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Berlin Council member Shaneka Nichols makes a point during Monday’s council meeting while discussing a request from Burley Oak Brewing.

New survey initiatives considered

Communications comm.
members want to inform
residents of what OP offers

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 29, 2024) The Ocean Pines
Association’s communications advi-
sory committee is considering new
survey initiatives to spur more com-
munity involvement and feedback in
Ocean Pines.

With first-time members Connie
Corbett and Cindy Hoffman officially
on the roster, the group met on Feb.
22 to discuss plans to foster the
Ocean Pines neighborhood spirit and
specifically the Ocean Pines Season
Kickoff and Expo.

According to committee chair
Linda Yurche, roughly 600 additional
residents move into Ocean Pines each
year.

The expo allows these new mem-

bers to explore the 61 clubs and or-
ganizations available, such as the
Democratic Women’s Club, the bowl-
ing league and the Delmarva Chorus.

The event is slated for April 20 at
White Horse Park. The communica-
tions committee, which is heavily in-
volved in its planning, wants to give
new and old Ocean Pines residents a
chance to browse all the community
offers.

The group also discussed new pro-
posals. In 2018, Yurche said the com-
mittee conducted a survey to
determine how residents received
Ocean Pines information and what
community matters were of the most
concern.

At the time, 62% of the 1,773 re-
spondents indicated they obtained
OPA news through the Bayside
Gazette.

The communications team also
determined that infrastructure,
drainage, facility upkeep and dissat-

isfaction with Mediacom were top is-
sues.

The board used this information to
establish priorities. At the most re-
cent communications meeting, the
members expressed their intention to
recommend an updated survey, as
the world has changed significantly
within the last six years.

“I think people were receptive to
what we put out before,” committee
member Marlene Ott said.

Corbett noted the need to distin-
guish demographics when reviewing
the results. The study would differen-
tiate between new, long-time, year-
round, and part-time residents and
families, single people and couples.

At the conclusion of the meeting,
the committee agreed to discuss the
proposed assessment tool with Elaine
Brady, the board liaison, and see if
they wish to proceed.

“I would love to see the updated
data,” Yurche said.
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Burley Oak
sales plea
tapped out

Request to sell separately
at chamber events gains no
traction with town council

By Charlene Sharpe
Associate Editor

(Feb. 29, 2024) Elected officials
asked for more cooperation between a
local business and the town’s chamber
of commerce this week before taking
no action on the business’s request to
serve alcohol at events.

The Berlin Town Council on Mon-
day opted not to act on a request from
Burley Oak
Brewing Co. to

;ell alCOh?[l at ¢ Bypassing the
our own A
events. Cur- people in Cha':ge
rently, the Of the event is
chamber han- not necessarily a
dles alcohol sales good look!
at the town's  coyncilwoman
events.

“Those  are Sh_aneka
chamber Nichols

events,” Council-
woman Shaneka
Nichols said. “Those are the people
this conversation should be had with.
Bypassing the people in charge of the
event is not necessarily a good look.”

Matt Burrier of Burley Oak ap-
proached the council this week with
two requests. First, he said the brew-
ery wanted to be able to provide free
samples and sell its packaged products
at the Berlin Farmers Market. Officials
said that was actually a request that
could be handled at the staff level by
Economic and Community Develop-
ment Director Ivy Wells. Wells noted
that Lyon Rum and The Buzz Meadery
operated similarly at the market, sell-
ing their product and offering free
samples.

With no action needed from the
council for that request, officials
moved on to discussion of Burrier’s re-
quest to have Burley Oak sell alcohol

See BREWERY Page 8
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Berlin Council members Jack Orris and Dean Burrell are pictured during Monday’s meeting at town
hall.

Berlin council OKs mixed
drinks at one special event

Cocktails will be served
by keg provided by town’s
Forgotten 50 Distillery

By Charlene Sharpe
Associate Editor

(Feb. 29, 2024) In an effort to in-
corporate more Berlin products into
downtown events, elected officials
agreed to allow liquor sales at Berlin
Jazz and Blues, Wine and Brews in
May.

The Berlin Town Council voted 4-
1 to allow the Berlin Chamber of
Commerce to sell mixed drinks made
with liquor from Forgotten 50, the
new distillery on Old Ocean City
Boulevard, during the May event.
While the chamber initially requested
to sell the pre-mixed drinks at multi-
ple events, officials said they wanted
to see how the first one went before
approving others.

“I'm not comfortable approving all
four of these events without knowing
how the first one goes,” Councilman
Steve Green said.

Ryan Nellans, executive director of
the chamber, approached the council
Monday asking for approval to add
mixed drinks to the menu of beer and
wine already sold by chamber repre-
sentatives during Berlin Jazz and
Blues, Wine and Brews, Small Town

iy
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Throw Down, Fiddlers Convention
and Oktoberfest. He said that the
chamber planned to buy pre-mixed
drinks made by staff at Forgotten 50
with the establishment’s liquor. He
said this would be a way the chamber
could include another Berlin business
in downtown events. He said the
amount of alcohol in the drinks
would be less than 15%, in line with
what was already served.

“'m hearing beer wine and
liquor,” Councilwoman Shaneka
Nichols said. “I feel like I'm almost at
the club.”

Councilman Dean Burrell asked if
the addition of liquor was really nec-
essary or if Nellans was doing it to in-
clude additional businesses in
downtown events.

“That’s the objective,” Nellans
said.

Green said he understood the con-
cerns about liquor and suggested ap-
proving just the first event for now
and then reviewing how it went after
the fact.

“I think that’s a good move for-
ward,” Councilman Jack Orris said.

Mayor Zack Tyndall asked if the
public perception of Berlin would
change if liquor was served at events.

“My hope is it has zero impact,”
Nellans said, adding that the cham-

See COUNCIL Page 4
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Mayor Zack Tyndall and Councilman Jay Knerr discuss the possibility of allowing mixed drinnks to
be sold during chamber-sponsored events this year.

Council OKs liquor at May event

Continued from Page 3
ber took the concerns mentioned as
seriously as the elected officials did.

Ivy Wells, the town’s economic
and community development direc-
tor, said that because the drinks were
pre-mixed and would likely be served
in a large container like a keg, the
people serving it at the event would
not be determining how much alco-
hol was included.

Cindi Krempel, president of the
chamber’s board of directors, said
mixed drinks were already served in
restaurants on Main Street. She
noted that beer and wine these days
also had higher alcoholic by volume
(ABV).

“Wines have between 12 and 15%,”

she said. “I think this is a good oppor-
tunity for the chamber to make a little
more money.”

Representatives of Forgotten 50
indicated the drinks could be made
with an ABV of 10%. Krempel added
that chamber volunteers serving alco-
hol at events were trained in respon-
sible alcoholic beverage service.

Wells made it clear the town didn’t
market events in a way that encour-
aged overdrinking.

“It’s not an event that’s going to be
promoted as a drunk fest,” she said.
“All of our events, they’re upscale
events. Not trashy.”

The council voted 4-1, with Burrell
opposed, to approve liquor sales for
the May jazz and blues event.
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Berlin moves strategic plan
process to third, final phase

Approval granted to
continue discussions with
more community input

By Charlene Sharpe
Associate Editor

(Feb. 29, 2024) The town will
move forward with phase three of the
strategic planning process following
council approval this week.

The Berlin Town Council voted
unanimously on Monday to approve
having Salisbury University’s BEA-
CON team move forward with the
final phase of the town’s strategic
plan. the decision

oped enough.

“If we’re going to look to multifam-
ily dwellings, we need to look some-
where other than my neighborhood,”
he said. “We also talked about ... af-
fordability. When it comes to afford-
ability, through the presentation I
noticed affordability related to rent.
Yes, I think that is an important as-
pect but we also need to look at af-
fordability related to single family
dwellings.”

