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(Dec. 12, 2024) An over 60-year-
long tradition is coming to an end in 
Berlin.  

Town residents and visitors will 
have just a few more weeks to stop in 
St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church’s 
beloved thrift 
shop, The 
C h u r c h 
Mouse, until 
the storefront 
closes its doors 
for good on 
Dec. 21. 

The brick-
a n d - m o r t a r 
has been in 
business at its 
current loca-
tion, 101 North Main Street in Berlin, 
since around 1985. 

Before that, The Church Mouse ex-
isted in a few different capacities. Its 
first rendition was as an attachment 
of the Atlantic Hotel. 

It then moved to Old Ocean City 
Boulevard before settling where it is 
today. 

The store is run exclusively by vol-
unteers and features household items 
like teapots, clothing pieces, jewelry, 
books, and more, all affordably 
priced. The profits support local, na-
tional, and global charities and or-
ganizations, including Habitat for 
Humanity, health departments, 
Worcester Youth and Family, various 
homeless shelters, and The Cricket 
Center.  

Thrift 
Mouse 
closing

PHOTO BY J.P. CATHELL PHOTOGRAPHY 
Stephen Decatur senior Peyton Travers, who plays tight end on offense and middle linebacker on defense, is brought to tears after the Seahawks cap-

tured their back-to-back state titles.

Decatur wins 2nd title
The Seahawks come from behind to capture their second 
state championship crown over same opponent. Page 12

Helen Wiley

Berlin institution will go 
silent on Dec. 21, after 
more than six decades
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See CHURCH Page 4
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(Dec. 12, 2024) The town council 
this week adopted the county’s design 
guidelines and standards, a measure 
officials hope will steer commercial 
projects until a planning director can 
be hired to draft a Berlin-specific doc-
ument. 

At the recommendation of the 
planning commission as well as the 
historic district commission, the 
Berlin Town Council on Monday 
voted unanimously to adopt Worces-
ter County’s design guidelines and 
standards for commercial properties 
with minimal revisions. The plan be-
fore the town had some specific 
tweaks for Berlin but is largely the 
county’s guidance.  

Town Administrator Mary Bohlen 
and Planning Commission Chair 
Matt Stoehr told officials this week 
the document would serve as a “stop-
gap” measure until the municipality 
could produce its own guidelines and 
standards.  

“The intent here is to take the 
Worcester County design guidelines 
and standards and adopt them as the 
town’s for the time being until at such 
time as the town will produce its own 
document,” Bohlen said. “As you can 
see from looking through the Worces-
ter County document, it’s quite exten-
sive.” 

At its Nov. 13 meeting, the Berlin’s 
planning commission made a recom-
mendation to the council to adopt the 
county’s design guidelines and stan-
dards, giving commercial developers 
some guidance when submitting plans 
for new projects. Until now, the mu-
nicipality has lacked design standards, 
which created some conflict earlier 
this year when representatives for the 
proposed Microtel Inn and Suites as 
well as the Wawa convenience store 
went back and forth with commission 
members on the respective design of 
the projects. While the commission 
criticized the concepts over their lack 
of historic charm, the developers ar-
gued they could not design a project 
without some sort of roadmap. 

“We are told to return with some-
thing different, but there’s no guid-
ance or details to go by,” Mark 
Cropper, the hotel developer’s attor-
ney, told the commission this sum-
mer. “We are trying to get there, but 
this is a hard arena to work in when 
there’s nothing to work through.” 

To that end, commission members 
last month voted to support the adop-
tion of the county’s commercial de-
sign guidelines and standards with 
some minor wording changes. How-
ever, officials acknowledged the use 
of those standards would be tempo-
rary, as the town’s planning director, 
once hired, would be tasked with 
drafting a document specifically for 
the town’s use. The municipality has 

been without a planning director 
since April, when the former director, 
Dave Engelhart, passed away. 

“When that planning director 
comes on board, I bet it is six months 
to a year before they can even look at 
these guidelines,” Stoehr, planning 
commission chair, said at the Novem-
ber meeting. “They are going to be in-
undated. We need to temper our 
expectations. This stopgap is going to 
last a lot longer than anticipated, and 
understandably so. There is going to 
be a lot of catch up.”  

With support from the planning 
commission, as well as the town’s his-
toric district commission, council 
members on Monday had before 
them a recommendation to adopt the 
county’s guidelines and standards. 
Stoehr told officials the document 
was critical for the development of 
commercial projects.  

“The importance of this has grown 
vastly over the last eight months,” the 
commission chair said. “Our meet-
ings have seen more lawyers involved 
than in the last four years … This is a 
stop gap until you can produce our 
own set of documents.” 

Councilman Jack Orris, however, 
questioned if the document had 
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Berlin approves Worcester’s  
design guidelines for now
By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor

See DESIGN Page 4

FREE CHURRO W/PURCHASE WITH THIS AD!FREE CHURRO W/PURCHASE WITH THIS AD!



Director of the store Helen Wiley, 
who has managed the shop since 2007, 
said that St. Paul has elected to cease 
retail operations at the physical store-
front to save money on operational ex-
penditures and devote more of its 
financial resources to community out-
reach. 

“The authority comes through St. 
Paul’s, and they have decided that in-
stead of taking the money that we 
would be used for rent and other ex-
penses, we could come up with differ-
ent ways to raise the funds so that 
more could go to outreach,” she said.  
“When you spend that money, it takes 
away from what you really want to do.” 

While The Church Mouse will no 
longer serve in its current form, St. 
Paul’s intends to keep the spirit of the 
thrift shop alive. The religious group is 

forming a committee to devise ideas to 
raise funds for homeless shelters and 
charitable organizations. For instance, 
Wiley noted that the church may sell 
items like puzzles and costume jewelry 
and partner with other churches for 
philanthropic projects.  

Dec. 21 is the last day shoppers can 
visit the shop that has served Berlin 
and surrounding communities for over 
half a century. Aside from the budget 
pieces and the financial support they 
offer to the area, Wiley said that the 
positive and friendly atmosphere The 
Church Mouse has created is just as 
important.  

“It’s not just what we have here,” 
she said. “We have clothing and house-
hold items that are affordable for folks. 
But some people come in here and just 
decide that they feel comfortable. They 
feel happy here. They feel they can 

share their stories and whatever is 
going on in their lives. And we listen. 
We listen to the folks. That is also part 
of our outreach mission.”  

“People come from New York and 
other states and even other countries 
and say, ‘I heard I have to come to The 
Church Mouse,’” Wiley continued. “It’s 
because of the warm feeling they get 
when they walk in the door. We are all 
very emotional about [the closing]. We 
will miss the folks we have met over 
the years and the friendships we have 
developed, but we will cherish it and 
continue to reach out to those people.”  

For Wiley, operating the store has 
been “24/7.” From getting calls about 
incoming donations to organizing vol-
unteers, sorting through the pieces, 
and determining price and placement, 

the job has been all-encompassing but 
rewarding.  

“It takes a village to run this place,” 
the director said. “It’s a lot of hours be-
yond just our open times.”  

The store must be cleared off all its 
merchandise by the last day of the 
year. Shoppers will be welcome until 
Dec. 21. After that, anything left will be 
donated to organizations like Diakonia 
and the Stevenson United Methodist 
Church’s Spirit Kitchen, a group that 
provides free meals to the community 
each week. Leftover children’s clothing 
may be given to Worcester County 
Public Schools.  

For its final few weeks, The Church 
Mouse will be open Wednesday 
through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 
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Church Mouse thrift store closing on Dec. 21
Continued from Page 1

“enough teeth.” While acknowledging 
its shortcomings, officials noted the 
document gave the town something 
to provide developers. 

“This gives us so much more than 
what we have,” he said. 

After further discussion, the coun-
cil voted 5-0 to adopt the county’s de-
sign guidelines and standards. The 

resolution also authorizes the plan-
ning commission and historic district 
commission to grant waivers, so long 
as the design achieves the overall ob-
jectives of the document.  

“It keeps things more objective, so 
they aren’t dealing with someone’s 
preference or opinion,” Council Vice 
President Dean Burrell said of the 
adopted guidelines and standards.

Design guidelines move ahead
Continued from Page 3

302-337-3346

ATLANTIC DENTAL 
COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

PREVENTIVE CARE • INVISALIGN 
PERIODONTAL TREATMENT • FULL MOUTH 
RESTORATIONS • IMPLANT RESTORATIONS 

SMILE ENHANCEMENTS 
EMERGENCY SERVICES FOR OUR CURRENT PATIENTS 

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST  
We have generations of experience and are  
well known for our exceptional dental care.   

 

We would like to wish you 
and your family Happy Holidays!



(Dec. 12, 2024) An ambitious new 
funding model might help Ocean City 
pay its eight-figure share of its pro-
posed youth sports complex, one 
which now has an operator and an ar-
chitect on board – but no place yet to 
put it.  

A public-private partnership 
known as a Business Investment Dis-
trict (BID) could be utilized to gener-
ate revenue for the long-proposed 
sports complex using a special assess-
ment. It also could supplement or re-
place the town’s expected funding 
source, an existing 5 percent tax on 
hotel rooms.  

“Rather than raising property 
taxes and/or some other method of 
attack, this is a voted-upon initiative 
that property owners and local busi-
nesses would decide whether they’d 
want to fund a certain project,” said 
Tom Perlozzo, Ocean City’s director 
of tourism and business develop-
ment.  

To get a BID going, resort officials 
would have to ask state legislators to 
write an enabling law that creates a 
specific area on a map, or district, in-
side which a project-specific fee could 
be charged by businesses and passed 
along to consumers.  

