week’s meeting. 

The order maps out three path-
ways for de-masking, which are listed 
as follows: 

Pathway 1: Allows district offi-
cials to lift mask mandates in individ-
ual schools if they meet an 80 percent 
vaccination rate for students and staff 
members.  

Pathway 2: Allows the board of 
education to lift mask mandates for 
all schools if the county’s vaccination 
rate is at or above 80 percent. 

Pathway 3: Gives the county su-
perintendent authority to lift the 
mask mandate if the health depart-
ment reports 14 consecutive days of 
low or moderate countywide trans-
mission rates. 

Choudury said that the pathways 
were developed based on data and in-
formation from other states that have 
implemented them.  

For example, he said officials in 
Massachusetts have implemented the 
80 percent vaccination pathway to be 
able to successfully remove masking 
requirements at 30 schools. He said 
the change has not caused an in-
crease in cases and resulted in 
healthy children who are excited to 
learn in person.  

In Nevada, officials have imple-
mented the transmission rate thresh-
olds, which he said have also been 
successful. 

While Maryland officials could 
have chosen just one or two options, 
Choudury said it made more sense to 
offer all three. 

“That’s how we have constructed 
it, three pathways to get there,” he 
said. “ … Transmission rates can 
drop; you don’t have to necessarily 
get vaccinated, but there is strong 

correlation around counties who are 
dropping transmission rates while 
the population is highly vaccinated. 
But you could not. You could just 
make sure you are staying home 
when you are sick, make sure you’re 
in well-ventilated areas, make sure 
you are doing all of the layered strate-
gies and you can get there as a com-
munity.” 

In Worcester County, according to 
the latest health department data, the 
covid case rate was 7.48 percent, 
which is considered a substantial 
risk. According to Atlantic General 
Hospital officials, the percentage of 
county residents who were fully vac-
cinated as of Wednesday was 64.09 
percent. In turn, the county does not 
meet the necessary thresholds. 

“At this time, Worcester County 
Public Schools (WCPS) does not meet 
any of the criteria to qualify for the 
‘off-ramps’ from the face covering re-
quirements in school facilities,” Carrie 
Sterrs, the district’s coordinator of 
public relations and special programs, 
said in an email. “However, officials 
will continue to closely monitor the 
data points set forth in the proposed 
regulation and will develop a strategy 
to address the off-ramps in the event 
that WCPS nears eligibility.” 

At Worcester Preparatory School, 
which as a private institution is not 
required to follow the state guide-
lines, Head of School John McDonald 
said Dec. 8 that the board of trustees 
is set to meet this week to discuss de-
tails of the mask mandate. He added 
that Worcester Prep officials monitor 
the state’s metrics and advice and 
take those assessments into account 
when making decisions.
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Support services such as meal 
planning, guidance and health were 
also deemed as favorable in 2021 as 
in 2019, along with school grounds 
and facilities, with the numbers rela-
tively high in all categories. 

As for budget priorities, the survey 
results showed that parents ranked 
small class sizes, competitive teacher 
salaries, and high levels of achieve-
ment the highest, while renovating or 
rebuilding aging facilities and after-
school programs ranked lowest.

Continued from Page 19 

State BOE approves plans for de-masking 
By Mallory Panuska  
Staff Writer

Parent survey ranks priorities

CP

CP

CP

CP

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSON. 
Coupons cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials.

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSON. 
Coupons cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials.

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSON. 
Coupons cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials.

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSON. 
Coupons cannot be combined 
with other offers or specials.



December 16, 2021 Bayside Gazette Page 21

Thank goodness it is so chilly outside. I can’t 
imagine what it would be like to celebrate Christ-
mas in Florida or Costa Rica, although I do want to 

try it one of these years. Who 
knows? It might be fun after 
all.  

