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OPA board foresees drop in assessments

Major boost to bottom line
would allow directors to cut
property owners $71 break

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Jan. 27, 2022) Assessments could
be cut $71, from $996 a year to $925,
in Fiscal Year 2022-23, according to
a proposal made during an extended
review of departmental budgets last

Wednesday by the
Ocean Pines Board of
Directors.

General Manager
John Viola said de-
spite the surge in in-
flation, along with
higher labor and ma-
terial costs, the pro-
posed operating budget would cut
assessments substantially.

“We are really fortunate this year

Steve Phillips

to have tailwinds,” he said.

The board review followed a multi-
day vetting of the Ocean Pines Asso-
ciation’s financial package by the
Budget and Finance Committee dur-
ing the first week of January.

Viola cited improved amenity rev-
enues and current budget favorability
as key factors for offsetting increased
costs on other fronts.

“Right now we’re running a nice
surplus for this year,” he said.

Based on current budget perform-
ance, Viola suggested that $53 of the
$71 reduction in assessments would
be because of a one-time boost of
$450,000 to the bottom line. An-
other $18 would be added to that as
higher expected amenity revenues ex-
ceed increased payroll costs (roughly
$267,000), additional staffing for the
Ocean City Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and a slight rise in insurance

See BUDGET Page 3
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Tandem herons change out sentry duties while scouting prey on snow-covered greens at the Ocean Pines Golf Course on Sunday.

Tyndall lists his '22 goals for Berlin

Staff Writer

Zack Tyndall

Says objectives embody concerns
of residents, officials and staff
By Greg Ellison

(Jan. 27, 2022) Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall on
Monday reviewed the goals and objectives he set
for 2022 after hearing from other elected offi-
cials, staff and residents.

“I sent a social media request to the public to

send in their ideas,” he told the Town Council.
Tyndall said residents’ concerns were com-
bined with suggestions from council members

and department heads.
“The first goal is to maintain and create safe,

inclusive public spaces,” he said.

Ideas listed in this category included contin-
uing to pursue the plan to build a new commu-
nity center, improving the walking path at

See TYNDALL Page 2

Bylaws change
would tighten
election rules

Candidate eligibility focus
of several Daly proposals

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Jan. 27, 2022) Ocean Pines By-
laws and Resolutions Committee
members discussed proposed rules
revisions for director
elections  currently
under review by legal
counsel with board li-
aison Colette Horn on
Friday.

During the com-
mittee meeting on
Jan. 7 numerous lan-
guage changes aimed
at clarifying bylaws section 5.02 elec-
tion eligibility requirements for board
candidates were examined.

Chairman Jim Trummel said OPA
legal counsel Jeremy Tucker is on the
verge of completing a review of po-
tential language changes forwarded
by the committee, as well as tweaks
recommended by Director Frank
Daly.

“Daly and Tucker recently met and
reviewed [his] proposals and ours ...
submitted at the last meeting,” he
said.

Trummel said Tucker would com-
bine the efforts for board review.

See OP Page 4
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Worcester declines to sign
on to single bay bridge plan

By Jack Chavez
Staff Writer

(Jan. 27, 2022) Swiftly and unani-
mously, the Worcester County Com-
missioners rejected Anne Arundel and
Queen Anne’s Counties’ request on
Jan. 18 to adopt their bay bridge re-
placement resolution, which supports
their goal, first introduced at a Mary-
land Association of Counties meeting,
of replacing the current two-span
bridge with a single-span, two-way
bridge with four lanes on each side.

“Worcester County needs some-
thing done to the Route 50 bridge
(and) we're looking at Route 90, which
is years down the road. And they're
asking every county to do this?” Com-
missioner Jim Bunting said. “(Unless)
they want to include that they do

something about
Route 50 bridge and
Route 90 that helps us
here, all they’re going
to do is get the people
here quicker and we're
going to have bigger
backups on 589 and
Route 50. I can’t sup-
port it the way it’s written.”

Deputy Chief Administrative Offi-
cer Joseph Parker said the focus of the
two-county initiative is to improve the
corridor between the intersection of
Interstate 97 and Route 50 in Anne
Arundel County and where Routes 50
and 301 split in Queen Anne’s County.

Both areas are notorious choke-
points during the busy summer

See COUNTY Page 4

Jim Bunting

Tyndall issues ‘things to do’
list for Berlin in year ahead

Continued from Page 1

Stephen Decatur Park, replacing
playgrounds infrastructure with in-
clusive recreational equipment and
establishing a dog park in Berlin.

Further objectives were renovating
the Veterans Memorial on Main
Street, redeveloping Burbage Park, fi-
nalizing a sustainable path for Heron
Park, identifying locations for a skate
park and creating a pocket park on
the corner of Flower and Bay streets.

The second goal is supporting di-
verse art and cultural activities in
town.

This list includes holding a Flower
Street Festival, introducing an annual
Homecoming Parade, developing a
gospel festival and exploring options
for an outdoor concert venue.

Goal three involves enhancing
safety for the community and town
staff.

To that end, Tyndall mentioned
continuing to evaluate the use of
speed cameras, developing a pedes-
trian and bicycle safety program, as
well as creating an emergency com-
munity response team.

Tyndall also mentioned working
with the State Highway Administra-
tion to install traffic lights on both
ends of Main Street.

“Where it intersects the highway,”
he said.

Also, exploring potential locations
for roundabouts in town was on the
list.

The fourth goal involved manage-
ment and maintenance of infrastruc-
ture.

“The focus is on stormwater and
flood management projects,” he said.

Tyndall said replacing broken lig-
uid fuel generators with natural gas
models is under consideration.

Other objectives include complet-
ing an electric rate study, replacing
aging water meters, street mainte-
nance and renovating the old police
station in Town Hall.

“Review a parking study and work
towards a solution for parking,” he
said.

The next goal discussed was in-
creasing interconnectivity between
neighborhoods.

In addition to working with SHA
to install crosswalks, other aims are
building a pedestrian bridge across
Route 113 at Bay Street and launching
phase one construction for the Rails
for Trails pathway project.

Further 2022 goals for Berlin in-
clude promoting environmental
stewardship and managing natural
resources.

Under this category Tyndall men-
tioned instituting the Berlin Beatifi-
cation Committee, installing a water
bottle refill station, expanding recy-
cling programs and providing com-
posting options.

Increasing tourism and supporting
the business community was another
goal.

“Rebrand the town as a destina-
tion community,” he said.

Improving Berlin’s financial posi-
tion was the next objective raised.
That includes providing equitable
funding for Fire/EMS services, main-
taining the current property tax rate
and finalizing the American Rescue
Act spending plan.

The final goal is transparency with
residents, which includes increasing
online document access, filling va-
cant seats on advisory commissions,
completing a strategic plan and im-
plementing short-term rental regula-
tions.




January 27, 2022

Bayside Gazette

Page 3

Budget package will go to town hall session

Continued from Page 1
premiums.

Looking at reserve accounts, Viola
said $350,000 was earmarked for this
year, with the same sum proposed for
FY 22/23, to replenish road funds.

“Budget and Finance [Committee]
also proposed building up road re-
serves,” he said.

Viola estimated that current budget
favorability of about $1.1 million could
be further increased by roughly
$334,000 for a year-end surplus of
$1.4 million.

Turning to Public Works, Viola said
improving dilapidated mailbox clus-
ters is under consideration for the next
budget year.

“We asked them to focus on
pedestals and ... mostly maintenance,”
he said.

Viola said replacing 13 concrete
pads in dire need of repair could cost
up to $40,000, with another $50,000
required to replace 100 pedestals at
$55 each.

Viola said new cluster boxes would
run about $20,000.

“It could be a big number,” he said.

Bulkhead replacement costs, which
totaled $1.3 million this year, are esti-
mated to drop to $919,000 in the new
fiscal year.

“We dialed it back at least for this
year.”

Director Larry Perrone asked about
the status of receiving dredging per-
mits from the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers.

Viola said in the wake of coron-
avirus issuance of permits slowed to a
crawl.

“We just got permits from 2019, so
we’ll be working on that,” he said.

Viola said dredging operations
would begin in the spring.

Turning to golf operations, Finance
Director Steve Phillips said the pro-
posed budget reflects increased rev-
enues on par with the current year.

“We've raised some green fees and
some cart fees,” he said.

Phillips cited higher labor and fuel
rates as financial challenges.

“We had really good weather this
year and our financial numbers are

Furniture & Accessories
for Home & Garden

LOCAL ART « VINTAGE
UNUSUAL « ANTIQUE
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We Follow CDC Guidelines
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302.927.0049

On the corner; south oéthe stoplight
33034 Main St., Dagsboro

showing that,” he said. “We didn’t miss
any big weekends.”

Police Chief Leo Ehrisman noted an
extra cost for body cameras beginning
next budget year.

Phillips said the equipment would
be deemed a capital expense because
of a lease agreement.

“We don’t own the equipment,” he
said. “It would not be used until Janu-
ary 2023.”

Ehrisman estimated costs at
$30,000 annually for five years, with
the potential for grants to offset the
price.

“We're budgeting right now as if
we’re not getting any assistance for it,”
he said.

Director of Aquatics Kathleen Cook
said the amenity experienced higher
revenues this year based on higher
membership numbers, which added
roughly $13,000 to the bottom line.

After previously proposing adding a
daily-use charge for children under age
5 during the Budget and Finance Com-
mittee review, Cook amended the pro-
posal last week.

Cook said regional market research
shows that children over the age of 2
are usually charged for entertainment
activities.

The revised recommendation
would add a $3 daily use fee for chil-
dren between ages 2-4.

Perrone, who questioned the sug-
gestion during the Budget and Finance
Committee review, again voiced dis-
pleasure.

“I think this is a bad idea,” he said.

Perrone recommended tracking
usage data for the upcoming season
and revisiting the issue next year.

“I think we need to raise the fees
more on nonresidents as opposed to
raising it on 3- and 4-year olds,” he
said.

Cook said raising rates on nonresi-
dents would be less effective, because

F
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approximately 96 percent of pool users
are residents.

Bouncing over to Racquet Sports,
Recreation and Parks Director Debbie
Donahue said adjustments to pro-
posed rate changes were made follow-
ing the Budget and Finance review.

Director Amy Peck said the Budget
and Finance Committee balked at the
initial rate proposals.

“We’re lowering individual drop-in
rates for tennis, while at same time in-
creasing the price of tennis member-
ships,” she said.

Peck said the Budget Committee
proposed a $15 charge for tennis, as
opposed to the $10 suggested.

Peck also said the previously pro-
posed $8 drop-in fees for tennis were
deemed too low, with the budget com-
mittee suggesting between $10-15,
while also proposing a charge from $7-
8 for pickleball and platform tennis
drop-in rates.

“The goal is focused on increased
memberships, not just revenue,” she
said.

Viola backed the idea of setting ten-
nis drop-in rates at $10 for residents
and $15 for nonresidents, with pickle-
ball and platform tennis charges of $7
for residents and $8 for non-residents.

