
Skate park 
proponents 
seek money 
Grants could be available, 
but big bucks would help

(Dec. 19, 2024) A local nonprofit 
organization is looking for potential 
funding sources to help pay for the 
construction of a skate park in Berlin. 

We Heart Berlin, which is dedi-
cated to promoting the creation of 
sustainable and healthy activities for 
town residents, continues to priori-
tize the building of a skate park for 
the enjoyment of kids and adults. 

In 2022, the Los Angeles-based 
skate park design company Spohn 
Ranch was hired to create a concept 
plan and scope 
out potential lo-
cations for the 
r e c r e a t i o n a l 
space. 

In 2023, the 
Berlin Town 
Council voted to 
designate Heron 
Park as the con-
struction spot.  

According to 
We Heart Berlin founder Tony Weeg, 
the initiative is expected to see a 
14,000- to 16,000-square-foot skate 
park adjacent to the space planned 
for Berlin’s new public works facility.  

A bowl, quarter pipes, and a pump 
track, which helps skaters learn to 
transition without losing momentum, 
are just a few elements likely to be 
created for the area.  

Weeg said that We Heart Berlin 
was awaiting final design plans from 
Spohn Ranch last summer and that 
the group was to avoid fundraising 
until an official outline had been cre-
ated. The document was officially 
submitted to the nonprofit in August.  

“We love the plans,” Weeg said. 
“We couldn’t be happier. It’s pretty 
rad…It gives us so much transition, a 

‘The biggest 

thing is money. 

We need people 

who can step up 

to the plate and 

make this 

happen.’ 

— Tony Weeg

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See SKATE Page 12

PHOTO COURTESY NICK DENNY PHOTOGRAPHY   

BUCKINGHAM CHRISTMAS 
Students of Buckingham Elementary School dressed for the occasion in Berlin’s Christmas parade on Dec. 5. The chilly night was warmed by the pres-

ence of 80 entries of all types in the annual march.

DECEMBER 19, 2024 BERLIN • NORTH WORCESTER COUNTY• OCEAN PINES FREE 

Your Custom Design Jeweler Since 1978

WE BUY Gold & Silver Coins  
Gold Jewelry • Silver Jewelry • Silverware 

D.A. KOZMA JEWELERS  RT 50 & 611 in the  
FOOD LION SHOPPING CENTER  WOC 

410-213-7505 • DAKOZMAJEWELERS.COMWe specialize in creating custom-designed jewelry that is as unique as you are. 
Create a custom piece, update your current jewelry, or simply explore our collection.

Kozma Jewelry & Coins



Page 2 Bayside Gazette December 19, 2024

 

 
 

 

 

i Y r N i h
Award Winn

 

 
 

 

 

hb rh d
ning Care

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

in Your Neigh

 

 
 

 

 

ghborhood

 

 
 

 

 

1 Mon

BRONZBRONZ

When you mention this 

 

 
 

 

 

AAAWZE QUALITYZE QUALITY AA

nth Free Re
 Must move in within

WW

ad.

 

 
 

 

 

ent!

ARDARD

n 60 days 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 ARA

TIFCER
TT

DEFICI

GREA

5 ST

 

 
 

 

 TED ON GOOT

FIED
PLACE TO WORT

IENCY FREE SUR

R RA

 

 
 

 

 OGLE

RK 

RVEYS
 

 
 

 

 

Call us
METRO
NURSI
REPEA

 

 
 

 

 

s to learn about
AN READA

NG CARE CENTE
BY VOTED YTATEDL

OPOLIT

 

 
 

 

 

ut our 
ERS

ER BY 
EST

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Home

 

 
 

 

 

me Health Servi

 

 
 

 

 

ices.

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

.HARRISW. MD | 410.742.1432 | ,y Salisbur300 Lemmon Hill Ln,

NURSES ON ST

• ASSISTED LIVING 
• MEMORY CARE 
• DELICIOUS MEALS 
• TAAFF 24/7

WWW

A REHABILIT

• ROBUST LIFESTYLE  
   PROGRAM 
• TAATTION  
   THERAPIES 

 

 
 

 

 

SONSENIORLIVING.COM



(Dec. 19, 2024) Plans for the 
Coastal Square complex off routes 50 
and 589 anchored by a Giant super-
market now will include a 168-unit 
apartment complex. 