Hickman said the stakeholder
committee discussed driving strate-
gies as well as a tactical action plan.
He said that if the council approved

moving  forward

came after BEA-
CON Director John
Hickman presented
the results of two
community listen-
ing sessions.

“This is great,
thank you,” Coun-
cilman Jack Orris
said.

‘We’ve got to come together
or else we’re going to all
perish together as Black folk.
That’s it.

Gabe Purnell

with phase three of
the strategic plan-
ning process, the
group would be
meetings again to
continue the discus-
sion of action steps
for the town. Hick-
man said the coun-
cil would have a

During the last
three months, BEACON gathered a
variety of input from Berlin residents
and staff, according to Hickman. The
group met with town staff in the fall
and followed that up with two com-
munity listening sessions. There was
good participation from residents
and Hickman’s group put together
findings of both to draft a vision and
mission statement during a stake-
holders committee meeting at the
end of January. Community values,
such as heritage, culture, resiliency,
inclusivity, well-being and vibrancy
were agreed upon and an analysis of
the town’s strengths, weaknesses, op-
portunities and threats was com-
pleted. While things like the town’s
heritage and safety were listed among
its strength, opportunities for im-
provement included diversified town
events and more affordable housing.
Threats identified included afford-
ability and overdevelopment.

Councilman Dean Burrell said he
felt his neighborhood had been devel-

Fair Prices ALWAYS'
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12417 Ocean Gateway, Suite 20, Herring Creek Professional Ctr.
West Ocean City

finalized plan to re-
view and vote on in April.

“That’s something that can be in
your rulings by the time next (fiscal)
year starts July 1,” he said.

Orris said that while he’d had a lot
of questions for BEACON during the
last presentation he’d been impressed
by the listening sessions and stake-
holder committee meetings. A mo-
tion to move forward with phase
three passed unanimously.

As the council prepared to move
on to the next item on the agenda,
resident Gabe Purnell asked why of-
ficials weren’t soliciting feedback
from those in the audience, as they
did with other agenda items.

“It seems like you went right by us,”
Purnell said. “It don’t sound like you're
playing a fair game in here tonight.”

Mayor Zack Tyndall said that was
not the intention. He said comments
hadn’t been requested because the
item was a presentation. Tyndall
apologized for the mistake.

See RESIDENT Page 5
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going on,” he said. “Maybe some of
you know it some of you don’t. We
know it, the ones that live on the east
side and hopefully our two represen-
tatives know it. What we need to do,
I'd like to invite our two representa-
tives to work with the committee of
citizens on the east side at some point
so we can be on the same page.”

He said he felt two different lan-
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Members of the Worcester County Board of Education are pictured at their meeting with administration staff.

Residents stress importance of academies

Parents explain why
summer programs key for
northern county students

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 29, 2024) Concerned parents
and community members voiced
public support last week for the
Worcester County Board of Educa-
tion to maintain summer academy
funding at area schools.

During a Feb. 13 budget meeting,
Coordinator of Instruction Tamara
Mills addressed the program’s finan-

cial difficulties after COVID-19 relief
money ran out. The move forced
WCPS to request $377,700 from the
county commissioners to fund the
county’s northern schools’ off-season
sessions.

Lauren Falotico, a Showell Ele-
mentary School mother and Parent
Teacher Association member, reiter-
ated the importance of the program
and urged the board to fight to sup-
port it during a meeting on Feb. 20.

“My youngest attended summer
academy last summer, and it was truly
a transformational experience for her,”
she said. “Summer academy is vital for

education. It creates well-adjusted stu-
dents for the upcoming school year. It
provides a structured environment
and prevents academic slides. With
summer academy, students can con-
tinue their education, services, and so-
cial-emotional growth.”

Ocean Pines resident Laura
Scharle said WCPS special education
staff confirmed that if Showell and
other northern schools are unable to
host the summer program, per the
monetary challenges, students in the
area that qualify for Extended School
Year services will be bussed to grant-
funded academies. This would in-

TARA FISCHER/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

clude Snow Hill Elementary. How-
ever, the concerned parent maintains
that this is not enough.

“Many students that qualify for
ESY, including my son, thrive on rou-
tine and familiarity,” Scharle said.
“Bussing these students to an unfa-
miliar school will be counterproduc-
tive and cause more stress than
success, making their summer acad-
emy experience a waste of time.”

Donna Pellinger reiterated the ne-
cessity of the summer program.
Transporting northern students to
the southern schools, she said, would

See BLUEPRINT Page 9
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Brewery asked to sell alcohol at four events

Continued from Page 1

at Jazz and Blues, Wine and Brews,
Small Town Throw Down, Fiddlers
Convention and Oktoberfest. He said
rather than selling beer to the cham-
ber for it to sell and serve, as has been
done in the past, Burrier said the
brewery wanted to sell the beer on its
own and manage its own sales.

“What I think is being asked is go
around the vendor approval process,”
said Ryan Nellans, executive director
of the chamber.

Burrier said the request was being
made because the chamber had run
out of Burley Oak beer at recent events
and that made the brewery look bad.
He said attendees were upset when
they purchased drink tickets from the
chamber and weren’t able to redeem
them for Burley Oak beer and instead
had to buy a domestic. He said if the

brewery sold beer at events on its own,
it could provide as much as was de-
manded by the public.

“So you’re circumventing the au-
thority of the chamber,” Councilman
Dean Burrell said.

Nichols said that’s what it sounded
like to her.

Burrier maintained that customers
at events were getting mad at Burley
Oak when, in fact, the chamber was
the one purchasing a limited amount
of beer from Burley.

“I think you need to work with the
chamber,” Councilman Jay Knerr
said.

Councilman Steve Green agreed
and said he’d like to see a better rela-
tionship between Burley Oak and the
chamber. He asked if the chamber was
running out of Burley beer at every
event.

Burrier said the chamber was pur-
chasing less beer from Burley than it
used to buy.

Nellans said the chamber was at-
tempting to purchase some alcohol
from a variety of vendors. He said in
the past, Burley would sell beer at an
event and send a bill to the chamber
afterward. Now, the chamber is pur-
chasing from a variety of vendors. He
said Burley Oak had gone from being
the sole provider at events, taking
home between $3,000 and $5,000, to
being one of several providers, taking
$500 to $1,000 in. He added that peo-
ple wanted choice at events, as not
everyone wanted craft beer.

“Burley Oak went from being an
only child to a sibling,” he said.

Officials suggested Burley Oak and
the chamber work together to figure
out a solution. Adam Davis of Berlin
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Authentic BBQ Carry Out * Order Online: Sams BBQToGo.com * 410-844-0999
Daily Lunch Specials $9.99 with Drink 11:30 AM - 3PM * Dinner Specials $19.99 5-8 PM

MONDAYS
$9.99 Brisket Melts
with House Made
BBQ Kettle Chips
$19.99 Brisket Dinner
2 Sides & Cornbread

11070 CATHELL
Road OPMD

BEHIND

TUESDAYS
$9.99 Taco Box with
Fresh Tex Mex Side.

$19.99 (2) Smoked
Meat Combo with
Honey Cornbread

THURSDAYS
$9.99 Baltimore Style
Pit Beef & Side Sliced to
Order with Tiger Sauce.
$19.99 Cow Combo with
Garlic Butter Sirloin Tips

FRIDAYS
Smash Burgers &
Side for $9.99
$19.99 Smoked
Bird Combination

SUNDAYRIS}EO RIBBQ} N[O CEANJPINES)
S$9T99)H alfiRackjRibsI&}Eries)till}3 EIM
S19¥99)EulliRackiofiBabyjBackiRibs!
&JChoicelofiSide]5-8}EM{SUNDAYS)

Sam:sjSmoked]

WingsRYE¥ies]So¥09

SEmSIRID SIS IWin2 JCOMEO]s 19Y99)
R (s [T et & Stes §660

SmokinZSamslisfajCarryiOut}in)

OceaniBines’

Welhave)

Eimited{CounteriSeating3AWelHope
fTo}Expanditolindoor]Seating]Soon!

