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“We don’t know what has motivated law enforcement to publicly and aggressively defame our school system but I'm here to tell you we can’t stand
for it,” Superintendent of Schools Lou Taylor says at last Friday’s press conference.

FREE

School board
cries foul on
crime charge

Says accusations of being
soft on crime employed
misleading information

By Charlene Sharpe
Associate Editor

(March 7, 2024) In a rebuttal to
charges by local law enforcement of-
ficials that Worcester County Public
Schools are experiencing a surge in
student crime and are doing little
about it, representatives of the school
system said last Friday accusers used
misleading data to make their argu-
ment.

Superintendent of Schools Lou
Taylor and Board of Education Pres-
ident Todd Ferrante also countered
that they have been working on many
of the safety improvements recom-
mended by the state’s attorney and
sheriff’s office, despite their critics’
assertion to the contrary.

Taylor and Ferrante took turns at
the rostrum at their own press con-
ference three days after State’s Attor-

See SCHOOL Page 5

Backlash gets OPA to drop
racquet sport fee package

Combination deal still available,
but single-sport fee reinstituted
after board hears from audience

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(March 77, 2024) The decidedly negative re-
action to a new racquet sports fee package in
Ocean Pines has led association officials to re-
instate the single sports fee membership for
racquet activities and the previously favored
three-sport package.

At a special meeting last Saturday, the OPA
Board of Directors listened as property own-
ers complained that the new program gave

them only one option: to purchase a tennis,
platform tennis, and pickleball combination
package rather than an individual member-
ships.

The board agreed to keep the three-sport
choice and reestablish one-sport options. The
board also voted to increase the yearly rates
by 10% for each sport and 5% for the combo
selection.

Board Vice President Stuart Lakernick dis-
cussed the thought process that led to the one
yearly option, arguing that many individuals
are taking advantage of the center.

“I thought during the budget process that
a one racquet membership made the most

See OPA Page 5
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Tina Vincent (standing) expresses her concerns with a proposed elimination
of the single-racquet sport fee structure in favor of a three-sport combo pack-
age at the Feb. 29 special board meeting in Ocean Pines.
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Ocean Pines eateries will foster community engagement by welcoming residents with deals starting
Friday, March 8 for the neighborhood’s third annual Restaurant Week.

Eight-day Pines Restaurant
Week kicks off this Friday

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(March 7, 2024) For the third year,
Ocean Pines establishments will wel-
come residents with delicious deals
during restaurant week, which kicks
off on Friday, March 8, and extends
through Saturday, March 16.

The Worcester County Chamber of
Commerce in Ocean Pines and ERA
Martin Associates/Shamrock Divi-
sion are hosting the event, which they
hope fosters neighborhood spirit and
stimulates business.

“We want the week to be commu-
nity-centric,” Chamber President
Kerrie Bunting said.

Participating restaurants include
Serpone’s Pizzeria, Don’s Seafood &
Chophouse, Paradise Grill, Oasis Nu-
trition, Ocean Pines Yacht Club and
Golf Clubhouse, Poseidon’s Pub,
Hunan Garden, Plaza Tapatia, Tay-
lor’'s Neighborhood Restaurant,
Southgate Grill, and Playa Bowls.

The event planners have organized
a contest to spur participation. Din-
ers who visit three or more contribut-
ing locations and get their restaurant
week card stamped can be entered
into a raffle to win $300 in gift cards
to Ocean Pines eateries.

The idea was conceived to drive
traffic to local businesses during win-
ter and give them an extra boost be-
fore summer. “This is a blah time of
year, so this will hopefully give
restaurants a little more business,”

Bunting said. “It behooves the restau-
rants to promote that they are partic-
ipating.”

Some places, like Playa Bowls,
which opened in July 2023, are par-
taking for the first time this year. The
new establishment is excited to join
in on the tradition.

According to operations manager
Frank Cortazzo, the summer-themed
spot plans to offer $10 bowls during
the week. “We're excited to get more
involved in the community,” he said.

The establishment, located by
Walmart on Samuel Bowen Boule-
vard, has participated in outreach

See ANNUAL Page 4
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Berlin continues comprehensive plan review

By Charlene Sharpe
Associate Editor

(March 7, 2024) Talk of growth,
the importance of trees and the need
for commercial design guidelines
highlighted a recent comprehensive
plan meeting in Berlin.

The Berlin Planning Commission
met last week to continue the ongoing
review of the municipality's compre-
hensive plan. In addition to its regu-
lar meetings the second Wednesday
of the month, the commission has
been meeting to review the compre-
hensive plan the fourth Wednesday of
each month.

One of the first issues the group
tackled last week was growth. Com-
mission member Ron Cascio said he
felt there was plenty of room for infill
development in Berlin. That type of
development, which would target va-
cant or underutilized properties,
would involve land already within the

town’s corporate limits.

“We want to grow from within,”
Cascio said. “We know we have a
number of areas to do that.”

He said property along the rail-
road tracks, for example, was under-
utilized. He said some of the land
near the tracks was already devel-
oped with tall buildings. In situations
like that, he believes the town should
upzone. If the zoning was changed, a
property could continue to operate
the way it did now but would have
more future development potential,
Cascio said.

Planning Director Dave Engelhart
said the town had upzoned the old
Southern States building that is now
set to become a brewery. He said a
question for the commission though
was how they’d incentivize land own-
ers to further develop a property.

Cascio said their property would
be worth more. He added that infill

development would make the town
more walkable and bikeable.

Another issue discussed was the
need for design guidelines. Engelhart
said the commission was already re-
sponsible for approval of all architec-
tural elements. He said that when the
commission met with Wawa, they’d
made it clear they didn’t like the design
but weren’t able to offer the developer
input on what they’d like changed.

“Nobody wanted to step up to the
plate,” he said.

Engelhart indicated he was sur-
prised by that because the commission
in the past had requested changes of
other franchise establishments. He
referenced the Auto Zone, Arby’s,
Royal Farms and Dollar General.

Cascio said the commission hadn’t
been able to provide input because
the town didn’t have design guide-
lines. Commission member Chris
Denny said if the developer had come

in with a few different options, the
commission would have been able to
select one. Engelhart pointed out the
Wawa had come for site plan ap-
proval, not concept approval.

“There wasn’t that intermediate
step of a concept,” he said. “I want
you to show it to them first so you
don’t waste all your energy and archi-
tect dollars now.”

He added that the town’s special
projects coordinator was expected to
help him develop some commercial
design guidelines. In the meantime,
Wawa developers are expected to re-
turn to the commission March 27
with updated renderings.

The commission in March is also
expected to consider plans for a Mi-
crotel that has been proposed for land
near the intersection of Franklin Av-
enue and Route 113. Engelhart said
that was slated for discussion March

13.

Annual event created to stimulate business

Continued from Page 3

programs since its conception last
year. Playa Bowls offers to “Dine and
Donate,” in which they team up with
a fundraising organization, post their

flyer, and members, who are strongly
encouraged to mention the location
on their social media, have from 8
a.m. to 9 p.m. on the designated dates
to stop by. The eatery gives 10% of its
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total sales to the group’s efforts. For
Cortazzo, Ocean Pines Restaurant
Week is a similar and exciting way to
stay involved.

Oasis Nutrition also has planned
specials during the week. Health
coach and owner Diana Sabia in-
formed that starting Friday, March 8,
and going through Saturday, March
16, they will offer a happy hour from
11 a.m. to 12 p.m. Customers will get
a dollar off every shake and two dol-
lars off shake and jump juice combos.

The event provides a variety of
cuisines to try. For lunch and dinner
options, the Nicholas Lane-located
Paradise Grill and Pizzeria is offering
a medium pizza with three toppings
for $15.99, a large pizza with 20 fresh
wings for $39.99, and a large pizza

Leaf¢7
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,..-" PROTECTION
y ‘_.\\e,

with three toppings for $18.99.
Other participating venues include
Crabs to Go, Windmill Creek Vine-
yard, and Paul and Vinny’s Pizzeria.
Bunting said the week is always
well received, and almost every
restaurant has found that it helps fos-
ter extra business during a slow sea-
son. She assures that the event is a
fantastic way for patrons and eateries
alike to show community support.
Stamped cards can be picked up at
any participating location and
dropped off at the ERA Martin Office,
along Racetrack Road, no later than
11 a.m. on Monday, March 18. The
drawing is scheduled for the same
day at noon and can be streamed live
on the Worcester County Chamber of
Commerce’s Facebook page.
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OPA board relents, reinstates single-sport fee

Continued from Page 1

sense,” he said. “We are supposed to,
by our governing documents, run
these amenities like a business, and
we are not capturing fees the way we
are supposed to. We have folks pay-
ing for pickleball, then walking over
and playing tennis. We also have peo-
ple jumping the fence and playing for
free.”

Public comments were welcomed
at the assembly, and Ocean Pines
homeowner Tina Vincent expressed
her grievances with the original
budget. She explained that her family
has a pickleball membership, as do a
few of her friends, and they feel un-
comfortable paying for sports in
which they do not participate.

“We do not want to pay a member-
ship fee for sports we do not play,”
she said. “Our family pickleball mem-
bership fee would increase from $295
to $475, and so we ask that you rein-
state the single-sport membership fee
structure as is currently in place.”

Ocean Pines resident and tennis
instructor Darryl Noble echoed Vin-
cent’s sentiments. According to the
homeowner, he and his wife moved
to the community because of the rac-
quet center and the ability to get
three sports, tennis, pickleball, and
platform tennis, in one location.
Noble approved including the three-
sport membership to the individual
options but believes racquet players
should have several choices.

The approved fees were also dis-
cussed at the meeting, and Vincent
urged the board to reconsider the
10% increase for racquet sports. She
said the rate rise presents an equity
issue, as it is higher than the ap-
proved upsurge for other activities.
Swim memberships, for instance,
were raised 3.3%, from $300 to $310
for the year.

Noble articulated his confusion
with the 10% increase as well.

“It was fair to increase all three
sports the same,” the tennis instructor
said. “That was one of the biggest ob-
jections when it came out you were
only increasing pickleball, and the
other sports were not being increased
at all. So now you're increasing them
all equally. But I am not sure where
the 10% came from. I did a little re-
search, and according to the Con-
sumer Price Index, published by the
United States Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, the inflation rate in 2023 was
3.4%, which is a lot different than ten.”

Despite the audience’s opposition,
the board maintained the 10% rate in-
crease. At the Feb. 7 budget town hall
meeting, OPA General Manager John
Viola said the raised fee reflects the
costs of court upkeep, such as filling in
cracks and annual care assessments.
However, the group voted to increase
the multi-sport combo by only 5%.

“It’s great to throw out percent-
ages, but you also have to look at the
actual dollar increase,” Director

Elaine Brady said. “I do feel like some
folks have gotten hung up on percent-
ages. We are looking at it by the ac-
tual dollar amount.”

“The 10% sounds like a lot of
money until you see it’s 20 bucks,”
Lakernick agreed.

At the conclusion of the meeting,
the board voted 6-1 in favor of a re-
vised racquet sports fee structure that
includes a 10% increase for all pickle-

ball, tennis, and platform tennis
yearly memberships and a 5% in-
crease for the multi-sport option.
The pickleball family membership
will increase from $295 to $325, and
the pickleball individual choice will
rise from $180 to $200. The tennis
family option will go from $420 to
$465, and the tennis individual will
surge from $265 to $295. The plat-
form tennis family will be raised to

$325 from $295, and the platform
tennis individual is going from $180
to $200.

The three-sport family option will
increase from $655 to $690, and the
three-sport individual package will be
raised from $420 to $440. The entire
racquet sports center fee structure
can be found on the Ocean Pines As-
sociation website under the Latest
News subheading.

School officials rebut allegations

Continued from Page 1

ney Kris Heiser and Sheriff Matt
Crisafulli showed charts depicting
rising crime rates and videos of fight-
ing in local schools to augment their
charge that the schools have been un-
cooperative in seeking a solution to
the alleged problem.

Both Taylor and Ferrante, how-
ever, said the numbers cited by
Heiser and Crisafulli to show an in-
crease in assaults included the
schools’ reports of referrals for disci-
pline, which can be issued for other
behavior problems besides actual
crimes.

“I was saddened and frankly ap-
palled to see our elected law enforce-
ment leaders choose to manipulate
student referral data and attempt to
say our schools were hotspots for as-
saults,” Taylor said. “Student discipli-
nary referrals are not crimes. To label
referrals as assault rate is an affront
to our schools, our students and our
staff, particularly those staff who lent
their expertise to putting this data to-
gether not knowing it would be ma-
nipulated in such a way.”

Taylor then ticked off items on the
list of local law enforcement’s recom-
mended safety improvements that
listed the schools as having taken no
action, when some of the improve-
ments had already been instituted or
were about to be.

He said officials would not stand
idly by while the reputations of stu-
dents and staff were smeared.
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On the corner, south of the stoplight
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“We don’t know what has moti-
vated law enforcement to publicly
and aggressively defame our school
system but I'm here to tell you we
can’t stand for it,” Taylor said.

A statement released by Heiser
after the school board press confer-
ence said, “Despite their best efforts
to label the Sheriff and State’s Attor-
ney as liars and data-manipulators,
their press conference today con-
firmed the two main points that law
enforcement has been making for
months: (1) that crime in schools is
rising at an unacceptable rate and (2)
that none of law enforcement’s rec-
ommendations to improve school
safety have been implemented by

i Y
Openlng for the Season

March\1 4th
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9am -4pm
Adults $15
Children 16 & Under - Free

Guided Tours Available
Additional $10
Make Reservations Online

DELAWARE
BOTANIC
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To reserve tickets, delawaregardens.org
30220 Piney Neck Road | Dagshoro, DE 19939

Worcester County Public Schools.
“Now that the Board of Education
and Superintendent have publicly ac-
knowledged these two facts, we once
again call on them to take immediate
action on these recommendations to
improve safety in our schools.”

According to Heiser, school system
officials were told for months that law
enforcement would update the public
on safety concerns so they shouldn’t
have been surprised by last week’s
press conference.

Members of the school board and
school administrators said they
learned of the Heiser/Crisafulli press
conference when they were contacted
beforehand by the media.