And, unlike the room tax, it 
doesn’t have to just be for hotels and 
could funnel down to other busi-
nesses like retailers or restaurants. 
For Ocean City, the district would en-
compass the entire town.   

Perlozzo presented the idea of a 
Business Investment District to the 
resort’s Sports Complex Task Force, 
which met Monday at the convention 
center. It was the group’s first meet-
ing in a year.  

However, the decision of whether 
to pursue a Business Investment Dis-
trict as a revenue source for the 
sports complex lies with Ocean City’s 
mayor and town council, not the Task 

Force, according to Perlozzo.  
“There’s a special committee that 

would form to manage the project,” 
he said. “The government is out of it. 
They collect all the money, and it goes 
to the special project. For this it’s the 
sports complex but it could be any 
large capital improvement.  

Research by Perlozzo and his team 
shows there are about 162 districts 
like this already in the United States, 
including New York City, Philadel-
phia, and Baltimore, where their BID 
is for just for downtown hotels.  

“The state has seen the Baltimore 
City (legislation), and it would be 
easy just to follow and get that,” he 
said. “We’ve actually reviewed the 
bill. We’ve got case study after case 
study looking at what various towns 
and states have used. Again, it’s a vi-
able option.” 

Factors like how many years it 
would last and what percentage or 
dollar amount gets collected are vari-
able based on need. Rates can also 
vary based on the business; Perlozzo 
said a hotel could charge users one 
amount, and a short-term rental like 
an AirBnB might charge a different 
amount.  

“It’s in its very early stages, but it’s 
a definite opportunity to fund the 
sports complex,” Perlozzo said. “The 
whole goal, it’s always been, if the 
state funds the facility by 80 percent, 
we fund the other 20 percent through 
this mechanism. The operations that 
were presented will pay for them-
selves. This is not going to cost the 
taxpayers any money. It should be a 
win-win for everyone.” 

Aiming to zhuzh the resort’s hos-
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OC mulls sports complex funding 
New Business Investment     
District proposed, would  
require legislative action
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

See TASK Page 6

BRIAN SHANE/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Ocean City Tourism and Business Development 

Director Tom Perlozzo is pictured during the 

sports complex task force meeting Monday. 
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pitality economy by capturing a share 
of the thriving youth travel sports 
market, the sports complex has been 
one of Ocean City’s white whales for 
several years. In 2019, Ocean City 
commissioned a market and eco-
nomic analysis by the Maryland Sta-
dium Authority (MSA), one that had 
to be re-thought after the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

Ocean City now has an 80/20 
partnership with the MSA to fund the 
project. The MSA has contracted with 
an architectural firm, and design 
work is scheduled to begin early next 
year, according to MSA Executive 
Vice President Gary McGuigan. An 
updated cost estimate will come after 
environmental and logistical chal-
lenges, like easements or archaeolog-
ical issues, are assessed. 

The location of the sports complex 
remains up in the air. The MSA says 
its architect will evaluate the costs 
and infrastructure needs at three pro-
posed locations: a 95-acre property 
along Route 50 next door to Stephen 
Decatur High School, a 150-acre par-
cel just west of Berlin, and a 147-acre 
parcel near the intersection of Routes 
113 and 589. The sites were made 
public through the MSA’s request-
for-proposal process. 

On an 80/20 split with the state, 
Ocean City’s share of a possible $150 
million project could be $30 million, 
an amount that would be paid for by 
bond financing.  

To cover the annual debt service 
on the bond, estimated to be $3 mil-
lion, Ocean City officials had been 
planning to rely on revenue from its 
room tax. Resort officials even had 

the room tax’s 5 percent cap lifted by 
way of state legislation, pushing the 
revenue source to a possible 6 per-
cent collection rate.  

But there’s a hiccup: in order to se-
cure that 6 percent rate, Ocean City 
has to get approval from Worcester 
County’s Board of Commissioners, 
and approval has to be unanimous 
from all seven member. If not, the 5 
percent rate remains unchanged, an 
outcome Ocean City doesn’t want. 

Privately, resort officials worry 
they don’t have the votes for unanim-
ity at the county level, which is why 
the Business Investment District is 
being floated as another tool in the 
toolbox as a revenue generator for the 
sports complex. 

“In order to move the project for-
ward, we need to have an alternative 
mechanism,” to the room tax, Per-

lozzo said, “and this allows that to 
happen.” 

Another step forward in the 
process is that Ocean City has hired 
an operator for the sports complex: a 
specialty outfit called Sports Facilities 
Companies (SFC). Jim Arnold with 
SFC presented his findings to the 
Task Force at Monday’s meeting.  

Arnold said they’ll be marketing 
the facility for at least 18 months be-
fore it opens, by hitting major trade 
shows and talking to major event op-
erators to get deals done.  

“We see no reason why this com-
plex isn’t at capacity before we even 
open the doors,” he told the task 
force. 

The sports complex would be both 
indoor and outdoor. An estimated 
147,000 square feet of indoor space 
would include space for 10 basketball 
courts that are convertible to 20 vol-
leyball courts, as well as a 5,000 
square foot room for community 
rental.  

On the outdoor side, there would 
be fields for baseball and softball that 
could convert to a full-size soccer or 
lacrosse field, giving the complex the 
ability to host up to eight high school 
baseball games or up to 16 youth 
baseball or softball games. Exterior 
space also would include support 
buildings, concessions, restrooms, as 
well as an outdoor gathering space.  

“One of the big things we’re seeing 
in these complexes around the coun-
try is, much like that indoor space 
where people want to step away a bit, 
is some dedicated spaces to families 
that come from tournaments to be 
able to kind of – well, get away from 
the athletic experience and get more 
into kind of the bonding and family 
and entertainment aspects,” Arnold 
said. 

Main revenue from the sports 
complex would come from field 
rentals, while other revenue streams 
could include food and beverage 
sales, gate fees or parking, retail mer-
chandise, on-site vendors, or spon-
sorships and naming rights.  

He said its first year would break 
even, but from there on, there could 
be upwards of $1 million in opera-
tional revenue. As far as economic 
impact, the sports complex could see 
$52 million in Year 1 direct spending, 
growing to $87 million by Year 5, 
with the potential for $125 million 
over 20 years.   

“I’d say this is probably one of the 
more exciting opportunities I’ve seen 
in quite some time in the industry 
just based on the market conditions,” 
Arnold said. “The gaps that are cur-
rently there, just not a whole lot of 
competition in terms of size and scale 
around an area.”
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Task force hears favorable economic report
Continued from Page 5
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Berlin approves vendor for 
electric metering project

(Dec. 12, 2024) The Berlin Town 
Council this week awarded a $893,000 
contract to install advanced electric me-
ters. 

In June, the Town of Berlin issued a 
request for proposals from vendors to 
design, supply, install and implement 
Advanced Metering Infrastructure 
(AMI). And on Monday, Electric Utilities 
Director Tim Lawrence came back be-
fore the council with a recommendation 
to award the RFP to NexGrid, one of 
seven vendors to bid on the project. The 
town’s electric utility consultant re-
viewed the bids and chose NexGrid as 
the best fit. 

“Our first choice would be NexGrid,” 
he said. “NexGrid has the lowest recur-
ring cost.” 

The contract, Lawrence said, totaled 
$893,339, which included a 20-year 
prorated warranty. Additionally, the 
town would incur an annual cost of 
$18,456 for maintenance and profes-
sional services fees once the electric me-
tering system is deployed.  

“That’s basically for hosting the sys-
tem on the cloud,” he said. “Also for 
technical support, software updates, and 
that type of thing.” 

Similar to a smart water meter project 

the town completed last year, the ad-
vanced electric metering project will 
allow the town to record energy con-
sumption and collect data in real time, 
meaning that electric meters will no 
longer need to be read manually. 
Lawrence said the new AMI system 
would also benefit users, as they will be 
able to access a portal that tracks their 
power consumption.  

“For example, when their air condi-
tioning kicks on or their heater kicks on, 
they can actually see their power con-
sumption rise,” he said. “So they could 
actually sit at home and tweak their elec-
tric system themselves, to reduce the 
current consumption.” 

Lawrence added that the AMI system 
would give the department the capability 
to monitor outages and power usage. He 
said it also utilizes temperature sensing, 
which alerts the department of any fire 
hazards.  

“So there are several bells and whis-
tles that come with this system,” he said, 
“very elaborate and very detailed so 
there’s a lot that we can do with it.” 

A report from Booth & Associates, the 
town’s consultant, shows the town re-
ceived seven bids, which ranged from 
$500,000 to $1.2 million. However, 
Lawrence noted that not all vendors met 

By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor

See COUNCIL Page 8
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(Dec. 12, 2024) Worcester County 
Public Schools continue to yield aca-
demic success, per a report released by 
the Maryland State Department of Edu-
cation this week.  

MSDE unveiled its annual Maryland 
Report Card update on Tuesday, Dec. 3. 
The report card is a rating tool intro-
duced by the state in 2018 to keep the 
school community, consisting of stu-
dents, parents, teachers, and staff, up to 
date on a facility’s performance. The 
scores are highlighted by how many stars 
one through five an individual institution 
receives. The number of stars a school se-
cures is determined by the total points of 
possible points earned, which relies on 
multiple components like graduation 
rate, curriculum, test scores, student and 
educator surveys, and attendance. A 

school must have at least 45 possible 
points to be eligible for a ranking. The 
highest number of potential points an ed-
ucational center can have is 100.  