“I think it’s going to be welcomed 
by the community.  A lot of people are 
looking forward to the Giant. More-
over, the residential component of 
this project is badly needed in 
Worcester County. So, overall, I think 
the project will have a very positive 
impact on the community,” said 
Mark Cropper, an attorney represent-
ing Coastal Square.  

Housing will include seven build-
ings, three stories each, containing 
eight units per floor. Early renderings 
show one-, two-, and three-bedroom 
units. Units will be available for one-
year leases. Construction would ten-
tatively break ground late next year, 
and the build will take about 14 
months, according to Bill Krapf with 
developer LC Construction. 

Krapf also said his company will 
manage the units, and that the com-
pany already has about 7,800 apart-
ment rentals under management in 
Maryland, Delaware, and Florida. 
Two local projects the company built 
and manage include The Reserve at 
Parsons Lake in Salisbury, and Ponds 
Edge in Delmar. 

A site plan was reviewed Dec. 11 by 
the Worcester County Technical Re-
view Committee in Snow Hill at the 
county’s government center. Krapf 
and representatives from builder 
Becker Morgan Group reviewed 
minor issues raised by the committee 
about lighting, landscaping, and sig-
nage. The builder will address those 
concerns and resubmit plans back to 
zoning officials.  

The developer decided to pursue 
multifamily housing, Krapf added, as 
part of the overall project in response 
to an opening in that market – an 
overall lack of rental housing in the 
greater Ocean City-Berlin area. At the 
same time, plans for the Giant super-
market are still moving forward and 
the builder will break ground in the 

first quarter of 2025, he said.  
An earlier site plan for Coastal 

Square, reviewed last fall by Worces-
ter County officials, had the Giant 
planned for the east side of the 49-
acre property, with nothing at the 
time proposed for the west side. Now, 
the apartments will be going on the 
west side, according to Cropper. 

The project will also include seven 
additional parcels bordering Route 
50 for future tenants, and will be an-
chored by a roundabout that itself 
will be an extension of Route 589 
onto the property. 

This is the third major commercial 
development along the Route 50 cor-
ridor. So far it’s been home to a Wal-
mart and Home Depot built by The 
Cordish Companies, and the Ocean 
Landings shopping center which in-
cludes an Aldi, Michaels, and Pet 
Smart, among other retailers. An-
other empty site immediately north 
of the Walmart, known as the Fisher 
farm, is also a parcel open for com-
mercial development, Cropper said.    

For vehicular traffic, Coastal 
Square would be connected to Ocean 
Landings by an extension of Samuel 
Bowen Boulevard, which now dead-
ends on the westerly edge of that 
complex near the McDonald’s. 
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168-unit apartment complex 
to join Giant store off Rt. 50
Multifamily development to 
be constructed on westerly 
portion of Coastal Square
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer
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(Dec. 19, 2024) Philadelphia Police 
Sgt. Erik Bullock was called into a mid-
dle-of-the-night barricade situation on 
April 30, 2023. It dragged on for 20 
hours before police decided to make 
entry into the building. When officers 
breached the door, the suspect was right 
there with a shotgun – and struck Bul-

lock at point-blank range in his ab-
domen and shoulder. 

“I didn’t realize I got hit here” – Bul-
lock runs a hand along his midsection – 
“until I got down and took my vest off. 
If it wasn’t for you guys, I wouldn’t be 
here. That blast was definitely fatal. I 
was sore for a couple days but that’s 
about it. My family thanks you so 
much.” 

Bullock was one of five police officers 
whose lives were saved by bulletproof 
vests manufactured by Pocomoke City-
based Hardwire LLC. The men and 
their families got to share their stories 

of survival and thank Hardwire employ-
ees in person Dec. 10 at company head-
quarters for a special event called 
“Hardwire Saves.”  