/// 7 Delaware Botanic Gardens
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Spring Bulb Tour

Fri, March 15th | Thurs, March 28th
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Though not official until the budget is approved this spring, Berlin council members said last week
they wanted employees to get a 2% COLA in addition to a step increase.
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Berlin planning budget with
2% COLA for town staffers

By Charlene Sharpe
Associate Editor

(March 7, 2024) Berlin officials
agreed to include funding for a step
and grade system and a cost-of-living
adjustment in the upcoming budget.

During a presentation regarding
the projected costs associated with
both implementation of the step and
grade system as well as providing a
cost-of-living adjustment (COLA),
council members made it clear that
while revenue figures aren’t in yet,
they’re hoping to provide staff with a
COLA.

“I would prefer a placeholder with
a COLA because a COLA is important
to me,” Councilman Steve Green said.

Last month, elected officials re-
viewed plans for the town’s new step
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and grade system and asked Kelsey
Jensen, the town’s human resources
director, to also look at what it would
cost to provide town staff with a
COLA during the coming fiscal year.
Jenson said at last week’s meeting
that the step and grade system was
expected to cost $204,000 to imple-
ment. She said that implementing
that system with a 2% COLA would
cost $316,000. The system with a 3%
COLA would cost $372,000 and the
system with a 4% COLA would be
$428,000. Jensen said incorporating
one of those figures into budget pro-
jections didn’t mean officials had to
give staff a COLA.

“It would not tie you to anything,”
she said.

Mayor Zack Tyndall said he felt
just the cost of the step and grade sys-
tem should be included in the pro-
posed budget, which will be
developed this spring.

“I think the budget should just re-
flect the step and grade,” Tyndall
said. “The 2, 3, or 4 is something I
think we're going to have to work
through.”

Green said he’d like to see some
sort of COLA included in the pro-
posed fiscal year spending plan. Tyn-
dall pointed out that with the step
and grade system, employees were
getting moved up a step which would
be a 2.5% increase.

“it’s very challenging trying to be
fair to everyone but I'm going to bring
this group to what we said to our staff
last year and what we have said again
this year,” Councilman Dean Burrell
said. “When the budget development
starts, we’re not going to have staff at
the end of this process. We're going
to consider our staff first. I think con-
sidering our staff first means that we
put a number in just like Steve is sug-
gesting to, a number that may be
fluid but we have an idea and staff
has an idea.”

Tyndall said he just didn’t wanted
elected officials to talk about a COLA
and then in the end not provide it.

“People begin to bank on those
things,” he said.

Burrell said if that was the case
then officials needed to work harder
to ensure the COLA was in fact pro-
vided.

“I want this body to be cognizant
of, whatever we put there, I really
don’t want us to take it away,” Tyn-
dall maintained.

He also questioned where officials
would find the revenue to pay for a
COLA. Staff said the town was not an-
ticipating a major change in rev-
enues.

Green said if that was the case
maybe a smaller COLA, such as 2%,
could be worked into the budget.
Councilman Jack Orris said that if
town workers were paying attention

See COUNCIL Page 7
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Unanswered questions with
lost property tax notices

Delegate worried over
major budget impact for
local governments

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(March 7, 2024) Local Maryland
governments face a loss of hundreds
of millions in tax property revenue
for education, law enforcement, and
other local services in the budget
after a printing and mailing vendor
failed to send property assessments
to over 100,000 accounts this year.

According to a statement from the
State Department of Assessments and
Taxation Director Michael Higgs, a
printing process error by the League
for People with Disabilities, the ven-
dor responsible for the property eval-
uations, resulted in 107,000 accounts
not receiving their new projected
home value notice by the Jan. 30
deadline. The recipients can expect
the documents in the coming weeks.

Property tax is a significant source
of revenue for local governments.
One-third of the state’s properties are
reassessed each year and given a new
value. The tax amount owed is ad-
justed based on the revised calcula-
tion, often higher than the prior
analysis. As property values rise,
homeowners pay more in taxes, re-
sulting in more property tax revenue
for governments.

As per current law, owners must
be given time to review the updated
value and appeal it if they disagree
with the estimate. The property value
and the tax remain the same from the
previous assessment if the notice is
sent after the deadline.

Lawmakers believe this mistake
could leave municipal governments

hundreds of millions of dollars short
in funding for school systems and the
police force if the issue is not re-
solved.

“I didn’t get a total number, but it
was in the hundreds of millions of
dollars, not in the tens of millions,”
Senate President Bill Ferguson (D-
Baltimore City) told Maryland Mat-
ters.

Higgs’ statement assured that his
team is working “in partnership with
the General Assembly to draft legis-
lation that will enable a temporary
timeline adjustment to distribute the
reassessment notices.” He also prom-
ised that every homeowner would re-
ceive their valuation and be given the
full 45-day timeframe to review and
appeal.

The Maryland General Assembly is
halfway through its 9o-day session,
and any late-filed bills may face road-
blocks. However, lawmakers could
amend existing bills to account for an
adjusted deadline, such as Sen. Guy
Guzzone’s (D-13) Senate Bill 1027,
which defines “taxpayer” in relation
to property tax appeals, according to
a Maryland Matters report.

“Local governments depend on
property tax revenue the most,” Del.
Wayne Hartman (R-38C) said. “If it
can’t be resolved, it will hurt counties
for three years. We also don’t know
how many of these missed properties
are in Worcester County as opposed
to Wicomico County.”

Hartman said he and many of his
peers have yet to be briefed on the
costly mistake, or if there are any
plans to fix it.

“I found out about this through a
Maryland Matters report,” he said.
“The lack of transparency is concern-
ing.”

Council eyes 2% COLA for now

Continued from Page 6
to the council’s discussions regarding
the pay scale and the COLA, they’d be
aware that it wouldn’t be finalized
until the budget was actually adopted.
He said he’d like to see a 3% COLA
with the step and grade system.

“I think I would rather aim high

and go down,” he said.

In the end, after further discus-
sion, Tyndall said staff would incor-
porate the 2% COLA figures into the
proposed budget as it was being de-
veloped. If approved, town employ-
ees would receive a 4.5% raise in total
— 2.5% from the step and 2% COLA.

NO HIDDEN FEES.
NO HIDDEN ANYTHING.

Plans start at just $20/month.

Consumer Cellular 866-337-1676

@ 2024 Consumer Cellular Ine. Terms and Conditions subject to change,

Public hearing next week
on Berlin’s $3.8M bond

By Charlene Sharpe
Associate Editor

(March 7, 2024) The Town of
Berlin is moving forward with
seeking a bond to fund electric
meter upgrades and a new public
works facility.

The Berlin Town Council held a
first reading last week for an ordi-
nance related to infrastructure
bonds.

“This ordinance will allow the
mayor and council to go to the
bond market,” said David Gaskill,
the town’s attorney.

Last month, Berlin officials
began discussing the possibility of
seeking bond funding to allow the
town to move forward with two
major projects. Staff said there
was a need for AMI electric meter-
ing, as it would be more accurate
and would cut down on the staff
time used to read meters. That
new metering is expected to cost
$1 million.

“They’re down to pen and paper
right now which is not a good way
to be reporting,” Mayor Zack Tyn-

dall said at the time.

Because the town was inter-
ested in the possibility of general
obligation bonds to fund the elec-
tric meters, Tyndall said it made
sense to also include funding for a
new public works facility. The
building the town currently uses
for its public works facility was
meant to be temporary and is lack-
ing heat and air conditioning.

If the town seeks $2.8 million
for a new public works facility, the
total bond would be $3.8 million.
According to staff, the town’s elec-
tric fund could handle the annual
debt associated with its portion of
the proposed bond, which would
be $80,000 to $90,000 a year.
The general fund portion of the
bond tied to the public works facil-
ity would come with an annual
debt of about $185,000.

The town has the opportunity to
participate in a municipal bond is-
suance in April. Now that the bond
ordinance has been introduced, a
public hearing on it is set for
March 11.

Edward Jones
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OPA Board election process gets underway

Important deadlines
announced for candidate
filing, voter eligibility

(March 7, 2024) Members of the
Ocean Pines Elections Committee re-
cently announced dates for the 2024
election process, including filing and
voting deadlines.

The seven-member volunteer
board is the governing body of Ocean
Pines. Terms for elected directors are
three years.

This year, two seats on the board
of directors will be up for election:
those currently held by directors Rick
Farr and member Jeff Heavner.

The deadline to file is by 4 p.m.,
May 10.

“We encourage anyone who is
thinking about running to do their
homework, read up on the Associa-
tion’s governing documents, attend
the regular meetings, and volunteer,”
Elections Committee Chairperson
Tom Piatti said in a news release.
“Volunteers have helped make this

community what it is today, and
there’s no better way to give back than
to serve on our Board of Directors.”
Applications are available at the ad-
ministration building or on the Ocean
Pines website at oceanpines.org/doc-
uments/20124/126321/Candidate%2
ORegistration%20Form.pdf/9esfaft7-
56ca-1cf9-4008-fc4aoda89coa.

Important upcoming election
dates are:

« Filing deadline — by 4 p.m., Fri-
day, May 10

« Eligible Candidate Draw and

Workshop (to determine ballot order
and seating during the candidate
forum) — Friday, June 7

« Voter eligibility deadline — Tues-
day, July 2

« Candidate Forum — TBD

« Ballot deadline — by 4 p.m., Tues-
day, Aug. 6

« Ballots counted and vote totals
announced — Thursday, Aug 8

« Annual Meeting — Saturday, Aug.
10

For questions about the election,
contact elections@oceanpines.org.

Hitchens promoted to

Pines GM Viola says new
position logical, manager
‘has earned’ new post

(March 7, 2024) Ocean Pines As-
sociation General Manager John
Viola recently announced that Aquat-
ics Manager Michelle Hitchens will
be promoted to aquatics director, ef-
fective March 1.

Hitchens has over a decade of ex-
perience in the aquatics department.
She was promoted to aquatics man-
ager in September and reported to

to honor
Jim Mathias

RCESTER
DEMOCRATS

Annual Kennedy King Dinner

April 11, 2024 6:30PM
Worcester Technical High School

Please join us

$100 per person
or
$750 table sponsorship
(limited to 8 people per table)

RSVP is DUE March 29"
Make checks payable and mail to

DCCWC, PO Box 1582, Berlin, Maryland 21811
Questions email lainerad@comcast.net

Senior Executive Of-
fice Manager Linda
Martin.

As a director, she
will report directly to
Viola.

“Michelle has taken
on a leadership role in
the Aquatics Depart-
ment and stepped up accordingly,”
Viola said in a news release. “Credit to
her, and credit to Linda for helping to
develop her skillset as a director.”

Martin mentored Hitchens over
the last five months, helping with

Michelle Hitchens

\|

Authority of the Democratic Central Committee of Worcester County
Cherie McNett, Treasurer

aquatics director role

budget development and financial ac-
counting, among other things.

“Michelle has been a dedicated
Aquatics employee for many years,
and we’re excited to see her take on
this new role,” Martin said in the re-
lease.

Hitchens said she is looking for-
ward to new challenges and new op-
portunities in her expanded role.

"I am very thankful and excited for
everything between the position and
what we are trying to bring to the
Aquatic Department,” she said. “We

want everything to run as smoothly
as possible, so everyone has a fun and
relaxing time at the pools."

Viola said Hitchens stepped up in
September and was looking for more
responsibility, and Ocean Pines had a
need in aquatics.

“Michelle has earned this and, as I
structure the organization to meet the
needs of the coming year, I hope to be
able to make a few more announce-
ments like this down the road,” he
said. “Please join me in wishing
Michelle continued success.”

Commissioners delay radio
system hardware purchase

By Charlene Sharpe
Associate Editor

(March 7, 2024) The Worcester
County Commissioners delayed a de-
cision to buy radio system hardware
until they get more information on
the nearly $2 million proposal.

The commissioners voted unani-
mously on Feb. 20 to table consider-
ation of staff recommendations to
purchase new radio system hardware
from L3Harris.

“I have a lot of questions...,” Com-
missioner Caryn Abbott said. “I think
we’ve spent an enormous amount of
money. They may have been lowest
bidder in 2015 but I think we over-
spent any savings that we have.”

James Hamilton, the county’s
deputy director of emergency serv-
ices, told the commissioners the de-

MARYLAND | DELAWARE | DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

partment was seeking permission to
move forward with a contract with
L3Harris regarding a refresh of IT
hardware components. He said the
generally acceptable life cycle of IT
hardware such as servers, routers and
switches is three to five years. The
county’s equipment is now six years
old. He said the timing of the project
had been closely coordinated with the
Town of Ocean City because the
town’s radio system and the county’s
worked together.

“We've coordinated this project to
remain in line with our tempo the
town’s tempo as well as each budget
cycle,” he said.

He said there had been $2 million
budgeted for the work and it was ex-
pected to cost $1,787,584.

See COUNTY Page 10
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are offering a variety of Easter favorites from 11-4pm.

Please see our website for more details.
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Pines fire department planning fundraisers

Weekly virtual drawings
announced to help with
upcoming expenses

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(March 7, 2024) The Ocean Pines
Volunteer Fire Department is hosting
a new fundraising initiative to collect
profits for significant capital ex-
penses like their Apparatus Replace-
ment Fund and the new South
Station facility.

The Queen of Hearts fundraiser
will generate profits for the OPVFD to
help garner funds for apparatus re-
placement efforts, which include fire
truck, engines and other specialized
equipment, and an upgraded and im-
proved South Station.

The Queen of Hearts fundraiser
kicked off on Feb. 28. According to
OPVFD President Joe Enste, pur-
chasers will select an available spot,
somewhere between one and 54, on
the Queen of Hearts board. A random
number generator will choose a
player as the winner each week via a
Facebook live stream, and that space
will be scratched off to reveal either a
pay card in the form of a Joker or the
Queen of Hearts or a non-pay card. In
the case of the latter, the participant
will receive $25. If the Joker is re-
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The Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire Department is giving residents the chance to win big as it hosts an ongoing fundraiser to garner resources for its Ap-
paratus Replacement Fund and the planned new South Station facility.

vealed, the selected will win $50; if
the Queen of Hearts is shown, the
player will win 60% of the jackpot.
The fire department will receive the
remaining 40%.

