
(Sept. 5, 2024) Two Ocean Pines 
women made the dreams of two local 
seniors come true last Wednesday, 
thanks to the Twilight Wish Founda-
tion. 

Lester Mason, 80, and Chauncey 
Corbin, 70, have each been clients of 
the Worcester County Developmental 
Center for several decades. The cen-
ter, in Newark has helped local peo-
ple with intellectual disabilities find 
meaningful employment, gain inde-
pendence, and increase their self-
worth since 1973. 

Mason, a WCDC resident for more 
than 30 years, can often be seen car-
rying a picture book of his favorite 
cars. Corbin, a resident at the center 
since 1999, also loves cars, but was 

never able to get his driver’s license 
because of an intellectual disability. 

Both enjoy the Cruisin’ Ocean City 
event where they can interact with 
classic cars, especially the hot rods. 

Last Wednesday, Worcester 
County Twilight Wish Foundation 
Chapter Director Carolyn Dryzga and 
volunteer Barb Peletier introduced 
Mason and Corbin to Ocean City 
Cruzers Club President Ronnie 
Young – and his 1929 Ford Roadster. 

Mason took a 10-minute ride in 
the classic hot rod and posed for pic-
tures next to it. Corbin was a little 
shy, but still enjoyed touching the car 
and meeting Young. 

Several clients posed for pictures 
with the car, and Mason and Corbin 
each received t-shirts, and certificates 
that read, “For Maintaining an In-
spiring and Uplifting Spirit 

and Dedication to Others. Know 
that others remember and care” 

The Roadster itself has quite the 
history, built by Young and his fa-
ther and brother more than 70 years 
ago. 

“It was built from scratch,” Young 
said. “My brother bought it in 1953, 
and when he went in the Marines my 
dad started on it with me, and it even-
tually moved on to me and I’ve kept 
it ever since,” he said. 

Young said building the car was a 
labor of love, and seeing it bring joy 
to others so many years later is 
deeply gratifying. 

“It’s terrific. I’m glad I could do 
this for somebody,” he said. “I’m re-
ally glad I could help somebody out 
and help them make a wish come 
true.” 

Dryzga started the Worcester 
County chapter of the Twilight Foun-
dation in March. The chapter worked 
with WCDC to grant a client’s wish to 

Town council 
contest has 
one race left 
Tyndall returned as mayor, 
Orris remains unopposed

(Sept. 5, 2024) With the filing 
deadline for town office passing last 
Friday, Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall 
and Councilman Jack Orris have un-
officially been re-elected, while Coun-
cil member Shaneka Nichols faces a 
familiar challenger for her second 
council term. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 1, 
town residents will 
cast ballots in the mu-
nicipal election for 
mayor and council 
members in District 2 
and District 3. 

The four-year 
terms of Mayor Zack 
Tyndall, Coun-
cilmember Jack Orris 
(District 2), and 
C o u n c i l m e m b e r 
Shaneka Nichols 
(District 3) have ex-
pired. The three in-
cumbents have opted 
to defend their seats, 
and all but Nichols are running unop-
posed. 

The only actual election will be in 
District 3 where voters will decide be-
tween Nichols and challenger Daniel 
Packey, whom she beat in 2020. 
Nichols captured 199 votes to take 
over the position left vacant by Elroy 
Brittingham, who retired from public 
office after 32 years. Packey, who was 
new to Berlin then, received 41 bal-
lots.  

Special Projects Administrator 
Kate Daub said the write-in candidate 
deadline is Tuesday, Sept. 24, at 4:30 
p.m. These individuals will not ap-
pear on the printed ballot. This dead-
line is only thing standing between 
Tyndall securing his second term as 
mayor and Orris earning his second 

Twilight Wish gives pair a lift
Foundation grants clients 
of developmental center 
opportunity to enjoy cars

PHOTO COURTESY OCEAN PINES ASSOCIATION 
Eighty-year-old Lester Mason is pictured during his ride with Ocean City Cruzers Club President Ronnie Young in a 1929 Ford Roadster. 

See VOLUNTEERS Page 7

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

Shaneka Nichols

Daniel Packey

See NICHOLS Page 6
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Offering the Pelvic Wave  

80% Effective in Treating Urinary Incontinence 
CALL TODAY!

Spelled Different Because We Are Different®
FYZICAL of Ocean Pines 

11204 Racetrack Rd, Suite 101 • Ocean Pines, MD, 21811 
410-208-1525FYZICAL-DELMARVA.COM

FYZICAL of West Ocean City 
12472 Sea Oaks Ln, Unit 1 • Berlin, MD 21811 

410-747-3522
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(Sept. 5, 2024) As summer cools 
down and the leaves start to fall, the 
Ocean Pines Association is gearing 
up to host autumnal events, classes, 
and sports leagues.   

The Ocean Pines Fall Flea Market 
is scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 21 
from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. OPA’s Recre-
ation and Parks online page notes 
that the event will kick off, rain or 
shine, at White Horse Park and the 
community center.  

“The indoor/outdoor flea market 
welcomes vendors selling gently 
used clothing, household items toys, 
jewelry, collectibles and more,” the 
website says. 

It is free to enter the market for 
shoppers. Vendor space can be 
rented and will include an eight-foot 
table and two chairs. To reserve an 
area or obtain additional informa-
tion, individuals can call the recre-
ation and parks department at 
410-641-7052.  

A Family Fun Night Bingo event is 
set for Friday, Sept. 27 from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Admission is $2 a person 

and attendees will have the chance 
to win prizes. Ice cream will be for 
sale. 

Ocean Pines is offering residents, 
young and older, the chance to enter 
sports leagues and classes this fall. 

Cornhole is among the scheduled 
athletic events. The games will be 
held on Thursdays, beginning Nov. 7 
and concluding on Jan. 9 from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. It costs $50 a person 
to join and there is a maximum of 16 
teams or 32 people. Individuals are 
also eligible to sign up. 

Participants should expect to play 
at minimum three games a week. 

Young skateboarders will have the 
opportunity to learn from profes-
sional Matt Dove.  

There will be two sessions, the 
first on Mondays and Tuesdays in 
September, and the second on Mon-
days and Tuesdays in October. The 
classes, which will go from 4:30 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., are open to boys and girls 
aged eight to 16. 

The cost is $145 a month for OPA 
residents and $155 for non-resi-
dents. Participants are required to 
bring a skateboard, a helmet, and 
knee pads. To register, call the recre-
ation and parks department at 410-
641-7052. 

The community is offering line 
dancing lessons with Lois Ingram on 

Tuesdays from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. from 
Sept. 24 to Dec. 3. The classes are for 
individuals 18 and older and will 
cost Ocean Pines residents $60 and 
non-residents $75.  

For parents looking to get their 
children involved in sports, OPA is 
offering a kid’s instructional tee-ball 
clinic that will focus on softball and 
baseball skills.  

The program, which will be held 
Tuesday nights from 5:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. at the Manklin Meadows 
Field, is open to boys and girls from 
four to six years old and will begin 
Sept. 10.  

Community residents are re-
quired to pay $40, while non-resi-
dents will be charged $50.  

A Pee Wee fall soccer league will 
also be offered by the Ocean Pines 
Recreation and Parks Department. 

Four- to five-year-olds will play 
Tuesdays starting Sept. 10 and six- 
to eight-year-olds will play Thurs-
days starting Sept. 12. The events are 
expected to start at 6 p.m. and go to 
6:45 p.m.  

In preparation for Halloween, the 
fourth annual Ocean Pines Haunted 
House is scheduled for Friday, Octo-
ber 25 and Saturday, October 26 at 
the community center near White 
Horse Park.  

The event is $8 a person and will 
kick off at 7:30 p.m. and conclude 
around 9:30 p.m. each night. Organ-
izers are looking for volunteers and 
actors.  

To register for the upcoming pro-
grams or obtain more information, 
individuals can visit the Ocean Pines 
Recreation and Parks Department 
website or call 410-641-7052. 
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Ocean Pines turning focus to fall activities
Fall Flea Market planned in 
addition to sports leagues; 
classes for youth, adults 
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

C: 410-430-5743 • O: 410-208-3500 • E-Mail: Marlene@MarleneOtt.com

www.MarleneOtt.com 
11001 Manklin Meadows Lane  

©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire HomesServices and the Berkshire  
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of the HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Homes Are Selling!  
Call Me Today  
To List Yours!

New, new, new- EVERYTHING NEW! 
3 BR, 2 full BA & 1 half BA, plus 
bonus areas have been updated 
inside & outside. New LVP flooring, 
appliances, hot water heater & 2 Heat 
Pumps (zoned). New 10x12 detached 
shed. New rear deck, new vents 
installed under house for HVAC. 

Several windows replaced. 2 bonus areas off both large upstairs BRs. Amazing 
WIC in Primary bedroom and great closet space thru out the home. Seller is 
finishing up most of the improvements and getting more gravel for the driveway. 
Call the listing agent for more details. Buyer Agent Friendly.

COMING SOON –2-STORY CAPE COD UPDATED INSIDE & OUTSIDE! 
34702 POPLAR NECK ROAD  PITTSVILLE, MD

 $359,900 

Traditional style custom-built home with 
some contemporary features. Formal 
Living & Dining Rooms with Brazilian 
Cherry floors. Cook's delight large 
kitchen with granite countertops & center 
island. Sunny Morning Room for eat-in 
convenience off kitchen. Large Family 
room with gas fireplace & vaulted ceiling 
to 2nd story. 1st floor Primary suite has 

sitting area that could be office if needed. 4 additional BRs on 2nd floor including 1 very 
large BR that has its own private BA. 3 garage spaces- 1 double & 1 single with large 
work bench & plenty of storage room plus extra refrigerator is included. Please call the 
listing agent for more details. Buyer Agent Friendly.

COMING SOON - 5 BR, 3.5 BA 2-STORY COLONIAL
287 POWELL CIRCLE  BERLIN

 $748,500
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Berlin secures $216K grant for playground

(Sept. 5, 2024) The Maryland Board 
of Public Works approved the Town of 
Berlin’s funding request of $216,000 
for the new playground equipment at 
Dr. William Henry Park last week.  

The monetary reward is part of a 
$2.7 million total Community Parks 
and Playgrounds Program package 
that the Maryland Department of Nat-
ural Resources is divvying up among 
18 municipalities across the state.  

According to DNR’s website, the 
Community Parks and Playgrounds 
program “provides funding to munici-
pal governments to restore existing 
and create new park and recreational 
facilities throughout the state.”  

The $216,000 will be used to re-
place current structures at the park. 
Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall said that 
while the purple/green play unit for 
ages two to five at the front section of 
the playground closest to Flower Street 
and the blue two-bay swing will re-
main, the portion behind that, the 
equipment intended for five- to 12-
year-olds, will be included in the reno-
vation project.  

“This investment will bring updated 
and safer play spaces for our children 
and families to enjoy,” Tyndall said in 
a post on Facebook. “I look forward to 
seeing this project come to life and 

continuing to enhance our town’s 
recreational facilities.”  

The mayor said that the initiative is 
expected to cost slightly more than 
what the grant provided. It was re-
ported last year that the project total 
will reach around $240,000 and that 
the Town of Berlin will commit 
$24,000 in matching funds to com-
plete the endeavor.  

Tyndall said the grant application to 
the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources was submitted in August 

2023. That same month, the town re-
ceived a bid from Gametime, a con-
struction company, for $236,000 for 
new equipment compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act.  

“This is something we have had on 
long-term planning documents,” the 
mayor said. “When the opportunity 
arose to select a project, this one fit. 
We have been trying to keep it in good 
repair, but the equipment entering its 
last part of its useful life was next up 
on the list.”  

The Henry Park playground project 
can only break ground once the finan-
cial award letter has been processed. 
Tyndall hopes the work will begin in 
the spring of 2025 and be completed 
by National Night Out, typically at the 
beginning of August.  

“Playgrounds are something our 
residents use daily,” he said. “They are 
part of our community … updating 
Henry Park will improve our neighbor-
hoods. It will allow children to play 
after school. This is priceless.”

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

SUBMITTED RENDERING/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The colors and details of the proposed playground at Henry Park could change but the rendering above shows a potential schematic of the design.
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term on the council. 
Nichols is a Worcester County 

Public Schools special education 
teacher. She has deep Berlin roots, as 
her family has lived on Flower Street 
for 10 generations. She is also a 
mother to six children and said she is 
focused on supporting the commu-
nity’s youth. 

At the time of the last election, 
Nichols said constructing a commu-
nity center was at the top of her pri-
ority list. She currently serves on the 
town’s steering committee for the 
community center. The effort is inch-
ing closer through a partnership with 
the Berlin Community Improvement 
Association, SHOREUP! Inc., and the 
Worcester County Commissioners, 
where four parcels of Flower Street 
property have been combined to ac-

commodate a recreational building. 
The site is the former home of 

Flower Street School, an African 
American education facility that op-
erated in the first part of the 20th 
century.  

The town was awarded $100,000 
from the Maryland Department of 
Housing and Community Develop-
ment’s Community Development 
Block Grant last month for the center. 
An outline published online by com-
munity development department 
said the funds would be used for the 
project’s preliminary architectural 
and engineering services.  

Challenger Packey moved to Berlin 
in 2019. The candidate spent his ca-
reer as an economics professor in the 
US and Australia and is currently 
listed on the Salisbury University 
website as an adjunct faculty mem-

ber.  
Orris, the incumbent from District 

2, has no challengers. The council 
member graduated from the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh at Johnstown with 
a political science degree and cur-
rently works at the Wicomico County 
Health Department.  

The councilman’s website outlines 
his priorities, including a budget 
process emphasizing opportunities to 
reduce expenses, parking, continuing 
to work and collaborate with the 
town’s fire company and stormwater 
management, a passion of his during 
his first term. 

