
Atlantic General weighs its options

(Aug. 29, 2024) After 31 years of 
operating independently, Atlantic 
General Hospital in Berlin is looking 
into whether it should seek a partner-
ship with another health care organ-
ization or continue to go it alone in an 
industry that’s seeing fewer small in-
dependents each year. 

In a response to a recent uptick in 
public speculation about the hospi-
tal’s future, the board of trustees on 
Tuesday announced that it had 
launched a “strategic partnership ex-
ploration process” that will consider 
whether working with another organ-
ization or remaining independent is 
the right course to take. 

That independence manifested it-
self in 1993 when AGH opened its 
doors after a years-long battle against 
the state medical establishment to 
bring a primary care facility to the 
coastal area. 

In addition to having to produce 
millions of dollars in development 
and construction money, the citizens 
committee leading the charge for a 
local hospital encountered state reg-
ulators who were reluctant to issue 
the “certificate of need” that validated 
local assertions that the coastal com-
munities were medically under-
served. 

Then-Gov. William Donald Schae-
fer, however, interceded on AGH’s 
behalf and ordered state offices to co-
operate with the local effort. 

The ceremonial groundbreaking 
took place in 1991, and the first year 
saw 13,316 emergency room visits. 
Last year, according to AGH contrac-

tor Emergency Service Associates, the 
emergency room saw some 40,000 
patients. 

According to the AGH website, the 

hospital and the AGH Health System 
have close to 950 full-time employees 
and an annual payroll of $74 million, 

Board to look at possibility 
of seeking partnership with 
another healthcare entity

(Aug. 29, 2024) The Ocean Pines 
Board of Directors will see a shakeup 
at the top with Dr. Stuart Lakernick 
and Rick Farr swapping leadership 
roles. 

At a special meeting on Friday, 
Aug. 23, the board voted to move 
Lakernick, whose term expires next 
year, up a rung to president from vice 
president with recently reelected Farr 
moving down from president to vice 
president.  

John Latham and Monica 
Rakowski will remain as secretary 
and treasurer, respectively. 

The officer positions were deter-

mined roughly two weeks after the 
2024 board of directors election, in 
which Farr and Director Jeff Heavner 
defended their seats on the seven-
person governing body. 

The incumbents beat out chal-
lengers Amy Peck, who served a stint 
on the board from October 2021 to 
August 2022, Sherrie Clifford and 
Jerry Murphy.  

Farr was elected to the board in 
August 2021 and appointed president 
approximately a year ago. Lakernick’s 
term began in the summer of 2022. 
He was chosen as second-in-com-
mand following the 2023 election. 

According to Lakernick, the presi-
dent acts as the face of the organiza-
tion, “speaking for all seven.” 

“It is a corporate board,” the new 
president said. “We all have these 
seats, but nobody has more power 

Board of directors prepare 
to get down to business 
with officers for year ahead

By Stewart Dobson 
Editor

FILE PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Atlantic General Hospital opened its doors in Berlin in May of 1993.

See AGH Page 7

TARA FISCHER/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
New officers on the Ocean Pines Association Board of Directors are, from left, President Stuart 

Lakernick, Treasurer Monica Rakowski, Secretary John Latham and Vice President Rick Farr.

Lakernick becomes 
new OPA president

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See OPA Page 7
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(Aug. 29, 2024) A donation of 
county property will allow a prome-
nade project to move forward in 
downtown Snow Hill.  

Last week, the Worcester County 
Commissioners voted unanimously 
to donate roughly 9,000 square feet 
of county property along Bank Street 
to the Town of Snow Hill for the de-
velopment of a new promenade. 
Snow Hill Economic Development 
Director Lorissa McAllister said the 
revitalization project has been 
decades in the making.  

“The Bank Street promenade proj-
ect is the epitome of the downtown 
Snow Hill vision, dating back all the 
way to the 1980s,” she said.  

With the county’s donation and 
the necessary funding in place, the 
Town of Snow is positioned to begin 
a streetscape project next fall, McAl-
lister said. As proposed, the project 
will encompass two blocks of Bank 
Street between West Green and River 
streets.  

Harrison Saunders, board presi-
dent for the Snow Hill Area Chamber 
of Commerce and licensed landscape 
architect, told commissioners last 
week the street will be redesigned 
with traffic calming and pedestrian 
access in mind. Features will include 
a tree-lined, winding street with flex-
ible seating and vegetative areas, a 
stepping stone path, benches and 
story walls, to name a few.  

“A place you travel to, not 
through,” he said. “That’s what we’re 
trying to accomplish.” 

McAllister said Bank Street, as it's 
currently designed, functions more 
like a parking lot and deterred pedes-
trians from traversing between the 
river and the downtown business 
community. She said the proposed 
design would create walkability.  

“It’s an overall inefficient use of 
space,” she said of the current road-
way. “It creates a sterile environment 
and impedes pedestrian access be-
tween the downtown and the river-
front.” 

While the project is expected to 
improve the streetscape, town offi-
cials acknowledged it would reduce 
the number of parking spaces from 
54 to 49, with the bulk of the reduc-
tion occurring along Bank Street. 
However, they noted it would in-
crease dedicated parking at the li-
brary and neighboring annex 
building, and that handicap parking 
would more than double.  

McAllister also noted that the proj-
ect would utilize roughly 9,000 
square feet of county property on 
each side of Bank Street – more than 
6,000 square feet to the side of the li-
brary and more than 2,000 square 
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SUBMITTED IMAGE 
The image above was one of many shared with the Worcester County Commissioners last week as part of Snow Hill’s vision for a major redesign of 

the historic town’s downtown.

County donation 
key to Snow Hill’s 
downtown vision
By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor

See SNOW HILL Page 4
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feet to the side of the annex building.  
“This predominantly repurposes 

what is public parking currently, to 
public gathering space and pedes-
trian access,” she explained.  

The Town of Snow Hill, with the 
help of its partnering agencies, has 
secured nearly $500,000 for the 
$776,000 project, and McAllister 
said a grant through the Maryland 
Department of Housing and Commu-
nity Development could supply the 
remaining funds. To that end, town 
officials last Tuesday said they were 
hoping to work with the commission-
ers to use or acquire the county-
owned land along Bank Street.  

“We have maintained site control 
for the first block. We have buy-in 
from all the adjacent property own-
ers. We also have buy-in from the 

Lower Shore Land Trust, as well as 
the private property owner at the very 
end of the second block,” she said. 
“So we’re just looking for buy-in ap-
proval from the county to move for-
ward with this project, which could 
take shape as permission and engag-
ing in an MOU, or, as was suggested 
as a possibility, the county donating 
the portion of the property that is in-
cluded in the design to the Town of 
Snow Hill, thereby alleviating any re-
sponsibilities of maintenance or lia-
bility.” 

Commissioner Joe Mitrecic said 
the proposed project reminded him 
of the Ocean City Development Cor-
poration’s efforts to revitalize its 
downtown area. While acknowledg-
ing that it could take some time for 
Snow Hill to see revitalization in its 
downtown area, he said he believed 

the project was a great start. After 
further discussion, Mitrecic made a 
motion, seconded by Commissioner 
Ted Elder, to turn over the identified 
property to the Town of Snow Hill.  

“I want to state I think this is a 
great step forward,” Elder added. 

For his part, Commissioner Eric 
Fiori questioned how the town would 
address parking. He said the project 
could bring more people to Snow 
Hill.  

“Obviously, the Town of Berlin is 
facing that now,” he explained. 
“They’ve made everything so pretty 
and grew their market. I just want to 
make sure that, that got included, so 
there’s parking spots so everybody 
can enjoy this.” 

McAllister said a study is ongoing 
to evaluate parking and traffic flow. 

She said a redesign of existing park-
ing would likely increase the number 
of parking spaces in town.  

“I think this will really increase the 
traffic,” Fiori replied, “and having a 
spot for them to park is really impor-
tant.” 

At the end of the presentation, the 
commissioners voted 7-0 to donate 
county property along Bank Street to 
the Town of Snow Hill. Worcester 
County Chief Administrative Officer 
Weston Young said once the county 
receives the official land boundaries, 
it can advertise and hold a public 
hearing to declare the parcels as sur-
plus property.  

“It brings the county seat to the 
position it should be,” Commissioner 
Diana Purnell said of the project, 
“and I think this is a great job.” 

Snow Hill vision could get boost with grants
Continued from Page 3

SUBMITTED IMAGE 
Redeveloping and revitalizing downtown Snow Hill has long been a goal of town officials. Above is 

a look at a revisioned area along Willow Street. 
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(Aug. 29, 2024) The Worcester 
County Chamber of Commerce in 
Ocean Pines is hosting its first Na-
tional Civics Bee for middle school 
students in conjunction with the 
Civic Trust of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation. 

Sixth, seventh, and eighth-grade 
students from public, private and 
charter schools, as well as home-
school groups, are encouraged to 
participate. Worcester County 
Chamber of Commerce President 
Kerrie Bunting said the sole require-
ment is that contestants be enrolled 
in middle school and residents of the 
State of Maryland.  

The Civics Bee is divided into seg-
ments that students must qualify for 
to proceed. The first portion, open to 
everyone, will include a civics essay 
contest. A panel of judges will select 
the top 20 entries to advance to a 
local in-person competition, where 
the young learners will be subjected 
to two rounds of civics inquiries fol-
lowed by a questions-and-answers 
sequence.  

The essay will be judged by indi-
viduals selected by the Worcester 
County Chamber of Commerce in 
Ocean Pines. The organization will 
also host the live regional event.  

The top three students from the 
local challenge will move to the 
state-level contest. The first-place 
winner of that match will receive a 
trip to Washington, D.C., to compete 
in the national 
championship for 
prizes worth ap-
p r o x i m a t e l y 
$50,000.  

“Hosting this 
event is impor-
tant because it’s 
an election year, 
and everyone is 
bombarded by 
political issues,” Bunting said. “At 
the middle school level, it is impor-
tant for them to know civics-related 
knowledge so they can be educated 
and thoughtful voters and leaders in 
the future…they need the foundation 
of government and civics…the con-
test could even kickstart a potential 
career path for some of these kids.”  

The U.S. Chamber has provided a 
prompt that must be followed in the 
initial essay. Students are to identify 
a problem or challenge in their com-
munity and determine how they can 

contribute to its improvement. The 
juvenile writers must also include 
examples of organizations or indi-
viduals to work with, their roles in 
the solution, how their remedy in-
corporates founding principles, like 
equality and the consent of the gov-
erned, and civic virtues, such as hu-
mility, integrity, and respect.  

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
launched the 
Civics Bee in 
2022. The organ-
ization partners 
with state-level 
chambers, which 
c o m m u n i c a t e 
with the local 
chambers and 
then advertise 
the event to pub-

lic, private, and homeschooled stu-
dents. Allegany, Baltimore, Greater 
Crofton, Frederick, and St. Mary’s 
counties are the other participating 
Maryland areas. The Worcester 
County Chamber of Commerce in 
Ocean Pines is the first Eastern 
Shore group to get involved.  

Students from any part of the 
state, including Dorchester, 
Wicomico, Somerset, Montgomery, 
or Harford counties, can submit an 
essay to be considered by the 
Worcester County chamber.  

“Any kid can join any chamber,” 
Bunting said.  

The local in-person competition is 
slated for spring 2025, the state con-
test will occur in June 2025, and the 
national championship is set for fall 
2025. While the first-round essay 
has yet to be given a concrete due 
date, Bunting said the U.S. chamber 
mandates it be judged sometime in 
the winter to allow ample prepara-
tion for the live regional match. The 
Worcester County organization’s 
website will post timeline updates 

and more information as they are 
provided.  

Bunting added that the chamber 
is actively seeking judgesor the essay 
segment. The organization hopes to 
secure a diverse panel of individuals 
with expertise in writing, social stud-
ies, history, and government, such as 
elected officials and educators. The 
group’s president also noted that she 
is interested in reaching out to busi-
nesses and local civic bodies like the 
American Legion so they may help 
promote and sponsor the event.  

Anyone interested in providing 
their services in any aspect may con-
tact the Worcester County Chamber 
of Commerce in Ocean Pines at 410-
641-5306 or Bunting at kerrie@ 
worcestercountychamber.org.  

Local leaders like Senator Mary 
Beth Carozza (R-38) and Delegate 
Wayne Hartman (R-38C) have en-
dorsed the Worcester County Cham-
ber of Commerce’s involvement in 
the Civics Bee.  

“This type of competition is a 
great way to promote civic participa-
tion and create enthusiasm for our 
youth,” Hartman said in a letter ask-
ing the Worcester County Board of 
Education for their support. “I am 
looking forward to the introduction 
of the National Civics Bee on the 
Eastern Shore.”  

Bunting emphasized that every 
sixth, seventh, and eighth-grade stu-
dent in Maryland is eligible to enter 
the Civics Bee. Eastern Shore facili-
ties like Worcester County Public 
Schools, Worcester Preparatory 
School, and Most Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic School have announced 
their participation. Finalized essays 
are to be turned in to the contest’s 
point person at each of these learn-
ing institutions or as stated by their 
administration.  
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Chamber planning middle school civics bee
Organization to host first 
contest in county for sixth, 
seventh and eighth graders
By Tara Fischer  
Associate Editor

See ALL Page 7
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important because it’s an election 

year, and everyone is bombarded 

by political issues.’ 
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than the next person.” 
The vice president assists the head 

in administering the policy, the sec-
retary takes notes, and the treasurer 
handles the association’s financial 
records and responsibilities.  

The nomination process went 
smoothly, with Farr recommending 
Lakernick for president, Heavner en-
dorsing Farr’s transition to vice pres-
ident, Director Elaine Brady 
suggesting Latham as secretary, and 
Latham promoting Rakowski for 
treasurer. Each motion was passed 
unanimously. 

The nominations were certified by 
Bruce Bright, the organization’s legal 
counsel, of the Ayres, Jenkins, Gordy, 
and Almand law firm. 

Additional board appointments 
occurred on Aug. 23. Linda Martin 
will remain as assistant secretary, 
Steve Phillips will act as assistant 
treasurer, UHY will continue as the 
audit firm, Doug Parks will serve as 
parliamentarian, and Bright will 
carry on as legal counsel. 

As the election cycle draws to a 
close, the board, gearing up for the 
year, approved their meetings for the 
next 12 months.  

The public gatherings will be at 
the Golf Course Clubhouse and are 
scheduled for the Saturday morn-
ings of Sept. 28, Oct. 26, Nov. 23, 
Dec. 21, Jan. 25, Feb. 22, March 29, 
April 26, May 24, June 28, and July 
26. The annual meeting is slated for 
Aug. 9. 

The assemblies are to kick off at 9 
a.m. The proposed dates passed 
unanimously. 

With another board voting process 
down, the group intends to focus on 
its priorities for the next year and 
thereafter. Primary concerns remain 
the construction of the new South 
Station Fire House, which nears 
closer as the association and the 
Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding to hash out each party’s 
requirements in July, beautification, 
the completion of the Veterans Me-
morial Pavilion, the racquet sports 
center building renovation, continu-
ing the success of the golf course, 
among others.  

Lakernick, the board’s latest pres-
ident, is starting his third year on the 
board. He, along with Director Steve 
Jacobs and Rakowski, will be up for 
reelection in August 2025.
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making it one of Worcester County’s 
single largest employers and a major 
force in its economy. 

As such, any talk about possible 
changes in the hospital’s corporate or 
operational structure would be ex-
pected to fuel speculation about what 
might happen next, even though hos-
pital officials are emphasizing that 
nothing might happen at all. 

“The board is excited to embark on 
this important journey to thoughtfully 
and carefully explore the best way to 
ensure Atlantic General continues pro-
viding high-quality healthcare to our 
community for decades to come,” said 
board of trustees Chair Doug Cook. 

The hospital’s official statement 

adds that all strategic options will be 
evaluated during a “deliberate 
process that will take considerable 
time.” 

That will include taking a look at 
some of the hospital’s more difficult 
challenges it faces as an independent 
operator such as labor shortages and 
specialist recruiting, AGH CEO Don 
Owrey said, adding, “We are excited 
to move forward in this important 
work to preserve AGH’s proud legacy 
as our community’s hospital, while 
planning for an even brighter future.” 