Marina Manager Ron Fisher said
revue estimates next year were conser-
vative because fluctuating fuel prices
made forecasting these expenses al-
most impossible.

“Our guess is as good as yours
where gas costs and oil costs are going
to go,” he said.

Fisher said the marina’s cost for
ethanol could hit $4 per gallon this
summer.

“We filled up the tank at end of the
year and we do have 18,000 gallons,”
he said.

Based on guidance from the Budget
Committee a 4 percent increase for
boat slips was included in the FY

PRE FIXE

starter, salad, chef offering, dessert
complimentary glass of house wine or draught beer
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32PALM.COM

OCEANFRONT & 32ND AT THE HILTON

410 289 2525

22/23 proposal.

Fisher said the increase would in-
clude a $2,025 fee for boats from 15-
25 feet, $2,755 for boats from 26-39
feet and vessels between 40-44 feet
paying $3,896.

Swim and Racquet Club slips would
cost $1,460.

“As of today we have 85 boats on
the waiting list and we just got two
more,” he said.

Ocean Pines Fire Department Pres-
ident Dave VanGasbeck stressed the
importance of repairs and mainte-
nance for emergency stations.

“This past year we had mold reme-
diation,” he said. “The south station is
in poor shape and in need of renova-
tion.”

VanGasbeck said a feasibility study
for the proposed building project is
nearing completion.

“We remediated the mold that was
in the living quarters. However, we still
have a lot of mold left,” he said.

Additionally, VanGasbeck noted
that the Pines fire stations still have
drainage issues.

“We had gas lines that fell out of the
ceiling,” he said.

Along with $80,000 for repairs,
VanGasbeck estimated $20,000
would be required to expand station
living quarters.

Further, fire officials estimated
$20,000 would be needed to purchase
anew alerting system in the north sta-
tion along with $16,000 to replace the
HVAC system.

“The altering system isn’t working
in a large portion of the building,” he
said.

Viola said recommended budget
changes would be part of a forthcom-
ing town hall slated to review details
with the community.

Ocean Pines annual budget requires
final approval 45 days prior to the next
fiscal year commencing on May 1.

WINE DINNER NO.4

Join us for our fourth hosted wine dinner.
Seating is limited, reserve now!

February 11
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County rejects appeal to support bridge plan

Continued from Page 2

months — on top of the backups to get
on the bridge itself. The intersection of
Interstate 97 and Route 50 is where
traffic from Baltimore and points
north merges with traffic from Wash-
ington, D.C. and points west and
south, while Route 50 funnels down to
two lanes once it splits from Route 301
near Queenstown, on the way to Eas-
ton.

The current two bay bridges feature
three westbound lanes and just two
eastbound lanes. Eastbound traffic
getting onto the bridge during the
summer often backs up to Interstate
97, which causes backups on Route 50
that have been known to stretch all the
way to neighboring Prince George’s

County and on Inter-
state 97 for miles be-
fore the intersection.
But if Worcester
County is to endorse
the concept for an all-
new bridge that allevi-
ates traffic en route to
Ocean City, the com-
missioners feel that more has to be
done at the terminus for all that traffic.
“Route 589, Route 9o and Route 50
are in major need and to promote an
influx of even more traffic down here
before the state has fixed our prob-
lems down here, my goodness, it’s
only going to multiply many times
over,” Commissioner Chip Bertino
said. “Until that’s part of it, I have

Chip Bertino

problems with this.”
Commissioner
Josh Nordstrom
added that he under-
stands that the re-
quest is coming from
MACo and not the De-
partment of Trans-
portation, which
oversees the road improvements the
county requests, but all the same, it’s
too much to be asked for a favor when
the county is routinely brushed off.
“We’ve been ignored and things
have been pushed back and we make
our statement and they come here and
do the dog and pony show every year.
We tell them the same thing every
year. We run into these folks outside

the meetings and tell them the same
thing every year. And what do we get?
Lip service,” he lamented. “I under-
stand that this is coming from MACo,
I do ... And I know this may just be a
piece of paper, but again, we’re being
asked to do something and we’re not
getting any help.”

Commissioner President Joe
Mitrecic pointed out that while his col-
leagues’ frustrations have merit, it’s
not Queen Anne’s and Anne Arundel
that have spurned Worcester. In fact,
Worcester has never asked either
county for endorsements of its own
endeavors.

“But it’s up to you all,” he said. “I'm
not going to throw myself on the train
tracks, that’s for sure.”

OP bylaws

Continued from Page 1

“Tucker will blend both.”

Horn said the finalized language
would likely be presented during a
special meeting before the regular
board meeting on Feb. 23 to assure
changes are enacted before the next
board election.

“The idea being that we want to pro-
ceed timely towards getting a referen-

revisions must pass referendum

dum started,” she said. “It should be
done speedily to have bylaws changes
done before the next election.”

Trummel said committee recom-
mendations for updating section
5.02a included specifying that candi-
dates be listed as property owner on
Worcester County land records and
Maryland Department of Assessment
taxation rolls.

Further  proposed language
changes would block people, like cur-
rent Director Rick Farr, whose prop-
erty is not personally owned by them
but by a corporation or partnership
from running for office.

The board disqualified Farr as a
candidate for that reason midway
through the election, but he success-
fully sued the association to have his
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candidacy and vote totals reinstated.

“The Daly proposal goes beyond
what the Bylaws Committee has pro-
posed,” Horn said.

In addition to requiring candidates
be current property owners in Ocean
Pines, Daly has proposed including a
three-year minimum residency, dat-
ing from Jan. 1 of the election year.

“Unless for the purposes of dura-
tion of ownership they have served on
an [advisory] committee for a period
of no less than 12 months prior to
May 1 of the election year,” Horn said.

Daly also recommended restricting
anyone involved in pending legal ac-
tion involving the association from
becoming a board candidate.

“The candidate may not be a plain-
tiff or a defendant in a pending action
in a Maryland or federal Court in
which the association is named as de-
fendant or plaintiff,” she said. “Je-
remy is cleaning up that language, but
that’s the concept.”

Other Daly proposals include
blocking candidates if they or their
spouse have a felony conviction
within 10 years of May 1 for that elec-
tion year.

“Jeremy does not like the spouse
thing,” she said. “He believes the
members will reject that.”

Horn said Tucker is drafting refer-
endum language to separate voting on
criteria for candidates and spouses.

Committee member Steve Jacobs
noted the proposed restriction for
candidates involved in litigation with
the association could cause problems
if a board member running for re-
election is named in a lawsuit.

Any changes to bylaws provisions
would require a majority vote of resi-
dents through a referendum. The next
Bylaws Committee virtual meeting is
scheduled on Feb. 11 at 1 p.m.

As for the Farr case, the board of
directors announced this week they
will not appeal the Circuit Court’s rul-
ing in Farr’s favor.
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Berlin Council approves street work, meters

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Jan. 27,2022) The Berlin Town
Council awarded bids for street re-
pairs and replacing a well, and ap-
proved request for proposals to
update water meters during its meet-
ing on Monday.

Starting with street repairs, Town
Administrator Jeff Fleetwood said a
trio of bids were received on Dec. 15
to repair Decatur Street, East Gra-
ham Avenue and Stevenson Lane,
along with excavating the walking
path in Stephen Decatur Park.

Fleetwood said George & Lynch
submitted the lowest bid at
$166,000.

“They were lower than our original
estimate,” he said.

Finance Director Natalie Saleh
said funding for the project was pre-
viously earmarked.

“For FY 22, we have allocated state

highway funding and
impact fees to cover
the $166,000,” she
said.

Next on the agenda
was awarding a con-
tract to replace the
failing Branch Street
well.

“In simple terms, it had collapsed
at the base,” he said.

Fleetwood said a pair of bids for
the project’s first phase were received
on Dec. 15 with Delaware-based A.C.
Schultes coming in lowest at $64,581.

“The total cost to replace the well,
motors and pumps is up to
$350,000,” he said.

Fleetwood said during a discussion
on the topic in October, the council
approved designating American Res-
cue Act funds for the project.

In addition to requesting contract
approval from council, Fleetwood

Jeff Fleetwood

also sought a motion to allocate fund-
ing.

“We can’t touch the ARPA money
unless there’s a formal motion,” he
said.

The council also signed off on a
pair of requests for proposals to pur-
chase and install smart water meters
to replace outdated equipment.

“Mechanical meters, the day they
come out of the box, they begin to
fail,” he said.

To this point, about 400 meters
have been identified as needing re-
pair.

Based on the size of the project,
town officials opted to call for sepa-
rate bids for procurement and instal-
lation. “We thought it would be
financially prudent to break this
down,” he said. “It could be the same
company in the end.”

Josh Taylor of Davis, Bowen &
Friedel Inc. said the town might be

able to save on some costs by buying
meters directly from the manufac-
turer.

“We’re going to be ordering over
2,000 meters and there’s no need to
pay a middleman for the cost of the
meters,” he said.

Fleetwood said initial price esti-
mates are roughly $1 million to up-
grade water meters.

“Yes, we're seeking approval for
money [but] the main purpose of
tonight is to move forward with the
RFPs,” he said.

Fleetwood said final funding allo-
cation would occur after bids were in
hand.

After work begins, Taylor would
create a street map to chart progress,
Fleetwood said.

“To be able to show the public and
council from day one after the meters
arrive, here’s where we're at as far as
the installation,” he said.

Berlin’s town chicken

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Jan. 27, 2022) Berlin’s adopted
town chicken, Althea, perished last
Tuesday afternoon following a hit-
and-run accident on Main Street .

Mayor Zack Tyndall posted the
tragic news on social media last
Wednesday.

“In the fall of 2021, Althea, the town
chicken, randomly showed up [and]
became a local celebrity,” he said.

In short order, the inquisitive fowl
was provided digs outside Health Free-
dom at 12 Artisans Way, where propri-
etor Erin Bilenki constructed a coop.

Economic & Community Develop-
ment Director Ivy Wells said Althea
quickly endeared herself to residents.

“The community embraced her as
one of its own,” she said. “What made
Althea special was the fact that she
felt so comfortable downtown.”

Tyndall said the chicken, an es-
caped broiler, no doubt, materialized
at an ideal moment in time.

“Her presence put a smile on the
faces of residents, visitors and busi-
ness owners when we needed one the
most,” he said.

Wells said the comfort level exhib-
ited by Althea was startling.

“She made downtown Berlin her
home and went window shopping,”
she said.

To highlight the presence of a
unique character inhabiting town, in

PHOTO COURTESY IVY WELLS
Berlin lost one of its own after Althea, the
adopted town chicken, was killed by a hit-and-
run driver last Tuesday on Main Street.
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killed in hit-and-run

November Wells installed a chicken
crossing sign on Main Street by Is-
land Creamery.

“She was hit by a car right where I
put the sign up,” she said.

Althea was laid to rest last
Wednesday in Stephen Decatur Park.

“Apparently, chickens do like
crossing the road even if they should-
n’t,” she said.