“I ask questions,” Orris said. 
“What is the reasoning behind the 
stuff we do? I bring a sense of curios-
ity … If something is being brought to 
the council, I ask, ‘Is it responsible, 
and is it reasonable?’ I think that I 
bring a lot of information …It comes 
down to an individual who wants to 
continue serving his community.” 

Tyndall, initially selected to serve 
in the position four years ago after 
serving as a council member for one 
term, is running for reelection unop-
posed. 

In 2020, Tyndall opted to step 
down from his District 2 seat on the 
council and threw his hat into the 
mayoral ring. Tyndall received 69% 
of the 1,226 ballots cast to win in a 

crowded field that included incum-
bent Gee Williams. 

Tyndall began his career as a fire-
fighter and paramedic with the Berlin 
Fire Company. The candidate’s web-
site states he has since moved into 
teaching prospective health profes-
sionals at the Richard A. Henson 
Medical Simulation Center at Salis-
bury University. 

The mayor said his priorities re-
main affordability, community, and 
infrastructure.  During his first four 
years in the position, Tyndall in-
creased the unassigned fund balance 
— unallocated money — from 
$15,782 in 2019 to $3.2 million in 
2024, established a Capital Reserve 
Fund, Health Insurance Reserve, 
LEOPS Stabilization Reserve, Debt 
Service Reserve Fund, Disaster Re-
covery Reserve Fund, and a Stabiliza-
tion Reserve Fund.  

He also secured a $1.2 million 
grant to promote bike and pedestrian 
safety and improve the “ intercon-
nectability of neighborhoods and a 
grant for the implementation of hard-
stop vehicular barricades for town 
events,” added ping-pong tables to 
Burbage Park, and installed speed 
cameras in the Flower Street Neigh-
borhood, among other community 
projects.  

Nichols faces Packey in District 3 contest
Continued from Page 1

See TYNDALL Page 7
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meet Minnie Mouse in July, and in 
August helped a 95-year-old veteran 
dine at Harrison’s Harbor Watch and 
watch boats from the White Marlin 
Open come in. 

Peletier, a prolific local volunteer 
who was given the Sam Wilkinson 
Volunteer Award from Ocean Pines 
earlier this month, said she was eager 
to help this new cause. 

“Carolyn told me about it, and I 
said, ‘I’m in!’” she said. “It’s been 
great so far. Everyone we approach 
has been so generous with their 
time.” 

Both were familiar with WCDC be-
cause of their prior volunteer experi-
ence. 

“We’ve been going to nursing 
homes and visiting the Developmen-
tal Center, and just asked people to 
keep their ears open if they had any-
one with a wish,” Peletier said. 

“We both feel that, if we can make 
somebody happy, it’s a wonderful 
thing that we’ve discovered, and it’s 
great that we can share this together,” 
Dryzga said. 

Dryzga said the Worcester Twi-
light Wish chapter is currently a two-
person operation, but they will start 
to seek additional volunteers next 
year. 

The Twilight Wish Foundation is a 

national nonprofit “whose mission is 
to honor and enrich the lives of sen-
iors through intergenerational wish 
granting celebrations.” Since 2003, 
the nonprofit has granted more than 
6,100 wishes throughout the United 
States.  

For more information on local op-
portunities through the Twilight 
Wish Foundation, contact Dryzga 
at twfworcoa@gmail.com or call 302-
889-0040 or 215-519-3670. 

For more information on the or-
ganization, visit www.twilightwish. 
org.
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In terms of infrastructure, Tyn-
dall’s work as mayor since 2020 in-
cludes the replacement of Water Well 
#3, “a well that was constructed in 
the 1940s and helps provide drinking 
water to Berlin,” updated street signs, 
“continued the transition of the 
power plant generators to natural gas 
through a $425,000 grant,” and used 
a $500,000 grant for the Heron Park 
demolition project.  

In his next term, Tyndall intends 
to address housing affordability, “ad-
vocate for changes in wastewater sys-
tem operations to save taxpayers 
more than $10 million in future cap-
ital costs,” continue the Flower Street 
community center initiative, and en-
hance public spaces with artwork and 
landscaping.  

He also hopes to update park 
amenities, like the new playground 
equipment at Dr. William Henry 
Park, promote community involve-
ment through local events, complete 
the installation of advanced metering 
infrastructure for electric meters and 
fiber optic internet, replace lead 
water lines, and invest in aging water, 
sewer, stormwater, and electric infra-
structure. 

Tyndall said that he is satisfied 
with the current makeup of the 

town’s council. 
“I think the current council and 

mayor’s office have worked well to-
gether the last four years,” he said. 
“My goal is that we can keep the team 
intact. We bring a lot of diverse back-
grounds and opinions to the table … 
We might not always agree, but we 
have great debates and come up with 
good solutions for Berlin through 
that process.”  

The District 3 polling site will be 
open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Oct. at 
St. Paul United Methodist Church at 
405 Flower Street. Berlin residents 
must be registered with the Worces-
ter County Board of Elections to cast 
their ballots. 

Additionally, voters have the op-
tion to cast their ballots via mail or in 
person. According to Daub, if a resi-
dent is on the Maryland permanent 
mail-in voting list and intends to par-
ticipate in the Berlin Municipal Elec-
tion, a mail-in voting application 
must be submitted directly to the 
town and received by mail by 4 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Sept. 24, or received in 
person by Friday, Sept. 27, by 4 p.m. 
at Berlin Town Hall at 10 William 
Street. 

Anyone with questions about the 
election can contact Daub at 410-641-
4002 or kdaub@berlin.gov.

Continued from Page 6

Continued from Page 1

Volunteers fulfill pair’s wishes

Tyndall has ambitious plans 
for his next term as mayor

302-539-1839
inlandbaysgardencenter.com

38320 Muddy Neck Road (2 miles from Bethany Beach)

Open Mon-Sat 9-5pm/Sun 10-3pm

Mums - 50 Colors!
Asters • Pansies

Violas • Kale • Cabbage

FAll is here!
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Berlin launches community center survey 

(Sept. 5, 2024) The process to de-
velop Berlin’s Community Center is 
continuing as the town is seeking 
input from the public on desired 
amenities and features.  

The community center will be lo-
cated at 130 Flower Street, formerly 
the site of Flower Street School, a 
learning institution that operated in 
the early 20th century. The goal is for 
the new recreational space to offer 
meeting rooms, services, and fitness 
and sports-related activities to which 
Berlin residents will have access.  

Last month, the town was awarded 
$100,000 from the Maryland Depart-
ment of Housing and Community De-
velopment’s Community 
Development Block Grant for the ini-
tiative. The money will be used for 
preliminary architectural and engi-
neering services.  

“Not only are we just building a 
community center, but we’re preserv-
ing a site of history for our town and 
our community that goes back gener-
ations,” Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall 
said. “… there’s that fabric of who we 
are and what we stand for. And we 
will bring that to life in our new com-
munity center.”  

Special Projects Administrator 
Kate Daub said efforts to create a 

functional center are moving for-
ward, as residents can now complete 
a survey on what kinds of activities 
they would like to see offered. The 
survey is in partnership with BEA-
CON (Business, Economic, and Com-
munity Outreach Network) at 
Salisbury University) and is open to 
the public, not just Berlin residents.  

The form includes options that 
participants can choose from, like fit-
ness classes, arts and crafts work-
shops, health and wellness services, 
federal and state programs like WIC 
(the Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants, and 
Children), educational programs like 
job readiness and enrichment classes, 
social events like community meals 
and game nights, sports and recre-
ation, summer camps and after 
school tutoring, and senior activities.  
On the survey, Berlin community 
members can also indicate which fea-
tures they believe are important to in-
clude in the center, such as a 
gymnasium, a swimming pool, art 
studios, a kitchen, a computer lab, ex-
ercise equipment, and community 
gathering space.  

Residents are to note how often 
and what timeframe they and their 
household expect to use the commu-
nity center upon its completion.  

Survey participants are encour-

aged to complete the form at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5
XW8L7K or pick up a paper copy at 
Berlin Town Hall, the Berlin branch 
of the Worcester County Public Li-
brary, the Berlin First Baptist 
Church, Pentecostal Baptist Church, 
Church of Christ, St. Paul United 
Methodist Church, Buckingham 
Presbyterian Church, Saint Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Tyree ACME 
Church, or Temple Bat Yam.  

The completed hard copy can be 

returned to Berlin Town Hall in an 
envelope labeled with the BEACON 
return address. The survey will close 
on Friday, Oct. 4. The responses will 
be sent directly to the Salisbury Uni-
versity group to ensure no personal 
information is shared.  

At the conclusion of the survey, re-
sponders who live in the Town of 
Berlin can enter a drawing to win one 
of five $100 gift cards or a certificate 
for a scoop of Ice Cream from Island 
Creamery Main Street.

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

SUBMITTED IMAGE  
A short survey, administred through Salisbury University’s BEACON organization, will provide feed-

back to Berlin officials on what the public would like to see at the new community center.
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ASE-Certified Technicians • Complete Auto Body Shop • 24-HouR Towing

RacetrackOC.com 
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SpECIAl DISCOUntS 
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JOIn tODAY!

EVERY 6TH OIL CHANGE

FREE
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Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 9/30/24

MD. STATE 
INSPECTION 
Most VehiclesReg. $10900

FREE
With Purchase of Oil, Lube & Filter 
for life of tires when purchased at Racetrack Auto

Includes 10W30 or 5w30, Up to 5 Quarts of Oil, other weights 
available at extra charge. Diesel Oil & Filter extra.  

All coupons must be presented before estimate. Cannot combine coupons. 
Exp. 9/30/24

“The Place That Does It All”
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PARTS & REPAIRS

Need Automotive, Body or Marine Repair? Visit One of our 3 Locations

RENTAL CARS 
AVAILABLE 

TIRE  
ROTATION

$10 OFF 
Cannot be combined with other discounts. Exp. 9/30/24PREMIUM 

TIRES  
COME SEE THE EXPERTS!

RACETRACK AUTO & TIRE CENTER 
10436 Racetrack Road, Berlin 

410-641-5262  
RACETRACK MARINE & BOAT SALES 

10438 Racetrack Road, Berlin 
410-641-5204  

RACETRACK AUTO & BODY SHOP 
10834 Ocean Gateway, Berlin 

410-641-3200

COOLANT 
FLUSH

AUTO DETAILING 
AVAILABLE
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(Sept. 5, 2024) Worcester Technical 
High School’s Culinary and Pastry Arts 
Department will officially open its 
teaching café at the TidalHealth Ocean 
Pines Campus on Monday. The café 
will offer baked goods, sandwiches, 
soups, and salads prepared by WTHS 
students to patients, staff, and OPA 
residents.  

The Pines Café is located between 
the main lobby and the pharmacy in 
building number one of the Ocean 
Pines TidalHealth Campus, near the 
community’s North Gate Entrance.  

The food site is an interactive proj-
ect created by Phil Cropper, the culi-
nary and pastry arts program’s head 
chef, to offer students real-life experi-

ence running a retail food business. 
The location will officially welcome 
customers starting Monday, Septem-
ber 9 at 9 a.m.  

Cropper said he has been working 
on the space since June, updating the 
wallpaper retail area, installing new 
equipment, and stocking it with cook-
books and necessary culinary items in 
preparation for the grand opening.  

One student, a senior in the cooking 
program, will be on-site during the 
café’s hours of operation, typically 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday, 
to service patrons. The young learner 
will also be joined by two part-time 
managers who will act as mentors and 
daily overseers at the location.  

The remaining students in the culi-
nary and pastry program will work 
within WTHS to prepare the menu 
items.  

“The school will act as a commis-
sary, in a way,” Cropper said.  

The director hopes that his students 
will gain knowledge in entrepreneur-
ship through the program, as well as 
proper knife skills, cooking tech-
niques, menu development, basic 
bookkeeping, customer support, food 
safety and sanitation, culinary math, 
inventory management, leadership, 
and adaptability. The café is meant to 
provide juvenile chefs with real-world 
experience.  

“WCPS has work-based learning 
opportunities …, and The Pines Cafe is 
just another example of our commit-
ment to growing our local workforce 
and meeting community needs,” 
Worcester County Public School Ca-
reer and Technology Education Coor-
dinator Brian Phillips said in June.  

Cropper curated the menu in col-
laboration with his 2023-2024 stu-
dents. It includes turkey and 
provolone sandwiches, avocado toast, 
BLTs, paninis, coffee, tea, pastries, and 
more.  

The chef said that the items may be 
adjusted and tweaked as he and his 
students receive feedback.  

The café will operate similarly to 
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County tech school students 
will open new cafe Monday
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See OCEAN Page 11

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
At least one student in the culinary program at Worcester Technical High School will be working 

at the new cafe from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. during the week.
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Ocean Pines cafe set to open

Panera Bread. Customers will order 
their food and beverages and receive 
them at a pick-up window. There will 
also be a grab-and-go area for pre-
made meals.  

Patrons will be able to order online 
at thepinescafe.com and choose their 
pickup time from a list of 15-minute 
increments.  

“This is great for people working in 
the Ocean Pines area to come in, grab 
their lunch, then head back to work,” 

Cropper said.  
Additionally, the space has 12 seats 

available for individuals who wish to 
enjoy their meal in the café.  

After the overhead costs, all profits 
will be put back into WTHS’s culinary 
program.  

“We are excited to open,” Cropper 
said. “It has been a dream since De-
cember last year, and now it is the start 
of the school year. We are ready to 
welcome customers through our 
doors.”