With the temperatures 
dropping (for the sake of this 
article, please disregard 
Maryland’s bi-polar weather 
patterns of hot-cold-hot-cold 
for the time being), it thus be-
comes the perfect time for 
heartier meals. And as this 
time of year often coincides 
with school, kids and the hol-
idays, who wouldn’t want to 

make a simple, one-pot meal? 
There are plenty of meals like this, but pot roast 

is one of my absolute favorites. With its stick-to-
your-ribs body and unctuous nature, it satiates the 
most primal of hungers during the winter months. 
With the addition of demi-glace, a specialty ingre-
dient that you should mass-produce and freeze in 
little bags for late use, this dish is maddeningly de-
licious. 

As for the demi-glace, do some research. There 
are plenty of recipes out there, but I will say that 
cooking it longer will yield a better product. As I 
create my original beef or veal stock, from which 
demi is derived, I let it go all night on a low sim-
mer, topping off with water if it evaporates too 
much. There is collagen in them thar bones, and 
the longer you go, the more you will leech out. 
Overnight works best. 

From this stock comes the majestic Sauce Es-
pagnole, which then gets transformed into your 
demi-glace. On occasion, I will make a large batch 
of this and then freeze it in vacuum bags to be 
used later. After vacuum-packing, you can lay 
them flat and freeze them, and they are good for 
months on end. And once you get in the habit of 
doing this, it will be much less cumbersome than 
it seems. 

As for the beef to use in a pot roast, chuck is the 
all-time victor. There is tremendous flavor in the 
chuck, and notwithstanding the Teres Major, or 
Chuck Tender, it is a tough cut of meat that bene-
fits greatly from long cooking times. Thus, it be-
comes the champion of the slow cooker. 

You can see that this will be a rich dish. It is not 
for the faint of heart, and certainly not to be taken 
in a thermos to the beach on a hot August day. I 
laugh a little thinking about cracking that thermos 
open as sand blows in my face, sweat running 
down my neck. No, let’s save this one for the frosty 
months. 

Although now I wonder if pot roast is a thing in 
Florida. That might very well make my decision as 
to whether I retire there. I think I need to make a 
phone call. 

Pot Roast 
serves up to 6 
3# high-quality Chuck roast 
Salt & Pepper, to taste 
2 Tbsp. Whole butter 

1 Tbsp. EV Olive oil 
3 ea. Medium carrots, peeled and cut into large 

chunks 
3 ea. Stalks celery, whole (to be removed) 
3 cloves garlic, smashed and finely minced 
1 ea. Medium white onion, peeled and cut into 

large chunks 
1 c. Dry red wine 
6 ea. Red potatoes, halved 
1 c. Beef broth 
2 c. Beef demi-glace 
2” Fresh rosemary 
2 Fresh thyme sprigs 

1. Set up a slow-cooker if you do not want to 
mess with a Dutch oven or covered pot in the oven. 
Either way is suitable, and while you might notice 
a difference in cooking this traditionally, I am 
going to go with the slow cooker as I can set and 
forget. 

2. On the stovetop, heat a fry or sauté pan and 
add the butter and olive oil, melting the butter and 
waiting for the foaming to subside. 

3. Season the chuck with salt and pepper, and 
carefully place it in the pan and sear on all sides. 
Make sure that you have a nice crust and some 
great color on the roast. This will determine the 
level of flavor in your finished dish. Just make sure 
that you are not burning it. 

4. With all sides seared, place the roast in the 

slow cooker and replace the pan on the burner to 
heat it up again. Add the carrots, celery\, garlic and 
onion and cook until you have some color on those 
as well. 

5. At this point, you will have a respectable fond 
in the pan (all of that stuff that is stuck to the bot-
tom). With the pan hot again, add the wine to 
deglaze the pan and scrape all of those flavors out. 

6. When the wine is reduced by half, add the 
broth and mix well. 

7. Scrape everything into the slow cooker onto 
the roast and add the remaining ingredients. 

8. Cover and cook on high for about 3 hours. Of 
course, this will change depending on the size of 
the roast, so give yourself plenty of time. 