“These guys are still sitting up, going 
out every day. I can’t say enough about 
what you do to make that happen,” said 
Sgt. Ed Hinchey, the event’s emcee and 
former police officer from Pittsburgh 
who also was saved from gunfire by his 
ballistic armor. He now works for Safar-
iland, an armor distributor represented 
at the event.  

“Every step on the line, every person 
that runs a forklift with material, may 
be bringing in the next piece of equip-
ment that’s going to bring these guys 
home to their families – and makes the 
difference between a celebration like 
this, or a name being engraved on the 
wall in Judiciary Square at the police 
memorial site,” Hinchey added. 

The soft armor worn by the officers 
whose lives were saved has been in de-
velopment for a decade. Hardwire CEO 
and founder George Tunis said this 
product is now the de facto standard for 
Special Forces, the Army and the 
Marines. “Essentially, the exact same 
fear is on these officers that were speak-
ing today,” he said. 

An engineer by trade working with 
composites, Tunis in 2000 founded 
Hardwire in his garage. He grew the 
company by securing government con-

tracts with the military. Now an indus-
try leader, Hardwire is now headquar-
tered in a 130,000-square-foot 
manufacturing facility in downtown 
Pocomoke City. 

The ballistic armor manufactured in 
Pocomoke is made from some of the 
world’s strongest fibers. When those 
textiles are layered and then pressed by 
machines exerting tons of pressure, it 
becomes a composite material that can 
stop slow or stop bullets moving at su-
personic speed.  

Some bulletproof material made by 
Hardwire can be as thin as a clipboard 
– in fact, they do sell bulletproof clip-
boards, which can also double as a 
handheld whiteboard.  

The company saw early success mak-
ing landmine-resistant armor for sol-
diers in combat before pivoting to 
ballistic armor, for both police officers 
and their vehicles. Tunis said his com-
pany is now involved in manufacturing 
ultra-strong molded steel as well.  

“What’s amazing is we’ve moved not 
just to police armor, but the entire DOJ, 
the FBI, the DEA, the U. S. Marshals, 
everything they wear except their un-
derwear and their helmets, we make,” 
he said.  

Other officers recognized included 
Anthony Huizar from Sparks, Nevada, 
who was shot in the chest during a traf-
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Officers thank Hardwire for life-saving armor
Police from across country 
visit Pocomoke company 
for ‘Hardwire Saves’ event
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

See OFFICERS Page 6
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fic stop in late March by a suspect. 
Deputy Aaron Reynolds from Broadwa-
ter County, Montana, survived a head-
on highway collision in January because 
his armor took the brunt of the impact.  

Officer Matthew Haney with the 
Phoenix Police took a .45 caliber round 
to his abdomen on Sept. 3, and his 
Hardwire armor slowed it to the point 
where the bullet ended up lodged in be-
tween his lower rib, inches from his 
lungs. His partner, Officer Zane 
Coolidge, shot in the neck, did not sur-
vive the alleyway gunfight. 

“Out of all that, it was an outpatient 
surgery to get the bullet out. I left with a 
big fat bruise, a hole in my heart, but I 
was able to go home. Then I got the 
news that we had baby number two on 
the way,” recalled an emotional Haney.  

Jeremy McKenna was just nine days 
out of the academy on June 30, 2023. 
As a sheriff’s deputy in Clackamas 

County, Oregon, he and a partner were 
deep in the woods tracking down bur-
glary suspects at a homeless encamp-
ment. One man, shirtless, puts his 
hands up – but then he reached around 
back and pulled out a pistol.  

“As soon as he put his hand down, I 
knew it was on. I didn’t have the time to 
react,” McKenna recalled.  

By the time was able to return fire, 
the first shot shattered his hip. The sec-
ond hit him squarely in the chest. His 
ballistic vest stopped that almost-lethal 
impact, right over his heart.  

“I would have been dead. Like, I 
wouldn’t be here today. I wouldn’t be 

having Christmas with my daughter, my 
wife. I wouldn’t get to see my family if it 
wasn’t for you guys,” McKenna said.  

Each of the front-line officers at the 
ceremony was honored with a General 
Assembly citation by State Sen. Mary 
Beth Carozza (R-38C). 