The raffle will continue until the
Queen of Hearts is drawn. Each week
that it is not revealed, the pot will roll
over and continue to increase in
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Choptank Electric
Cooperatlve

877-892-0001 * choptankelectric.coop

@ Scan me

value. Participants must buy new
tickets to be eligible for the weekly se-
lections and may purchase as many
as they wish.

The Queen of Hearts campaign is
conducted at fire departments and
non-profits across the country, Enste
said. The idea was presented to the
OPVFD Board of Directors in 2023
and unanimously voted to host it for
the Ocean Pines community.

“Research for the idea has been
going on for more than six months,”
Enste said. “The planning process for
this fundraiser included researching
what and how other non-profits facil-
itate similar games. We’ve also had to
research and launch a new online
platform allowing ticket sales with
custom tickets for each chance.”

Additionally, the fire department

County slowing
radio system buy

Continued from Page 8

Abbott said she had questions
about the proposal, as well as the next
one Hamilton was scheduled to pres-
ent regarding a new transmitter. She
said she wanted to table discussion
until the county got input from state
radio officials. Commissioner Eric
Fiori agreed it was an intricate issue
and said he didn’t think a slight delay
would hurt. Abbott also asked what
would be done with the equipment
being replaced.

Hamilton responded that the ex-
isting servers, network switches and
routers would probably be wiped and
sold on govdeals.com. Staff said any
money generated from those sales
would go back into the general fund.

Hamilton indicated a brief delay in
the approval process would not im-
pact the project schedule.

had to ensure proper paperwork was
filed, and player information could be
collected appropriately, as winners of
$600 or more must pay income tax
on the prize amount.

“Our goal is to have at least 100
participants the first week and
steadily increase the number as more
people in the community learn about
the opportunity to win the jackpot,”
Enste said. The first week’s prize pool
reached $1,000.

The department president said the
OPVFD hosts various fundraising ac-
tivities every year. Last April, they
launched their first cash bingo, which
sold out leading up to the event. The
facility is holding another bingo on
April 18. Tickets can be purchased on
the Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire De-
partment website for $35 in advance
or $45 at the door, provided they are
still available.

OPVEFD raffles off a vehicle yearly
and is still finalizing plans for the
2024 drawing. The department is
also selling 4x8 and 8x8 bricks to
raise money for the construction of
the new South Station building, and
the blocks will be used to erect a
“unique feature at the station,” Enste
said.

The fire department president
urged interested community mem-
bers to secure their tickets for the
Queen of Hearts fundraiser online by
visiting opvfd.com/queen-of-hearts/
and clicking the button that says
“Purchase Today.” Once selected,
buyers will be taken to a different
page where they can complete their
purchase(s).

The $5 “chances” are available
weekly from Wednesday at 9 a.m.
through Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. and
can only be obtained online. Draw-
ings will be live-streamed on Face-
book at 5:30 p.m. every Tuesday, and
winners have 14 days to collect their
prizes.
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OK'd calendar nixes professional half days

School board approves
finalized plan after review
of parental feedback

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(March 8, 2024) The Worcester
County Board of Education announced
the 2024-25 school year calendar,
which removes the controversial
Wednesday half-days previously in-
cluded for teachers' professional devel-
opment.

Carrie Sterrs, the public relations
and special programs coordinator for
Worcester County Public Schools, pre-
sented the finalized calendar to the
board of education at their Feb. 20
open meeting.

The school system gathered feed-
back for the proposed schedules from

Dec. 21, 2023, to Jan. 12, 2024. The
survey garnered 2,092 responses. The
participants were 49.6% parents,
32.8% employees, 11.9% students, and
4.9% from other community mem-
bers. According to the data, the mod-
erately balanced calendar was
preferred instead of the early release
and longer/ frequent

Break.”

Superintendent Lou Taylor’s modi-
fied schedule reflects these changes.
The county must observe Good Friday
and Easter Monday, but they opted to
shift the closure from April 17 to April
23 to provide a longer stretch of days
off.

The upcoming

break options. The

open-ended replies.

“Over 50% of the
open-ended re-
sponses left com-
ments asking for
half-days for profes-
sional development

‘We listen to our parents, so
study also welcomed gy perintendent Taylor decided to
remove those days from the
calendar completely.
Annette Wallace,
Chief Operations and
Academic Officer

school year calendar
also does away with
half-days for profes-
sional development.

“We decided to
remove the Wednes-
day half-days be-
cause parents were
having issues with

to revert to the end

of the week,” Steers said. “Over 25%
asked for elongated breaks during the
school year, particularly Spring

babysitting schedul-
ing,” Taylor said. “When we had Friday
half-days, we watched our staff and
student attendance decline across the

county. For now, we will encourage
our teachers to sign up for after-school
and summer professional develop-
ment.”

Chief Operations and Academic Of-
ficer Annette Wallace said that the pro-
fessional half-days yielded increased
participation among teachers and im-
proved student attendance, unlike
when they were on Fridays. However,
she maintains the board of education
values community feedback.

“We listen to our parents, so Super-
intendent Taylor decided to remove
those days from the calendar com-
pletely,” she said. “It was not best for
the kids to have professional develop-
ment on Fridays because our teachers
and students weren't here. As a trans-
parent organization, we listen to our
families and do what is best for the
kids.”

OP groups

Grants awarded ‘to
allow kids to fulfill their
ambitions and dreams’

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(March 7, 2024) Graduating seniors
from Stephen Decatur High School and
Worcester Preparatory School with a
golf passion could get funding help for
college.

The Ocean Pines Golf Club and the
Ocean Pines Golf Members’ Council in-
tend to award multiple scholarships to
men and women from the class of
2024. Applicants must submit their
materials to their school’s guidance of-
fice no later than April 12. The commit-
tee will announce the recipients in
May.

According to Scholarship Commit-
tee Chairperson Dave McGregor, recre-
ational and competitive golfers, as well
as individuals interested in golf man-

~Atlantic

accepting golf scholarship apps

agement and turf science, are eligible.
While the program typically reserves
the awards for local students, anyone
with a connection to Ocean Pines may
apply, including children who stay with
relatives during the summer.

The council has approximately
$12,000 to allocate as it sees fit. There
are typically six award winners, and the
committee will rank the candidates
based on their list of criteria. The chair-
person expects awardees to receive be-
tween $1,000 and $3,000 each.

The program has given more than
$53,000 to local seniors over the past
seven years but has awarded scholar-
ships for over 16. “We want this grant
to allow kids to fulfill their ambitions
and dreams,” McGregor said.

The Ocean Pines Golf Club and the
Ocean Pines Golf Members’ Council
are confident that by continuing to
sponsor the scholarship, they will pro-
mote higher education and their fa-
vorite sport. McGregor also hopes to

ASSEMBLING & INSTALLING SINCE 2009
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FOR FASTEST SERVICE: We need your address
& contact information and exact brand name,
model #’s and Quantity. Email us a copy
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_ Sasha@AtlanticAssemblers.com
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branch out in the future and encourage
an interest in golf in younger kids, par-
ticularly those who come from an un-
derprivileged background.

The chairperson’s goal is that the
earlier children start practicing their
swing, the more motivated they will be

to join their high school teams or par-
take in the game recreationally.

Students who wish to apply may
download the paperwork from the of-
ficial Ocean Pines Association website.
A commitment to join a university golf
group is not required.
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Elite schools on
list of WPS early
college options

(March 7, 2024) As of early Janu-
ary, Worcester Preparatory School
seniors had received more than 100
offers of admissions to 50 colleges
and universities.

A sampling of the colleges include:
Auburn University, Clemson Univer-
sity, College of Charleston, Drexel
University, Emerson College, Florida
Southern College, Fordham Univer-
sity, Georgetown University, High
Point University, Miami University,
Oxford, Old Dominion University,
Pepperdine University, Quinnipiac
University, Seton Hall University,
Stanford University, Texas A&M Uni-
versity, The University of Alabama,
The University of Tennessee, Univer-
sity of Delaware, University of Geor-
gia, University of Kentucky,
University of Mississippi, University
of South Carolina, University of Ver-
mont, Ursinus College and West Vir-
ginia University.

PHOTO COURTESY WORCESTER PREPARATORY SCHOOL
A group of Worcester Preparatory School seniors celebrate early college acceptances by making
it “snow.” As of early January, students received more than 100 offers of admissions to 50 colleges
and universities.

COLON CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

Copy Central of Ocean Pines is honoring
memory this month
raising awareness for
colon cancer screenings,
collecting change and

raising funds to donate
to the comfort fund.

WE ARE ASKING FOR YOUR HELP
IN OUR FUNDRAISING EFFORTS

Owners of Copy Central, Linda and Michael
Dearing lost their daughter Gina to
colon cancer in 2014. Gina Barnes

was just 37 years old when she was
diagnosed with colon cancer. A wife
and mother of three children she was
too busy to make time for herself even
when she noticed there was a problem.
There is the misconception that colon cancer is thought of
as an older person’s disease. It can attack anyone under 50
years of age. Gina fought her battle with courage and poise
while serving as a role model for others fighting their own
battle. Gina’s Comfort Fund was created in her honor to
provide comfort and resources to individuals fighting the
battle. Every day individuals fight cancer. Many of whom
have families, jobs and life responsibilities regardless of
how the disease and treatments are making them feel
physically and emotionally. The fund helps to alleviate
some of the stress and financial barriers to those brave
individuals battling Colon Cancer. Stop in to Copy Central
Monday-Friday 9 to 5 if you would like to contribute. You
will be entered into a drawing for a 16x20 canvas with a 11065 Cathell Road
$5.00 donation. Ocean Pines, MD 21811

PLEASE GET YOUR SCREENINGS

Coy Central

Hours: Monday-Friday 9em-5¢m
410-208-0641

Ocean Pines’ latest activity
guide now available online

(March 7, 2024) The latest issue of
the Ocean Pines Activity Guide, the
association’s twice-annual listing of
amenity programs and classes, is now
available online.

Physical copies should be mailed
to homeowners within the next few
weeks.

The issue showcases spring and
summer 2024 programs, classes and

other events in Ocean Pines’ recre-
ation and parks, aquatics, and rac-
quet sports amenities. There is also
information on offerings from the
Golf Club, Farmer’s and Artisans
Market, and Ocean Pines food and
beverage operations.

To view the activity guide online,
visit oceanpines.org/web/pages/ac-
tivity-guide.

DONATE YOUR
CAR, TRUCK, RV

Your donation helps provide food, clothing, hope.

LUTHERAN MISSION SOCIETY OF MD

ompassion Plaa.
MINISTRIES

Tax deductible.

MVA licensed #1044

410-228-8437

www. CompassionPlace.org

BaysideOC.com
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HEAR FOR YO

i1 Are you having hearing difficulty and wondering about next
steps? | believe everyone deserves the ability to communicate,

; /
but not everyone knows what to do when listening becomes
challenging. It's why I'm passionate about helping you not

only hear better but also feel informed and empowe

At Chesapeake Hearing Centers, I'm honored to play ar
reconnecting people to their loved ones, their
and so much more. 'm even able to tap into my ow
experience with tinnitus to help others thrive.

I'm HEAR for them — and for you — through this
life-changing journey! W |
— Dr. Rachel Pomycala \ Join us at our

A0, ST ) BETTER HEARING EVENT
| March 11-15

Trade-Up Allowance or New-User Credit
Towards New Bundled Hearing Devices

All trade-ins are accepted regardless of where they were purchased. Good towards the
purchase of an AGX5, 7, or 9 two-device hearing system. Offer cannot be combined with any
other promotional discount.

Expires 3/29/24.

CHESAPEAKE Call todayto schedule
H EARI N G your hearing consultation!

410.202.8627

Salisbury - 1324 Belmont Ave, Ste 202
Ocean Pines - Manklin Station Center
11002 Manklin Meadows Ln

Plus six other convenient locations in Severna Park, Annapolis,

Columbia, North Bethesda, Easton, and Kent Island

HelpYourHearing.com AYP!GY Dr. Rachel Pomycala, Au.D., CCC-A
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PHOTOS COURTESY WORCESTER PREPARATORY SCHOOL

(Left) Members of Worcester Prep’s varsity boys and girls basketball teams, and JV boys basketball team, pose with winter sports awards they recently WO rc e ste r Pre
won. (Right) Members of Worcester Prep’s swim and cheer team pose with their winter sports trophies. p
u
winter sports

Serving Maryland and Delaware award winners
SUSSEX
P

for over 35 years

(March 7, 2024) A number of

3 o z 3 3 7 3 3 4 6 Worcester Prep upper school athletes

- - recently earned winter sports awards
for varsity cheerleading, varsity girls
and boys basketball, junior varsity

Extreme Winter Deal

15% OFF boys basl_<etball and swim team.
Jobs Contracted And Completed ~ From The winners are as follows:
Between Now & March 31
Now Includes Hardscaping . . .
Some exclusions apply. grass VarSIty Cheerleadlng

Expires March 31, 2024 X roots to MVP _ Madﬂyn Nechay

- i Coach’s Award — Avery Roselle
Most Improved Player — Keerat
we have Pandher

tree tops,

all of your

Varsity Girls Basketball
tree and MVP — Esi Mehilli

landscaping Coach’s Award — Sydney Mize

Most Improved Player — Leah Gaito

needs
covered. JV Boys Basketball
| Y 7 . W _ MVP — Paxton Mault
e e D N P Coach’s Award — Michael Hebert

- Most Improved Player — Jackson

! Griffin

: 5
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Swim Team
MVP — Jude Damouni
Coach’s Award — Will Wells
Most Improved Player — Paul
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Ocean Pines Opening Day
Scramble to kickoff season

April 6 tournament
offers prizes for best
men, women golfers

(March 7 2024) Members of the
Ocean Pines Men’s and Ladies golf as-
sociations recently announced they
will be hosting an opening day golf
scramble to kickstart the 2024 golf
season.

The 2024 Ocean Pines Opening
Day Scramble is set to begin with a
shotgun start at 8 a.m. on Saturday,
April 6.

The scramble will feature four-per-
son teams, but golfers can sign up as
individuals or groups of two, three or
four players. Organizers will help fill
empty spots to make up teams.

