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Parents, teachers, students and staff voice their opinions of the state’s rejection of the Worcester County Board of Education’s request for a grant to help pay for the construction of a new Buckingham
Elementary School in Berlin. The Friday evening demonstration drew hundreds of protesters who marched while chanting, “Build the bear,” a reference to the school mascot.

Crowd protests denial of school funding

Buckingham Elem. needs
replacing, say backers, who
want state to hear them

By Cindy Hoffman
Staff Writer

(Nov. 9. 2023) Main Street in
Berlin was filled with marching par-
ents, teachers and students chanting
“Build the bear!” last Friday evening

during a protest over lack of state
funding for the construction of a new
Buckingham Elementary School
(BES).

Hundreds of people attended the
march, carrying signs reading “It’s
time to use our outside voices,” and
“teachers, staff and students are not
political pawns.”

Buckingham Elementary School,
which was built in 1978, with no

major renovations or additions in 45
years. It is the largest Title I school in
Worcester County, with 60 percent of
students coming from homes of
poverty and qualifying for free and
reduced-price meals.

It is currently using five portable
classrooms and four instructional
spaces in its media center. The bus
parking area is not designed for bus
traffic, making for a growing safety

concern at the school, according to a
letter to Gov. Wes Moore from State
Senator Mary Beth Carozza (R-38).
Last October, a capital improve-
ment program was submitted to the
state for the 2024 fiscal year. The
package asked for and received fund-
ing approval from the Interagency
Committee of School Construction
for planning and design costs.
See PARENTS on page 3

* Assisted Living * Memory Care

A Home-Like Setting with Peace of Mind

K Call 410-449-4090 Today for more information or to schedule a visit.

1135 Ocean Parkway ¢ Ocean Pines, Maryland 21811 ¢ 410-449-4090

Catered Living
Ocean Pines
cateredliving.com
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Crabcake Factory Off Season Specials

NEW DEALS * Original Crabcake Factory & The Original Crabcake Factory West
All Locations Open 7 Days a Week * Visit CrabcakeFamily.com for Each Location Specials

TUESDAYS WEDNESDAYS THURSDAYS
$12.50 CHEESESTEAKS  PIZZA * PASTA * PRIME  11AM - 4PM LUNCH
Both MD Locations *All Day & All Night* 1/2 Rack & Fl'l.: $12.50
AYCE Crab Legs with  $19.99 Prime $10Pasta . r1 v e n oot s2s

n or Carry Out $22
Shrimp, Corn & Pups  Pizza @West OCOnly g pips 8 Shrim
@ West OC Location  $10 Plain or Pepperoni v

MONDAYS
Famous Crab Melt $12
11 AM - 4 PM LUNCH
$25 Crabcake Combos
with Ribs or Chicken
4-8 PM Dinner Special

Original Burley Oak
" - 7
|Beer Batter Rockfish

LUNCH FRIDAY

NOW FEATURING
Our ORIGINAL 1996
LUMP RECIPE FOR

COLOSSAL CRABCAKES

If you haven't Tried Our
Colossal Lump Crabcakes
You Haven’t Had Our Best.

Shipping Our Colossal

\Lump Crabcakes Plus

Classic Crabcakes Since
1996 * Every State in USA

'BEST CRABCAKES
-3y OCMD

BEST OF
g coastal
_ - .':.T'r'LE
THE RESULTS ARE IN!

West OC Only $25

Voted|BestiGrabcakes]inlloriceste dCounty;
Voted|BesyNewjRestaurantiWolicestedCounty,
oted|Best§Seafoodl&lBestiHappylHouls
CGoastaliStyle}2023dBesHofl0'ceanCityfcom

SNOWICRAB

Emﬁm'{t;y
ROCKfiSh|Every,
JaylA28IBothiSpots)

Crabcake Factory West 443-664-3322
12445 Ocean Gateway * West Ocean City
OG Crabcake Factory 443-856-2430
CCF Bayside Delaware 302-988-5000

SUNDAY FOOTBALL MENU
1PM to 7 PM * Bar & Bar Tables

$10 GAME MENU
Wings, Pizza &
Much More..

SUNDAY &
SPECIAL IS ‘%
BACK 4-8 PM \1« /

o
$30 Two Crabcake ”\

Platters with FF & Slaw

$40 for COLOSSAL All Locations
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Marchers parade down the street in Berlin to protest the state’s decision not to help pay for a new

Buckingham Elementary School.

Parents, staff, students
marched through Berlin

Continued from Page 1

But later the Buckingham project
was declared ineligible for cost-shar-
ing because additional classroom
space is available at other county
schools with small class sizes.

On Oct. 17, the Worcester County
Commissioners voted to pause the
new Buckingham Elementary School
construction project due to the lack of
funds.

“The commissioners were un-
aware, even as plans moved forward,
that no state funding was available,”
Commissioner Chip Bertino said.
“The loss of state matching funds
places a significant burden on county
taxpayers, who would shoulder one
hundred percent of planning and
construction costs if the county pro-

ceeded with the project as currently
proposed.”

The county allocated $1.6 million
in FY22 surplus funding for the proj-
ect. The board of education reallo-
cated the county funding to cover
design costs, and the project was set
to go to the bond market in FY25.

Bertino said that the school board
needed to talk with the state and see
how the project might proceed,
stressing that the county taxpayers
would not pick up the bill for the en-
tire cost of Buckingham.

“We’re already disadvantaged be-
cause of the lack of funding that the
state provides to us for the ongoing
operation of education here,” Bertino
said. “I don’t see how we can go for-
ward with the lack of state funding.”
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Furniture & Accessories
for Home & Garden

LOCAL ART « VINTAGE
UNUSUAL « ANTIQUE
ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE

OPEN Fri-Sun

10-4pm

Call or Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
or email: jaynesreliable@gmail.com

302.927.0049

On the corner, south of the stoplight
33034 Main St., Dagsboro

Jewelry
BUY-SELL
TRADE

Why consign?
Immediate payment
for your items.

You will be treated like family
& given individual attention.

Sasha’s Jewels, Lic

JEWELRY REPAIR * CUSTOM DESIGNS & APPRAISALS
sashas.jewels@yahoo.com

CaPtain,s lable

AN OCEAN CITY TRADITION
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

HAPPY

HOUR

4-6PM EVERYDAY

10 SELECT APPETIZERS
3 DOMESTICS
4 CRAFT BEERS
§  STHOUSE WINE
5 RAIL DRINKS

CAPTAINSTABLEOC.COM | 410-289-7192

RESTAURANTS
S
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Berlin Lions Club
charters local Boy
Scout Troop 225

(Nov. 9, 2023) The Berlin Lions
Club recently stepped up to become
the new charter organization for Boy
Scouts of America Troop 225.

According to a news release, mem-
bers of both organizations are excited
about joining to support each other
and the community.

BSA Troop 225 was originally char-
tered in 1994 and currently meets at
the Berlin Fire Company on Tuesday
evenings at 6:30 p.m.

Both the Boy Scouts and Lions or-
ganizations are currently looking
for new members. For the Lions Club,
contact Russell Hammond at
410-726-8076. For Troop 225 contact
Clint Bickford at
clintscouting@gmail.org.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO/OCEAN CITY TODAY
Pictured, from left with a charter check from the Berlin Lions Club to the Boy Scouts of America
Troop 226, are Grover Collins, Matt Balish, Sarah Woodward, Vincent Schicchi, Joe Andrews, Woody
Woodward, Ben Stallings, Maddox Mitchell, Liam Balish, Bob Palladino, Diane Hurney and Clint
Bickford.

WE BUY & SELL COINS CURRENCY SILVER & PLATINUM |

Immediate Evaluations & Payment - | Piece or Entire Collection

THANK YOU
|| VETERANS

-------

9936 STEPHEN DECATUR HWY *RT 50 & 611 FOOD LION SHOPPING CENTER WOC
410-213-7505 ~ 800-882-8827 - KOZMAJEWELERS.COM Lic. No.2294
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Nichols appointed
VP pro tem during
Burrell’s absence

By Cindy Hoffman
Staff Writer

(Nov. 9, 2023) Berlin Town Coun-
cil member Shaneka Nichols has
been appointed vice president pro
tempore during Council Vice Presi-
dent Dean Burrell’s absence from the
council through the end of the year,
or until his return.

The appointment was made last
Thursday, following Burrell’s an-
nouncement that he has some back
issues that has kept him in constant
pain and is planning to have surgery
to address the problem.

His recovery time will last several
weeks and said he would be away
from the council during November
and December and expects to return
after the first of the year.

“I ask that you keep me in your
prayers,” Burrell said.

“We hope to see you back here as
quickly as possible,” Mayor Zack Tyn-
dall said.

The council unanimously passed a
motion reading, “The Vice-President
Pro-Tempore shall assume the duties
and responsibilities of the Council
Vice-President effective immediately
and such appointment shall expire
when Council Vice-President Burrell
returns to the position or shall renew
upon approval of a majority of the
Council effective April 1, 2024, for a
period of time to be determined.”

Council member Steve Green
nominated Nichols as vice president
pro tem.

“I think she will do a wonderful job
and it is very important to maintain
diversity in our leadership positions,”
he said.

“I appreciate your confidence,” she
replied, adding, “Mr. Burrell, you
leave ginormous clown-like shoes to
fill in this time period. I will be very
respectful, and I will do my best to
keep your seat warm. I pray for a
speedy recovery.”

Berlin holiday tree
to arrive at 3 p.m,,
next Tues., Nov. 14

(Nov. 9, 2023) The Town of Berlin
will celebrate the arrival of the town
Christmas tree next week.

According to a news release from
the mayor’s office, the tree will arrive at
3 p.m., next Tuesday, Nov. 14.

For more details on the tree and
other information about upcoming hol-
iday events, visit @ TownofBerlin and
@VisitBerlinMD on social media, or
berlinmainstreet.com/events/ online.

Shops in town are also now open
late every Friday through the end of
December for holiday shopping.
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Veterans Day serwces memorlals set Sat

Ocean Pines, Ocean City
planning events to Nov. 11
to celebrate armed forces

(Nov. 9, 2023) People who want to
celebrate and honor active and past
United States service members will
have chances on Veterans Day this
Saturday in Ocean Pines and Ocean
City.