Continued from Page 10

Worcester County Chamber 
in OP seeking new director  

(Sept. 5, 2024) The Worcester 
County Chamber of Commerce in 
Ocean Pines is looking for a new 
leader following the resignation of ex-
ecutive director Kerrie Bunting. 

On Friday, Board Chair Derrick 
Elzey announced in a letter to cham-
ber members that Bunting is leaving 
“to pursue an opportunity that aligns 
perfectly with the next chapter of her 
life.” 

“This decision was not made 
lightly, as her commitment to our 
chamber and the business commu-
nity has always been a top priority,” 
the letter said. 

Bunting joined the chamber in 
September 2018, marking almost six 
years exactly in the position.  

Elzey added in his letter that the 
chamber has “seen significant strides 
in economic development, commu-
nity engagement, and partner sup-
port” under Bunting’s support.  

“Her passion for providing real-
time updates and her visionary ap-
proach to economic growth have 
been instrumental in driving our 
chamber forward over the years,” the 
letter said. “While it will be challeng-
ing to find someone as dedicated and 
innovative, we fully support her deci-
sion and wish her nothing but success 
in her future endeavors.” 

He went on to say he and his fellow 
board of directors will miss Bunting 

and are committed to finding a new 
director who will continue her strong 
leadership foundation. 

The letter said board members will 
keep the public up-to-date on efforts 
to find a new leader, and that inter-
ested candidates can send resumes to 
Elzey at derrick@myberlinagent.com 
once the job description is posted.

OP Yacht Club pool 

adds weekend, will 

now close Sept. 9
(Sept. 5, 2024) While the Ocean 

Pines Yacht Club Pool is currently 
closed, it will reopen for an extra three 
days this weekend before closing per-
manently for the season. 

Hours will be 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., this 
Friday, Sept. 6 through Sunday, Sept. 
8. 

In an news release, General Man-
ager John Viola credited aquatics de-
partment staff and said keeping the 
pool open later into the season will 
help enhance the customer experience. 

“We were able to staff to make this 
possible, and we believe this will pro-
vide our homeowners with even more 
opportunities to enjoy our amenities,” 
he said.

Delaware Learning Institute is now

The Salon Professional Academy
Nothing is changing about the school you know and love - 

it’s all about our updated name and look.

Classes Now Forming
Now Taking Transfer Students

“Duchess for a Day”
only $43

Enjoy a haircut, facial, manicure, pedicure,
conditioning treatment and blow dry.

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
Coupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials .  Expires 9/30/24

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
Coupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials .  Expires 9/30/24

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
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COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
Coupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials .  Expires 9/30/24

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
Coupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials .  Expires 9/30/24

$5 OFF
Full Set of Acrylic Nails

$5 OFF
Spray Tan

Free Hair Roller Set
with Any Color Service

$5 OFF
Hydroderm Facial Treatment

NEW

• Cosmetology
• Master Barbering
• Teacher Training

• Aesthetics
• Manicuring
• Advanced Education

Next Class Starts 9/3/24
Call (302) 207-4021 for more information

Call Today to Book
Your Appointment!

All the same services
as your favorite

salon/spa at a fraction
of the cost.

All services are performed
under the supervision of

Delaware Licensed Instructors.

32448 Royal Blvd., Suite A
Dagsboro, DE 19939

302.732.6704
www.tspadelaware.com

Financial Aid available to those who qualify
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Route 90 widening process paused for now

(Sept. 5, 2024) Worcester County 
officials are scrambling for options — 
and money — after learning that state 
transportation officials are pausing a 
top transportation priority — the 
widening of Route 90 and the replace-
ment of its two bridges. 

Worcester is just one of the coun-
ties given tough news in the weeks 
leading up to Tuesday’s release of an 
updated draft of the Consolidated 
Transportation Plan, the state’s six-
year transportation plan. 

“The way it was explained is they’re 
telling everybody to stop immediately 
wherever they are in the design 
process, the planning process, like 
hard stop,” said Worcester County Ad-
ministrative Officer Weston S. Young. 
“It sounds like they’re heading to-
wards a fiscal cliff with what their pro-
jections are now.” 

Worcester County leaders were told 
the Route 90 project will be “paused” 
when the state releases its draft plan 
for fiscal years 2025-2030. 

“Route 90 was the one that was 
mentioned. We don’t know of the 

other projects that they were propos-
ing to do in Worcester, which ones are 
getting stalled as well,” said Young. 

“We were told when the draft CTP 
comes out … it will have this project 
along with a whole bunch of projects 
throughout the state — I don’t know if 
the word is paused or deferred — be-
cause they can’t afford it based on 
their projections,” he said. 

Young and Worcester County are 
not alone in the disappointing news. 
County leaders from around the state 
met with Transportation Secretary 
Paul Wiedefeld and his staff during 
the four-day Maryland Association of 
Counties summer conference in 
Ocean City. 

The news on the transportation 
front was not good. 

“It was not as bad as we thought,” 
said Montgomery County Executive 
Marc Elrich. “You could say it another 
way: It was better than we thought, 
but it’s not good. I mean, basically, un-
less you’ve got a shovel in the ground, 
you’re not going to see money to put 
shovels in the ground.” 

Elrich said it is not clear what proj-
ects will take a hit in Montgomery 
County. 

“We didn’t get a list of specific proj-
ects,” he said. “Their basic message 
was, if there’s a shovel in the ground 
that we made an investment in, that 

funding is what we’re going to be able 
to continue. They may not be able to 
continue planning for a project. 

“If you delay planning, you just fur-
ther delay even the time you can put a 
shovel in the ground. It was pretty 
clear that even shovel-ready projects 
aren’t going in the ground with the 
amount of money they have,” Elrich 
said. 

Maryland continues to struggle to 
find funding for road and transit proj-
ects. Gas taxes and other revenues 
that make up the Transportation Trust 
Fund lag behind a seemingly endless 
supply of projects. 

In December, Gov. Wes Moore and 
Wiedefeld delivered dire news at the 
winter MACO convention in Cam-
bridge: A $3.3 billion projected struc-
tural gap over six years between 
requests for transportation projects 
and available money meant tough cuts 
were coming and soon. Gobsmacked 
county leaders left Cambridge worried 
about priority road projects and fund-
ing for local transportation networks. 

Requests for transportation proj-
ects — roads, bridges, sidewalks, and 
transit — always outpace federal, 
state, and local funding sources. That 
$3.3 billion estimate in December, 
while eye-popping, was always based 
on an unrealistic expectation that 
every jurisdiction would get every 

project over the six-year period. Mul-
tiple sources with knowledge of cur-
rent fiscal projections say the shortfall 
this year is much closer to $1.3 billion. 

Moore and the legislature added 
$150 million from the state’s rainy day 
fund to ease pressures on the trans-
portation trust fund. The General As-
sembly also passed several targeted 
fee increases this spring meant to bol-
ster the flagging fund, but the one-
time infusion and targeted revenues 
were not expected to fully solve the 
issue. 

“The Maryland Department of 
Transportation continues to face sig-
nificant budgetary challenges due to 
slow economic growth, which places 
downward pressure on transportation 
revenues, alongside increased costs 
for materials and labor,” Wiedefeld 
has said. “Last year, the Maryland De-
partment of Transportation was able 
to balance the budget thanks to Gov. 
Moore’s one-time $150 million in 
funding and additional revenue 
sources passed by the General Assem-
bly.” 

A blue-ribbon panel is expected to 
meet this year to develop recommen-
dations before the start of the 2025 
legislative session. 

Elrich that with the state worried 
“about the ability even to fund prelim-

Young: ‘sounds like they’re  
heading towards a fiscal 
cliff with ... projections’
By Bryan P. Sears 
Contributing Writer

See STATE Page 14
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inary planning for projects, not know-
ing what the basis of funding is going 
to be,” the situation is “kind of what 
we expected.” 

“You know, there’s no reason to be-
lieve that they suddenly saw a massive 
infusion of money into the state that 
would enable them to build the trust 
fund back up. So, you know, there are 
going to be efforts to put money into 
the trust fund, but it’s not going to be 
the trust fund that they thought they 
had,” Elrich said. 

Wiedefeld said “stagnant economic 
growth combined with revenue fore-
casts for several important funding 
sources for the Department being re-
vised downward leaves the Maryland 
Department of Transportation with 
limited state dollars to leverage federal 
funding for highway, transit, and avi-
ation projects.” 

“Despite these challenges, the 
Maryland Department of Transporta-
tion continues to prioritize safety, 
maintaining the current system for 
Maryland families and businesses and 
reducing the number of deaths and se-
rious injuries on our roads,” Wiede-
feld said. 

On Tuesday, county leaders will get 
their first look at a draft of the state’s 
Consolidated Transportation Plan. 
The document, updated annually, 
shows spending for projects in the 
pipeline and what will be funded over 
the next six years. 

Wiedefeld and his staff then head 
out into the counties for feedback on 
what is most important to each juris-
diction. 

In Worcester County, the Route 90 
project remains their top priority. 

“It’s one of multiple requests we’ve 
given the state,” Young said. “If we 
had to prioritize it, it’s our No. 1. Gov. 
Hogan helped get it started, but we’ve 
always known we were going to have 
to fight to keep it in. So, this news is 
disappointing.” 

The highway and its bridges are 
nearly 50 years old. Worcester County 
officials want to “dualize” the highway 
and its bridges. An additional east and 
west traffic lane will likely mean re-
placing the existing spans over the St. 

Martin River and Assawoman Bay. 
“I call it a Hail Mary project,” said 

Young. “It’s going to be really expen-
sive for us. When you compare it to 
mass transit, it’s probably going to be 
a fraction of that, but it’s a big request 
for the county to have. But if you’ve 
heard any of our statistics, 8 million 
unique visitors every year. That road is 
used frequently, and when there’s an 
accident or like the sinkhole we had, or 
we need to get on or off the island for 
any reason, that is a choke point.” 

Young and other county leaders 
said state officials did offer a ray of 
hope — projects that require a match 
to leverage federal aid might move for-
ward. But to do so, already cash-
strapped counties will have to come 
up with the match. 

“For these types of projects, we 
don’t usually pay towards them,” 
Young said. 

“So, we’re in an information gath-
ering phase at this point, I would need 
to bring it to my commissioners,” 
Young said. We haven’t budgeted for 
this. We’re two months into our fiscal 
year ’25 budget. We would need to fig-
ure out how we would identify funding 
sources.” 

It’s unclear how much of a match 
the counties would be required to con-
tribute. Young thinks it could be as 
high as 25%. 

“This is a new process for us,” he 
said. “We just want to know, is it 20%? 
Is it 25%? What’s the state’s estimated 
costs are in our match, and then would 
the commissioners be willing to prior-
itize that over something else?” 

Young said there is also the concern 
that in picking up the match, it sets a 
precedent of shifting project costs to 
the counties that were previously paid 
for by the state. 

“I’m a professional civil engineer. 
The bridge section is just, it’s going to 
be expensive. It’s not just expanding a 
road,” he said, adding that not finding 
the local funding may also be a poor 
option. 

“There’s also the project doesn’t 
happen for a decade now because they 
stopped it,” he said. 

(Republished from  
Maryland Matters)

State pauses ‘Hail Mary’ work
Continued from Page 12

Join us for in-person services 
Fridays at 7pm 

Saturdays August 17 & 31 at 10am



(Sept. 5, 2024) Pickleball novices 
are invited to attend free community 
clinics to learn tips and tricks from 
volunteer coaches to expand their 
prowess.  

PKLN, a Berlin-based Pickleball 
group, is hosting Pickleball Smash on 
Thursday, Sept. 19, at the Worcester 
Preparatory School’s courts. It is 
open to anyone looking to learn the 
sport’s basics, enhance their paddle-
wielding techniques, or play a few 
friendly matches and drills with fel-
low community members.  

The clinic is set to begin at 6 p.m. 
and end around 8 p.m. Paddles and 
balls will be provided.  

Mike O’Malley, PKLN’s founder, 
said the free event will be held 
monthly. The first clinic was held on 
August 1, attracting approximately 30 
pickleball newbies. Paddles and 
starter sets were given away in a ran-
dom drawing, and the coaches ran 
drills to get the beginners used to hit-
ting soft shots over the net. 

O’Malley said the Sept. 19 event 
will be similar but “bigger and better. 
“ Local vendors are expected to sup-
ply food and refreshments, and a cu-
rated music playlist will be played 
over a speaker. 

A giveaway like the Aug. 1 event is 

planned, except this time, with win-
ners determined by competitions. 

“We might have coaches come up 
with a game and see who the best 
player is,” O’Malley said. “There are 
so many games we want to try, like 
Pickle Pong.” 

PKLN hopes to expand the regular 
clinics. While the first two were 
scheduled for Worcester Prep, organ-
izers are looking to change it up each 
month and expand the event 
throughout Delmarva. Delaware, 
Chincoteague, and other spots on the 
Virginia shore are at the top of their 
list. 

“I love Berlin, and Berlin will al-
ways be PKLN’s home, but we want 
to spread it out,” O’Malley said. “We 
are trying to appeal to a younger 
crowd, so we want to show up in dif-
ferent towns and get more people in-
volved with pickleball … all of 
Delmarva will be our initial target.” 

The coaches will be at each of the 
clinics. There are five instructors in 
total, two of which are twin brothers 
Kevin and Ben O’Malley (no relation 
to Mike O’Malley) from Berlin. The 
pair have been playing pickleball for 
roughly 10 years. 

The brothers and O’Malley con-
nected over their mutual passion for 
the sport and brainstormed how to 
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Pickleball Smash coming to Berlin Sept. 19
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See EVENT Page 16

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Participants are pictured learning the game during the August pickleball event hosted by PKLN at 

Worcester Preparatory School’s courts.
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“get more paddles in hands and 
bounced around the logistics of a free 
community clinic,” the founder said. 
“From there, the first PKLN Commu-
nity Smash event was born.” 