With the scramble format, each
player contributes to the team’s suc-
cess and participants will enjoy a chal-
lenging yet inclusive game. Women
will tee off from the Charcoal (for-
merly Red) tees, while men will take

Classes Now Forming
Now Taking Transfer Students

+ Cosmetology
+ Master Barbering
* Teacher Training
+ Esthetics DIVO
* Manicuring

ACY

LEG,
POIN | ER

on the course from the Orange (for-
merly Gold) tees. Golfers over 80 may
also opt to play from the Charcoal tees.

Each player’s drive must be used at
least once, adding an extra layer of
strategy and excitement to the game.

A variety of prizes awaits the vic-
tors, including awards for the Best
Overall, Best All-Women Team, and
Best Mixed-Gender Teams.

Lunch will be provided, and a cash
bar will be available for refreshments.

Tournament entry fees are as fol-
lows:

» Ocean Pines Golf Members with
cart package: $35

« Ocean Pines Golf Members with-
out cart package: $50

« All Others: $60

« Lunch for nonplayers: $30

For inquiries or to secure a spot,
contact Dave McGregor at 703-975-
7876 or email
david.b.mcGregor@gmail.com. En-
tries, along with checks, must be sub-
mitted by March 22.

“Queen for a Day”

only § 3 8 }I:

ined
cials.

5 OFF

BASIC FACIAL

DOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSON.

*S OFF

A Single
Microdermabrasion Session
couroN Goop o oNL 1 PEISON.
[ ol otber offers o speciats

5 OFF
ALL Chemical
Texturizing Servi

REDKEN

dermalogica

Worcester Prep’s
all-conference
athletes are
pictured with their
recoghnitions.

PHOTO COURTESY
WORCESTER
PREPARATORY SCHOOL

ARE YOU READY
FOR THE SEASON?
Mihels Plooning & Design Contin
Is Ready For You!

WE ARE YOUR ONE STOP SHOP!

CUSTOM window treatments!

IN STOCK 20 MIL
WATERPROOF Luxury Vinyl Plank!

HUGE SELECTION
of Floor Coverings!

CUSTOM quartz countertops!
CUSTOM kitchen cabinets!
CUSTOM backsplashes!
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MIKE'S PROJECT MANAGERS ARE ﬁT YOUR SERVICE!
[E174iE Mike’s Flooring & Design Center, FENWICK ISLAND DE.

= ﬁ “We Measure Each Job With A Golden Rule”

CALL TODAY
to schedule your FREE Estimate

(2
Hooning & Design Cenlen
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HONESTY, DEPENDABILITY,
PROFESSIONALISM, PRIDE,
QUALITY

All too often business will use words like these
in order to gain the trust of their customers.
We would like to elaborate...

PHILOSOPHY

We believe that strong ethical and moral principals
are essential for the success and growth of any
organization. You will realize this the minute you

walk through our door.

GOAL

Our Goal is to provide you with the personalized
service you deserve at a fair price. We will listen to
your needs and tailor our services to meet them.

INVITATION

Ak &

e w

Ocean Bay Plaza, Fenwick Island, De
1-800-298-9470 - 302-537-1899
mikesflooringanddesigncenter.com

~ If you desire moral and ethical customer service,
o) . coupled with professionalism and quality, we
- HOURS: Monday - Friday 9-5 p p quality,
eos  Saturday 9-4 « Closed Sundays  [UUC O UILIC IS
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Snapshots
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SENIOR BREAKFAST

(Left) Worcester Prep Head of School John McDonald, Alumni Association President Chris Hoen, and Assistant Head of School/Athletic Director Mike Grosso stand ready to serve breakfast to senior
students during a recent celebration of their final 100 days before graduation. (Right) Grosso and McDonald serve breakfast to seniors Caitlin Williams, Koda Bauer, William Mumford and Vanesska
Hall.
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(Left) From left, Worcester Prep seniors Caitlin Williams, lzzy Huber, Elaina Elrick, Madilyn Nechay and Claire Windrow eat breakfast together during the 100-day celebration. (Right) Worcester Prep
Head of Lower School Sara Timmons and several lower school students line up to share thoughtful advice with the seniors as they prepare for college life.

KIWANIS
EVENT

Kiwanis Club of
Greater Ocean
Pines-Ocean City
President Bob
Wolfing poses as
first president
George Washington
in celebration of
Presidents Day
during a club happy
hour on Feb. 22 at
Taylor's Restaurant.
The gathering was
held to celebrate
and seek new
member prospects.

PHOTO COURTESY
DAVID LANDIS SR.

Worcester Preparatory Sefipol $500.00

Five Hundred Doflays and

EXtonMobi|

PHOTO COURTESY WORCESTER PREPARATORY SCHOOL

SCHOOL DONATION

Cato, Inc. recently presented a $500 ExxonMobil Educational Alliance program grant to Worcester
Preparatory School. Pictured, from left with the check, are Cato, Inc. marketing representative
Gordon Abercrombie, Upper School Science Teacher Mike Mariotti, freshman Mia Jaoude, Head of
School John McDonald, freshmen Gabriella Damouni and Ronen Poddar, and Head of Upper School
Carol Evans.
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PHOTOS COURTE.S.Y ART LEAGUE OF OCEAN CITY
FOUR-SQUARE PRINT CREATIONS
Members of Berlin Intermediate’s after-school art club, an outreach program of the Art League of Ocean City, recently made four-square prints from Styrofoam printing plates they cut out of meat trays.
(Left) Aaliyah Manning, Natasha Gonzalez-DeRocher and Meara Emerick pose with their prints. (Right) Nola Gisriel works on a print with Joanne Guilfoil, an artist and educator who runs the art cub.
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PHOTO COURTESY DAVID J. LANDIS SR.

MENTAL HEALTH IN FOCUS
PHOTO COURTESY DONNA GREENWOOD  Farah VanGenderen, a practicing mental health clinician, and
NEW LIONESS WELCOMED Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean City President Bob
From left, Ocean City Lioness Club Gov. Kathy Crockett poses with new member Ruth Scott, sponsor Donna Greenwood, club president  Wolfing pose for a photo at a recent meeting. VanGenderen

Ann Runo, sponsor Roberta Taylor, and new member Joann Warren. Scott, Warren and fellow new member Lois West were recently ~SPoke to club members about the importance of sleep and
inducted into the club. dreams and the healing powers of dreams.
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McMullen named ESIAC golf coach of year

(March 7, 2024) Worcester Preparatory
School officials recently announced that
Varsity Golf Coach Don McMullen was
named the Eastern Shore Independent Ath-
letic Conference, or ESIAC, Fall Sports
Coach of the Year.

According to a news release, McMullen
has guided the golf team for the past seven
years, leading them to win five ESIAC Con-
ference Championships (2018 and 2020-
2023), and placing second in two others
(2017 and 2019). His dedication, expertise,
and strong leadership continue to be instru-
mental to the team’s ongoing success.

“I'm honored with the recognition, and I
share this award with our Assistant Golf
Coach, Jim McKee, who has coached beside
me for the past seven years,” McMullen said
in the release. “This award is due to the
many players who were committed and ded-
icated to playing some very competitive and
outstanding golf on our team. We’re looking
forward to the 2024 Fall Golf season.”

School officials expressed gratitude to
McMullen for his dedication to the golf pro-
gram and ongoing commitment to student-
athletes’ development in the sport.

“Coach McMullen’s dedication, skill and
passion for golf have directly contributed to
our team’s continued success,” Worcester
Preparatory School Athletic Director Mike
Grosso said in the release. “His guidance has
been instrumental in developing student-
athletes who excel both on and off the
course.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Eastern Shore Independent Athletic Conference Fall Sports Coach of the Year Don McMullen (center), accepts the award with members of

this year’s golf team by his side.

WORCESTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

MEDICAL
NUTRITION
THERAPY

PERSONALIZED NUTRITION M.N.T. CAN HELP YOU:
ADVICE FROM A LICENSED e
DIETITIAN NUTRITIONIST (R GET MORE PHYSICALLY ACTIVE

*most major insurance plans accepted

AND MORE!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL:
410-632-1100 EXT. 1113
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County Veterans
Memorial looking

for volunteers

Docents help to educate
students on field trips

(March 7, 2024) The Worcester
County Veterans Memorial at Ocean
Pines is looking for a few good do-
cents to help with educational pro-
grams.

The Veterans Memorial Founda-
tion each year sponsors field trips to
the memorial for all fifth-grade stu-
dents in Worcester County.

Students learn about the history of
the American flag, and how to prop-
erly fold and display it. While touring
the memorial grounds, they learn
about the different branches of the
U.S. Military and a brief history of
U.S. armed conflicts.

“Our educational programs begin
May 10, with a field trip to the memo-
rial from Most Blessed Sacrament
School. It’s the first of many field
trips by fifth grade students in
Worcester County,” Veterans Memo-
rial Foundation President Marie
Gilmore said in a news release. “Be-
fore the month is over, more than
650 students will have been met by
docents and learned the stories of
veterans and their sacrifices for our
freedom.”

FILE PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Docent Mary Adair teaches Worcester Prep fifth
graders the history of the U.S. flag during a fall
field trip to the Worcester County Veterans
Memorial.

Docents who assist with the trips
don’t have to be veterans or teachers
— they just need a desire to engage
students in a fun and interesting way.

“Please consider becoming a do-
cent,” Gilmore said. “It’s a great way
to give back to the community and
help connect local school children to
our wonderful veterans memorial.”

Docent training is scheduled at 3
p-m., April 24, at the memorial. For
more information on volunteering,
call Susan Pantone at 410-430 1040
or Don McMullen at 443-388-2941.

6 Self Serve Bays
5 Minute Wash Time — Only $3

12641 Ocean Gateway * (US RT 50 Westbound) « West Ocean City,MD

Belong at Temple Bat Yam

A Reform Jewish Congregation

JOIN US FOR IN-PERSON SERVICES

FRIDAYS
ONEG AT 6:15PM & SERVICE AT 7PM

Questions? Reach us from 2am-2pm, Tuesday-Friday
at 410-641-4311 or TempleBatYam97@aol.com
11036 Worcester Hwy., Berlin, MD 21811
TempleBatYam-oc.org

Razor Touch-Free Automatic
3 Wash Choices $8-$14

MARCH INTO SPRING

with New, Clean Motor Oil AND a Clean Car!

= $15 Total SAVINGS!

Clip or Photograph this Coupon & Present at J Lube — Exp. 3/31/24 OCBAY10

4
|
|
: SAVE $10/0il Change + $5/Deluxe Car Wash
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Opinion

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

School safety dispute
damages reputations

If the intention of county law enforcement’s press con-
ference last Tuesday was to beat the board of education
into submission with its allegations of school safety mis-
management, it did not work out as planned.

Three days later, public school system officials staged a
forceful countermove that might cause the public to won-
der if this is going to be a best two-out-of-three falls con-
test.

That wrestling metaphor seems apropos now, consider-
ing this dispute between the schools and local law enforce-
ment has become a public spectacle that aims to prove,
finally, who deserves the good guy label and who doesn’t.

Forget everyone’s use of statistics, data, charts and
punch lists, because these seldom resonate with most peo-
ple, who are more likely to be influenced by their impres-
sion of an argument than the argument itself. This, then,
calls on the public to decide the fundamental question of
who’s lying or exaggerating and who isn’t.

Unfortunately, making that distinction is not that easy,
since these attempts to sway the public have done little
more than damage the reputations of both entities to the
extent that the eventual emergence of a clear winner verges
on the impossible.

Warranted or not, the suspicion that something isn’t
right somewhere will affect the public’s perceptions of the
school system, the state’s attorney and the sheriff regard-
less of what they do from now on.

The next time either party finds itself facing a crisis or
is at a crossroads in terms of public opinion, lingering sus-
picion borne of this sorry episode will come into play and
the public will ask, is this for real or is this political the-
ater?

To a public that tends to operate on its own interpreta-
tion of events, this point/counterpoint exchange leaves ob-
servers aware but skeptical, much like Bob Dylan sang back
in the 1960s: “... something is happening here, But ya' don't
know what it is, Do you, Mister Jones?”

Letter
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Why are county commissioners
fighting our schools?

Editor,

(The following letter was addressed to the
Worcester County Commissioners and sent
to this publication for inclusion.)

“You break it, you own it.” And I refer to
Worcester County Public Schools.

The downgrading of WCPS will be your
legacy. For some reason, the County Com-
missioners seek to undermine and under-
fund WCPS two years in a row. Money is not
the problem. The county can well afford to
maintain excellence in our schools. Despite
a 46.1% increase in the value of properties
reassessed in Worcester County, some of the
Commissioners choose not to support their
local communities and to once again give the
minimum amount of funding required by
law. They undermine the school system
through insinuation and complain about
lack of transparency. Where is their trans-
parency and accountability to the public?

We fear that they have forgotten the value
of a public school system. It may be that we
have lived so long with the benefits of public
education we can’t help but take it for
granted. We forget that it lifts us all up. It
teaches us to read, write, speak well, learn to
cooperate, make financial decisions and con-
form to acceptable civilized behavior. And it
unifies us. For what would be the repercus-
sions of underfunded public schools? We
know the answer to that. It would include a
workforce with few skills, low economic
standing, poor health, a lower tax base and
increased crime. We are both blessed and
cursed by the high property values of Ocean
City that allow the county to have the funds
to provide a quality education for our future
work force and citizens. Due to these same
high property values, however, we receive
the least amount of support from the State.

So, do we invest in WCPS in a meaningful
way or pay for the social and economic con-
sequences of underfunded, low quality
schools? It is by fully funding the needs of
the public school system, paying for excel-
lent teachers and keeping class sizes small
that make Worcester County so desirable.

With respect to Maintenance of Effort, it
sounds fairly harmless. Doesn’t it mean that
the schools will be in the same good position
that they were before? We thought so. But
costs increase, such as tuition for dual en-
rollment at Wor-Wic, for energy, and sup-
plies and for funding the steps of teachers.
Thus, MOE means underfunding our

schools. Last year WCPS had to cut pro-
grams and lose teachers. This year, there are
increased costs due to an unfunded mandate
by the state. A second year of MOE would
compound our difficulties. Teacher numbers
will be further reduced, class sizes increased
and summer schools for enrichment and
special-need students would be eliminated
or curtailed. Some commissioners fret over
a summer-school trip to Jolly Roger’s. May
we point out that the tickets are donated and
many students would not otherwise be able
to enjoy an experience that is in their own
community. Can we really not provide the
bus service for such an experience?