Family Dentistry & Smile
Enhancements

Invisalign® ¢ Implant Restorations ¢ Full Mouth Restoration

Accepting New Patients

Many traditional insurances taken.
Plus, third party financing available.

Emergency Services Available
For Existing Patients

ATLANTIC DENTAL

“healthiest smile yet!

Atlantic “Dental
would like to help
make 2022 your

Kristen
Mazzei, DMD

Lawrence
Michnick, DDS

12308 Ocean Gateway, Suite 6
Ocean City, Maryland, 21842

DENTIST

COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY
410-213-7575

o Takacs, DMD
www.atlanticdental.com e )

DENTIST

Christopher




Page 6

Bayside Gazette

January 27, 2022

OP Communications Cmte. examines signs

Advisory group discusses
host of ongoing initiatives
during meeting last Thursday

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Jan. 27, 2022) The Ocean Pines
Communications Committee dis-
cussed electronic signs, annual meet-
ing attendance, electronic voting and
preservation of historical items dur-
ing its meeting last Thursday.

Committee Chair Cheryl Jacobs
said the prospect of upgrading com-
munity marquee signs to electronic
message boards was scheduled to be
examined during the Board of Direc-
tors meeting on Jan. 22.

Jacobs said committee members
should present a united front to answer
any questions generated by the board.

“There’s been so much time and
effort put into this and it’s really such
a good thing for the community,” she
said.

Committee member Jenny Crop-
per Rines said sign price quotes have
been forwarded by Marketing Direc-
tor Josh Davis to General Manager
John Viola.

Jacobs did email board members
about the matter before their meet-
ing.

“I did get a reply from [Director
Doug] Parks in support,” she said.

“I'm thinking we’ve got a good chance
of moving forward with this, finally.”

Board liaison Josette Wheatley,
who was previously a
committee member,
said a wealth of useful
data regarding sign
particulars were ob-
tained during the
group’s investigative
process.

“Many of us are for
this,” she said. “It’s
moving our community forward for
communications for the younger gen-
eration.”

Jacobs highlighted potential mon-
etary savings.

“There’s real dollar savings in this
ultimately, because staff spends a lot
of time and effort changing out those
signs,” she said.

Rines said electronic signs could
prove useful in the event of Amber
Alerts or other safety warnings.

“In my opinion the main negative
is impacting property values due to
placement,” she said.

Rines stressed the importance of
strategic placement to also avoid light
pollution affecting residents.

Jacobs suggested both the North
and South gates as prime spots for
initial sign placement to avoid sub-
jecting individual lot owners to the
lights, while providing the commu-

Cheryl Jacobs

“Mug & Mallet”
by Jim Adcock
8" x 10" matted print
Mat signed by the artist. Fifs standard frame.
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or order on

Etsy

jimadcock12@gmail com
Cell 410-726.2440

nity an opportunity to receive the in-
formation.

Turning to the annual association
homeowners’ meeting, Jacobs asked
committee members for ideas to bol-
ster attendance.

“What can we do to generate inter-
est and get people to come to the an-
nual meeting?” she said. “It’s pathetic
in my opinion.”

After Rines broached the concept
of door prizes, committee member
Marlene Ott suggested adding guest
speakers.

“You've got to prime them,”
said.

Jacobs pondered turning the
meeting event into a larger affair to
achieve more participation.

“It’s not just the meeting, there’s
more to it,” she said.

Rines said a “family-fun day”
might prove useful to lure in meeting
attendees.

Switching to the topic of electronic
voting for board elections, Jacobs
asked if a town hall meeting on that
subject should be planned after feed-
back from the Ocean Pines Commu-
nity Survey indicated potential
interest.

Rines, who also serves on the
Strategic Planning Committee that
conducted the recent survey, said a
town hall is forthcoming to review
overall results.
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+ Master Barbering
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*Manicuring @]\l
+ Advanced Education
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PARTNER

s to meet all
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cures and Pedicures! Give us
top by today!

Financial Aid
A 58

“We are still planning a presenta-
tion for membership,” she said.

Rines said the survey presentation
would likely occur near the end of the
FY 22/23 budget process, while also
offering to update the group after the
next strategic planning meeting.

Rines also raised the issue of safely
preserving historical items and mem-
orabilia from Ocean Pines.

Long-term plans to either locate or
build a structure to house Pines his-
tory have been previously discussed,
Rines said.

Prior to those plans, Rines re-
quested committee approval to re-
search the topic of historical
preservation at the Nabb Research
Center located at Salisbury Univer-
sity.

“They do historical cataloging,”
she said. “I wanted to research a bit

.. to see if I could find a solution.”

Rines said, ultimately, a perma-
nent home for historical documents
and artifacts needs to be identified.

“Where they are today is not going
to keep them in good condition for
the next 50 years,” she said.

With all committee members in
agreement, Rines promised to return
with further details after contacting
the research institution.

The communications committees’
next virtual meeting is scheduled for
Feb. 17 at 10 a.m.
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Viola reviews Ocean Pines active initiatives

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Jan. 277, 2022) Ocean Pines Gen-
eral Manager John Viola gave
progress reports on current and pend-
ing projects during the Board of Direc-
tors’ meeting on Saturday.

Viola said a proposed pickleball
court addition, which was approved by
the board last January, is now moving
forward.

“We received a number from the
contractor of $180,000 in July,” he
said. “We believe the price is still
good.”

Viola said Vista Engineering, which
prepared plans to build four new
courts, called for bids the day before
with a return deadline of Feb. 18.

“We’re in the bidding process,” he
said. “Bids will be leveled within a
week of receipt.”

Viola said, contingent on board ap-
proval, a bid contract would be
awarded immediately.

Project timeframes will be deter-
mined by both the contractor’s sched-
ule and availability of materials.

“We hope to have it done by the end
of May if it goes right,” he said.

Turning to work in progress, Viola
said installing glass panels and doors
to section off the meeting room at the
Golf Clubhouse got underway earlier
that week.

“Walls should be completed within
three weeks, if materials are avail-
able,” he said.

Project cost estimates are roughly
$15,000, including $8,000 for a door-
way, $4,000 for materials, $2,000 to
relocate HVAC equipment and $1,000
to relocate alarm systems.

“Wall lights will be moved next
week and the HVAC relocated,” he
said. “New doorway and glass panels
are ordered and should be in next
week.”

By contrast, Viola said closet doors
are anticipated to take over a month to
arrive.

“The biggest cost is the door,” he
said.

On a related note, Viola said up-
graded broadcast equipment for hy-
brid meeting functionality is in place

Jewe

BUY-SELL '-
TRADE

Why consign?

Immediate payment
for your items.

You will be treated like family
& given individual attention.

Sasha’s Jewels, Lic

JEWELRY REPAIR + CUSTOM DESIGNS & APPRAISALS
(302) 296-6909 * sashas.jewels@yahoo.com

at the Assateague Room in the Com-
munity Center and would be forth-
coming at the Golf Clubhouse.

Viola said Mid-South Audio was
contracted to install hybrid-meeting
systems, which include a custom table
with built in microphones and cam-
eras to be integrated into the existing
Microsoft TEAMS platform.

Costs are roughly $15,000 to add a
projector in the Golf Clubhouse meet-
ing room, with the Assateague Room
costing an additional $8,000 for a
projector screen.

Viola said if equipment is in stock,
the Clubhouse upgrades would be
completed within one month of the
wall addition being finished.

Other initiatives Viola reviewed in-
cluded removing the old guard shack
at the North Gate Bridge.

“The decision was made to remove
the guard shack at an estimated cost
of $2,500,” he said. “We did the work
in-house.”

See PINES Page 8

Rendering of
proposed pickleball
court addition at
the Ocean Pines
Racquet Center
recently sent out
for bid.
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OP board weighs election tweaks

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Jan. 27, 2022) The Ocean Pines
Board of Directors delayed voting on
revising resolution Mog to change
election verification processes after
Director Frank Daly announced that a
slew of related revisions would be un-
veiled at a special meeting.

Association President Colette Horn
said the proposed changes for certify-
ing board candidates includes specify-
ing that the secretary verify property
ownership through assessment and
taxation records.

The language changes also include
a new candidate registration form,
which the secretary would officially
accept or reject, prior to submitting to
the Elections Committee by June 1.

“The list of eligible candidates and
the registration form will be released
to public once approved,” she said.

Director Larry Perrone said elec-
tion procedure updates should require
that the secretary use Worcester
County land records to determine
property ownership.

“With the recent litigation and the
judge taking the position that owner-
ship is inferred based on our member-
ship roll ... we should add that
membership rolls are not determi-
nant,” he said.

Before further consideration could

be given for Horn’s suggestions, Daly
pitched an even larger batch of bylaws
revisions.

“I'have 14 proposed bylaws changes
being reviewed by counsel,” he said.

Daly said a special meeting would be
held within a week to consider his rec-
ommended updates.

“Some of those
changes directly affect
those issues and this
[candidate registra-
tion] form,” he said.

Horn said the first
reading for Mo9
changes was sched-
uled prior to learning
of Daly’s efforts with association
legal counsel Jeremy Tucker.

“We can delay the second reading
of this until we get input from coun-
sel,” she said.

Bylaws and Resolutions Committee
Chair Jim Trummel said regardless of
Daly’s recommendations, the board
could proceed with approving Mo9g
changes.

“This effects the candidate applica-
tion and that can be today,” he said.
“Delaying M09 and its consideration
is not ... really what you want to do.”

Unlike changes to bylaws or decla-
ration of restrictions that require ap-
proval by referendum vote, amending
association resolutions can be done at

Frank Daly

Spin It to Win It!
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In Store Only
9026 Worcester Hwy Berlin, MD

ReStore

2pm

the board level.

Tucker said Mo9 changes could be
approved prior to other bylaw revi-
sions being adopted.

“If amendments are adopted, you’ll
revisit and revise,” he said.

Daly said the bylaw changes could
be incorporated during a second read-
ing for M09 updates.

“By the time the second reading
comes up, we should know what pro-
posed changes are, if they are board
approved and if we're going to refer-
endum,” he said.

Perrone envisioned a means to
streamline procedures.

“We could include a second reading
of resolution M09 at Daly’s special
meeting and make adjustments right
then and put the resolution in place,”
he said.

Pines GM report
highlights number
of current efforts

Continued from Page 7

The shack structure and old deck-
ing are being dismantled, with com-
pletion anticipated with a few weeks.

Viola said power lines for bridge
and entrance sign lighting would be
relocated, and that the schedule for
bridge lighting would be dependent on
material availability.

Looking at pending projects, Viola
said the proposed budget includes
funds to renovate the Administration
Building in White Horse Park.

Viola said the office renovations
would require relocation of staff while
updates are underway.

The total project cost is estimated
at $125,000, including $50,000 for
flooring, $45,000 for HVAC system,
$10,000 for ceilings, $5,000 for light-
ing and $15,000 for painting.

Work to replace or repair mailbox
clusters is also on the horizon, Viola
said.

“At the last board meeting, I was in-
structed to move forward,” he said.