The primary mission of PKLN is to 
bring Pickleball to the Berlin and Del-
marva areas.  

The program was launched earlier 
this year. Organizers hope to con-
tinue their community smash clinics, 
host a charity tournament in October, 
and expand PKLN in 2025.  

The organization’s website, pkl-
npickleball.com, and Instagram and 
Facebook pages provide schedules, 
tournament and clinic updates, and 
additional information.  

Pickleball is the fastest-growing 
sport in the United States. According 
to a Sports and Fitness Industry As-
sociation report, participation in the 
game has grown an average of 158.6% 
over the last three years.  

“There is an ease and appeal of 
getting out there, and in the out-
doors, with people you love having 
fun,” O’Malley said. “It is easy for 
anyone to pick up. People as young 
as six, for example, can compete... It 
is just a weird pop feeling on the pad-
dle that is addicting. It gets you 
hooked.”

Event looking to 
grow pickleball
Continued from Page 15

Sheriff’s full-time requests passed

(Sept. 5, 2024) County leaders 
agreed last month to convert two 
part-time positions within the sher-
iff’s department after learning that 
recent vacancies had resulted in soar-
ing overtime costs.  

Sheriff Matt Crisafulli came before 
the Worcester County Commission-
ers on Aug. 20 with a request to con-
vert two part-time positions within 
his department to a full-time posting. 
While the conversion would cost the 
sheriff’s office an additional $11,493, 
he said it was far less than the over-
time costs recorded when those part-
time school resource officer positions 
went unfilled last school year.  

“By converting these two part-time 
positions, it will have those positions 
filled,” he told the commissioners, 
“And by that point, if granted, all of 
our schools will be covered. There-
fore, the goal would be to dramati-
cally cut down on the overtime.” 

Crisafulli noted the sheriff’s office 
currently had two vacant part-time 
positions assigned to county schools. 
However, his department has no ap-

plicants to fill those vacancies. 
“Also, to give you some context 

with the staffing challenges we faced 
last school year, we were responsible 
for filling 561 vacancies of school as-
signments within our schools and 
that caused a total of $173,554.54 in 
overtime that was expanded,” he ex-
plained. “Of that amount, $151,857 
was reimbursed to our county 
through grant funding, and that left a 
total of $21,697.54 that came out of 
my FY24 budget. So we did the best 
we could to minimize the fiscal hit 
there.” 

Crisafulli added that part of the va-
cancies reported last year were due to 
unanticipated medical leave among 
full-time staff. And while the sheriff’s 
office had no problems filling full-
time positions, he said he did with 
part-time postings.  

“By converting those two [posi-
tions] to full-time, it would not ex-
ceed $11,493.04,” he said. “That is 
our first request, to get our schools 
covered.” 

Crisafulli said he was also seeking 
the commissioners’ permission to 
convert a detective position to a cor-
poral position, a supervisory role that 
costs an additional $7,404. He said 
the third conversion would allow for 
better oversight with the Worcester 
County Bureau of Investigation.  

“The total cost for both of these re-
quests is $18,897.84,” he said. “We 
took a look at our current operating 
budget, and this can be absorbed 
within the current budget.” 

While Commissioner Joe Mitrecic 
made a motion to approve the conver-
sions, he requested that the sheriff 
come before the commissioners with 
such changes prior to budget adop-
tion. When asked if the sheriff’s office 
still had part-time positions, Crisafulli 
said it did but that it was trying to 
convert those positions to full-time. 

“We’ve converted many part-time 
positions to full-time because as they 
leave we don’t have a pool to select 
from,” he replied. “We have steadily 
been working on converting. My goal, 
in the long run, would be to have all 
part-time positions converted to full-
time and hopefully still have the full-
time applications coming in.” 

After further discussion, the com-
missioners voted 7-0 to approve the 
conversion requests. The commis-
sioners last week also voted to ap-
prove two new positions within the 
emergency services department – an 
assistant chief of electronic services, 
with a salary range of $116,000 to 
$154,000, and an emergency com-
munications QA/QI specialist, with a 
salary range between $77,000 and 
$85,000.

Crisafulli cites struggles 
with recruiting part-timers, 
OT expenses as reasoning
By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor
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Decatur Middle recognized 
by Apple for innovative ways 

(Sept. 5, 2024) Worcester County 
Public Schools officials announced 
last week that Stephen Decatur Mid-
dle School has been recognized as an 
Apple Distinguished School for 
2024–27 for its commitment to con-
tinuous innovation in education and 
using Apple products to create exem-
plary learning practices. 

According to a news release from 
the school system, Apple Distin-
guished Schools are recognized as 
some of the most innovative in the 
world. They are centers of leadership 
and educational excellence, with a 
clear vision for how technology-rich 
environments support learning goals.  

At SDMS, teachers incorporate 
technology into their lessons, em-
powering students to lead, learn, and 
thrive, to discover new opportunities, 
and to make their world a better 
place. 

“Our school believes firmly that in-
struction is at its best when we in-
spire our students to be creative, 
collaborative, critical thinkers,” 
Theresa Torpey, principal of Stephen 
Decatur Middle School, said in the re-
lease. “The use of Apple technology in 
our classrooms does all of this and 
also empowers our students to not 
only engage with their learning, but 
to take ownership of it.” 

The selection of SDMS as an Apple 
Distinguished School highlights the 
school’s success as innovators and 
creators of compelling learning envi-
ronments that engage students and 
provides tangible evidence of aca-
demic achievement. 

“I continue to be amazed how our 
schools are successfully infusing 
technology into their instructional 
practice to more effectively reach this 
generation of learners,” Superintend-
ent of Schools Lou Taylor said. “We 
began the journey to bring cutting 
edge technology to our schools in 
2020, and to have now four of our 
schools be named Apple Distin-
guished Schools within that time 
demonstrates how impactful this in-
vestment is for our both our students 
and staff.” 

The three-year designation as an 
Apple Distinguished School comes 
with the expectations that SDMS will 
continuously innovate and explore 
cutting-edge opportunities for using 
technology to design the future of ed-
ucation.  

The school joins Berlin Intermedi-
ate School, which was named an 
Apple Distinguished School for 2022-
25 and will reapply for another dis-
tinction this school year. Pocomoke 
and Snow Hill high schools were also 
named Apple Distinguished Schools 
for 2023-26. 

Students and staff at all four 
schools will work with members of 
the Apple Education team, along with 
a worldwide network of school lead-
ers, to investigate and support the in-
tegration of new education products, 
curriculum and services, and inspire 
others. The schools can renew the 
distinctions during the last year of the 
recognition terms by demonstrating 
continued growth in innovative 
learning with integrated technology. 

AGH announces free flu clinics 
(Sept. 5, 2024) As a service to the 

community, Atlantic General Hospi-
tal & Health System is once again 
providing community flu vaccination 
with a series of free clinics for people 
ages 13 and older.  

No appointment is required. Clinic 
dates are subject to change based 
upon flu vaccine availability.  

The schedule is as follows: 
• 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Sept. 26, St. 

Mary Star of the Sea Holy Savior 
Catholic Church at 1705 Philadelphia 
Ave. in Ocean City 

• 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Oct. 2, 
Stevenson United Methodist Church 
at 123 N. Main St. in Berlin 

• 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Oct. 3, 
Pocomoke City Volunteer Fire Com-
pany at 1410 Market St. in 
Pocomoke 

• 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Oct. 4, Ocean 
Pines Community Center at 235 
Ocean Parkway in Ocean Pines 

 8 a.m. to noon, Oct. 5 and 19 
Gudelsky Family Medical Center 
(Drive-Thru) at 10614 Racetrack 
Road in Ocean Pines 

High-dose vaccines are also avail-
able at the clinics for patients 65 
older and will be billed to Medicare or 
private insurance. 

For updates on the Atlantic Gen-
eral Hospital Community Flu Clinics, 
including new clinic dates, visit 
agh.care/flu. 

Sasha’s Jewels, LLC
Our Gift, Small Furniture & Clothing Shop Is Now Open!

Jewelry
BUY• SELL
TRADE
Why consign? 
Immediate payment 
for your items.

You will be treated like family
& given individual attention.

Madeleine Sasha
Gemologist

(302) 296-6909 - Call or Text
202 Gumboro Rd, Selbyville, DE

Open By Appointment or Chance
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Saute Café arsonist’s life sentence reduced 

(Sept. 5, 2024) A Worcester County 
judge last week reduced a convicted ar-
sonist’s life sentence to 10 days after 
serving nearly four decades in prison for 
his role in a restaurant fire that claimed 
the life of an Ocean City firefighter.  

While acknowledging the tough 
decision before him, Worcester 
County Circuit Court Judge Beau 
Oglesby last Wednesday opined that 
David Chris Ball, 58, was deserving of 
another chance within society after 
being incarcerated for nearly 39 years. 
Ball, convicted of arson and first-de-
gree murder following a 1983 fire that 
killed Ocean City firefighter Jeff Di-
eter, sought an early release under 
Maryland’s Juvenile Restoration Act.  

“The saddest part for me in this 
case is I can’t give Mr. Dieter a second 

chance …,” the judge said during this 
week’s hearing. “I can give Mr. Ball a 
second chance.” 

In 2021, the Maryland General As-
sembly passed the Juvenile Restoration 
Act, which, among other things, created 
a pathway for individuals who have 
served at least 20 years of a life sentence 
for a crime they committed as a minor 
to seek a reduction of their sentence. To 
that end, Ball’s legal team at American 
University Washington College of Law 
came before the court in June with a re-
quest to reduce their client’s life sen-
tence to time already served.  

In his oral opinion this week, Oglesby 
said he found Ball to be of no danger to 
the public, and that it was in the best in-
terest of justice for his sentence to be re-
duced. He said the court was also tasked 
with considering 11 factors, including 
Ball’s age at the time of the crime, any 

mental or behavioral issues, and the na-
ture of the offense, to name a few. 

“This isn’t a situation where there 
was an intent to kill,” he said. “This 
wasn’t a situation where there was 
any premeditation or any animosity 
toward the victim …” 

Attorneys for the defense have ac-
knowledged that on July 16, 1983, a 17-
year-old Ball intentionally set fire to the 
Sauté Cafe in uptown Ocean City, lead-
ing to Dieter’s death while fighting the 
blaze. The defense attorneys, however, 
maintained that their client had no in-
tention of hurting or killing anyone. 
They also pointed to Ball’s incarceration 
records, educational and work achieve-
ments, and involvement in several 
prison programs such as Alternatives to 
Violence and the Lifers Group. Four 
witnesses also took the stand in June to 
support Ball’s release from prison. 

At that time, however, the prosecu-
tion argued that Ball was not ready to 
rejoin society and posed a threat to 
public safety. Worcester County As-
sistant State’s Attorney Lynn Nixon 
pointed to Ball’s history of fire setting 
behaviors, both before and after the 
Sauté Cafe fire, as well as the impact 
Dieter’s death had on the community. 
Those arguments were also supported 
by the state’s witnesses, Dieter’s niece 
and one of Dieter’s former colleagues. 

Upon consideration of the facts in 
the case, the hours of testimony pre-
sented in June, and the scientific and 
medical evidence provided to the court, 
Oglesby said this week he would grant 
Ball’s request by giving him 14,128 days 
of credit toward a 14,138-day sentence. 
The remaining 10 days of his sentence 

will be served at the Maryland Correc-
tional Institution, after which time he 
will be released to the TIME Organiza-
tion in Baltimore, which will oversee 
his reentry into society.  

Ball was also placed on five years of 
supervised probation, during which 
time he will be required to complete 
mental health and substance abuse 
evaluations, among other things. 
Oglesby concluded his remarks by ac-
knowledging the eight firefighters 
present during last week’s proceed-
ings. He said he was glad they were 
present to hear first-hand his reason-
ing behind granting Ball’s request.  

“My respect and admiration of 
first responders, of firefighters, is 
without limit,” he said.  

Following a year-long investigation 
into the arson fire that took Dieter’s 
life, Ball was charged in August of 
1984 and later confessed to setting the 
blaze, according to old newspaper ac-
counts. However, the charges were 
dropped in 1985 after the defense 
claimed Ball’s confession was coerced.  

In 1986, the case against Ball was re-
opened, and that October he entered an 
Alford plea, for which he was convicted 
and given a life sentence with all but 10 
years suspended without the possibility 
of parole. Two years later, Ball sought 
post-conviction relief on the grounds 
his legal counsel provided him incorrect 
information. From there, his conviction 
was vacated, and a new trial was set.  

In 1989, following four days of ar-
guments, a jury found Ball guilty of 
first-degree murder and first-degree 
arson. He was sentenced to life in 
prison later that fall.  

By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor

Berlin day care worker faces 
child abuse, assault charges 

(Sept. 5, 2024) Charges have been 
filed against a former Berlin Activi-
ties Depot employee following an in-
cident earlier this month. 

Last Tuesday, Lionel Evans, 57, of 
Princess Anne, was arrested on one 
felony charge of second-degree child 
abuse and one misdemeanor charge 
of second-degree assault following an 
investigation into an incident that oc-
curred at the Berlin Activities Depot 
playground Aug. 13. Steve Rakow, at-
torney for Mark and Carmella Solito, 
the facility’s owner, said his clients 
have cooperated through the investi-
gation and have since notified par-
ents of Evans’s arrest. 

“Mr. Evans was initially suspended 
from his position while law enforce-
ment conducted its investigation into 
the allegations, which is only fair to 
him,” he said in a statement Wednes-
day. “Mr. Evans is now no longer em-
ployed by Berlin Activities Depot. The 

Solitos published a notice to parents 
today – the day after the arrest.” 