“These are my constituents that pro-
duced the armor that saved your lives,” 
she told them, recognizing each by 
name. “But I’m also here because of 
what you did, how you responded in 
those situations. We want to recognize 
that your heroic efforts. Your bravery 
saved countless lives in that incident, 
and day in and day out.”
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Continued from Page 4
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Senator Mary Beth Carozza presented five surviving police officers with state commendations during a Dec. 10 ceremony at the Pocomoke City head-

quarters of armor manufacture Hardwire LLC..
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(Dec. 12, 2024) The Ocean Pines 
Volunteer Fire Department is 
spreading holiday cheer with its third 
annual train display, which is view-
able to the public throughout the fes-
tive season. 

The showcase officially opened on 
Saturday, Nov. 23, and will continue 
to welcome visitors at the North Sta-
tion, located on 249 Ocean Parkway, 
on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays 
through Jan. 5. The exhibit is open 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Fridays, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. on Saturdays and from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sundays.  

OPVFD President Joe Enste said 
that for the past three years, he, his 
father, Don Enste, and lifelong fam-
ily friend Mark Libertini have been 
the “masterminds behind the dis-
play.” The group has combined their 
personal train collections to make 
the exhibit. This year, the depart-
ment’s vice president, David Van 
Gasbeck, has gotten in on the project 
and is featuring trains from his col-
lection. 

The train display is an interactive 
initiative. For the second year in a 
row, attendees can participate in a 
scavenger hunt within the showcase. 
A challenge sheet can be picked up 
upon arrival at the North Station. 
Enste said that the activity was added 
last year to encourage visitors to look 
for the finer details of the presenta-
tion and keep children engaged.  

“The exhibit features not only 
trains but also intricate scenes with 
buildings, farms, and figurines that 
are easy to miss at a quick glance,” 
the fire department’s president said. 

Completed forms can be dropped 
in a labeled box. In January, the de-
partment will select one winner from 
the paper slips with the correct an-
swers to receive a prize.  

The display is funded via a budget 

allocated by the department’s board 
of directors. Enste added that spon-
sorships were secured to offset costs, 
including Serpone’s Pizzeria as the 
presenting sponsor, “gaining expo-
sure on flyers and inclusions in the 
scavenger hunt.” Cindy Poremski of 
Berkshire Hathaway also signed on 
as a featured sponsor. Additional 
partnerships include A Bagel And, 
Dandy Don’s Bike Rentals, Deeley 
Insurance Group, McGee Fence, My 
Backyard, Preston Automotive 
Group, and PopCe’s Homemade Ice 
Cream.  

“These sponsors are highlighted 
within the scavenger hunt, providing 
them visibility and community en-
gagement opportunities,” Enste 
noted. “Each person that completes 
the scavenger hunt will have had to 
write down each of the sponsors’ 

names at least once, creating expo-
sure to an estimated 2,000 atten-
dees.”  

To create the display, tables with 
a height comfortable for children 
and adults alike were designed. 
Budgeting, sourcing materials at the 
best prices, and configuring the op-
timal functional layout were in-
cluded in the planning, which Enste 
said is “nearly year-round, as we’re 
always looking to expand our collec-
tion.”  

Constructing the exhibit begins by 
mapping out train layouts based on 
the available track and each train’s 
capabilities. According to Enste, 
some trains need longer tracks with 
gradual turns, while others perform 
best on tighter turns.  

Scenes are planned for each area, 
“matching train styles to the corre-

sponding environment,” the presi-
dent said. “Industrial zones typically 
feature cargo trains, while passenger 
trains are placed in more urban set-
tings.”  

A new feature of the display this 
year comes from Enste’s seven-year-
old son. Through the Touch-a-Train 
area, children can build their own 
train tracks with Magna-Tiles and 
explore a plethora of train-themed 
toys.  

“It’s been an exciting addition that 
encourages creativity and hands-on 
play,” the firefighter said.  

Enste said that the idea for the 
train display originated in December 
2022 during the department’s vehi-
cle raffle drawing and open house. 