The strategic partnership explo-
ration process will not affect the 
health system’s daily operations, nor 
will anything change for patients at 
this time, the statement said.

Continued from Page 1

AGH board looking to future

Continued from Page 1

OPA directors elect new officers

All county students can enter

Middle schoolers in the area who 
are homeschooled or whose school is 
not outwardly encouraging the com-
petition may still enter. These fami-
lies should contact the Worcester 
County chamber to receive the nec-
essary information and submit their 
papers directly to the organization.  

The Worcester County chamber 
hopes that surrounding school dis-
tricts will jump onboard and adver-
tise the civics contest to their 
students.  

“We need to get kids involved be-
cause there is so much voter apathy 

going on,” Bunting said. “How do we 
convince people that their vote does 
matter? We teach them at a young 
age. Teach them to vote and be 
thoughtful about it and who you feel 
is best. It is especially important be-
cause the political landscape is so 
crazy now.”  

The Worcester County Chamber 
of Commerce in Ocean Pines in-
tends to make its involvement in the 
Civics Bee an annual occurrence. In-
formation on deadlines and other 
details will be updated on the orga-
nization’s official website as they are 
decided.

Continued from Page 6



(Aug. 29, 2024) The Berlin Mayor 
and Council and the prospective 
buyer of a piece of Heron Park dis-
cussed the framework of a future deal 
this week. 

Officials met in a work session 
Monday with Palmer and Sandy 
Gillis of Coastal Ventures Properties 
(CVP), which was identified last 
month as the developer of choice to 
enter extended negotiations with the 
town on the purchase and redevelop-
ment of Heron Park’s parcel 57, 
which was for decades home to the 
former Tyson Foods and Hudson 

Foods poultry processing operation. 
During a previous meeting, the 

total price of the site to be paid by the 
developers was set at $1.2 million. 
Parcel 57 is approximately nine acres 
and will include 15 sewer EDUs 
(Equivalent Dwelling Units), which 
has a value of about $150,000. Addi-
tional sewer and water EDUs will 
need to be purchased from the town.  

The council voted to proceed with 
the Gillises at their July 22 meeting 
after they requested proposals to re-
develop the property. The space is 
currently undergoing demolition. 

The CVP portfolio includes repur-
posing across the shore similar in-
dustrial buildings, which swayed the 
governing body’s decision to conduct 
solo discussions with the developers.  

“I am leaning towards Gillis due to 
his history with reusing these indus-

trial buildings,” Councilmember 
Steve Green said on July 22.  

CVP’s rough idea is to consider re-
furbishing the parcel to support food 
services, retail, fitness, offices and 
other commercial facilities.  

Town Administrator Mary Bohlen 
reiterated which businesses are pro-
hibited on parcel 57 as CVP develops 
its plan. Not allowed for considera-
tion, according to the grant the state 
awarded the town for demolition on 
the site, are pawn shops, gun shops, 
adult video stores, tanning salons, 
book shops, gambling spaces, tattoo 
parlors, liquor stores, adult entertain-
ment facilities, massage parlors, and 
check cashing facilities. 

Per discussions with CVP, the 
space will be converted from its cur-
rent residential zoning to a more 
commercial and shopping district 
site, or B-2 zoning. The choice was 
made to keep the classification con-
sistent with surrounding areas and 
will require a rezoning from the town. 

Palmer Gillis expressed concerns 
with a potential housing element that 
was at the top of the council’s wish 
list for mixed uses of the parcel. 
While the town was hopeful for the 
inclusion of affordable residential 
units, the developers maintained that 
the site was not large enough to jus-
tify that kind of project. 

“This is a challenge when you look 
at it from every possible angle,” 
Palmer Gillis said.  

Mayor Zack Tyndall inquired 
about the possibility of adding hous-
ing above whichever commercial 
building may be created rather than 
a solely residential structure. Accord-
ing to Gillis, in that situation, the 
units would be too high off the 
ground, requiring several flights of 
stairs or an elevator, which would be-
come “too economically unfeasible.” 
Councilmember Shaneka Nichols and 
Green each said they would like to see 
some of housing on the site in the fu-
ture with Green suggesting a “pocket 
community” on the eastern area of 
the site possibly. 

Per the agreement with the devel-
opers, the study period of parcel 57 is 
not to exceed 180 days following a 
fully executed contract. The time-
frame may include completing a traf-
fic study, lender financing, 
easements, and a state highway en-
trance.  

Gillis said the traffic study can be 
finalized in as quickly as two to four 
weeks from its start date, but it must 
take place while school is in session 
to account for the additional vehicles 
on the road.  

The traffic study will consider two 
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Berlin talks land buy details with developer

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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entrances into Heron Park, as well as 
the projected car counts for the new 
public works building and skate park, 
which will be constructed on adjacent 
parcels in the area, and the deter-
mined uses of 57.  

One entrance, which the developer 
will fund and own, will be placed near 
the railroad tracks where a current 
entrance is situated. The location of 
the shared opening, which will ac-
count for access to the skate park and 
the public works facility, has yet to be 
decided. Gillis said that the traffic 
study is a $10,000 to $20,000 item 
that will be equitably split between 
the parties, pending the entry place-
ments.  

Discussions continued, accounting 
for a stormwater management plan 
for parcels 57, 191, and 410 regarding 
repurposing parcel 57, the new skate 
park, and the public works building. 
Tyndall said that rather than devel-
oping two or three separate systems, 
the town and developers intend to 
create a single arrangement that will 
“work together for the whole area.” 

Gillis also agreed to increase the 
rear setback, or property line, of par-
cel 57 toward Old Ocean City Boule-
vard to 75 feet, up from the typical 35 
feet for fixed structures in B-2 zon-
ing.  

“I asked Palmer and Sandy if they 
would be willing to increase the rear 
setback for fixed structures, so it does 
not infringe on the feeling of a park,” 
Tyndall said. “We agreed … so it cre-
ates more of a buffer for any develop-
ment that takes place on 57 and 
Heron Park.”  

The parties hashed through the 
possibility of in-
cluding an exit 
clause in the con-
tract.  

The 180-study 
period given to the 
developers is to fur-
ther apply due dili-
gence to the project. 
If the Gillises dis-
cover something 
unexpected during 
that timeframe, they are allowed a 
kick out. 

Gillis argued that the same should 
not be applied to the Berlin side of 
negotiations as he and his team run 
the higher risk, per the moratorium 
on rezoning that is set to expire in 
mid-October. The pause was estab-
lished on July 9 and extended on 
Aug. 12 to allow a new planning di-
rector to be hired.  

The moratorium may even be ex-
tended beyond October if the council 
decides on Sept. 9 that the hiring of a 

planning director is not imminent.  
“Suppose you are nine more 

months before you hire a zoning di-
rector, and you can’t even get me up 
on the agenda,” the developer said. 
“That is an issue right now because 
we have a moratorium on rezoning … 
the risk that we are running is what if 
b-2 is denied?” 

The council 
maintained that the 
zoning change is 
likely to be ap-
proved. Once a di-
rector is secured, 
the planning com-
mission will review 
the request and 
make a recommen-
dation, but the deci-
sion is ultimately up 

to the council. While the governing 
body considers the favorable or unfa-
vorable vote and trusts the expertise 
provided, the council currently sees 
no reason why B-2 zoning would be 
denied.  

“We would work with the planning 
commission to understand the vi-
sion,” Tyndall said.  

Town Administrator Mary Bohlen 
echoed the mayor’s sentiments, argu-
ing that the zoning request will likely 
be approved “unless the planning 
commission came up with something 

we have not thought of, which would 
be a consideration that would change 
the whole flavor of the conversation.”  

The council maintained that public 
input on the project is also vital.  

While Gillis agreed that there is 
value in allowing the public to voice 
their opinion on any contract created 
within the town, he argued that too 
much consideration can lead to nit-
picking. Still, the developer con-
sented to drafting his idea so Berlin 
residents and business owners could 
review it before the Oct. 28 meeting.  

At the conclusion of the August 26 
work session, Green asked Gillis if he 
was satisfied with the demolition 
progress on the site. The developer 
claimed there are “hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars of demo work 
left” before he can place a business 
inside the structure. 

“Look at the front building; you 
have all this mechanical equipment 
on the roof,” he said. “There is lots of 
piping inside, and then you must 
chemically wash the ceiling. If you 
walk through there, there is still 
much demolition work.”  

As the town’s $500,000 grant 
from the Maryland Department of 
Housing and Community Develop-
ment for the demo is close to maxing 
out, Gillis will have to front the re-
maining cost.
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Council dives deep into park property deal
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‘Egg addling,’ electronic signs eyed in Pines 

(Aug. 29, 2024) The Ocean Pines 
Association and the Environment 
and Natural Assets Committee are 
working to control the neighbor-
hood’s geese and duck population.  

Earlier this year, the advisory 
group submitted a charging docu-
ment to request the purchase of yel-
low sandwich outdoor A-frames that 
read “geese duck crossing.” The com-
mittee hoped the signs would indi-
cate to drivers where there are often 
traffic holdups due to the birds’ 
search for food. 

Most of the banners were posi-
tioned around the community’s 
South Gate.  

“Sudden stops could potentially 
lead to rear-end collisions,” ENAC 
board liaison Jeff Heavner said. 
“Road crossings become very fre-
quent following the spring breeding 
season and the arrival of goslings. 
This action was also meant to protect 
the geese and ducks from being 
struck by vehicles.”  

“You can imagine that it can be 
very emotional to accidentally hit, in-
jure, or kill a goose or duck,” he 
added. 

However, much to the committee’s 
dismay, OPA removed and repur-
posed some of the safety signs placed 

on properties not owned by the 
neighborhood.  

At an ENAC meeting last month, 
then-chairperson Tim Peck, who of-
ficially stepped down from his role on 
August 12, expressed his frustration 
with the decision, arguing it signaled 
disrespect to the project. Members 
asked the OPA administration to re-

store the signs. Their request was de-
nied.  

Heavner cites the reason for the 
posts’ removal as a Worcester 
County-enforced ordinance to control 
signage on county-owned roadways. 
He said the action to repurpose the A-
frames was not ultimately up to OPA.  

Signals set on areas operated by 

the neighborhood officials remain in 
place.  

The association has also started 
using the new Northside electronic 
sign to warn drivers of potential geese 
and duck crossings.  

“Should the board approve addi-
tional electronic signs, they could 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

TARA FISCHER/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Managing the population of the wild geese population in and around Ocean Pines has been a challenge for decades for officials. Above, dozens of 

geese are pictured in the South Gate pond recently.

See SOLUTIONS Page 13
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Solutions for geese proposed

also be utilized to alert drivers of 
crossings,” the liaison said. 

To manage the bird population 
further, the environmental commit-
tee has submitted a charging docu-
ment for “egg addling” for the 2025 
spring breeding season.  

Egg addling is defined by the Ani-
mal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service as a method to “manage birds 
that cause damage to property, agri-
culture, and natural resources or are 
potential threats to public safety.” 
The process includes oiling, shaking, 
or puncturing an egg “during incuba-
tion to render the embryo unviable.” 

The eggs are put back in the nest, 
so the adult birds believe they are still 
developing and do not feel the need 
to lay anymore.  

The technique is considered hu-
mane if completed early enough in 
the incubation period.  

Heavner said that the recommen-
dations for goose population control 
are developed from the committee’s 
close attention to the increases and 
decreases in their presence. The 
Ocean Pines Association is still con-
sidering the egg-addling ask.  

“It only takes a few seasons to in-
crease our population of geese signif-
icantly,” Heavner said.

Continued from Page 12

Contract for ‘exciting’ town 
hall renovations approved

(Aug. 29, 2024) The Berlin council 
unanimously approved Haley Archi-
tecture to manage services that will 
ultimately lead to major renovations 
at Town Hall. 

Daniele Haley, principal of the ar-
chitectural firm, noted Town Hall 
was constructed in approximately 
1900 and consists of roughly 11,200 
square feet. The project’s scope will 
improve the appearance and usability 
of the structure’s interior. The busi-
ness is partnering with SR/A for inte-
rior work and IMEG for 
engineering. Exterior work is not cur-
rently planned. 

Upgrades are expected to include 
a “more open entrance space with a 
new reconfigured staircase and a new 
elevator replacing an existing lift,” ac-
cording to Haley. 

A minimum of 14 individual of-
fices, two conference rooms, a consol-
idated kitchen and break room, and 
improved space utilization for council 
chambers are also anticipated.  

The Mayor and Council were 
pleased that renovations would in-
corporate a hydraulic elevator to en-
hance the building’s accessibility.  

“To hear that [Town Hall] will be-

come more compliant and that we 
will have something more efficient 
for our friends and neighbors who 
need handicap accessibility is very ex-
citing,” Councilmember Shaneka 
Nichols said.  

Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall noted 
that he would like to see departmen-
tal offices grouped so that individuals 
who often work together can easily 
communicate.  

“We know that, that elevator lift is 
not fast,” he said. “If you want to 
come up and meet with your team or 
another team…right now, that work-
flow of the building is not laid out 
well.”  

Improvements to the upstairs ac-
cess are also expected to remedy this 
issue.  

“We are treating this building as if 
we were going to gut the entire 
thing,” Haley said. “We are keeping 
the windows, exteriors, and general 
entrances, but we are treating it like 
a full renovation. Budget will drive 
some of that, but we plan to move 
walls and do what we must to make it 
functional.”  

Haley Architecture will survey the 
existing Town Hall conditions and 
prepare a plan to reorganize the 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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spaces to accommodate better staff 
and residents who frequent the build-
ing.  

The firm intends to outline a de-
sign for HVAC, plumbing, and fire 
protection limited to the “reuse and 
reconfiguration of existing systems” 
and supply bidding and construction 
administration.  

Per the firm’s scope, they will “pro-
vide design assistance for the new 
entry stair and design and detail 
modifications to the existing second-
floor structure to accommodate a 
larger opening for a new hydraulic el-
evator to replace the existing lift.”  

The SR/A interiors team may also 
provide FF&E (furniture, fixtures, 
and equipment) for $41,800.  

The schematic design phase, 
which will take two months and in-
clude the conceptual design draw-
ings, will incur a fee of $49,770. 

Design development is expected to 
last three months and is $57,800. 
Construction documents like project 
specifications and construction draw-
ings carry a price tag of $75,000 for 
four months of work.  

The bidding phase, which will in-
clude responding to contractor ques-
tions and preparing agenda 
information, will cost $19,700. Con-
struction administration, which will 
take eight months, will cost $67,400. 
The town will spend a total of 
$269,670 on Haley Architecture’s de-
sign and construction documents for 
the Town Hall project. 

Councilmember Jack Orris made a 
motion to approve Haley’s proposal 
with the caveat it includes the 
$269,670 in design and construction 
documents and the interior team’s 
optional addition of furnishings and 
design services for $41,800. The de-
cision passed unanimously.

Worcester County Library to 
celebrate Hispanic Heritage

(Aug. 29, 2024) The Worcester 
County Library is hosting an His-
panic Heritage Month celebration in 
September and October.  

The event will feature a series of 
programs and activities aimed at rec-
ognizing the cultural contributions of 
Hispanic and Latino Americans. 

National Hispanic Heritage Month 
originally began in 1968 as Hispanic 
Heritage Week and was expanded in 
1988 to cover a 30-day period, from 
Sept. 15 to Oct. 15.   

The celebration coincides with na-
tional independence of several Latin 
American countries. 

Throughout the month-long cele-
bration, the library will host a variety 
of events for all ages, including elec-
tric Flamenco, a musical journey 
around Central and South America, 

and arts and crafts. The events are 
designed to educate and inspire the 
community while highlighting the di-
versity and influence of Hispanic cul-
ture. 

“We are thrilled to celebrate His-
panic Heritage Month and provide a 
platform for honoring the cultures 
and traditions of the Hispanic com-
munity,” Adult Services Coordinator 
Elena Coelho said in a news release. 

All events are free and open to the 
public. A portion of the project is 
made possible by a grant from the 
Community Foundation of the East-
ern Shore. 

For a complete schedule of events 
and more information, visit worces-
terlibrary.org, or contact Elena 
Coelho at 443-783-6164 or 
ecoelho@worcesterlibrary.org.