Ocean Pines

The Worcester County Veterans
Memorial Foundation will host its
traditional ceremony to commemo-
rate the holiday on Nov. 11.

The tribute begins at 11 a.m. at the
memorial grounds in Ocean Pines.

Memorial Foundation President
Marie Gilmore said in a news release
that the ceremony will include patri-
otic music from the Delmarva Cho-
rus, a color guard presentation of
local American Legion representa-
tives, and an address by guest
speaker Col. David Cahn.

“Col. Cahn, USMC (retired) had a
highly distinguished career spanning
35 years,” Gilmore said in the release.
“He served in the Middle East,
Granada, Panama, South Korea, and
on major Marine Corps bases. He was
actively involved in wars and conflicts
during Iraqi Freedom, Enduring
Freedom, the Gulf War, Beirut, and

ter County
s Memorial

= i

FILE PHOTO/OCEAN CITY TODAY

A group of veterans present the colors during last year’s Veterans Day ceremony at the Ocean Pines Community Center.

Grenada. We are honored to have
Col. Cahn as our Keynote Speaker.”

Some seating will be provided, but
those who attend are encouraged to
bring chairs.

In the event of inclement weather,
the ceremony will move to the Ocean
Pines Community Center.

For more information on the
Worcester County Veterans Memo-
rial at Ocean Pines and the Worcester
County Veterans Memorial Founda-
tion, visit opvets.org.

Ocean City

The American Legion Synepuxent
Post 166 will hold its annual Veterans
Day celebration at 1:30 p.m. at the
post headquarters in Ocean City.

The ceremony is open to the public
and will include the array of activities
and speeches the group presents each
year to celebrate veterans.

“Veterans Day is a commemora-
tion of all military Veterans, past and
present, as opposed to Memorial Day,
a more somber observance that com-

memorates the loss of lives of military
personnel serving in our Armed
Forces during times of war,” Ed
Pinto, the post historian, said in an
email of the holiday.

Throughout the year, the members
of the post host charitable giving pro-
grams and other activities for local
veterans and the community.

Saturday’s event will be at the post
headquarters at 2308 Philadelphia
Ave. in Ocean City. For more infor-
mation, call 410-289-3166.

NOVEMBER 10,11 & 12 - OCEAN CITY CONVENTION CENTER
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Handmade Crafts, Great Gifts and Furry Friends

PET CONTESTS

Big Dog * Small Dog e Trick * Talker
Wiggle Butt » Prettiest ® Owner/Pet Look-A-Like
Most Macho ¢ Best Rescue Story

40th St. & Coastal Highway

Friday 10:30-5 « Saturday 10:30-5 * Sunday 10:30-3:30
www.oceanpromotions.info « events@oceanpromotions.info

PAWSOME
PICTURES

Admission

with this coupon
(good for 1 person)
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WE WANT TO KNOW @B

you are important

Help us by taking our
readership survey

Share your opinion!
N

Complete the survey and enter
the drawing for a chance to

win a $50 gift card!

Deadline November 30th
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VINTAGE PINK & GREEN ~.~':_.

Quilt Studio

SNOW HILL, MD

KITS. BUNDLES. BOLTS. NOTIONS

303 E. MARKET STREET, SNOW HILL, MD 21863
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Ocean Downs only Maryland
casino to show Oct. increase

(Nov. 9, 2023) Ocean Downs
Casino is hardly the biggest source of
casino gambling revenue in Maryland,
but it was the only one of the state’s six
gaming parlors to show increased rev-
enue in October.

According to a news release, the
Berlin casino’s 861 slot machines and
19 table games took in more than
$8.22 million last month to post a gain
of $207,344 over October 2022. The
other five operations experienced de-
clines ranging from a 41.5 percent
drop at MGM National Harbor in
Prince George’s County, where the
$67.3 million take for the month was
$47.7 million less than it was last Oc-
tober.

Live! Casino & Hotel in Anne Arun-
del County came the next closest to

matching last October’s numbers by
collecting $57.8 million, instead of the
$59.6 million it took in for the same
period last year.

Overall, the monthly proceeds at
the state’s casinos dropped $53 million
from last year to close out October with
$159.8 million in gaming income.

Maryland Lottery and Gaming offi-
cials pointed out in the release that the
state’s 9,698 slot machines and 562
table games experienced an unusually
high volume of activity in October
2022, when the casinos set a single-
month record of not quite $213 mil-
lion.

Ocean Downs was up then as well,
reporting a little more than $8 million
in revenue, an increase of $357,139
from October 2021.

St. Paul’s doc shredding Nov. 11

(Nov. 9, 2023) Anyone who wants to
shred unwanted documents can do so at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Berlin this
Saturday. Set from 10 a.m. to 1 p..m, Nov.
11, the document shredding event will
take place at the church parking lot at 3
Church St., in Berlin. According to a news
release, individuals can bring up to three
boxes of personal documents to the

Shred-it truck to dispose of them. Light
refreshments will be available.

The church will also be open for free
tours of the interior, which includes
stained-glass windows that are registered
with the Library of Congress. Attendees
are asked to bring a canned food item to
donate for a local charity in exchange for
the shredding of their documents.

Delaware Botanic Gardens
Best Attraction 2022

from Southern Delaware Tourism

Vi /8
-, A %-_!._-_i--i

Photo by Brent Baker

Veterans Day Celebration

Saturday, November 11
9AM-4PM

Free admission to all veterans showing military
ID. Also, free admission for all guests with non-

perishable food donation for Home of the Brave

Foundation in Milford.

VETERANS DAY
HONORING ALL WHO SERVED
* K ok

Fall Harvest Celebration
continues through

November 19th
Season closing at 4:00 p.m.

Featuring Discovery Trial with new fall forest
sculpture creatures and all gardens in glorious
fall colors.

Gift Shop Sale
Selected items 25% off

Open Thursday - Sunday ® 9am - 4pm
Adults $15 ® Children 16 & Under - Free
Guided Tours Available. Additional $10. Make Reservations Online

"% DELAWARE
BOTANIC
GARDENS

AT PEPPER CREEK

alr

[~

To reserve tickets, go to
delawaregardens.org

30220 Piney Neck Road
Dagsboro, DE 19939
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Land trust’s Flannel Formal
fundraiser, 3-6 p.m., Nov. 11

Annual event to be held at
Merry Sherwood Plantation
on Worcester Hwy., Berlin

(Nov. 9, 2023) Tickets and spon-
sorships are still available for the
Lower Shore Land Trust’s Flannel
Formal this weekend.

The event, which serves as the or-
ganization’s annual celebration of land
conservation, is set from 3-6 p.m.,
Nov. 11, at Merry Sherwood Planta-
tion, 8909 Worcester Hwy., in Berlin.
Note the 3-6 p.m. time, as an earlier
report had a different time listed.

According to a news release, the
Merry Sherwood Plantation was built
in 1869, and is on the Registry of both
National and Maryland historic
homes.

The release Flannel Formal atten-
dees are invited to wear their favorite
flannel, dressy or casual, to celebrate
the season.

This year’s entertainment is live
music by Margot Resto and Fil
Rhythm Band, playing blues, Motown,
funk and many other styles. Other en-
tertainment includes yard games, a

bonfire, and a silent auction.

An array of artisan charcuterie, oys-
ters on the half shell, Pit & Pub BBQ
with all the fixings, and sweets by
Baked Dessert Cafe will be offered.
There will also be fine wines, craft
beers, and a George’s Mixes Bloody
Mary Bar.

Land Trust members will an-
nounce the winner of The Stephen
Parker Conservation Legacy Award,
given in honor of renowned conser-
vationist, Stephen N. Parker, at the
event. The award is given annually to
recognize a landowner or conserva-
tion practitioner for their contribu-
tions to private land conservation on
the Lower Eastern Shore. Past recip-
ients include Charles “Buddy” Jenk-
ins, Larry Leese and John B. Long.

Tickets are $95 per person after
Nov. 3 and at the door. RSVP at low-
ershorelandtrust.org, at 443-234-
5587 or email
mresto@lowershorelandtrust.org.

Sponsorships are available by con-
tacting Kate Patton at kpatton@low-
ershorelandtrust.org or
443-234-5587 or by visiting lower-
shorelandtrust.org.

Cropper named recipent of
legacy award by land trust

(Nov. 9, 2023) Members of the
Lower Shore Land Trust have named
local attorney Hugh Cropper IV the re-
cipient of the 2023 Stephen N. Parker
Legacy Award.

The award is given annually in honor
of renowned conservationist, Steve
Parker, to recognize a landowner or con-
servation practitioner for their contribu-
tions to private land conservation on the
Lower Eastern Shore.

Cropper has served on the land
trust's board since 2015, and has served
as chairman since 2017. According to a
news release, his strong commitment
and significant investments have taken

us far in land conservation, wetland
restoration, reforestation, installation of
grassland and pollinator habitat and im-
proved water quality on the lower shore.

Cropper is a founding member of
Booth Cropper & Marriner P.C., and is
an avid fisherman, hunter and out-
doorsman.

The award will be presented to Crop-
per at the land trust's largest annual
fundraiser, the Flannel Formal, on Nov.
11, and the public is invited to celebrate
Cropper and the organization’s accom-
plishments this year.

Past awardees are Charles "Buddy"
Jenkins, Larry Leese and John B. Long.

Q

~=MARINE

ALITY MEANS DOING IT JUST-RITE
CONSTRUGTIONES

VINYL BULKHEADS - RIP-F.{AP PIERS

DOCKS - BOATLIFT PILING - DREDGING

Inside Storage
for Small Boats
& Pontoons

~JUST-RITE MA :
410-641-9961 + JUSTRITEMARINEINC.COM

MIKE@JUSTRITEMARINE.COM
MD MARINE 083(E) * MHIC 71561 - OC 30542 - DE 2019101403

SK|D STEER SERVICES
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OC Today recently featured an article on HB107 (House Bill

107), the newly enacted law mandating all cooperatives, con-
dominiums, and homeowner’s associations to undergo a profes-
sional Reserve Study conducted by a qualified company.
This law aims to safeguard properties against potential asset fai-
lures and protect unit owners from costly assessments. For co-
operatives and condominiums without a reserve study since
October 1, 2018, compliance requires completion by October 1,
2023.