Pines hits pause
on electronic sign
purchase for now

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Jan. 27, 2022) The Ocean Pines
Board of Directors on Saturday de-
layed approving a pair of electronic
message boards to re-
place existing mar-
quees until they find
out more about the
permits from Worces-
ter County govern-
ment.

Association Presi-
dent Colette Horn
said the purpose of
the new signs is to improve safety and
provide timely community updates.

“We could get timely information
to the community related to safety
concerns,” she said. “We want to de-
termine next steps from the board
perspective.”

The proposal to switch the old
signs for the electronic message
boards was initiated by the Ocean
Pines Communications Committee,
which recommended initially pur-
chasing two signs to gauge commu-
nity sentiment.

Director Larry Perrone said county
officials had indicated any invest-
ment in electronic signs would re-
quire removal of all existing marquee
signs.

Doug Parks

See REPLACING Page 9

Viola said the first step will be to ex-
amine the concrete pads at each mail-
box site to determine replacement
needs.

“We will identify next week 10 pri-
ority locations to begin,” he said.

Up to 100 pedestals deemed for
which replacement is most needed
would be identified, at a cost of $500
each for a total of $50,000.

“We will review clusters and deter-
mine the priority to repair or replace,”
he said.

Viola said bids would be solicited to
clean mailbox clusters where appro-
priate.
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Replacing marquees uncertain

Continued from Page 8

“If we’re going to rip the rest of
them down, I don’t think two is ade-
quate,” he said. “That changes the
math tremendously.”

General Manager John Viola re-
viewed price quotes obtained, all of
which indicated a pair of electronic
signs would run at least $70,000.

Viola expressed concern that re-
placing the larger number of manu-
ally-updated signs with just two
electronic models would prove insuf-
ficient and eventually require an ad-
ditional investment.

“The number would be well over
$200,000,” he said.

Director Frank Daly said the man-
ually updated signs requires one staff
member one day a week to change
the messages.

“It would require 26 years to re-
coup the investment,” he said.

Daly noted alternative means for
emergency notification exist, such as
cell phones and radio announce-
ments.

“If we're ... spending $200,000 for
emergency notification, would it be
better to spend $300,000 for an
emergency notice system to notify
residents by cell phone?” he asked.

Director Doug Parks said the es-
sential question is how residents con-
sume information.

“We're making the assumption

that the primary source of informa-
tion is the sign,” he said.

Parks backed Daly’s suggestion
that alternative emergency notice
systems be investigated.

“I would be curious to gauge what
people’s primary source of informa-
tion is for Ocean Pines,” he said.
“This has got to be sustainable for
some period of time based on that in-
vestment.”

Communications Committee
Chair Cheryl Jacobs suggested asso-
ciation officials contact Worcester
County to confirm the need to re-
move marquee signs if electronic up-
grades are acquired.

“We need clarity from Worcester
County,” she said.

Jacobs said based on previous dis-
cussions with county officials com-
mittee members were not under the
impression that the sign change was
an either-or scenario.

“We did understand more than
one or two signs was necessary,” she
said. “That’s why we got permission
to go up to eight.”

Horn said before proceeding with
sign purchases the Communications
Committee should provide recom-
mendations regarding the total price
to replace the existing marquee signs.

“We have to understand this is
going to be a very expensive proposi-
tion,” she said.
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Worcester posts nonprofit
grant applications online

(Jan. 27, 2022) Worcester
County Government (WCG) is ac-
cepting applications from area
nonprofit agencies now through
Monday, Feb. 7.

Applications are available to
download as a PDF at
www.co.worcester.md.us. Once
there, the link to the Non-Profit
Grant Application can be found
under “Important Links” on the
right hand side of the web page.

Completed grant applications
should be mailed to the following

address: Wester County Govern-
ment, One West Market Street,
Room 1103, Snow Hill Maryland,
21863, Attention: Senior Budget
Accountant Kim Reynolds.

Applications received after the
deadline will not be considered,
and applying for a nonprofit grant
is not a guarantee of funding ap-
proval from WCG.

Grant awards will be an-
nounced by mail following the
adoption of the FY23 WCG Oper-
ating Budget in June 2022.

OFFERING COMPETITIVE
PAY AND BENEFITS

CALL US TODAY AT
410-641-1434
OR APPLY ONLINE
ARCTICHEATANDAIR.GOM
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Pines financials maintain positivity

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer
(Jan. 277, 2022) With five months re-
maining in its fiscal year, Ocean Pines’
bottom line continues to look good, with
operations beating the budget by $1.4
million through November 2021.
General Manager John Viola and
Public Works Office Manager Linda
Martin reviewed financials to close No-
vember during the board meeting on
Saturday.

For November, Martin reported the
association closed the month $42,000
better than projected, as revenues ex-
ceeded forecast by $58,000 while ex-
penses came in $16,000 above
estimates.

Martin said the year-to-date figures
through November show a net operating
surplus of $1.4 million, as revenues were
better than budget by $1.28 million and
expenses were $133,000 less than bud-
geted.

Viola said Recreation and Parks
closed ahead of budget by $34,000, with
General Administration at $31,000 and
Public Works at $30,000.

Turning to of year-to-date figures
through November, Public Works lead
the pack with $297,000 in budget favor-
ability, closely followed by golf opera-
tions at $292,000, with Aquatics at
$197,000, general administration at
$153,000 and the yacht club at

GREG ELLISON/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
OP Public Works Office Manager
Linda Martin reviewed year-to-date
figures at Saturday’s board meeting.

$151,000.

County Teacher of the Year
candidate names revealed

By Greg Wehner
Staff Writer

(Jan. 27, 2022) The 14 nominees for
the Worcester County Public Schools
Teacher of the Year competition were
announced on Jan. 18 during a Board
of Education meeting in Newark.

Each nominee was named “Teacher
of the Year” for their respective school,
and in March, they are expected to
compete for the top honor in the
county.

Superintendent Louis Taylor con-
gratulated each of the teachers after
reading their names during the meet-

ing, thanking them for their impact on
students and the community they
serve.

“I hope the next time you enter one
of our schools, you will join me in rec-
ognizing these educators,” he said.

Named Teachers of the Year
are:

« April Anft, Cedar Chapel Special
School

« Kristin Cashman, Pocomoke High
School

» Melanie Coleman, Ocean City Ele-
mentary School

See TEACHER Page 11

Viola rescinds resignation,
agrees to extend GM term

(Jan. 27, 2022) The following is
a statement from Ocean Pines As-
sociation President Colette Horn:

“After consulting with John
Viola regarding his recent resigna-
tion as general manager, and dis-
cussing transition planning with the
board, I am pleased to announce
that the Board unanimously agreed
that it is in the best interests of the
association to request that John re-
scind his resignation and continue
in his position as general manager
via an extension to his existing con-
tract at least through the second

week of September
to facilitate a
smooth transition
for the entire organ-
ization wupon the
hiring of his succes-
sor.

“This request
was conveyed to
John via our corporate counsel, Je-
remy Tucker, along with a proposal
for adjustment in responsibilities
during the period of transition. I am
pleased to announce that John has
agreed.”

John Viola

MARCH 18 - 19 - 20
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Berlin house blaze still under investigation

By Greg Ellison
Staff Writer

(Jan. 27, 2022) Multiple units re-
sponded on Jan. 19 for a house fire at
211 Maple Avenue in Berlin, with the
cause still under investigation.

The Worcester County Fire Mar-
shal’s Office said in a press release that
the Berlin Volunteer Fire Company ar-
rived first at the scene around 2:40 p.m.
and discovered significant smoke and
fire showing at the two-story home.

Berlin firefighters, with assistance
from Ocean City, Ocean Pines,
Newark and Showell fire depart-
ments, brought the fire under control
quickly with no injuries reported.

The residence, which is owned by
Tita Merari Bermudez Garcia, was in
the process of being renovated.

The blaze also damaged an adja-
cent trailer.

The cause of the fire remains
under investigation. Investigators
from the Ocean City Fire Marshal’s
office along with the Maryland State
Fire Marshal’s Office and the Berlin
Police Department have assisted with

Multiple units responded to a house fire at 211 Maple Avenue in Berlin on the afternoon of Jan. 19.

the investigation.

Anyone with any additional infor-
mation can contact the Fire Marshal’s
Office at 410-632-5666, with
anonymity guaranteed.

Teacher to be selected in March

Continued from Page 10

« Blake Cropper, Pocomoke Mid-
dle School

« Steve Deakyne, Stephen Decatur
High School

« Danielle DiMichele, Buckingham
Elementary School

« Saudi Evanski, Pocomoke Ele-
mentary School

» Matthew Haelig, Snow Hill High
School

» Lindsay Harrington, Stephen De-
catur Middle School

« Samantha Keyes, Showell Ele-

mentary School

» Michael Levy, Worcester Techni-
cal High School

« William Tignor, Snow Hill Ele-
mentary School

« Olivia Tyndall, Snow Hill Middle
School

» Melissa Vit, Berlin Intermediate
School

According to the announcement
posted on the school district’s Face-
book page, the 2022 Worcester
County Teacher of the Year will be
announced on March 25.
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Celebrating the heritage
and future of our ocean

[

seventh grade
Gecko team pose
for a photo during
its fall beach
cleanup with the
Maryland Coastal
Bays Program and
the Ocean City Surf
Club.
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DRESSING UP
Worcester Preparatory
School PreK - Grade 5
(Lower School)
celebrated “Book
Character Day” on Oct.
29.To encourage a love of
reading, teachers and
students dressed as their
favorite book characters
for the day. (Far left)
Pictured, are Rawnak
Brar, Darius Jones,
Rudolphe Crevecoeur and
Samuel Baker. (Left) Also
participating are Zane
Freih, Samko
Poffenberger and Artemiy
Klimins.
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24 Hour Awake Staff
All Private Rooms & Baths
Three Home-Cooked Meals a Day!
All Inclusive Pricing
In-House Doctor Visits
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Call 410-449-4090 Today for more information or
to schedule a visit to our on-site showroom.

VA and MAC Subsidy Approved
Respite Care and Hospice Care

Our Staff is Regularly Tested for Covid-19
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PHOTO COURTESY D.J. LANDIS, SR.
KIWANIS DRIVES
The Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean City held its annual coat and toy drives in November.
Toy Drive Chair Dave Landis and Coat Drive Chair Kitty Wrench are pictured with two new youth bi-
cycles and helmets donated by a part-time resident. Toys were donated to Worcester GOLD and dis-
tributed to those checked by Social Services. The coats went to various local charities who
distributed them to those in need.

RECOGNITION

Kiwanis Club of Greater
Ocean Pines-Ocean City
President Tim Lund rein-
stated the Kiwanian of the
Month Recognition Award,
which is given to a mem-
ber who has done a recent
outstanding job. The Octo-
ber recipient was Carolyn
Dryzga, who was presented
the award for her dedica-
tion to the club and work
as the treasurer and cor-
responding secretary, plus
numerous other responsi-
bilities and volunteering.
PHOTO COURTESY D.J. LANDIS, SR.