9. When finished, remove the celery stalks, rose-
mary stalks and thyme and discard. 

10. Remove the roast and pick the fat off, dis-
carding that. If you want to put in the extra work, 
you can strain the sauce to make it extra-smooth. 
That is completely optional. 

11. Your one-pot meal is now done and ready to 
serve, barring any seasoning that you would like to 
do at this point to get it right where you want it.

—Paul Suplee is a Professor of Culinary Arts at 
Wor-Wic Community College and owner of  
boxcar40 and boxcar on main. Visit him at 

www.boxcar40.com; www.boxcaronmain.com

By Paul Suplee,  
MBA, CEC, PC-3

Cuisine
Enjoy hearty pot roast on cold, winter day 
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Thurs., Dec. 16 
CPAP MASK FITTING 
Atlantic General Hospital’s Sleep Disor-
ders Diagnostic Center, 9733 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin. For patients who are hav-
ing trouble adjusting to their CPAP 
equipment. Free service, but requires an 
appointment. Appointments: Robin 
Rohlfing, 410-641-9726. 

STORY TIME ‘WHAT WE WEAR’ 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Stories, songs and rhymes. Take-
home activity included. For ages 2-5 
years. www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-
632-2600 

STORY TIME: MR. JAKE’S FAVES 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Come listen to another one of Mr. Jake’s 
favorite stories: “Clifford’s First Snow 
Day” by Norman Bridwell. Take-home 
activity included. For ages 2-5 years. 
www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-632-2600 

GENEALOGY WORKSHOP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m. The 
workshop starts with a 20-minute lesson 
on genealogy research by Tom Dempsey 
followed by a Q&A session. Register: 
www.worcesterlibrary.org under 
“Events” or 410-208-4014. 

ZUMBA FOR ALL LEVELS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Join certified Zumba instructor Joyce 
Landsman for an. hour of movement. 
These classes uplift and improve mood. 
Register: www.worcesterlibrary.org 
under “Events.” 410-632-2600 

ENTERTAINING ON A BUDGET 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 5:30 p.m. 
Review entertaining and cooking tips that 
will elevate your festivities without spend-
ing a lot of money. Bring a pen and pad. 
www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-632-2600 

BEACH SINGLES 
Thursdays - Harpoon Hanna’s, 39064 
Harpoon Road, Fenwick Island, DE, 4-6 
p.m. Beach Singles, 45 years and older, 
meet for happy hour. Info: 302-436-
9577, 410-524-0649 or BeachSingles.org 

Fri., Dec. 17 
GOOGLE APPS 101 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m.-
noon. Drop in and learn how to use some 
of Google’s many features such as Google 
Sheets, Google Calendar and Google 
Drive. Feel free to bring your own elec-

tronic device. www.worcesterlibrary.org, 
410-632-2600 

BERLIN BOOK OF THE MONTH: ‘RADIUM 
GIRLS’ BY KATE MOORE 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. Lively 
discussion facilitated by Cynthia 
Hanagud and Gail Samis of Salisbury 
University. Copies of the book are avail-
able at the Berlin branch. www.worces-
terlibrary.org, 410-632-2600 

OCEAN 98.1 FM LISTENER & SEACRETS 
CUSTOMER APPRECIATION CHRISTMAS 
PARTY 
Seacrets, 117 49th St., Ocean City, 5-10 
p.m. Free and open to those 21 years and 
older. Featuring 6 local and touring 
artists, complimentary appetizers, food 
and drink specials, 50/50 and Chinese 
auction. Toy donations accepted. 
www.ocean98.com, 410-723-3683 

ANNUAL LIVE NATIVITY 
Mariner’s Bethel United Methodist, 81 
Central Ave., Ocean View, 6-8 p.m. Fea-
turing the Christmas Story told and re-
told every half hour. Presented outside 
with Christmas carols, music, hot choco-
late and refreshments by the fire. 302-
539-9510, www.marinersbethel.org. 