Originally, a minimum of 10% of an association’s annual oper-
ating expense was recommended to be set aside in a reserve ac-
count. Unfortunately, for many associations, this amount falls
short of meeting the necessary maintenance and preservation re-
quirements.

While the short-term costs may pose a burden, the study prom-
ises long-term advantages. Property Diagnostics collaborates with
properties to establish a fair and equitable approach to raising re-
serve funds, ensuring proper planning for the future well-being
of the property.

HB107 encourages the gradual buildup of reserve funds over
time. This allows for a measured increase in association fees, re-
ducing the need for larger one-time assessments, barring unfore-
seen circumstances.

Although the bill doesn’t currently impose penalties for non-
compliance, some lending institutions have denied funding due
to inadequate reserves, and property owners have faced chal-
lenges in selling.

Clarifications to the article: Associations are granted three years
to fund at the recommendation of the reserve study provider. In
most cases, associations will need to continue increasing reserve
funding annually. The requirement regarding the management of
common assets initially valued at a minimum of $10,000 applies
only to homeowners’ associations. All condominiums and cooper-
atives are obligated to undergo a reserve study. It's important to
note that Reserve Study laws vary. While Delaware and Virginia
share a similar statute requiring a reserve study every 5 years,
funding requirements differ significantly. Feel free to call for more
information. Homeowners' associations with amenities like pools
often face cyclical repair and replacement costs, which can reach

substantial figures.
PROPERTY

= DIAGNOSTICS INC.

Property Diagnostics, with over 40 years of experience, has
been Preserving and Protecting Properties Across America. As
proud members of qualifying institutes and board members of
APRA, our qualified professionals are ready to guide your associ-
ation towards a financially stable future. Reserve to Preserve™.

We are the only professional Reserve Study company on the
East Coast that has a board member on APRA. (Association of
Professional Reserve Analysts)

Ask us about our other services that compliment a Reserve Study:

* Contract Bundling
A4l |
AIPR A

* Maintenance plans
Association of Professional Reserve Analysts

‘ﬁ’;,g
MEMBER OF

communi t\
ASSOCIATIONS INSTIT JTE
For more information or proposals, please visit our website,
www.pdireserves.com, email us at admin@pdireserves.com or
call our main office at 301-261-8473.

Our new local office is open and can be reached at 410-251-8311
or gferber@pdireserves.com, ask for Glenn Ferber.

CERTIFIED RESERVE STUDIES ¢ CERTIFIED RESERVE STUDIES

* S31ANLS IAYISIY AIIAILHTD » STIANLS INYISIY AIHILUT)  STIANLS FAHISIY AIIF1LHT) » STIANLS INHISTYH AIIHILHTD « STIANLS IAHYISIY AFI41LHTI » SAIANLS IAYISIYH AIIILHID
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Stay Warm &
Sav)é Money with

ENERGY
EFFICIENCY =~

wherever possible, including decorating for the
holidays. LEDs use much less energy than incandescent (regular)
light bulbs. LEDs’ electron flow creates photons, which is light we
can see. Incandescent bulbs create light with filaments that glow.
This also creates heat and requires far more
J energy for the same amount of light. LED
- bulbs use more than 75% less energy
than a regular light bulb, and at low power
levels, the difference is even larger.

- Make sure to seal up and caulk all leaky
areas. This includes gaps in windows, doors,
electrical outlets or any area in your home
where air can escape. Doing this can save
you 20% or more on your energy bill. If you

MORETIPS have storm windows, be sure to use them.
Choptank Electric

i3 Cooperative

TOSAVE $86 ATouchugene Enery” o

Dress Ministry provides needy
children with clothes,funding

s CHOPTANKELECTRIC.COOP @ ©Q © ® 1-877-892-0001 s

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST

We have generations of experience and are
well known for our exceptional dental care.

We want to help you keep that
bright and beautiful smile
all season!

ATLANTIC DENTAL

COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

PREVENTIVE CARE ° INVISALIGN
:RIODONTA REATMENT FULLMOUTH

RESTORATIONS * IMPLANT RESTORATIONS

SMILE ENHANCEMENTS

- - -. I..Aoa‘-o 3
I Ill‘ -, - ~ .--.;..’_ - o 4,.._.'-“’4;}
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AtlanticDental.com

12308 OCEAN GATEWAY,
" SUITE6,OCEAN CITY,
- MD 21842
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Volunteer event Nov. 11 to
make simple dresses for
those in need overseas

By Cindy Hoffman
Staff Writer

(Nov. 9,2023) The Dress Ministry, a
local effort that has made and delivered
6,800 dresses to girls in Guatemala and
other needy communities since 2011, is
inviting volunteers to join them this
Saturday at the Berlin Library to learn
more about its efforts and make
dresses.

The coordinator and founder of the
project, Barabara Entwistle of Berlin,
came up with the idea when she was re-
searching options for Girl Scouts look-
ing for projects for their gold awards.
She came across a magazine article
about making pillowcase dresses for
needy children in Africa.

Within a week, she had pulled to-
gether some Girl Scouts and home-
schoolers, along with her family and
made 75 dresses and sent them off to
Little Dress for Africa. She now works
with missionaries in Haiti and
Guatemala and has a small cadre of vol-
unteers who sew dresses and shorts for
children in need.

The missionaries meet with her and
other members of the group. Entwistle
said the missionaries tell us what they
did with the group’s donations and how
it benefited people in the community.

“I started asking the missionaries
what else they needed,” Entwistle said.

That launched the idea of making
sleeping mats for children. Entwistle
said children in these countries fre-
quently sleep on the bare ground. Her
volunteers can make four sleeping mats
out of one quilt.

Entwistle does not just look overseas
for need. Her group of volunteers also
collects food for the needy right here at

home.

During Saturday’s event, the Dress
Ministry will also be collecting food for
the Phoenix Youth Project in Salisbury,
a group that works mainly with home-
less people. The food is for children that
go to Phoenix after school. The children
are given something to eat and help
with homework.

Entwistle said she is collecting food
that does not need to be cooked or re-
frigerated, such as fruit cups and trail
mix. The items will be delivered to
Phoenix the week of Thanksgiving.

The volunteer effort is not just help-
ing those in need of dresses and other
goods, it’s helping the volunteers as well.

“It’s a gift for these countries and for
these volunteers,” Entwistle said. Some
of her elderly volunteers have told her
that they were just sitting around and
now they are helping others. The volun-
teers sew and also visit thrift shops
looking for fabric, pillowcases and other
items they can repurpose. The group is
also collecting funding to pay for water
filters to cut down on contamination
and disease.

People who want to help or just learn
more can visit the Berlin Library from
1-3 pm. Saturday. Entwistle will have
three to four sewing machines in place.
Materials and instructions will be pro-
vided on how to make the dresses,
which only take about 20 minutes to
sew. Volunteers, age eight and older,
are welcome. To learn more about the
event, visit https://worcesterlibrary.lib-
cal.com/event/11139246. To learn
about the Dress Ministry visit
https://www.facebook.com/DressMin-
istryMD

The Dress Ministry accepts dona-
tions to help pay for shipping dresses
and other donations. She is currently
trying to get nonprofit status for the
charity. Those interested in donating
can contact her at 443-669-3781.

DONATE YOUR
CAR, TRUCK, RV

Your donation helps provide food, clothing, hope.

LUTHERAN MISSION SOCIETY OF MD

( ompassion
MINISTRIES

lace

Tax deductible.

MVA licensed #1044

410-228- 8437

www.CompassionPlace.org
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Tom Womeds

LEGION DONATION

SUBMITTED PHOTO/OCEAN CITY TODAY

American Legion Post 166 recently donated $2,000 to the Worcester County Development Center.
Pictured accepting the donation is Executive Director Stephanie James with Legion charity members

Ben Dawson and George Spicer.

Worcester Co. offices closed
Nov. 10 to observe Vet Day

(Nov. 9, 2023) Worcester County
government offices, including recre-
ation and parks, will be closed
this Friday, Nov. 10, in observance
of Veterans Day.

The official Veterans Day holiday

NDelbee Bermngton

Realtor® SFR®

is Saturday, Nov. 11.

All five branch libraries, central
landfill, and homeowner
convenience centers will Dbe
open during standard hours of oper-
ation.

debbennington4d @gmail.com

Let Me Find, The Home Of Your Dreams !

BETTER-THAN-NEW
GOLF COURSE HOME

74 BATTERSEA RD ¢ OCEAN PINES
9th HOLE ROBERT TRENT COURSE

+ Remodeled & Freshly Painted 4 BR, 2.5 BA
- from Top to Bottom.

+ Refinished Solid Hardwood floors, new carpeting,
light fixtures & ceiling fans.

+ Designer Custom Bath Tile, Plantation Shutters &
Newer Architectural Roof,

+ Gourmet Kitchen, ALL NEW Stainless-Steel Appliances,
Wall Convection Oven, 5-burner island gas cooktop with
downdraft, quartz counter tops & new cabinetry hardware!

+ Great Room adjoins Kitchen & Dining Room with Wood
Stove & New Sliding Doors.

+ Double Deck, Oversized Screened Porch & Landscaped
Fenced Yard.

+ 1st Level Primary Suite with Bay window, Walk-in Closet
& 2 vanities.

+ 2nd Floor Loft Area & 3 BRs with shared BA

+ Newly Drywalled Oversize Garage, HVAC service &
Termite Warranty.

Come take a look today before
this amazing property is sold! $498,500

MOVE-IN R
BERLIN TO

400 WILLIAMS STREET UNIT 7
BERLIN, MD

+3 BR /2 % BA Open Floor Plan
Townhome

+ 2-Car Garage & Large Kitchen, Private
Patio

* Freshly Painted & New Luxury Vinyl
Plank Flooring & Carpet

3 Levels, 2 with Private Balconies

+ Community Pond Views

* Primary Suite Walk-in Closet & 5ft.
Soaking Tub

» Walk to Shops, Restaurants & Parks in
one of America’s Coolest Small Towns!

MOTIVATED
SELLER

JOIN OUR VIP CL

OIL CHANGE

TRAILERS,
TRAILER HITCHES,
PARTS & REPAIRS

'AUTO DETAILING !
|  AVAILABLE |

TIRES

COME SEE THE EXPERTS!