According to a press release issued by 
WCPS Coordinator of Public Relations 
and Special Programs Carrie Sterrs, 11 
schools in Worcester County were given 
a star rating, and nearly 91% of these fa-
cilities received four or five stars. The 
school system’s press release maintained 
Worcester “has highest concentration of 
four- and five-star schools in latest 
school report card data release.” 

The WCPS release specified that ele-
mentary and middle schools are rated by 
academic achievement, including factors 
like the percent of students proficient in 
English Language Arts (ELA) and math, 
academic progress, progress in achieving 
English language proficiency, and meas-
ures of school quality and student suc-

cess, such as the percent of students not 
chronically absent and access to a well-
rounded curriculum.  

Maryland high schools are rated based 
on academic achievement, graduation 
rate, readiness for postsecondary success, 
progress in English language proficiency, 
school quality, and student success.  

“All schools’ calculations incorporate 
school composite scores on a statewide 
School Survey, which is based on input 
related to safety, community, environ-
ment, and relationships,” the press re-
lease added.  

Berlin Intermediate School received 
four stars for the 2023 to 2024 academic 
year, maintaining the same score from 
2022 to 2023. Buckingham Elementary 
School also remained at four stars, as did 
Showell Elementary School, Snow Hill 
High School, Stephen Decatur Middle 
School, and Pocomoke High School.  

Ocean City Elementary School in-
creased its rating from four stars in 2022 
to 2023 to five stars for the 2023 to 2024 
calendar. Stephen Decatur High School 
saw a positive trend, as the facility’s score 
rose from three to four stars in the most 
recent report. Pocomoke Elementary 
also jumped from three to four stars, as 
did Snow Hill Middle.  

The WCPS press release indicated 
that Pocomoke and Ocean City Elemen-
tary Schools improved their scores due 
to “significant progress in reducing their 
chronic absenteeism.”  

Pocomoke Middle was the only 
school to see a decrease. From 2022 to 
2023, the institution received four stars, 
but from 2023 to 2024, it only collected 
three. Snow Hill Elementary School, 
Worcester Technical High School, and 
Cedar Chapel Special School did not 
qualify to receive a star rating as they did 
not have the minimum of 45 or more 
possible points.  

Still, the MSDE report revealed that 
WCPS has the highest concentration of 
four—and five-star facilities of all school 
systems in Maryland.  

“I continue to be in awe of our 
schools’ positive trajectory in Maryland’s 
accountability system,” Superintendent 
of Schools Louis H. Taylor said in the 
WCPS statement. “Worcester continues 
to outperform our counterparts across 
the State, and today’s release is just an-
other example of how we are delivering 
dividends on the investment our com-
munity has made in our educational sys-
tem.” 

Taylor also noted that despite the per-
centage of economically disadvantaged 
students enrolled in the area’s educa-
tional system, the kids continue to thrive. 
In Worcester County, 49% of children 
are eligible for free and reduced meals, 
meaning they live in homes at or below 
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the town’s requirements, including out-
age detection, advanced safety features 
and more.  

While not the lowest bid, Lawrence 
said NexGrid included a 20-year war-
ranty valued at $130,800. He said the 
company was also highly rated by mu-
nicipalities that had contracted with 
NexGrid.  

Following Lawrence’s presentation, 
the town council voted 5-0 to award the 
RFP to NexGrid. The project, officials 
noted, would be funded through a bond.  

“This will do two things,” Council Vice 
President Dean Burrell said. “It will as-
sist our electric department to operate 
more effectively and efficiently, and it 
will provide the customer information at 
a moment’s notice as to how they can 
monitor the uses of their electricity, 
which serves us all a lot better.”

Council votes to 
award contract 
Continued from Page 7

School officials pleased with annual report 
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See OC Page 9
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Strategic plan survey seeks 
opinions from OP residents

(Dec. 12, 2024) An anonymous, on-
line survey is now open for Ocean Pines 
community members as part of an out-
reach effort.  

An email was sent out Monday from 
the Ocean Pines Association’s Strategic 
Planning Advisory Committee encour-
aging residents to take part in a new on-
line survey. 

“The purpose of this periodic survey 
is to gather Ocean Pines property own-
ers’/residents’ input on the development 
and evaluation of long-range plans for 
Ocean Pines,” the survey states. “A long-
range plan will help guide the decision-
making process over the next 3-5 years, 
and your input and opinions are critical 
to help establish future priorities. Impor-
tantly, your individual responses will be 
kept strictly confidential and anony-
mous.” 

The 17-question survey seeks to gauge 
what’s important to community resi-
dents, what amenities are used and the 
level of satisfaction, whether specific new 
amenities should be explored if any, a 
rating of current Ocean Pines challenges 
and opportunities and whether the asso-
ciation is reaching expectations on a 
broad range of topics. 

The survey also asks residents to 

make one recommendation for “Ocean 
Pines to improve upon in the next 3-5 
years.”  

Age range, gender and annual income 
range were also requested in the survey 
for “classification purposes.” 

The survey is available at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/202
4OPAsurvey. 

At the end of the survey, it’s stated the 
results will be presented at a future 
Ocean Pines Town Hall meeting and be 
available on Ocean Pines Association 
website.

By Steve Green 
Executive Editor

OC Elementary  
earns five stars

the state’s poverty rate. 
“Research shows the number one in-

dicator of a school’s performance is its 
level of poverty, but here in Worcester 
County, our schools continue to help stu-
dents rise above their circumstances to 
reach success,” Taylor said.  

The report revealed that 41% of facil-
ities earned four or five stars across all 
school levels statewide, while 83% col-
lected three or more. 

Continued from Page 8
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‘Turnover savings’ expected 
with retirement incentive

(Dec. 12, 2024) An early retire-
ment incentive and new light poles 
for the Stephen Decatur Middle 
School parking lot were approved by 
the Worcester County Board of Edu-
cation last week.  

On Tuesday, Dec. 3, the school sys-
tem’s governing group met, and they 
unanimously passed an early teacher 
retirement incentive, as they have in 
prior years. Chief Operations and 
Human Relations Officer Dwayne 
Abt said the program supports re-
cruitment efforts and yields turnover 
savings.  

“We should be seeing some 
turnover savings as with our senior 
teachers retiring, those at the top of 
our scale, making the most money,” 
Abt said. “When we do these things, 
we usually see turnover savings each 
year.”  

The incentive will also fuel teacher 
recruitment, which is done via a job 
fair each March. Given budget con-
cerns and staffing questions, the op-
erations officer noted that the school 
system could not take advantage of 
last year’s fair. However, he added, 
“This year in March, with this incen-
tive, we will be able to be first out of 

the gate, hiring great people again.”  
The program incentivizes teachers 

to retire early by offering 10% of the 
employee’s salary and paying up to 
$25 per sick day that would have re-
mained in the individual’s bank. 
Board member Bill Buchanan mo-
tioned the initiative, which was sec-
onded by member Jon Andes.  

The Worcester County Board of 
Education also approved replacing 
the original 28-year-old light poles in 
the Stephen Decatur Middle School 
parking lot.  

According to Maintenance and 
Operations Manager Sam Slacum, 
the existing fixtures were determined 
to be structurally compromised upon 
inspection. The old poles will be re-
placed with new aluminum, high-ef-
ficiency LED lighting.  

Slacum said that four bids were 
submitted for the project. These com-
panies include Carters Electric for 
$106,500, Lywood Electric for 
$92,530, Mid Atlantic Energy for 
$104,000, and Adex Electric for 
$77,738.  

Adex Electric was chosen to com-
plete the SDMS light replacement ini-
tiative. The Worcester County 
Commissioners are providing fund-
ing. 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire HomesServices and the Berkshire  
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of the HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.
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(Dec. 12, 2024) Ever since last 
year’s title game win, Stephen De-
catur varsity football team had a goal 
– to repeat as state champions. The 
mission was accomplished in dra-
matic fashion last Saturday as the 
team captured its 28th straight win to 
become back-to-back champs. 

In what turned into a game domi-
nated by imposing defenses, Stephen 
Decatur’s high-powered offense 
shined in crunch time, scoring a 
touchdown with under two minutes 
in the game to win its second consec-
utive MPSSAA 2A championship, 13-
12. 

Decatur came out strong taking 
the opening drive the length of the 
field for a touchdown against Hunt-
ingtown. Senior Nathan Tapley, who 
often came into play quarterback 
throughout the season in short 
yardage situations, scored on a two-
yard quarterback sneak with just 
under six minutes left in the first 
quarter. Tapley scored in a similar 
fashion last week against Westlake. 

After the initial score, the teams 

exchanged punts for much of the first 
half, but with about nine minutes left 
in the second quarter Decatur had a 
chance to expand its lead, but a 32-
yard goal was missed.  

After halftime, Huntingtown came 
out a different team, converting mul-
tiple third downs and driving the 
length of the field. The drive was 
capped off by a two-yard run by Lan-
don Cawley with 4:55 left on the third 
quarter clock. The point after kick 
was blocked, bringing the score to 7-
6 with Decatur ahead.  

Huntingtown continued to control 
momentum with its rushing attack, 
grabbing the lead on a 57-yard sprint 
by quarterback Dominic Hickman. A 
two-point conversion attempt was 
unsuccessful when Cawley was 
stopped short of the goal, but the 
Hurricanes held a 12-7 lead with 2:36 
left on the clock.  

Decatur’s offense came alive on 
what would turn out to be its final 
drive of the season. Quarterback 
Johnny Hobgood connected with 
senior wideout Trybe Wish for 32 
yards to extend the drive into Hunt-
ingtown’s side of the field. With the 
ball at Huntingtown’s 24-yard line, 
Hobgood connected in the back of the 
endzone with Zakhari Baker for the 
touchdown. With the Seahawks now 
leading 13-12, Decatur went for a 

two-point conversion to gain a three-
point lead but was unsuccessful. The 
drive only took 67 seconds. 