Beer Co. said he felt the decision to
allow Burley Oak to sell at events
should be all or none. He said if the
opportunity was provided to Burley
Oak it should be provided to everyone.

“I feel we're dealing with a slippery
slope,” resident Gabe Purnell said.
“Where is it going to stop?”

Councilman Dean Burrell said Bur-
ley Oak’s request was immature.

“I think it’'d be inappropriate for
this body to take any action on this re-
quest concerning a chamber event,” he
said.

Tyndall said the two parties should
find an amenable solution.

“If you two can’t work that out and
this continues to be a year over year
challenge we may have to explore the
structure of future events,” he said. “I
think you all can be adults.”

Wor Wic hosting
scholarship info
session March 5

(Feb. 29, 2024) The Maryland
Community College Promise Scholar-
ship is providing eligible students
with up to $5,000 to cover remaining
tuition and mandatory fee expenses
after applying for financial aid.

Learn about the scholarship and
how to qualify in a free information
session at 6 p.m., March 5, in Guerri-
eri Hall at Wor-Wic Community Col-
lege on the corner of Route 50 and
Walston Switch Road in Salisbury.
Registration is required by Friday,
March 1.

There is no age limit, and full-
time, part-time, credit and non-credit
students may qualify. Prospective
students, as well as their parents or
guardians, are welcome to attend as
well to learn more about eligibility,
requirements and the process of fill-
ing out the Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid, or FAFSA, forms.

Visit the events section of
worwic.edu for more information or
to register by March 1.
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County school board votes
6-1 for $136M budget plan

Employees would receive
one step increase, 6%
cost-of-living adjustment

By Charlene Sharpe
Associate Editor

(Feb. 29, 2024) Raises for teachers
highlight a $136 million proposed
budget approved by the Worcester
County Board of Education last week.

The school board voted 5-1 last
week to approve a proposed fiscal
year 2025 budget that includes a step
increase and a 6% cost-of-living ad-
justment for teachers. The budget in-
cludes a 6.5% COLA for support staff
as well as a pay increase for bus driv-
ers.

“Our parents come to the board
and share requests for what they
think is important for the board’s
budget,” Chief Financial Officer Vince
Tolbert said. “This past year it was
stated over and over again by every
parent that came to the table where
their priorities were. They were to re-
cruit, hire, retain high quality teach-
ers and staff, to maintain small class
sizes and to restore FY24 cuts... Our
budget addresses those three priori-
ties shared with the board by our par-
ents and our community.”

Tolbert told the school board the
proposed budget was $136 million,
with about 80%, or $109,632,071, in
county appropriations. He said about
$26 million was expected in state aid.

The fiscal year 2025 budget in-
cludes a step increase and 6% COLA

for certificated staff and a 6.5% COLA
for support staff. The 6% COLA has
been discussed by the school system
in recent weeks as the best way for
Worcester County Public Schools to
work toward the $60,000 starting
teacher salary that will be mandated
by the state in fiscal year 2027.

Salary increases are expected to
cost $5.9 million in the coming year.
Health insurance increases are ex-
pected to exceed $1.8 million. Tolbert
noted that health insurance rates
wouldn’t be finalized until March.

School board member Katie Addis
asked about the possibility of zero-
based budgeting, something she
thought might help the school system
reevaluate what was important.

Tolbert said that more than 86% of
the school system’s budget was spent
on staff. He added that the school
system also had to increase salaries to
meet the Blueprint for Maryland’s
Future mandate to get starting
teacher pay from around $50,000,
where it is now, to $60,000.

“I hear what you’re saying Katie, I
do, but to get where we need to be
without additional funding we're
going to have to reduce positions,”
Tolbert said. “That’s just the God’s
honest truth.”

Addis also asked about other post-
employment benefits (OPEB). Tol-
bert said the school system’s OPEB
account was about 20% funded. He
said there was not a certain funding
level requirement. School board

See SCHOOL Page 10

Blueprint plan also discussed

Continued from Page 6

disrupt children’s routines. The
mother also mentioned that kids
moving on to high school must have
the opportunity to learn in their
home base and acquaint themselves
with the building and staff for the up-
coming year.

“I urge you to continue to think
about how we can make summer
academy happen,” she said.

Chief Academic Officer for grades
Pre-K-8 Denise Shorts also gave an
update on the Blueprint for Mary-
land’s Future, the initiative to in-
crease education funding by $3.8
billion annually over the next ten
years. The county is drafting its sec-
ond implementation plan. The first
portion is due to the Maryland De-
partment of Education and the Blue-
print for Maryland’s Future
Accountability and Implementation
Board on March 15. It will address
five questions concerning the blue-
print’s execution in Worcester
County and will be released for public
viewing after it is completed and ap-
proved.

The five-pillar piece, which will
use outcome data, is due May 1. The
pillars, for example, look at the
Kindergarten Readiness Assessment
and Maryland Comprehensive As-
sessment Program results.

Superintendent Lou Taylor also
announced the 2024 Worcester
County’s Teacher of the Year nomi-
nees. They are listed are as
follows:Lisa Ballance, Pocomoke El-
ementary School; Caitlin Evans,
Worcester Technical High School;
Susan Gray, Buckingham Elementary
School; Zachary Johnson, Cedar
Chapel Special School; Andrea Komi-
nos, Showell Elementary School;
Jason Konyar, Snow Hill High
School; Amanda Krantz, Pocomoke
High School; Lisa Kristick, Ocean
City Elementary School; Carrie
Moore, Snow Hill Middle School;
Amy Jo Mulinos, Snow Hill Elemen-
tary School; Jenna Paul, Berlin Inter-
mediate School; Gabrielle
Remington, Stephen Decatur Middle
School; Kim Snyder, Pocomoke Mid-
dle School; and Marie Stevenson,
Stephen Decatur High School.
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School board officials discuss fiscal data

Continued from Page 9

member Jon Andes said OPEB
changes implemented by the Govern-
mental Accounting Standards Board
in 2005 required municipal govern-
ments set aside money for OPEB.

“So the taxpayers of Worcester
County are putting money in a fund
that only benefits the fund manager...
,” Andes said. “Worcester County
cannot touch that money unless there
is a catastrophe. I don’t think
Worcester County will ever go bank-
rupt or financially insolvent.”

He said there was no certain level
that OPEB needed to be funded.

“What do we get from it? We get
nothing from it,” he said. “The only
time it will ever be legally tapped into
is if Worcester County becomes insol-
vent which I don’t see happening.”

Tolbert said Andes was correct but
added that the funding could be used
to pay for current retiree benefits.

Addis asked if there had been dis-
cussion during the budget process
about ways to save money.

“Sure we always look at how we
can save money,” Tolbert said. “One
of the things we looked at was scaling
back our summer programs.”

Annette Wallace, chief safety and
academic officer for grades 9-12, said
there was no place to make cuts sig-
nificant enough to make an impact.

EVERY DAY.

Cristian Salgado, M.D. Laura Stokes, D.O.
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accessible.
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Our experienced pediatric providers are now accepting new patients!

Call 443-728-1004 today to schedule an appointment.

She said the school system had been
criticized for what it spent on car
washes. She said that was about
$3,000 a year.