:

Racetrack0C.com

UB| MD. STATE
EVERY 6™ 59999 INSPECTION

F R E E Reg. s109% Most Vehicles
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS s1 0 oF COOLANT
°JOIN TODAY! FLUSH

Cannot be combined with other discounts. Exp. 11/30/23

s 9 SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE

PREMIUM |§ 5] 5 Fulil:

With Purchase of 0il, Lube & Filter

for life of tires when purchased at Racetrack Auto
Includes 10W30 or 5w30, Up to 5 Quarts of Oil, other weights
R E N TA I. c A R s available at extra charge. Diesel Oil & Filter extra.
Av A I L A B L E All coupons must be presented before estimate. Cannot combine coupons.
Exp. 11/30/23
Need Automotive, Body or Marine Repair? Visit One of our 3 Locations

RACETRACK MARINE & BOAT SALES

Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 11/30/23

UP TO 5 QTS.

Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 11/30/23

ROTATION

RACETRACK AUTO & TIRE CENTER
10436 Racetrack Road, Berlin
410-641-5262

10438 Racetrack Road, Berlin
410-641-5204

RACETRACK AUTO & BODY SHOP
10834 Ocean Gateway, Berlin
410-641-3200

Complete Diagnostics and Programming + Custom Exhaust + Major or Minor Repairs
ASE-Certified Technicians + Complete Auto Body Shop * 24-HOUR TOWING

410-208-3500 x308 Office
410-603-8065 Cell » 866-666-1727 LUXURY
11001 Manklin Meadows Lane Ocean Pines, MD g%c%ﬂ/ -

SECLUDED WOQ
CUL-DE-SAC END UN

9 BURLINGTON COURT
PARKE OF OCEAN PINES COMMUNITY

+ 3 BR, 3 BA Fully Furnished Blue Teal End Unit

Villa home.

+ Soaring ceilings & over-sized floor to ceiling

windows in Great Room.

+ Hardwood floors, gas mantled fireplace, cathedral

ceilings

+ Corian counter tops, upgraded appliances, kitchen

cabinets, new hot water heater & garbage disposal.

+ 1st floor has all living area you will ever need.

+ 2nd floor loft, bedroom & bath great for guests.

+ Separate laundry room & oversized one-car garage.
+ Walk to community pickleball & racquet ball courts,

community play ground, garden, dog park &
restaurants!

+ Move-In-Ready! Enjoy the amenities of Ocean Pines

& the Parke.
Call now for your private appointment to show.
A Must See on your tour of homes.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

The Pros
To Know

31 FORT SUMTER S.
PARKE OF OCEAN PINES COMMUNITY
1 Level 3 BR 2BA Royal Tern Plan model home
+ Large Sunroom w/double sided fireplace on
wooded setting
+ Hardwood floors through foyer & dining room.
+ Large Primary Suite, BA w/soaking tub, seated
shower & walk-in closet.
« Kitchen has Corian counters, tons of cabinetry,
breakfast bar & large pantry.
+ Great Room off kitchen with mantled fireplace.
+ 2 Guest BRs & BAs.
» New HVAC in 2021. 2-car garage with plenty of
room for storage!
+ Enjoy Premier 55 Plus Community & Ocean
Pines amenities.
Call for your private showing now!

m ©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire HomesServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of the HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. @
ey =
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Letters from Santa spreads
joy to children during season

Phillips to collect toys for
Diakonia this season at
Yacht Club event Dec. 16

By Cindy Hoffman
Staff Writer

(Nov. 9, 2023) Everyone knows
Santa has a magical workshop in the
North Pole, but most people don’t
know there is another workshop here
in Ocean Pines headed by Colby
Phillips, a special Santa Helper.

Phillips and Santa have been
friends for a long time, and every
year, she helps Santa write letters to
special girls, boys and even adults
who want to hear from him.

Anyone who knows of someone
who would like to get a letter from

Santa can send their name and ad-
dress to SantaPhillips@Yahoo.com
by Nov. 15.

Phillips has been working with
Santa for 12 years now and has
helped him write hundreds of letters
to children locally and as far away as
California, Hawaii, Texas and even
England.

She also helps Santa respond to
children who write to him. In Ocean
Pines, children can send a letter to
Santa through the OP Post Office.

This year’s letter from Santa will
include a coloring page featuring
Peppermint, the reindeer and Gum-
drop, the elf. Santa and Phillips in-
troduced these two new members of
Santa’s crew in a coloring book they
produced a few years ago.

SUSSEX
TREE F

MD Lic. #001623

Serving Delaware
and Maryland for over
35 years

You

www.SussexTreelnc.com

LANDSCAPE SOLUTIONS

From grass roots to tree tops, we have
all of your tree and landscaping needs covered.

3150 OFF 10% OFF ES5OOFF 10% OFF

any frimming or for senior citizens
removals over
SUSSEX TREE, INC. 1 SUSSEX TREE, INC.

Vialid with coupon only. Cannot be
combined with any other offers or
coupons. Not valid on previous quotes
of commitments.

| Vi with coupon only. Cannot be
combined with any other offers or

Of COmMItMments.

]000: (62 years or older) : removals over $500: Program + free quotes

| coupons. ot valid on previous quotes |

any frimming or ' Plant Health Care

SUSSEX TREE, INC.
valid with coupon ondy. Cannot be
combingd with any othar offers or |
coupons. Mot valid on previous quotes I
of commitrments.

SUSSEX TREE, INC.
‘alid with coupon ondy. Cannot be
combinad with any othar offars cr
coupons. Not valid on previous quotes
of commitments,

CINDY HOFFMAN/OCEAN CITY TODAY

Santa’s Helper Colby Phillips, seen here with Santa, brings children in Ocean Pines and beyond

Christmas joy through Letters from Santa.

Phillips gets help from other
friends of Santa, including the folks
at Berlin’s Ace Printing, which pro-
vides all of the personalized printing
as a donation to Santa. Little elves
help stuff the envelopes and mail the
letters, or so it is said.

“Some children have been getting
letters since she started doing this,”
Phillips said. “It’s a tradition for some
of the children. I love that.”

Phillips has saved all of the letters
Santa has received over the years.
Some children ask questions, like
“How does Mrs. Claus keep you so
fat?”

One little girl provided a drawing
of a doll house that she wanted. Oth-
ers ask for Barbies, puppies and baby
sisters. Some are written in crayon,
some provide cut-outs from catalogs
or pictures of the gifts they want.

“One story really touched my
heart,” Phillips said.

She heard about a little girl who
lost her mom. Santa and Phillips sent
her an angel necklace. She heard later
that the girl considered it one of her
favorite memories after losing her
mom.

Phillips said it is her goal is to
spread joy during the holiday season
— “It is something that I feel very
blessed to be able to do.”

In order to ensure that everyone
who wants a letter from Santa gets

one before Christmas, Phillips asks
that people send her requests
(including the name and address of
the recipient) to
SantaPhillips@Yahoo.com by Nov.
15. She welcomes stamps or dona-
tions, which can be dropped off at the
Ocean Pines Post Office. Any addi-
tional donations that are not used
this year will go to families in need
through Worcester Gold.

On Dec. 16, Phillips will be hosting
an event at the Ocean Pines Yacht
Club at 5 pm. The Ocean Pines Fire
Department will be bringing Santa by
for a special appearance. The public
is invited to attend and sing Christ-
mas carols, have hot chocolate and
cookies and, if able, bring a new toy.

“We are going to accept toys for
the 16 children at Diakonia,” Phillips
said. Diakonia is a shelter in West
Ocean City.

The event will honor the memory
of Josh Alton, a teen from Ocean
Pines who lost his battle with cancer
in 2022. His favorite holiday was
Christmas and Phillips helped pro-
vide a special Christmas in July for
him before he passed.

For anyone who wishes to donate
to the Letters from Santa or for a toy
for children at Diakonia, (she is
happy to purchase toys with any do-
nations) her Venmo 1is @san-
taphillips.

Connect Anywhere, Anytime.

Enjoy Free Internet Data on Your Mobile Devices with the
Affordable Connectivity Program. You qualify if you receive:

= Medicaid
= SNAP

- 58]

= WIC

= Tribal Assist.
« Housing Assistance

maxsio

Get a subsidized 4G Android Tablet for $20

CALL TODAY (888) 592-5957
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Wor. planning commission
OK’s boat-building facility

Titan Custom Yachts project
set for construction on Old
Stage Road in Bishopville

By Hunter Hine
Staff Writer

(Nov. 9, 2023) The Worcester
County Planning Commission on
Nov.2 approved the site plan for a
13,600-square-foot boat-building fa-
cility at Titan Custom Yachts in
Bishopville.

The planning commissioners
unanimously voted to accept the fa-
cility site plan, which was submitted
by the applicant RLG Properties, an
LLC that owns Titan Custom Yachts
on Old Stage Road, said Russell
Garufi, president and founder of
Titan Custom Yachts, after the meet-
ing.

Garufi described the building as a
new boat fabrication shop.

The building is set to be con-
structed on Parcel 59 of the Worces-
ter County tax record, and it also
includes plans for 14 parking spaces,
construction material storage areas,
surrounding roads, septic and
stormwater management.

The Worcester County Technical
Review Committee voted to recom-
mend approval of the site plan to
commissioners at the committee’s
Oct. 11 meeting. Committee mem-
bers added conditions for minor
changes.

One such condition was to make
sure that there is space for an addi-
tional septic system in the future,
since that will be required if owners
want to add buildings to the prop-
erty beyond the new boat shop,
Garufi said. For now, the new build-
ing will be connected to the prop-

erty’s existing septic system, he
said.

“We still have a lot of land to build
on, and in the future we’ll be devel-
oping another part of it,” Garufi said.

Titan’s 59.21-acre property al-
ready contains three buildings for
boat building, maintenance, storage
and office space.

Vista Design Inc., an engineering
consultant company from Showell
that is designing the project, re-
quested and recieved 11 waivers of
county design guidelines.

Vista’s request for waivers says
that the building is meant for indus-
trial uses only, and because it will be
surrounded by a more than 250-foot
forest buffer, it won’t be visible to
the public or neighboring properties.
County design standards meant to
accommodate the public are there-
fore unnecessary, according to the
arguments for the waivers.