INJURED ON THE JOB, IN A
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT,
OR AS A PEDESTRIAN?

WORKERS COMPENSATION, INJURIES
AUTO ACCIDENTS, PEDESTRIAN ACCIDENTS.

WILLS ¢ POWERS OF ATTORNEY
HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES

Free Office consultations
in the Eastern Shore and
Maryland Metro area.

Experienced and
Aggressive Representation
with 35 years in practice.

John P. Zanelotti, Esquire

LAW OFFICES OF JOHN P. ZANELOTTI, P.C.
11022 Nicholas Lane #2 ¢ Ocean Pines, MD 21811
johnzlaw.com * (410) 975-4441

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

GUEST SPEAKER

Alison Webb Schweiger, right, was the keynote speaker at a recent meeting of the Worcester County
Garden Club. A club member and retired florist, Schweiger demonstrated several methods for cre-
ating holiday outdoor pots using plant materials that will stay green throughout the winter. She is
pictured with Club President Deb Young.

Serving the local
community for
over 30 years.
Delaware/Maryland

¢ Over 150 classroom
hours of training per year

® The most professional
office staff

¢ Certified Arborists
on Staff

¢ Certified Tree Safety
Professionals

* Biweekly Safety Meeting

e Company Supplied PPE

e Over 30 years in
business

* The most well equipped
team in the area

The Area’s Only Locally Owned
TCIA Accredited Company

302-539-5700

From grass roots to tree tops, we have all
of your tree and landscaping needs covered.

10% OFF
when you
mention this ad

Not valid on current quotes
Cannot be combined with
other offers / Some
exclusions apply

f G+ @ in
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Opinion

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

Election rules revision
has no good purpose

Election bylaw change: you must be this tall ____ to run
for a seat on the Ocean Pines Association Board of Directors.

As ridiculous and smart-alecky as that is, it nevertheless
reflects the nature of the effort by members of the OPA board
to narrow the pool of possible candidates by creating a pack-
age of especially restrictive election regulations.

Undoubtedly, some of these recommended rule changes
are an after-the-fact backhand to the face of Circuit Court
Judge Sidney Campen, who early this year ruled against the
board in a lawsuit challenging the majority’s attempt to block
a candidate from outside their ruling clique.

The plaintiff in the case, Rick Farr, was elected as a result
of the court’s decision, but the bylaws revisions proposed by
Director Frank Daly, who ran against Farr in last year’s race,
would prevent that from ever happening again.

Anyone who owns property through a corporation, as
Farr does, would no longer be eligible to run. Instead, a can-
didate’s name must be on the deed recorded with the
county.

Another particularly conspicuous revision to the bylaws
offered by Daly targeted another of his challengers in the last
election by attempting to disqualify him, (and anyone else,
one would presume) because of his spouse’s legal difficulties.
The OPA’s attorney apparently quashed that one.

Meanwhile, other amendments up for consideration
would make it more difficult to run for the OPA board than
it would be for Congress.

By calling for a greatly extended period of residency or re-
ducing that requirement via a year of service on an OPA ad-
visory committee, these recommended changes either
suppose that serving the people of Ocean Pines is more dif-
ficult than, say, serving in the U.S. Senate, or they are pur-
posely exclusionary for reasons unknown or unspoken.

As difficult as it is to get good people to run for the board,
tightening the rules to this degree would not benefit the com-
munity, leaving open to speculation whether this is an act of
spite or the product of some other unknown agenda.
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“That’s a virtual Report Card. My real one is much better”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Controlling
Americans

Editor,

There are eight levels of
control that must be ob-
tained before you are able to
create a social state, wrote
Saul Alinsky in his book
“Rules for Radicals” in 1971.

1) Control healthcare and
you control the people.

2) Increase the poverty
level as high as possible,
poor people are easier to
control and will not fight
back if you are providing
everything for them to live.
Consider the illegal alien
flood.

3) Increase the debt to an
unsustainable level. That
way you are able to increase
taxes, and this will produce
more poverty.

4) Gun Control — Remove

the ability for citizens to de-
fend themselves from the
government. That way you
are able to create a police
state.

5) Welfare — Take control
of every aspect of citizen’s
lives like food, housing, and
income.

6) Education — Take con-
trol of what people read and
listen to — take control of
what children learn in school
like the critical race theory
that divides us.

7) Remove the belief in
God from the government
and schools. No more then,
will we be able to recite,
“endowed by our creator...”

8) Class Warfare — Divide
the people into the wealthy
and the poor.

This will cause more dis-
content and it will be easier
to tax the wealthy with the

support of the poor.

How are we doing with
all of these given the fact
that a Niagara Falls of de-
pendent humans are coming
across our border every day
from all over the world?

We Americans better get
our heads out of the sand
and pray hard that Trump
gets to stop this slide to so-
cialism and then commu-
nism in 2024.

We need to insist on voter
picture ID before a citizen
can vote in order to have fair
elections stopping voter
fraud.

If you think that social-
ism/communism for Amer-
ica would be a good thing,
than you need to speak to a
person who has lived under
such a regime.

Dennis W. Evans
Berlin

Snow Hill seeks feedback

(Jan. 27,2022) The Town of
Snow Hill is partnering with
Toole Design Group to develop
a new bikeway connecting key
destinations in the community.

As part of the planning
process, Snow Hill is seeking
community input on bicycling
in the town and on the pro-

posed bicycle route. All resi-
dents and visitors are encour-
aged to share their thoughts via
the online survey and map,
which are available at
tooledesign.github.io/Snow._
Hill.

Feedback from the survey
and map will inform the

on bikeway

bikeways visioning sessions
being held Jan. 25-28 at the
old fire hall.

More information about
the wupcoming bikeways
meetings is available at
www.snowhillmd.gov. The
online survey will remain
open until at least Jan. 31.
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OP Library Art for Wellness
program slated for February

(Jan. 27, 2022) The Worcester
County Library is offering an Art for
Wellness program with Art Therapist
Sivan Perdue, in February

This program is made possible by
a grant from the Community Foun-
dation of the Eastern Shore through
the Katherine Ellen Brown Commu-
nity Fund.

While this is not a therapy session
it does provide the chance to explore
the mind through creation.

Join Perdue as she introduces and
guides participants on ways to use art
in order to increase wellness.

This is a three-part series at the
Ocean Pines branch on Wednesdays,
Feb. 2, 9, and 16 at 10:30 a.m.

“The library is pleased to offer an
event that helps people express
themselves through guided art
classes,” said Adult Program Man-
ager Elena Coelho.

Worcester school
board nixes first
semester exams

By Greg Wehner
Staff Writer

(Jan. 27, 2022) The Worcester
County Board of Education marked a
first when met for its monthly meeting
on Jan. 18 — it was the first time the
board streamed its meeting online.

The streaming worked seamlessly
and never crashed, though speakers
needed to be reminded at times to
speak into the microphone or else the
public watching online would not be
able to hear them.

Along with introducing this new
technology, the board made decisions
on the following items:

First semester final exams

At the request of Superintendent
Louis Taylor, board members unani-
mously agreed to nix final exams for
the first semester of the school year,
which currently count as 20 percent of
a student’s grade in the class.

Dr. Annette Wallace, the chief oper-
ating officer and chief academic officer
for grades 9-12 for the district told the
board members that several teachers
raised concerns about students being
absent from daily classroom instruc-
tion because of covid-19. She also said
there was some uncertainty regarding
how many students would be quaran-
tined when the final exams were held.

On average, 62 staff members were
absent from work the week prior to the
meeting due to covid, according to
Wallace. That does not include staff
who were out for other reasons.

She also said the district averages

See BOE Page 17

“It has been a challenging time
and art is a form of expression that
allows for reflection,” she added.

Those who participated at the
event in Snow Hill provided positive
feedback about the class, instructor
and the varying prompts used.”

Space is limited to eight individu-
als and all supplies are included. Reg-
ister at WorcesterLibrary.org under
“Events,” or call for assistance.

For more information on this
event, contact Coelho at 443-783-
6164 or ecoelho@worcester
library.org, or call the Ocean Pines
branch at 410-248-4014.

The mission of the Worcester
County Library is to promote read-
ing, thinking, learning, and the en-
joyment of the arts.

Send Valentine cards to
veterans; deadline Feb. 3

(Jan. 27, 2022) For the 19th year,
Valentine cards will be sent to four
veteran rehab medical centers to
thank them for their sacrifices and
to let them know they are loved, ap-
preciated and not forgotten.

All area schools, clubs, busi-
nesses, organizations and individ-
uals are invited to participate with
purchased cards (no youth cards),
but homemade cards are particu-
larly appreciated.

No postage is necessary and the
card is addressed to “A Veteran.”

Through the generosity of Linda
Dearing and the Copy Central
staff, the cards, plus some candy,
will be delivered to Charlotte Hall

Veterans Hospital, Baltimore
Rehab Center, Baltimore VA Med-
ical Center, and Perry Point Hos-
pital.

Drop off locations are: Sham-
rock Realty Group, 11049 Race-
track Rd., Ocean Pines; Copy
Central, Cathell Rd., Ocean Pines;
the Ocean Pines Library, the
Ocean Pines Community Center
and Recreation and Parks build-
ing, and other locations as they be-
come available. The deadline is
Thursday, Feb. 3.

This project is sponsored by
Caring for America, a mission of
the Republican Women of Worces-
ter County.

Worcester County Residents and

Property Owners

Be AWARE!

A proposed Text Amendment is being

considered to allow slaughterhouses

in A-1 Districts

facilities.

A proposed Text Amendment to allow slaughterhouses to
operate on A1 Agriculture land is being planned.

Slaughterhouses are only permitted as a special exception use
in the 1-2 Heavy Industrial District. The County has historically
and correctly recognized that slaughterhouses are compatible
only in the I-2 Heavy Industrial Zoning District due to adequate
infrastructure, including water, wastewater, and transportation

The proposed text change will permit farmers, investors,
businesses to operate slaughterhouses in A-1 Districts.

The future of Worcester County is at stake.

The detrimental impacts to our environment and
Maryland’s Coast will be significant.

We urge you to write to our planning commission and county
commissioners to oppose changing our zoning laws to allow
livestock slaughterhouses on A1Agriculture lands.

For more information, please email
saynotoslaughterhouses@gmail.com
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BELIEVE IN TOMORROW [T
CUT-ATHON!

A BENEFIT TO SUPPORT
COURTNEY BLACKFORD'S RACE
FOR THE CROWN

100% OF PROCEEDS FROM ALSO ACCEPTING
ALL SERVICES PROVIDED SERVICES INCLUDE COLOR, DONATIONS DURING EVENT:
DURING BENEFIT WILL BE DRY & SHAMPOO CUTS, BEACH TOWELS
DONATED TO THE BELIEVE HIGHLIGHTING, WAXING, PAPER PRODUCTS
IN TOMORROW NAILS, & MORE KID'S TOYS
CHILDREN’S HOUSE CLEANING SUPPLIES
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year’s school calendar, which was put
together after taking feedback from
parents, employees, and students.