“It’s just not going to make a sig-
nificant impact,” she said. “Let alone
the discussion we're below the
threshold of other county organiza-
tions in expenses
like that.”

board are the checks and balances
and yes we should be going and hav-
ing a more comprehensive budget
and not striking things, but having a
conversation about it...,” she said.
“While we can trust the executive
team, it is not our job to trust. Other-
wise there’s no reason for us to be
here other than to
rubberstamp a

She said there budget because
had been discus- ‘So the taxpayers of Worcester we trusted them.”
sions about cut- . . Wallace said
ting staff but that County are putting money in the board had
the superintend- a fund that only benefits held multiple
ent had opted not the fund manager...’ budget work ses-
to because par- sions.
ents and commu- School board member Addis said the
nity  members Jon Andes board didn’t have
valued small class a comprehensive
sizes. budget at that

School board
member Bill Buchanan said school
officials knew what they needed for
their facilities to run effectively.

“We have to trust the administra-
tive and the financial departments to
make the decisions,” he said. “We
can’t go line by line like some county
governments do. I don’t feel like I
have the expertise to do that.”

Addis said she felt the school sys-
tem leadership was capable but still
believed the board should do more.

“I am saying that we as the elected

Anita Pascucci, D.O. Carrie Dawes, CPNP

agh.care/pediatrics

10614 Racetrack Rd., Ste. 1
Ocean Pines, MD

point. The board

went on to vote 5-1, with Addis op-
posed, to approve the budget. The pro-
posed budget is scheduled to be
discussed with county officials in April.
Weston Young, the county’s chief
administrative officer, said in an in-
terview this week that county staff
would be reviewing the school sys-
tem’s proposed spending plan prior
to that meeting. He said he had met
with the school system’s executive
team regarding their budget format
about a month ago. According to

Young, while there were improve-
ments in how they displayed certain
operating expenses from last year,
details about revenues, positions,
fixed charges, and restricted grant ex-
penditures were missing or needed
additional clarification.

“We understand they have the dif-
ficult challenge of reallocating exist-
ing resources to implement the
Blueprint’s requirements, however
we're optimistic we will receive a
comprehensive budget this year,” he
said.

Young also addressed the rele-
vance of OPEB and why the school
system’s OPEB funding liability mat-
tered.

“The funding of the OPEB trust for
board of education employees not
only guarantees their benefits in re-
tirement, but it also impacts our
credit rating and the interest rate we
pay when we borrow for projects like
school construction,” he said. “The
board’s budget has not fully covered
the cost of current retirees, let alone
additional funding to grow an invest-
ment trust. The county has picked up
the slack and will continue to do so to
honor the entitled benefits of retirees.
Until this trust is fully funded it will
negatively impact our credit rating.
When fully funded it will pay for the
annual contribution for retirees.”
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State warns education challenges looming

Chairman: ‘You're not going
to be able to fund all the
things” officials want

By Charlene Sharpe
Associate Editor

(Feb. 29, 2024) State officials said
last week that the implementation of
the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future
would require difficult decisions at
the local level as officials will have to
prioritize how they want to spend ed-
ucation funding.

In a virtual meeting on Feb. 20,
the state’s Accountability and Imple-
mentation Board (AIB) met with the
Worcester County Commissioners
and the Worcester County Board of
Education to discuss implementation
of the Blueprint, the state’s compre-
hensive education reform plan. The
Blueprint will require local school
systems to increase teacher salaries
and expand dual enrollment offer-
ings, among a variety of other
changes meant to improve education
in Maryland.

“It’s not going to be business as
usual,” AIB Chairman Ike Leggett
said. “You’re not going to be able to
fund all the things people have
wanted in the past.”

Leggett told Worcester County of-
ficials that with Maryland students
ranking 4oth and 43rd nationwide in
reading and math, state leaders felt
the need to spent years developing a
plan to overhaul the state’s education
system. AIB Vice Chairman Dr. Britt
Kirwan, who led that effort, said a
massive change was needed.

“We're going to have our chal-
lenges,” he said.

Rachel Hise, AIB’s executive direc-
tor, outlined the pillars of the Blue-
print and how it was to be funded.
While the county allocated $100 mil-
lion in Maintenance of Effort (MOE)
funding for education last year, the
new local share for the Blueprint is
only $73 million. Under the Blue-
print, local jurisdictions must fund
the local share or MOE, whichever
amount is greater.

Hise stressed that some of what
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Financial Aid
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school systems funded now was not
included in the Blueprint.

“There are things not in the Blue-
print that communities may value,”
she said.

Commissioner Chip Bertino asked
if those figures indicated that $73
million should be sufficient to cover
the needs of the Blueprint. She said
that figure didn’t include transporta-
tion or things like band or athletics.

Bertino asked how county govern-
ment would know if the board of ed-
ucation was meeting Blueprint
mandates and whether there was a
transparent way to know they were
being met from a financial stand-

point.
“You don’t have that now?”
Leggett asked.

Bertino said the county didn’t have
the level of detail that would effec-
tively help officials understand what
was going on.

“Other county governments are
experiencing the same opportunities
for improvement we are,” Bertino
said.

Leggett said it was the AIB’s expec-
tation that everything associated with
the Blueprint was transparent.

“We're talking here about tax dol-
lars the public’s paying for,” he said.

Bertino asked about zero-based
budgeting, the process of starting a
budget from zero rather than with the
budget figure from the previous year.
Leggett said the way he did it, a
budget would start from ground zero
and he would determine the most im-
portant priorities and allocate fund-
ing to them. If there isn’t enough
funding for everything on the list, the
decision has to be made to add more
resources or to eliminate something
on the list. Leggett said he found zero
based budgeting helpful but that
budgeting decisions would have to be
made at the local level.

Kirwan said local school systems
could get assistance from the state
during Blueprint implementation
through consultants AIB would be
providing.

“These are individuals who can
bring strategic thinking to make the

“Queen for a Day”
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kind of adjustments you're talking
about,” he said.

According to Leggett, trans-
parency and collaboration will be
needed through the process.

“You should have access to and the
ability to look at everything utilizing
taxpayer dollars,” he said. “That
transparency is a must.”

He acknowledged that putting the
Blueprint initiatives in place would
require big changes from school sys-
tems but that drastic change was
needed to improve education
statewide.

“The Blueprint will not do every-
thing people may want to do at the
local level,” he said. “There will be

some difficult decisions.”

School board member Jon Andes,
the county’s former superintendent,
said Worcester County was consid-
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ered a wealthy jurisdiction by the
state and as a result didn’t receive
sufficient funding. He said the county
was set to receive $1.4 million—about
$200 a pupil—to implement the
Blueprint.

“We need more state funding to
get the job done,” he said, adding that
things like the salary increase the
Blueprint demanded for teachers
with National Board Certification
cost more than the state was provid-
ing. “We need to make a cut some-
where else to pay that. In order to
implement the Blueprint with fi-
delity, we’re going to need more state
dollars.”

Andes maintained that Worcester
County already supported many of
the Blueprint values and was the top
performing school system in the

See BLUEPRINT Page 12
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
performs first ‘ashes to go’

Ministry work offered on
Main Street for shoppers,
Berlin residents Ash Wed.

(Feb. 29, 2024) On Feb. 14, mem-
bers of St. Paul’s Episcopal Berlin cel-
ebrated Ash Wednesday and the start
of Lent in the Christian tradition with
an “ashes to go” event.

According to a release from Cheryl
Middleton, the church’s communica-
tions liaison, Rev. Carl Mosley and
Rev. Suz Southern set up outside of
The Church Mouse at 101 N. Main
Street in Berlin and administered
ashes to passers-by in accordance
with traditional Ash Wednesday rites.

Despite the cold temperatures, the
release said many local people and
out-of-towners  visiting  Berlin

stopped to receive ashes on their
foreheads and participate in the tra-
dition marking the start of the Lenten
season, which lasts 40 days (exclud-
ing Sundays) and concludes on
Easter Sunday.

Southern followed custom and
made the ashes by burning palm
leaves left over from last year’s Palm
Sunday celebration.