The requests include waivers for
code sections that mandate the
screening of utilities, set restrictions
for external lighting, prohibit the
storage of vehicles, order the inclu-
sion of irrigation systems and re-
quire ornamental landscaping.

Zoning Administrator Kristen
Tremblay said that now the appli-
cants have to make revisions based
on the Technical Review Commit-
tee’s comments and resubmit the
plans for a second review. Then
committee members can decide
whether to grant a final approval.

The project required a major site
plan, since it included a building ex-
ceeding 10,000 feet. Major site plans
require approval from both the
Technical Review Committee and
the Planning Commission per the
county code.

MS in Cybersecurity
Engineering Technology

UNIVERSITY of MARYLAND
EASTERN SHORE

CYBERSECURITY
PROGRAMS
AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND
EASTERN SHORE

Cyber Warrior
Diversity Program

The 34-credit program is offered completely
online with courses in the fall, spring and
summer terms.

The program focuses on:

« Network Security

« Mobile Wireless Networking & Security
« System Integrity and Cybersecurity

« Cybersecurity Administration

FIND OUT MORE ON OUR WEBSITE: WWW.UMES.EDU/CSET

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Mrs. Jennifer Whittington, Academic Support Coordinator
410-651-8593 / Jakenney@UMES.edu

This program offers Comp TIA certificates
and is FREE. The training takes place on our
campus inPrincess Anne, MD

The certificates offered are:

* CompTIA A+
» Comp TIA Network +
« Comp TIA Security +

HUNTER HINE/OCEAN CITY TODAY
The Worcester County Planning Commission approved a site plan for a new boat-building facility
atTitan Custom Yachts, a boat building company on Old Stage Road in Bishopville. Pictured is the
entrance to Titan Custom Yachts.

166 SEAFARER LANE ¢ OCEAN PINES

CUSTOM-BUILT 3BR 2BA HOME
F Feast Your Eyes On This 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Home That
Offers An Aire Of Privacy With A Wooded Setting. This
Custom-Built Home Has Ample Parking In The Wide

il Driveway, Vinyl Siding, Exterior Lighting, All Appliances,
Ceiling Fans, Window Treatments With Vertical Blinds,
Attic Storage, Comfortable Screened Porch And
Attractive Storage Shed. Seller Is Providing A 1 Year

4| Home Warranty For Benefit Of The
Buyer. This Is A Year-Round Residence
Or A Vacation-Get-Away As Its Curb Appeal Awaits You!

To view homes or to receive map and listings of various properties (House & Lots)
Call or Email me and | will send you what you want. Email: JohnTalbott7@gmail.com

BERKSHIRE Listing Agent JOHN TALBOTT

HATHAWAY
HoMmeservices 11001 Manklin Meadows « Ocean Pines, MD 21811

PENFED REALTY Cell: 410-603-7373 - 410-208-3500 - Toll Free: 866-666-1727

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire HomesServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol
are registered service marks of the HomeServices of America, Inc. Equal Housing Opportunity.

BERLIN SHOPS OPEN
LATE ON FRIDAYS!

Free
Tastings
offered
in each
shop!

S e

OPEN UNTIL 8PM
EVERY FRIDAY |
NOVEMBER & DECEMBER

BerlinMainStreet.com

© f
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PHOTO COURTESY WORCESTER COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
A new playground is part of the offerings at The Nest Early Learning Center, which officially opened
at Worcester Technical High School this week.

Helrloom & Fine Garment

R

YL A * Seamless Restorations
* Repair & Refurbish
* Creative Transformations

Cherished pieces become whole again
with tedious dissection and
pattern replication to restore to original.

IS NOW OPEN!

Trees, wreaths, garlands, and decorative pieces!
Shop early for the best selection!

Open Tuesday-Saturday 9AM to 2PM
9026 Worcester Hwy in Berlin, MD

Worcester County Schools
cut ribbon on Nest center

New early learning facility
officially opened this week
at technical high school

(Nov. 9, 2023) Worcester County
Public Schools and representatives
from the Maryland State Department
of Education recently celebrated the
opening of The Nest Early Learning
Center at Worcester Technical High
School with a ribbon cutting.

According to a news release, Su-
perintendent of Schools Lou Taylor
praised the opening of the new facil-
ity at the event.

“The Nest Early Learning Center is
not only providing a valuable service
to our community but is providing an
incredible apprenticeship opportu-
nity for students here at Worcester
Technical High School through the
Early Childhood Youth Apprentice-
ship program,” he said.

The release said Coordinator of In-
struction Brian Phillips shared how
students in the technical high school’s
program will be career-ready after
successfully completing their appren-

ticeship through acquiring a Child De-
velopment Associate credential.

“With the CDA credential, stu-
dents who graduate from us can im-
mediately begin working in the
childcare field, which will in turn help
to stimulate our local economy as our
students will be fulfilling a critical
need for many of our families here on
the eastern shore,” he said.

The Nest’s Director Stephanie
Timmons and Coordinator of Early
Childhood Diane Shorts also said the
childcare program is readying the
system’s youngest children (ages 2 to
3) for successful entry into kinder-
garten.

The release said The Nest Early
Learning Center is accepting 2- and
3-year-olds in full and half day pro-
grams.

Families seeking more informa-
tion about the nest’s childcare serv-
ices are encouraged to visit
nest.worcesterki2.org. Students in-
terested in the Early Childhood Youth
Apprenticeship program can talk to
their school counselors about the op-
portunity, the release said.

PHOTO COURTESY WORCESTER COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Worcester County Superintendent of Schools Lou Taylor reads a book to children who attended the
ribbon cutting this week of The Nest Early Learning Center at Worcester Tech.

INSURANCE

1-888-928-1656

InsureBarkMeow.com/MDDC

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company EI' A
For complete details, including costs and limitations, please contact us.

6294  Product not available in all states.
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Townhome project in West OC downgraded

Proposed new development
reduced to 19 units for first
phase due to lack of water

By Hunter Hine
Staff Writer

(Nov. 9, 2023) Developers and de-
signers for the proposed 4 Seasons
Townhome community split their
building plan into two phases be-
cause there isn’t yet enough water
service assigned to the West Ocean
City plots to serve the project’s
dwelling capacity.

At their Nov. 2 meeting, members
of the Worcester County Planning
Commission unanimously approved
the concept plans for the townhomes,
which were compiled by Vista Design
Inc., an engineering consultant com-
pany from Showell. Tauhid Islam is
owner of the applicant company,
Oceans 8, LLC.

The review was the second step of
concept plan review for Islam’s pro-
posed townhome community and fol-
lows an Oct. 11 review by the
Worcester County Technical Review
Committee.

Islam plans to build 44 townhome
units across lot 1B and lot 2A of par-
cel 445 and lot E1 of parcel 443 of the

Worcester County tax maps, which
are just south of the Green Turtle
restaurant on Route 611. The com-
bined lots make up about 6.42 acres.

In June, the county rezoned the
lots from R-1 Rural Residential to R-
4 General Residential.

Because there are only 20 equiva-
lent dwelling units (EDUs) of water
and wastewater service attached to
the property, Islam and designers
from Vista are now proposing to con-
struct just 19 of the units as the first
project phase.

EDUs are a water and wastewater
capacity measurement that is re-
quired for any development that in-
tends to use or discharge water.

“Any single-family residence, not
being used for any other purpose,
shall be classified as one ‘equivalent
dwelling unit’ rating,” according to
the Worcester County Zoning and
Subdivision Control Article.

After the meeting, Zoning Admin-
istrator Kristen Tremblay said that
the planning commission set the
maximum number of units at 19 so
there was some buffer room with the
EDU capacity.

The developers plan on building
the rest of the proposed 44 units once
they can acquire an adequate number

45" Annual Christmas Bazaar

Saturday, November 11'" - 10:00 A.M. till 2:00 P.M.
Atlantic United Methodist Church
4t Street, Ocean City, MD
410-289-7430

Chrigstmas Home Place
Vintage and New Jewelry
Bakery Delights & Gifts
SiCent Auction
Friar Gary'’s Fries
A e Mora™™

CARRY-OUT LANCH:
Soup and Sandwich

“Hosted by the Martha Cirelg”

Proceeds support local missions
AUMC Thrift Shop will be open — 10:00 A.M. — 2:00 P.M.
**%*Credit Cards Accepted - $10.00 minimum™***

of EDUs from the county, Tremblay
said.

In the agenda packet for the Oct. 11
Technical Review Committee’s re-
view of the townhome plans, the
committee asked developers to talk to
the county’s Environmental Pro-
grams department to find out the
current and future availability of
EDUs.

“Also, note that developments with
less than 20 units do not require RPC
[residential planned communities]
approvals,” according to the agenda
packet from the Technical Review
Committee. “In the event that 20
units or less are proposed as a basic
subdivision action, this does not pre-
vent future applications for addi-
tional units as part of a RPC,”
according to the packet.

The county zoning and subdivision
code defines minor residential
planned communities as having 20 or
fewer units, while major residential
planned communities have over 20
units.

When the project was proposed to
be constructed as 44 units at once, it
was classified as a major residential
planned community, but now, at least
for the 19-unit phase one of the proj-
ect, it has been downgraded to a

minor residential planned district.

Concept plan review processes dif-
fer for major and minor RPCs. Both
designations must get approval from
the Technical Review Committee and
then the Planning Commission, but
only major RPCs have to get approval
from the county commissioners.

Since this project is now consid-
ered a minor RPC, it will go on to an
implementation plan, where develop-
ers and designers submit subdivision
plat drawings and site plans. After
that, they can start applying for build-
ing permits, Tremblay said.

Had the project continued as a
major RPC, it would have had to go
through a process for master plan ap-
proval, then complete the implemen-
tation plan.

If or when the owners get enough
EDUs to add the rest of the units,
they will have to go through the full
process of approval for a major RPC,
Tremblay said.

At the Technical Review Commit-
tee meeting on Oct. 11, members also
requested that developers change the
name to something other than the 4
Seasons Townhome Community,
which they said was too close to the
title of other developments in the
area.

«1-4 I YYYIYYTYS Y Y YTV YYYIVPY VYTV L -

« ® Christmas Gifts....What To Do???

100 years ago

a person was surrounded by 200 objects.
Today a family is surrounded by almost 2,500 objects.