Huntingtown’s final drive – which 
began with 1:51 left on the clock — 
featured a few first downs before a 
pass on 4th down with four yards to 
go from the Decatur 35-yard line fell 
incomplete, giving Decatur its second 
consecutive title. 

The game’s box score told the story 
of the game, as Huntingtown domi-
nated on the ground with 284 rush-
ing yards on 52 attempts (5.5 yards 
per rush) while Decatur managed 11 
yards net rushing on 23 attempts. On 
the flipside, Huntingtown only man-
aged four completed passes for 50 
yards while Decatur had 17 comple-
tions for 233 yards. Huntington 
recorded 334 total offensive yards 
compared to Decatur’s 244 yards 
gained from scrimmage. Behind the 
balanced rushing game, Hunting-
town won the time of possession bat-
tle with 27 minutes compared to 
Decatur’s 21 minutes. 

For Decatur, Hobgood had 17 
rushing yards and 233 passing yards. 
Senior Davin Chandler had six recep-
tions for 77 yards and Wise added 
four receptions for 47 yards. Baker 
had the winning touchdown catch 
and 78 total receiving yards.  

Before the game last week, De- catur Head Coach Jake Coleman 
called his team “battle-tested” after a 
couple close playoff games where the 
players had to overcome adversity to 
stave off upset bids. Coleman’s de-
scription played out as it took grit and 
determination to overcome the late 
deficit to win the crown, capping off 
an impressive two-year run for the 
program. 

In a post-game press conference, 
Coleman said ever since the team 
won the championship last year the 
focus has been on bringing home an-
other championship. He said the 
team’s approach was centered on re-
peating as state champions. 

“It was 100 percent about repeat-
ing, make no mistake about it,” Cole-
man said. “We had a very young 
group last year. These guys, from the 
time the state championship was 
won, we gave them Christmas break, 
and I’m not kidding you, we have 
been after it the entire time since. We 
had a little chip on our shoulder. My 
son (last year’s Bayside player of the 
year Brycen Coleman) told me, hey 
dad, ‘you ain’t won one without me.’ 
I said, ‘hmm, okay, I whispered that 
into a couple guys’ ears. I also told 
them at the beginning of the year: it’s 
your time, you’re the superstars now.’ 
And they played like it. They took 
ownership of the team.” 

The coach’s son – a freshman on 
Vanderbilt University’s football team 
— was in the stands in Annapolis to 
watch his alma mater repeat Satur-
day night. Hundreds of fans traveled 
to Navy-Marine Corps Stadium for 
the game.
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Decatur rallies to win second championship
Seahawks comes back late 
to win, capping off second 
straight perfect season 
By Steve Green 
Executive Editor

PHOTO COURTESY J.P. CATHELL PHOTOGRAPHY 
Senior Trybe Wise hauls in a critical first down 

pass from quarterback Johnny Hobgood late in 

the fourth quarter. Hobgood would next connect 

with Zakhari Baker in the end zone.
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Teal Bay Mitzvah supporting 
first responders with efforts

(Dec. 12, 2024) The Ocean Pines-
based community outreach team Teal 
Bay Mitzvah is making the lives of local 
first responders easier this holiday sea-
son by collecting small but important 
everyday items.  

The charitable group runs two phil-
anthropic programs a year. This winter, 
Cindy Spicknall, one of Teal Bay Mitz-
vah’s members, met with the Ocean 
Pines police, fire, and rescue heads to 
ask how they could support the first re-
sponders. Upon feedback, the do-
gooder team has decided to collect 
Keurig pods, both caffeinated and decaf-
feinated; sugar packets, Stevia and raw 
sugar; Gatorade, regular and zero calo-
ries; and bottled water. After the drive, 
all the items will be divided up according 
to each department’s needs. Individuals 
wanting to give back can purchase any 
of the listed articles and drop them off 
or ship them to 2 Riverside Court in 
Ocean Pines until the end of the year.  

“Every campaign involves research,” 
Margit Novack of Teal Bay Mitzvah said. 
“We asked if we could bring dinner, and 
they said no. But they said we could do 
things to make their lives more pleasant. 
Things they wouldn’t spend their money 
on but would make their day-to-day 

lives better.”  
Novack noted that the emergency 

service groups often host their own 
fundraisers for equipment and expan-
sion efforts. For instance, the Ocean 
Pines Volunteer Fire Department holds 
a yearly vehicle raffle, a bingo night, and 
other initiatives to pay for projects like 
apparatus replacement and the upcom-
ing renovations to the South Station. As 
such, the more mundane but just as im-
portant items, including coffee, 
Gatorade, and water to stay energized 
and hydrated, are left to the wayside. 
Teal Bay Mitzvah believes that their ini-
tiative will support the groups dedicated 
to safeguarding the neighborhood.  

“We don’t always think about it, but 
for me, the EMTs have been to my 
house twice since I moved here,” No-
vack said. “This is not in the abstract. It’s 
how we keep ourselves safe.”  

Teal Bay Mitzvah hopes to secure six 
months’ worth of items for each depart-
ment. Once the drive concludes, the ad-
vocates will use the feedback to 
determine which emergency service 
group needs which products most. 
While the OPVFD has specified that 
they do not want any snacks, the police 
have indicated they would.  

Novack said that these kinds of out-

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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Offshore wind     
positives ignored 

Editor, 
On the issue of offshore 

wind for Ocean City, each 
person’s viewpoint is colored 
by a personal agenda or in-
dividual experience. It might 
be the lens of business and 
economics, tourism, the en-
vironment and ecosystems, 
climate change, local liveli-
hoods, etc. The dominant 
theme of local opinion has 
been driven by a culture of 
negativism and fear, so that 
any positive arguments have 
been obscured or silenced.  

There is an ongoing need 
to highlight the many ir-
refutable benefits of offshore 
wind power that have been 
mainly ignored. It is time for 
everyone to look at the long 
view, not the short-sighted 
view — the facts, not the 
emotions. 

There are certain truths 
that we need to pay attention 
to: 

Maryland, and the East-
ern Shore specifically, con-
sumes five times the amount 
of power than it produces. 
There is a growing need to 
import electrical energy. 
Wind and solar power offer 
viable, sustainable options. 
Soon there will be a shortfall 
of electicity to meet the 
needs of residents and busi-
nesses. 

The energy grid is fragile.  
It will need to be reinforced 
to accommodate expansion. 

The population is steadily 
increasing with more hous-
ing developments and condo 
units popping up in proxim-
ity to highly sought beaches.  

Cutting down on the use 
of fossil fuels will help to re-
duce emissions of carbon 
monoxide and slow the ur-
gent threat of climate change 
and the resultant rise in 
water levels.  

Coupled with those facts 
is some more information 
that has not been readily put 
forth by the naysayers, some 
of the favorable ways the off-
shore wind operations are 
regulated: 

To protect whales, there 
are strict mitigating guide-
lines for wind power devel-

opers. On a construction 
site, safety boats patrol a ra-
dius around a construction 
site watching for whales. 
When the monopiles are ini-
tially being driven in, it is 
only at 5% of capacity with 
bubbles and sound vibra-
tions creating a warning to 
whales. The pile-driving 
ramps up slowly so that 
whales have a chance to get 
acclimated and avoid the 
site. 

In the construction crew, 
there is a safety officer on 
board to watch out for ma-
rine mammals and shut op-
erations down when they are 
in the area.  

Yes, the occasional whale 
or other mammal may wash 
up on a beach, but that has 
always been the case way be-
fore there was offshore wind. 
(Ironically, claims were 
made of wind turbines 
killing whales in the Ocean 
City area before any con-
struction started!) Most 
whale deaths are due to col-
lision with ships or high-
speed sportfishing boats. 
During the migratory season 
from October to April, the 
speed limit for boats going to 
and from the construction 
site is 10 mph, while there is 
no limit on sportfishing 
boats that can cruise at over 
40 knots and burn 200+ gal-
lons of fuel per hour. 

Research has showed that 
wind farms don’t appear to 
harm migratory birds or 
fish. In fact, the Block Island 
platforms have created a 
habitat for mussels and bar-
nacles and attract more fish 
(and more fishermen). Nor 
have they been a hazard to 
navigation.In Block Island, 
Rhode island, there are five 
wind generators three miles 
offshore. Rather than being 
met as a threat, harm, or 
eyesore, tour vans from the 
island stop to let their 
tourists view the graceful 
structures gently generating 
electricity, which supplies 
the whole island on average 
with the needed fuel. Fishing 
charter boats take their 
clients out to the reef that 
has formed around the con-
struction site, now a habitat 
attracting fish. The wind 

generators have become a 
tourist attraction rather than 
a detriment. The fact is 
tourism has not been hurt in 
Block Island or anywhere 
there are wind turbines. Fur-
thermore, the island resi-
dents’ fuel bills have gone 
down considerably. 

Clearly, more clean en-
ergy is needed and fossil fuel 
production needs to be cut. 
It is disturbing that Ocean 
City and Worcester County 
officials have turned a blind 
eye to these facts and have 
capitalized on emotional 
fear-producing arguments 
that are short-sighted and 
ultimately destructive. We 
invite them to be more 
proactive and problem-solv-
ing and work with govern-
ment officials to offer better 
suggestions than the “Just 
Say NO mentality.” We need 
to take the long view, not the 
short view, to preserve our 
lifestyle and community. 
Will we be able to say that 
we are making the next gen-
eration proud and pro-
tected? 