Continued from Page 13

Town hall project moves ahead

FILE PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The Berlin Mayor and Council will spend more than $300,000 on architectural services to design 

a massive renovation to the Town Hall building.
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(Aug. 29, 2024) Becker Morgan 
Group has been officially selected for 
the architectural and engineering 
services for a new public works facil-
ity in Berlin. 

The town and the public works 
crew are excited about the creation of 
an improved building, which will be 
funded through a bond from the 
Maryland Department of Housing 
and Community Development. Of the 
$3.8 million bond, about $2.8 million 
is earmarked for the public works fa-
cility construction while $1 million is 
for electric meter replacement and 
upgrades.  

The current public works building, 
constructed in the 1960s off William 
Street and a mere 22 feet, was meant 
to be temporary. The new facility is 
set to be revamped using bigger, ex-
isting structures at Heron Park.  

Becker Morgan’s proposal details 
that the property includes four parcels. 
Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall said that the 
maintenance portion of public works 
will be developed on parcel 410 of 
Heron with the planned skate park. 
However, when the town and the con-
tractor begin to lay out the facility, they 
intend to look at the entire land holisti-
cally, including adjacent parcels like 191. 

“We have to take everything into 
consideration,” he said.  

The project budget is approximately 
$2.8 million. The existing building on 
the site to be used is 4,875 square feet, 
and a new addition is planned for 
12,000 square feet. The contractor will 
handle civil engineering services, 
which include upgrades of public util-
ities, and place solar panels either at 
grade or on the roof of the addition.  

The initiative outlined by Becker 
Morgan stipulates that the solar pan-
els are contingent on securing addi-
tional funding or grants.  

The contractor will also consider 
the necessary inclusions of office 
space, a wash bay, a garage, storage, 
and a classroom in the public works 
facility's creation.  

The conceptual design and surveying 
of the area to be completed by Becker 
Morgan Group, which will include col-
lecting topographic data and locating 
utilities, will cost a total fixed fee of 
$30,000. Throughout this process, the 
contractor will deliver conceptual site 
plans, floor plans, elevations, and engi-
neering narratives to the town.  

The total fees for the design and 
construction documents, including 
civil, architecture, MEP (mechanical, 
electrical, plumbing), and structural, 
are estimated to cost $220,000.  

Fixed fees for the design and con-
struction documents will be deter-
mined following the completion of 
the conceptual design.  
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New public works facility process continues

County fair date, location approved for ‘25  

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

(Aug. 29, 2024) Following the suc-
cess of this year’s Worcester County 
Fair, county leadership last week 
agreed to set dates for next year’s 
event at John Walter Smith Park.  

Earlier this month, Worcester 
County Recreation and Parks hosted 
its first Worcester County Fair. With 
the event now in the rearview mirror, 

officials came before the Worcester 
County Commissioners last week to fi-
nalize the 2025 fair dates of Aug. 8-10.  

“We have for your consideration 
the approval of the dates of the 2025 
Worcester County Fair,” Chief Admin-
istrative Officer Weston Young said.  

Earlier this year, it was announced 
that the county’s recreation and parks 
department would take charge in or-
ganizing the 2024 county fair. Depart-

ment heads reported that officials, see-
ing the success of other events recre-
ation and parks put on, had asked for 
assistance in revitalizing the event.  

The result was a new and improved 
Worcester County Fair, which relocated 
from Byrd Park in Snow Hill to John 
Walter Smith Park, home of Worcester 
County Recreation and Parks program-
ming. Held Aug. 9-11, the revamped fair 
featured familiar favorites – including 

agricultural exhibits, games and more 
– as well as new activities and an assort-
ment of live music, food and drinks. 
The new location also provided some 
benefit to fairgoers, as the county recre-
ation center had to be used that Friday 
on account of stormy weather. 

On the agenda last week for ap-
proval, the county commissioners 
voted 7-0 to set Aug. 8-10 as the offi-
cial dates for the 2025 Worcester 
County Fair. Recreation and Parks Di-
rector Kelly Rados acknowledged that 
a detailed report on this year’s fair – 
which will include the actual budget, 
attendance numbers and more – 
would be provided in the coming 
weeks.  

“Locking in these dates now will 
allow us to start the planning process 
earlier and lock-in vendors, entertain-
ment, sponsors, and new attractions 
and opportunities for next year,” 
Rados said in a memo to the commis-
sioners. “Our department plans to con-
tinue our relationship with the current 
Fair Board and working to help 
strengthen their board and 
member/volunteer base. We plan to 
have them to continue to serve in an 
advisory capacity in regard to planning 
of the Fair.” 

By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor
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Commissioners deny Alyosha 
dock lease request — again

(Aug. 29, 2024) County officials 
have denied a request from the con-
nections of the Alyosha to reconsider 
a lease at the West Ocean City Har-
bor.  

During an Aug, 20 meeting, the 
Worcester County Commissioners 
voted 6-1, with Commissioner Joe 
Mitrecic opposed, to deny a request 
from the owner of the Alyosha cata-
maran business to revisit a lease 
agreement at the West Ocean City 
commercial harbor. While the owner 
had offered to pay the county more 
money for a five-year lease, a major-
ity of the commissioners opposed the 
proposal. 

“I don’t think it’s the proper use of 
the area,” said Commissioner Jim 
Bunting, “and I move that we deny 
this request.” 

In 2019, the commissioners ap-
proved a five-year lease, which al-
lowed the connections of the Alyosha 
to dock in a 64-foot space that runs 
along the bulkhead at the county boat 
ramp. The lease provided the county 
$8,500 a year and gave it exclusive 
rights to sell advertising and corpo-
rate sponsorships on the catamaran. 

In early 2023, however, a majority 
of the commissioners opted to termi-
nate the agreement with the Alyosha, 
arguing that the area was better used 
by residents unloading their boats at 
the county ramp. Back on the agenda 
for discussion this week, Recreation 
and Parks Director Kelly Rados said 

the owner had approached the county 
once again to negotiate another five-
year lease at a higher rate. 

“The owner of the Alyosha had 
reached back out to us recently and is 
asking us to reconsider the lease that 
they had at the West Ocean City har-
bor,” she said. “He is requesting a 
long-term lease. He suggested five 
years. He mentioned that he is willing 
to pay significantly more than what 
his lease was in the past. In addition 
to docking, he would also need to 
allow his patrons to load and unload 
and park there at the parking lot.” 

When asked if the boat would be 
docked at the same location, Rados 
said her department had suggested 
publicly bidding out the governor’s 
dock. She said the boat could be bet-
ter suited for that location.  

“So that led us down that road as to 
what the governor’s dock rules are,” 
she said. “It is our understanding that 
the state had put up money originally 
for the harbor for that to be built. And 
either the state or the governor at that 
time had a yacht that they would use 
to dock there. I don’t know how old 
that agreement is. Since then, we have 
redone the West Ocean City Harbor 
using our own county funds. We’ve 
been trying to research a little bit to 
find documentation that outlines that 
agreement, and I have not been able 
to find one as of yet.” 

Bunting, however, continued to 
share his opposition to the boat’s use 
of the harbor. His motion to deny the 
request passed in a 6-1 vote.  

License board issues fines 
for underage sale violations

(Aug. 29, 2024) Licensing officials 
issued fines to several local busi-
nesses this month for selling alcohol 
to minors. 

During a series of hearings Aug. 
21, the Worcester County Board of Li-
cense Commissioners (BLC) handed 
down a letter of reprimand to the 
West Ocean City Royal Farms and is-
sued a total of $8,250 in fines to eight 
other establishments for alcohol sales 
to minors. The first violation re-
viewed this week occurred at Asian 
Cuisine, which received a $1,000 fine 
for failing a compliance check.  

“We are stipulating the offense oc-
curred, and we only wish to be heard 
on mitigation,” Mark Cropper, Asian 
Cuisine’s attorney, told the board.  

Cropper said the offense was the 
first recorded for the Ocean Pines-
based business. Connections for the 
restaurant said an employee had sold 
an underage police cadet alcohol 

without checking identification.  
When asked to provide an account 

of what had transpired, the employee 
said he had waited on a table that had 
what he believed to be a young child 
and an older woman. He said he mis-
takenly believed the woman to be 
over the age of 21. Sheriff’s Office 
Deputy Mark Shayne, however, dis-
puted the claim.  

“There was no young child at the 
table,” he told the board. “There was 
an 18-year-old at the table.” 

Employee Shirley Yeung, daughter 
of the license holder, said the em-
ployee had worked for the business 
10 years and was Techniques of Alco-
hol Management (TAM) certified. 
When asked how the employee re-
sponded to the infraction, Shayne 
replied,  “It was difficult to commu-
nicate for this incident.” 

BLC member Charles Nichols 
questioned how the employee had 
completed his TAM training. 

By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor

By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor

See FINES Page 18
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Carozza calls on board of 
public works to slow project 

(Aug. 29, 2024) Sen. Many Beth 
Carozza (R-38) has called on the 
Maryland Board of Public Works to 
postpone consideration of the US 
Wind’s Tidal Wetlands License Appli-
cation to build an industrial pier at 
the West Ocean City Harbor until and 
if the federal Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management issues a final decision 
regarding US Wind’s offshore wind 
energy project in Maryland.  

The proposed US Wind license 
calls for the construction of a 10,590 
square-foot concrete industrial pier 
with machinery and a portable crane 
as part of US Wind’s Operation and 
Maintenance Facility at the West 
Ocean City Harbor. 

“I have received numerous com-
ments of objection to this applica-
tion… both constituents and others 
from across Maryland who have 
voiced their deep concerns about the 
negative impact of the US Wind’s 
proposed industrial maintenance fa-
cility on the commercial fishing in-
dustry and overall region,” Carozza 
said in the letter to the board, sent 

Aug. 20. 
The letter added that the opera-

tions and maintenance facility 
“would dramatically and perma-
nently change our iconic West Ocean 
City Harbor from Maryland’s only 
commercial fishing harbor with ac-
cess to the Atlantic Ocean to a heavily 
industrialized and bottlenecked har-
bor.” 

“It only makes sense for the Board 
of Public Works to hold off consider-
ing US Wind’s license application 
until or if the federal government 
makes a final decision on US Wind’s 
offshore wind energy development 
plan off Maryland’s Coast,” the letter 
continued.  

Commercial fishing is a major eco-
nomic driver for Ocean City and the 
Eastern Shore region, as the letter 
points out. 

“The West Ocean City Harbor is 
the only commercial fishing harbor 
in Maryland with access to the At-
lantic Ocean and should be preserved 
to protect the many small business 
owners who depend on it,” the letter 
said. 

Members of the Maryland Board 
of Public Works consist of Gov. Wes 
Moore (D), Treasurer Dereck Davis, 
and Comptroller Brooke Lierman. 

Yeung said the employee had a 
better understanding of written Eng-
lish and that the restaurant’s employ-
ees had completed a written exam. 
When asked if such an exam was 
bonafide, TAM instructor Lois Twil-
ley said classes often varied by in-
structor.  

“It’s left to the comptroller's office 
to approve whatever classes,” she 
said.  

After further discussion, the board 
issued a $1,000 fine to Asian Cuisine.  

The BLC this week also issued a 
letter of reprimand to the West Ocean 
City Royal Farms, which recorded its 
first alcohol sales violation in 10 
years, and levied a $250 fine to 
Newark Station. The store’s connec-
tions acknowledged the employee 
who had committed the infraction 
had been working for the store for 
less than a year and had no prior vio-
lations.  

“This is a wakeup call,” the store’s 
attorney told the board. “It was a 
clean deal, and we’re sorry for it.” 

The BLC on Wednesday also fined 
the Duck In, located in Pocomoke, 
$500 for its alcohol violation, and 
Pizza Tugo’s, located in West Ocean 
City, $1,000. In the Pizza Tugo’s case, 
the server told the board she had 
checked the underage cadet’s identi-
fication but had mistakenly believed 

her to be over the age of 21.  
“She asked for a beer, I carded her, 

and I did my math wrong …,” she 
said. “It’s 100 percent on me.” 

Other violations included the 
Newtown Market in Pocomoke, 
which received a $500 fine, the Super 
Soda in Snow Hill, which received a 
$1,500 fine, and Berlin Liquor, which 
received a $1,500 fine. At the Berlin 
Liquor, connections acknowledged 
that the employee had failed to scan 
the underage cadet’s identification.  

“You had a system in place, and it 
wasn’t used,” said BLC member 
Marty Pusey.  

Lastly, the BLC issued a $2,000 
fine to Marlin Market, located off 
Stephen Decatur Highway. The re-
cent violation marks the third infrac-
tion recorded since 2019, but the 
license holder said changes have been 
made to the store’s point of sale sys-
tem.  

“Immediately after that violation 
we took away the capability of 
cashiers to manually punch a date in 
…,” he explained. “The only way to 
make a sale is to scan the ID.” 

The license holder also acknowl-
edged the employee who had com-
mitted the violation had been 
terminated.  “He claimed he made a 
mistake,” he said of the employee’s 
actions. “It’s an oversight he’s very re-
gretful of.” 

Continued from Page 17

Fines handed out for violations

Senator requests postpone 
of US Wind tidal wetlands 
license decision in WOC
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420 
12742 Ocean Gateway, West Ocean City 
 
21ST BEER & WINE MARKET 
2100 Philadelphia Avenue, Ocean City 
 
56TH ST MARKET 
5601 Coastal Hwy Ste 3, Ocean City 
 
64TH STREET MARKET (Rick's Market) 
6403 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
 
7 ELEVEN 
11055 Race Track Rd, Ocean City 
 
7 ELEVEN 23366A 2546 
5809 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
7 ELEVEN STORE 19354H 
13900 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
 
7 ELEVEN STORE 24093 B 
9404 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
7 ELEVEN STORE 26106A/1406 
106 N Division St, Ocean City 
 
7-ELEVEN 41268H 
11624 Ocean Gateway, Berlin 
 
7-ELEVEN STORE #23819A 
11911 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
 
85TH STREET WINE RACK 
8501 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
 
94TH STREET BEER & WINE 
9213 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
 
9TH STREET MARKET 
4 North 9th Street, Ocean City 
 
ACME #293 
9507 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
ANTHONYS LIQUORS 
3300 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
ASSATEAGUE MARKET 
7643 Stephen Decatur Highway, Berlin 
 
ASSAWOMAN ALE SHOPPE 
5201 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
 
ATLANTIC BEVERAGE CENTER 
5001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
 
BEACHWEAR OUTLET 
701 Atlantic Ave, Ocean City 
 
BEER BELLIES 
11629 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
BERLIN FOOD MART (UNCLE WILLIES) 
11629 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
BOARDWALK CONVENIENCE STORE 
613 N Boardwalk Unit 1, Ocean City 
 
BUCKS 
11848 Assateague Rd, Berlin 
 
CAFE VAPE 
11805 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
CASEYS CORNER 
12523 Ocean Gateway, Ocean City 
 
CBD SUPPLY MD 
11805 Coastal Hwy Ste S, Ocean City 
 
CHICKEN MAN 
429 W Market St, Snow Hill 
 
CITGO-RACEWAY 
11247 Ocean Gateway, Berlin 
 
CLARION RESORT FONTAINEBLEAU 
10100 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
 
CLOUD 9 VAPE 
1806 Philadelphia Ave, Ocean City 
 
COOL TOPICS 
500 South Atlantic Avenue Store 2, Ocean City

DAMOKEE 
11022 Nicholas Lane Unit 3, Ocean Pines 
 
DINE & DASH CASINO BAR 
10218 Racetrack Road Attn: Wendy Burton, Berlin 
 
DOLLAR GENERAL 16880 
11234 Five L Dr, Berlin 
 
RITA'S WORLD/LIQUOR WINE BEER
11007 Manklin Creek Rd, Berlin 
 
DOLLAR GENERAL STORE 1636 
5600 Market Street, Snow Hill 
 
DOLLAR GENERAL STORE 372 
511 Linden Ave, Pocomoke City 
 
DOUBLE EAGLE GOLF 
11605 Masters Lane, Ocean Pines 
 
DUCK IN 
607 Lynnhaven Drive, Pocomoke City 
 
DUCK INN II 
5610 East Market Street, Snow Hill 
 
EXXON FRIENDSHIP 
10709 Grays Corner Rd, Berlin 
 
EZ FOOD STORE 
716 Philadelphia Ave, Ocean City 
 
FOOD LION #2614 
11007 Manklin Creek Road #2, Berlin (OP) 
 