» Give the Gift
‘& of Learning

Knitting & Crochet Lessons

with a Nationally Awarded Professional

...Newbies... ... Knitters & Crocheters...

Begin Learning
£ Lamdh
Gift Certlflcates Available 410-641- 8290

Increase Skill Levels

J'Qrzsﬂ'

ALNERVMANAARA AR AN AN

"

Custom - Comprehensive - Private

nit & Crochet Lessons

Beginner — Intermediate — Advanced

* Unique Learning Methods®™

» Samples, Tips & Techniques

* Reading & Understanding Patterns
* Focus: Skill Building

Guru 911 - Nationally Awarded Professional Designer

Susan Kerin www.SkerinKnittingandCrochet.com

410-641-8290 = Gift Certificates Available *
CARARARRARRRRNAANNNDNANNANN N

Your Online Community: www.baysideoc.com

ttttt*ttttt*ttttt*tttttti?itﬁtt?ttttt??




Page 14 Bayside Gazette November 9, 2023

Snapshots
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susmmep pHoto/BAvsIDE GAZETE - POST 166 LEATHERNECKS
WPS HOMECOMING The interim officers of the new Post 166 Leathernecks unit pose for
Worcester Prep’s Upper School dedicated the first week of October to celebrating homecoming. Festivities kicked off with an ac-  a photo after they were named to their positions at a meeting Oct.
tivity-packed Spirit Week and culminated with an alumni/family cookout and home games for volleyball and boys’ soccer on Oct. 1. Pictured, from left, are Treasurer Harry Kolodner, Commander Bob
6, followed by the homecoming dance on Oct. 7. The varsity boys’ soccer team won the homecoming game 5-0 against Gunston. ~ Broderick, Vice Commander Don Coffin and Adjutant Ed Pinto.
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PINK RIBBON CLASSIC MACKY’S DONATION

Participants in Ocean Pines’ sixth annual Pickleball Pink Ribbon Classic are pictured on the court Macky’s Bayside Bar and Grill recently donated $5,000 to the Worcester County Humane Society

at the Ocean Pines Racquet Center during the event on Oct. 13. at its recent Waggin’ Donate benefit. Pictured accepting the check from Macky’s General Manager
Julie Hemp and Executive Chef Derek Cantwell are humane society board members, volunteers and

b7 | caregivers.

Elementary‘S'chool
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FARM TO SCHOOL WPS GRANDPARENTS DAY

Pictured, from left, are local farmer Carol Cross from Cross Farms in Berlin and Assistance Program  Worcester Preparatory lower school students recently celebrated grandparents day with project
Education Educator Caitlin Daw addressing Buckingham Elementary School students about nutri-  presentations, performances, photos, tours of the Children’s Garden, and visits to the library and
tion and healthy lifestyles on Oct. 18 in recognition of National Farm to School Month. book fair. Pictured, from left, are pre-K students Priyansh Patel, Cayman Wang, Brooklyn Tunis, Bella
Baker, John Showell and Charlie Tyndall singing about kindness during a performance.
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FILM FEST DONATION

Assateague Coastal Trust Executive Director Brenda Davis poses with Ray Kudobeck, the financial
officer for Synepuxent Sons of the American Legion, and a $1,500 check the organization recently
donated to the trust for the 13th Annual Wild & Scenic Film Festival.

HALF-DAY DREAM RETREAT

(50% OFF Intro Special)
$99

THE DREAM FACIAL or UPPER-BODY MASSAGE
ASIAN & EUROPEAN-TRAINED THERAPISTS
Reiki, light, sound, aroma & 12 more treatments
2855 |l ' #1 World-leading luxury skincare products
o QUOBEY a1y (Try Combo for only $149)

s, ocstienang Coosol wust <[00} COMPLIMENTARY VIP ART-LOUNGE PASS
AR TR e Silk robes & slippers; foot baths; eye, temple, calf massagers

Luxury Italian, Asian & Mid-Century furnishings
Complementary health drinks & snacks

o _ﬂ-"E'l_‘!-l_'\'u_j: 1

(RE)NEW-YEAR GIFT CARD

SUBMITTED PHOTO/OCEAN CITY TODAY (55% OFF)
Davis poses with George Pickeral, the director of the American Legion Riders, and another check
the organization donated. The total donation amount to the trust was $3,000. 89

(RE)NEW-YEAR 2X GIFT CARD
DENTAL Insurance (55% OFF)

Get your FREE Information Kit

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

1-855-337-5228
Dental50PIlus.com/MDDC

Product not available in all states, Contact us to see the coverage and offer available in your state. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation including costs and
limitations. This specific offer is not available in CO. Call 1-B00-%6%-4781 or respond for a similar offer. In Wy To find & provider in the netwark visit us at hitps:fwww.physiciansmutual,
com/webdentalfind-dentist. Certificate C2504 (- C250E); Insurance Paficy PIS0; Rider Kinds B438/8439. In CA_ CO, 10, KY, ME. MD, MA, MI, MO, NV, N, KC, KO, VA: Includes Participating
Praviders and Preventive Benefits Rider, Certificate C254/8465 (PA: CZ54PA), Insurance Policy PIS4/BA69 (GA: PISAGA; DK: PISA0K; TH: FISATN).
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Have an opinion?

We invite you to share it, but all letters are sub-
ject to verification, so please include your name
and phone number. All letters are subject to ed-
iting for space and to protect the author and G :F s
this newspaper from legal action. Email letters 657-275-GOOD
to editor@baysidegazette.com. For questions, 12417 Ocean Gateway, Suite 10, West Ocean City
call 410-723-6397.




Page 16

Bayside Gazette

November 9, 2023

Opinion

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

Buckingham victim
of political payback?

Last week’s demonstration in support of building a new
Buckingham Elementary School in Berlin brought out scores
of residents and parents who obviously believe that the
state’s denial of funding for the project was a political deci-
sion.

There’s no reason to believe otherwise, considering the
flimsy justification the Interagency Committee of School
Construction used to defend its rejection of the school
board’s request for $17 million to help build the school.

The circumstances of the committee’s actions support that
conclusion, since the state has the money and had awarded
a comparable amount in aid to help build the new Showell
Elementary School a few years earlier for the same reasons
Buckingham needs to be replaced.

More curious, however, is that the committee in Decem-
ber agreed to give Worcester $1 million to design the new
school only to reverse itself a few weeks later when, coinci-
dentally or not, the General Assembly was in session.

Given the weak reasoning the committee employed to
back up its rejection of the school board’s funding request —
a new school isn’t needed because classroom space is avail-
able several miles away — the suspicion is that someone at
the state level saw an opportunity to stick it to an increasingly
conservative Republican county asking for help from a Dem-
ocratically controlled government.

Add to that Worcester’s $18 billion tax base (next door
Wicomico’s is less than half that at $7.5 billion), the lowest
county income tax in the state, and the third lowest property
tax rate, and it’s easy to understand why this county gets little
sympathy in Annapolis on the matter of education spending.

The fact is, however, Buckingham Elementary school stu-
dents don’t vote and have no political alignment. They’re
kids, and they need the better learning environment that a
new school would provide.

Otherwise, the thumb in the eye administered to Worces-
ter County is nothing more than a political statement made
at the expense of children.

OCEAN PINES ASSOCIATION REPORT
How to dispose of all those leaves

Ocean Pines leaf removal Q&A

The following is an FAQ about leaf re-
moval in Ocean Pines.

Those looking for answers to neighbor-
hood-related matters can submit questions
to info@oceanpines.org.

Q. Will Ocean Pines collect my yard
leaves this fall?

A. Yes. Ocean Pines residents and prop-
erty owners have several options for dispos-
ing of leaves that have fallen in their yards:
bagged leaf collection, yard waste disposal at
the Ocean Pines Public Works yard.
Republic Services customers may also use
their biweekly trash collection service to dis-
pose of yard waste.

Q. When will bagged leaves be collected?

A. Ocean Pines Public Works will collect
bagged leaves from Nov .27 to Dec.29.
Bagged leaves will be picked up on days op-
posite of Republic Services’ regularly sched-
uled collection days.

Q. Is there a limit to how many bags I can
place at the curb for collection?
A. There is no limit to the number of bags
that public works will collect curbside. Re-
public Services will collect up to four bags of
leaves for each regularly scheduled trash col-
lection day.

Q. Can I include other yard debris (grass
clippings, weeds, branches, etc.) with the
bagged leaves?

A. Ocean Pines’ bagged leaf collection is
restricted to leaves. Republic Services cus-
tomers can include leaves and yard debris in
bags left curbside; branches should be tied
in bundles no longer than 4 feet.

Q. When will the public works yard be
open for yard waste disposal?

A. The Ocean Pines Public Works yard,
on 1 Firehouse Lane next to Ocean Pines
Public Works and the south fire department,
will be open to Ocean Pines residents and
property owners from 8 a.m.-3 p.m., Mon-
day through Saturday, Nov. 27 to Dec 30.
The yard will be closed Dec. 25 and 26 for
the Christmas holiday.

Q. Can I bring yard waste in addition to
leaves to the public works yard?
A. Yes. All types of yard debris may be
dropped off. Please note that plastic bags
will not be accepted — yard waste must be
brought in loose or in paper bags only.

Q. Will the vacuum truck collect all my
yard leaves?

A. No. The vacuum truck option is no
longer available.
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Three days of holiday farmers markets

Shoppers can find
pies and ingrediants
for Thankgiving feast

(Nov. 9, 2023) Shoppers can
indulge in fresh produce, baked
goods, home décor and more
this month at three holiday
farmers markets in Ocean
Pines.

According to a news release,
the three-day Ocean Pines
Farmers & Artisans Market’s
annual Thanksgiving markets
are set this year for Nov. 18, 21
and 25.

The market will run from 9
a.m. tonoon on Nov. 18 and 25,
and 9-11 a.m., Nov. 21.

The release said the holiday-
themed offerings started
roughly 11 years ago, when the
market transitioned to a year-
round operation. It has grown
now into the largest off-season
market event for merchants
and shoppers.

Market Manager David
Bean said in the release that fall
is the perfect time to visit the

market, obviously for all the
fresh, local produce, baked
goods, and other items avail-
able for sale, but also because of
the scenic beauty of the mar-
ketplace itself.