The new calendar called for a mix
between early release and longer, yet
more frequent breaks during the
school year.

The 2022-2023 school year will
start on Sept. 6, includes a winter
break that kicks off with a half day on
Dec. 21 and lasts well over a week, and
a spring break that starts with a half
day on Wednesday, April 5, followed
by closures that Thursday, Good Fri-
day, Monday after Easter, and Tues-
day. The last day of school will be on
June 13.

The board approved the new sched-

The second evening will take on the 30 31
same format and will take place in T SN Qi P ——
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Cropper who died in July. Upon his
death, then Vice President Elena Mc-
Comas moved into the position of
president and Todd Ferrante was
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unanimously approved keeping McCo-
mas and Ferrante in their current po-
sition.
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CALENDAR LEGEND
Yellow - New Teacher Orientation

MNOTES

Worcaster County Public
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COMPLETE BODY SHOP

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER

CLEANING SERVICES

& Gadteq

giih, CARPET CARE

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
Grout Cleaning

Auto Sales & Service « Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists
TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE

ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD ROUTE 50, BERLIN
410-641-5262 410-641-3200

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

302-436-5652

Famlly aned and Operated Since 1983

DENTAL
DePalma Dental, ccc

Michael DePalma, D.D.S.
Errin DePalma, D.D.S.

500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3 Phone: 410-641-3222
Berlin, Maryland 21811 www.depalmadental.com

CONSTRUCTION

M ACTION SITE WORK Al

EXCAVATION & SKID STEER SERVICE
GRADING & GRAVEL ROAD MAINTENANCE
DEMOLITION & PROPERTY CLEAN UP
STORM CLEAN UP & DRAINAGE SOLUTIONS
UNDERBRUSH CONTROL & SAPLING REMOVAL

OFFICE 410-524-2424
KAI CROPPER
410-250-7653

ACTIONSITEWORK.COM

DRIVEWAY PAVING

weemer’s

PAVING & SEAL COATING

Residential - Commercial ¢ Licensed & Insured

ANY Driveway & Parking Lot Maintenance
Stone ¢ Millings Grading ¢ Patching
Black Top ° Tar & Chip * Seal Coating
Prompt & Quality Service * Call Us Today For Your FREE Estimate
888-ZWEEMER - 302-363-6116

SERVING DELMARVA We Accept All Major Credit Cards

ELECTRICIAN
Raymond O’Brocki Jr.

Master Electrician
443 691 0544 Call or Text

Same Rate Day, Evening, Weekends

" 35 Years Experience

No Job Too Small! Free Estimates!
Residential/Commercial/Emergencies!
MD Lic #2268 Waorcester Co Lic #M1337

BAYSIDEOC.COM
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FURNITURE REPAIR
Peter’s Repair Shop
& Sharpening Service

Furniture Repair & Refinishing
Caning ® Rushing
Shaker Webbing

We Sharpen: Knives, Scissors, Tools, Mower Blades

Free Pick-Up & Delivery

410-603-7582

MHIC
#83501

PAUL'S HOME IMPROVEMENTS

All phases of home improvements

FREE ESTIMATES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No job too small - No job too large
Handyman Home Services

Over 40 years
experience

410-641-1548

HOME IMPROVEMENT
PipelLine

Contracting, uic

Home Improvement Services Company

"“One stop shop
for Home
Improvement”

I Home Improvement Design & Bertch Cabinet Retail

* Flooring & Tile US Veterans

* Residential & Commercial Administration

* Servicing Maryland & Approved Contractor
Delaware Beaches

* Cabinets & Countertop

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

* General Carpentry &
Painting

11312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in Today!

(410) 208-1518 » (410) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net ¢ info@pipelinecontracting.net
MDHIC # 107489 « DE # 2014100304 * Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Established 1977 wnls

Home Improvement, Inc.

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

We accept MC/Visa
(410) 641-3762

MHIC #8465

Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured »

J

JUNK REMOVAL & HAULING

ol&
]unk Removal & Hauling

« No Job to Big or Small

® = Demolition - sheds and MORE!
« FREE Estimates
= Veteran Discounts

Same Day Dumpster Rental

410-881-5364
Veteran Owned

MENTAL HEALTH

11022 Nicholas Lane
Unit 2 Suite 1 Village Square Center j
medications / week & weekend appts. |

children / adolescents / adults / geriatric |
compassionate & holistic care |

p—
|
#

| b e

MOVING SERVICES

The Area’s Moving Gompany
LOCAL . ENTIRE EAST COAST

Residential or Office or Commercial
Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move
Single ltem or Certain ltems or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797

Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ochudgetmovers

40+ Years in Business Licensed & Insured

PAT

SPECIALIZING IN CABINET PAINTING
Delaware ~ Ocean Pines ~ Ocean City ~ Berlin

Free
Estimates

_ [/] Powerwashing

PAINTING

’S PAINTING IN THE PINES
Reliable and Affordable Painting

[/] Drywall Repairs
[ House/Deck Staining [/] Wallpaper Removal
] Custom Painting

410-641-5957

Resident of Ocean Pines

Licensed
& Insured

PAINTING

ZIMmerman : b reoms
& Son LLc

* WALLPAPER REMOVED
¢ DECK & HOUSE

STAINING
Painting & Powerwashing ¢ ALwAYS PROMPT
Interior & Exterior SERVICE
Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured
NOW ACCEPTING

10% Discount with this ad. CRFPIT CARDS!

Bill Zimmerman
410-390-5528 ~ cell 443-373-4539

— PRINTING & DESIGN
NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER

i OPEN
Full Business Center Mon_Fri.
Custom Gifts 9am-5pm

Graphic Designs
Retail Gift Items
Wedding Print Services

|Copyﬁ Cenfral ]
<

L8] ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

11065 Cathell Road * Ocean Pines
410-208-0641 * copycentral@verizon.net

ROOFING

FREE Estimates

ROOFING e GUTTERS
SUN TUNNELS e SKYLIGHTS

American
RoOooOfing <

Associate Broker, REALTOR
CRS® RSPS® ABR® SRS™ HOC®

Cell: 410-629-9070
www.bernieflax.com

Bernie Flax -\

REAL ESTATE

spwilagy

* AT THE BEAGH

Email: bernie@bernieflax.com

7501 Coastal Hwy., Ocean City, MD 21842 - Office: 443-552-7579

ROOF REPLACEMENT & REPAIRS

Shingle Roofs - Metal Roofs - Flat Roofs

108 Moss Hill Ln., Salisbury, MD 410-831-3938
32295 Nassau Rd., Lewes, DE 302-200-7663

COASTAL LIFE

REALTY GROUP
[iz] MLE

.%ﬁ’@ﬂu E

EXTERIORS

Family Owned & Operated
FREE ESTIMATES

REAL ESTATE

Are you looking - or as a team looking -
to relocate and work at the beach?

We have the professionals and the tools to
help you realize your goals.

TEXT - EXITDELMAR to 85377 for career and
employment opportunities.

11002 Manklin Meadow Lane #3 (Southgate)
Ocean Pines, MD 21811 410-208-3948

NEW LOCATION NOW OPEN!
EXIT Central Realty
29787 John J Williams Hwy., Ste #6

B EXIT REALTY AT THE BEACH

&Y [Bus Millsboro, DE 19966 « 302-424-8221
ROOFING
* 0 Payments m
*Olnterest PARADISE  Andescnmy
* 12 Months

* Free Estimates  410-430-2583

ROOFING - SIDING

WINDOWS - DOORS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MHIC 114960- Insured- Affordable

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement
Specialist Since 1989

ROOFING e SIDING » DURADEK  WINDOWS * GUTTERS

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946
10545 Friendship Road, Unit 3, Berlin, Maryland 21811
mmoesle @shoresidingmd.com
www.shoresidingmd.com

*Licenced in MD, DE &VA

DER LEE’

935 S'I"EPHEN DECATUR‘

o

JODY PALMISA
0 410-629-5600

WHOLESALE FOOD & PRODUCTS

BulkMorey*

Candy- Food - Pet- Wellness

Gew Outlets Ocean City
410-781-1797 » BulkMore.com
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Smell of bread rising warms heart, mind

It is that time of year again, a time
when it is important, if not impera-

tive, to Dbake
breads.
With the

chilly weather
and rain-sleet-
Snow mix
abound, there
is nothing like
the smell of
bread rising in
the kitchen to
warm the
hearts and
minds of peo-
ple around you.

As Francis Bacon once so fa-
mously stated, “Acorns were good,
until bread was found.”

Whether it is a simple dinner roll,
a 24-hour counter-made bread or a
sourdough boule from fresh poolish
and starter, there is something won-
derfully esoteric about homemade
bread.

Unlike meat (which I adore as
well) it doesn’t leave the house satu-
rated with that lingering residue of
heavy meaty overtones, which are sel-
dom desirable the longer they stick
around.

Instead, it is a temporary and de-
lightful aroma that fills the air until
the bread is gone; until the last
morsel has been used to sop the broth
of some mussels or cioppino, or the
remaining heel slathered with soft
garlic butter and washed down with a
crisp pinot noir.

I could wax poetic on the fireplace
and its role in this setting, but I think
that would be overkill. Suffice it to
say, bread has a special place in my
heart.

Truth be told, is there anything
more disappointing than a menu that
reads ‘fresh baguette’ and out comes
a from-the-freezer ciabatta? It is
heart-breaking; shattering almost.

Perhaps that is a little dramatic,
but you catch my drift. If you are like
me and going to ‘cheat’ with a piece
of bread, it better be well worth the
trouble.

As this is the first week in the new
semester at school, I start my baking
class out by having them make the
soft roll you see below. This is from
“On Baking,” an amazing book on the
subject by Sarah Labensky et al.

It is about the best and most thor-
ough tome you will find on baking, at
least at the introductory level.

I throw this at the students for one
reason, and one reason alone.

Iinsist on having them jump right
into the one thing that many of them

By Paul Suplee,
MBA, CEC, PC-3

believe that they cannot do: bake.
And what they learn is that they can
do just that.

In fact, what they learn is that they
are much handier in the kitchen than
they previously believed. And that is
exactly why I have them do it.

It is one of the most satisfying
things of being a teacher; watching
your students grasp what they can be-
come and what they can do.

Last semester, in a basic cooking
class, I had my students make a hot
Italian sausage from scratch.

I went through the process of
grinding, and then double grinding
through an ice-cold set up. Then we
added our seasoning, made testers to
ensure that the sausage was right
where we wanted it to be. And, then
we made our sausage. Was it simple?

Yes, it was. Is it easy to mess up?
Absolutely, but they didn’t need to
know that. They just needed to un-
derstand how simple it can be to cre-
ate a forcemeat, a skill that will last
them their entire career and beyond.

The same applies to baking. I can’t
say that any of my students aspire to
be pastry chefs or bakers. But having
that basic knowledge is a tenet that

e

we as chefs and teachers can never
take for granted.