FOOD LION 397 
9935 Stephen Decatur Hwy, Ocean City 
 
FOOD LION 658 
10126 Old Ocean Blvd, Berlin 
 
FRONTIER TOWN RV RESORT CAMPSTORE 
8428 Stephen Decatur Highway, Berlin 
 
GOLD COAST BEER AND WINE 
11401A Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
 
GRAND RESORT WEAR 
2121 Atlantic Avenue, Ocean City 
 
HIGGINS CRAB HOUSE NORTH 
12801 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
ISLAND OUTFITTERS 
11700 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
 
JACOBS MINIT MARKET 
3107 Philadelphia Avenue, Ocean City 
 
K & K BEACH ACCESSORIES   
BY EVEREST CARRYOUT 
714 Philadelphia Ave, Ocean City 
 
KADDY MART 
426 W Market Street, Snow Hill 
 
KRSNA (CIGAR WORLD & CIGARETTES) 
10818 Ocean Gateway Unit D, Berlin 
 
LINKS AT LIGHTHOUSE SOUND 
12723 St Martins Neck Rd, Bishopville 
 
LIZZYS BEACH STORE 
201 N Atlantic Ave, Ocean City 
 
MARLIN MARKET 
9636 Stephen Decatur Hwy, Ocean City 
 
MAYTALK 
607 Atlantic Ave Unit 103, Ocean City 
 
MD PIERCING 
901 Atlantic Ave Unit 2, Ocean City 
 
MITCHELLS MARKET 
401 Philadelphia Avenue, Ocean City 
 
MARLIN MARKET 
9636 Stephen Decatur Hwy, Ocean City 
 
MITCHELLS MARKET 
827 Second Street, Pocomoke City 
 
MONTEGO BAY SUPER THRIFT 
12903 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City

NEW YORK NEW YORK 
101 N Atlantic Ave Unit 2, Ocean City 
 
NEWARK STATION 
7167 Worcester Highway, Newark 
 
NY PIERCING 
409 Atlantic Ave Store 103, Ocean City 
 
OC CONVENIENCE STORE 
1201 Atlantic Avenue Unit 104, Ocean City 
 
OC COOL TOPICS 
9 N Atlantic Ave, Ocean City 
 
OC COOL TOPICS 
107 North Boardwalk Unit 3, Ocean City 
 
OC DOLLAR STORE 
203 N Philadelphia Ave, Ocean City 
 
OC FOOD MARKET 
300 S. Baltimore Avenue, Ocean City 
 
OC VAPE 
1101 Atlantic Ave, Ocean City 
 
OCEAN PINES GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 
239 Ocean Pkwy, Ocean Pines 
 
OCEAN REEF 
1701 Atlantic Avenue, Ocean City 
 
OCEAN TAPS 
13201 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
OCEANS MARKET 
14107 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
 
PANAMA JACK 
1701 Atlantic Avenue, Ocean City 
 
PICKLES PUB 
706 Philadelphia Avenue Suite 11, Ocean City 
 
PITT STOP BEER & WINE 
9040 Worcester Highway, Berlin 
 
RITA'S WORLD OF WINE 
11007 Manklin Creek Unit 8, Berlin (OP) 
 
RITE AID 319 
10119 Old Ocean City Blvd, Berlin 
 
RITE AID 3835 
11401 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
 
RITE AID 3837 
505 Linden Ave, Pocomoke City 
 
RITE AID 4917 
11011 Manklin Creek Road, Berlin (OP) 
 
RIVER RUN GOLF COURSE 
11605 Masters Lane, Berlin 
 
ROYAL FARMS #107 
12826 Ocean Gateway, Ocean City 
 
ROYAL FARMS 178 
10633 Ocean Gateway, Berlin 
 
RT 50 EXXON 
12827 Ocean Gateway, Ocean City 
 
RT 50 EXXON 
12177 Ocean Gateway, West Ocean City 
 
RUM POINTE SEASIDE GOLF LINKS 
7000 Rum Pointe La, Berlin 
 
RX TATTOO AND BODY PIERCING 
201 Atlantic Ave, Ocean City 
 
SEACRETS 
117 W 49th St, Ocean City 
 
SEASIDE DELI BEER AND WINE 
7207 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
 
SENOR CIGARS 
3314 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
SHAWARMA BOYS & GRILL 
5 Philadelphia Ave, Ocean City

SHELL-YOUR STORE MARKET 
10137 Old Ocean City Blvd, Berlin 
 
SHOP KWIK 
10140 Old Ocean City Blvd, Berlin 
 
SHOPPERS PARADISE 
1507 Atlantic Ave, Ocean City 
 
SHORE SIDE SHOP 2 
108 S Atlantic Ave, Ocean City 
 
SMITHS MARKET 
11740 Old Worcester Hwy, Showell 
 
SMOKE ON THE WATER 
9636 Stephen Decatur Highway Unit 4, Ocean City 
 
SMOKE RINGS INC. 
4425 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
SMOKEY CIGARS 
106 S Baltimore Ave, Ocean City 
 
SNOW HILL FOOD RITE 
308 East Market Street Unit 2, Snow Hill 
 
SPORTS ETC USA 
13 North Atlantic Avenue, Ocean City 
 
SUMMER BREEZE 
1701 Atlantic Avenue, Ocean City 
 
SUN OUTDOORS/ GENERAL STORE 
11224 Dale Road, Whaleyville 
 
SUNGLASS STORE 
401 South Atlantic Avenue, Ocean City 
 
SUNSATIONS 
9307 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
SUNSATIONS 
11803 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
SUNSATIONS 
12501 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
SUNSATIONS 
12728 Coastal Gtwy Ste 2, Ocean City 
 
SUNSATIONS 
14007 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
SUNSATIONS 
2408 Philadelphia Ave, Ocean City 
 
SUNSATIONS 
4601 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
SUNSATIONS 
5701 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
SUNSATIONS 
7605 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
SUNSET PROVISIONS 
12821 Sunset Ave Suite A, Ocean City 
 
TLV KITCHEN 
2109 Philadelphia Ave, Ocean City 
 
USA PIERCING 
2119 Atlantic Avenue Unit 10, Ocean City 
 
VILLAGE MARKET SPIRITS 
1816 Philadelphia Ave, Ocean City 
 
WAL MART STORES 2514 
2132 Old Snow Hill Road, Pocomoke City 
 
WAL MART STORES 2560 
11416 Ocean Gateway, Berlin 
 
WALGREENS 11951 
11085 Cathell Rd, Berlin (OP) 
 
WAWA FOOD MARKET 566 
12001 Coastal Hwy, Ocean City 
 
WEAVER BROS CARRYOUT 
1503 Philadelphia Ave, Ocean City 
 
WEST-O BOTTLESHOP 
12611 Ocean Gateway #3, Ocean City

Worcester County Tobacco Retailers Care About Our Kids!  
The Worcester County Health Department and the Worcester County Sheriff s Department work together to prevent the sale, distribution, and consumption of tobacco products by those 
under age 21. Out of the 155 tobacco retailers in Worcester County, all 155 establishments were randomly visited between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024, by local law enforcement for 
the purpose of attempting to buy tobacco products by an underage cadet. The following tobacco retailers had an employee who requested an ID and refused to sell tobacco to a person 
under the age of 21. Please join the Worcester County Health Department and the Worcester County Sheriff s Department in congratulating these establishments. Please stop in and say 
“Thank You” to:

It is illegal for a retailer to sell any tobacco product—including cigarettes, cigars, and e-cigarettes—to anyone under 21.  
The federal minimum age of sale applies to all retail establishments and persons with no exceptions.

THANKS FOR HELPING US CLEAR THE AIR… STAY TOBACCO FREE! 
 

Visit us at worcesterhealth.org • Call to Quit:410-632-1100 ext. 1102 
Funded by the Maryland CRF Tobacco Program 
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Worcester County’s schools 
outperform majority in state

(Aug. 29, 2024) The Maryland 
State Department of Education has 
released statewide performance data 
that shows Worcester County Public 
Schools outperforming the majority 
of school systems in the state across 
content areas. 

According to a news release, dur-
ing the State Board of Education 
meeting Tuesday, Superintendent 
Carey Wright and staff provided an 
update on student performance on 
state assessments administered in 
the spring in English/language arts 
(ELA) and mathematics. Statewide, 
assessment results showed Mary-
land’s students experienced modest 
gains in both areas.  

In Worcester County, student per-
formance on the spring ELA assess-
ments topped all other school 
systems in Maryland with 69.4% of 

students scoring as proficient or 
higher, 21 percentage points above 
the state average of 48.4%, and 
nearly five percentage points above 
the next local education agency 
(LEA). A particular highlight are 
Worcester County’s middle school-
aged students who tested in the 
spring. Countywide, sixth graders’ 
proficiency grew across all schools, 
with Snow Hill Middle School’s sev-
enth graders seeing one of the 
strongest gains with a nearly 11 per-
centage-point increase over the prior 
year.  

Statewide, mathematics perform-
ance data saw a nominal gain over 
last year with 24.1% of students 
reaching proficiency across all tested 
areas. But Worcester County topped 
the state by over 15 percentage points 

Annual ‘community schools’ 
program reviewed for board 

(Aug. 29, 2024) Worcester County 
Public School officials outlined the 
benefits and process of creating com-
munity schools. 

As defined by the Maryland State 
Department of Education, commu-
nity schools “work in collaboration 
with community partners, local gov-
ernments, and other stakeholders to 
identify and address structural and 
institutional barriers to achieve-
ment.” 

Coordinator of Student, Family, 
and Community Nicole Selby and Co-
ordinator of School Health Services 
Lauren Williams spearheaded the 
Aug. 20 presentation. Williams em-
phasized that a community school is 
a “mindset, framework, and … a way 
that we can make partnerships with 
other folks who have similar missions 
that want to help support youth and 
families.”  

Pocomoke High School, for in-
stance, partners with Chesapeake 
Healthcare for onsite physicals and 
urgent care appointments. According 
to Williams, the service has led to stu-
dents missing less classroom instruc-
tion as they can be quickly diagnosed, 
medicated with parental consent, or 
immediately sent home to rest.  

In the approaching school year, 
Buckingham Elementary and Snow 
Hill Middle Schools will officially be 
community schools for the first time. 
Expectations for the facilities in the 

2024-2025 academic cycle include 
conducting a needs assessment to be 
submitted to MSDE by May 30, a col-
laborative process to identify the gaps 
in learning institutions and hiring 
and training a community school li-
aison.  

PHS is going into its second year 
as a community school. Cedar Chapel 
Special School, Pocomoke Elemen-
tary, and Pocomoke Middle are en-
tering their third cycles.  

Williams said that creating com-
munity schools has been ongoing for 
three years, as the Blueprint for 
Maryland’s Future, a plan that aims 
to transform the state’s public educa-
tion through increased funding, has 
prioritized and provided financial aid 
for the program.  

Per MSDE requirements, a part-
nership liaison must be hired for each 
community school. This individual’s 
role is to talk to students, teachers, 
and parents, via survey or in person, 
and identify the services the facility 
needs to remove achievement barri-
ers. They will then reach out to local 
businesses and agencies that may be 
able to provide support.  

Worcester County is creating a 
Community Schools Advisory Com-
mittee to further the teamwork aspect 
of the program. The group will meet 
quarterly to review reports, provide 
feedback, and share where they see 
needs and partnerships that will ben-
efit the schools. The first get-together 
is scheduled for November.  

“All students flourish in thriving 
school communities,” Williams said. 
“We do that by building connections 
and identifying other folks doing sim-
ilar work to support our families.” 

New members this year to 
include Buckingham Elem., 
Pocomoke Middle schools
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See DATA Page 22
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in mathematics with 39.3% of stu-
dents reaching proficiency across all 
assessments and following Howard 
County by less than two percentage 
points.  

All seventh graders in Worcester 
County experienced growth from last 
year’s proficiency levels with SHMS 
once again standing out with double 
digit gains, nearly 11 percentage 
points of growth over 2023.  

Stephen Decatur Middle School 
was the top middle school in the en-
tire state of Maryland in the Math 08 
assessment with nearly 56% of eighth 
graders reaching proficiency. When 
examining eighth grade mathematics 
holistically at SDMS, between the 
Math 08 and Algebra I assessments, 
62% of all eighth graders reached 
proficiency. 

“Today’s results are a testament to 
the hard work of our students and the 
unwavering dedication of our teach-
ers, educational support staff, and 
leaders,” Superintendent of Schools 
Lou Taylor said in the release. “It is 
certainly validating that our scores 
are consistently leading the state. Our 
collective efforts are making an im-
pact, and I hope our community is 
proud to see this positive progress for 
our students.”

Data confirms 
student success
Continued from Page 21

This graphic shows 

Worcester County topped 

the state by over 15 

percentage points in 

mathematics with 39.3% 

of students reaching 

proficiency across all 

assessments and 

following Howard County 

by less than two 

percentage points. 

Two graphics show data 

from the Maryland State 

Department of 

Education’s latest 

assessment. This graphic 

depicts that Worcester 

County student 

performance on the 

spring ELA assessments 

topped all other school 

systems in Maryland 

with 69.4% of students 

scoring proficient or 

higher, 21 percentage 

points above the state 

average of 48.4%, and 

nearly five percentage 

points above the next 

local education agency. 
GRAPHICS COURTESY  

MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT 
OF EDUCATION
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(Aug. 29, 2024) The Maryland 
Lottery and the state’s casinos, 
sportsbooks and daily fantasy sports, 
including those at Ocean Downs, 
combined to contribute $1.585 billion 
to the state in Fiscal Year 2024, for 
the second-largest, single-year trans-
fer to date. 

According to a news release from 
Maryland Lottery and Gaming, the 
number missed fiscal 2023’s $1.589 
billion revenue total by just 0.25%. 

Casino gaming contributions to 
the state were $824 million, lottery 
profits were $699.6 million, and 
sports wagering and daily fantasy 
sports combined to contribute $61.3 
million. 

The lottery, casinos, sports wager-
ing and daily fantasy sports con-
tributed an average of $4.3 million 
per day to state programs and serv-
ices in fiscal 2024. 

 “We had an exceptional perform-
ance in Fiscal Year 2023, so we came 
into FY2024 facing a challenging 
year-over-year comparison,” Mary-
land Lottery and Gaming Director 
John Martin said in the release. 
“Nonetheless, we had another strong 
year on a number of fronts. The Lot-
tery added a new daily game, and the 
sports wagering market continued to 
expand. We’re proud of our role in 
generating funds for important state 
programs.” 

All lottery, casino and sports wa-
gering facts and figures are available 
online at mdgaming.com. 

In total, lottery sales were $2.732 
billion, down 1.2% from fiscal 2023. 
Scratch-off ticket sales led at $1.061 
billion, surpassing the $1 billion mark 
for the third consecutive year. 

Casino gaming generated a total 
$1.964 billion in revenue from slot 
machines and table games, the third-
best single-year total and a decrease 
of 4.7% compared to fiscal 2023. 

After launching in December 2021, 
Maryland’s sports wagering market 
continued to expand in fiscal 2024 by 
offering mobile wagering for the en-
tire fiscal year for the first time. The 
state’s first mobile sports wagering 
platforms were active for just seven 
months of fiscal 2023.  

All sports wagering operators con-
tribute 15% of their taxable win to the 
Blueprint for Maryland’s Future 
Fund, which supports public educa-
tion programs. In fiscal 2024, the 
contributions were $60.3 million. Ex-
pired sports wagering prizes support 
responsible gaming programs and to-
taled $985,862 for the year. 

The operators of fantasy competi-
tions (including daily fantasy sports) 
also contribute 15% of revenues to the 
Blueprint for Maryland’s Future 
Fund. In fiscal 2024, the contribu-
tions totaled $983,819.