Others argue that BOE cuts made last
year to meet MOE were prioritized wrong.
They claim to favor increasing salaries and
keeping small class sizes but if 85% of the
budget is for teachers, bus drivers, custodi-
ans, secretaries, educational assistants, etc.
where else can we make meaningful cuts?
Maintenance of buildings? Heat? (Adminis-
trative staff at the Board has not increased
for years. Payroll has increased by half of a
person in 20 years).

A more important question is why are the
County Commissioners choosing to under-
mine and underfund the school system in a
time when the County has the funds? Please
note that while the portion of the county
budget for WCPS has gone down from
45.53% to 42.72%, the county fund balance
has grown since 2019 from $51M to
$92M. Again, what are the County Commis-
sioner’s priorities? Remember that WCPS
provide both direct and indirect employ-
ment to a large portion of our population
and the success of our schools and their ex-
cellent reputation are a large draw for people
to move here. Why are Chip Bertino, Jim
Bunting, Caryn Abbott, Eric Fiori and BOE
member Kate Addis through innuendo and
half-truths purposely damaging the reputa-
tion of our schools? Since the County is flush
with cash from the rise in property values,
shouldn’t they be encouraging the BOE to
spend that money to improve school safety
and fund special programs and gradually
improve the salaries of teachers to satisfy the
requirements of the new state mandates?

Therefore, I respectfully urge you and the
public to consider the educational, social
and economic consequences on the commu-
nity that would result from underfunding
Worcester County Public Schools unneces-
sarily two years in a row.

Jan Adamchak
Berlin

Have an opinion?

We invite you to share it, but all letters are subject to verification, so please include
your name and phone number. All letters are subject to editing for space and to pro-
tect the author and this newspaper from legal action. Email letters to
editor@baysidegazette.com. For questions, call 410-723-6397.
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An aerial view of the Worcester County Veterans Memorial grounds in Ocean Pines.

Events upcoming at Veterans Memorial Park

(March 7, 2024) The Veterans Me-
morial Foundation and Ocean
City/Berlin Rotary Club are co-spon-
soring the return of “Flags for He-
roes” from May 18 to July 4.

During the installment, a display
of flags will fly in Veterans Memorial

Park along Route 589 to honor he-
roes.

“A ‘hero’ is defined by anyone who
has made a difference in your life.
Living or deceased, veteran, teacher,
doctor, parent, or child,” Veterans
Memorial Foundation President

Marie Gilmore said in a news release.

Individuals and local businesses
can be part of the tribute by sponsor-
ing a flag for $50. The sponsor’s
name and their hero’s name will be
identified on each flag on a medal-
lion. Medallions may be removed at

PHOTO COURTESY WORCESTER COUNTY VETERANS MEMORIAL

any time by the sponsor.

Proceeds from the project will ben-
efit education outreach projects.

The cutoff date to sponsor a flag is
May 11. Forms are available on the
Veterans Memorial Foundation web-

See DEADLINE Page 22

SwimFit Wellness

SwimFit Wellness: (V) A socially active gathering
place for a healthy minded community to have fun,
stay fit and make friends! WELCOME! @

Starting
June 17, 2024

Mon, Wed, Fri
12:30-3:30pm
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~ Every Tuesday & Friday
’ 10am-11am

Drop-ins Welcome!

T

Fitness Center * Kickboxing ¢ Personal Training ¢ Group Fitness
Swim Lessons ¢ Water Aerobics ¢ Pool Parties

11022 Nicholas Lane ¢ Ocean Pines f
443-783-2004

OPEN Mon-Fri 6am-8pm © Sat/Sun 7am-6pm
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WPS senior named national
merit scholarship finalist

(March 7, 2024) Worcester
Preparatory School senior Izzy Huber
is one step closer to earning a na-
tional merit scholarship.

In September, Huber was named a
2024 National Merit Scholarship
Program semifinalist, and this month
she was named a finalist.

A news release said Huber quali-
fied for the accolade through her
2022 PSAT scores. She was among
16,000 students selected as semifi-
nalists, representing less than 1% of
all U.S. high school seniors.

As a finalist, the release said
Huber has an opportunity to compete
one of roughly 7,250 national merit
scholarships worth nearly $28 mil-
lion that will be offered this spring.
About half of the finalists will win
scholarships. Merit scholar designees
are selected on the basis of their
skills, accomplishments and potential
for success in rigorous college stud-
ies.

The National Merit Scholarship
Corporation, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that operates without govern-

ment assistance, was established in
1955 to conduct the annual National
Merit Scholarship Program. Scholar-
ships are underwritten by the corpo-
ration and approximately 340
business organizations and higher
education institutions that share the
corporation’s goals of honoring the
nation’s scholastic champions and
encouraging the pursuit of academic
excellence.

For more information, visit na-
tionalmerit.org.

PHOTO COURTESY WORCESTER PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Worcester Prep senior Izzy Huber, third from left, poses with WPS Director of College Counseling
Vickie Garner, Head of Upper School Carol Evans, and Head of School John McDonald. Huber is a
finalists in the 2024 National Merit Scholarship Program.

Deadline for flag heroes on May 11

Continued from Page 21
site at WoCoVets.org.

The annual Memorial Day cere-
mony also is also set for 11 a..m, May
27, at Veterans Memorial Park.

The event each year draws thou-
sands of people and features music,
demonstrations and public speakers
honoring U.S. Military men and

women who gave their lives in serv-
ice.

“Memorial Day honors all who
made the ultimate sacrifice in service
to our county,” Gilmore said. “This
year’s ceremony, as those before it,
will honor the brave men and women
who served our country and lost their
lives in doing so.”

SGM HAS MULTIPLE SPOTS OPEN FOR THE SEASON!

Weekdays

Starting @ $17 / Hr.

35-40 Hours Per Week

y l':n!":-lk

.50/ Mile Reimbursement
(Must Have Reliable Vehicle)

Weekends

Starting @ $20 / Hr.

15-20 Hours Per Week

SGAL

SHORE GROUNDS MAINTENANGE

SE\L”

OUR 7TH SEASON IN OCMD!

Equal Opportunity Employer

Free Biweekly
Direct Deposit
Free Uniforms

CALL OR TEXT 443-640-7983 To Discuss & Complete Application!

Public parking will be available at
Veterans Memorial Park on Route
589 and Cathell Road in Ocean
Pines. Limited seating will be avail-
able during the Memorial Day cere-
mony and guests are encouraged to
bring chairs.

The ceremony will include a spe-
cial dedication for a new gazebo.

“The Worcester County Veterans
Memorial, along with the Ocean
Pines Association, will be construct-
ing and dedicating a large gazebo in
Veterans Memorial Park. This joint
project will provide the sheltered
space we need for our educational
programs as well as a space for visi-
tors to Veterans Park to enjoy some
shade for a picnic lunch,” Gilmore
said. “We are very excited to see the
finished project, which should be in
place for this year’s educational pro-
grams.”

For more information on the foun-
dation, visit WoCoVets.org or find
Worcester County Veterans Memo-
rial on Facebook.

DAY/TIME

Fri-Mon, 11am-4pm
Sat & Sun, Noon-4pm
Saturday 10am-Noon
Saturday 12:30-2pm
Saturday 2:30-4pm
Sunday 11am-1pm
Saturday 10am-Noon
Sunday 11am-1:30

Saturday Noon-2pm

Saturday 1-3pm

Saturday 10:30am-12:30pm 107 Convention Center Dr. Ocean City

f R OPEN HOUSES  wor- R
ADDRESS STYLE PRICE AGENCY/AGENT
Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside 1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+ Condos, Towns & SF - Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate
Harbor Court, 12801 Memory Lane 3-6BR/3.5-6.5BA Single Family From $849,900 Kathleen M. Clark/Monogram Realty
1 66th Street #101 2BR/2BA Condo $499,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
7704 Coastal Hwy. #102 1BR/1BA Condo $310,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
121 81st St. #706, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA Condo $815,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
38331 Bluebird Lane, Selbyville, DE 2BR/2BA Single Family $379,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
12131 Pimlico Lane, Berlin 3BR/2.5BA Single Family $699,900 Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate
9 127th St. #204, Ocean City 3BR/2BA Condo $445,900 Summer Forbes/Coastal Life Realty Group
69 Burr Hill Drive, Ocean Pines 3BR/2BA Single Family $345,000 Cindy Crockett/Hileman Real Estate
2BR/2BA Condo $469,900  Monica McNamara/Coldwell Banker Realty
11000 Coastal Hwy., #1703 Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $539,900 Monica McNamara/Coldwell Banker Realty
Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular Ocean City Today & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. For all other REALTORS®, there is a weekly charge of $10 per listing. £ [R
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MCBP sponsoring Bay Day
in Ocean Pines on May 19

Free annual event in fifth
year, set from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. at White Horse Park

(March 7, 2024) The fifth install-
ment of Bay Day at White Horse Park
in Ocean Pines is officially set from 10
a.m. to 2 p..m, May 19.

Bay Day is a collaborative, conser-
vation effort of the Maryland Coastal
Bays Program and Ocean Pines Asso-
ciation and aims to help improve the
health of the waterways that shoulder
the residential shores of Ocean Pines.

The free, family-friendly event
caters to all age groups through
hands-on activities, free boat tours,
live music, food trucks, live animal
exhibits and more.

“We are excited to bring Bay Day
back this year for another year,”
Maryland Coastal Bays Education
Coordinator Liz Wist said in a news
release. “Bay Day is a great way for
community members to learn more
about how they can make changes
that, over time, have a strong positive
impact on our Coastal Bays.”

She added that people should feel
welcome to stay all day at the event.

They can learn from environmen-
tal organizations, take a boat tour of
the St. Martin, eat lunch, listen to
music, pick up a native plant, and
participate in various hands-on activ-
ities,” Wist said.

This year’s Bay Day will feature
more than 30 conservation partners,

YOUR
COMMUNITY
ONLINE

oceancitytoday.com
baysideoc.com

including Go Green OC, UMES 4-H
STEM, Chincoteague Bay Field Sta-
tion, Assateague Coastal Trust, and
Protectors of the St. Martin River.
The first 200 attendees will receive a
canvas bag, hand-painted by students
from Worcester County Public
Schools.

The recycling station will also be
back this year. Community members
can bring alkaline batteries, old
phones and more to drop off for recy-
cling. Go Green OC will also collect
compost.

For more information on the com-
post and recycling program, and for
weekly Bay Day updates, visit the
“Bay Day in Ocean Pines” event on
Facebook.

Willow, Fallyn and Quinn Westbrook enjoy making recycled paper out of newspapers at the
Assateague Coastal Trust tent at last year’s Bay Day in Ocean Pines.

FILE PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
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with Art & Craft Fair

Home
Improvements,
Décor‘and More!

Talk to the Pros.
Hundreds of ideas for your
home all under one roof!
Fri. 10-5 ¢ Sat. 10-5

Roland E Powell Convention Genter . 40th Street ¢ Ocean City, MD

events@oceanpromotions.info ® www.oceanpromotions.info

Funeral Services &
Cremation Services

Frankford Chapel
43 Thatcher Street
Frankford, DE

302.732.9000

Long Neck Chapel
32013 Long Neck Road
Millsboro, DE

302.945.9000

Ocean View Chapel
38040 Muddy Neck Road
Ocean View, DE

302.537.2441
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SPECIAL TREATMENT
BY SCOTT HOGAN AND KATIE HALE / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

Katie Hale, of London, is a freelance crossword editor. Her co-constructor, Scott Hogan, is a patent attorney from Midland, Mich. This is
their second Sunday collaboration for The Times. This puzzle's genesis is owed to Scott’s wife, Edith, a podiatrist who came ome one day
with the joke you see at 120-Across.

ACROSS

1 Favors

5 Slathered in sauce,
in restaurant-speak

8 Letters on security
camera footage

12 Big flings

18 “Pet” you wouldn't
take
to the vet

19 Cosecant’s reciprocal

20 Cookie with its name
on it

21 One of four on a
diamond

22 [ visited the
cardiologist,
who ...

25 Bull-headed?

26 Club assistant

27 Apt letters that
complete this word:
P_RPO____

28 Nailed

30 Partner of Hoda
on “Today™

31 I visited the
dermatologist, who

35 “The greatest as
well as the most
elegant of Roman
philosophers,” per
Voltaire

38 Rob in Hollywood

39 Fashion something
fashionable, maybe

40 Uninspired

41 Revealing word

45 Like a money-back
guarantee

Online subscriptions: Today's
puzzle and more

than 4,000 past puzzles,
nytimes.com/crosswords

($39.95 a year).

47 I visited a dentist and
nowlI ...

51 Otis of elevator fame

55 Set forth

56 Prattle

97 Sorry ass?

61 Equivalent of 32,000
ounces

62 Pinches

64 Scenario before a two-
run home run, say

65 Lived (in)

67 Alternative to foil or
saber

G9 1 visited the
anesthesiologist and
now I've...

73 Bitter brews

74 Gets in shape?

76 Home of the 123-story
Lotte World Tower

77 Natural decorations
on some bookshelves

79 Pique

80 Hunt

82 Lovelace of early
computer
programming

84 California wine valley

87 One with a landlord

89 [ visited a sleep
specialist, who ...