“Since it was the holiday season, 
we thought a small, one-day train ex-
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Train display open weekends at OP fire hall
This holiday season, Ocean 
Pines residents are invited 
to an interactive showcase
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See HOLIDAY Page 8
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hibit would be a wonderful addition,” 
he said. “The inspiration came from 
my childhood memories of visiting 
firehouses in the Baltimore area with 
my father to see their holiday train 
displays.”  

The tradition has since expanded 
to what is now an over-month-long 
festivity.  

Entrance into the presentation is 
free. However, donations to the de-
partment are welcome and can be 
made in person at the showcase via 
check or cash. Contributions can also 
be made through the fire group’s 
website at OPVFD.com. 

The department is facing a chal-
lenge for next year’s exhibit. The 
North Station, the demonstration 
site, will store equipment from the 
South Station as the facility under-
goes rebuilding, meaning the space 

typically allocated for the trains will 
be unavailable. The OPVFD has 
asked that residents reach out with 
any suggestions to remedy the com-
plication.  

“Your support and creativity can 
help keep this cherished tradition 
alive,” Enste said.  

The neighborhood fire depart-
ment believes the train display allows 
residents to familiarize themselves 
with the first responders and creates 
community engagement.  

“Whether volunteer or career, 
every member takes pride in our sta-
tion, equipment, and service,” Enste 
said. “By visiting the display, we 
hope residents feel more comfortable 
reaching out if they ever need assis-
tance. 

Ocean Pines residents can visit 
opvfd.com/train_display for more 
information about the festive event. 

Holiday showcase hosted in OP
Continued from Page 7

New K-9 Ardie welcomed to 
the county’s Sheriff’s Office 

(Dec. 19, 2024) The Worcester 
County Sheriff’s Office announced 
this week the newest addition to its 
law enforcement team — an explo-
sives detection K-9 named Ardie.  

Ardie is a 1.5-year-old German 
Shepherd, from Hungary, specially 
trained to alert on explosive devices. 

After careful consideration, Sheriff 
Matthew Crisafulli has selected 
Deputy Sheriff First Class Kenji Hara 
as Ardie’s handler. Hara, currently 
assigned to Patrol Division, will work 

with and integrate Ardie into his job 
responsibilities, including the scan-
ning of schools, public buildings, and 
numerous event venues in Worcester 
County and surrounding areas.  

Hara and Ardie recently com-
pleted a six-week explosive canine 
handler’s course in Anderson, South 
Carolina. 

“Ardie is a remarkable dog, and we 
are confident that he will be a vital 
tool in our efforts to keep our com-
munity safe,” said Crisafulli.

K-9 Ardie is  

pictured with his 

handler, Deputy 

Sheriff First Class 

Kenji Hara. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO/ 
BAYSIDE GAZETTE
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Coalition continues work on 
area bike, pedestrian safety

(Dec. 19, 2024) The Worcester 
County Bicycle and Pedestrian Coali-
tion continues its efforts to make 
Worcester County a more walkable 
community.  

The group has secured measures to 
maintain the welfare of bikers and 
walkers, like crosswalks and signage 
in Ocean Pines. It will continue to pri-
oritize projects that help protect all 
who access the area’s roads and high-
ways, not those just in vehicles. As 
such, the organization, led by Patti 
Stevens, looks to push forward fur-
ther safety initiatives heading into 
2025.  

The Worcester County Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Coalition helped gain sup-
port for the Worcester County Green-
way and Trails Master Plan, a project 
aimed at connecting local destina-
tions and scenic landscapes via trails 
and bikeways. The group assisted in 
grant application processes and pro-
vided input at meetings to strengthen 
the initiative. Stevens said that the 
master plan is expected to be pre-
sented to the Worcester County Com-
missioners during an upcoming 
January meeting.  

The Greenway and Trails Master 

Plan hopes to propel Worcester 
County as a leader in “active trans-
portation with healthy, equitable, and 
sustainable greenways,” the official 
document reads. The outline defines 
greenways as “corridors through nat-
ural areas connecting people walking, 
biking, or using other non-motorized 
ways to travel and reach destina-
tions.” The goal is that these paths 
will serve people who take regular ca-
sual strolls, non-car commuters, run-
ners, cyclists, and hikers.  