In the early stages of our 
democracy (1795) Edmund 
Burke gave us our motto to 
stand for: “The only thing 
necessary for the triumph of 
evil is for good men to do 
nothing.” 

Monty and Sara Lewis 
Berlin 

 
Teacher responds to 
concerning letters 
Editor, 

I am a teacher in Worces-
ter County and I recently 
read some Bayside Gazette 
Letters to the Editor that 
concerned me.  

Both letters were in rela-
tion to the recent Board of 
Education elections in 
Worcester County, and both 
letters had questionable ma-
terial in it. In one letter, 
Susan Ostrowski says “poli-
tics is a bloodsport” while 
John Huber said “ This elec-
tion also showed the tension 
between Worcester County’s 
predominantly conservative 
values and Maryland’s 
broader state policies.”  

Recently, there was a very 

Letters

Continued on Page 17

The Town of Berlin made a major move in a positive di-
rection this week when the Town Council agreed to adopt 
Worcester County’s building design guidelines and stan-
dards for commercial properties. 

By doing so, town government has given contractors 
and developers a foundation, as it were, on which to build 
their visions while staying within parameters that ought 
to pass muster with the town’s planning commission. 

The council’s incorporation of these standards in the 
planning playbook, after all, is the result of the planning 
commission’s inability to tell developers in clear terms 
what it wants to see in their proposed projects. 

This was painfully apparent when the commission went 
around and around over the designs proposed for the Mi-
crotel Inn and Suites and Wawa convenience store proj-
ects. Members didn’t like what they saw but could not 
explain to the applicants what they wanted to see. 

This “I’ll know it when I see it” approach to encouraging 
designs that are compatible with the town’s image wasn’t 
just frustrating for developers and the council, it also 
added to the expense of the projects, as their paid advo-
cates and experts had to fumble in the dark for answers. 

Using the county’s guidelines, however, should clear 
some of the fog that tends to settle over such construction 
proposals when the discussion turns to aesthetics. 

They won’t cause all the hazy admonitions and direc-
tions to disappear, because these standards were created 
for the county, not Berlin, which requires a more specific 
approach to determining architectural appearances. 

That, however, will be addressed when the town fills its 
planning director vacancy. But in the meantime, the 
county’s design book gives it something work with, and 
that’s no little thing. It’s a big step forward. 

Design standards will 
serve town ... for now
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Museum planning events to 
coincide with USA’s 250th

(Dec. 12, 2024) While America’s 
250th anniversary is still two years 
away, officials with the Calvin B. Tay-
lor House Museum are already mak-
ing preparations to celebrate the 
semiquincentennial.  

Melissa Reid, museum president, 
told the Berlin Town Council on Mon-
day that the museum has plans to in-
troduce several events in 2026, which 
will mark the 250th anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. As the country celebrates 
its history, officials with the museum 
will also prepare exhibits and activities 
that celebrate Berlin’s past. 

“The Taylor House Museum for the 
last several years has worked to focus 
on events and get our name out there 
in the community a little more, and 
that has been fairly successful,” Reid 
said. “We’ve definitely had some more 
successful events lately, but we feel 
like the United States’ 250th anniver-
sary gives us a chance to sort of reori-
ent everybody back to the fact that we 
are a museum.” 

In its mission to tell the stories of 
Berlin, Reid said the museum will in-
troduce an exhibit that focuses on the 
town’s renaissance. She said photos 

will show the growth and regeneration 
of the municipality over the decades.  

“In our photo archives, we have 
some fascinating photographs of what 
it really looked like in the 70s, and 
some of us were here to remember 
that,” she told the council. “But I think 
there are lots of people that have come 
to Berlin or that have grown up since 
then that really don’t know what it 
looked like in the 1970s and the com-
munity effort it took to get to where we 
are today. And so our focus, our hope, 
for that exhibit is to really show some 
before and after photographs so that 
people can see what it used to look like 
and, again, the community work it 
took to get us where we are today.” 

Reid said the museum also has 
plans to introduce a multimedia walk-
ing tour in 2026. She said images from 
the museum’s archives will be used to 
tell the stories of the town’s various in-
dustries. For example, as participants 
stand at the location of Berlin’s former 
Harrison Nurseries, the basket fac-
tory, or the railroad station, they can 
access photos and information from 
the museum’s website to learn more 
about each industry. 

“This would move a little past the 
historic house tours that have been 

By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor

See BERLIN Page 17

Call 443-256-4871 Today for more information or 
to schedule a visit to our on-site showroom.

443-256-4871

Our Staff is Regularly Tested for Covid-19

24 Hour Awake Staff 
All Private Rooms & Baths 
Three Home-Cooked Meals a Day! 
All Inclusive Pricing 
In-House Doctor Visits 
VA and MAC Subsidy Approved 
Respite Care and Hospice Care
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“The Place That Does It All”

WE PAY CA$H!
For Like New & Used Cars & Trucks

RACETRACK AUTO SALES 

410-352-5070

NEW TRAILERS FOR SALE 
MAINE TAGS AVAILABLE

PREVIOUSLY OWNED 
VEHICLES for SALE

MD STATE 
INSPECTED

• ‘15 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 
• ‘05 FORD F350 
• ‘17 HONDA CRV LX 
• ‘10 HONDA CRV

2014 HOMESTEADER TRAILER $2,500

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 • 410-352-5070 
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

BEER • WINE 
LOTTERY 

PROPANE REFILLS

SMITH’S 
MARKET

TAG & TITLE 
SERVICE

No Wait  •  Walk-In 
No Appointment Neccessary 

 Mon-Sat 8am - 4:45pm

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

HARD – 8

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles



contentious election for Board of Ed-
ucation seats. The three incumbents, 
Dr. John Andes, Mrs. Elena McCo-
mas, and Mr. Donald Smack, won re-
election against opponents who 
wanted to push their views on 
Worcester County Public Schools. 
Board of Education positions are 
non-partisan, we should not care 
whether the candidates are conserva-
tive or liberal, we should care 
whether they support public schools 
or not. We shouldn’t view our BoE 
candidates as politicians, we should 
view them as champions of public ed-
ucation. 

The challenging candidates have 
painted themselves as candidates of 
change. They want to push their 
views of public education onto 
Worcester schools, while having very 
little experience, or connection to 
WCPS. These candidates are also en-
dorsed and supported by the Del-

marva Parent Teacher Coalition, 
which is a group that frequently 
pushes anti-public school rhetoric. 
DPTC paints all public schools as evil, 
and even hosts workshops that en-
courage parents to remove their chil-
dren from public schools. They do not 
want to create a “coalition” between 
parents and teachers, they wish to 
create a competition between parents 
and teachers.  

The candidates put forth by DPTC 
do not care about the success of 
Worcester schools, they only want to 
sow division and distrust. Not once 
did these candidates celebrate the 
achievements of schools throughout 
the county. Not once did they men-
tion that Ocean City Elementary is 
ranked as the 2nd best elementary 
school in the state of Maryland. Not 
once did they mention that Worcester 
County Public School students had 
the highest proficiency on the math 
and ELA standardized tests in the en-
tire state. Not once did they mention 
that Stephen Decatur Middle School 
is ranked as the 9th best middle 
school in Maryland while Berlin In-
termediate is ranked as the 25th best 
middle school in the entire state. 

Not once have they ever celebrated 
any WCPS student who has achieved 
success in art, music, academics, 
sports, or good citizenship. Not once 
did they mention Stephen Decatur 
High School Football Team being the 

first state champions in football from 
the Eastern Shore in 25+ years. Not 
once did they mention that the 
Pocomoke High School field hockey 
team has won the state championship 
3 times in the last 4 years. Not once 
have they ever said anything positive 
about the school system, their only 
comments are negative and degrading. 

Beware of the people who run on 
the position that our schools are 
doing an awful job, especially when 
those people have no connection to 
the schools. As a WCPS teacher, I 
would invite any parent, teacher, 
school board candidate, or stake-
holder to visit my classroom. I have 

immense pride in my job and my 
school system, and would love to 
share that with the community.  

In the future, I implore all Worces-
ter County residents to support 
school board candidates, and county 
commissioner candidates that actu-
ally support public schools, rather 
than those candidates that want to 
tear them down. Worcester County 
Public Schools is among the best 
school systems in Maryland, let’s 
keep it that way by voting for cham-
pions, not by voting for detractors. 

Kyle Wheatley 
Worcester County Public Schools 

Teacher

done in the past and do a little bit 
more of the industries,” she said.  

Reid added that the museum will 
also host an oyster roast in 2026. She 
said the event is tentatively slated to 
take place in the fall.  

“Berlin has never done that,” she 
said. “So we’re hoping that that would 
be something that that museum is 
going to add to our list of events for 
that 2026 year, to celebrate the local 
seafood industry, tying back into the 
industries of Berlin.” 

While not part of the 250th celebra-
tions, Reid said that other activities 
are on tap at the Taylor House Mu-
seum. She noted that museum offi-
cials are working with Maryland 
Historical Trust to organize an arche-
ological dig at the museum property.  

“We have uncovered some founda-
tions of some outbuildings on the mu-
seum lawn,” she said. “We know there 
were outbuildings. We didn’t know 
how many we still had on our property, 
and we just uncovered a foundation of 
the smokehouse. So we’re going to do 
an archaeological dig in partnership 
with Maryland Historical Trust.”  

While the dig will take several years 
to plan, once complete, Reid said it 
will allow the museum to better tell 
the stories of the people who lived on 
the Taylor House property.  