Maryland’s total 
gambling revenue 
dips in fiscal ‘24 
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PHOTO COURTESY ATLANTIC GENERAL HOSPITAL FOUNDATION 
Members of the Atlantic General Hospital Foundation are pictured presenting a check for $1.5 million to Atlantic General Hospital for the purchase of new MRI equipment.

AGH celebrates donation for MRI equipment 
(Aug. 29, 2024) The Atlantic Gen-

eral Hospital Foundation recently 
presented a check for $1.5 million to 
Atlantic General Hospital, a celebra-
tory gesture to commemorate com-
munity donor support that has 
allowed the healthcare facility to buy 
a new SIGNA Artist Evo MRI solution 
for its imaging department.  

According to a news release, the 

new system will use the magnet from 
the facility’s existing MRI unit and re-
duce the environmental impact of a 
complete replacement. The magnet 
will be paired with a wider bore to re-
duce the risk of claustrophobia and 
GE Healthcare’s AIRTM Recon DL 
technology, which produces better 
image quality than typical 1.5T MRI 
systems and reduces scan times. 

“We are incredibly grateful to the 
community for continuing to support 
Atlantic General Hospital and Health 
System. Our current MRI unit is 
reaching end of life, and we would 
not have been able to make this in-
vestment for our patients without 
donor contributions,” Don Owrey, 
the president and CEO of Atlantic 

General Hospital said in the release. 
“In addition to the patient comforts 
afforded by a more spacious bore and 
shorter scan times, the new system is 
MARS capable, so we will be able to 
accommodate scans for individuals 
with metal implants as well.” 

The SIGNA Artist Evo MRI system 
is set for installation this fall. 

Della’s Closet ribbon cutting 
for new facility slated Sept. 7 

(Aug. 29, 2024) Della’s Closet will 
be opening its doors to the public at a 
ribbon-cutting event set from noon to 
4 p.m., Sept. 7 at the nonprofit’s new 
facility in Pocomoke City. 

The event will be co-hosted by the 
Pocomoke Area and the Worcester 
County chambers of commerce, and 
will feature food and beverages for 
kids and adults, games and door 
prizes, as well as guided tours of the 
building at 1603 Market Street.  

The organization will also be holding 
a clothing drive during the event — with 

a focus on winter coats and fall/winter 
clothing — and requests that each at-
tendee bring an item for donation. 

Della’s Closet is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization with a goal to pro-
vide services to children in foster care 
and families in need in Worcester, 
Somerset, Wicomico counties, as well 
as Accomack County, Virginia. 

Services include: 
• Providing donated or purchased 

clothing – as well as diapers and toi-
letries – to children and their families 

See PUBLIC Page 25

WINTER BOAT STORAGE 
410-213-2296

Boat Storage, Winterizing & Shrink Wrap 
Available for all Makes & Models

OPEN YEAR ROUND!

HARBOR MARINE

410-213-2296 
www.harbormarineoc.com 

Trailer & Boat Storage 
by the Day, Week, Month or Season

12731 Sunset Avenue • Located 1 Block from the  
Worcester County Boat Ramp in West Ocean City

Family Owned & Operated for 46 Years
JUST-RITE MARINE INC. 

410-641-9961 • JUSTRITEMARINEINC.COM 
MIKE@JUSTRITEMARINE.COM 

MD MARINE 083(E) • MHIC 71561 • OC 30542 • DE 2019101403

JUST-RITE MARINE INC. 
410-641-9961 • JUSTRITEMARINEINC.COM 

MIKE@JUSTRITEMARINE.COM 
MD MARINE 083(E) • MHIC 71561 • OC 30542 • DE 2019101403

VINYL BULKHEADS 
RIP-RAP PIERS • DOCKS 

BOATLIFT PILING • DREDGING 
SKID STEER SERVICES

Boat Lifts & PWC Sales, Installs & Repairs
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• Offering games, toys, and other 
gifts for foster kids on birthdays and 
other holidays 

• Distributing personalized lug-
gage for children in foster care 

• Donating “first night bags” con-
taining food, clothing, personal 
items, and other necessities to chil-
dren moving to new foster homes 

• Providing office and meeting space 
to other local charitable organizations 

The organization is accepting dona-
tions of new or gently used clothing for 
children and young people of all sizes, 
as well as new toys and games. Clients 
also need diapers in assorted sizes and 
toiletries for boys and girls of all ages.  

The organization also accepts 
monetary and in-kind donations 
from individuals and community or-
ganizations. Checks are to be made 
payable to: Della’s Closet, P.O. Box 
268, Pocomoke, MD 21851 

Learn more at DellasCloset.org. 

Public asked to 
bring donations
Continued from Page 24

Lower Shore Land 
Trust welcomes 
new staff member 

(Aug. 29, 2024) The Lower Shore 
Land Trust recently welcomed Tasha 
Haight as the organization’s new 
communications coordinator. 

Haight has a masters of business 
administration degree from Loyola 
University Maryland and a passion for 
conservation. She owns Mermaid 
Tasha LLC, a mermaid entertainment 
business, and has published several 

conservation-focused 
children's books in the 
Mermaid Tasha series.  

Lower Shore Land 
Trust assists landown-
ers who want to protect, 
in perpetuity, habitat 
necessary to sustain a 
diverse and healthy 
wildlife population, 

working agricultural lands, natural 
buffers that maintain water quality, and 
preserve scenic vistas and landscapes 
surrounding sites of historical and cul-
tural importance. The organization 
works to ensure that sufficient lands re-
main to support forestry and agriculture 
as viable industries on the Lower East-
ern Shore.  

In her new role, Haight  will help im-
plement and promote annual events, 
such as the Flannel Formal on Nov. 9. 
She will also work closely with network 
partnerships, such as Delmarva Birding 
Weekends for the OktoBIRDFest. She 
will start more engaging communica-
tion channels with local community 
members and land trust supporters 
through blogs and podcasts as well.  

More information can be found 
online at LowerShoreLandTrust.org. 

Tasha Haight

WE BUY & SELL COINS,  
CURRENCY, SILVER & PLATINUM

Immediate Evaluations & Payment - 1 Piece or Entire Collection

9936 STEPHEN DECATUR HWY • RT 50 & 611  FOOD LION SHOPPING CENTER  WOC 
410-213-7505  • 800-882-8827 • KOZMAJEWELERS.COM   Lic. No. 2294 

D.A. Kozma Jewelry & Coins 
BUYING & SELLING GOLD, SILVER, COINS & CURRENCY

We specialize in creating custom-designed jewelry that is as unique as you are. 
Create a custom piece, update your current jewelry, or simply explore our collection.

GOLD IS AT AN ALL-TIME HIGH!

Your Custom Design Jewelers Since 1978

D.A. Kozma Jewelers
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(Aug. 29, 
2024) Taylor 
Bank recently 
announced a 
series of lead-
ership pro-
motions and 
a new hire. 

They are 
as follows: 

• Peyton Goslee — hired 
as manager of the West Ocean 
City Branch  

• Sherry Tarr — pro-
moted from vice president 
and relationship officer to re-
gional manager for the South-
ern Region 

• Heather Godwin — 
promoted from vice president 
and relationship officer to regional 
manager for the Northern Region  

• Ray Daisey — promoted from 
manager of the Pocomoke Branch to 
vice president 

• Lauren Ruhl — promoted to 
assistant vice president and director 
of human resources 

• Kayleigh Yarris — promoted 
to market branch manager and rela-
tionship officer for the Ocean View 
and North Ocean City branches 

• Cherokee Stapleton — pro-

moted to manager of the Ocean Pines 
Branch  

“Each individual is a vital member 
of the Taylor Bank team, and I am 
thrilled to see them excel in their new 
or expanded roles,” Raymond M. 
Thompson, president and CEO of 
Taylor Bank, said in a news release. 
“Their combined knowledge and ex-
perience will help Taylor Bank con-
tinue its legacy as a leading 
community bank in the Delmarva re-
gion.”

Lauren Ruhl

Sherry TarrPeyton Goslee Heather Godwin Ray Daisey

Kayleigh Yarris C. Stapleton

Community bank announces 
promotions, additional hires

Local authors plan stops at 
upcoming farmers markets

(Aug. 29, 2024) The Ocean Pines 
Farmers & Artisans Market is hosting 
a Local Authors Book Tour with 14 
local authors for a special showcase 
over several weeks. 

The event will run on three up-
coming Saturdays, Aug. 31, and Sept. 
14 and 28. 

Market visitors can meet and chat 
with each author, buy books, and get 
them signed. Participating authors 
represent a variety of genres, includ-
ing children’s fiction, horror, mys-
tery, faith-based works, romance, 
historical fiction and poetry. 

Market Manager David Bean said 
in a news release that each author 
brings a unique story and perspective 
to the greater Ocean Pines Commu-
nity.  

“We are thrilled to host this in-
credible lineup of local authors,” he 
said. “There’s something for every-
one, and it’s a perfect opportunity to 
meet the talent behind these works 
and discover new favorites.” 

The schedule is as follows: 
 • 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Aug. 31 — 

Grace Murdock (Children’s), Kather-
ine Ruskey (Children’s), Shelly 
Lovelace (Romance), K.L. Mont-
gomery (Mystery/Romance) and 
Robert Nock (Historical Fiction) 

• 9 a.m. to noon, Sept. 14 — Jay 
Veloso Batista (Historical Fantasy & 
Sci-Fi), Denise Harper (Faith-Based), 
Aileen Rodrigues Price (Faith-
Based), Amber Nicole (Main-
stream/Women’s Fiction) and Maria 
Coccodrilli (Children’s) 

• 9 a..m to noon, Sept. 28 — 
Diana McDonough (Historical/Cre-
ative Fiction), Alyssa Hazel (Horror), 
Danisha Tate (Children’s), Shakira 
Henderson (Poetry) 

For more information on the Ocean 
Pines Farmers & Artisans Market, visit 
oceanpines.org/web/pages/farmers-
artisans-market.  

Jay Veloso Batista

Denise Harper

Maria Coccodrilli

Book tour to highlight 14 
writers over next three    
Saturdays in Ocean Pines

Join us for in-person services 
Fridays at 7pm 

Saturdays August 17 & 31 at 10am

12417 Ocean Gateway, Suite 20, Herring Creek Professional Ctr. 
West Ocean City

Open Tues – Fri 10am 5pm & Sat Call for Hours• 410 213 8266

Original Paintings, Photographs & Art Prints 
by Local Artists Make Great Gifts!

Quality Custom Picture Framing 
Fair Prices ALWAYS! 

Shop and Compare!•Personal Attention to Detail  
Wood Mouldings • Conservation Framing • Archival Mats • UV Glass 

The Framing Corner

Delaware Learning Institute is now

The Salon Professional Academy
Nothing is changing about the school you know and love - 

it’s all about our updated name and look.

Classes Now Forming
Now Taking Transfer Students

“Duchess for a Day”
only $43

Enjoy a haircut, facial, manicure, pedicure,
conditioning treatment and blow dry.

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
Coupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials .  Expires 9/30/24

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
Coupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials .  Expires 9/30/24

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
Coupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials .  Expires 9/30/24

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
Coupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials .  Expires 9/30/24

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
Coupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials .  Expires 9/30/24

$5 OFF
Full Set of Acrylic Nails

$5 OFF
Spray Tan

Free Hair Roller Set
with Any Color Service

$5 OFF
Hydroderm Facial Treatment

NEW

• Cosmetology
• Master Barbering
• Teacher Training

• Aesthetics
• Manicuring
• Advanced Education

Next Class Starts 9/3/24
Call (302) 207-4021 for more information

Call Today to Book
Your Appointment!

All the same services
as your favorite

salon/spa at a fraction
of the cost.

All services are performed
under the supervision of

Delaware Licensed Instructors.

32448 Royal Blvd., Suite A
Dagsboro, DE 19939

302.732.6704
www.tspadelaware.com

Financial Aid available to those who qualify
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SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The cover of Ocean Pines resident Kurt 

Chavarie’s third book, Breaking the Fence: 

Living in the Light, Ending the Legacy of Abuse,” 

is pictured. 

Formerly illiterate 
author’s 3rd book 
offered for sale

(Aug. 29, 2024) Ocean Pines resi-
dent and author Kurt Chavarie has 
released another book about his life 
and experiences that is available now 
for purchase. 

A formerly illiterate alcoholic, 
Chavarie learned to read and write at 
the age of 30 and turned the skills 
first into a book of poems, and then a 
collection of stories about his life 
journey —  “Jumping the Fence: A 
Journey from Darkness to Light” — 
that was published in 2011. His third 
book, “Breaking the Fence: Living in 
the Light, Ending the Legacy of 
Abuse,” is a continuation of “Jump-
ing the Fence” that was released July 
28.  

In an email, Chavarie described 
the new book as “a collection of sto-
ries engaging the reader in mystery, 
romance, horror, comedy and 
thrilling adventure.” He said the book 
can transport the reader into various 
experience, emotions and visions 
through what he called the “incredi-
ble journey of one man’s soul with 
faith, hope and love and compan-
ions.”  

“Breaking the Fence” is available 
on Amazon.com and at Barnes and 
Noble. Signed copies are available at 
Chavarie’s home. He can be reached 
at 443-365-0786. Book signings with 
local book stores and Barnes and 
Noble in Salisbury will also be sched-
uled.  

FILL
35129 Atlantic Ave,Millville, DE

@thevarietyshopde
302-542-8393

Welcome to The Variety Shop

Where Coastal Living & Craftsmanship Collide

• Discover our curated collection of custom, handcrafted 
furniture, made in the USA. Featuring new and reclaimed 
wood with modern coastal designs

• Unique Home Decor and Wall Art 
• Let us assist you in creating your custom space

Open Wed-Sat 10-6 • Sun 10-4 • Mon by Chance • Closed Tues

Your Custom Furniture Connection 

Labor Day Sale
10-20% Off Furniture - through Sept. 8th

Great selection of Outdoor Poly Furniture 

PRINT 
WEB

oceancitytoday.com • baysideoc.com



Page 28 Bayside Gazette August 29, 2024

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to  
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.Opinion

EDITOR ............................................ Stewart Dobson 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR ................................ Steve Green 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR .......................... Bethany Hooper 
DIGITAL EDITOR ........................ Mallory Panuska Ames 
STAFF WRITER ..........................................Tara Fischer 
ACCOUNT MANAGERS ........ Mary Cooper, Renée Kelly,  
..................................................................Terri French 

CLASSIFIEDS/LEGALS ........................ Pamela Green 
ART DIRECTOR ...................................... Cole Gibson 
SENIOR PAGE DESIGNER ........................ Susan Parks 
SENIOR AD DESIGNER.............................. Kelly Brown  
PUBLISHER........................................ Christine Brown 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT ...................... Gini Tufts

The Bayside Gazette is published weekly by FLAG Publications, Inc. 
11934 Ocean Gateway, Suite 6, Ocean City, Md. 21842.  

The Bayside Gazette is available by subscription at $90/year or $45/6 mos.  
Visit us on the Web at www.baysideoc.com.

11934 Ocean Gateway, Suite 6, Ocean City, Md. 21842 
Phone: 410-723-6397 / Fax: 410-723-6511. 

Copyright 2024

(Aug. 29, 2024) The 
Ocean Pines Golf Club on 
Aug. 23, played host to the 
annual Ernie Stiles Memo-
rial Bavarian Hops Golf 
Scramble. 

The 17th installment of 
the event paid homage to the 

late Ernie Stiles, who 
founded it in the early 2000s 
as a fundraiser for local 
charities.  

During the tournament, 
players teed off to play nine 
holes. 

Ed Kessler earned the 
“hops hat” with his closest-
to-the-pin shot of 2 feet, 3 
inches, on the seventh hole 
and also made birdie. 

Proceeds this year of 

$1,336 went to Diakonia and 
a $1,286 donation went to 
the Worcester County Hu-
mane Society.  

The tournament has 
raised more than $35,000 
for local charities since its 
inception.  

Organizers Patty Curtin 
and Don McMullen thanked 
the golfers and in-kind do-
nations from patrons that 
made the event possible.