92 Double-wide, as a
garage

96 Professional who
works
alot

97 Skin

98 Soul seller

100 Change paositions, as
in volleyball

102 Takes the blame for

105 I visited the
radiologist,
who...

110 Rude ... or, without
its first two letters,
rude person
beer
(nonaleoholic
beverage)
112 MSNBC competitor
113 Slowly cook, in a way
118 Prenatal tests, in
brief
120 I visited the
pod:atrm and now

111

123 (,aJI
124 Filled, folded food

125 Female French
friend

126 0, in hangman

127 Meager

128 Part of most musical
notes

129 Cribbage marker

130 Mathematician
Noether

DOWN

1 Rock band with a slash
(but not Slash)

2 Like much of Iran

3 Sue Monk ____, author
of “The Secret Life
of Bees”

4 Castle material, maybe
5 GameCube successor
6 Result

7 Actress Thompson
of “Creed”

8 It's totally corny

9 Step in origami

10 Educational forum
11 Gave a thumbs-down
12 “Whaddya mean?"
13 Kind of keyboard

14 Setting for some post-
run refreshments?

15 ____ Barbarino, John
Travolta's role on
“Welcome Back,
Kotter™

16 Heretofore

17 Car that Brits call a
“saloon”

19 Mascara mishap

23 Proctor’s
pronouncement

24 Lingus

29 The “Do" in “Do-Re-
Mi”

32 Went under

33 Asia’s disappearing
___Sea

34 Old yeller?

35 Bamboozles

36 Having two equal
sides

37 Behaved like the lion
in0z

40 Caribbean musical
genre

42 Long quest

43 Roth ____

44 It’s involved in
kissing
and telling

46 Wheelless vehicle

48 Hint to the number
of ingredients in
Triscuits

49 Web-page code

50 Allowed to be
borrowed

52 Puts the pedal to the
metal

53 Spanish salutation

54 They might come out
of the woodwork

58 U.S. fair-hiring inits.
59 “We doin’ this?"”

60 Eleven, in El Salvador
63 It might be a stretch

64 Olive of
“Popeye”

81 Corp. shuffle

66 Pack of dogs?

67 Man’s name that
becomes a distance
if you move
the first letter to the
end

68 Sponge feature

82 Max, singer of
the 2018 hit “Sweet
but Psycha™

83 Neighbor of Md.

85 Non-stereo

86 Button on social

70 Ridiculously madla
7B , t" 88 Leo, for one
ean variety 90 Swear

72 Have over ;
A 91 Do some engraving

75 Erupt 93 “SportsCenter”
78 [Forehead palm anchor Linda
smack] 94 Swears

95 Knocking
onomatopoeia

98 Like a comeuppance,
perhaps

99 “Lemme, lemme!”

101 Ancient Greek area
north of Thessaly

103 Color-blending
technique

104 Title for a French
priest

105 Lasting bad
memories,
s0 to speak

106 Got tagged

107 Anxiety condition,
for short

108 Open, as a
toothpaste tube

109 Garden statuette
114 Long

115 Express-lane unit
116 Quilter’s line

117 Current event?

119 Vs, (Mad
strip)

121 Paul ou Paulette

122 Fix

WE PAY CASH!

For Like New & Used Gars & Trucks

PREVIOUSLY OWNED
VEHICLES for SALE

RACETRACK AUTO SALES

410-352-5070
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Fill in the blank spaces in
the grid so that every vertical
column, every horizontal row
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16
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the numbers 1 through 9, with-
out repeating any. There is re-
ally only one solution to each
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Safe boating course slated

(March 7, 2024) The next Mary-
land Safe Boating Course is set from
6-9 p.m., March 19-21, at the Ocean
Pines Library.

Certified instructors from the
Ocean City Coast Guard Auxiliary will
be offering the comprehensive class,
which is required of anyone born
after July 1, 1972, to posses a Mary-
land Basic Boating Safety Certificate
to operate a boat in the state. All the
required material is covered during
the course, along with information on
Those who attend the class and pass
the test will receive a Maryland Boat-

ing Certificate which is National As-
sociation of State Boating Law Ad-
ministrators-approved and valid in
all states.

A fee of $20.00 covers the cost of
the course and materials.

Checks should be made payable to:
“ USGCAUX 12-05“ and mailed to:
USCGAUX 12-05, PO Box 1682,
Berlin, MD 21811. Payment through
PayPAL is also accepted.

For more information, or to regis-
ter, contact Barry Cohen at 410-935-
4807 or email
CGAUXOC@Gmail.com

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Members of the U.S. Coast Guard guide a boat into a dock on the bay.

Golf tourney sponsors, participants sought

Ocean City Ravens Roost
hosting scholarship event,
needs community donors

(March 77, 2024) Organizers of this
year’s Ocean City Ravens Roost #44
scholarship golf tournament are look-
ing for players and sponsors.

Set May 31 at the Ocean Pines Golf
Club, a Robert Trent Jones-designed
course, the event raises money annu-
ally for college scholarships for stu-
dents at three local high schools:
Indian River, Stephen Decatur, and
Worcester Preparatory School.

Event committee member Don
McMullen said in a news release that
scholarship funding this year would
at least match the 2023 totals, which
tied a record donation by the non-
profit.

“Due to successful fundraising by
our members and the continued sup-
port by our local business commu-
nity, Ravens Roost #44 is proud to
announce that we will award a mini-
mum of $15,000 to our local students
graduating in 2024,” he said. “This
will take our total awards to
$258,900 to local students since the
inception of our grant giving.”

He added that the organizers wel-
come participation in the event as
Golders and tee sign sponsors.

“Merchandise and gift certificates
for our silent auction are also needed
for this event,” McMullen said.
“Please inquire to a Ravens Roost
#44 golf committee member if your
business would like to become either
a Signature or Major Sponsor. These
types of sponsorships help under-
write the cost of the banquet or mer-

SR aAEASATRBAD IS
Looking for a new home?

— —
— —

—
—
—n —
- —

online at Oceancitytoday.com

chandise given to participating
golfers.

The Ocean City Ravens Roost #44,
Inc. is a nonprofit organization.

The following sponsorship levels
are available:

« Signature Sponsor: $2,000 — In-
cludes two team entries, four tee
signs, recognition at the tournament
banquet, and business recognition on
the tournament banner. Signature
Sponsors without team entries will

cost $1,400.

« Major Sponsor: $1,000 — In-
cludes a team entry, two tee signs,
recognition at the tournament ban-
quet, and business recognition on the
tournament banner. Major Sponsors
without team entries will cost $700.

« Tee Sign Sponsor: $100

For more information, contact Mc-
Mullen at 443-388-2941, Gary Miller
at 443-618-9972, Bob Rose 410-926-
2558, or Anita Satterfield at 443-743-

6359.

To download sponsorship and reg-
istration forms, visit
oceanpines.org/documents/20124/9
2950/tee+sponsors+and-+reg+forms
+2024.pdf/93beo712-42ab-c50a-
f c 3 6 -
8d28e3332a1d?t=1709671059448.

For more information about tour-
naments and other events at the
Ocean Pines Golf Club, visit ocean-
pinesgolf.org.

Simple, trusted,
affordable cremations

Cremation packages starting at $1,595.

We accept pre-arrangements
. from other funeral homes.

| — . ———
| e — ——

[ ——

Eastern Shore Cremation [ &40
And Funeral Service

A Division of Holloway Funeral Home

504 Franklin Ave, Berlin, MD 21811

—
e ——

L Ly -
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B R

scan this code with your phone to learn more

| www.easternshorecremation.com
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Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com
by 5 p.m. Monday. All community-related activities will be

published at no charge.

Thurs., March 7

8TH ANNUAL OCEAN CITY FILM FESTIVAL
The 4-day festival will screen 100 inde-
pendent films and offer socializing with
the filmmakers. Held throughout Ocean
City and surrounding areas. Tickets and
information:
https://ocmdfilmfestival.com.

CPAP MASK FITTING

Atlantic General Hospital’s Sleep Disor-
ders Diagnostic Center, 9733 Healthway
Drive, Berlin. Free mask fitting clinic for
patients who are having trouble adjusting
to their CPAP equipment. Appointments
required: Robin Rohlfing, 410-641-9726.

FINANCIAL LITERACY: BUSINESS &
STRATEGIC PLANNING W/SBDC

Berlin Maryland Welcome Center, 14 S.
Main St., 8 a.m. Breakfast and coffee pro-
vided. Free.
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/fls-
2024-2945089?utm-
campaign=social&amp;utm-content=cre
atorshare&amp;utm-medium=discov-
ery&amp;utm-
term=odclsxcollection&amp;utm-source
=cp&amp;aff=esch.

STORY TIME: ST. PATRICK’S DAY

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m.
The group will be creating some lucky
charms bracelets. For ages 2-5 years.
410-208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org

BOOK DISCUSSION: ‘THE ONLY WOMAN IN
THE ROOM’ BY MARIE BENEDICT
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 301 Market St., 2 p.m. Copies of
the book area available at the Pocomoke
library circulation desk. 410-957-0878,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

REMEMBER WHEN ADULT STORY TIME
Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. Come
and share your own travel stories and
memories. Feel free to bring pictures and
souvenirs to share. 410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

ST. PATRICK’S DAY TRIVIA

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4 p.m.
Test your knowledge. 410-524-1818,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

GROWING UP WILD: SPIDER WEB
WONDERS

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 4 p.m.
Learn about spiders and spiderwebs
through a variety of activities. For ages 6-

11 years. 410-632-3495

ZUMBA

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Join Zumba instructor Joyce Landsman
for an hour of movement. These classes
uplift and improve mood. Registration
required: 410-641-0650. www.worcester-
library.org

STORY TIME ‘A GOOD DAY FOR A HAT’
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages
2-5 years. 410-632-3495, WWW.WOrces-
terlibrary.org

CHESS CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Looking for a quiet place to meet
new friends and play some chess? Bring
your boards and join the game. 410-524-
1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org

SHIPWRECK AUTHOR TALK

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m.
Michael Dougherty discusses his book,
“The Wreck of the Faithful Steward on
Delaware’s False Cape.” An objective
retelling of a ship that was lost just north
of Fenwick Island in 1785. 410-208-4014

TAXATION BOOT CAMP: MANAGING TAXES
IN RETIREMENT

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 5 p.m. Learn
how to minimize taxes in retirement, take
distributions from your assets in a tax ef-
ficient manner and other advanced tax
strategies to avoid paying more than you
need to. 410-208-4014

WSW 22ND ANNUAL PINK RIBBON BINGO
Willards Lions Community Center,
Hearn Street, 4:30-9:30 p.m. Tickets
$35. Doors open at 4:30 p.m., games
start at 6:00 p.m. Cost of Tickets: $35 in
advance: $40 day of. Tickets: 410-548-
7880, https://womensupporting-
women.harnessgiving.org/events/1271.

POETRY WORKSHOP WITH SISTA BIG
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 301 Market St., 5 p.m. Join Shar-
nell Tull (aka Sista Big) as she shares
about the poetry creation process. Begin
working on a poem of your own and con-
sider sharing at the Open Mic Night. 410-
957-0878

Fri., March 8

8TH ANNUAL OCEAN CITY FILM FESTIVAL
The 4-day festival will screen 100 inde-
pendent films and offer socializing with
the filmmakers. Held throughout Ocean
City and surrounding areas. Tickets and
information:
https://ocmdfilmfestival.com.

YOUTH IMPACT SUMMIT 2024

Golden Sands Ocean Resort, 10900
Coastal Highway, Ocean City. Held
March 8-10. Youth advocates, industry
professionals and change-makers con-
verge for this conference. Reservations:
www.villagebuilders2024.com/ and
EventBrite.

BABY TIME

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. Sto-
ries, rhymes and finger plays. For ages o-
2 years and their caregivers.
410-641-0650

MAHJONG CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Fun morning of playing tile
Mabhjong. Feel free to bring your own tile
set. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

HOMESCHOOL HANGOUT

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 11 a.m.
Join in for STEAM activities and socialize
with other homeschool families. 410-
632-3495, www.worcesterlibrary.org

DOCUMENTARY ABOUT INLET VIEW CAMP-
GROUND AT OCEAN CITY FILM FESTIVAL
Princess Royale Oceanfront Resort, 9110
Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 12-2 p.m.
Tickets $35. Documentary about the last
summer of Inlet View Campground at
Ocean City Film Festival. 917-693-0171

HOMESCHOOL CAFE

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1:30 p.m.
Enjoy activities and refreshments and see
what’s brewing. For families. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org

FREE ENTREPRENEUR TRAINING FOR
VETERANS

Lower Shore American Job Center, 31901
Tri-County Way, Salisbury, 6 p.m. This
mandatory Orientation Session is a vital
step in the application process for the
Project Opportunity Spring 2024 pro-
gram, held March 12-May 14. www.pro-
ject-

BEACH SINGLE 55 PLUS MEET AND GREET
Thursdays - Harpoon Hanna’s, 30064
Harpoon Road, Fenwick Island, DE, 4-6
p-m. 302-436-9577, BeachSingles.org.op-
portunity.com/class/registration

BOOK DISCUSSION: ‘JUST AS | AM’ BY
CICELY TYSON AND MICHELLE BURFORD
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m.
Copies of the book are available at the
Ocean Pines circulation desk. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org

‘REFLECTIONS’ JURIED SHOW AWARDS
AND RECEPTION

Worcester County Arts Council, 6 Jeffer-
son St., Berlin, 4-6 p.m. View the 22
pieces of artwork completed by 16 local
artists while enjoying complimentary re-
freshments. Awards presentation at 5

p-m. https://www.worcestercount-
yartscouncil.org

MARYLAND CRAB CAKE DINNER
Stevenson United Methodist Church, 123
N. Main St., Berlin, 4-6 p.m. Cost is $14
for a one-crab cake sandwich platter, $24
for two-crab cake sandwich platter and
$10 for crab cake sandwich only. Platters
include green beans, baked potato and
cole slaw. Bake table too.

Sat., March 9

8TH ANNUAL OCEAN CITY FILM FESTIVAL
The 4-day festival will screen 100 inde-
pendent films and offer socializing with
the filmmakers. Held throughout Ocean
City and surrounding areas. Tickets and
information:
https://ocmdfilmfestival.com.