“So that is a little farther down the 
road,” she told the council, “but we 
just wanted to keep you guys up to 
date.” 

Reid added that the museum con-
tinues to look for, and accept, any pho-
tos people may have of Berlin and its 
various aspects of life. She said those 
interested in sharing their photos can 
call the museum, or email info@tay-
lorhousemuseum.org.
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Letters
Continued from Page 14

Berlin museum 
talks ‘26 efforts
Continued from Page 15

$1,595.

Join us  foor  in-perssoon  sservii ceess 
Fridays aat  7pm

Questions? Reach us from Mon-Thurs 10am-4pm, Fri 10am-2pm 
        410-641-4311 or 

11036 Worchester Hwy., Berlin, MD 21811 
TempleBatYam-oc.org
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Thurs., Dec. 12 
‘JINGLE ALL THE WAY’ GAME WEEK 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Join in anytime from Dec. 9-14 to play 
the Jingle All the Way scavenger hunt 
and games. Complete the scavenger 
hunt to enter for a change to win a 
prize. For ages 6-18 years. 410-957-
0878 

DICKENS WEEK 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Take a trip back in time to Victo-
rian England. Do a Victorian themed 
craft and scavenger hunt, and Dickens 
trivia throughout the branch. Family 
event. 410-632-3495, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

STORY TIME: HANUKKAH 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages 0-5 
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

PLAY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. A variety of activities and toys. Play 
and socialize with other families. For 
ages 0-5 years. 410-632-3495 

HOLIDAY LUNCHEON & ANNUAL MEETING 
Saltwater 75, 115 75th St., Ocean City, 
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Tickets $45. Mem-
bers & future members of the Art League 
of Ocean City are cordially invited. Tick-
ets are $45 and include your meal, a 
non-alcoholic beverage and all gratuity. 
Plus, a special gift. Please RSVP by Dec. 
5th: 410-524-9433. 

LET’S MAKE … DOOR DECORATIONS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. Make 
handmade decorations from dollar store 
finds. All material provided. Register: 
410-641-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org. 

QUIT SMOKING & VAPING CLASSES 
Gudelsky Family Medical Center, 
10614 Racetrack Road, Ocean Pines, 5-
6 p.m. Participants receive one-on-one 
support, group support, weekly prizes 
and quit resources. Register: 410-632-
1100, Ext. 1102, www.worcester-
health.org. 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL ESCAPE ROOM 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5 p.m. 
Escape Scrooge’s home with the help of 
the three ghosts before your time runs 
out. For ages 6-18 years. Registration re-
quired: 410-632-3495. www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

Fri., Dec. 13 
HARP FOR THE HOLIDAYS: KARA DAHL 
RUSSELL & STUDENTS RECITAL 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 7-
8:30 p.m. Free music for all ages. Sing 
along on some of the carols. 443-373-
2375, dahlrussell@yahoo.com, 
https://www.ococean.com/event/harp-
for-the-holidays%3a-kara-dahl-russell-
%26-students-recital/2146/ 

COOKIE DECORATING FAMILY FUN NIGHT 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 6-8 p.m. Kids ages 3-12 
years can make Santa the best cookies 
ever. Materials and instruction pro-
vided. Cost is $8 per child. Register: 
410-641-7052. 

‘JINGLE ALL THE WAY’ GAME WEEK 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Join in anytime from Dec. 9-14 to play 
the Jingle All the Way scavenger hunt 
and games. Complete the scavenger 
hunt to enter for a change to win a prize. 
For ages 6-18 years. 410-957-0878 

DICKENS WEEK 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Take a trip back in time to Victo-
rian England. Do a Victorian themed 
craft and scavenger hunt, and Dickens 
trivia throughout the branch. Family 
event. 410-632-3495, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. 
Songs, rhymes, fingerplays and stories. 
For ages 0-2 years. 410-641-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

MAHJONG CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing 
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own 
tile set. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

HOMESCHOOL HANGOUT 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 11 a.m. 
Join in for STREAM activities and so-
cialize with other homeschool families. 
For ages 6-11 years. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB: ‘EVERY 
HEART A DOORWAY’ BY SEANAN MCGUIRE 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. 
Copies of the book are available at the 
Ocean Pines Library circulation desk. 
410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

MERRY OR MACABRE VICTORIAN  
CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 3 p.m. 
Victorian Christmas cards ranged from 
sweet to downright scary. Learn about 
these and make your own merry or 
macabre cards. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

NIGHT AT THE GALLERY - KID’S EVENT 
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 
6-9 p.m. Featuring pizza, gingerbread 
houses, crafts and holiday karaoke. Cost 
is $30 for members and $36 for non-
members. Advance registration is re-
quired: 
https://canvas.artleagueofoceancity.org
/classes/1988. 410-524-9433 

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO 
Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901 
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s 
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo 
starts at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available 
before bingo and at intermission. 410-
524-7994 

Sat., Dec. 14 
OCEAN CITY COMIC CON 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Compete in cosplay contest, 
shop vendors, entertaining panels, 
anime screenings, video games and 
events. $1 off with canned good. $1 off if 
in costume. oceancitycomiccon.com 

A ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHRISTMAS -  
TRIBUTE TO THE MUSIC OF JOHN DENVER 
STARRING JIM CURRY 
Ocean City Performing Arts Center - 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, 7 p.m. Jim Curry 
has dedicated himself to preserving 
John Denver’s legacy. Cost is $35-$45. 
Tickets: 
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/810286
95. 

MEET SANTA 
Kringle Kottage on Artisan’s Green, 124 
N. Main St., Berlin, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
www.berlinmainstreet.com 

SANTACON AT CRAWL STREET TAVERN 
Crawl St. Tavern, 19 Wicomico St., 
Ocean City, 8 a.m.-11:30 p.m. Don your 
best Santa garb and enjoy a jolly time of 
music and holiday cheer. Donations for 
Kenille’s Cupboard Pet Pantry will be 
collected. 
https://crawlstreet.com/event/santa-
con-2024/, 443-373-2756 

‘JINGLE ALL THE WAY’ GAME WEEK 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Join in anytime from Dec. 9-14 to play 
the Jingle All the Way scavenger hunt 

and games. Complete the scavenger 
hunt to enter for a change to win a prize. 
For ages 6-18 years. 410-957-0878 

DICKENS WEEK 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Take a trip back in time to Victo-
rian England. Do a Victorian themed 
craft and scavenger hunt, ad Dickens 
trivia throughout the branch. Family 
event. 410-632-3495, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA BENEFIT 
Residence Inn Ocean City, 300 Seabay 
Lane, 9:30-11:30 a.m. Hot breakfast, 
craft room, baked goods and more. Seat-
ings at 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Ad-
vance tickets: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/break-
fast-with-santa-benefit-tickets-
1087627165129?aff=oddtdtcreator. Info: 
443-664-7043. 

OCEAN PINES ANGLERS CLUB MEETING 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 9:30 a.m. 
The speakers will be four time cash win-
ners in the White Marlin Open, Captains 
Ken and Adam Thompson, owners of 
the OpporTunity fleet of charter vessels. 
All are welcome. Jack Barnes, 410-641-
7662 

FRIED CHICKEN & FRIED FISH PLATTER 
SALE 
St. Paul United Methodist Church, 405 
Flower St., Berlin, 11 a.m. Fried chicken 
platter, $10; fried fish platter, $12; 
combo platter, $15; fried chicken sand-
wich, $5; and fried fish sandwich, $7. 
Platters include two greens, potato 
salad, fried potatoes and onion. 

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 
Ocean Parkway, 9 a.m. to noon. Shop for 
everything from fresh local produce to 
unique handmade artisan goods. Open 
to the public. 

Sun., Dec. 15 
OCEAN CITY COMIC CON 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. Compete in cosplay contest, 
shop vendors, entertaining panels, 
anime screenings, video games and 
events. $1 off with canned good. $1 off if 
in costume. oceancitycomiccon.com 

FREE CARRIAGE RIDES 
Historic Downtown Berlin, 124 N. Main 
St., Berlin, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. www.berlin-
mainstreet.com 

MEET SANTA 
Kringle Kottage on Artisan’s Green, 124 

Continued on Page 19
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N. Main St., Berlin, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 
www.berlinmainstreet.com 

SUNDAY SERVICE 

New Hope United Methodist Church, 
7348 New Hope Road, Willards, 11 a.m. 
If you do not have a church family of 
your own, please come join in. 

BLUE HOLIDAY SERVICE 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 3 Church 
St., Berlin, 4 p.m. An interfaith service 
for those who are remembering or 
honoring loved ones during the holi-
days, facilitated by the All Faith 
Friendship Association. All are wel-
come. 

BERLIN FLEA MARKET 

Sundays - Uptown Emporium Parking 
Lot, 13 S. Main St., Berlin, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Vendor opportunities available. 
Julie, 410-726-9012; Bill, 410-629-9656 

SEWING FOR A CAUSE 

Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian 
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30 
a.m. to noon. Learn how to sew while 
making a difference. 410-641-0234 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 

Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10 
a.m. www.jw.org 

Mon., Dec. 16 

STORY TIME: COOKIES 

Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For ages 
0-5 years. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

REVEREND CHARLES A. TINDLEY  

PORTRAIT 

Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. Patrick 
Henry will present his portrait of The 
Grandfather of Gospel Music, Reverend 
Charles A. Tindley. The portrait is a gift 
to the people of Worcester County. 410-
641-0650 

GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSION 

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2:30 p.m. 
Currently the group is reading from 
Book 6 of the Great Conversations An-
thology. The focus will be on “The Lifted 
Veil” by George Eliot. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

LEGO MASTERS CHALLENGE 

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m. 
Join in for a Lego challenge event. All 
materials provided. For ages 6-11 years. 

reach programs require research. Ques-
tions must be asked to collect the most 
usable items rather than assuming what 
someone may want. In one instance, 
when the advocacy group ran their pet 
supply drive a few years back, they were 
surprised to learn that humane societies 
were particular about the type of dog 
food they could receive. Animals are ac-
customed to a specific diet, and con-
stantly switching brands, flavors, and 
ingredients can create many issues that 
the average person may not think 
about.  