Hops Scramble raises over $2,600 

(Aug. 29, 2024) The 
Maryland Department of 
Transportation State High-
way Administration is ex-
pected to begin resurfacing 
Route 113 Business (Market 
Street) from Route 12 
(Church Street) to Timmons 
Street near Snow Hill this 
week.  

The project should be 
completed by December, 
weather permitting.   

Crews were expected 
Wednesday to begin milling 
(removing the top layer of 
asphalt) of the road to pre-
pare for paving. Work will 
continue 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
weekdays. During work 
hours, motorists can expect 
single-lane closures and 
flagging operations.     

According to a news re-
lease, Contractor Allan 
Myers of Dover, Delaware, 
will use arrow boards, cones, 
and flaggers to safely guide 
motorists through the work 
zone. Drivers should expect 
major traffic impacts with 

significant delays during 
work hours.   

The release said state 
highway crews work hard to 
maintain safe traffic mobil-
ity in work zones. Drivers 
need to stay alert, focus on 
driving, and look for reduced 
speed limits and other traffic 
pattern changes. 

Hot asphalt may require 
up to two hours to cool be-
fore drivers and pedestrians 
can safely cross the new road 
surface. Motorcyclists are 
urged to be aware of uneven 
pavement surfaces during 
the project.

Paving work set to begin in Snow Hill

Annual proceeds to 
be given to Diakonia,  
area humane society

(Aug. 29, 2024) The 
Worcester County Veterans 
Memorial Foundation is 
hosting the 17th installment 
of its Veterans Memorial 
Tournament on Sept. 18 at 
the Ocean Pines Golf Club. 

The event will benefit ed-
ucation programs of the me-
morial foundation, including 
annual tours of the memorial 
grounds by all fifth grade stu-
dents in Worcester County.  

The annual tours are part 
of a collaboration between 
the Worcester County Board 
of Education and veterans 
memorial foundation. Tours 
are led by volunteer docents 
who share knowledge of vet-
erans’ sacrifices, the history 
of different service branches, 

and flag etiquette. 
Complementing the ses-

sions, JROTC cadets from 
Stephen Decatur Snow Hill 
and Pocomoke high schools 
provide hands-on guidance 
in proper flag handling and 
folding. 

Students also receive ac-
tivity guides to reinforce the 
lessons and encourage ongo-
ing conversations about 
their family’s contributions 
and military service history.  

The annual golf tourna-
ment is the major fundraiser 
for the education programs.  

The tournament will fea-
ture a scramble best ball for-
mat with a 9 a.m. shotgun 
start. 

Registration is $125 per 
player and includes tourna-
ment entry, golf cart, lunch, 
and access to prizes.  

Sponsorship opportuni-
ties are available at various 

levels, ranging from $100 to 
$2,000. 

To download a tourna-
ment or sponsor form, visit 
o c e a n p i n e s . o r g / d o c u -
ments/20124/92950/VET+
GOLF+BROCHURE+2024.
pdf/f119c175-ab12-e306-
d948-9034e907190f?t= 
1723223628036.  

The foundation also wel-
comes donations, gift certifi-
cates, and prizes for the 
tournament’s silent auction. 
All contributions are tax-de-
ductible. 

The Worcester County 
Veterans Memorial Founda-
tion operates as a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit with the tax ID 
EIN# 20-3130695. 

For more information, 
contact Marie Gilmore at 
410-726-2881 or 
opmarie@aol.com, or Don 
McMullen at 443-388-2941 
or dmcmullen1@aol.com. 

Annual golf tournament announced
Veterans Memorial  
Foundation seeking  
sponsors, donations

Resurfacing planned 
between Market and 
Timmons streets

Atlantic General Hospital, 31 years into its improbable ex-
istence, is about to do ... something. Or not. The statement 
released Tuesday by the AGH Board of Trustees says as 
much. 

Between quotes and assurances that all is well and will get 
even better, the statement provides no real information other 
than the hospital leadership is thinking about, but is not 
committed to, doing something. 

That something could be attempting to establish a part-
nership, joint venture or some other kind of operating agree-
ment with another healthcare system. Or board members 
could do what their predecessors have done from the begin-
ning: figure out how to maintain the hospital’s financial equi-
librium and keep on going as an independent entity.  

What they cannot do, however, is ignore the problem that 
brought the hospital to this critical juncture: AGH’s operat-
ing expenses are increasing more rapidly than its operating 
income, according to Fiscal Year 2023 financial data col-
lected by the Maryland Health Services Cost Review Com-
mission. 

Although the financial reports of other Maryland hospitals 
in this data set show that 2023 was not a good year for many 
of them, AGH’s particular problem is that it can’t bill or ex-
pand its way out of its predicament. 

Its rates for in-hospital and specific other services are reg-
ulated by the cost review commission as well as the payment 
restrictions of Medicare. AGH also operates in a healthcare 
market silo of sorts, surrounded by Tidal Health and its satel-
lite facilities to the west, and to a lesser extent, Beebe Hospi-
tal in Sussex County, Delaware. 

This leaves the board of trustees to figure out how, in these 
circumstances, it can ensure that the hospital keeps pace 
with rising costs and is able to offer the competitive salaries 
that good medical professionals and staff require. 

Given that the improbability that AGH would even open 
its doors 31 years ago was overcome by supporters’ hard-
headedness and creative thinking, there’s no doubt that the 
board will apply these same virtues as it figures out what to 
do next. Whatever that might be.

What’s next for AGH? 
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Next safe boating class slated Sept. 10-12 
(Aug. 29, 2024) With calm waters 

this summer, members the local U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary have reported a 
decrease in boating accidents, which 
they say is all the more reason to main-
tain high levels of safety through educa-
tional efforts such as safe boating 
classes. 

Anyone who needs to obtain or up-

date a boating certificate can attend the 
next Maryland Safe Boating Class set for 
6-9 p.m., Sept. 10-12, at the Ocean Pines 
Library. Boating certificates earned dur-
ing the three-day class are  NASBLA ap-
proved and valid in all states.    

The course is taught by certified in-
structors from the Ocean City Coast 
Guard Auxiliary and all the required ma-

terial is covered, along with information 
on local waters and nautical navigation.      

The Maryland Boating Safety Educa-
tion Act requires that anyone born after 
July 1, 1972, must possess a Maryland 
Basic Boating Safety Certificate to oper-
ate a boat in the state. Those who attend 
the class and pass the test will receive the 
certification.  

A fee of $20 covers the cost of the 
course and materials. Checks should be 
made payable to: USGCAUX 12-05 and 
mailed to: USCGAUX 12-05, PO Box 
1682, Berlin, MD 21811. Payment 
through PayPAL is also accepted. 

For more information, contact Barry 
Cohen at 410-935-4807 or 
CGAUXOC@gmail.com.

Maryland Coastal Bays set 
to host community meetings

(Aug. 29, 2024) The Maryland 
Coastal Bays Program is hosting three 
public meetings throughout the month 
of September to provide information 
and seek public input on the program’s 
proposed new ten-year management 
plan beginning in 2025. 

The plan, referred to as the Compre-
hensive Conservation Management 
Plan, is the strategic plan for actions to 
be implemented by the program and its 
partners over the next decade. 

The plan will be the third since the 
program’s inception. The current plan 
can be reviewed on the MCBP website, 
mdcoastalbays.org 

The draft proposed plan includes 
four key themes: providing healthy wa-

ters, protecting fish, wildlife and their 
habitats, enhancing coastal resiliency, 
and conducting outreach and educa-
tion to the community. 

Meeting schedules are as follows: 
• 2-4 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 15, at 

Ocean Pines Parks and Rec/ As-
sateague Room, 235 Ocean Pkwy in 
Ocean Pines 

• 6-8 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 18, at 
Worcester County Rec and Parks, 6030 
Public Landing Road in Snow Hill 

• 5:30-7:30 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 
26, at Holiday Inn Conference Center 
6600 Coastal Highway in Ocean City 

Contact Sandi Smith at sandis@md-
coastalbays.org for more information 
or questions. 

PHOTO COURTESY LISA CHALLENGER 
The Assateague Trail Marsh is pictured. 

Showell Vol. Fire Department 

11620 Worcester Hwy.  

Showell, MD 21862 

410-352-5916

Sportsmans 
Bash 

The Best Gun Bash on the Shore!  
SEPTEMBER 21, 2024 11AM-6PM 

$50 Ticket Includes  
Your Chance to Win 26 Guns, 
2 Crossbows and 6 Cash Prizes  

All You Can Eat Roast Beef,  
Fried Chicken, Hot Dogs,  

Hamburgers & More 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 

Must be 18 old to enter or participate. ID required at door.

ATLANTIC DENTAL 
COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

PREVENTIVE CARE • INVISALIGN 
PERIODONTAL TREATMENT • FULL MOUTH 
RESTORATIONS • IMPLANT RESTORATIONS 

SMILE ENHANCEMENTS 
EMERGENCY SERVICES FOR OUR CURRENT PATIENTS 

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST  
We have generations of experience and are  
well known for our exceptional dental care.    

We want to help you keep that  
bright and beautiful smile 

every season!
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Thurs., Aug. 29 
SUNSET PARK PARTY NIGHT 
Sunset Park, 700 S. Philadelphia Ave., 
Ocean City, 7-9 p.m. Enjoy a free concert 
and sunset views over the Isle of Wight 
Bay. Featuring “The Dunehounds” (jam 
band). http://www.ococean.com/things-
to-do/ 

CONCERT IN THE PARK 
White Horse Park Pavilion, 235 Ocean 
Parkway, Ocean Pines, 7-9 p.m. Featuring 
“Uptown Band.” Free family-friendly en-
tertainment. Bring chairs and blankets. 
BYOB permitted, concessions for sale. 
410-641-7052 

CONCERTS IN THE PARK SUMMER SERIES 
Cypress Park, 7 Bridge St., Pocomoke 
City, 7 p.m. Pack a picnic, bring a lawn 
chair and join in for a free concert featur-
ing the “Fab 2, 3, 4: A Tribute to the Beat-
les.” Bleacher seating is also available. 
Boaters are encouraged to dock their 
boats. 410-957-1333, Ext. 111 

STORY TIME: WHEN A DRAGON MOVES IN 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Discover what to expect when a dragon 
moves into a sand castle. Songs, stories 
and crafts. For ages 2-5 years. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

PLAY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a variety of activities and 
toys. Play and socialize with other fami-
lies. For ages 2-5 years. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

OC CHESS CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Enjoy a relaxing game of chess every 
Thursday at the library. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

LET’S TALK MOVIES: ‘IT’ 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m. 
August’s movie discussion includes both 
the classic mini-series and the recent two 
part movie series. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

LEGO MASTERS CHALLENGE 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Join in 
for a LEGO challenge event. All materials 
provided. For ages 6-12 years. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FIRESIDE CHAT 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 3 p.m. A popu-
lar and entertaining book discussion fea-
turing books participants have read and 
want to share. 410-641-0650, 

www.worcesterlibrary.org 

END OF SUMMER CLASSICAL MUSIC CON-
CERT 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Featuring classical music on piano, 
flute, oboe and voice. Free event. Mem-
berships to the Friends of the Ocean Pines 
Library group will be available. Donations 
accepted. 410-208-4014 

BEACH SINGLE 55 PLUS MEET AND GREET 
Thursdays - Nick’s Kitchen + Bar, 14410 
Coastal Hwy., Ocean City, 4-6 p.m. 215-
385-4993, BeachSingles.org 

Fri., Aug. 30 
TOWN CATS YARD SALES 
Terns Landing in Ocean Pines, 28 Leigh 
Drive, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Town Cats yard sale. 

MAHJONG CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing 
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring our own 
tile set. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

ARTISTIC ARENA: ZIPPER PENCIL POUNCH 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1 p.m. Design 
your own zipper pencil case with fun 
stickers and markers. All materials pro-
vided. For ages 6-11 years and 12-18 years. 
410-208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO 
Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901 
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s 
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo starts 
at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available before 
bingo and at intermission. 410-524-7994 

Sat., Aug. 31 
CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE 
First Presbyterian Church of Ocean City, 
1301 Philadelphia Ave., 7 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Great deals to be found. Your purchase 
helps fund the church’s ability to help 
neighbors. 

TOWN CATS YARD SALE 
Terns Landing in Ocean Pines, 28 Leigh 
Drive, Ocean Pines, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Town 
Cats yard sale. 

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET & 
BAKE SALE 
Bethany United Methodist Church, 8648 
Stephen Decatur Highway, Berlin, 8-11 
a.m. Vendors and crafters. Reservations: 
443-614-2261, 
FCBumc21811@gmail.com. 

CRAFTY SATURDAY: BACK TO SCHOOL 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 

Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. Join 
in for some back to school crafts. For all 
ages. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

FREE KIDS CRAFT 
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. Bring the kids and do some-
thing creative with them and for them. 
Projects change each week. No reserva-
tions needed. Free and open to all. 
www.artleagueofoceancity.org, 410-524-
9433 

FAMILY SPLASH NIGHT 
Ocean Pines Sports Core Pool, 11144 
Cathell Road, 5-8 p.m. Enjoy an evening 
of water-themed activities. All ages wel-
come. Cost is $8 for non-resident, $6 for 
resident, $4 for swim member and $2 for 
non-swimmer. 410-641-5255, ocean-
pines.org 

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 Ocean 
Parkway, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Shop for every-
thing from fresh local produce to unique 
handmade artisan goods. Open to the 
public. 

Sun., Sept, 1 
SUNDAES IN THE PARK WITH FIREWORKS 
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean City, 
7-9 p.m. Live music by “Sapphire” (The 
80s tribute band), kid-friendly entertain-
ment, ice cream and fireworks. 
https://www.ococean.com/things-to-
do/free-family-fun/sundaes-in-the-park/ 

BERLIN FARMERS MARKET 
Sundays through October - Pitts Street, 
Commerce Street and Main Street, Berlin, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine. Featuring 
more than 50 farmers, bakers, growers, 
brewers, food cultivators, distillers, cre-
ators and artists. Also free kids art projects, 
petting zoo, face painting and live music. 
https://berlinmainstreet.com/farmers-
market/ 

BERLIN FLEA MARKET 
Sundays - Uptown Emporium Parking 
Lot, 13 S. Main St., Berlin, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Vendor opportunities available. Julie, 
410-726-9012; Bill, 410-629-9656 

DEADLINE TO PREORDER FOR CHICKEN 
SALAD AND SHRIMP SALAD CARRYOUT 
Bishopville Volunteer Fire Department, 
10709 Bishopville Road. Pick up on Satur-
day, Sept. 7 from noon to 2 p.m. Home-
made chicken salad cost is $8 per pint. 
Homemade shrimp salad cost is $15 per 
pint. Preorder by Sept. 1: 619-922-9950. 

SEWING FOR A CAUSE 
Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian 
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30 a.m. 
to noon. Learn how to sew while making a 
difference. 410-641-0234 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10 
a.m. www.jw.org 

Mon., Sept. 2 
T.O.P.S. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169 
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference 
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 5-
6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is a 
weekly support and educational group 
promoting weight loss and living a healthy 
lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-641-0157 

BRIDGE 
Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center, 104 
41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30 p.m. 
Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-3971. 
www.Worcoa.org/oceancity 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community Cen-
ter, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
All ladies who love to sing invited. Mary, 
410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-7062. 

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
Mondays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100 

Tues., Sept. 3 
STORY TIME: ‘FAMILIES’ 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. Sto-
ries, songs and fingerplays. For ages 0-5 
years. 410-641-0650, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

PLAY TIME AT THE PARK 
Cypress Park Playground, 7 Bridge St., 
Pocomoke City, 10:30 a.m. Join in for out-
side play and time to socialize with other 
families. Weather permitting. For ages 0-
5 years. 410-957-0878, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Songs, rhymes and stories. Stay after 
to socialize with other families. For ages 
0-2 years. 410-632-3495, www.worcester-
library.org 

OC KNITTING GROUP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet? Bring 
whatever project you happen to be work-
ing on. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

MASTER GARDENERS PLANT CLINIC 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m. Mas-
ter Gardener Ginny Rosenkranz talks 

Continued on Page 31
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about all things plants. Bring questions 
and feel free to show your plants as well. 
410-208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

LET’S MAKE … SAND PAINTINGS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. A unique 
craft showcasing your own creativity using 
sand and household items. All materials 
provided. Register: 410-641-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org. 

GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSION 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2:30 p.m. 
The group meets twice a month to discuss 
selections from the Great Books Founda-
tion. Focus will be on “Kristin Lavransdat-
ter” Book 1 and Book 2 by Sigrid Unset. 
410-208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
John H. “Jack” Burbage, Jr. Regional 
Cancer Care Center, 9707 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin, 3-4 p.m. Monthly support 
group where caregivers gather and share 
similar challenges and rewards of provid-
ing care for adults with serious illnesses. 
Nicole Fry, nfry@atlanticgenearl.org, 410-
641-2626 

SWITCH TOURNAMENT: MARIO KART 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 3:30 p.m. 
Can you beat the best? Find out and race! 
BYO controller is highly recommended. 
For ages 6-11 years and 12-18 years. 410-
208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

ANIME CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4 p.m. 
Monthly themes will include trivia, games, 
Japanese snacks and art exploration. For 
ages 13-16 years. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

LEGO STEAM CHALLENGE 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m. 
Join in for a Lego challenge event. All ma-
terials provided. For ages 6-11 years. 410-
208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

HEALING THROUGH SOUND 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 5:30 p.m. Dis-
cover the profound power of sound. Relax 
while Kacey Martin plays crystal bowls, 
rain sticks and wind chimes. Bring a mat, 
blanket and pillow. Sitting on a chair is 
also an option. 410-641-0650 

BEACH HEROES-OC 
Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up 
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round. 
Trash bags, grippers and gloves provided. 
Check the Facebook page “Beach Heroes-
OC” for weekly meeting locations. All are 
welcome. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7 
p.m. www.jw.org 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health De-
partment, 9730 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 
3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly support 
and education group promoting weight 
loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-289-4725 

OC KNITTING CLUB 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m. 

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE 
Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and oth-
ers interested in watching or learning 
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info: 
TangobytheBeach.com. 

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS 
Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th St., 
Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with op-
tional light weights. 
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com 

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS 
GROUP 
Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral, 11021 
Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m. Use the 
weight loss program/app/plan of your 
choice. Free and open to everyone. 410-
641-4882, www.htcanglican.org/activi-
ties. 

Wed., Sept. 4 
MUSIC AND MOVEMENT 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Movement and music themed sto-
ries, fun songs and interactive activities 
to get everyone moving. For ages 0-5 
years. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

PUZZLE SWAP 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1-5 p.m. Bring 
your gently used puzzles and swap for 
new-to-you puzzles. All puzzles swapped 
must be in their original box. Don’t have a 
puzzle but want one? That’s OK too. 410-
641-0650 

DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1:30-2:30 
p.m. Providing discussion and education 
on the topic of diabetes. Patti Yocubik, 
410-641-4217, pyocubik@atlanticgen-
eral.org 

BARIATRIC SUPPORT GROUP 
Online Zoom call on the first and second 
Wednesday of each month. For non-surgi-
cal patients. Atlantic General Bariatric 
Center, 410-641-9568. 

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING 
Wednesdays through Aug. 26 - Worcester 
County Library - Ocean Pines Branch, 
11107 Cathell Road, 8 a.m. Doors open at 
7:30 a.m. Third Wednesday meetings are 
offsite and information can be found on 
www.kiwanisofopoc.org. 

Continued from Page 30
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Legion Leathernecks donate 
$10K to local organizations

(Aug. 29, 2024) The American Le-
gion Post 166 Leathernecks recently 
donated $10,000 to five local com-
munity organizations and the na-
tional Semper Fi & America’s Fund at 
its recent membership meeting.  

Local organizations that received 
$1,000 each were Believe in Tomor-
row, Easterseals of Delaware & Mary-
land Eastern Shore, the Worcester 
County Veterans Memorial, Worces-
ter GOLD, and the Cricket Center.  

A $5,000 donation was earmarked 
for the Semper-Fi & America’s Fund, 

which provides financial assistance 
and lifetime support to combat 
wounded, critically ill, and cata-
strophically injured  veterans of all 
branches of service and their families. 

The Post 166 Leathernecks are in-
volved in fundraising and volunteer 
activities in Ocean City, Worcester 
County and Southern Sussex 
County.  

The veterans group recently cele-
brated its first anniversary as a mem-
ber of the Ocean City American 
Legion family. 

Mary Mac Foundation set to 
host fundraiser on Sept. 21

(Aug. 29, 2024) The Mary Mac 
Foundation, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to supporting low-income 
and homeless children, will host its 
primary fundraising event of the year 
from noon to 3 p.m., Sept. 21, at 
Manor Hill Brewery in Ellicott City. 

The foundation each year supports 
local and regional youth programs to 
honor Mary McMullen (1948-2012), 
a special education instructor at Sev-
erna Park High School and Ruth 
Eason School in Millersville.  

During the 1970s, McMullen also 
helped establish the Ocean Pines 
Recreation and Parks Department. 

 “Although the Mary Mac event 
will not be held until late September 
in Ellicott City, we’re hoping that the 
Ocean Pines community will con-
tinue to support us as they have in the 
past,” foundation co-founder and 
Mary McMullen’s husband, Tim Mc-
Mullen, said in a news release. 

McMullen said his late wife in-
spired many local people through her 
unwavering generosity. The founda-
tion aims to continue her mission of 
helping others in need. 

“The money that we’re raising 
right now will be for backpack pro-

grams to provide meals for children 
through an organization called Mid-
Shore Meals til Monday,” McMullen 
said. “During the week, there are 
breakfast and lunch programs in the 
schools, but many local children 
struggle with food insecurity on 
weekends. Through MidShore Meals, 
we have teachers and volunteers that 
put together care packages of non-
perishable items to help bridge that 
gap.” 

Tax-deductible donations can be 
made through the foundation’s Pay-
Pal account at paypal.me/marymac-
foundation or by mailing checks to 
174 Nottingham Lane, Ocean Pines, 
MD 21811. 

The event will include a cash bar, 
a food truck vendor on-site, and a 
chance for attendees to gather and 
support the foundation’s efforts to al-
leviate food insecurity among local 
children. While the event is free to at-
tend, donations are encouraged, and 
RSVP is required by Sept. 10. 

For more information about the 
Mary Mac Foundation, or to RSVP 
for the event, visit marymac.org or 
contact Tim McMullen at tim.p.mc-
mullen@gmail.com.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Pictured, from left, posing with a ceremonial $10,000 check that the American Legion 
Leathernecks recently donated to local organizations are Marie Gilmore, president of the Worcester 
County Veterans Memorial; Lauren Cooper, executive director of the Cricket Center; Linda Forte, 
community marketing representative for Easterseals of Delaware & Maryland Eastern Shore; Bob 
Broderick, commander of the Post 166 Leathernecks; Amanda Koontz, program advancement 
associate of  Believe in Tomorrow; Mary Decker Brown, program manager of Believe in Tomorrow; 
and Milt Warren, Leathernecks sergeant-at-arms.
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PHOTOS COURTESY WORCESTER PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

COLLEGE WORKSHOP HELD 
Members of the Worcester Prep Class of 2025 recently hit the ground running in preparation for their college application season this fall by attending a four-day College Application & Essay Writing 
Workshop, hosted by the WPS Office of College Counseling, in the Guerrieri Library. Above, members of the Class of 2025 gather with Head of Upper School Carol Evans, Director of College Counseling 
Vickie Garner, Senior Associate Director of Admissions at College of Charleston Rebecca Drewry, and Admissions Counselor at University of Delaware Dan Hammer for a group photo on day one of the 
workshop. 

PHOTO COURTESY DAVID J. LANDIS SR. 

DAWG TEAM AT WORK 
The Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean City Dawg Team prepares and sells hotdogs, burgers and concessions at many 
Ocean Pines events. Pictured are some members of the team at a recent Concerts in the Park event at White Horse Park. The 
club raises funds for the scholarships they award every year to graduating high school seniors.

PHOTO COURTESY DAVID J. LANDIS SR. 

DONATION PRESENTED 
Kiwanis Club President Bob Wolfing is pictured presenting a $1,500 
check to Diakonia Food Pantry Manager Lineya Amaya and Executive 
Director Ken Argot at the club’s Aug. 6 meeting. 

WPS English teacher Megan Leslie describes the essential ingredients of a successful college 
essay. 

WPS Seniors Briar Parsons, Frank Miller and Ryan Mann are excited to enter their senior year at 
Worcester Prep.  



FRANK ROBERT CREAMER 

Berlin 
Frank Robert Creamer, 76, passed 

away on Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024, in 
Ocean Pines.  

Born in Washington, D.C., he was 
the son of the late 
Robert Creamer and 
Mary Galli Creamer.  

Frank was passion-
ate about many 
sports, such as bas-
ketball, softball, foot-
ball and tennis. In 
retirement, he found 
pickleball and co-
founded the Ocean Pines Pickleball 
Club in 2014.  

He served on the board of the 
Ocean Pines Pickleball Club for many 
years, growing the club from a few 
members to currently over 400. 

He is survived by his wife, Diedre 

Creamer; son David Patrick Creamer 
(Amy); stepsons David M. Umberger 
and Stephen W. Umberger; step-
daughter Lisa M. Umberger; brothers 
Patrick Emelio Creamer and Gregory 
Creamer; granddaughter Teresa J. 
Creamer; and step-grandsons 
William A. Hedge and Luke Um-
berger.  

In addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by a brother, Dou-
glas Creamer.  

A celebration of life will be held at 
3 p.m., Aug. 30, at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church, 10301 Coastal 
Highway, in Ocean City.  

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to the Ocean Pines Pickleball 
Club.  

Letters of condolence can be sent 
to the family via burbagefuneral-
home.com. Arrangements are in the 
care of The Burbage Funeral Home.  
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Frank Creamer

PHOTO COURTESY WORCESTER COUNTY GOVERNMENT  

VOLUNTEER SPIRIT AWARD 
During the Volunteer Spirit of Worcester Awards ceremony at the Worcester County Government 

Center in Snow Hill Aug. 20, the commissioners named Maryland Coastal Bays Program volunteer 

Sue Latour a Lifetime Achievement Spirit recipient. Since becoming a volunteer for the as a water 

monitor and seal steward for MCBP in 2012, Latour has donated countless hours to protect water 

quality and seals. Her photographs have helped the National Aquarium determine whether seals 

that come ashore only need rest or if human intervention is needed. She is pictured displaying her 

award with the commissioners at the meeting.

PHOTO COURTESY WORCESTER COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT SPIRIT AWARD 
During the Volunteer Spirit of Worcester Awards ceremony at the Worcester County Government 

Center in Snow Hill on Aug. 20, the commissioners named volunteer Jeannie Powell a Lifetime 

Achievement Spirit award recipient. Powell has served as a volunteer for multiple organizations 

and events during the last 30 years, including Atlantic General Hospital, the Berlin/Ocean City 

Optimist Club, Winterfest Gala Committee, and Holy Savior Catholic Church. She also serves 

individuals in need of transportation in the community, often driving neighbors to their 

appointments. She is pictured accepting her award from Commissioners President Chip Bertino.

HONESTY, DEPENDABILITY,  
PROFESSIONALISM, PRIDE,  
QUALITY 
All too often business will use words like these  
in order to gain the trust of their customers.  
We would like to elaborate...  
PHILOSOPHY 
We believe that strong ethical and moral principals 
are essential for the success and growth of any  
organization. You will realize this the minute you 
walk through our door. 
 
GOAL 
Our Goal is to provide you with the personalized  
service you deserve at a fair price. We will listen to 
your needs and tailor our services to meet them. 
 
INVITATION 
If you desire moral and ethical customer service,  
coupled with professionalism and quality, we  
encourage you to call on us!

CALL TODAY  
to schedule your FREE Estimate

Ocean Bay Plaza, Fenwick Island, De 
1-800-298-9470 • 302-537-1899 

mikesflooringanddesigncenter.com

HOURS: Monday – Friday 9-5 
Saturday 9-4 • Closed Sundays

“We Measure Each Job With A Golden Rule”

CUSTOM countertops!  
CUSTOM kitchen cabinets!  
CUSTOM backsplashes! 
CUSTOM window treatments! 

Is Your One Stop Shop 
For Total Interior 

Renovation & Remodeling!

MIKE'S PROJECT MANAGERS ARE AT YOUR SERVICE! 
Mike’s Flooring & Design Center, FENWICK ISLAND DE.

IN-STOCK  
20 MIL Waterproof Luxury Vinyl Plank 

$2.99 sq. ft.

Up To 24 Month  
0% Financing

HUGE SELECTION of Floor Coverings!   

LOCAL ART • VINTAGE
UNUSUAL • ANTIQUE

ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE

302.927.0049
On the corner, south of the stoplight

33034 Main St., Dagsboro

Call or Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
or email: jaynesreliable@gmail.com

OPEN Fri - Sun
10–4pm Sasha’s Jewels, LLC

Our Gift, Small Furniture & Clothing Shop Is Now Open!

Jewelry
BUY• SELL
TRADE
Why consign? 
Immediate payment 
for your items.

You will be treated like family
& given individual attention.

Madeleine Sasha
Gemologist

(302) 296-6909 - Call or Text
202 Gumboro Rd, Selbyville, DE

Open By Appointment or Chance
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“The Place That Does It All”

WE PAY CA$H!
For Like New & Used Cars & Trucks

RACETRACK AUTO SALES 

410-352-5070

NEW TRAILERS FOR SALE 
MAINE TAGS AVAILABLE

PREVIOUSLY OWNED 
VEHICLES for SALE

MD STATE 
INSPECTED

• ‘17 HONDA CRV LX 
• ‘13 HONDA CRV 
• ‘10 HONDA CRV

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 • 410-352-5070 
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

BEER • WINE 
LOTTERY 

PROPANE REFILLS

SMITH’S 
MARKET

TAG & TITLE 
SERVICE

No Wait  •  Walk-In 
No Appointment Neccessary 

 Mon-Sat 8am - 4:45pm

HARD – 23

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles



(Aug. 29, 2024) Stephen Decatur 
High School student Angelle Ayres 
was recently named a finalist for the 
Quanta Service Junior Varsity Rodeo 
Team.  

The team includes 20 of the top high 
school students from across the coun-
try. Ayres aspires to become a veteri-
narian, with a focus on large animals. 

“The Worcester County commu-
nity is proud of 
Ayres’s accomplish-
ments and excited to 
see her future un-
fold,” Brianna Dix, 
the advertising and 
destination market-
ing specialist for 
Worcester County 
Economic Develop-

ment, said in a news release. “Her 
dedication and hard work exemplify 
the spirit of perseverance and passion 
that the Quanta Service Junior Var-
sity Rodeo Team embodies. We wish 
Ayres continued success in her aca-
demic and rodeo endeavors and look 
forward to cheering her on as she 
rides towards her dreams.” 

As a member of the 2024-25 rodeo 
team, Ayres will receive education, fi-

nancial support, and professional de-
velopment tools to aid her future suc-
cess. 

During the school year, Ayres par-
ticipates in the agriculture program 
at Worcester Technical High School. 
Over the summer, she has been in-
volved in the Coastal Careers Intern-

ship Program, which is hosted by 
WCED and funded by the Rural 
Maryland Council and Worcester 
County Commissioners.  

Her internship takes place at 
Rusted Star Ranch in Berlin, where 
she works closely with ranch owner 
and County FFA advisor Jessie Flores. 

“Every shift I am learning some-
thing new, and it has been a fun ex-
perience,” Ayres said in the release. 

Her duties include feeding horses, 
filling water buckets, letting the 
horses out to graze, setting up horse 
shows and camps, and instructing 
basic horsemanship skills. 
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Worcester County student joins elite rodeo 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Stephen Decatur High School student Angelle Ayres is pictured riding during a rodeo. She was recently named a finalist for the Quanta Service Junior 

Varsity Rodeo Team. 