According to charging documents, 
an investigation was launched earlier 
this month after a parent of a four-
year-old attending the Berlin Activi-
ties Depot had contacted Berlin 
police about an incident that oc-
curred on the playground Aug. 13. 
The parent told officers Evans had 
grabbed his child by the back of his 
neck, leaving a red mark, scratches 
and bruising. The parent said the 
child was not listening and had run 
away from Evans on the playground. 

“Child protective services was con-
tacted and a forensic interview was 
conducted on August 14, 2024,” a 
statement of charges reads. “The 
child disclosed during the interview 
that he had marks on his neck. The 
child stated that Lionel (Evans) did it 
while he was playing on the play-
ground. The child stated that Lionel 
(Evans) put his hand around the 

By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor

See THIRD Page 19

302-337-3346
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child’s neck and that it caused his 
neck to hurt. The child stated that af-
terwards, he was crying and Lionel 
stated to the child he was going to be 
in timeout for what he did.” 

Police report that footage obtained 
from the Berlin Activities Depot 
showed the child running toward the 
playground equipment and Evans 
chasing after him. According to 
charging documents, Evans grabbed 
the child by the back of the neck, and 
the child fell to the ground.  

“Evans is seen forcefully grabbing 
the child’s right upper arm and lifting 
him to his feet,” a statement of 
charges reads. “Evans is seen speak-
ing with the child briefly, but there is 
no sound. Evans escorts the child to 
the picnic table area; the child is 
holding the back of his neck while 
being escorted.”  

During the course of the investiga-
tion, officers attempted to speak with 
Evans, who denied grabbing the child 
by the back of the neck, according to 
charging documents. Rakow said this 
week the Solitos had also reviewed 
video surveillance footage after learn-
ing of the incident and had reported 
the matter to the Office of Child Care 
and the Department of Social Services. 

“At about that same time, the Soli-
tos were contacted by the Berlin Police 

Department, which was conducting an 
investigation into the incident based 
on a complaint made by the child’s 
parents,” he said in a statement. “The 
Solitos complied with the subpoena 
request for surveillance video.” 

Evans was arrested on charges of 
child abuse and assault Tuesday and 
has since been released on bond. A 
preliminary hearing has been sched-
uled for Sept. 27 in Worcester County 
District Court. 

Evans’s arrest comes on the heels 
of another child abuse investigation, 
which resulted in two former daycare 
workers at the Berlin facility being ar-
rested earlier this year. On Aug. 19, 
Worcester County Circuit Court 
Judge Brian Shockley found Heather 
Ward, 40, of Berlin, guilty of nine 
counts of second-degree assault on 
which she had tendered an Alford 
plea, which acknowledges that the 
state has enough evidence to prove 
Ward guilty beyond a reasonable 
doubt should the case proceed to 
trial. The remaining 81 counts in her 
case, including 10 felony charges, 
were not prosecuted as part of Ward’s 
plea agreement with the state. In 
June, a second classroom worker, 
Catherine Deutsch, 32, of Berlin, was 
arrested on 11 charges of failure to re-
port child abuse/neglect and four 
charges of neglect of a minor.  

In a message to parents sent 
Wednesday, Carmella Solito provided 
additional details on this month’s in-
cident. 

“On August 13, during outdoor play-
time, an incident occurred on our play-
ground,” the message reads. “A child 
tripped while playing and then threw 
rubber pellets from the safety surface 
at other children. One of our staff 
members, a gymnastics coach, inter-
vened to redirect the child's behavior 
and separate the child from the group 
for a timeout. As the coach attempted 
to detain the child, the child ran from 
the coach. While running away, the 
child tripped, resulting in a minor 
scrape. We want to assure you that our 
coach followed our standard protocols 
for managing children's behavior and 
ensuring playground safety. Thank-
fully, the child will be OK.” 

The message noted that the child’s 
parents had contacted police follow-
ing the incident. And after a police re-
view of security footage, the employee 
was taken into custody Aug. 27. 

“Our center remains committed to 
providing the highest standard of 
care for your children,” the message 
reads. “We are continuously evaluat-
ing and improving our practices to 
ensure we meet and exceed all safety 
and care requirements set forth by 
the state of Maryland for childcare.” 

Third center worker faces charges
Continued from Page 18

Ocean Pines man 
arrested after tire 
slash and assault

(Sept. 5, 2024) An Ocean Pines man 
is facing vandalism and assault charges 
after puncturing a neighbor’s tire and 
punching the neighbor in the face at a 
home on Newport Drive late last week. 

According to a news 
release from the 
Ocean Pines Police, 
Joseph R. Pavese, 38, 
reportedly used a 
screwdriver, unpro-
voked, to puncture a 
tire on hails neighbor’s 
vehicle, which the 
neighbor saw, around 

5 p.m., last Thursday, Aug. 29. The 
neighbor called the police and went 
outside, and Pavese “punched him in 
the face with a closed fist,” according 
to the release. 

The release said police learned 
through an investigation that Pavese’s 
actions were apparently unprovoked. 
They arrested him and took him to the 
police department, where he was 
processed on charges of malicious de-
struction of property and second-de-
gree assault and taken in front of the 
district court commissioner for an ini-
tial appearance. Pavese was subse-
quently detained in the Worcester 
County Detention Center without bond.  

Joseph R. Pavese

Brittish Rose 
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(Sept. 5, 2024) The Mary-
land State Board of Elections 
announced Monday that the 
2024 presidential general 
election ballots have been cer-
tified and posted for review on 
the board’s website any elec-
tions.maryland.gov/elec-
tions/2024/index.html#pball
ots. 

Following the close of the 
judicial review of the certi-
fied ballots Wednesday, 
board of elections members 
were set to review verified 
submissions from registered 
state voters and make any 
necessary changes before 
beginning the ballot printing 

process.  
In honor of National 

Voter Registration Month 
this September, board of 
elections members also en-
courage eligible residents 
who are not registered to 
vote to do so using the online 
registration system at vot-
erservices.elections.mary-
land.gov/OnlineVoterRegist
ration/InstructionsStep1.  

The site also allows voters 
to change party affiliations, 
update their addresses, and 
update their names if they 
have changed.  

A voter registration form 
can also be printed (in Eng-
lish or Spanish) and submit-
ted to the office of residents’ 
local boards of elections by 

visiting elections.maryland. 
gov/about/county_boards.h
tml. 

For the 2024 presidential 
general election, registered 
voters can cast ballots in one 
of three different ways: early 
in-person at select locations, 
via mail-in ballots, or in-per-
son on Election Day at their 
designated polling places. 
Mail-in ballots can be re-
quested online at voterser-
vices.elections.maryland.gov
/OnlineMailinRequest/In-
structionsStep1.  

Marylanders interested in 
serving as election judges 
may visit SBE’s election judge 
webpage at elections.mary-
land.gov/get_involved/elec-
tion_judges.html.

Md. finalizes general election ballots 

(Sept. 5, 2024) Fitch Rat-
ings, one of three major 
credit rating agencies, has 
upgraded Worcester 
County’s Issuer Default Rat-
ing and general obligation 
bonds to AAA. 

In the rating commen-
tary, a news release said 
Fitch recognized the 
county’s financial resilience, 
for both revenues and ex-
penditures, as well as the 
planned build-up of reserves 
in recent years as key rat-

ings drivers for the upgrade. 
The county’s ability to man-
age long term debt and re-
lated liabilities was also 
cited as being well above 
comparable counties and 
Fitch concluded that the 
county’s credit outlook is 
“Stable.” 

“We’re very pleased that 
our conservative manage-
ment of taxpayer money and 
county assets has been rec-
ognized in this elevated rat-
ing that will improve our 
ability to borrow money at a 
reduced cost,” Worcester 
County Commissioner Chip 
Bertino said in the release. 

Those better borrowing 

costs will serve the county 
well as major capital projects 
advance, Finance Director 
Phil Thompson said. 

“The recent rating up-
grade from AA to AAA from 
Fitch Ratings rewards us for 
years of prudent fiscal man-
agement and responsible 
budget decisions,” Thomp-
son said in the release.  

“This rating will provide 
lower borrowing costs that 
the county will use to pro-
vide needed capital projects 
including schools and infra-
structure improvements that 
will provide long lasting 
benefits to the residents of 
Worcester County.” 

Worcester achieves AAA bond rating

(Sept. 5, 2024) Worcester 
County Public Works offi-
cials invite area residents 
and visitors to comment on 
a recently completed bicy-
cle-pedestrian path feasibil-
ity study. 

The study addresses a 
proposal to develop a hiking 
and biking trail on Route 611 
from Route 50 to Assateague 
State Park. To view the 
study, visit 
co.worcester.md.us. Under 
Important Links, click on 
“MD 611 Feasibility Report.” 

“The main purposes of 
the study were to determine 
which side of MD Rt. 611 
would best be suited for a 
path, what it would cost to 
design and construct the 
path, and what regulatory 
needs exist if the project re-
ceives the greenlight to move 
forward,” WCPW Director 
Dallas Baker said in a news 
release. “We are currently 
working to secure grant 
funding to cover the design 
and construction costs.”  

The study was conducted 

by McCormick Taylor and 
funded with grants from the 
Maryland Department of 
Transportation. The com-
pleted study does not guar-
antee the path will be 
designed or built, although 
grant applications have been 
submitted to MDOT for the 
initial design.  

Submit comments to 
Charde Tunnell at ctun-
nell@co.worcester.md.us by 
Sept. 30. For more informa-
tion, call WCPW at 410-632-
5623.

Residents can comment on bike study

Upgrade will provide  
improving borrowing 
costs for projects 

Public can preview  
choices on website

Daniel Packey, who is seeking to unseat Shaneka Nichols 
as the District 3 representative on the Berlin Town Council 
in the Oct. 1 municipal election, has a good resume except 
for one thing: he isn’t from here. 

As much as that sounds like small town parochialism, it 
really isn’t. It’s simply a short way of saying that regardless 
of what Packey might bring to the table with his doctorate in 
economics, his experience in business and his world travels, 
he cannot know the community as well as lifelong resident 
Nichols. 

Knowing and understanding one’s constituency is the 
most important factor in holding public office at the munic-
ipal level, and coming from a family whose presence in the 
community goes back for 10 generations, Nichols has the 
right credentials for the job. 

No disrespect to Packey, but life experience trumps aca-
demic experience in local public service. We support return-
ing Shaneka Nichols to the Town Council for another four 
years. 

Another example of outstanding community service was 
in evidence last week when Worcester County Twilight Wish 
Foundation Chapter Director Carolyn Dryzga and Barb 
Peletier lined up a little show and tell — and ride — for two 
long-time clients of the Worcester County Developmental 
Center who love cars. 

Volunteers Dryzga and Peletier made arrangements with 
Ocean City Cruzers Club President Ronnie Young last 
Wednesday to give the clients an up-close look and ride in 
his 1929 Ford Roadster. 

That was just a supremely nice thing to do, and at a time 
when “nice” sometimes seems to be in short supply, Dryzga 
and Peletier have reminded us that we’re still in pretty good 
shape here at home.

Nichols for council

A truly good deed



(Sept. 5, 2024) The Lower Shore 
Land Trust recently hired two new 
program specialists. 

According to a news release, Mad-
die Mowl, will be serving as a program 
specialist through the Chesapeake Bay 
Trust’s Chesapeake Conservation and 

Climate Corps Pro-
gram, and Brooke Orr 
will serve as a program 
specialist through Sal-
isbury University’s 
ShoreCorps Ameri-
corps Program. 

Both Mowl and Orr 
are recent graduates of 
Salisbury University’s 
environmental studies 
program.  

During her senior 
year at Salisbury Uni-
versity, Mowl served 
as a communications 
and outreach intern at 
the land trust, making 
a mark with her en-

thusiasm and creativity. She gradu-
ated this past spring a bachelor’s in 
environmental studies and a minor in 
outdoor education leadership. 

With a bachelor’s degree in envi-
ronmental Studies and a minor in 
urban and regional planning from Sal-
isbury University, the release said Orr 
is looking for ways to blend her inter-
ests in conservation, planning, and in-
terpretation. Her time at Salisbury 
University was marked by extensive 
research, leadership, and collabora-
tion.  

Matt Heim, the executive director 
of the trust, expressed excitement 
about welcoming the new staff mem-
bers.  

“It’s incredibly rewarding to see 
such talented and passionate individ-
uals like Maddie and Brooke join our 
organization, especially as recent grad-
uates of Salisbury University, where I 
also began my journey in the environ-

mental field,” he said in the release. 
“It’s always great to keep talent close 
to home here on the Shore. Drawing 
on the exceptional talent from Salis-
bury University is a testament to the 
strength of their Environmental Stud-
ies program and its alignment with our 
goals at LSLT, and the conservation 
community in the region.”
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Maddie Mowl

Brooke Orr

Lower Shore Land Trust will 
add two program specialists

(Sept. 5, 2024) The Ocean City-
Berlin Optimist Club recent held its 
annual golf tournament at Ocean City 
Golf Club, Newport Bay course. The 
tournament raised funds for the 
club’s youth foundation, which pro-
vides scholarships to Stephen De-
catur High School students.  

Thanks to the 56 golfers who par-
ticipated, and to sponsors throughout 
the community, nearly $17,000 was 
raised. Charles Smith has been run-
ning the tournament for 14 years and, 
in that time, the club has placed over 
$200,000 in the foundation.  

PHOTO COURTESY OCEAN CITY-BERLIN OPTIMIST CLUB  
Ocean City-Berlin Optimist Club members 

Sharon Sorrentino and Cindy Malament are 

pictured at the club’s recent annual golf 

tournament, where they checked in golfers and 

sold tickets. 