“It’s not just an idea,” Novack said. “It 
takes in-person research with local or-
ganizations to determine their specific 
needs.”  

The charity group member said that 
the holiday season is the perfect time to 
get people thinking about how they can 
give back. Offering support to groups 
that protect citizens and visitors is just 
one small thing residents can do.  

“All the projects we do, we do with 
the hope of increasing awareness 
among the community of things to be 
grateful for,” Novack said. “... The whole 
community benefits when we are more 
mindful of what we have and see the 
whole community as one that cares for 
one another and how we interact with 
the people who support us. We all ben-
efit, not just the police or the fire depart-
ment ... It has ripple effects on how we 
feel about one another and how we are 
a community that takes care of itself.” 
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Members of the Teal Bay Mitzvah group are pictured sorting through donated items as part of the 

ongoing collection work in the community.

Collection effort led by group
Continued from Page 13

Continued on Page 20

Continued from Page18
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To Advertise Your Real Estate Listings in the New Year’s/January 2025   

Coastal Association of Realtors Real Estate Guide   
Contact Renee Kelly 677.288.1233 or renee@oceancitytoday.net
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17thve Space by Dec.ReserReserve Space by Dec. 17th

Dec. 12 - 19
ADDRESS BR/BA STYLE PRICE

on HarbourHerro r,, 120th St., Bayside 1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+  Condos, TToowns & SF -

4pm   12346 Old Bridge Rd, West OC 3BR/2BA Single Family starting at $23

4pm   12346 Old Bridge Rd, West OC 2BR/1BA Single Family starting at $17

73 King Richarrdd Road, Berlin 4BR/2.5BA Single Family $749,900

61 Charleston Road, Ocean Pines 4BR/4.5BA Single Family $849,900

39 Admiral Ave, Ocean Pines 3BR/2.5BA Single Family $459,000

73 King Richarrdd Road, Berlin 4BR/2.5BA Single Family $749,900

36 Juneway Lane, Ocean Pines 5BR/4BA Single Family $599,900

on Harbour. Unit 204C, Heron DrHerro r. ro r,, OC 3BR/2BA Condo $539,900

61 Charleston Road, Ocean Pines 4BR/4.5BA Single Family $849,900

Starfish Lane, Unit 25 PH, Ocean Pines 3BR/3BA TToownhome $625,000

                                                                                                                                                  
                                                     

                                      

                                      

                                                                                        

                                                                     

                                                                                

                                                                                   

                                                                                                 

                                                                

                                                                        

                                                                

                                                                    

                                                                                    

 
  

  

AGENT/AGEN
  Nanette Pavier/Holiday

39,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life 

79,900 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life 
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410-208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

T.O.P.S. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169 
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference 
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 5-
6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is a 
weekly support and educational group 
promoting weight loss and living a healthy 
lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-641-0157 

BRIDGE 
Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center, 
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30 
p.m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-3971. 
www.Worcoa.org/oceancity 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community Cen-
ter, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
All ladies who love to sing invited. Mary, 
410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-7062. 

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
Mondays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100 

Tues., Dec. 17 
GENEALOGY WORKSHOP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. The 
workshop starts with a 20-minute lesson 
on genealogy research, followed by a 
Q&A. Bring a laptop, tablet or papers 
containing family information, if you can. 
Registration requested: 410-208-4014. 

STORY TIME: CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 10:30 a.m. Holi-
day-themed crafts, songs, games and sto-
ries. For ages 0-5 years. 410-957-0878, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

STORY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. 
Story time featuring seasonal themes de-
signed to support early literacy skills with 
stories, songs and fingerplays. Geared to 
ages 0-5 years. 410-641-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Songs, rhymes and stories. Stay after 
to socialize with other families. For ages 
0-2 years. 410-632-3495, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7 
p.m. www.jw.org 

OC KNITTING GROUP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet? Bring 
whatever project you happen to be work-
ing on. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

NAILED IT! GINGERBREAD COOKIES  
EDITION 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4 p.m. Time 
to test your cookie baking skills. Mix, 
decorate, enjoy. For ages 6-18 years. 410-
208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

HOLIDAY HORRORS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 5:30 
p.m. Talk about Cramps, Gryla, Frau Per-
chta and Pére Fouettard, all character 
created to keep children in line during 
the holiday season. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BEACH HEROES-OC 
Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up 
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round. 
Trash bags, grippers and gloves provided. 
Check the Facebook page “Beach Heroes-
OC” for weekly meeting locations. All are 
welcome. 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health De-
partment, 9730 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 
3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly support 
and education group promoting weight 
loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-289-4725 

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE 
Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and oth-
ers interested in watching or learning 
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info: 
TangobytheBeach.com. 

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS 
Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th 
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with 
optional light weights. 
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com 

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS 
GROUP 
Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral, 11021 
Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m. Use the 
weight loss program/app/plan of your 
choice. Free and open to everyone. 410-
641-4882, www.htcanglican.org/activi-
ties. 

Wed., Dec. 18 
BARIATRIC SUPPORT GROUP 
Held via Zoom call the third and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. For surgical 
patients. Atlantic General Bariatric Cen-
ter, 410-641-9568 

EASTERN SHORE SEWISTS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10 a.m. Pro-
moting the needle arts through sewing 
education, activities and textile crafts. 
For artisans of all skill levels. 410-641-
0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

SENSORY STAY AND PLAY 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Learn through exploration, curiosity 
and creativity during the sensory stay 

and play. Get ready to squish, build, 
splash, shake and scoop through several 
stations. For ages 0-5 years. 410-524-
1818 

BACKGAMMON CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Drop in for a game of strategy, whether 
you’re an expert or want to refresh your 
skills. Beginners welcome. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

PUZZLE SWAP 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1-5 p.m. Bring 
your gently used puzzles and leave with a 
new-to-you puzzles. Don’t have a puzzle 
but still want one? That’s OK too. All puz-
zles must be their original box. 410-641-
0650 

BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
John H. “Jack” Burbage, Jr. Regional 
Cancer Care Center, 9707 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin, 1-2 p.m. For survivors and 
current patients battling breast cancer. 
Women Supporting Women, 410-548-
7880 

COFFEE & CRAFTS - FABRIC BOOKMARKS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m. 
Save your page with fun fabric book-
marks you can sew, glue or paint. Limit 
30. First come, first serve. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference 
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 3-
4 p.m. The goal of the support group is to 
provide participants with hope for the fu-
ture. Gail Mansell, 410-641-9725, 
gmansell@atlanticgeneral.org 

STORYTELLERS THEATER TROUPE 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5 p.m. 
Theater activities like improv, memoriza-
tion, public speaking and learning about 
theater. For ages 6-18 years. 410-632-
3495, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

CHILDREN’S TOURS 
Calvin B. Taylor House, 208 N. Main St., 
Berlin, 5 p.m. Tours start at 5 p.m. and 
5:30 p.m. www.taylorhousemuseum.org 

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING 
Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. Doors 
open at 7:30 a.m. Third Wednesday 
meetings are offsite and information can 
be found on the website and Facebook. 
www.kiwanisofopoc.org. 

ONGOING EVENTS 
LIVING NATIVITY 
Bluebird Farms, 11207 Racetrack Road, 
Berlin, Saturdays and Sundays until 
Christmas, noon to 6 p.m. Complimen-
tary hot chocolate, music, petting and 
photo op with mini cow, donkey, goat 

and sheep. Donations benefiting Coastal 
Hospice, Diakonia, Local Troop #621 
B.S.A. and Saltwater Mini Farm. 

LIGHT UP THE PINES 
Register between Nov. 18 and Dec. 13 to 
be entered into the drawing to win one of 
three $50 bill credits from Choptank 
Electric Cooperative. First 25 homes will 
receive Choptank Electric goodies. Resi-
dents may sign up after Dec. 13 and 
throughout the holiday season to have 
their homes added to the online map. 
Submit name, address and phone num-
ber via email to info@oceanpines.org or 
call 410-641-7717,  Ext. 3014. Visit ocean-
pines.org for a map of participating 
homes. 

SEND LETTERS TO SANTA 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, Nov. 25 through Dec. 
20. Children of all ages are welcome to 
drop off their written letters to Santa at 
the red mailbox. Make sure that letters 
have child’s name and address so Santa 
can respond. 

OCEAN PINES VOLUNTEER FIRE  
DEPARTMENT RAFFLE 
Win a 2024 F-150 4X4 Supercrew 5.0L 
V8. Tickets cost $100. All registration, 
sale, etc. expenses covered by O.P.V.F.D. 
Drawing will take place on Dec. 21. For 
more information: www.opvfd.com/f-
150. 