Anyone interested in attending
Lenten or Holy Week services at St.
Paul’s Berlin can check the website,
stpaulsberlin.org, for details about all
upcoming services and events The
church is also on Facebook and Insta-
gram.

Regular Sunday services are typi-
cally held at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. St.
Paul’s Episcopal Berlin is at 3 Church
Street in Berlin.

Blueprint carries major impact

Continued from Page 11

state. He pointed out that the low-
ranking stats Leggett shared at the
beginning of the meeting were from
the National Assessment of Educa-
tion Progress, an assessment that
isn’t based on results from individual
students or schools.

“It’s a barometer not a census
test,” he said.

Hise said that in counties where
the local share was less than MOE,
there would be funding challenges
because the money was already being
spent on certain things.

“It is a challenge to rethink how
you're using your resources,” she
said, adding that the goal would be to
have local officials agree on a set of
priorities. “We are going to be provid-
ing targeted technical assistance to
do that deeper dive. We really would
encourage Worcester County to par-
ticipate.”

Todd Ferrante, president of the
school board, asked if the timeline for
Blueprint implementation could be
delayed.

“That’d be a question we’d have to
take up with the General Assembly,”
Leggett said.

At a board of education meeting
later Tuesday afternoon, Worcester
County Public Schools (WCPS) offi-
cials said the support services the AIB
referenced during the virtual meeting
were not yet available.

“This is something brand new
that’s getting ready to be offered,”
said Annette Wallace, the school sys-
tem’s chief safety and academic offi-
cer for grades 9-12. Other officials
said the school system wouldn’t be
able to apply for the assistance until
July 1.

“Certainly, I'm going to reach out
to that consultant,” Chief Financial
Officer Vince Tolbert said.

Wallace also brought up the com-
ments made about transparency. She
said one of the entire pillars of the
Blueprint was accountability and
transparency.

“That seemed to be left out today
when the question was asked very
clearly,” she said. “I did want to make
that clear to the board and public. I'm
not sure why that was left out when
the question was asked.”

She added that there was already
accountability within WCPS.

“When we talk about accountabil-
ity, Worcester County Public Schools
now, thanks to the board’s leadership
and foresight, every expenditure that
you all approve every single month is
on our website,” she said. “To make
any suggestion about a lack of trans-
parency or accountability, if I go to
the bathroom and it costs me 25 cents
to go to the bathroom, like in Europe
when you have to pay a quarter to go
in, you'd see it. It would be a 25-cent
expense and it would say restroom.
Everything is there everything is ac-
counted for everything is very trans-
parent.”

School board member Katie Addis
brought up Leggett’s comments
about zero-based budgeting and
asked if that was something the
school system could explore. Tolbert
indicated it would be difficult for a
school system to do.

“For some companies it does make
sense,” he said. “I don’t think it
makes as much sense for a school sys-
tem.”

Addis said maybe it was something
the school system could do every five
or 10 years.

“The fact you’d be doing that type
of process would be beneficial to the
financial department as well as the
taxpayers that see things are being
looked at,” she said.
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Berlin day care worker faces
assault, child abuse charges

Heather Lynn Ward remains
in jail without bond, more
legal filings could follow

By Charlene Sharpe
Associate Editor

(Feb. 23, 2024) A Berlin daycare
worker is facing assault and child
abuse charges after an 8-month-old
baby was brought to the hospital with
a broken leg.

While the investigation is ongoing
and more charges are likely, on Feb.
20, Berlin resident Heather Lynn
Ward, 39, was
charged with 14
counts of second-de-
gree assault and one
felony count of sec-
ond-degree child
abuse. The charges
stem from Ward’s
time in an infant
classroom at Berlin
Activities Depot/Education Station.

According to charging documents,
police launched an investigation in
November regarding an 8-month-old
female who’d been diagnosed with a
broken tibia at Atlantic General Hos-
pital. The child’s mother told investi-
gators she’d been fine prior to
attending daycare at Berlin Activities
Depot/Education Station Nov. 1. In-
vestigators visited the childcare facil-
ity and met with its director as well as
the child’s teachers in the “Baby
Buzzing Bees” classroom, which ac-
cording to the Berlin Activities Depot
website is for children between 21
and 40 weeks old. Staff told investi-
gators they were unaware of an inci-
dent when the child was injured,
according to court documents.

It was at that point, however, that
investigators requested video surveil-

Heather Ward
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events@oceanpromotions.info ¢ www.oceanpromotions.info

lance for any classroom the child had
been in on Nov. 1. The video showed
several interactions noted in court
documents, including several in-
stances when Ward hit the child. Ac-
cording to charging documents, at
9:47 a.m., “Ward hit (the child) with
her left hand twice and then used her
right hand and struck (the child) five
times....”

According to court documents
there were interactions with other
children on the video that were con-
cerning. When investigators met with
administration at Berlin Activities
Depot, they asked that Ward be re-
moved from the classroom until the
investigation was complete.

“Ward was placed on leave and
eventually terminated,” charging
documents read.

On Nov. 14, a doctor determined
the child’s injury was an
“impact/compression injury” re-
ferred to as a buckle fracture.

“He stated a significant amount of
force was applied to her heel to cause
the injury,” charging documents
read.

When police met with Ward and
showed her the video in December,
“Ward said she never intended to
hurt any of the children,” according
to charging documents, and she did
not cause the fracture to the baby’s
leg.

“Ward stated from what she saw in
the videos that I showed her, she did-
n’t believe she broke the ‘kids’ leg,”
charging documents read. “She was
told by the staff at the Education Sta-
tion that it didn’t look like she broke
her leg.”

At that point parents of other chil-
dren in Ward’s classroom on Nov. 1
were shown video of their children’s
interactions with Ward, and in mid-
January, police obtained video for the
Bees classroom during Oct. 1 to Nov.
13. The charging documents go on to
identify numerous interactions be-
tween Ward and the victim. An inci-
dent on Oct. 23 allegedly occurred
when Ward was standing next to the
victim’s crib.

“(The child) moved in her crib.
Ward immediately turned and
pushed down on (the child’s) body
twice. 12:05:25— (The child) moved
again, Ward pushed down on (the
child’s) body and then slapped her
twice. Ward repositioned (the child)
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The Berlin Activities Depot/Education Station is pictured

Baby brought to hospital with broken leg

so her head was at the opposite end
of the crib. 12:08:16—Ward punched
(the child) on the head area two times
and slapped her,” according to charg-
ing documents.

Berlin Activities Depot owner/op-
erator Carmella Solito issued a state-
men Thursday night, saying, “We are
deeply disturbed and horrified by the
circumstances involving the recent
arrest of a former employee. The ac-
cusations profoundly conflict with
our core values and longstanding
commitment to providing a safe and
nurturing environment for all chil-
dren in our care. We have zero toler-
ance for any abuse or mistreatment of
children. Their safety and well-being
are our absolute top priority.”

According to Solito, unlike alleged
in the charging documents, Ward was
immediately discharged once the al-
legations were learned. Solito said,
“Upon learning of the allegations, the
employee was immediately removed
from the center and terminated.
Since then, we have been providing
law enforcement with all necessary
information and support to ensure a
thorough and complete investigation.
... I want everyone to know we are de-

voting our full attention to this mat-
ter and are committed to demonstrat-
ing through our actions the
unwavering commitment to child
safety that has always been at the
core of Berlin Activities Depot.”

Solito said measures have been
implemented at the center while con-
tinuing to cooperate with law en-
forcement’s investigation. An effort
to “supplement the cameras we have
in place” is underway. She said, “we
are installing additional password-
protected cameras throughout the fa-
cility, allowing parents to remotely
view their children and our caregiv-
ing practices in real-time. This addi-
tional layer of transparency aims to
further demonstrate our unwavering
commitment to providing a safe and
nurturing environment.”