INDOOR FLEA MARKET & BREAKFAST
Bethany United Methodist Church, 8648
Stephen Decatur Highway, Berlin, 8
a.m.-noon. Breakfast items of sale. 410-
641-2186, bethany21811@gmail.com

OCEAN PINES ANGLERS CLUB MEETING
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 9:30 a.m.
Speaker will be Coast Keeper Taylor
Swanson who will update local projects.
Also new Pines Point Marina Store own-
ers and members fishing tournament and
charter trips updates. All welcome. 410-
641-7662

BRUNCHY BOOK CLUB

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 11 a.m.
March’s theme is “Stranger Than Fic-
tion.” Light refreshments and casual dis-
cussion. 410-632-3495,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

JOHN WATERS LIVE! WITH ‘HAIRSPRAY’
MOVIE

Ocean City Performing Arts Center -
Roland E. Powell Convention Center,
4001 Coastal Highway, 8 p.m. Tickets
cost $59-$129. VIP with John Waters
“Group Therapy” is $229. Tickets:
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/8060790
5/john-waters-live-hairspraymovie-
ocean-city-oc-performing-arts-center.

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET

Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239
Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Shop for
everything from fresh local produce to
unique handmade artisan goods. Open to
the public.

Sun., March 10

8TH ANNUAL OCEAN CITY FILM FESTIVAL
The 4-day festival will screen 100 inde-
pendent films and offer socializing with
the filmmakers. Held throughout Ocean
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City and surrounding areas. Tickets and
information:
https://ocmdfilmfestival.com.

ter, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
All ladies who love to sing invited. Mary,
410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-7062.

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10
a.m. Www.jw.org

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS

Mondays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road,
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100

Mon., March 11

‘IRISH’ YOU LUCK SCAVENGER HUNT
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 301 Market St., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Use the clues to find answers to the Irish
trivia questions. For ages 10 years and
older. 410-957-0878, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

Tues., March 12

‘IRISH’ YOU LUCK SCAVENGER HUNT
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 301 Market St., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Use the clues to find answers to the Irish
trivia questions. For ages 10 years and
older. 410-957-0878, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

LITTLE LEARNERS WITH THE OCEAN CITY
POLICE DEPARTMENT’S K9 AND MOUNTED
UNIT

Ocean City Life-Saving Museum, 813 S.
Atlantic Ave., 10:30-11:30 a.m. Ocean
City Police K9 and mounted units along
with story time and a craft. For ages 0-5
years but all are welcome. This program
is free with free parking in the Inlet park-
ing lot. www.ocmuseum.org, 410-289-
4991

STORY TIME: ST. PATRICK’S DAY

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For ages o-
5 years. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

WRITING FOR WELLNESS

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1:30 p.m.
Writing about stressful experiences like
illness may boost health and psychologi-
cal well-being. Group uses exercises to
stimulate creative expression. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org

TRUE CRIME BOOK CLUB: ‘SAVAGE
APPETITES’ BY RACHEL MONROE
Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m.
Join in for an afternoon of true crime.
410-524-1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org

T.0.PS. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169

Atlantic General Hospital, Conference
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 5-
6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is a
weekly support and educational group
promoting weight loss and living a
healthy lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-641-
0157

DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP

TidalHealth Avery W. Hall Education
Center - auditorium, 100 E. Carroll St.,
Salisbury, 6-7 p.m. Himani Pulivarthi,
MD, of Peninsula Nephrology Associates,
will discuss the impact of diabetes on kid-
ney health and prevention of kidney dis-
ease. Free and open to the public.
410-543-7061

DELMARVA WOMEN'’S A CAPELLA CHORUS
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community Cen-

CLAY ‘N’ PLAY

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 301 Market St., 10:30 a.m.
Sculpt, squish, roll and stamp using the
clay and tools. For ages 0-5 years. 410-
957-0878, www.worcesterlibrary.org

MUSIC AND MOVEMENT

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m.
Clap, sing and move to the beat. For ages
2-5 years. 410-641-0650, Www.worces-
terlibrary.org

0C KNITTING GROUP

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet? Bring
whatever project you happen to be work-
ing on. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

TIDES & VINE BOOK CLUB: ‘WHAT MIGHT
HAVE BEEN’ BY HOLLY MILLER

Tides & Vine, 106 W. Green St., Snow
Hill, 6 p.m. Join in for an evening of
books and wine. Stop by the Snow Hill li-
brary to pick up your book. Must be 21
years of age. 410-632-3495, Www.worces-
terlibrary.org

Wed., March 13

BARIATRIC SUPPORT GROUP

Takes place the first and second Wednes-
day of each month. For non-surgical pa-
tients. Atlantic General Bariatric Center,
410-641-9568

CHRISTIAN CONVERSATIONS

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, 6 p.m. Held Tuesday
Feb. 20-March 26. A free moderated
group discussion based on the works of
C.S. Lewis. Everyone is welcome. Explore
a great opportunity for Lenten reflection.
410-641-7052

ATLANTIC COAST SPORTFISHING
ASSOCIATION MEETING

American Legion Synepuxent Post 166,
2308 Philadelphia Ave., Ocean City, 7
p-m. Guest speaker will be Scott Lenox
of “Fish in O.C.” magazine and TV.
Topic will be “Spring Flounder Fish-
ing.” Food and refreshments available
at 6:15 p.m. The public is cordially in-
vited.

BEACH HEROES-0C

Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round.
Trash bags, grippers and gloves provided.
Check the Facebook page “Beach Heroes-
OC” for weekly meeting locations. All are
welcome.

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7
p-m. www.jw.org

GENEALOGY 101

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 11 a.m.
Learn how to compile your family history
and get tips on finding good sources. In-
dividual help is not offered at this pro-
gram, but appointments are avaialble for
one-on-one assistance. 410-632-3495

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT GROUP

Atlantic General Neurology, 314 Franklin
Ave., Berlin, 3:15-4 p.m. Group provides
discussions and mutual support, along
with education on exercise, nutrition,
coping techniques, medications and de-
velopments in treatment. Kay Kinnikin,
410-641-4765

GROWING UP WILD: SPIDER WEB
WONDERS

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4 p.m. Learn
about spiders and spiderwebs through a
variety of activities. For ages 6-11 years.
410-641-0650

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY

Tuesdays - Worcester County Health De-
partment, 9730 Healthway Drive, Berlin,
3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly support
and education group promoting weight
loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-289-
4725

0C KNITTING CLUB

Tuesdays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m.

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE

Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and oth-
ers interested in watching or learning
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info:
TangobytheBeach.com.

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS

Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with
optional light weights.
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com

‘IRISH’ YOU LUCK SCAVENGER HUNT
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 301 Market St., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Use the clues to find answers to the Irish
trivia questions. For ages 10 years and
older. 410-957-0878, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

MUSIC AND MOVEMENT

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Join in for a silly morning full of
movement and music themed stories,
songs and interactive activities to get
everyone moving. For ages 0-5 years.
410-524-1818,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

ST. PATRICK’S DAY STEM

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1 p.m. Can
you create a trap so clever that a lep-
rechaun couldn’t escape? Drop in for this
STEM challenge. For ages 6-11 years.
410-208-4014,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

ADULT CRAFT: BOOK PAGE WREATH
Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m.
Take a leaf out of the library’s old books
and create a beautiful wreath. Limit 30.
First come, first serve. 410-524-1818,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

VINTAGE SEED PACKET PAPIER MACHE
BOXES

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. These
decorative boxes make great gifts. The
box tops will be decorated with vintage
seed packet covers. Limit 12. Registration
required: 410-641-0650. www.worcester-
library.org

D&D GAME NIGHT

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5 p.m.
D&D game for adults and teens. Limit 15.
Registration required: 410-632-3495.
www.worcesterlibrary.org

FREE SQUARE DANCE LESSONS

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, 7-8:30 p.m. Pine Step-
pers Square Dance Club welcome singles
and couples. barbcroos@gmail.com,
908-2209-8799, 302-222-4448

SONG CELEBRATION

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 6 p.m. Bring a
song and share it with other players and
writers. Originals encouraged. Listeners
welcome. Hosted by Mikel Campbell.
410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS
GROUP

Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral, 11021
Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m. Use the
weight loss program/app/plan of your
choice. Free and open to everyone. 410-
641-4882, www.htcanglican.org/activi-
ties.

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, Assateague Room, 239 Ocean
Parkway, 8 a.m. Doors open at 7:30 a.m.
Third Wednesday meetings are offsite
and will be updated monthly on the web-
site and Facebook. Guests are welcome.
www.kiwanisofopoc.org
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Full-Time Office Person
Local Family-Owned Business is looking for a Full-Time
Office Person. Applicant should be computer savvy, have
good phone skills, punctual, and willing to work in a small
busy office environment. Applicants should email resume to
office@fireprotectiveservices.com.

CONSTRUCTION COMPARNTY, INGC
COMPLETE EXTERIOR RENOVATION EXPERTS

Currently Hiring Manpower For:

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics
Concrete Work

o Experience preferred.
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license
are a plus.
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits
package available.
Please Apply Online:
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

@ouumw
DONUTS

NOW HIRING!

Production Crew
for our WOC kitchen facility

m

HIRING: General Manager,
Marketing Assistant, Line
Cooks, Sous Chefs, Audio/
Video Techs, Maintenance

Staff, Painters, Carpenter,
Plumber, Receivers,

Liquor Store Attendant Upto $2_0/ hr. .
Apply in person or online at Apply online at:
seacrets.com www.delmarvadd.com

Seeking Housekeeper F/T,
YR. Seatime Condominiums,
135th St. Apply in person.
410-250-2262

Smal Engine Mechanic
Year-round.
Competitive Wages.
443-754-1047

CARPENTERS & CARPENTERS HELPERS

Must have
Tools, Transportation, Drivers License

Experience Preferred

PATTERSON & SONS BUILDERS
rhp510@aol.com
410-641-9530

Now Hiring Year-Round SEASONAL
GM Position “  POSITIONS
Great starting salary, paid "
vacation. Must have « Night Watch
restaurant experience. « General Clerical
Apply in person at ;
The Greene Turtle West Apply online:
OC on Route 611. DelawareStateJobs.com

OFFICE MANAGER/SALES

Are you a team player? Someone who follows through?
Need a chance to make your mark, and make a difference?
We are looking to add a talented person to our
high-energy team.

Candidates should have a customer-service background,
and be extremely detail-oriented. This is a chance to shine
with your multi-tasking tools, and to build and maintain a
customer base. You must be proficient in Microsoft Office,
have strong communication skills and a terrific work ethic.

This is your golden opportunity to join a winning team.

E-mail resume with OFFICE MANAGER in the subject line to:
AdSales@coastalpoint.com

Coastal P=int

il

LN
Cagtle Sand

Coconuts and
The Beach House Restaurant
at Castle in the Sand Hotel

Housekeeping Supervisor
Room Attendants
Hotel Runners
Front Desk Staff
Night Auditor
Pool Guards

The Castle in the Sand Hotel is hiring for the 2024 season.
These are full time seasonal positions with a pay range
from $16-$19/hour. Pay is commensurate with experience.

Send resume to bob @castleinthesand.com or apply
in person at The Castle in the Sand Hotel,
37th Street and Oceanfront, Ocean City Md.

FULL-TIME
PERSONAL BANKER

Farmers Bank of Willards has a full-time Per-
sonal Banker position available for our 87th St.
Ocean City, MD location and our Willards, MD
location. Looking for professional and motivated
individuals with extraordinary customer service
skills. Cash handling experience & excellent
computer skills a must.

Please email resume to

kris.derickson@fbwband.com
Application cut off is 3-15-2024

“Equal Employment Opportunity-Affirmative Action Employer”

BAYSIDE
=y REHABILITATION INC.

Exciting opportunity to work in a fun family-oriented
environment. Bayside Rehab is seeking candidates to
join our team at our Wallops facility. Bayside Rehab is

looking for a full time Physical Therapist and Physical
Therapy Assistant to further build our professional staff.
The positions are located in Wallops Island, VA.
We offer a very competitive salary with benefits.
If interested, you can stop at any of our locations to fill
out an application, or you can email your resume to
Chakira Smith at Chakira@baysiderehab.com

Ocean Aviation

Flight Acad
Ocean Y.  Tuw

AViati on Office Assistant

Growing Flight Academy with campuses in Berlin, Maryland
and Georgetown, Delaware seeks Exceptional Candidate to
join our team. Professional Friendly office environment. F/T.
Weekend availability is a plus. Year Around Position.
Responsible for student interaction, dispatch and check in
of flights, filing, retail sales and keeping our offices neat and
clean. Must be customer oriented and be proficient in data
entry and have good computer skills. Previous office or
educational experience necessary.

Please forward resume to mfreed @flyoceanaviation.com

We prefer initial contact be through e-mail only. Qualified
applicants will be contacted for in person interviews.

Now Hiring Summer
2024 Positions for
Sun Outdoors
Ocean City!

Looking for bartenders,
cashiers, cooks,
housekeepers, activities
attendants, front desk
agents, security, and
maintenance!

Starting at
$15/hour and up!

Call 410-213-0097 or
email careers@
eoshospitality.com
to inquire.

www.oceancitytoday.com

ORDER YOUR CLASSIFIEDS ONLINE!

OW HIRING

DELIVERY DRIVERS &

DELIVERY HELPERS

FULL TIME Monday - Friday
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

To be considered, all candidates must be able to load and
unload a box truck, which includes repetitive lifting and
manuevering of up to 50 pounds as well as operate a hand

truck. Delivery Drivers MUST have a valid driver's license,
clean driving record, and be able to pass a DOT physical

Place An Ad %"s

PLEASE APPLY

IN PERSON

Tuesday - Triday
11am to 3 pm

Corporate Office
5301 Coastal Highway
Ocean City MD 21842

e Convenient

* Quick

¢ No Waiting, No Calls
¢ Days, Nights & Weekends
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Pool Attendant Wanted
10 AM - 6 PM Part time
seasonal $16 per hour. Basic
duties but not limited to:
~monitor traffic for proper
entrance band ~keep pool
and restroom area clean and
amenities stocked ~enforce
safety regulations
Call 410-524-9400

Pool -

General Maintenance.
Outdoor work, lifting heavy
objects. Mechanical, basic

pool pump & motors,
CPO a plus / not required.

Able to pass CPO test.
Summer includes weekends
& long hours; working alone

or with others
410-289-4902
ask for Suzanne.

Chairside
DENTAL ASS'T.

Experience Preferred
Ocean View, DE
Email Resume:

molarbiz@yahoo.com

Boat Yard Help Needed at
West Ocean City boat yard.
Call 410-213-2296.