FREE DRIVE-IN MOVIE & LASER SHOW 
John Walter Smith Park, 6022 Public 
Landing Road, Snow Hill, 7 p.m. Featur-
ing “The Santa Clause.” Vehicle parking 
begins at 6 p.m. Laser show to follow 
movie. Tyler Keiser, 410-632-2144, Ext. 
2505, tkeiser@marylandscoast.org, 
www.playmarylandscoast.org 

Sat., Dec. 18 
VIRTUAL WALK WITH A DOC 
A short presentation by one of AGH’s 
providers on AGH’s Facebook page, 9 
a.m. Then walk wherever you’d like and 
share your selfie with hashtag #walked-
withagh. Tina Simmons, tsimmons@at-
lanticgeneral.org 

SANTA IN THE SAND 
Ocean Pines Beach Club, 49th Street, 
Ocean City, 9-11 a.m. Santa Claus avail-
able for photos with people and pets. 
Free parking and goody bags for the kids. 
The Chamber is asking for a $10 dona-
tion (cash or Venmo). 410-641-5306, 
info@oceanpineschamber.org 

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 
Ocean Parkway, 9:00 a.m. to noon. Shop 
for everything from fresh local produce to 
unique handmade artisan goods. Open to 
the public. 

CRAFTY SATURDAY: HOLIDAY DECORATIONS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. 

Make some awesome crafts and decora-
tions perfect for the holiday season. 
While supplies last. For ages 4 years and 
older. www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-
632-2600 

MERRY MARKETPLACE IN BRRRLIN 
Berlin Maryland Welcome Center Park-
ing Lot, 14 S. Main St., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Featuring Santa House, artisans, food 
cultivators, grab n go holiday crafts, hot 
chocolate, hot cider, mead, live music, 
free horse drawn carriage rides and Santa 
letter mailbox. info@berlinmd.gov, 410-
641-2770 

FREE DRIVE-IN MOVIE & LASER SHOW 
Newtown Park, 2001 Groton Road, 
Pocomoke City, 7 p.m. Featuring “Elf.” 
Vehicle parking begins at 6 p.m. Laser 
show to follow movie. Tyler Keiser, 410-
632-2144, Ext. 2505, tkeiser@maryland-
scoast.org, www.playmarylandscoast.org 

Sun., Dec. 19 
MERRY MARKETPLACE IN BRRRLIN 
Berlin Maryland Welcome Center Park-
ing Lot, 14 S. Main St., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Featuring Santa House, artisans, food 
cultivators, grab n go holiday crafts, hot 
chocolate, hot cider, mead, live music, 
free horse drawn carriage rides and Santa 
letter mailbox. info@berlinmd.gov, 410-
641-2770 

Mon., Dec. 20 
GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSION 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2:30 p.m. 
The Great Books Discussion group meets 
twice per month to discuss both classic 
and modern reading selections recom-
mended by the Great Books Foundation. 
www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-632-2600 

SUPER POWERED STEM: MAKE & TAKE 
HOME! 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m. 
Learn how to make snow slime. All mate-
rials will be provided. For children 8 years 
and older. Register: www.worcesterli-
brary.org under “Events.” 410-632-2600 

T.O.P.S. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169 
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference 
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 5-
6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is a 
weekly support and educational group 
promoting weight loss and living a health 
lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-641-0157 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community Cen-
ter, 239 Ocean Parkway, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
All ladies that love to sing invited. Con-
tact Mary, 410-629-9383 or Carol Lud-
wig, 302-242-7062. 