As of Thursday, Ward was being
held without bond following a bail re-
view in Worcester County District
Court Thursday morning. A prelimi-
nary hearing is scheduled for March
19 in District Court.

William Hall, an attorney in Salis-
bury, said he’d been retained by the
family of one of the victims from
Berlin Education Station. Charges
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have not yet been filed related to his
client’s child but are expected, ac-
cording to Hall.

“We're looking for any witnesses

BETHANY HOOPER/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

or anyone that can help to come for-
ward,” he said. “It’s a serious matter.
The allegations are very disturbing
but there is video of these assaults.”
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Critical need for county foster care families

By Bethany Hooper
Associate Editor

(Feb. 29, 2024) Six homes.

That, according to Department of
Social Services Director Roberta
Baldwin, is the total number of active
foster care facilities in all of Worces-
ter County.

It’s also the biggest challenge the
department faces as it seeks tempo-
rary placement for the 30 children
who are currently in the local foster
care system.

“It’s a national issue,” she said re-
cently. “We struggled before the pan-
demic, but certainly the pandemic
has impacted, and continues to im-
pact, our ability to recruit and main-
tain a large pool of homes.”

While the goal of foster care is to
place foster children in a permanent
living arrangement, either with fam-
ily members or adoptive parents,
Baldwin said there is a great need for
foster parents who can provide short-
term care and support. She noted

that more than half of children in
Worcester County’s foster care sys-
tem are currently living in other
counties, away from their communi-
ties and the people they know.
“When children have to be sepa-
rated from their families, there’s
trauma that’s associated with that,”
she explained. “So if we can keep chil-
dren in their communities and in
their neighborhoods, connected with
teachers or other important figures in
their lives, it helps to reduce that

trauma and create some normalcy for
that child. And it helps them live a
much healthier life.”

Baldwin said the foster care sys-
tem is a temporary separation of chil-
dren who are at risk of being hurt or
maltreated in their homes. She said
children who enter the system are
often victims of abuse and neglect.

“In our county, we have a high in-
cident rate of neglect,” she said.

Tess Waller, resource coordinator
for the local foster care system, said

Town of Berlin Public Notices

TOWN OF BERLIN

REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS

RFP # 2024 - 03
Audit Services for Existing
Information Technology Contract
and System

Due Date: Friday, March 15, 2024
Time: 3:00 PM. EST

The Town of Berlin is seeking Pro-
posals for Audit Services for the
Town’s existing Information Tech-
nology Contract and System. Quali-
fied firms are encouraged to visit the
Town of Berlin website at
berlinmd.gov/government/request-
for-proposals/ or contact Town Ad-
ministrator Mary Bohlen at
410-641-4314 /
mbohlen@berlinmd.gov for official
RFP.

Sealed proposals will be accepted
until 3:00 PM on Friday, March 15,
2024. EEO.

OCD-2/22/2t

TOWN OF BERLIN

REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS

#2024 - 01
Facilities Design and Build
Services

Due Date: Friday, March 29, 2024
Time: 3:00 PM. EST

The Town of Berlin is seeking
RFQs for Design and Build Services
for three (3) facilities owned and op-
erated by the Town: 1) Partial Reno-
vation of Town Hall; and 2) Complete
Build of a new Public Works Facility;

and 3) Complete Build of a new
Community Center. Qualified firms
are encouraged to visit the Town of
Berlin website at berlinmd.gov/gov-
ernment/request-for-proposals/for
the official RFQ or contact Town Ad-
ministrator Mary Bohlen at 410-
641-4314 / mbohlen@berlinmd.gov
for the official RFQ.

Sealed submissions will be ac-
cepted until 3:00 PM on Friday,
March 29, 2024. EEO.

OCD-2/22/2t

TOWN OF BERLIN, MARYLAND

NOTICE

OF PUBLIC HEARING
ORDINANCE NO. 2024-01
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF
BERLIN INFRASTRUCTURE
BONDS, 2024 SERIES A

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
COUNCIL OF MAYOR AND
COUNCIL OF BERLIN (THE
“TOWN”) PROVIDING FOR THE
ISSUANCE AND SALE TO THE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
ADMINISTRATION OF GENERAL
OBLIGATION BONDS IN AN AG-
GREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT
NOT EXCEEDING $3,800,000.00
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVID-
ING ALL OR A PORTION OF THE
FUNDS NECESSARY FOR (I) FI-
NANCING, REIMBURSING
AND/OR REFINANCING COSTS
OF THE PROJECTS GENERALLY
REFERRED TO AS (A) ELECTRIC
AMI METER SYSTEM AND (B)
PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING, (II)
FUNDING A PORTION OF A CAP-
ITAL RESERVE FUND AND/OR
OTHER RESERVES, AND/OR (III)
PAYING OR REIMBURSING IS-
SUANCE AND OTHER COSTS RE-
LATED TO THE BONDS,
SUBJECT TO THE FURTHER
PROVISIONS OF SUCH ORDI-
NANCE.

The public hearing on the Ordi-
nance will be held at 7:00 PM on
Monday, March 11, 2024. The Ordi-
nance will be introduced at the
Mayor and Council’s regular meet-
ing on Monday, February 26, 2024

and may be considered for passage
at the March 11, 2024 regular meet-
ing. The public hearing and both
meetings will be held at Berlin Town
Hall, 10 William Street, 2nd Floor,
Berlin, MD 21811, beginning at 7:00
PM.

The hearing is open to the public
and public testimony is encouraged.
Written comments may be submit-
ted by no later than 12:00 PM (noon)
on Monday, March 11, 2024 as de-
scribed at https://berlinmd.gov/gov-
ernment/council-meetings.

The Ordinance is available for re-
view at Berlin Town Hall during reg-
ular business hours, Monday
through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM
or on the Town website at
www.berlinmd.gov.

Persons with questions regarding
this matter may call 410-641-2770.

0CD-2/22/2t

TOWN OF BERLIN, MARYLAND

NOTICE

OF PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-01
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF
BERLIN INFRASTRUCTURE
BONDS, 2024 SERIES A

Notice is hereby given that the
Council (the “Council”) of Mayor and
Council of Berlin (the “Town”), will
hold a public hearing to consider an
Ordinance authorizing the issuance
and sale to the Community Develop-
ment Administration of general obli-
gation bonds in one or more series in
an aggregate principal amount not
to exceed $3,800,000 (the “Bonds”) to
be issued under the State of Mary-
land’s Local Government Infrastruc-
ture Financing Program, pursuant
to the authority of Sections 4-101
through 4-255 of the Housing and
Community Development Article of
the Annotated Code of Maryland, as
amended (the “Act”). The purpose of
the Bonds is to provide all or a por-
tion of the funds necessary to (i) fi-
nance, reimburse and/or refinance
all or a portion of the costs of two
separate projects generally referred

to by the Town as the Electric AMI
Meter System and the Public Works
Building (which building may be oc-
cupied by other Town departments
as well), (i1) fund reserves, and/or (iii)
pay or reimburse costs of issuance
and other related costs of the Bonds,
subject to the further provisions of
such Ordinance.

PLACE OF MEETING: Council
Chambers (2nd Floor), Town Hall, 10
William Street, Berlin, Maryland
21811

TIME: 7:00 p.m.

DATE: Monday, March 11, 2024

All interested parties are encour-
aged to attend the public hearing or
to submit written comments as de-
scribed below.

WRITTEN PUBLIC COM-
MENTS MAY BE SUBMITTED
UNTIL 12 PM/NOON on Monday,
March 11, 2024 as follows: (1) email
to info@berlinmd.gov and use Meet-
ing Comments as the email subject
line, (i) fax to 410-641-2316, (iii)
drop off in either drop box at Town
Hall—one is at the rear of the build-
ing behind the stair tower and the
other is at the corner of Bay and
William Streets on the building, or
(iv) mail to Berlin Town Hall, Attn:
Meeting Comments, 10 William
Street, Berlin, MD 21811. The
Town is not responsible for delays or
delivery failures on the part of USPS
or by any other delivery method.