Local Optimists 
raised $17K for 
scholarship fund 

$1,595.
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Thurs., Sept. 5 
CPAP MASK FITTING 
Atlantic General Hospital’s Sleep Disor-
ders Diagnostic Center, 9733 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin. Free to patients who are 
having trouble adjusting to their CPAP 
equipment. Appointments required: 
Robin Rohlfing, 410-641-9726. 

TOWN CATS ADOPTION EVENT 
PetSmart, 11330 Samuel Bowen Blvd., 
Berlin. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Town Cats adop-
tion event. 

STORY TIME: THE PIGEON HAS TO GO TO 
SCHOOL 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
It’s back to school for the pigeon. Songs, 
crafts and a story. For ages 2-5 years. 
410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

STORY TIME ‘GO FISH’ 
‘Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages 
2-5 years. 410-632-3495, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

CHESS CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Come play chess and bring your 
board. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

POCOMOKE BOOK CLUB:’THE LEISURE 
SEEKER’ BY MICHAEL ZADOORIAN 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 2 p.m. 410-957-
0878, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

MAGIC THE GATHERING 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 3:30 p.m. 
Battle it out with sorcery, dragons and 
giants. Experienced and novice players 
welcome. BYOC recommended. For ages 
12-18 years. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BEACH SINGLE 55 PLUS MEET AND 
GREET 
Thursdays - Nick’s Kitchen + Bar, 14410 
Coastal Hwy., Ocean City, 4-6 p.m. 215-
385-4993, BeachSingles.org 

Fri., Sept. 6 
WINE FEST 
Hugh T. Cropper Inlet Parking Lot, 809 
S. Atlantic Ave., Ocean City, 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Featuring artisans and crafters, 
Delmarva food specialities and flip flop 
favorites performing on the oceanfront 
stage. Tickets include a wine glass and 
wine samples with photo ID. www.wine-
fest.com, 410-280-3306 

TOWN CATS ADOPTION EVENT 
PetSmart, 11330 Samuel Bowen Blvd., 
Berlin. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Town Cats adop-
tion event. 

MAHJONG CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing 
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring our own 
tile set. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

FIRST FRIDAY BLOCK PARTY 
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 
5-7 p.m. Featuring new exhibits, food 
and refreshments, live music, children’s 
games, raffles, community weaving, 
artist demos and make and take crafts. 
Free event. 
www.artleagueofoceancity.org 

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO 
Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901 
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s 
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo 
starts at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available 
before bingo and at intermission. 410-
524-7994 

Sat., Sept. 7 
WINE FEST 
Hugh T. Cropper Inlet Parking Lot, 809 
S. Atlantic Ave., Ocean City, 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Featuring artisans and crafters, 
Delmarva food specialities and flip flop 
favorites performing on the oceanfront 
stage. Tickets include a wine glass and 
wine samples with photo ID. www.wine-
fest.com, 410-280-3306 

BERLIN SMALL TOWN BLOCK PARTY 
Historic Downtown Berlin, 124 N. 
Main St., Berlin, 12-6 p.m. Free, fam-
ily-friendly event. Local live music, 
bounce houses and slides, local craft 
beverages, curated mouth-melting hot 
sauces and Hot Wing Trivia. 
https://www.facebook.com/events/103
1595321735272 

OSG MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL - 
STRONGEST MAN/WOMAN COMPETITION 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Impressive events such as: 
the Log and Axle Press, Circus Dumb-
bell, Axle Deadlift, Sandbag Toss, Tim-
ber Frame Carry and the famous 
Husafell Carry. 
www.strongman.games/2024-osg-mi-
datlantic-regional, 919-389-2270 

SHOWELL VFD YARD SALE & CHICKEN 
BBQ 
Showell Volunteer Fire Department, 
11620 Worcester Highway, Showell, 8 
a.m.-noon. Cost is $12 for chicken, 
chips, soda and a roll. Cost for yard sale 
table is $10. Set up starting at 6:30 a.m. 

Reserve tables: 
showellvfdauxiliary@gmail.com. 

ANNUAL DOGGIE SWIM 
Mumford’s Landing Pool, 7351 Yacht 
Club Drive, Ocean Pines. Small dogs 
(under 20 lbs.) from 10-10:30 a.m. All 
dogs from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Cost is 
$8 per dog. Handlers must be at lease 18 
years of age. Benefits Wor. Co. Humane 
Society. Rain date Sept. 14. 410-641-
5255 

SATURDAY WRITERS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10 a.m.-11:59 
p.m. Novice and established writers 
gather to share their writing projects. 
Structure includes critiques and appreci-
ation, market leads and writing exer-
cises. Drop ins welcome. 410-641-0650 

CRAFTY SATURDAY: FALL FEELS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. Can 
you see the changes fall has brought? 
Create some fall crafts and celebrate the 
new season. For ages 0-11 years. 410-
208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

TOWN CATS ADOPTION EVENT 
PetSmart, 11330 Samuel Bowen Blvd., 
Berlin. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Town Cats adop-
tion event. 

BARBEQUE SPARERIBS / FRIED CHICKEN 
/ BAKED CHICKEN PLATTERS TO GO 
Calvary United Methodist Church, 8607 
Ironshire Station Road, Berlin, 10:30 
a.m. BBQ ribs, two sides and roll for 
$15. Fried chicken, two sides and roll for 
$12. Baked chicken, two sides and roll, 
$12. Also corn bread, drinks, bread pud-
ding, pies, cakes, etc. 

BEARHOLE FARMS FALL ART FESTIVAL 
Bearhole Farms, 37756 Bear Hole Road, 
Selbyville, 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Featuring 
plein air artists, artist booths, music en-
tertainment, food and more. Rain or 
shine. Free admission and parking. 
bearholefarms@gmail.com, www.bear-
holefarms.com, 302-542-1885 

CHICKEN SALAD AND SHRIMP SALAD 
CARRYOUT 
Bishopville Volunteer Fire Department, 
10709 Bishopville Road, Bishopville, 12-
2 p.m. Homemade chicken salad cost is 
$8 per pint. Homemade shrimp salad 
cost is $15 per pint. Preorder by Sept. 1: 
619-922-9950. 

PORT CITY QUARTET CONCERT 
Back Creek Fellowship Church, 11707 
Back Creek Road, Bishopville, 7 p.m. 
Port City Quartet will present a gospel 
music concert. Pastor Paul Sherwood, 
443-523-5116 

’80S PARTY WITH DELOREANS 
Fenwick Inn, 1200 Coastal Highway, 

Fenwick Island, 7-10:30 p.m. Featuring 
the Deloreans. Tickets available on 
eventbrite or by calling or at the door. 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-de-
loreans-80s-tribute-band-at-fenwick-
inn-tickets-921714923147 

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 
Ocean Parkway, 9 a.m. to noon. Shop for 
everything from fresh local produce to 
unique handmade artisan goods. Open 
to the public. 

Sun., Sept. 8 
OSG MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL - 
STRONGEST MAN/WOMAN COMPETITION 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Impressive events such as: 
the Log and Axle Press, Circus Dumb-
bell, Axle Deadlift, Sandbag Toss, Tim-
ber Frame Carry and the famous 
Husafell Carry. 
www.strongman.games/2024-osg-mi-
datlantic-regional, 919-389-2270 

FREE CONCERT ON THE LAWN 
Calvin B. Taylor House, 208 N. Main St., 
Berlin, 6 p.m. Featuring 80’s Party with 
Full Circle. Also Totally Awesome Outfit 
Contest. www.taylorhousemuseum.org 

FLOUNDER POUNDER 
Bahia Marina at Fish Tales, 2107 Her-
ring Way, Ocean City, 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Participants may fish from their own 
boat or rent a skiff, skimmer or pontoon 
from the marina. This tournament is 
great for the kids. Free to watch, fees to 
enter tournament. www.ocfishtales.com, 
410-430-1157 

BERLIN FARMERS MARKET 
Sundays through October - Pitts Street, 
Commerce Street and Main Street, 
Berlin, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine. 
Featuring more than 50 farmers, bakers, 
growers, brewers, food cultivators, dis-
tillers, creators and artists. Also free kids 
art projects, petting zoo, face painting 
and live music. https://berlinmain-
street.com/farmersmarket/ 

BERLIN FLEA MARKET 
Sundays - Uptown Emporium Parking 
Lot, 13 S. Main St., Berlin, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Vendor opportunities available. 
Julie, 410-726-9012; Bill, 410-629-9656 

SEWING FOR A CAUSE 
Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian 
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30 
a.m. to noon. Learn how to sew while 
making a difference. 410-641-0234 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10 
a.m. www.jw.org 

Calendar Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com 
by 5 p.m. Monday.  All community-related activities will be 
published at no charge.
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Mon., Sept. 9 
STORY TIME: BACK TO SCHOOL 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For ages 
0-5 years. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

WRITING FOR WELLNESS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1:30 p.m. 
Writing about stressful experiences like 
illness may boost health and psychologi-
cal well-being. Uses exercises to stimu-
late creative expression. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

TRUE CRIME BOOK CLUB: ‘A MURDER IN 
HOLLYWOOD’ BY CASEY SHERMAN 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m. 
Join in for an afternoon of true crime. 
410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

MONDAY MOVIE MATINEE 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. 
Come see a movie you might not have 
had a chance to see in the theaters. Light 
refreshments provided. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

GENEALOGY RESEARCH 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 3-6 p.m. 
Need help finding your roots? Come by 
the library and the local history librarian 
can help you navigate the print and on-
line sources. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

WARHAMMER 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4 p.m. Use the 
library’s armies or bring your own. Tuto-
rials and demos will be available, so 
novice and veteran players alike are wel-
come. For ages 12-18 years. 410-641-
0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

T.O.P.S. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169 
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference 
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 5-
6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is a 
weekly support and educational group 
promoting weight loss and living a healthy 
lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-641-0157 

BRIDGE 
Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center, 
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30 
p.m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 
p.m. All ladies who love to sing invited. 
Mary, 410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-
7062. 

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
Mondays - Worcester County Library - 

Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100 

Tues., Sept. 10 
STORY TIME WITH A HERO 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. 
Story time featuring a community hero. 
For ages 0-5 years. 410-641-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

STORY TIME @ THE DELMARVA DISCOVERY 
MUSEUM 
Delmarva Discovery Museum, 2 Market 
St., Pocomoke City, 10:30 a.m. Stories, 
crafts and a visit with the animals. A dif-
ferent animal will be featured every 
month. For ages 0-5 years. 410-957-
0878, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

OC KNITTING GROUP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet? 
Bring whatever project you happen to be 
working on. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT GROUP 
Atlantic General Neurology at the At-
lantic Health Center, 9714 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin, 3:15-4 p.m. Providing dis-
cussions and support, along with educa-
tion on exercise, nutrition, coping 
techniques, medications and develop-
ments in treatment. Kay Kinnikin, 410-
641-4765, 
kkinnikin@atlanticgeneral.org 

ONE MARYLAND ONE BOOK DISCUSSION: 
‘WHAT STORM, WHAT THUNDER’ 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4:30 
p.m. Join in for this community read. 
Copies of the book are available at the li-
brary circulation desk. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BOOK CLUB: ‘IN THE HEART OF THE SEA’ 
BY NATHANIEL PHILBRICK 
Tides & Vine, 106 W. Green St., Snow 
Hill, 5:30 p.m. An evening of books and 
wine. Stop by the library to pick up a 
book anytime, then meet for a discus-
sion at Tides & Vine. Must be at least 21 
years of age. 410-632-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

SAFE BOATING COURSE 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 6-9 p.m. 
Held Sept. 10-12, 6-9 p.m. Cost is $20 
for all three evenings. Register: Barry 
Cohen, 410-935-4807, 
CGAUXOC@gmail.com. 

SONG CELEBRATION 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 6 p.m. Bring a 
song you love to the library and share it 
with other players and writers in a wel-
coming and encouraging space. Origi-
nals encouraged. Listeners welcome. 
410-641-0650, 

www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BEACH HEROES-OC 
Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up 
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round. 
Trash bags, grippers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach 
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7 
p.m. www.jw.org 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health 
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive, 
Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly 
support and education group promoting 
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-
289-4725 

OC KNITTING CLUB 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m. 

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE 
Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and 
others interested in watching or learning 
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info: 
TangobytheBeach.com. 

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS 
Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th 
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with 
optional light weights. 
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com 

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS 
GROUP 
Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
11021 Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m. 
Use the weight loss program/app/plan 
of your choice. Free and open to every-
one. 410-641-4882, 
www.htcanglican.org/activities. 

Wed., Sept. 11 
OC BIKEFEST 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City. Fea-
turing Vendor Village and food and bev-
erages from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. The Ocean 
City Inlet will feature concerts, Wall of 
Death, official merch, food and beverage 
from 3-11 p.m. https://ocbikefest.com 

2024 9/11 PARADE OF BROTHERS 
BOARDWALK RIDE 
Firefighters Memorial, 10 S. Boardwalk, 
Ocean City, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Red Knights Mo-
torcycle Club 9/11 Parade of Brothers mo-
torcycle ride down the Boardwalk to honor 
9/11 victims. Cost is $20 per motorcycle. 
610-470-6071, mikefiazzo@gmail.com 

BARIATRIC SUPPORT GROUP 
Online Zoom call on the first and second 
Wednesday of each month. For non-sur-
gical patients. Atlantic General Bariatric 
Center, 410-641-9568 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. 
Songs, stories and giggles. For ages 0-2 
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

TRIVIA 
Snow Hill 50plus Center, 4767 Snow 
Hill Road, 11 a.m. The group will be 
playing Maryland History Trivia with 
Erin. 410-632-0650, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

MERRY MAKERS: VEGETABLE PRINTING 
KITCHEN TOWELS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m. In 
this adult craft class, the group will use 
cut vegetables and paint to print kitchen 
towels. All supplies provided. Registra-
tion required: 410-208-4014. 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

NATURE WALK & ART JOURNALS 
Cypress Park, 7 Bridge St., Pocomoke 
City, 2:30 p.m. Meet at the pavilion, 
take a walk on the nature trail and stop 
and sketch what you observe. Materials 
provided. Weather permitting. Registra-
tion necessary: 410-957-0878. For all 
ages. 