Tues., Dec. 21 
STORY TIME ‘TEENY TINY THINGS’ 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. Sto-
ries, songs and fingerplays. Take-home 
activity included. For ages 2-5 years. 
www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-632-2600 

CRAFT TIME ‘MULTICULTURAL HOLIDAY 
CRAFTS’ 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 10:30 a.m.-noon. 
Join the group in making several multi-
cultural holiday and winter-themed 
crafts. All children are welcome. 
www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-632-2600 

WIDOW AND WIDOWERS CLUB 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 1 p.m. Meetings are held 
the third Tuesday of each month. All are 
welcome. Refreshments and games to fol-
low meeting. John, 410-208-1398 

DELMARVA DANCING 
Tuesdays - Selbyville Elks Lodge 2173, 
13324 Worcester Highway, Bishopville, 
5:30-9 p.m. Dance to the sounds of the 
’50s and ’60s. A $5 donation to benefit 
Veterans. Participants show proof of vac-
cination or wear a mask. delmarvahand-
dance@gmail.com, 410-208-1151 

Wed., Dec. 22 
KIWANIS FOOD DRIVE 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 9:30 a.m.-noon. The Ki-
wanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines - 
Ocean City is collecting non-perishable 
foods, which will be delivered to Diakonia. 

CRAFT TIME ‘SNOWMAN SENSORY BAG’ 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Join the group to make a snowman 
sensory bag and have fun using your little 
fingers. For ages 2-5 years. www.worces-
terlibrary.org, 410-632-2600 

SKATE WITH SANTA 
Sturgis Park, River Street, Snow Hill, 6-8 
p.m. Free event featuring the opportunity 
to ice skate, decorate ornaments, hop on 
a train ride, enjoy festive music, sip hot 
chocolate and get a picture with Santa. 
Open to all ages. 410-632-2144, x2505 

ONGOING EVENTS 

WINTER TRAIN GARDEN 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, through 
Jan. 3, 2022. Visitors of all ages can in-
teract with buttons to activate accessories 
or sounds. Kids can take part in a scav-
enger hunt to win prizes. Open during 
the library’s regular hours. 410-524-1818 

Calendar Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com 
by 5 p.m. Monday.  All community-related activities will be 
published at no charge.
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RACETRACK AUTO SALES 

410-352-5070

WE BUY Like New & Used Cars, Trucks & Trailers

WE PAY CASH!

BEER • WINE • SNACKS • PROPANE REFILLS

“The Place That Does It All”

BEER • WINE • SNACKS • PROPANE REFILLS

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 • 410-352-5070 
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

MD STATE INSPECTED • BUY HERE  PAY HERE • RACETRACKOC.COM
PREVIOUSLY OWNED VEHICLES FOR SALE
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HARD – 64

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles
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WEIGHT ROOM  
ATTENDANTS Sea Colony, 
Bethany Beach (20 minutes 

from OC) Experience not 
necessary. Info and apply: 

vacasa.com/careers or  
Jen Neal:  

jennifer.neal@vacasa.com 
 

CASHIER WANTED. 
Delaware Tobacco Outlet, 
100 Coastal Hwy., Suite 3, 

Fenwick Island, DE 19944 & 
Dot Cigarette, Bethany, DE, 

302-537-2202. Apply in  
person both locations. 

 

MULTIPLE YEAR-ROUND 
POSITIONS for Vacasa in 

Bethany Beach (20 minutes 
from OC). More info and to 
apply: vacasa.com/careers 

 

HELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

It’s not too late to advertise  

your winter rentals. 

GET IT  
RENTED HERE! 

410-723-6397 

www.oceancitytoday.com 

www.baysideoc.com

Classifieds appear in Ocean City Today & Bayside Gazette each week and online at oceancitytoday.com & baysideoc.com

Call 410-723-6397      
by Monday 5 p.m.

www.oceancitytoday.com
O rder  Y O u r  C lass i f i e ds  Onl i ne !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends
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Classifieds ~ 410-723-6397

Hiring ALL 
Positions!!

Full time & Part time  
Fenwick and Selbyville  

Locations  
To apply go to: 

www.mygcjob.com 

CONSTRUCTION  
WORKERS/ 

CARPENTERS  
 Must have experience. 