“With the majestic tree
canopy above the marketplace
in autumn color and the brisk
fall temperatures, it makes for
a very special time,” he said.

Bean said many visitors
seize the opportunity to jump-
start holiday shopping by ex-
ploring the various artisan
boutiques and galleries at the
marketplace.

“There are always some
great finds, whether you are
hosting dinner or in need of a
hostess gift or just getting
started on your holiday shop-
ping,” he said.

Shoppers will find supplies
of locally grown produce, in-
cluding fresh greens like col-
lards, cabbage, kale, turnip, and
spinach, along with essentials
like green beans, Brussels
sprouts and sweet potatoes.

“Let’s be honest — we all

know that the vegetable side
dishes are what makes the hol-
iday feast complete,” David
Joseph Deacon of D.J. David
Greengrocer said in the release.
“Those vegetable side dishes
are always what we want sec-
onds of. It’s the green bean
casserole, the sweet potato
casserole with marshmallows
and pecans, and fluffy mashed
potatoes that always manage to
steal the spotlight from the rest
of the table.”

Shoppers can also grab a pie
from one of the many market-
place bakeries. Or, for those
who prefer baking themselves,

Stag Run Farm will sell apples
from orchards in Sussex
County.

For the home cooks, the
spice traders at JABBS Season-
ings offer herb and spice blends
just right for Thanksgiving.
Many shoppers return each
year for their apple and pump-
kin pie blend.

“If you're looking to discover
something new, try our mulling

See MARKET Page 17
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Ocean Pines pink lady golf
tournament raises $5.6K

(Nov. 9, 2023) The 12th annual Pink
Lady Tournament at Ocean Pines Golf
Club recently raised $5,674 for the Im-
aging Department and the Eunice Q.
Sorin Women’s Diagnostic Center at At-
lantic General Hospital.

The tournament, held on Oct. 18,
once again supported the AGH Founda-
tion. According to a news release, pro-
ceeds will help pay for and provide
mammograms and related care for local
women who are unable to afford the
services.

Over the past dozen years, the tour-
nament helped to raise more than
$18,000.

“The Pink Lady Tournament stands
as a beacon of support for the AGH
Foundation, dedicated to making mam-
mograms and related healthcare acces-
sible to women in the local community
who face financial barriers,” Chanelle
Lake, director of the John H. “Jack”
Burbage, Jr. Regional Cancer Care Cen-
ter, said in a news release.

This year, for the first time, the tour-
nament was open to the public and fea-
tured a field of 67 players. Each
foursome was given a pink ball, and one
player from each group had to play that
ball from tee to hole. The other three
players played a scramble. If the player
lost the pink ball, his or her team was out
of the pink ball tournament but could
continue as a four-person scramble.

Prizes were awarded for first, second
and third-place scramble winners, and
low pink ball winners.

In the release, tournament organizers
thanked the Ocean Pines Golf Club and
Clubhouse Grille staff, along with Glen
Riddle, River Run and Matt Ortt Com-
panies for donating door prizes.

“We would also like to thank AGH for
its continued support in our endeavor,
and we hope to increase participation
even more next year, all in the spirit of
supporting women'’s health in the com-
munity,” Janet Stoer, tournament co-
chairperson, said.

Market open on Nov. 18, 21, 25

Continued from Page 16
blends, great when steeped in warmed
apple cider or red wine,” JABBS owner
Janice Curtis said in the release.

The market also carries supplies to
help decorate the home and dinner table.

Merchants like floral artisan Terry
Jordan creates stunning centerpiece
arrangements. Jordan owns Longridge
Gardens and has been at the Ocean Pines
marketplace for 10 years. She also creates
unique place setting favors and hostess
gifts from items found from her gardens.

For many, the long Thanksgiving
weekend is the perfect time to begin put-
ting up holiday decorations.

At Snyder’s Produce and Beautiful
Things, the focus has changed to seasonal

15%

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE"

SA

greenery. Debbie Snyder and her team
will bring their fresh, handmade wreaths
and garland roping to the market
throughout the winter holiday season.

“We source a mixture of pine types to
make our holiday greens,” Snyder said in
the release. “The greens are hand cut,
bunched, and attached to wreath frames
or strung on rope cording for the gar-
lands.”

The Ocean Pines Farmers & Artisans
Market is open 9 a.m. to noon on Satur-
days in White Horse Park, next to the
Ocean Pines Administration Building
and Police Department.

For more information, visit ocean-
pines.org/web/pages/farmers-artisans-
market.
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Lisa Guerra and Roseann Vinzinni lead a convoy of golfers while driving their cart out to the Ocean
Pines Golf Club greens for the annual Pink Lady Tournament on Oct. 18.

Helping Hands for the Holidays

(Nov. 9, 2023) Worcester County
GOLD is now accepting donations and
shoppers to support its Helping Hands
for the Holidays program.

According to a news release, the
program provides holiday gifts for over
500 local children every year. All fam-
ilies are referred to GOLD by their
community partners to verify needs
and prevent duplication of services.

Supporters can donate toys by ship-
ping or dropping them at GOLD’s of-
fice at 201 River St., Snow Hill, MD
21863, or donate money by mailing a
check to Worcester GOLD, P.O. Box

335, Snow Hill, MD 21863.

Those who wish to donate online or
sign up to shop for local children can
do so at WorcesterGOLD.org. The
deadline to donate or sign up to shop is
Dec. 1.

The Greene Turtle in West Ocean
City will also host the 25th Annual Chili
Cook-Off to support the program.

Attendees will provide $10 or a new
unwrapped toy and gain access to drink
specials and unlimited chili samples
from 12 of the best local restaurants.

The event is set from 12:30 to 4:30
p-m., Sunday, Dec. 3,.

SwimFit Wellness

SwimFit Wellness: (V) A socially active gathering
place for a healthy minded community to have fun,

stay fit and make friends! WELCOME! @

Fitness Center ¢ Kickboxing ® Personal Training ¢ Group Fitness
Swim Lessons ¢ Water Aerobics ¢ Pool Parties

OPEN 6AM-8PM © 7AM-6PM Sa/Su

Call 443-783-2004 Or STOP IN to See Us
11022 Nicholas Lane ¢ Ocean Pines

443-783-2004
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Scharle kayaked around Delmarva Peninsula

It took Ocean Pines woman
11 yrs. to achieve her goal,
just short of 40th birthday

By Cindy Hoffman
Staff Writer

(Nov. 9, 2023) It took 11 years, but
she did it. Laura Scharle paddled 600
miles around the entire Delmarva
Peninsula.

That includes nearly the entire
coast of Delaware from Delaware City,
down the Eastern Shore of Maryland,
to Cape Charles in Virginia, and back
up through the Chesapeake Bay all
the way past Blackwater National
Wildlife Refuge, Kent Island and up to
Chesapeake City.

Her entire trip is documented on
her blog, laurapaddlesdelmarva.com/

She did not paddle each leg in
order around the peninsula, but
“bounced around based on the
weather, my own schedule and how
far I could drive on any given day, and
where I could bike versus. find some-
one to shuttle me,” Scharle said.

Each leg required some serious lo-
gistics. She tried to not have to double
back in the water. That meant either
having someone pick her up, fre-
quently her dad, husband, Brian, or
Aunt Margaret Ann, or bringing her
bike and dropping it at her destina-
tion.

T

CINDY HOFFMAN/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Laura Scharle set a goal for herself to kayak around the entire Delmarva Peninsula. Eleven years later, she achieved her goal. She tackled challenges
in the water and in life during this time. She achieved her goal days before her 40th birthday.

“The first time I did that, I had to
draw a flowchart on how it would
work with the biking and kayaking,”
Scharle said.

She started her trip in June 2012 at
Wisharts Point in Atlantic, Virginia.
The last leg she traveled was under
the bay bridge, ending at Terrapin
Nature Park on Kent Island a few days
before her 40th birthday.

Scharle was an avid paddler before
she committed to this goal. She lived
in Easton and did tours for the YMCA.
Her boyfriend, now husband, lived in
Chincoteague and they paddled to-
gether there.

“I had paddled all these different
sections of Delmarva before I decided

TEMPLE BAT YAM

A Reform Jewish Congregation

Please join us for live, in-person services
Fridays at 7:30 P.M.

Shop Our Judaica Store. Many New Items in Stock!

For more information, you can reach us at the Temple
from 9 AM — 2 PM Tuesday - Friday.

to do the whole thing,” Scharle said.

“I set this goal back in 2012 when
Brian and I were driving northbound
over the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tun-
nel. As we approached Fisherman Is-
land, I wondered what it would be like
to paddle to some of Virginia’s barrier
islands. And then I wondered what it
would be like to paddle around the
whole damn peninsula.”

Some of her biggest challenges
were the lack of public access, includ-
ing a 25-mile no-access stretch near
Cambridge.

“An Airbnb let me launch from
there for free. I got very creative,” she
said.

Another area in Northampton
County, Virginia had a stretch of 40

Classes Now Forming
Now Taking Transfer Students

+ Cosmetology

+ Master Barbering

* Teacher Training

+ Esthetics DIVO

LEGACY
PARTNER

* Manicuring
+ Advanced Education

POIN|

ogy - Southern

miles with no public access points.
There she met an oyster farmer who
let her launch from his family’s prop-

erty.

“There were a few trips with spe-
cific legs that had challenges I did not
expect.”

Even though she was a stickler for
reading tide charts, one low tide left
her stuck in mud.

“The mud was like quicksand, it
was 90 degrees, greenhead flies were
attacking me,” she said.

At first, she thought she would
have to wait until the tide came in, but
then, “I pulled myself together and
shimmied across the slippery mud
until I was in navigable water again. I

See KAYAKING Page 19
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(Nov. 9, 2023) For the 13th
consecutive year, Assateague
Coastal Trust and the Assateague
coastkeeper is hosting the Wild &
Scenic Film Festival to Ocean City.

The event is set for 7 p.m., with
doors opening at 6, on Nov. 16, at
Seacrets’ Morley Hall.

According to a news release, the
film festival is considered one of
the nation’s premier environmen-
tal and adventure festivals, by
combining “stellar filmmaking,
beautiful cinematography, and
first-rate storytelling.”