UNIVERSAL YUMS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 3:30 p.m. 
Are all snacks created equal? Taste test 
some snacks from around the world and 
find out. All food provided. For ages 12-
18 years. 410-208-4014, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

TABLE TOP ROLE PLAYING GAME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5 p.m. 
Come play a selected role-playing game 
for adults and teens. Registration re-
quired: 410-632-0650. www.worcester-
library.org 

FLAMENCO FUEGO: AN ELECTRIFYING 
EVENING WITH GLADIUS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 5:30 
p.m. This all ages program has been de-
scribed as an original performance 
where’Carlos Santana meets Eddie Van 
Halen.” 443-783-6164, www.worcester-
library.org 

SQUARE DANCE LESSONS 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 7-8:30 p.m. Starting 
Sept. 11, the first four lessons are free. 
After that continue with a 12-week 
course for $4 per person, per session. 
Couples and singles welcome. Barbara, 
908-229-8799; Dee, 302-222-4448 

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING 
Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. 
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Third Wednes-
day meetings are offsite and information 
can be found on the website and Face-
book. www.kiwanisofopoc.org. 

Calendar



Page 24 Bayside Gazette September 5, 2024

Local mobile food vendor rules questioned

(Sept. 5, 2024) County officials say 
they will work with the local health 
department to address concerns from 
mobile food vendors regarding equip-
ment certification.  

Worcester County Health Officer 
Becky Jones came before the Worces-
ter County Commissioners on Aug. 20 
to discuss the health department’s 
regulations on mobile food vendors, 
specifically its regulations on mobile 
equipment. While officials reportedly 
receiving several complaints from 
mobile vendors regarding their inabil-
ity to participate in county events, 
they said they were willing to work 
with them to find a resolution. 

“Our focus has and continues to be 
finding workable solutions without 
compromising or jeopardizing the 
health and safety of our community,” 
Jones said. 

Worcester County Chief Adminis-
trative Officer Weston Young told the 
commissioners last week the county 
had received several complaints from 
food vendors who wanted to partici-
pate in this year’s Great Pocomoke 

and Worcester County fairs, but could 
not do so because they struggled to se-
cure the necessary county approvals. 
While the state code requires National 
Sanitation Foundation (NSF) – or 
equivalent – certification on equip-
ment, the vendors say they can con-
tinue to operate in other surrounding 
counties. 

“While each vendor’s situation is 
unique, a common theme amongst all 
of them was the ability and ease to op-
erate in all four counties that sur-
round us, but not in Worcester,” he 
said. 

In his memo to the commissioners, 
Young noted that state code grants 
local health departments the ability to 
allow food equipment without an NSF 
certification, so long as it is not harm-
ful to public health and is consistent 
with industry standards. He said it 
was likely the code section neighbor-
ing counties used to allow such equip-
ment. 

Somerset County food operator 
John Applegate said as much in his 
presentation to the commissioners 
last week. He said that while he was 
allowed to operate his mobile smoker 
in neighboring counties – including 
Somerset, Wicomico and Dorchester 
– he could not do so without a NSF 
certification in Worcester. Applegate 
added that he had reached out to 

three certification agencies, including 
NSF, only to learn they cannot certify 
mobile smokers. Even if they could, 
he said it would cost several thousand 
dollars.  

“I can go to every county, I just 
can’t go to Worcester County because 
I don’t have NSF approval,” he ex-
plained. “And I can’t get it NSF ap-
proved, because I have a pull-behind 
smoker.” 

Acknowledging the issue with mo-
bile smokers, Jones suggested three 
possible solutions – a reciprocity 
agreement with other health depart-
ments, a dedicated certification day in 
which industry experts could be avail-
able to evaluate equipment, or having 
environmental health staff trained to 
certify equipment themselves.  

“As we explore these or any other 
options, I would ask that we keep in 
mind the 15 operators who utilize 
smokers and are currently licensed in 
our county and the other additional 
five vendors who participate in tem-
porary events. These 20 entities have 
adhered to and are compliant with 
COMAR as it relates to their smoker 
equipment,” she said. “Please remem-
ber that certification of equipment is 
just part of the overall approval 
process. The proposed applicant 
would also have to comply with other 
parts of the code to include regula-

tions regarding safe food storage, 
transport and preparation, as well as 
assuring potable water cleaning, 
sewage disposal and, of course, hand 
hygiene.” 

Environmental Health Food Pro-
grams Supervisor Ryan Hayward 
clarified that of the 15 licensed, year-
round operators, none utilized mobile 
smokers. He added that five tempo-
rary vendors did. 

“The five [vendors] tow them 
around on trailers but they are NSF or 
equivalent [certified],” he said. 

Several commissioners questioned 
the fees associated with NSF certifica-
tions and event permits, as well as the 
regulations that are applied to mobile 
vendors but not other food-service 
operators. Jones said the health de-
partment was willing to work with the 
community and had done so in previ-
ous years when concerns were raised 
regarding permit fees. She added that 
the health department hasn’t denied 
applicants wishing to operate mobile 
smokers, but that conversations did 
not continue once they learned of the 
requirements. 

“Quite often it is, I don’t get the an-
swer that I want, then I end the con-
versation. It’s not, come in, let’s talk 
this through or even stay on the 
phone with us and have a little bit 

County regulations viewed 
as more stringent than  
surrounding jurisdictions 
By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor

See HEALTH Page 27

Call 443-256-4871 Today for more information or 
to schedule a visit to our on-site showroom.

443-256-4871

Our Staff is Regularly Tested for Covid-19

24 Hour Awake Staff 
All Private Rooms & Baths 
Three Home-Cooked Meals a Day! 
All Inclusive Pricing 
In-House Doctor Visits 
VA and MAC Subsidy Approved 
Respite Care and Hospice Care
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“The Place That Does It All”

WE PAY CA$H!
For Like New & Used Cars & Trucks

RACETRACK AUTO SALES 

410-352-5070

NEW TRAILERS FOR SALE 
MAINE TAGS AVAILABLEPREVIOUSLY OWNED 

VEHICLES for SALE
MD STATE 
INSPECTED

• ‘17 HONDA CRV LX 
• ‘13 HONDA CRV 
• ‘10 HONDA CRV

2014 HOMESTEADER TRAILER $2,500

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 • 410-352-5070 
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

BEER • WINE 
LOTTERY 

PROPANE REFILLS

SMITH’S 
MARKET

TAG & TITLE 
SERVICE

No Wait  •  Walk-In 
No Appointment Neccessary 

 Mon-Sat 8am - 4:45pm

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

HARD – 22

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles
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more in depth conversation …,” she 
told the commissioners. “I think it 
just has to be a greater meaningful 
conversation, to say, OK, partner with 
us so that we can support you, who-
ever your entity is and, and getting to 
that endpoint, again, as long as we are 
not sacrificing the health and safety of 
our community because that’s what 
we’re charged to do.” 

Young also highlighted the limited 
number of food trucks licensed in 
Worcester County. He said it contin-

ued to be a struggle to secure vendors 
for county events and tournaments. 
He also referenced an instance in 
which a local food vendor was denied 
a temporary license for a baseball 
tournament last fall, as they had al-
ready participated in a similar event 
months prior. He said the health de-
partment had a policy regarding re-
curring events. 

“The reason I put this out there is 
we’re leaning towards having tourna-
ments and events almost every week-
end,” he said.  

Acknowledging the issues at hand, 
Commissioner Chip Bertino sug-
gested they hold another work session 
with the health department in the 
coming weeks. Many of the commis-
sioners said they wanted to see 
changes that made it easier for ven-
dors to do business in Worcester 
County.  

“To be clear, the county commis-
sioners don’t have oversight as to 
what the health department can and 
can’t approve, nor do we have say 
over their procedures to approve or 

not approve, certify or not certify, an 
establishment or a piece of equip-
ment,” Bertino said. “I think we need 
to understand that. But I think we 
have also received from the health of-
ficer that there is very much a willing-
ness to work with what we’re trying to 
accomplish, for being able to move 
forward and see if there are opportu-
nities with reciprocity or other op-
tions that were presented to make 
Worcester County more viable and 
more competitive than our neigh-
bors.”

Pocomoke water project gets state funding

(Sept. 5, 2024) The Maryland Board 
of Public Works last week approved up 
to $777,000 for the improvements to 
the water transmission and distribu-
tion system in Pocomoke City. 

“Clean drinking water is a priority 
for public health and safety,” Sen. 

Mary Beth Carozza (R-38), said in a 
news release. “I am glad to see this 
funding has come through for 
Pocomoke to be used to improve the 
overall water quality for local resi-
dents.” 

Carozza represents Pocomoke City 
and surrounding areas,  

The Pocomoke City Water Line Im-
provements project consists of clean-
ing, inspecting, lining and replacing 
water mains; replacement of pipes, fit-

tings, and various valves; and all asso-
ciated appurtenances in various parts 
of Pocomoke City.  

Phases 1 and 2 of the project are set 
to handle the cured-in-place pipe lin-
ing, and Phases 3 and 4 would handle 
replacements of distribution lines. 
Pocomoke City’s water source is the 
Pocomoke Aquifer, which is accessed 
through drilling wells — about 140 feet 
in depth — and pumping the water to 
the surface for distribution.  

Pocomoke City staff routinely mon-
itor for contaminants in the drinking 
water per federal and state law, and the 
new grant will assist in complying with 
the Safe Drinking Water Act, the re-
lease said. 

The Board of Public Works consists 
of the governor, comptroller, and the 
treasurer, and is responsible for the ex-
penditure of all capital appropriations 
and the superintendence of nearly all 
state public works projects.

Board of Public Works 
approves $777,000 for 
line, pipe improvements

Health officer explains county’s regulations
Continued from Page 24

Your Online Community: www.baysideoc.com
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Daily 11am-3pm
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Sept. 5 - Sept. 12
ADDRESS BR/BA STYLE PRICE AGENT/AGEN

14 82nd Strreeet, Ocean City 4BR/3BA TToownhomes frroom $800,000’s Dan Clayland/Coldwell B

mory Lane, Harbour Court, West OC 3BR/4BR/5BR/6BR Single Family frroom $799,900 Joe Wilson/Coastal L

on HarbourHerro r,, 120th St., Bayside 1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+  Condos, TToowns & SF -   Nanette Pavier/Holiday

4pm   12346 Old Bridge Rd, West OC 3BR/2BA Single Family starting at $239,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life 

4pm   12346 Old Bridge Rd, West OC 2BR/1BA Single Family starting at $179,900 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life 

353 Schooner Lane, Berlin 3BR/2.5 BA Single Family $314,900 Debbie Hileman/Hileman

36 Juneway Lane, Ocean Pines 5/6BR/4BA Single Family $639,900 Debbie Hileman/Hileman

13416 Jefffferson Ave., Ocean City 5BR/4BA Single Family $999,000 Kim Heany/BHHS Pen

. #903 Braemar TCoastal Hwyy. Toowers, OC 2 BR/2BA Condo $550,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

4 Coastal Hwy., Unit 1406, Ocean City 2BR/2 BA Condo $789,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

8814 Hunting Hound Rd, Berlin 3BR/3BA Single Family $649,995 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

alnut Hill Dr377 WWa r.., Berlin 3BR/3.5BA Single Family $734,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

733 Bradley Road, Ocean City 5BR/6BA/2 Half BA Single Family $2,950,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

alnut Hill Dr377 WWa r.., Berlin 3BR/3.5BA Single Family $734,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

4 Coastal Hwy., Unit 1406, Ocean City 2BR/2 BA Condo $789,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

11602 S. Hills Drive, Berlin 5BR/4.5BA Single Family $1,849,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

alnut Hill Dr377 WWa r.., Berlin 3BR/3.5BA Single Family $734,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

04 S. Herroon Gull Court, Ocean City 4BR/4.5BA Single Family $1,399,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

733 Bradley Road, Ocean City 5BR/6BA/2 Half BA Single Family $2,950,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                   

                                               

                                                     

                                      

                                      

                                                                              

                                                                               

                                                                                

                                                                   

                                                                 

                                                                               

                                                                                              

                                                                 

                                                                                        

                                                                   

                                                                                            

                                                                                        

                                                       

                                                               

                                                                                   

                                                                                 

                                                                                                     

                                                                                       

NCY
Banker Realty

Life Realty

y Real Estate

Community

Community

n Real Estate

n Real Estate

nFed Realty
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Banker Realty
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Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. 