It is wonderful to see an underling
gain a little confidence in the
bakeshop and then watch them blos-
som from there.

To me, that has been the most sat-
isfying part of my fourteen-year ca-
reer in education.

These dinner rolls are simple and
delicious. Remember, nothing in the
kitchen or bakeshop needs to be dif-
ficult to taste great.

Just roll with it, pun intended, and
expand your skillset in the kitchen.
After all, I can’t think of a better time
of year to do it.

Soft Dinner Rolls

adapted from On Baking, Lebansky

makes 64 rolls

2 oz. Cake yeast or dry yeast

24 oz. Water between 95-100 degrees
F

2.75# Hi-gluten flour

1 oz. Salt, fine ground

4 oz. Granulated sugar

2 oz. Milk powder

2 oz. Shortening

2 oz. Unsalted butter

2 large eggs
Egg wash, as needed

Dissolve the yeast in the water in a
bowl.

Combine flour, salt, sugar, milk
powder, shortening, butter and eggs
in the bowl of a stand mixer.

Add the water/yeast mixture and
knead with a hook for ten minutes.

Transfer to an oiled bowl and proof
at 100F for about an hour or until it
has doubled. You may place a damp
towel on top or cover the bowl with
plastic wrap. This will keep the dough
from forming a skin and drying out.

When the dough has risen, punch
the dough down and allow to rest.

Cut into 2 oz. dough balls and roll
into whatever shape you like.

Proof again until doubled.

Use an egg or dairy wash of your
liking (many recipes online).

Bake for 12 to 15 minutes or until
the rolls are golden brown.

—Paul Suplee is a Professor

of Culinary Arts at Wor-Wic
Community College and owner of
boxcar4o and boxcar on main.
Visit him at www.boxcar4o.com;
www.boxcaronmain.com
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Calendar

Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com
by 5 p.m. Monday. All community-related activities will be

published at no charge.

Thurs., Jan. 27

REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR RECRE-
ATION & PARKS MIDNIGHTER

Northside Park Recreation Complex,
200 125th St., Ocean City. Held Jan 29,
6 p.m. to midnight. Featuring Gladiator
Dodgeball, Laser-Tag, bowling and food.
For grades 77th and 8th. Cost is $38 for
Ocean City residents and $46 for non-
residents. Register by Jan 17. 410-250-
0125

STORY TIME ‘AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT: ERIC
CARLE’

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages
2-5 years. www.worcesterlibrary.org,
410-632-2600

MID-MORNING CRAFTS: MUSICAL IN-
STRUMENTS

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m.
Make and take home some great musical
instruments, perfect for at home sing-a-
longs. For ages 2-5 years. www.worces-
terlibrary.org, 410-632-2600

CROCHETED RUGS

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 301 Market St., 2-5 p.m. Learn
how to crochet a rug from old sheets.
Bring a size K, L or M crochet hook and
old sheets, cotton or poly cotton fabric
or clothing cut into 11/4” wide strips.
Register: www.worcesterlibrary.org.
410-632-2600

ZUMBA FOR ALL LEVELS

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4:30-5:30
p-m. Join certified Zumba instructor
Joyce Landsman for an hour of move-
ment. These classes uplift and improve
mood. Register:
www.worcesterlibrary.org under
“Events.” 410-632-2600

BEACH SINGLES-55 PLUS

Thursdays - Harpoon Hanna'’s, 39064
Harpoon Road, Fenwick Island, DE, 4-6
p-m. Info: 302-436-9577 or Beachsin-
gles.org

Fri., Jan. 28

SCHOOLS OUT CAMP

Worcester County Recreation Center,
6030 Public Landing Road, Snow Hill,
7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Participants play
various sports, games, make crafts and
more. Choose 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. or
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact Derek Jarmon,
410-632-2144, Ext. 2509 or
djarmon@marylandscoast.org.

BINGO FOR BABIES
Ocean City Knights of Columbus Hall,

9901 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 6:30
p-m. Doors open at 5 p.m. Play every
game for $24. Refreshments are avail-
able as are pull tabs and 50/50 games.
Proceeds will be dedicated to the Grace
Center for Maternal and Women’s
Health in Berlin. 410-524-7994

Sat., Jan. 29

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BREAKFAST BUFFET
Whaleysville United Methodist, 11716
Sheppards Crossing Road, 7-10 a.m.
Buffet includes pancakes, bacon,
sausage, scrapple, scrambled eggs,
chipped beef, hash brown potatoes,
toast, fruit and assorted beverages. Cost
is $8 for adults and $4 for children. 410-
603-0294

FUNDRAISER FOR PAUL DAISEY

Smitty McGee’s Raw Bar & Restaurant,
37234 Lighthouse Road, Selbyville, 11
a.m.-9 p.m. Featuring $1 beers, $2 rail
drinks, $5.20 Key West wings, and an
auction including fishing trips, golf, spa
and restaurant. Also featuring 1/2 off
apparel. Music by Dustin Showers Band,
3-6 p.m. and DJ Waxx, 6-9 p.m. 302-
436-4716

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239
Ocean Parkway, 9:00 a.m. to noon. Shop
for everything from fresh local produce
to unique handmade artisan goods.
Open to the public.

Mon., Jan. 31

BOB DYLAN AT 80

Bob Dylan continues to release albums
and remain relevant in the 21st century.
Frank DeLucco and Harry Burkett offer
their opinions in this audio presenta-
tion, 2 p.m. Prerecorded on Facebook.
410-632-2600

T.0.PS. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin,
5-6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is
a weekly support and educational group
promoting weight loss and living a
health lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-641-
0157

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 7:00-9:00
p-m. All ladies that love to sing invited.
Contact Mary, 410-629-9383 or Carol
Ludwig, 302-242-7062.

Tues., Feb. 1

FAITH-BASED PARTNERSHIP
John H. ‘Jack’ Burbage, Jr. Regional
Cancer Care Center, 9707 Healthway

Drive, Berlin, 10-11 a.m. Also held via
Zoom. A cooperative effort between
AGH and local worship centers to in-
crease health awareness, education and
healthy living incentives. gmansell@at-
lanticgeneral.org or 410-641-9725.

STORY TIME ‘GOING ON A SAFARI’
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 301 Market St., 10:30 a.m. Sto-
ries, and songs about animals found on
an African safari, For ages 2-5 years.
www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-632-
2600

STORY TIME ‘BEARS HIBERNATE’
Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m.
Stories, songs and fingerplays. Take-
home activity included. For ages 2-5
years. www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-
632-2600

MASTER GARDENER PLANT CLINIC WITH
GINNY ROSENKRANZ

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m.
Mast Gardener Ginny Rosenkranz talks
about all things plants. Bring any ques-
tions you have. Feel free to show your
plants as well.
www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-632-
2600

AFRICAN AMERICAN ART

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m.
This group looks at some of the high-
lights of Black artists. Investigating an
abbreviated history of people who were
left out of the canons of art history.
www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-632-2600

DELMARVA DANCING

Tuesdays - Selbyville Elks Lodge 2173,
13324 Worcester Highway, Bishopville,
5:30-9 p.m. Dance to the sounds of the
’50s and ’60s. A $5 donation to benefit
Veterans. Participants show proof of
vaccination or wear a mask. delmarva-
handdance@gmail.com, 410-208-1151

Wed., Feb. 2

STORY TIME ‘BLACK HISTORY MONTH’
Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories about
Black History Month. For ages 2-5 years.
www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-632-
2600

JOB SEARCH WORKSHOP

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 3-5
p-m. Drop in to receive one-on-one
guidance from library staff to strengthen
your resume and help with your job
search. www.worcesterlibrary.org, 410-
632-2600

DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 3:30-4:30
p-m. The group provides discussion, ed-
ucation and a speaker. Darlene Jame-
son, 410-208-9761,
djameson@atlanticgeneral.org

ONGOING EVENTS

VALENTINE’S DAY ESCAPE ROOM

Teams of four or fewer may participate
throughout the month of February at all
Worcester County Library branches. At
the end of the month, teams with the
shortest time will win a special prize.
For ages 12-18 years. www.worcesterli-
brary.org

VALENTINE DINNER

To be held Feb. 12 from 4-7 p.m. at the
Sons of the American Legion Post 166,
2308 Philadelphia Ave. N.Y. Strip Steak
& Shrimp Dinner with baked potato,
vegetable, dessert and complimentary
drink. Cost is $20. Tickets are available
at the post or by calling 410-289-3166.

FREE WELLNESS WORKSHOPS

Free workshops dealing with hyperten-
sion, chronic pain self-management,
chronic disease self-management, dia-
betes, fall prevention and a free 6-week
workshop titled, “Building Better Care-
givers.” If you would like to register for
one of these workshops or you would
like more information about bringing
any of the workshops to your business or
group, contact Jill at MAC, 410-742-
0505, Ext. 159 or jak@macinc.org.

‘SAVE OUR STORIES’

The Ocean City Life-Saving Station Mu-
seum is asking community members to
send in their accounts as to how COVID-
19 has impacted them. The submissions
can be a specific experience, direct an-
swers to the prompt questions, or a
combination. No story is too long or too
short. To submit, visit www.ocmu-
seum.org. Info:
Christine@ocmuseum.org.

ART FOR WELLNESS

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m.
Sivan Perdue, art therapist, introduces
and guides the group on ways to use art
to increase wellness, Feb. 2, 9 and 16.
Supplies are included. Register:
www.worcesterlibrary.org under
“Events.” 443-783-6164

LIBRARY TO GO & PRINTING TO GO

Safe contactless pick-up of library mate-
rials at all Worcester County branches.
Call to schedule a pick-up time. Mobile
printing services also available at all
Worcester County branches. (Only black
and white copies are available.)
https://worcesterlibrary.org/article/pri
nting-go
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WE BUY Like New & Used Cars, Trucks & Trailers

WE PAY CASH!

RACETRACK AUTO SALES
n 410-352-5070

PREVIOUSLY OWNED VEHICLES FOR SALE

MD STATE INSPECTED - BUY HERE PAY HERE - RACETRACKOC.COM

2003 TOYOTA CAMRY ¢ ‘15 FORD FUSION

SMITH’S MARKET

BEER ¢ WINE  SNACKS ¢ PROPANE REFILLS

TAG & TITLE

SERVICE

No Appointment Neccessary
Mon-Sat 8am-5:30 pm

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 * 410-352-5070
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetr;
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CLASS

Classifieds appear in Ocean City Today & Bayside Gazette each week and online at oceancitytoday.com & baysideoc.com

Call 410-723-6397
by Monday 5 p.m.

afkeplace
m

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SEEKING CREATIVE
SOCIAL MEDIA
SPECIALIST
with background in graphic
design, social media
marketing and online
sales. Familiarity with
Etsy is a plus!
Good pay. Part-time.
Extremely flexible hours.
Inquiries call
433-880-2486

‘5’% DUNKIN’
AMERICA RUNS ON DUNKIN'

NOW HIRING!

Production Crew
for our WOC kitchen facility
Up to $20/hr.