Competitive pay.   
Call 443-856-5600 or 
email your resume at 

skylineconstructionoc@ 
gmail.com

Starting wages are 
$13.50-$15.00 depending 

on experience.   
Full time & Part time  

Stop by our location on 
52nd Street 

or call 443-664-2825

HIRING ALL  
POSITIONS!!

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $18/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

 

Work At The BEACH... 
Work With The BEST!!  

Top wages and excellent benefits package  
available to successful candidates.

Employment 
Opportunities:    

Full Time, Year Round: Servers, 
Hostess/Host, Banquet Servers, 
Bartender, Banquet House Staff, 
Maintenance, Room Attendant, 
Rooms Division Manager, 
Housekeeping Supervisor 

Top Wages 
Excellent Benefits  
Clarion Resort Fontainebleau Hotel 

Attn: Human Resources Dept. 
10100 Coastal Highway,  
Ocean City, MD 21842 

Phone: 410-524-3535, ext. 7128 
Fax: 410-723-9109 

EOE M/F/D/V

Rooms Division Manager  
We are currently recruiting for a year round 
Rooms Division Manager for our Oceanfront 
convention hotel (250 rooms w/ 85 adjacent 
condominiums). The preferred candidate 
should have a minimum of 3 years hotel front 
desk management with working knowledge of 
housekeeping, inventory/ 
revenue experience, good 
verbal communications 
and telephone etiquette. 
Qualified candidates apply. 
Salary commensurate with 
experience. Excellent  
benefits package available. 
Apply in person, Mondays 
through Saturdays 10am – 
4pm.

Atlantic Shores  
Sotheby’s Int Realty   

is hiring  
Real Estate Agents  
No experience needed.   
Please text Steven Diaz  

for more information.   
410-245-1089

Hiring Cooks (up to $18),  
Audio/Video Techs, 

Distillery Tour Guides, 
Maintenance Staff, 

Head Distiller, Painter, 
 & Carpenter.  

Apply in person or online 
at seacrets.com

Real Estate Title Company seeks experienced  
Title Professional with at least two (2) years specific  
experience. This position is in the Ocean City area,  
where we provide settlement services for sale and  
refinance transactions in Maryland and Delaware.   

The ideal candidate will be a good multi-tasker and  
have a customer service orientation. Title Producer's  

License helpful but not required.   
This is a great opportunity to build your CAREER in a  
company that values its employees and its community.  

Paid vacation and 401(k) retirement program.   
Please send resume and salary requirements to 

ops@brennantitle.com

AUTOMOTIVE  
If you are looking for a 

change, NOW is the time!  
We are an automotive  

business with several parts 
stores, service centers and 
a used car dealership with 

multiple locations.  
We are now hiring for 

Parts Store Associates 
for our location in Ocean 

Pines, Maryland.   
Great pay and benefits  

including company 
matched retirement plan.  

Call 302-339-6910

Hiring  
EXPERIENCED 
BOOKKEEPER 

Please text 
443-880-8078

FT/PT LIFEGUARD OPPORTUNITIES
at the Health and Aquatic Club in Bayside

in Selbyville with competitive pay up to $15/hour,
based on experience.  Training & Uniforms provided.

Contact Bob Tugya: 302.988.2315

MAINTENANCE  
Full time, year-round  
position w/attractive  

benefits package. Reliable 
company & excellent  
work environment. 
410-524-0880



Seeking YR & Seasonal 
Rentals! Call Howard Martin 

Realty 410-352-5555. 
 

 

SEEKING RENTAL 

Reliable Professional 50 yr. 
old seeking Year-Round 
Rental. 1 or 2 bedrooms. 

References available.  
Call Kim 609-968-8100. 

 

Charitable foundation  
expanding and coming to 

Ocean City (See  
TheLearnersLabFoundation. 
org & TherapyConnection 
Institute.org). Corporate 

Rental Needed. Multiyear, 
minimum one year, with  

option to renew. NO HOA 
properties. Seeking 2BR, 
2BA no more than $1250 

monthly, including utilities or 
mobile home without  

utilities. OC/Berlin area  
preferred. No further out 

than the Bishopville-Ironshire 
region. Studio/1BR no more 
than $750-1k/monthly. No 
Salisbury rentals please.  