We are looking for a
Dependable Handyman that
can complete various
remodeling and maintenance
tasks in Ocean City and
surrounding areas.
Remodeling job duties
include painting, hanging
drywall, finish work, minor
electrical, minor plumbing,
trim, cabinetry and installing
floors. You must be able to
lift at lease 50 Ibs., be
proficient with hand and
power tools and have a good
driving record. Email
ocjobs@paramountserv.com
or Call 903-814-4469.

BOOKKEEPER NEEDED
Full time. Flexible hours
available. Fruitland, MD.
Excellent pay. Real Estate &
Property Rental. Must have
Degree in Accounting.
Please email your
resume/contact info to
office@
fenzelinvestments.com

Castle

&

KITCHEN SUPERVISOR
BAR SUPERVISOR

Coconuts at The Castle in the Sand Hotel is looking to
add to our management team with one front of the house
supervisor, one back of the house supervisor. MUST HAVE
EXPERIENCE. Full-time seasonal positions starting at
up to $19/hour, pay commensurate with experience.
Send resume to jeff@castleinthesand.com or

apply in person at Castle in the Sand Hotel,
37th Street and Oceanfront, Ocean City.

Sand

Hiring: Massage
Therapist/Aesthetician
Cosmetologist
West Ocean City
Commission/Room Rent
410-600-3437

RENTALS

Summer Seasonal Rental,
2BR/1 bath Garage Apt.,
bayside on 26th St.
Occupancy 6. $13,000 plus
$1,000 security dep. Comes
with A/C, parking for 1, free
WiFi and shared laundry
facilities. Resort Rentals,
410-524-0295.

Seeking YR & Seasonal
Rentals! Call Howard Martin
Realty 410-352-5555.

Fully Furnished
Townhouse, 4BR/2BA,
Living Room, Dining Room.
Water, Electric and Cable not
included. $2100/month.
Located at 438 Ocean
Parkway, Ocean Pines, MD
21811.410-456-0272
Yearly lease. One month
security deposit and one
month rent upfront.

OFF SEASON
RENTALS

Utililites Included
CONTACT US AT
burgundyinn@gmail.com
410-289-8581

i '
REAL ESTATE INMC

Yearly & Seasonal
entals
We Welcome Pets
7700 Coastal Hwy
410-524-7700
www.holidayoc.com

Commercial Space For Rent
West 2500 sq. feet. rental@
ocsandyfeetretreat.com

Industrial Warehouse.
Space: 1500 sq. ft.
Masonry construction, 18’
high ceiling, large garage
door, bathroom.
Route 90/Bishopville.
Call 443-497-4200.

1 Office/Retail Space
available in West Ocean
City. Approximately
1656 sq. ft.

Call 443-497-4200

Commercial Warehouses
600 and 800 sq. ft. spaces
West Ocean City and
Bishopville, MD
Yearly Leases Only

Call 646-812-1212

FULL TIME
“} LOAN OFFICER

Ocean City, MD

Farmers Bank of Willards has a Full Time Loan
Officer position available in Ocean City, MD.

Looking for professional and driven individuals
with commercial and consumer lending experi-
ence. Strong business development skills are a

must.

Please send resume to:
Kris.derickson@fbwbank.com
“Equal Employment Opportunity-Affirmative Action Employer”

ETWORK

ROOMMATES

Roommate. Female. Large
Condo on Water, 2BR, 2 full
ba., sunroom, facing Fager's
Island. Room for privacy.
Some storage space.
410-202-9434.
Price negotiable.

Houseshare. Furnished
rooms in South Ocean Pines.
All inclusive. $800 per
month. Year-round.

No smoking. No pets.
Call 443-880-2317.

Classified
Deadline is

Monday @
Spm

SERVICES MISC./OTHER

SURF SHOP CLOSEOUTS
Clothing from $5,
Shoes, Sandals, Wetsuits,
Bikinis, Hats, Surf, Skate &
Bodyboards. 12703
Sunset Ave., West OC.
March 16 & 17, 23 & 24,
10am to 6pm

FOR SALE

Do you have an old bicycle
not being used? It could
mean a world of difference to
a hard-working international
student. Your donation will be
tax-deductible. Contact Gary
at 443-975-3065.

Everything Must Go!!!

Weekend Yard Sale

Entire Contents 4 UNIT APT. BUILDING
Emerald Apts., 319 Robin Drive, Ocean City
Cash & Carry Only.

Sofas, loveseats, chairs, end tables, entire working
kitchen items. Bedroom furniture, mattresses, bed linens,

lamps, pictures & small appliances. Patio furniture,
12 TVs, DVDs, VCRs, A/Cs.

March 9 & 10 ~ and ~ March 15, 16, 17

10 am to 6 pm

Classifieds 410-723-6397

www.baysideoc.com ~ www.oceancitytoday.com

BUDGET MOVERS

443-664-5797
LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING
Full Packing Service

Piano Movers - Full Service

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

Cawt ‘em sleepin’ in
Taaard fer yes ‘t'tay’s fuss
clouds inma backyard!

www.baysideoc.com
www.oceancitytoday.com

Serving the Newspapers of
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
NETWORK

FOR SALE

Prepare for power outages
today with a GENERAC home
standby generator. $0 Money
Down + Low Monthly Pay-
ment Options. Request a
FREE Quote. Call now before
the next power outage: 1-855-
993-0969

MISC. FOR SALE
Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-855-407-6870

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Supe-
rior quality bath and shower
systems at AFFORDABLE
PRICES! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Call

Now! 877-738-0991.

SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228

www.dental50plus.com/
MDDC#6258

VEHICLES WANTED
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/
RV - Lutheran Mission Society
of MD Compassion Place
ministries help local families
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA
licensed #W1044.
410-228-8437
www.CompassionPlace.org

Advertise in
MDDC
410-723-6397

Deadline is Wednesday of the

week prior to publication.

oceanc1tytoday com |

o il

——— e e A
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AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

—

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER
COMPLETE BODY SHOP
Auto Sales & Service * Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists
TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD ROUTE 50, BERLIN
410-641-5262 410-641-3200

DIRECTORY

_EIIMEME_’
% Fradteq

T CARPET CARE

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
Grout Cleaning

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

2B\ _ 302-436-5652

Famly Owned and Operated Since 1983

\V,

DENTAL

DePalma Dental, ccc

Michael DePalma, D.D.S.
Errin DePalma, D.D.S.

500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3 Phone: 410-641-3222
Berlin, Maryland 21811 www.depalmadental.com

ELECTRICIAN

Raymond O’Brocki Jr.
Master Electrician

443 691 0544 Call or Text

Electric Vehicle Chargers

35 Years Experience

No Job Too Small! Free Estimates!
Residential/Commercial/Emergencies!
MD Lic #2268 Worcester Co Lic #M1337

PipeLine

@ Contracting, u.c

Home Improvement Services Company

HOME IMPROVEMENT

"“One stop shop
for Home
Improvement”

I Home Improvement Design & Bertch Cabinet Retail

* Flooring & Tile US Veterans

* Residential & Commercial Administration

« Servicing Maryland & Approved Contractor
Delaware Beaches

* Cabinets & Countertop

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

* General Carpentry &
Painting

11312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in Today!
(410) 208-1518 ¢ (410) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net ¢ info@pipelinecontracting.net
MDHIC # 107489 « DE # 2014100304 * Insured & Licensed

., Dirty Ducts, LLC
ﬁ“ HVAC Duct & Dryer Vent Cleaning

Joseph Payne
Manager
jpayma200@gmail.com

5 Southwind Court
Berlin, MD 21811

Family Owned & Operated 484-744-9309

HANDYMAN

PA

HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs

“WE DO IT ALL”

H

* Roofing Repairs * Rain Gutters * Screening « Staining
* Roof Cleaning  * Gutter Guards -« Painting  Caulking

« Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing *
* Deck Repairs °

Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured * MHIC 17433
“A Family Tradition Since 1935”

410-893-9707

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAUL'S HOME IMPROVEMENTS

All phases of home improvements
No job too small - No job too large
Handyman Home Services

FREE ESTIMATES
Over 45 years
experience

110-641-7948

MHIC
#83501

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Tile Companz

Ceramic ®* Marble * Glass * Installations
Specializing in Showers and Bath Renovations

Free Estimates | Insured
C.S.G.

John
443-497-1351

M

ENTAL HEALTH

g

; .
Island Care Mental Health “<

Mary Deborah Wilson (r

PMHNP \
Avoid the Delays

Medication & Therapy \

MD DE Lic. 410-641-5190 r’J

v

. tiicn

TRADER LEE’

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY
‘Open MoRY Frik, 9-2 & m@

PAT’S PAINTING IN THE PINES
Reliable and Affordable Painting

SPECIALIZING IN CABINET PAINTING

Delaware ~ Ocean Pines ~ Ocean City ~ Berlin

o [/ Powerwashing (/] Drywall Repairs

[ House/Deck Staining [/] Wallpaper Removal
[/] Custom Painting

410-641-5957

Resident of Ocean Pines

Licensed
& Insured

Free
Estimates

HOME IMPROVEMENT

2 WALSH

Established 1977

Home Improvement, Inc.

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

We accept MC/Visa
(410) 641-3762
Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured ® MHIC #8465

M

MOVING SERVICES
BUDGET MOVERS

The Area’s Moving Gompany

LOCAL . ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial
Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move
Single Item or Certain ltems or Full Home
Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated
www.Facebook.com/ochudgetmovers
| 40+Years in Business Licensed & Insured |
PAINTING
s * CuSTOM PAINTING
Zlmmerman * DRYWALL REPAIRS
* WALLPAPER REMOVED
& SOI] LLC * DECK & HOUSE

STAINING
Painting & Powerwashing  * ALWAYS PROMPT
Interior & Exterior SERVICE .
Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured NOW ACCEPTING
. . . CREDIT CARDS!
10% Discount with this ad.
VISA

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

DISCOVER, £
el ‘

BaysideOC.com
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DIRECTORY AV, '
POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH

Pa1 bV L T @Y1 d Wiuds nap) it s autesll | NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER

Commercial & Residential » Complete Exterior Cleaning| | Full Business Center I\%EEFw
. Hot Water, Powerwashing Custom Gifts 9am-5pm

Al
Year round X 4 & Soft Wash Systems . .
services g = Graphic Designs
w/yearly & 7 * Deck Staining o
seasonal Z e Decks * Docks Retail Gift Items

5":'*""35’*:'1“:?33? " v | “" * Houses * Restaurants Wedding Print Services [Co py' be ntral
Pete C. Harrison, Sr. MHIC #35534 0 * Shopping Centers
* Roofs * & More . ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

27805 Greenwood Road Business: 410-820-6969
Denton, Maryland 21629 Cell: 443-496-0726 410-603-3400 _ MHIC 97081 11065 Cathell Road * Ocean Pines
www.pavemasterpaving.net Joe Beran/Ow_ner Operator Ocean City 34629 * Delgware 2004222 381 410-208-0641 - copvcentral@verizon.net
acms1st@gmail.com Licensed & Insured Py

REAL ESTATE . RooFNG __________J ___ ROOFING |

* 0 Payments m

John (Jay) Dixson
Marketing Manager * 0 Interest PARADISE Andersen mwy
C * 12 Months .
443.822.9804  Cell _ Filte
240.403.1285  Dffice * Free Estimates  410-430-2583 'ﬁ Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement

3015765100  Fax
jay@easterntitle.com

ROOFING - SIDING Specialist Since 1989
WINDOWS - DOORS

EASTERN Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946
[ITLE & SETTLEMENT www.easterntitle.com HOME |MPROVEMENTS mmoesle@s_h_oresidingmd.com
MHIC 114960- Insured- Affordable www.shoresidingmd.com “Licensed in MD, DE &VA

e Keep Your Family
% \Warm This Winter

Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

DENTAL Insurance

Great coverage for retirees.

T ki oamaw SA\,Es """" ~ey | Get your FREE Information Kit

i $49 g UrTo zooo i from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
1 i i i on a New Cooling and Heatin i

i Cg;;;l;%lo{_:lneeaﬂ;g E E System with our Bugyﬁ.:ck Proggm' i C ad I I 1 - 8 5 5 -3 37- 5 2 2 8
Bt et § SRS Dental50PIlus.com/MDDC

Provuctleatures nof available in 2 ates. Contact us for compiete details about this insurance saication, Tofind a network provder, go bo physiciansmutualcomTird-dentist, This specific affer nol avaiiable in €0,
W, N VA, - el FBOO-969-4781 o riesgond for a simar offer inyour date, Certiicats (25418465, CZS0A/BA38 (D C25410; PA: C25APA Irsurance Policy PBA/BAG0, PISOBAIY (R PISAGK DK: PISA0K, TRC PISETN).
6347

You CAN Cancel
Your Timeshare

We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying
purchase* - valued at $535. Call 1.888.984.2917

Call 855-993-0969 to
schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply. G E N E RAC
——eeey

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

*This Is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC q;'WFG"; m{&!m%tﬁ -qﬁlllq-tes_s , or qsslgrls.hré -

not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage In the pPactice of law or provide Iégal_'sdv'lce or legal representation.
Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no Specific outcome Is guaranteed.
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Join the
Ocean Pines
Neighborhood

Pharmacy

Call today to switch over 410.629.0089

o >
. Blister packaging & Med Sync "%\p _g‘}'
« Durable medical equipment < >
- Wound care

« Short prescription wait time
« Immunizations offered
« Competitive OTC/Rx cash price

We accept all insurances | Delivery available | Open Saturdays

Hospital Bed

for your home

Purchase available

/

_ \ with medicare
N ~ y

o (1065282)
18" seat width Sat: 10am-2pm
(1065287) Sun: Closed
20" seat width In front of Headlines Salon
(1065286)

This pharmacy is independently owned and operated under a license from Health Mart Systems, Inc.

Wheelchair
All black color
16" seat width

Bring your list of meds
Separated and labled = =
A L
Simplify your ey
daily routine Underwear
200 —?

Underwear

COASTAL
© DRUG

= PHARMACY

Your Community

Health Mart

PHARMACY

Q@ 11005 Manklin Meadows #1
Ocean Pines

€. 410.629.0089
M-F: 9am-6pm

Disposable Underpads

Vinyl Gloves
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