The full text of the Ordinance is
available for review at Berlin Town
Hall during regular business hours,
Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to
4:00 PM or on the Town website at
www.berlinmd.gov.

This public hearing is required by
the Act. The Ordinance may be
passed (i) as introduced or (ii) as
amended, either at the Council
meeting held on the same day as and
following the public hearing or at a
subsequent Council meeting.

Pursuant to the Act, (i) the Ordi-
nance will become effective upon its
passage by the Council and its ap-
proval by the Mayor, and (ii) the
qualified voters of the Town will
have the right to petition the Ordi-
nance to referendum within 20 days
after its passage by the Council
(such time period to be calculated in
accordance with Maryland law).

Persons with questions concern-
ing this matter may call 410-641-

27170. OCD-2/29/2t
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Keeping children local helps reduce trauma

anyone — whether they are single,
married, or an empty-nester — can be
a foster parent, so long as they can
complete the necessary training pro-
gram and background check and pro-
vide a safe home environment. But
most importantly, Waller said, is that
they must love children and provide
emotional support and stability.

“These children aren’t asking for
much,” she said. “They just want to
be part of a family.”

Alison Tinker, a Worcester County
foster parent, said that is exactly why
she joined the foster care system
more than 20 years ago. Since that
time, her family has housed countless
foster children and adopted five.

“There’s always more love to go
around ...,” she said. “Children can
never have too many people to love
them.”

Tinker said she sees the need for
additional foster families within the
community. She added that while
there may be challenges, being a fos-
ter parent is a rewarding experience.

“It’s worth getting into, even if you
don’t want to be a full-time foster
parent,” she said. “Being a respite
provider is just as important. Who
knows, you may fall in love with them
and want to keep them. We did that
five times ourselves.”

Waller said she will work with
prospective foster parents to deter-
mine their goals and intentions,
whether it be short-term respite care,
long-term care or adoption. She said
families can also specify age ranges
and decline any potential place-
ments.

“Not every child will fit in their
home, and it’s OK to say no,” she said.
“And we understand that because the
children are a priority, and we want
to make sure that they're safe and
happy.”

Baldwin added that the depart-
ment will also offer assistance to fos-
ter care families, no matter the time
or day.

“We really are here to help and
that’s a big point that we need to get
across,” she said. “If you are kind
enough to open your heart and home
and take a child in, you're not doing
it alone, that the department is here
to support you, for whatever the need
may be, whether it’s getting a youth
to and from medical appointments or
talking through a situation that a fos-
ter parent may be having.”

health or substance use disorders
that prevent them from being the
best parent that they need to be.
Those types of things are happening,
and it’s those types of situations that
are probably most prevalent for the
majority of the reasons as to why chil-

As of Feb. 16, there were 3,804
children and older youth in Mary-
land’s foster care system, according
to the Maryland Department of
Human Services. And while the num-
ber of children entering foster care
has declined by 30% in the last

dren are coming decade, Brian
into foster care.” Schleter,

Baldwin added ] . spokesman  for
that the COVID When children ha_“’e to _b_e the state depart-
pandemic  also separated from their families, ment, said offi-

played a signifi-
cant role in the
number of fami-
lies needing the
foster care sys-
tem.

“I do think that
the pandemic has
created more is-
sues within fami-
lies that they're
struggling to deal
with,” she ex-
plained. “So it’s
creating a greater
need for this tem-

there’s trauma that’s associated
with that. So if we can keep
children in their communities and
in their neighborhoods, connected
with teachers or other important
figures in their lives, it helps to
reduce that trauma and create
some normalcy for that child. And
it helps them live a much
healthier life.
Department of Social Services
Director Roberta Baldwin

cials continue to
seek  partners
when temporary
placement is nec-
essary.
“Whenever
possible, we want
to make sure chil-
dren and youth
can safely remain
with loved ones,
reduce unneces-
sary  removals
and prevent chil-
dren from coming
into foster care in

porary  separa-
tion, which means we need a larger
pool of families to join our team, to
support the efforts to help us work
with both the child and the family
that is challenged with some of these
problems.”

the first place ...,”

he said. “When children cannot safely

remain at home and must enter foster

care, we work diligently to place them

in family foster homes, including kin-
ship care, whenever possible.”

To date, there are 1,309 licensed

family foster homes in Maryland,
along with 821 formal kinship
providers, according to the Maryland
Department of Human Services.

“In Maryland, we continuously
seek to partner with people who
choose to step forward to serve as fos-
ter parents,” Schleter said. “At the
same time, we are actively shifting to-
ward a kin-first culture that consis-
tently promotes immediate kinship
placements, helps children in foster
care maintain connections with rela-
tives, and tailors services and sup-
ports for kinship families. Providing
stable and loving homes can make an
immense difference in the lives of
these children, offering them the sup-
port and nurturing environment they
need to thrive.”

Officials say the Worcester County
Department of Social Services is
seeking families to care for children
as young as four months to teens as
old as 17. Waller said those interested
in becoming a foster parent can call
her at 410-422-9731. For additional
information, contact the Worcester
County Department of Social Services
at 410-677-6849.

“We really want to support the
youth in our community and provide
what is best for them,” Baldwin said.
“And being in a family is what’s best
for children.”
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Officials said there are some mis-
conceptions about the foster care sys-
tem. Baldwin said that could be one
reason Worcester County is experi-
encing a lack of foster homes.

“Some of it may be that in our
county there’s this perception that
children aren’t experiencing the is-
sues that would warrant them to be
separated from their families, so
there isn’t a need. But there s ...,” she
said. “We do have issues where fami-
lies are experiencing behavioral
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Md. filmmakers produce 46
entries for annual OC festival

(March 1, 2024) Of the 105 inde-
pendent films showing at the 2024
Ocean City Film Festival next week,
46 were made in Maryland by Mary-
land directors.

The films will show during the
eighth installment of the festival, set
March 7-10, in Ocean City.

“I'm very excited and pleased that
over 40 films screening at this year’s
OC Film Fest are from Maryland
filmmakers,” Jack Gerbes, the direc-
tor of the State of Maryland Film Of-
fice, said in a news release. “I urge
fans of film in the region to come and
see the works of the next wave of tal-
ented Marylanders telling their sto-
ries on the big screen.”

The film festival is an annual pro-
duction of the nonprofit Art League
of Ocean City. The films have not
been rated, and some feature adult
content. Viewer discretion is advised.

Listed below are the 46 Maryland-
produced films, including their origin
and director, and a brief synopsis.
Showtimes and tickets are available
at OCMDFilmFestival.com.

“Get On the Bus!” — Feature-
length film by Justinian Matthew
Dispenza, of Galena, about the James
Taylor Justice Coalition of Chester-
town.

“Mark and Mandy” - Six-
minute short by Jacob Costlow, of
Frederick, about a stellar first date.

“Sugar” — Seven-minute short by
Nathan Shinholt and Adam Willem,
of Baltimore, about a competitive
lemonade salesman.

“Up and Down” — Eight-minute
short by Matt Barry, of Baltimore; a
slapstick comedy.

“Do You Trust Me?” — Six-
minute short by Ronald James, of
Severn, about virtual strangers em-
barking on a date.

“Gianna” — s51-minute film by
Maryland native Brooke Linsalata
about a young Italian-American
tomboy.

“Tying the Knot” — Two-minute
short by Ryan Wilton Zlatniski, of
Berlin, about a string who feels over-
whelmed by his tedious life.

“Jessie” — 19-minute film by
Zach Ruchkin, of Baltimore, about a
teen’s tension with her mother.