Mon-Fri 9am-4pm, Sat 11am-4pm   

Saturrdday 10am-Noon 

Saturrdday 2-4pm 

Saturrdday 11am-1pm 13416 Jef

Friday 11am-1pm 13110 Coastal Hwy

Saturrdday 10am-1pm 11604 Coastal Hwy

Saturrdday 11am-1pm

Saturrdday 1-3pm Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Saturrdday 2-4pm Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Sunday 10am-Noon Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Sunday 11am-1pm 11604 Coastal Hwy Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Sunday 1-3pm Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

TTuuesday 10am-1pm Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

WWeednesday 11am-1pm 304 S. Her Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

WWeednesday 2-4pm Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Saturrdday Noon-2pm 108 Park Side Cirrccle, Berlin 4BR/3.5BA Single Family $725,000 on VJustin Damadio/Irro Vaalley Real Estate

Saturrdday 1-3pm 8800 Coastal Hwy Unit #802, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $620,000 TTeeam Bouse/ReMax Advantage Realty

Friday 12:30-5pm 2 28th St. #804 Ocean City 3BR/3BA Condo $1,150,000 erry Riley/ShorTTe ree4U Real Estate

Sunday 10:30am-3:30pm 2 28th St. #804 Ocean City 3BR/3BA Condo $1,150,000 erry Riley/ShorTTe ree4U Real Estate



PRIMO HOAGIES 
Cahiers Needed 

Full and Part Time 
Visit 133rd Street &  

Coastal Highway 

LOCAL INTERIOR  
REMODELING COMPANY 
Will pay $25 per hour to the 
right person with Carpentry 

and Drywall Skills.  
Text 410-430-5027. 

Maintenance Person 
Needed full time. Light  
maintenance for condo  

building. SeaTime Condo, 
135th St. Apply in person. 

410-250-2262 
 

Small Engine Mechanic 
Year-round. 

Competitive Wages. 
443-754-1047 

Pool -  
General Maintenance.  

Outdoor work, lifting heavy 
objects. Mechanical, basic 

pool pump & motors,  
CPO a plus / not required.  

Able to pass CPO test.  
Summer includes weekends 
& long hours; working alone 

or with others 
410-289-4902 

 ask for Suzanne. 
 

 
RENTALS 

OCEANS CALLING,  
9/27-9/29; COUNTRY 
CALLING 10/4-10/6.  

OC RENTAL, 127th St., 
$300/night. Sleeps 6.  

267-254-0111 

WINTER RENTAL  
Nice 2BR, 2BA, on the water 

in Ocean City, MD.  
$1,800 per mo. + utils.  

Call Karen, 443-880-5727. 

WEEKLY RENTALS 
$300-$500 per week.  

October-May.  
301-331-2209 

OC WINTER RENTAL 
Oct.-May, 3BR, 2BA Condo. 
Fully equipped, 4 TVs, WiFi, 
W/D. 128th St. No smoking, 
No pets. $1,200/mo. + utils. 

Must have income.  
Call 610-507-1298. 

 

WINTER BAYSIDE CONDO 
near Jolly Rogers.  

2BR, 2BA, W/D, AC, cable, 
WiFi, fully furnished. 2 units 

available Sept.-May. Call 
Mike at 410-603-6120. 

www.mbjcproperties.com 

YR RENTAL,  
DOWNTOWN OC 

1BR, 1BA Newly remodeled, 
central air, new bathroom, 

fully furnished, new flooring, 
private parking. $1450/mo. 

incls. cable & elec.  
No pets. 2 people max.  

410-603-9453 

WINTER RENTAL 
Large 1BR, 1BA Condo.  

2 floors, close to Northside 
Park, 127th Street.  

$1,000 per mo. + elec. Refs. 
& sec. dep. 267-254-0111 

YR RENTAL 
3BR, 2BA HOUSE 

Wooded lot off Griffin Rd., 
Berlin, MD. Call for details: 

Beach Real Estate,  
410-629-0224,  

Joanna Laslo, Broker 

YR RENTAL 
3BR, 2BA TOWNHOUSE 
Boat dock located in North 
Ocean City off Rt. 54 on  

Wilson Ave. Newly  
renovated. Call for details: 

Beach Real Estate,  
410-629-0224,  

Joanna Laslo, Broker 

YEAR ROUND RENTAL 
4BR/3BA Home in Ocean 
Pines. Furnished/No Pets. 

$2250 per month plus utils. 
Coldwell  Banker   

Bud Church Realty.  
Call 410-524-7888 

SWANN KEYS: 3/2, turnkey, 
Canal Front Home with  

bulkhead. Available 
9/19/2024 - 5/31/2025. 
$1550/month + elec.  

Call 443-278-3993 leave 
message. 

Seeking YR & Seasonal 
Rentals! Call Howard Martin 

Realty 410-352-5555. 

Waterfront Bayside - Newly 
remodeled 2BR, 2BA Condo 

in North OC. 4 steps to 
ground level off your private 

balcony. Full kitchen, LR, 
DR, W/D, balcony w/tables + 

seating for 6. Seasonal/ 
monthly Dec.-April, $2,000. 

Contact Julie  
443-223-4623. 

 

WINTER RENTAL,  
OCEAN BLOCK CONDO: 

2BR, 2BA, recently updated. 
Exceptionally stocked 
kitchen. Non-smoker/ 

no pets. $1,250 per mo. 
Utils, basic cable & internet 
incld. Available 10/1/2024-
5/31/2025. 610-405-8942 

 

LOTS & ACREAGE 

16 ACRES  
Perked, surveyed and ready 

to build your own private 
oasis, dream home, man 

cave, horse farm, etc. Just 
outside of Bishopville on Rt. 

610. Close to tax free  
shopping, schools &  
hospital. $325,000  

Call Howard Martin Realty, 
410-352-5555. 

 

Commercial Space  
for Lease.  

2-3 Units available, can be  
divided or joined. Approx. 
800-1000 sq. ft. ea. Busy 

major road in Town of Berlin. 
Call 443-880-8885 for 

more information. 

Commercial Office 
Space/Warehouse  
West Ocean City.  

Kitchen & Full Bathroom. 
800 sq. ft., High Ceilings. 

Available Sept. 1st.  
$1,200 per month. Two units 

available, side by side.  
Call 301-748-1977. 

Industrial Space 
Yard and Storage Shed.  

Approx. 10x25+/-  
Route 90/Bishopville.  
Call 443-497-4200. 

2 Office/Retail Spaces  
available in West Ocean  

City. Approximately        
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.   

Call 443-497-4200 
 

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Classifieds 
www.baysideoc.com 

www.oceancitytoday.com

RENTALS RENTALS COMMERCIAL

LOTS & ACREAGE

Call 410-723-6397 
by Monday 5 p.m.

M A R K E T P L A C E

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch & 
Bayside Gazette each week and online at  

oceancitytoday.com & baysideoc.com
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RENTALS

O r d e r  Y O u r  C l a s s i f i e d s  O n l i n e !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends

OC Today-Dispatch

www.oceancitytoday.com

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $20/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

 

 
Currently Hiring Manpower For: 

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters 
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics 

Concrete Work  
o Experience preferred. 
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license   
   are a plus. 
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits  
   package available.   

Please Apply Online:  
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers   

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals  

We Welcome Pets 
7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700 

www.holidayoc.com

 • Line Cooks   • Hostesses  
302-539-2607  

Apply In Person. Fenwick Island

CARPENTERS & CARPENTERS HELPERS 
Must have 

Tools, Transportation, Drivers License 
Experience Preferred 

PATTERSON & SONS BUILDERS 
rhp510@aol.com 

410-641-9530 

Now Hiring   
FENWICK / NORTH OC   

for Extended Season. 
Small family business,  

no exp. req.   
CASHIER  

COOK 
 

Call cell 11am-7pm  
443-859-2401 or  

bus. 302-537-5882, 
11am-7pm 

Great Place to Work!

HIRING: Maintenance  
Manager, Line Cooks, 

Painters, Maintenance Staff, 
Plumber, Security, Carpenters 

and more.  
Apply in person or online at 

seacrets.com

SEASONAL 
WEEKLY 
RENTALS  

Burgandy Inn 
1210 Philadelphia Ave. 

410-289-8581

Classifieds 410-723-6397

It’s not too late to 
advertise your  
winter rentals. 

GET IT 
RENTED  
HERE! 

410-723-6397 
www.oceancitytoday.net 

www.baysideoc.com

Run your business 
 card in our  

SERVICE DIRECTORY 
CALL 410-723-6397 

for pricing!
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Do you have an old bicycle 
not being used? It could 
mean a world of difference to 
a hard-working international 
student. We are looking to 
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at 
443-975-3065. 
 

PONTOON BOAT 
2007 22’ Palm Beach  
Anniversary Model.  

Includes 115 HP Evinrude 
Motor w/2022 Trailer.  

Good Condition/Great Price! 
$11,995. Call for details, 

610-316-3850. 

DONATIONS BOATS/PWC MISC./OTHER

Classifieds  

appear in  

OC Today-Dispatch  

& Bayside Gazette  

each week and  

online at  

oceancitytoday.com 

and baysideoc.com

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK
Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

SERVICES 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228  

www.dental50plus.com/ 
MDDC #6258 

FOR SALE 
Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-993-0969 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move. 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-977-5719 

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net!  Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In 
Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-855-
407-6870 

VEHICLES WANTED 
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/ 
RV - Lutheran Mission Society 
of MD Compassion Place 
ministries help local families 
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA li-
censed #W1044.  

410-228-8437  
www.CompassionPlace.org

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

SERVICES

Eyes that taught  
themselves, 

Deep drought from your 
baby blues, 

To quench my heart’s fire. 
Still hot to the touch, 

Over shoulder glance!
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COMPLETE BODY SHOP   
Auto Sales & Service • Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists

TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE  
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD

410-641-5262
ROUTE 50, BERLIN

 (1/2 Mile East of McDonald’s) 
410-641-3200

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER

autOMOtiVe repair

410-641-3200

BaysideOC.com

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Call Today 302-259-1469 
www.AbsoluteFirstResponse.com 

• Carpet 
• Tile & Grout 
• Upholstery 
• General Cleaning 
• Beach Vacation Rental Cleanings 
• Residential & Commercial 
  Cleanings

Licensed and Insured

CLEANING SERVICES

D E N TA LDENTAL

THE 
HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs 
“WE DO IT ALL”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • MHIC 17433 
“A Family Tradition Since 1935” 
410-893-9707

• Roofing Repairs 
• Roof Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing • 
• Deck Repairs •

• Rain Gutters 
• Gutter Guards 

• Screening 
• Painting 

• Staining 
• Caulking

PARRISH
HANDYMAN SERVICES

PAUL’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS
All phases of home improvements 

No job too small - No job too large 
Handyman Home Services

FREE ESTIMATES 
Over 45 years 

experience

MHIC 
#83501 410-641-7548

HOME IMPROVEMENT

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
   

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

ovement”roImpr
for Home 

oday!To1

ovement Design & Bert

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans
Administration 

Approved Contractor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
   

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
   

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Ceramic • Marble • Glass • Installations 
Specializing in Showers and Bath Renovations

John 
443-497-1351

Free Estimates / Insured 
C.S.G.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTORY

The Area’s #1 Moving Company
BUDGET MOVERS

40+Years in Business                                                  Licensed & Insured

LOCAL • ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial

Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move 
Single Item or Certain Items or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers

MOVING SERVICESmental health

Island Care Mental Health  
Mary Deborah Wilson 

PMHNP  
Avoid the Delays 

Medication & Therapy 
MD DE Lic.     410-641-5190

MENTAL HEALTH

home improvement

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Let’s schedule your Fall & Winter Projects!

We accept MC/Visa 
(410) 641-3762

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Arrive In Style

Airport Service ~ Special Events ~ 
Fun Night On The Town  

410-251-0870 
www.arriveinstyle.com 

Locally owned & operated

CAR VALET & TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

 

 
M
mondRaymondRaym

Electric Ve
443 691 0

Master
Raymond

Residential/Commerc
No Job Too Small! F

35 Years Ex

ELECTRIC

 

 d O’Bd O

ehicle Chargers
 Call or Text 0544 

r Electrician  
d O’Brocki Jr.

ial/Emergencies!
Free Estimates! 
perience

CIAN

 

 

MD Lic #2268   Worces
Residential/Commerc

 

 

ter Co Lic #M1337
ial/Emergencies! 

ELECTRICIAN

MVA licensed
NEW TITLE AND TAGS  AND MORE 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

NEW TITLE AND TAGS  AND MORE 

          www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

WEST OCEAN CITY 

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE 
TRADER LEE’S VILLAGE 

9935 STEPHEN DECATUR HIGHWAY #15

JODY PALMISANO 
410-629-5600 

Open Mon., Fri., 9-2 & Wed. 9-5

MVA LICENSED

cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES
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PRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services 

PRINTING & DESIGN

DIRECTORY

POWERWASHING

all services     
           w/this ad!

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH
Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services

Year round  
services 

w/yearly & 
seasonal  

rates

Hot Water, Powerwashing 
& Soft Wash Systems

• Houses 
• Deck Staining • Decks  

• Docks • Restaurants 
• Shopping Centers  

• Roofs • & More
MHIC 97081 

Ocean City 34629 • Delaware 2004 222 381 
Licensed & Insured

410-603-3400 
Joe Beran/Owner Operator 
acms1st@gmail.com

Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services
Reasonable Rates • Commercial & Residential • Complete Exterior Cleaning

FREE ESTIMATES

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PAINTINGPAINTING

INSTALLATION 
OR REPAIRS 

• Water Heaters 
• Faucets/Sinks           
• Showers/Tubs 
• Water/Sewer Lines    
• Clogged Drains 
• Leaks & More

410-430-3490 • mshaw@LMSPlumbingandgas.com 
MD 20283   Insured

PLUMBING

  

  
  

 
 

INSURED
CENSED & 

17 877 6869

LICE

7
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TREE STUMP G
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 17-877-686971

  

  
  

 
 

57919
YVILLE, DESELB E

TREE STUMP GRINDING
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Easy in and out
omfOffering more c foort positions

Extra support to lower back
Provides relief to muscle and joint pain
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Bring your list of meds
Separated and labled
Simplify your 
daily routine

Call today to
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TAT MEDICSCRIPTION

Wheelchair
FREE with Med

16”” seat width
(1065282)

18”” seat width
(1065287)
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20”” seat width
(1065286)
All black color
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