“The nature of Worcester County is 
that many people come here to visit 
for both recreation and economic op-
portunity,” Stevens said. “We have a 
lot of people who live here full-time or 
part-time to enjoy the ocean, and 
there are many recreational opportu-
nities at the state and national parks 
as well as the lovely small towns. Pro-
viding access to people to those places 
will have both an economic and 
health and safety impact.” 

Stevens added that there is a 
“tremendous” amount of bike and 
foot travel in the summer, particu-
larly by seasonal workers, and as that 
season continues to lengthen, taking 
steps to improve pedestrian safety is 
imperative. 

“We see in Worcester County, sim-

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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“  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government “ For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government   
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The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace”  (Isaiah 9:6 ).The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).
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Group worked on Berlin grant
ilar to the rest of the state, that the 
death and serious injury due to colli-
sions of those who walk and bike on 
our roads is rising,” she said. “It is 
critical to begin to work on creating 
safer ways for people to get around as 
development continues along Route 
50, in West Ocean City, in Berlin, and 
in Snow Hill,  and to create alterna-
tive routes for people to get to and 
from those places safely.” 

Stevens added that pedestrian ef-
forts must be prioritized at the inter-
section of Route 5o and Route 589 in 
light of the proposed Giant shopping 
center and a 168-unit apartment 
complex. According to Stevens, that 
intersection is one of the most dan-
gerous on the Eastern Shore as bik-
ers, individuals on scooters, and 
walkers travel to reach the existing 
shopping. As development continues, 
it will only worsen without proper 
precautions.  

“To do that kind of development, 
bike and pedestrian planning for that 
intersection should be required to im-
prove that area,” Stevens said.  

The coalition has also worked to 
improve walkability in Berlin. Stevens 
noted that the pedestrian advocacy 
group worked with the town on a 
grant submission for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Neighbor-
hood Access and Equity Grant 
Program, created through the Infla-

tion Reduction Act in an amount of 
$1.2 million for the design and plan-
ning stage of the Bridging the High-
way that Divides Berlin: 
Reconnecting Neighborhoods Split by 
US 113 project. The initiative aims to 
improve the town’s walkability by 
constructing connectivity elements 
like a bike and pedestrian bridge over 
Route 113. 

The Worcester County Bike and 
Pedestrian organization also gar-
nered letters of support from the 
area’s participating coalition mem-
bers and nonprofits like Lower Shore 
Land Trust and Beach to Bay Her-
itage Area for the Berlin project. 
Stevens said her group will continue 
to be involved in the initiative as it 
progresses.  

Additionally, Stevens added that 
Worcester County Public Works Di-
rector Dallas Baker, a coalition mem-
ber, has taken the lead in securing 
grant funding, conducting a feasibil-
ity study, and planning a shared-use 
path from Route 50 to Assateague 
along Route 611.  

Stevens said that the feasibility 
study, which the coalition consulted 
on, has been completed, and the pre-
liminary planning and design stage is 
next.  

“The trail will greatly improve ac-
cess for people who want to go to one 

See COALITION Page 15
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peanut-shaped bowl. It’s beautiful, 
and it fits in the space pretty well.”  

The design also includes amphithe-
ater steps, a hipped bank, a grind ledge, 
an A-frame bank, a slappy curb, and a 
landscape area.  

Now, the organization is searching for 
grants and other monetary avenues over 
the next few years to secure the finances 
necessary to get the project off the 
ground. 

The group expects the initiative to 
cost approximately $975,000 for the ac-
tual concrete park, or a total of $1.2 mil-
lion for everything, including additional 
lighting and other accessories.  

One such avenue could be grants rec-
ommended to Weeg by Jake Day, secre-
tary of the Maryland Department of 
Housing and Community Development. 

The Strategic Demolition Grant, for 
instance, could be used by the town and 

the nonprofit for pre-development costs, 
including site preparation. 

The skate park could see several hun-
dred thousand dollars from the program 
if awarded. According to Weeg, Day 
added that the Town of Berlin received 
$500,000 from the Strategic Demolition 
Grant through the Maryland Depart-
ment of Housing and Community De-
velopment (DHCD) FY2022 State 
Revitalization Program for the decon-
struction of the former Tyson Plant on 
the Heron Park property, where the 
skate park will be situated.  