“Pain into Passion” 21-
minute film by Brandi Hall, of Sev-
ern, about University of Maryland
lineman Jordan McNair and his
death at 19 after a heat stroke.

“Shark Week” - Six-minute
short by Adria Branson, of Valley Lee,
about a confident high school stu-
dent, her period, and a crucial math
quiz.

“The Echoes We See” — 10-
minute short by Andrés Mejia, of
Halethorpe, about a school lockdown
and not feeling safe.

“The Last Epic Ride” - 11-
minute short by Rick Kain, of Wood-
bine, about a terminally ill man who
goes for one last motorcycle ride.

“What Did You Say?” — Seven-
minute short by Johns Hopkins med-
ical student Oscar Li following two
people and their hearing health jour-
neys.

“Center for the Arts” — 50-
minute film by B.L. Strang-Moya, of
Ocean City, about the founding and
history of the Art League of Ocean
City.

“Squall” - 15-minute film by
Emmi Shockley, of Ocean City, about
an addict’s journey to reconnect with
his younger brother.

“Familiar” — 18-minute film by
Rebecca Mlinek, of Upperco, about a
groundskeeper and a mysterious cat.

“Midnight Oil” — Nine-minute
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Total 105 films set to be shown

short by Trevor Taylor, of Salisbury,
about a detective hunting down a
mysterious killer.

“Ray of Sunshine” — 31-minute
film by Tyler Jennings and Jon Kem-
merer, of Owings Mills, about abused
kids who have had enough.

“Red Yellow Blue” — 19-minute
film by Julia E. Cooke, of Baltimore,
about a girl haunted by her own
demons.

“Homecoming” — 10-minute
short by Alvan Obichie, of Baltimore,
about a high school teacher racing
home to make dinner for his wife.

“I Don’t Know What I Look
Like” — 18-minute film by Rachel
Lotlikar, of Severna Park, an explo-
ration into the mind of the artist.

“Ma’s Kisses” — 10-minute short
by Jimiy Dominique Anthony, of
Hagerstown, about mother and
daughter and their love of cooking.

“Aloha” — Four-minute short by
Eli Michael Copperman, of Balti-
more, a music video about bad bagel
service.

“The Music From My
Dreams” — 10-minute short by
Joshica Kiah, of Upper Marlboro,
about a struggling musician finding
his true voice.

“Baltimore Screen Painting
Folklife Apprenticeship” — Five-
minute short by Wide Angle Youth

Media, of Baltimore, for the Mary-
land State Arts Council about Balti-
more screen painter John Iampieri,
of Wicomico County.

“Heritage Award: Waterfowl
Festival” — Four-minute short by
Wide Angle Youth Media, of Balti-
more, for the Maryland State Arts
Council about the Waterfowl Festival
in Talbot County.

“HBCU Fashion is Every-
thing!” — 34-minute film by Bridgett
Clinton-Scott about college students
studying fashion at a Historically
Black College in Maryland.

“Roots: Maryland’s Nature to
Nurture” — 27-minute film by Fiona
O’Brien, Sebrena Williamson and Zoe
Couloumbis, of Bishopville, exploring
Maryland through dance.

“Intrusive” — Eight-minute short
by Jacob Greene, of Baltimore, about
facing anxiety in preparing to go on a
date.

“Of One’s Own” — 13-minute
film by Jack Calvin Girod, of West-
minster, about an LGBTQ speed dat-
ing event.

“Father’s Day: A Kirk
Franklin Story” — 35-minute film
by Josh Chamberlain, of Berlin,
about a quest to discover his true bi-
ological father.

“The Koda-Chrome (W)Rap-
per” — 24-minute film by Willy Con-

ley, of Hanover, about a deaf
mother bonding with her hear-
ing son.

“Even the Women Must
Fight” — 26-minute film by
Karen Turner, of Upper Marl-
boro, showing rare historical
footage from Northern Viet-
namese combat photographers.

“Swamp Creatures” — 10-
minute short by David and Tara
Gladden, of Salisbury, about
kitchen magnets coming to life
to battle for the soul of Amer-
ica.

“A Stupid Grudge” -
Three-minute short by Sayer
Alexander Baca, of Annapolis,
about two friends in an argu-
ment as they make their last
film together.

“Ten from the 2023

Ocean City Film Challenge”
— Ten short films, 103 minutes
in total, produced locally or by
Ocean City locals. Directed by
Jackson Dutton, Brian Kozak,
Fiona O’Brien, Will Rothermel,
Davis Mears, Joe Joyce, Brian Hooks,
Erin Welch, Holden Connor, Marlon
Wallace, Myah Stokes and Christian
Walters.

“Looking Inward” — Black His-
tory & The Arts — 30-minute film by
Justinian Matthew Dispenza, of

POSTER COURTESY ART LEAGUE OF OCEAN CITY

The poster for “Get On the Bus!,” a feature-length film
by Justinian Matthew Dispenza, of Galena, about the
James Taylor Justice Coalition of Chestertown.

Galena, about the Kent Cultural Al-
liance.

More information, including a full
list of all 105 films, along with links to
buy tickets, is available at OCMD-
FilmFestival.com, or by calling 410-
524-9433.

Annual Spring

Gun Bash
The Best Gun Bash on the Shore!

MARCH 2, 2024
S50 Ticket Includes
Your Chance to Win 25 Guns,
1 Gun Safe, 3 Crossbows, 1 UTV
and 6 Cash Prices

All You Can Eat Roast Beef,
Fried Chicken, Hot Dogs,
Hamburgers & More

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Showell Vol. Fire Department
11620 Worcester Hwy.
Showell, MD 21862

410-352-5916

Must be 21 or Older to attend. ID required at door.

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST

We have generations of experience and are
well known for our exceptional dental care.

We want to help you keep that
bright and beautiful smile
every season!

ATLANTIC DENTAL

AtlanticDental.com

12308 OCEAN GATEWAY,
SUITE 6, OCEAN CITY,
MD 21842

— - —
h'ﬁ-—wy‘ﬁ\.

COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY
.H.»JNEIJJ‘M_.&.‘-NJEJM ALIGN
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PHOTOS COURTESY WORCESTER PREPARATORY SCHOOL

WPS RING CEREMONY
Worcester Preparatory School’s annual Junior Ring Ceremony was held on Feb. 8. It is tradition that seniors present the juniors with their class rings along with comments explaining why the recipients
are special to them. (Left) Junior students pose for a group photo with their class sponsor after the ring ceremony. (Right) Senior Lebby Becker and junior Abby Ament pose together with their rings.

Class of '92 alumnus Reid Tingle and his daughter, junior Sydney Tingle, pose : | 3 (Above) Juniors Will Wells, Briar Parsons and Frank Miller proudly
= » display their new class rings. (Left) Senior Dylan McGovern poses

with junior Jack Lynch and his father, Class of '91 alumnus Will Lynch, at the / f
ring ceremony. v— L with his brother, Ben McGovern, after presenting him his ring.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

SUBMITIED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE NEW LIONS

Berlin Lions Club Membership Coordinator Grover Collins rewards Paul Chambers and Jody

SAUSAGE SALE
Berlin Lions Club President Joe Andrews and Treasurer Jack Mumford cook up sandwiches during ~ Palmisamo for recruiting new members. The Lions club is accepting new members. Call 410-641-
1064 for inquiries.

the club’s recent sausage sale.
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PHOTOS COURTESY WORCESTER PREPARATORY SCHOOL

(Left) Worcester Prep Head of Upper School Carol Evans pets therapy dog, Macey, with sophomore Max Carpenter and juniors Nathan Montague and Dillon Scopp during the school’s recent Wellness
@ Worcester event. (Right) Pets on Wheels volunteer Don Ashe shows Worcester