Call Jerri at 202-839-7750. 
 

1 Office/Retail Space  
Approximately  

1600 sq. ft.  
in West Ocean City.  
Call 443-497-4200 

 

SERVICES 

Elderly Care For Your  
Loved One 

I specialize and have  
certification in Alzheimer’s 
and dementia care. I also 
help them with personal 

care, meal prep, medicine  
reminders and light house-
keeping. I limit the number 

of patients to devote time to 
each one. I have references. 
I’m local and enjoy what i do. 

Call Marchelle,  
302-423-4354. 

 

Storage West Ocean City.  
2-car garage for rent  

w/attached work room.  
Total 775 sq. ft.  

Call John 410-726-0075. 
 

Do you have an old bicycle 
not being used? It could 
mean a world of difference to 
a hard-working international 
student. We are looking to 
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at 
443-975-3065. 

RENTALS STORAGECOMMERCIALSEEKING RENTAL

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

DONATIONS Run your business 
 card in our  

SERVICE  
DIRECTORY 
CALL 410-723-6397 

for pricing!SERVICES

Classifieds 410-723-6397

www.baysideoc.com 
www.oceancitytoday.com

Advertise in MDDC Maryland, Delaware and D.C.: 106 papers with a circulation of 2.3 million and readership of 4.9 million!  

For only $495. Deadline is Wednesday of the week prior to publication. Call 410-723-6397 for more information.

SEEKING RENTAL

SERVICES

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals   We Welcome Pets 

7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700  

www.holidayoc.com

WEEKLY RENTALS 
AVAILABLE NOW  

Poolfront ................$245/wk 
Efficiency..............$275/wk 
2BR Apartment.....$350/wk 
3BR Suite .............$425/wk  

Burgundy Inn 
1210 Philadelphia Ave. 

410-289-8581 CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

AUTOMOBILE DONATIONS 
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/ 
RV - Lutheran Mission Society 
of MD Compassion Place 
ministries help local families 
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing.  Tax deductible. MVA li-
censed #W1044.  

410-228-8437 
www.CompassionPlace.org 

 

WANTED TO BUY OR 
TRADE 

FREON WANTED: We pay 
$$$ for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Profes-
sionals. Call 312-291-9169 or 
visit RefrigerantFinders.com 

MISCELLANEOUS  
SERVICES 

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us take 
the stress out of moving!  Call 
now to speak to one of our 
Quality Relocation Specialists: 
866-314-0734. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SERVICES 

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades.  FREE in-home esti-
mates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Professional 
installation.  Top quality - 
Made in the USA.  Call for free 
consultation: 888-814-0566.  
Ask about our specials! 

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY!  
Affordable prices - No  

payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty &  
professional installs.  

Senior & Military Discounts 
available. 877-738-0991.

Advertise in MDDC 
410-723-6397

Classifieds Deadline 
 is 5pm Monday
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COMPLETE BODY SHOP   
Auto Sales & Service • Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists

TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE  
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD

410-641-5262
ROUTE 50, BERLIN

 (1/2 Mile East of McDonald’s) 
410-641-3200

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER

autOMOtiVe repair

410-641-3200

BAYSIDEOC.COM

automotive repair

 

 
 

 
 

 

ymond RaymondRay

L E C T RT R IR I

Same Rate Day, 

443 691 0
Master 

Raymond 

R id i l/C i
No Job Too Small! Fr

35 Years Exp

E L E C T R I

 

 
 

 
 

 

O’

CC A N

Evening, Weekends

  Call or Text0544
Electrician 
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MD Lic #2268   Worceste
Residential/Commercia

 

 
 

 
 

 

er Co Lic #M1337
al/Emergencies!

electrician

cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

cleaning services

the company for women

• cosmetics 
• skin care 
• body care 
• fragrances 
• gifts 
• & more!