Apply online at:
www.delmarvadd.com

WE ARE HIRING
BEACH BUS DRIVERS!

HOP ON BOARD WITH OUR
NEW HIRING INCENTIVES

EMPLOYMENT PERKS

» Reimbursement for Out of State Driving Record
» No Cost for MD State Driving Record

+ Reimbursement for DOT Physical up to $75

+ Paid CDL training and Licensure

- Early Application Bonus

* Recruitment Referral Bonus

+ Loyalty End of Season Bonus

Contact 410-723-1606 to request an application package
oceancitymd.gov

Castle Sand

Hotel Reservationist

This is an hourly full-time position, located on site at the
Castle in the Sand Hotel in Ocean City, MD. Must be
available weekdays and weekends for morning or mid shifts
as scheduled by supervisor. This position is seasonal with
potential to become year round.

Essential Job Functions:

» Answer reservation calls for a busy, unique, oceanfront
resort with many different kinds of accommodations such as
suites, efficiencies, condominiums, and cottages.

+ Focus on providing excellent customer service on each
call while kindly keeping the focus of the call on the hotel,
room types, and amenities in an effort to sell the room in
the most efficient amount of time as possible.

« This role will include heavily assisting with the
booking.com and Expedia platforms which will consist of
entering and modifying reservations, updating inventory
and rates, answering guest messages in a professional
manner, etc.

* Assist with reservations duties for our sister property,
Barefoot Mailman, as needed

* Any other duties as assigned by supervisor
Requirements:

+ Education — High School Diploma or equivalent

+ Excellent customer service skills

+ Strong verbal and written communication skills

+ Reliable with an exceptional work ethic and positive
attitude

+ Must be extremely detail oriented and possess the ability
to multi-task

+ Good knowledge of standard computer software packages

Experienced applicants are preferred, but not required.
We require a satisfactory pre-employment
background check by all applicants.

Please contact Bob at 410-289-6846 for further
information or to schedule an interview.

CLASSIFIEDS CALL 410-723-6397

CONSTRUCTION Hiring ALL
WORKERS/ 3“” Positions!!
CARPENTERS

FOOO-FUEL-FAST

Full time & Part time
Fenwick and Selbyville
Locations

To apply go to:
www.mygcjob.com

Must have experience.
Competitive pay.
Call 443-856-5600 or
email your resume at
skylineconstructionoc@
gmail.com

SPRING SPORTS COACHES

Worcester Preparatory School, a coeducational college
preparatory day school serving over 500 students in grades
PK-12, is currently seeking Spring Coaches for:

Boys Varisty Lacrosse Assistant, Boys JV Lacrosse Head

Coach/Varsity Assistant, Middle School Boys Lacrosse
Head Coach, Middle School Boys Lacrosse Assistant, Girls
Varsity Tennis Assistant.
Minimum of 2 yrs. experience and CJIS Background
Screening required. EOE

Contact: Matt McGinnis
410-641-3575 or
mmcginnis@worcesterprep.org

Womcrsiin Prirowrom Scioo

Rental Office Manager
Needed
Full-time Position

Year Round
We have two busy rental offices. We are looking for someone
who can train for a Office Management position in our Ocean
City office. Vacation Rentals and some Year-Round Property
Management.
0 Real Estate License Required
U References Required
1 Professional/Friendly
4 Must be willing to travel to meet with prospective
owners and inspect properties as needed
1 Must work most weekends as needed
Q Administrative skills needed
0 Special Sales commission opportunities
Please fax resumes, letters and references to
or inquiries to
Hileman Real Estate, Inc.
Attn: Chris to fax # 410-208-9562 or email
Hilemanre@aol.com

Mechanics Needed -
Frankford - Immediate
Opportunity! Lawn mower
and two-stroke general
mechanic - set your own
schedule! Full time with
benefits or part time. Walker
mowers, Red Max two-
strokes, routine vehicle
maintenance. Set up your
toolbox in our busy
landscape shop and start a
new career!
Contact Sposato
302-645-4773 x122.

Montego Bay Market
has positions available in Deli
and stocking. One deli
morning position does
require cooking and salad
making abilities. These are
full time, year round. Please
apply in person. Located in
the Montego Bay Shopping
Center, 12903 Coastal
Hwy., Ocean City.

Small Engine Mechanic.
Year-round. Competitive
wages. 443-754-1047

MAINTENANCE

Full time, year-round
position w/attractive
benefits package. Reliable
company & excellent
work environment.
410-524-0880

New Year!

New Career!

Atlantic Shores Sotheby's
Int. Realty is hiring.
Experienced Real Estate
Agents, Real Estate
Assistants, Transaction
Coordinators, and

Buyers Agents. RENTALS
Thinking of a Career
change? Seeking YR & Seasonal
We offer Real E Rentals! Call Howard Martin
® Seholarania e Realty 410-352-5555.
No experience necessary. WEEKLY RENTALS
Contact Steven Dia
110-245.1089 AVAILABLE NOW
Poolfront................. $245/wk
Efficiency.............. $275/wk
2BR Apartment.....$350/wk
3BR Suite.............. $425/wk

@
Hiring Cooks (up to $18),
Audio/Video Techs,
Distillery Tour Guides,
Maintenance Staff,

Head Distiller, Painter,
& Carpenter.

Apply in person or online
at seacrets.com

Burgundy Inn
1210 Philadelphia Ave.
410-289-8581

B '
REAL ESTATE INC

Yearly & Seasonal
Chairside We WSD;E'?JS Pets
DENTAL ASS'T.

7700 Coastal Hwy
410-524-7700

www. holidayoc.com

Experience Preferred
Ocean View, DE

Email Resume:

molarbiz@yahoo.com

<

CLARION

RESORT

Y CHOICE HOTELE

Employment Opportunities:

Full Time, Year Round: Server, Hostess,
Maintenance, Room Attendant, Human
Resources Assistant

Top Wages
Excellent Benefits

Clarion Resort Fontainebleau Hotel
Attn: Human Resources Dept.
10100 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MID 21842
Phone: 410-524-3535, ext. 7128
Fax: 410-723-9109
EOE M/E/D/NV

Work At The BEACH...
Work With The BEST!!

Top wages and excellent benefits package
available to successful candidates.

GET IT RENTED
HERE!
P i AL 410-723-6397
A : AN POSITIONS! WWW.
“ Startmg wages are oceanc“yt()day'
$13.50-$15.00 depending com
on experience.
Full time & Part time WWW.
Stop by our location on baysideoc.
52nd Street

or call 443-664-2825 com

FT/PT LIFEGUARD OPPORTUNITIES
at the Health and Aquatic Club in Bayside

BAYSIDE

in Selbyville with competitive pay up to $15/hour,
based on experience. Training & Uniforms provided.
Contact Bob Tugya: 302.988.2315

www.oceancitytoday.com ™y

e Convenient

* Quick

* No Waiting, No Calls

e Days, Nights & Weekends
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SEEKING RENTAL

Retired, Single Female
seeking immediate year-
round rental in Ocean City,
Ocean Pines or Berlin area.
443-754-7054

COMMERCIAL

2 Office/Retail Spaces
available in West Ocean City.
Each are approximately
1600 sgq. ft.

Call 443-497-4200

STORAGE

Storage West Ocean City.
2-car garage for rent
w/attached work room.
Total 775 sq. ft.

Call John 410-726-0075.

SERVICES

WE BUY AND SELL
pre-owned furniture,
antiques & collectibles.
Rt. 346 Emporium, LLC,
Parsonsburg, VID.
443-880-3082

www.baysideoc.com

www.oceancitytoday.com

SERVICES

DONATIONS

Do you have an old bicycle
not being used? It could
mean a world of difference to
a hard-working international
student. We are looking to
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at
443-975-3065.

Deadline is 5pm Monday

BUDGET MOVERS

443-664-5797
LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING
Full Packing Service

Piano Movers - Full Service

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

Serving the Newspapers of
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
NETWORK

WANT TO BUY OR TRADE
FREON WANTED: We pay
$$$ for cylinders and cans.
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114.
Convenient. Certified Profes-
sionals. Call 312-291-9169 or
visit RefrigerantFinders.com

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds &
Shades. FREE in-home esti-
mates make it convenient to
shop from home. Professional
installation.  Top quality -
Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 888-814-0566.

Ask about our specials!

Advertise in MDDC 410-723-6397

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Af-
fordable prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts
available. 877-738-0991.

MISC. SERVICES
LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us take
the stress out of moving! Call
now to speak to one of our
Quality Relocation Specialists:
866-314-0734.

LIFE LlNEKgSCREENlNQ
The Power of Prevention

Are you at risk for stroke or cardiovascular disease?

Call Life Line Screening at

888-787-4645

Special Offer for Readers
5 screening package for $149

Compiraiier
B Wy 1 sty Prascige.
et 49+

WESLEY

FINANC U, LLC

We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach out to us for help getting rid of their timeshare. In 2019,
we relieved over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and maintenance fees. We can help.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

888-984-2917

Medicare has changed.
Find out how it can affect you.

For FREE Medicare Supplement information
from Physicians Life Insurance Company, call:

1-866-822-5621

or visit MedSupBenefit.com/mddc

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the LS. Government or the Federal Medicare Program.
| understand | have no obligation, This is a solicitation of insurance, A licensed agent/producer may contact you. (MD, VA:

1-866-368-6214

Call to get an ADT Security System +
Get a $100 ADT Visa Reward Card FREE"

ADT's 24/7 monitoring plus top of the line security cameras help ensure your loved
ones are safe — whether you're out and about or in the next room.

Call today to speak with a home security expert
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These policies are available to people under age 65 eligible for Medicare due to a disability). (VA: For a complete description
of policy exclusions, limitations, and costs or other coverage details, please contact your insurance agent or the company).
Policy form number L0O30, LO35, LO36, LO37, LO38, FOO1, FOOZ (OK: LO300K, LO350K, LO360K, LO3TOK, LO3BOK; TN: LO3OTN,
LO35TN, LO36TN, LO3TTN; LO3BTN, FOOITN, FOO2TN; LO30VA, LO35VA, LO36VA, LO3TVA, LO3BVA).
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" PROM NIGHT
SAT, FEB. 5, 2022 7-N1PM

' (DATE IS SUBJECT TO RESCHEDULE DUE TO COVID)

Uo™ ST. & THE BAY
OCEAN CITY, MD 21842

¥ .
J < L

' Children’s Foundation

Beach Respite Housing Program

INCLUDES

DINNER « DESSERT « HARRY HOUR PRICING ALL NITE

&

ATTIRE

BREAK OUT YOUR RADDEST 80'S GEAR & NEON ATTIRE FOR
THIS GLOW PARTY! OR COME DRESSED AS YOUR FAVORITE 80'S ICON!

TICKETS

*4O / PERSON IN ADVANCE -+ *45 / PERSON AT THE DOOR
PURCHASE TICKETS AT BELIEVEINTOMORROW.ORG/PROMNIGHT
OR CALL 410.723.2842
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