Attendees will watch award-
winning films about nature, com-
munity, activism, adventure, and
conservation. The program will
feature 14 short films that cele-
brate the environment while
speaking about concerns the Earth
faces.

“This festival is a natural exten-
sion of Assateague Coastal Trust’s
work to inspire people to act on

Tickets on sale for Nov. 16
Wild & Scenic Film Festival

behalf of the environment to help
keep our coastal waterways Swim-
mable, Fishable, and Drinkable,”
Assateague Coastkeeper, Taylor
Swanson said in the release.

The opening act will feature a
local musician, Brian Foley, who
will create an ambiance of calm-
ness through music before the
films begin.

And because the doors open at
6 p.m, attendees will have time
when they arrive before the films
begin to view and bid on gift bas-
kets that contain a variety of mer-
chandise, one-of-a-kind art, gift
cards and sports packages that
have been donated from local mer-
chants, restaurants, artists and
galleries. As the night goes on,
silent auctions, a 50/50 raffle, and
event specials are scheduled.

Advance tickets are on sale now
at actforbays.org/wsff. Individual
ticket prices are $25 and bundles
of five are .
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Kayaking around Delmarva
penninsula form of self-care

Continued from Page 18
was seven weeks pregnant at the
time,” Scharle said.

She traveled through a variety of
waterfronts. In Cape Charles Harbor,
she passed giant barges and excava-
tors. In Crisfield, Maryland, she
passed by crab shacks. In Lewes,
Delaware, she went under the draw-
bridge and passed the big charter
boats. And in the Delaware Bay, she
paddled out on a beautiful day with a
view of the giant power plant on the
New Jersey side of the bay.

“The steam coming out of the cool-
ing plants was actually calming to
look at. It was nice to mix it up some-
times. But my heart and soul are with
the very remote nature areas,” she
said.

Not to say that nature doesn’t offer
its own surprises, including an inci-
dent involving a rambunctious

stingray.
“One of the wings of the ray
smacked the hull of my kayak. I

screamed, it scared me so bad,” she
said.

“I feel like Delmarva and the Chesa-
peake Bay should be an international
paddling destination. The scenery is
so beautiful and so untouched. Kayak-
ing gets you into areas that boats can-
not get to,” Scharle said.

Kayaking around the Delmarva
peninsula was not just an adventure.
It was also therapy.

During the past 11 years, Scharle
has had a lot happen in her life. She
married, had a son with special needs,
and lost her mom, who inspired her
love of the outdoors.

“This was a form of self-care for
me. There were some really stressful
times over the years and I would go to
it for stress relief.”

Scharle said she hopes that her
journey inspires other people to get
outside and explore.

“We live in a beautiful area, and I
don’t want people to miss out on
that.”
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Reprint from Nov. 17, 2022

Oh, you thought I was going to
write about
turkey today,
didn’t you? No,
there is enough
rubbish out
there this
month to feed a
small army, or
rather a mas-
sive one. You
certainly do not
need to read an-

By Paul Suplee, i
other thing

MBA, CEC,PC-3 . bout that mag-
nificent  bird

and what is quite honestly my fa-
vorite meal. Death row? Thanksgiv-
ing dinner, please and thank you.

It is good, however, to reflect on
the season itself, if I may be so bold. I
absolutely adore this time of year,
and as much as I hate the thought of
chopping down the banana palms in
preparation of winter and eventually
next spring, I appreciate the seasons
with which we are fortunate.

After living in San Diego for three
and a half years, a span of coastal
desert in which they planted grass and
faked an entire ecosystem where there
really aren’t seasons of sorts, I can ap-
preciate this. Out there, It is either hot
or a little chilly. That’s about it.

Of course, you can drive a few
hours northeast to ski or snowboard,
so at least they have that. The moun-
tains in California are beautiful as
you gaze at them, snow-covered and
peaceful as you stand in the street
wearing surf trunks and flip flops.
Yet, as amazing as that feeling can be
(standing in a street in Riverside try-
ing to get your head wrapped around
snow-draped mountains), it takes
away from the idea of seasons in the
first place.

Just the notion of seasons pleases
me, as it was truly the reason I moved
back to the East Coast. It happened as
my parents picked me up from BWI
in June, 1989. I was already embed-
ded in the SoCal culture as well as the
Marines, and I enjoyed it. But when
we hit the bay bridge on that fateful
day, there was a torrential squall that
was heading right toward us from the
Eastern Shore.

I will never forget that moment, as
I grew up with those storms that
would pop out of nowhere. In Califor-
nia, the closest I ever came to that
sensation was dust devils in the Mo-
jave desert. And while those little bas-
tards can tear a tent city apart in
about 30 seconds, they’re kind of
pointless. It’s just more dust, dirt and

sand in every crevice of your body
and gear.

A squall ripping across the water is
both terrifying and humbling if you
happen to be on a vessel on the water.
Pulling in the sails, you weather the
storm and simply hope that it is a
short one. And when it passes, you re-
alize that it all just goes back to busi-
ness as usual. Set the sails and get
flying up the bay again.

So that day was when I realized
that T would move back to the East
Coast when things were settled with
my military contract. And here I am.
Not a day goes by that I don’t remi-
nisce of good times in Southern Cali-
fornia and Mexico, but that was a day
gone by.

Now I'm here and love living in
such a rich and diverse place. One of
my favorite parts of cooking in areas
like this is, in fact, the seasons. Soft
shells in the summertime, scallops,
the point of this article, now waning
in their supply as fishermen prepare
for dry dock, and the rest of the
bounty from our ocean.

I love buying fresh seafood from
Skillagallee or Sea Born in the commer-
cial harbor. There is literally no greater
sign of the seasons than fresh fish. Em-
brace it, buy it and cook with it. You can

have turkey next Thanksgiving.

Seared Scallops,
Butternut Squash Puree

serves 4

24 ea. Fresh, dry scallops
Trimix, as needed
Clarified butter, as needed
2 c. Shiitake mushrooms, sliced
1/2 c. White wine
4 c. Butternut squash puree (recipe
follows)

2 ¢. Kale sauteed in roasted garlic, as
garnish

Pat the scallops dry with a paper
towel and set aside until ready to
sear.

Season with trimix, and then heat
the clarified butter in a good saute
pan.

Sear the scallops in the hot pan for
around 2 minutes per side, or until
they have a nice crust before turning.

Remove and keep warm while you
immediately add the mushrooms and
more butter, if needed.

Cook until almost done, and then
add the wine and reduce.

Season to taste and keep warm
until service.

Place the puree in the center of the

plate, and surround it with the scal-
lops and mushrooms.

Top the dish off with a little bit of
the kale and enjoy a hearty, lovely au-
tumn meal.

Butternut Squash Puree

Makes about 2 quarts

1 ea. Butternut squash
1 c¢. Cream, or as needed
1 tsp. Kosher salt
1/2 tsp. Black pepper
2 thbsp. Pure maple syrup
1/2 tsp. Ground cinnamon

Cut the squash in half and scrape
the seeds out.

Brush with oil and place face down
on parchment on a baking sheet.

Place in a 375F oven for about 40
minutes, or until a skewer passes
right through the tender squash.

Remove and when cool enough to
handle, scoop out the flesh and place
in a food processor.

Add the other ingredients and
process until the squash in nicely
pureed. Adjust seasoning and keep
warm until ready to serve.

Paul Suplee is the owner of Box-
car4o in Pittsville and senior lec-
turer of culinary arts at UMES.
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Tickets on sale locally for Magi Fund concert

Event featuring National
Christian Choir and more
set for 3 p.m., Nov. 11

(Nov. 10, 2023) Tickets are still on
sale for the Magi Fund’s holiday per-
formance, A Magi Christmas Concert
& Veterans Day Tribute, on Nov. 11.

The show, which will feature the
National Christian Choir and the Or-
chestra of the Eastern Shore, is set for
3 p.m. at the Emmanuel Church Au-
ditorium on Beaglin Park Drive in
Salisbury.

The Magi Fund, an all-volunteer
nonprofit organization, has for three
decades staged musical events as
fundraisers for the Joseph House
Center and the Christian Shelter. The
Magi Fund has devoted 100 percent
of ticket proceeds and contributions
to benefit the two charities, which
provide housing and crisis interven-
tion for the region’s needy.

“We are celebrating our 3oth year
and we’re planning a very special and
slightly different concert,” Magi Fund
Chairman Bonnie Luna said in a
news release. “November 11 is a sig-

Last safe boating course of
'23 set virtually, Nov. 14-16

(Nov. 9, 2023) The last safe boat-
ing class of the year will be held vir-
tually next month.

Set Nov. 14-16, the course will be
taught by the same U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary instructors as the in-person
class. All the required material will be
covered in the interactive course with
plenty of time for questions through-
out the course.

The Maryland Boating Safety Ed-
ucation Act requires that anyone
born after July 1, 1972, must possess
a Maryland Basic Boating Safety Cer-
tificate to operate a boat in the state
of Maryland. Those who attend the
class and pass the test will receive a
Maryland Boating Certificate which is
approved by the National Association
of State Boating Law Administrators
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and valid in all states.

A $20 fee covers the cost of the
course and materials.

Checks should be made payable to
“USGCAUX 12-05” and mailed to:
USCGAUX 12-05, PO Box 1682,
Berlin, MD 21811

Payment through Paypal is also ac-
cepted.

For more information or to register,
contact Barry Cohen at 410-935-4807
or email CGAUXOC@Gmail.com.

nificant day of remembrance — Veter-
ans Day — and in addition to our
Christmas program, we will recognize
and honor our Veterans with a special
patriotic tribute. This will be partic-
ularly memorable as we celebrate the
birth of Christ and honor those who
have served our country.”

Committee Member Cynthia
Williams added, “The National Chris-
tian Choir is returning for its 20th
year of performing in the Magi
Fund’s annual holiday concert. The
Orchestra of the Eastern Shore is
making its debut appearance. They
will perform separately, as well as to-
gether, to produce an unforgettable
program of music. You don’t want to
miss this concert.”

Williams said members of the
community encourage the Magi Fund

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare

We have helped over 30,000 American families save over
$450,000,000 in timeshare debt and maintenance fees.
We can help you too.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

Call 1.888.984.2917

to continue providing this holiday
event to kick off the Christmas season.

“Each year, God 