CHRISTINE BROWN independent sales representative 

443-234-5262 
order online: www.christinesbeautyshop.com 

cosmetics

Furniture repair

Peter’s Repair Shop  
& Sharpening Service

Furniture Repair & Refinishing 
Caning • Rushing 
Shaker Webbing 

We Sharpen: Knives, Scissors, Tools, Mower Blades

Free Pick-Up & Delivery 

410-603-7582

furniture repair

D E N TA LDental

isa VieWeW  accept MC/V

pes of Custom Remodeling.yTyAll 
Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  Specializing in 

T

home improvement

(410) 6411-3762

home improvement

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
   

 
 
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

ovement”roImpr
for Home 

oday!To1

ovement Design & Bert

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans 
Administration 

Approved Contractor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
   

 
 
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
   

 
 
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

home improvementhome improvement

Junk Removal & HaulingJunk removal & hauling

ConstruCtionconstruction

emerGency 
service available 
410-251-3153

residential & commercial service 
Services Include 

additions • interior/exterior lighting 
lamp & light repair & service 

Wall outlets – microwaves • Generator installs 

Call Turner Today 410-251-3153 
BERLIN • OCEAN PINES • OCEAN CITY

electrician

Insurance coverageinsurance coverage

driveway paving

Residential • Commercial • Licensed & Insured

ANY Driveway & Parking Lot Maintenance 
Stone • Millings Grading • Patching 

Black Top • Tar & Chip • Seal Coating 

Prompt & Quality Service • Call Us Today For Your FREE Estimate

888-ZWEEMER • 302-363-6116
SERVING DELMARVA We Accept  All Major Credit Cards

Driveway paving
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rooFing

      
  

        

   
       

                       

•KEDARUD•GNIDIS•GNIFOO
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R

R

S
foYYoour Rooffiing, Siding & H

Sppecialist Sinc

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573
10545 Friendship Road Unit 3

      
  

        

   
       

                       

SRETTUG•SWODNIW

G

•

N

mIHHoome Immpprovement
ce 1989

3, Fax: 410-629-1946
Berlin Maryland 21811

      
  

        

   
       

                       

10545 Friendship Road, Unit 3,
mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com
www.shoresidingmd.com

      
  

        

   
       

                       VM

Berlin, Maryland 21811

*Licenced in MDD, DE &VAA

rooFing

rooFing

Shingle Roofs • Metal Roofs • Flat Roofs 
Family Owned & Operated 

FREE ESTIMATES 
108 Moss Hill Ln., Salisbury, MD  410-831-3938 
32295 Nassau Rd., Lewes, DE  302-200-7663

rooF replacement & repairs

7501 Coastal Hwy., Ocean City, MD 21842 • Office: 443-552-7579

Bernie Flax 
Associate Broker, REALTOR® 

CRS® RSPS® ABR® SRS® HOC® 

Cell: 410-629-9070 
www.bernieflax.com 
Email: bernie@bernieflax.com

real estate

MVA licensed
NEW TITLE AND TAGS  AND MORE 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

NEW TITLE AND TAGS  AND MORE 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

Open Mon., Fri., 9-2 & Wed. 9-5

mva licensed

NATURAL FOOD & VITAMIN RETAILER

Outlets Ocean City 

410-781-1797 • BulkMore.com 

SPECIALTY FOODS: GLUTEN-FREE · ORGANIC · VEGAN
LARGEST SELECTION OF CANDY IN THE AREA

wholesale Food & prodUcts

PRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services 

printing & design

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman 
410-390-5528 ~ cell 443-373-4539

P A I N T I N G

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

paintingpainting
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real estate

The Area’s #1 Moving Company
BUDGET MOVERS

40+Years in Business                                                  Licensed & Insured

LOCAL • ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial

Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move 
Single Item or Certain Items or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers

moving services
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