High school athlete will 
earn financial aid to further 
her future veterinary career

Angelle Ayres
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Fri-Sun 10am-4pm Mem
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Aug. 29 - Sept. 5
ADDRESS BR/BA STYLE PRICE AGENT/AGEN

14 82nd Strreeet, Ocean City 4BR/3BA TToownhomes frroom $800,000’s Dan Clayland/Coldwell B

mory Lane, Harbour Court, West OC 3BR/4BR/5BR/6BR Single Family frroom $799,900 Joe Wilson/Coastal L

on HarbourHerro r,, 120th St., Bayside 1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+  Condos, TToowns & SF -   Nanette Pavier/Holiday

353 WWaalnut Hill Drive, Berlin 3BR/2.5BA Single Family $749,900 Nikki Rayne Rose/Keller Williams

203 Flagship Cirrccle, Berlin 4BR/2.5 BA Single Family $559,900 Nikki Rayne Rose/Keller Williams

4pm   12346 Old Bridge Rd, West OC 3BR/2BA Single Family starting at $239,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life 

4pm   12346 Old Bridge Rd, West OC 2BR/1BA Single Family starting at $179,900 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life 

8814 Hunting Hound Rd, Berlin 3BR/3BA Single Family $649,995 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

. #903 Braemar TCoastal Hwyy. Toowers, OC 2 BR/2BA Condo $550,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

. #903 Braemar TCoastal Hwyy. Toowers, OC 2 BR/2BA Condo $550,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

alnut Hill Dr377 WWa r.., Berlin 3BR/3.5BA Single Family $734,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

alnut Hill Dr377 WWa r.., Berlin 3BR/3.5BA Single Family $734,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

. #903 Braemar TCoastal Hwyy. Toowers, OC 2 BR/2BA Condo $550,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

16 S. Herroon Gull Court, Ocean City 4BR/4.5BA Single Family $3,999,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

16 S. Herroon Gull Court, Ocean City 4BR/4.5BA Single Family $3,999,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

1 81st St. #706 Rivendell, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA Condo $774,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

1 81st St. #706 Rivendell, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA Condo $774,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

304 S. Herroon Gull Court, Ocean City 4BR/4.5BA Single Family $1,399,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B
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Sat. & Sun 11am-1pm 

Mon-Fri 9am-4pm, Sat 11am-4pm   

Mon-Fri 9am-4pm, Sat 11am-4pm   

Saturrdday 10am-Noon

Sunday 10am-Noon 13110 Coastal Hwy

Monday 1-3pm 13110 Coastal Hwy

Saturrdday 1-3pm

Thursday 2-4pm Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Sunday 10am-Noon 13110 Coastal Hwy Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Saturrdday 10-Noon 316 S. Her Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Thursday 11am-1pm 316 S. Her Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Monday 10am-Noon 121 81st St. #706 Rivendell, Ocean City Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Thursday Noon-2pm 121 81st St. #706 Rivendell, Ocean City Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Saturrdday 10am-Noon 304 S. Her Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Wednesday 2-4pm 11602 S. Hills Drive, Berlin 5BR/4.5BA Single Family $1,849,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Saturrdday 11am-1pm 8 60th St. #301 Meridian, Ocean City 4BR/3.5BA Condo $950,000 Laurreen Bunting/Keller Williams Realty

Sunday 11am-3pm 2 48th St. #804 Gateway Grand, OC 3BR/3BA Single Family $1,175,000 erry Riley/ShorTTe ree4U Real Estate

Saturrdday 10am-1pm 119 Old Landing Rd. #305 Bldg. D 2BR/2BA Condo $450,000 Mia McCarthy/Keller Williams Realty of Delmarva



Small Engine Mechanic 
Year-round. 

Competitive Wages. 
443-754-1047 

 

LOCAL INTERIOR  
REMODELING COMPANY 
Will pay $25 per hour to the 
right person with Carpentry 

and Drywall Skills.  
Text 410-430-5027. 

NOW HIRING! 
PT Dental Hygienist 

Ocean City, MD 
410-213-1032 

Maintenance Person 
Needed full time. Light  
maintenance for condo  

building. SeaTime Condo, 
135th St. Apply in person. 

410-250-2262 

FIRE ALARM TECHNICIAN: 
Full Time position. Exp. 

w/Low Voltage a plus but 
will train. Some Electrical/ 
Mechanical Skills Are Req. 

Must have good driving 
record. Mon.-Fri., Paid  
Vacation and Holidays.  
Small local company.  

30 yrs. serving Delmarva. 
410-641-4411 

Cleaners Wanted for  
Ocean City, MD  

If you are a conscientious  
individual or team looking for 
great pay and minimal hours 
on summer Saturdays in OC, 

then we are the cleaning 
company for you. Exp.  

Preferred. Cell phone and  
vehicle required.  
443-880-0525 

Pool -  
General Maintenance.  

Outdoor work, lifting heavy 
objects. Mechanical, basic 

pool pump & motors,  
CPO a plus / not required.  

Able to pass CPO test.  
Summer includes weekends 
& long hours; working alone 

or with others 
410-289-4902 

 ask for Suzanne. 
 

YR RENTAL, 87th Street - 
1BR, 1BA. Unfurnished. 

Ocean view. Quiet building. 
Newly painted. W/D, cable 
incld. $1,250/mo. plus utils. 

No pets/smoking.  
Call 410-804-3444. 

WINTER RENTAL 
STUDIO/EFFICIENCY 

w/queen bed and  
outdoor pool. Internet/ 

streaming & water incld.  
No smoking/pets.  

$1,250 per mo. + electric.  
Available November 1st.  

Call 443-858-4727 

WEEKLY RENTALS 
$300-$500 per week.  

October-May.  
301-331-2209 

WINTER RENTAL,  
OCEAN BLOCK CONDO: 

2BR, 2BA, recently updated. 
Exceptionally stocked 
kitchen. Non-smoker/ 

no pets. $1,250 per mo. 
Utils, basic cable & internet 
incld. Available 10/1/2024-
5/31/2025. 610-405-8942 

OC WINTER RENTAL 
Oct.-May, 3BR, 2BA Condo. 
Fully equipped, 4 TVs, WiFi, 
W/D. 128th St. No smoking, 
No pets. $1,200/mo. + utils. 

Must have income.  
Call 610-507-1298. 

WINTER BAYSIDE CONDO 
near Jolly Rogers.  

2BR, 2BA, W/D, AC, cable, 
WiFi, fully furnished. 2 units 

available Sept.-May. Call 
Mike at 410-603-6120. 

www.mbjcproperties.com 

SWANN KEYS: 3/2, turnkey, 
Canal Front Home with  

bulkhead. Available 
9/19/2024 - 5/31/2025. 
$1550/month + elec.  

Call 443-278-3993 leave 
message. 

Seeking YR & Seasonal 
Rentals! Call Howard Martin 

Realty 410-352-5555. 
 

1BR, 2BA  
Ocean & Bay Views  

Diamond Head  
Condominium, 2 80th St., 

Unit 302, Oceanside  
Newly Renovated 

Cable, internet, streaming 
TV, pool, elevator. Sleeps 5. 

Linen service provided.  
Aug. 1-Sept. 30, 2024  
Mid-town Ocean City  

1-800-492-5832 

WINTER RENTAL  
Nice 2BR, 2BA, on the water 

in Ocean City, MD.  
$1,800 per mo. + utils.  

Call Karen, 443-880-5727. 

Waterfront Bayside - Newly 
remodeled 2BR, 2BA Condo 

in North OC. 4 steps to 
ground level off your private 

balcony. Full kitchen, LR, 
DR, W/D, balcony w/tables + 

seating for 6. Seasonal/ 
monthly Dec.-April, $2,000. 

Contact Julie  
443-223-4623. 

 

LOTS & ACREAGE 

16 ACRES  
Perked, surveyed and ready 

to build your own private 
oasis, dream home, man 

cave, horse farm, etc. Just 
outside of Bishopville on Rt. 

610. Close to tax free  
shopping, schools &  
hospital. $325,000  

Call Howard Martin Realty, 
410-352-5555. 

 

Commercial Office 
Space/Warehouse  
West Ocean City.  

Kitchen & Full Bathroom. 
800 sq. ft., High Ceilings. 

Available Sept. 1st.  
$1,200 per month. Two units 

available, side by side.  
Call 301-748-1977. 

Commercial Space  
for Lease.  

2-3 Units available, can be  
divided or joined. Approx. 
800-1000 sq. ft. ea. Busy 

major road in Town of Berlin. 
Call 443-880-8885 for 

more information. 

Industrial Warehouse.  
Space: 1500 sq. ft.  

Masonry construction,  
18’ high ceiling, large  

garage door, bathroom,  
yard and storage shed.  

Approx. 10x25+/-  
Route 90/Bishopville.  
Call 443-497-4200. 

1 Office/Retail Space  
available in West Ocean  

City. Approximately        
1656 sq. ft.   

Call 443-497-4200 
 

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Classified  
410-723-6397 
Deadline is  

Monday @ 5pm

It’s not too late to 
advertise your  
winter rentals. 

GET IT 
RENTED  
HERE! 

410-723-6397 
www.oceancitytoday.net 

www.baysideoc.com

RENTALS RENTALS COMMERCIAL

LOTS & ACREAGE

Call 410-723-6397 
by Monday 5 p.m.

M A R K E T P L A C E

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch & 
Bayside Gazette each week and online at  

oceancitytoday.com & baysideoc.com
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O r d e r  Y O u r  C l a s s i f i e d s  O n l i n e !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends

OC Today-Dispatch

www.oceancitytoday.com

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $20/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

 

 
Currently Hiring Manpower For: 

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters 
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics 

Concrete Work  
o Experience preferred. 
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license   
   are a plus. 
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits  
   package available.   

Please Apply Online:  
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers   

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals  

We Welcome Pets 
7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700 

www.holidayoc.com

 • Line Cooks   • Hostesses  
302-539-2607  

Apply In Person. Fenwick Island

CARPENTERS & CARPENTERS HELPERS 
Must have 

Tools, Transportation, Drivers License 
Experience Preferred 

PATTERSON & SONS BUILDERS 
rhp510@aol.com 

410-641-9530 

Now Hiring   
FENWICK / NORTH OC   

for Extended Season. 
Small family business,  

no exp. req.   
CASHIER  

COOK 
 

Call cell 11am-7pm  
443-859-2401 or  

bus. 302-537-5882, 
11am-7pm 

Great Place to Work!

HIRING: Maintenance  
Manager, Line Cooks, 

Painters, Maintenance Staff, 
Plumber, Security, Carpenters 

and more.  
Apply in person or online at 

seacrets.com

SEASONAL 
WEEKLY 
RENTALS  

Burgandy Inn 
1210 Philadelphia Ave. 

410-289-8581

NOW HIRING!  
BARTENDER  

Call Pam 
410-726-7061 

or apply within 
56th StreetClassifieds 410-723-6397
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SEEKING IN-HOME BARBER 
Seeking In-Home Haircuts 
for senior male. Midtown 
OC. Please leave msg. or 

text 443-523-4512. 
 

Do you have an old bicycle 
not being used? It could 
mean a world of difference to 
a hard-working international 
student. We are looking to 
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at 
443-975-3065. 
 

PONTOON BOAT 
2007 22’ Palm Beach  
Anniversary Model.  

Includes 115 HP Evinrude 
Motor w/2022 Trailer.  

Good Condition/Great Price! 
$11,995. Call for details, 

610-316-3850. 

FREE SAILBOAT 
Can Help With Removal!  
1976, 27’ Catalina Yachts. 

Call for details,  
443-880-7453. 

SERVICES DONATIONS BOATS/PWC

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK
Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

SERVICES 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228  

www.dental50plus.com/ 
MDDC #6258 

FOR SALE 
Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-993-0969 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move. 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-977-5719 

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net!  Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In 
Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-855-
407-6870 

VEHICLES WANTED 
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/ 
RV - Lutheran Mission Society 
of MD Compassion Place 
ministries help local families 
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA li-
censed #W1044.  

410-228-8437  
www.CompassionPlace.org

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

SERVICES

MISC./OTHER

Eyes that taught  
themselves, 

Deep drought from your 
baby blues, 

To quench my heart’s fire. 
Still hot to the touch, 

Over shoulder glance!

Classifieds 410-723-6397
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COMPLETE BODY SHOP   
Auto Sales & Service • Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists

TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE  
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD

410-641-5262
ROUTE 50, BERLIN

 (1/2 Mile East of McDonald’s) 
410-641-3200

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER

autOMOtiVe repair

410-641-3200

BaysideOC.com

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Call Today 302-259-1469 
www.AbsoluteFirstResponse.com 

• Carpet 
• Tile & Grout 
• Upholstery 
• General Cleaning 
• Beach Vacation Rental Cleanings 
• Residential & Commercial 
  Cleanings

Licensed and Insured

CLEANING SERVICES

D E N TA LDENTAL

THE 
HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs 
“WE DO IT ALL”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • MHIC 17433 
“A Family Tradition Since 1935” 
410-893-9707

• Roofing Repairs 
• Roof Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing • 
• Deck Repairs •

• Rain Gutters 
• Gutter Guards 

• Screening 
• Painting 

• Staining 
• Caulking

PARRISH
HANDYMAN SERVICES

PAUL’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS
All phases of home improvements 

No job too small - No job too large 
Handyman Home Services

FREE ESTIMATES 
Over 45 years 

experience

MHIC 
#83501 410-641-7548

HOME IMPROVEMENT

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
   

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

ovement”roImpr
for Home 

oday!To1

ovement Design & Bert

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans
Administration 

Approved Contractor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
   

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
   

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Ceramic • Marble • Glass • Installations 
Specializing in Showers and Bath Renovations

John 
443-497-1351

Free Estimates / Insured 
C.S.G.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTORY

The Area’s #1 Moving Company
BUDGET MOVERS

40+Years in Business                                                  Licensed & Insured

LOCAL • ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial

Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move 
Single Item or Certain Items or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers

MOVING SERVICESmental health

Island Care Mental Health  
Mary Deborah Wilson 

PMHNP  
Avoid the Delays 

Medication & Therapy 
MD DE Lic.     410-641-5190

MENTAL HEALTH

home improvement

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Let’s schedule your Fall & Winter Projects!

We accept MC/Visa 
(410) 641-3762

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Arrive In Style

Airport Service ~ Special Events ~ 
Fun Night On The Town  

410-251-0870 
www.arriveinstyle.com 

Locally owned & operated

CAR VALET & TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

 

 
M
mondRaymondRaym

Electric Ve
443 691 0

Master
Raymond

Residential/Commerc
No Job Too Small! F

35 Years Ex

ELECTRIC

 

 d O’Bd O

ehicle Chargers
 Call or Text 0544 

r Electrician  
d O’Brocki Jr.

ial/Emergencies!
Free Estimates! 
perience

CIAN

 

 

MD Lic #2268   Worces
Residential/Commerc

 

 

ter Co Lic #M1337
ial/Emergencies! 

ELECTRICIAN

MVA licensed
NEW TITLE AND TAGS  AND MORE 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

NEW TITLE AND TAGS  AND MORE 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

Open Mon., Fri., 9-2 & Wed. 9-5

MVA LICENSED

cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES
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PRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services 

PRINTING & DESIGN ROOFING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement  
Specialist Since 1989 

 
ROOFING • SIDING • DURADEK • WINDOWS • GUTTERS

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946 
   mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com 
   www.shoresidingmd.com                    *Licensed in MD, DE &VA

ROOFING & SIDING

ROOFING

DIRECTORY

POWERWASHING

all services     
           w/this ad!

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH
Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services

Year round  
services 

w/yearly & 
seasonal  

rates

Hot Water, Powerwashing 
& Soft Wash Systems

• Houses 
• Deck Staining • Decks  

• Docks • Restaurants 
• Shopping Centers  

• Roofs • & More
MHIC 97081 

Ocean City 34629 • Delaware 2004 222 381 
Licensed & Insured

410-603-3400 
Joe Beran/Owner Operator 
acms1st@gmail.com

Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services
Reasonable Rates • Commercial & Residential • Complete Exterior Cleaning

FREE ESTIMATES

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PAINTINGPAINTING

INSTALLATION 
OR REPAIRS 

• Water Heaters 
• Faucets/Sinks           
• Showers/Tubs 
• Water/Sewer Lines    
• Clogged Drains 
• Leaks & More

410-430-3490 • mshaw@LMSPlumbingandgas.com 
MD 20283   Insured

PLUMBING
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