WINTER TRAIN GARDEN 
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, December through Jan. 4. Visitors 
of all ages will delight in interacting with 
buttons that activate accessories and 
sounds. A scavenger hunt for young pa-
trons will also be available. 410-524-1818 

TEENY ART 
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington St., 
during December. A themed craft pro-
gram available in the teen section all 
month long. December Teeny Art is 
“Trees.” For ages 12-18 years. 410-632-
3495 

DECEMBER INSPIRATION CHALLENGE 
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington St. 
Art, photography or poetry competition 
for all ages. Pieces will be displayed in the 
library for viewing and voting by age 
bracket. The theme is “Envy.” Due by 
Dec. 20. 410-632-3495 

WINTERFEST OF LIGHTS 
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean 
City, 5:30-9:30 p.m. Open Wednesday 
through Sunday, Nov. 21 through Dec. 
22. Open daily Dec. 23-31. Cost is $6 for 
adults and free to those 11 years and 
younger. Tour through thousands of 
sparkling lights and animated Christmas 
scenes. Pets welcome on Wednesdays.  
Scooter rentals ($10/two hours) and 
wheel chairs available on site: Scooters-
4-Rent.com, 302-280-6203. For more 
info: 410-289-2800, https://www.oco-
cean.com/winterfest/. Weather cancella-
tion hotline: 410-250-2124. 
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Small Engine Mechanic 
Year-round. 

Competitive Wages. 
443-754-1047 

 

Pool -  
General Maintenance.  

Outdoor work, lifting heavy 
objects. Mechanical, basic 

pool pump & motors,  
CPO a plus / not required.  

Able to pass CPO test.  
Summer includes weekends 
& long hours; working alone 

or with others 
410-289-4902 

 ask for Suzanne. 
 

WEEKLY RENTALS 
$300-$500 per week.  

October-May.  
301-331-2209 

YR RENTAL  
Horn Island Drive,  
West Ocean City.  

4BR, 3BA, move in ready. 
Call Moses: 410-449-1434  

to schedule a tour. 

YR RENTAL 
39TH ST., OCEANBLOCK 

In front of Convention  
Center 

2BR, 1BA, $1,500. 
Call Holiday Real Estate 

410-524-7700 

Seeking YR & Seasonal 
Rentals!  

Call Howard Martin Realty 
410-352-5555. 

 

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 
South Gate Ocean Pines 

750 sq.ft. 
$1,100 per mo. 
410-430-3758 

2 Office/Retail Spaces  
available in West Ocean  

City. Approximately        
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.   

Call 443-497-4200 

Commercial Space  
for Lease.  

2-3 Units available, can be  
divided or joined. Approx. 

800-1000 sq. ft. ea.  
Busy major road in  

Town of Berlin.  
Call 443-880-8885 

 

Industrial Space 
Yard and Storage Shed.  

Approx. 10x25+/-  
Route 90/Bishopville.  
Call 443-497-4200. 

 

SERVICES 

HANDYMAN SERVICE 
I’m a carpenter with over  

40 years of experience in the 
remodeling field. No job too 
small. Flooring, windows, 

door, painting. Some  
electrical and plumbing  

repairs. Please call  
Larry 410-251-9066.  
Referrals upon request. 

 

Do you have an old bicycle 
not being used? It could 
mean a world of difference to 
a hard-working international 
student. We are looking to 
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at 
443-975-3065. 

RENTALSHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Classifieds 
410-723-6397 

baysideoc.com 

octodaydispatch.com 

~~~~~ 

Classifieds Deadline 

 is 5pm Monday

Classifieds appear in  
OC Today-Dispatch &  

Bayside Gazette  
each week and online at  
octodaydispatch.com and 

baysideoc.com

Classifieds 
410-723-6397

GET IT RENTED HERE! 
410-723-6397 

www.octodaydispatch.com 
www.baysideoc.com

COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL DONATIONS

SERVICES

Call 410-723-6397 
by Monday 5 p.m.

M A R K E T P L A C E

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch & 
Bayside Gazette each week and online at  
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com
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O r d e r  Y O u r  C l a s s i f i e d s  O n l i n e !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends

OC Today-Dispatch

www.octodaydispatch.com

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $20/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

 

 
Currently Hiring Manpower For: 

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters 
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics 

Concrete Work  
o Experience preferred. 
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license   
   are a plus. 
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits  
   package available.   

Please Apply Online:  
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers   

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals  

We Welcome Pets 
7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700 

www.holidayoc.com

SEASONAL 
WEEKLY 
RENTALS  

Burgandy Inn 
1210 Philadelphia Ave. 

410-289-8581

YEARLY RENTALS 
WEST OCEAN CITY 

  
PETS WELCOME 

  
2 Bedroom / 1 Bath 

Laundry on premises. 
 

877-289-1616 
www.bbapartmentsoc.com

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

SERVICES

CARPENTERS & CARPENTERS HELPERS 
Must have 

Tools, Transportation, Drivers License 
Experience Preferred 

PATTERSON & SONS BUILDERS 
rhp510@aol.com 

410-641-9530 CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK
Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-977-5719 

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net!  Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On- 
Demand Movies, Plus Limited 
Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-407-
6870 

FOR SALE 
Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-993-0969 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move. 

VEHICLES WANTED 
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/ 
RV - Lutheran Mission Society 
of MD Compassion Place 
ministries help local families 
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA li-
censed #W1044.  

410-228-8437  
www.CompassionPlace.org 

REAL ESTATE 
We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-866-541-7929 

SERVICES 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228  

www.dental50plus.com/ 
MDDC #6258 

MISC./OTHER

How far must I go? 
Perhaps to follow a star, 

Then a humble barn. 
Forgiveness to see, 
True Love to behold!

NOW HIRING!  
• BARTENDER  

Call Pam 
410-726-7061 

or apply within 
56th Street

Run your  
business 

 card in our  

SERVICE  
DIRECTORY 

CALL  
410-723-6397 
for pricing!



COMPLETE BODY SHOP   
Auto Sales & Service • Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists

TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE  
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD

410-641-5262
ROUTE 50, BERLIN

 (1/2 Mile East of McDonald’s) 
410-641-3200

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER

autOMOtiVe repair

410-641-3200

BaysideOC.com

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Call Today 302-259-1469 
www.AbsoluteFirstResponse.com 

• Carpet 
• Tile & Grout 
• Upholstery 
• General Cleaning 
• Beach Vacation Rental Cleanings 
• Residential & Commercial 
  Cleanings

Licensed and Insured

CARPET CARE & EXT. CLEAN, LLC

CLEANING SERVICES

D E N TA LDENTAL

THE 
HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs 
“WE DO IT ALL”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • MHIC 17433 
“A Family Tradition Since 1935” 
410-893-9707

• Roofing Repairs 
• Roof Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing • 
• Deck Repairs •

• Rain Gutters 
• Gutter Guards 

• Screening 
• Painting 

• Staining 
• Caulking

PARRISH
HANDYMAN SERVICES

PAUL’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS
All phases of home improvements 

No job too small - No job too large 
Handyman Home Services

FREE ESTIMATES 
Over 45 years 

experience

MHIC 
#83501 410-641-7548

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans
Administration 

Approved Contractor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTORY

 

 
M
mondRaymondRaym

Electric Ve
443 691 0

Master
Raymond

Residential/Commerc
No Job Too Small! F
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MD Lic #2268   Worces
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ial/Emergencies! 

ELECTRICIAN

cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES

mental health

Island Care Mental Health  
Mary Deborah Wilson 

PMHNP  
Avoid the Delays 

Medication & Therapy 
MD DE Lic.     410-641-5190

MENTAL HEALTHhome improvement

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Let’s schedule your Fall & Winter Projects!

We accept MC/Visa 
(410) 641-3762

HOME IMPROVEMENT

•  For  All  of Your  Household • For All of Your Household     
Maintenance and Repairs  Maintenance and Repairs   

•  Quali ty Work  At Affordable Prices• Quality Work At Affordable Prices   

•  Over  40 Years Experience• Over 40 Years Experience  

Call Mark: Cell 410-916-1405 ~ Home 410-262-8804 
MGImprovements00@gmail.com 

Licensed and Insured 

 
 

MG IMPROVEMENTS, LLCMG IMPROVEMENTS, LLC  
Handyman ServicesHandyman Services  

HANDYMAN SERVICES

The Area’s #1 Moving Company
BUDGET MOVERS

40+Years in Business                                                  Licensed & Insured

LOCAL • ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial

Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move 
Single Item or Certain Items or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers

MOVING SERVICES MVA LICENSED PAINTING
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5.625"

PRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services 

PRINTING & DESIGN

DIRECTORY

POWERWASHING

all services     
           w/this ad!

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH
Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services

Year round  
services 

w/yearly & 
seasonal  

rates

Hot Water, Powerwashing 
& Soft Wash Systems

• Houses 
• Deck Staining • Decks  

• Docks • Restaurants 
• Shopping Centers  

• Roofs • & More
MHIC 97081 

Ocean City 34629 • Delaware 2004 222 381 
Licensed & Insured

410-603-3400 
Joe Beran/Owner Operator 
acms1st@gmail.com

Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services
Reasonable Rates • Commercial & Residential • Complete Exterior Cleaning

FREE ESTIMATES

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PAINTING
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TREE STUMP GRINDINGROOFING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement  
Specialist Since 1989

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946 
9240 Peerless Rd. • Bishopville, MD 

mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com •  www.shoresidingmd.com

ROOFING & SIDING

ROOFING • SIDING • DURADEK • WINDOWS • GUTTERS

*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

ROOFING

410-430-3490 • LMSPlumbingandgas.com

Plumbing  
and Gas, LLC 

MD 20283 Insured

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

We do it all from   
ground work to  
rough in to final 
trim & fixtures.

We Install:  
Faucets/Sinks • Showers/Tubs/Toilets 

Water Heaters • Water/Sewer Lines   
Winterization Packages • Repairs

PLUMBING
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