“We have awarded $500,000 for 
Heron Park already, so it makes sense 
for us to continue to invest,” Day said in 
an August email to Weeg.  

Day recommended the Community 
Legacy Grant for construction costs, of 
which he said the project would “defi-
nitely be eligible for the actual build-out 
of the park.”  

The project may also qualify for the 
Seed Community Development Anchor 
Institution Fund in the several hundred-
thousand-dollar range.  

However, the DHCD secretary main-
tains that it requires a college or hospital 
to apply, which he suggested could be 
Atlantic General Hospital.  

“It won’t cost [AGH] anything, espe-
cially if We Heart Berlin volunteers 
would do some of the work to assist with 
the application process,” Day said.  

The town’s Annual Program Open 
Space Development Plan also included 
the skate park project, which Town Ad-
ministrator Mary Bohlen said “priori-
tizes upcoming and future planned 
projects for the town’s parks, with the in-
tent to apply [for grant funding].”  

According to Bohlen, the information 
necessary for an application on behalf of 
the skate park was not prepared in time 
for this year. However, she added that 
“provided the appropriate information is 
ready for a grant application, the town 
would intend to make an application to 
the Community Parks and Playgrounds 
program (under Program Open Space) 
for fiscal year 2026.”  

The funds would come through the 
Maryland Department of Natural Re-
sources from their Open Space and 
Community Parks and Playgrounds Pro-
gram. 

The first two items on the town’s An-
nual Program Open Space Development 
Plan were the construction of permanent 
restrooms at Stephen Decatur Park and 
a replacement playground unit at Henry 
Park. 

These projects were funded through 
“various sources” and are about to pro-
ceed. Bohlen said that will “move the 
skate park up the list.”  

The town may submit a skate park 
application to the Community Parks and 
Playgrounds Program for FY26, due in 
late summer this year. Awardees will be 
notified in spring 2026. However, 
Bohlen maintained that Berlin intends 
to apply, but nothing is “set in stone.” 
The appropriate information will need to 
be compiled before the project can be 
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Continued from Page 1

Skate park’s big need: money

SUBMITTED IMAGE/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
A rendering of the proposed skate park in Berlin shows a bowl, quarter pipes, a pump track and 

other design elements. 

See PARK Page 20
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Angel Tree effort 
to help two local 
families in need

(Dec. 19, 2024) An initiative spear-
headed by the Ocean Pines Associa-
tion has reduced holiday shopping for 
two local families in need this sea-
son.  

In collaboration with the Berlin 
Crisis Center, OPA has identified two 
families needing financial assistance 
this holiday season to feature in the 
community’s annual Angel Tree pro-
gram. Residents can head to the 
Ocean Pines Administration Building 
lobby, where ornaments with re-
quested items from the families, in-
cluding toys and clothing for the 
children, ages spanning toddler to 
teenager, have been placed on a fes-
tive tree. The gifts are to be returned 
wrapped by Friday, Dec. 20.  

According to OPA Director of 
Business Administration Linda Mar-
tin, the Berlin Crisis Center receives 
several families each year for consid-
eration for the charitable program. 
These submissions are then priori-
tized based on the special needs of 
the family.  

“The crisis center is contacted for 
families that are in need,” Martin 
said. “Along with the Angel Tree re-
cipients, other families are identified 
for food donations, which the Admin-
istration Building sponsors for a hol-
iday dinner….These two families, 
along with three other families, will 
also be receiving the Christmas din-
ner bags that OPA will be preparing.”  

Community members have until 
tomorrow to give back to the families 
in need. The complete list of re-
quested items is located on the Angel 
Tree in the Administration Building 
lobby. The program is part of OPA’s 
effort to lend a hand to its citizens 
this Christmas. 

“It feels good to give back to the 
community, especially during the 
holiday season,” Martin said. 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The angel tree, located at the Ocean Pines Ad-

ministration Building, is pictured above.
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(Dec. 19, 2024) Local 
pickleball group PKLN’s in-
troductory tournament was a 
success as the organization 
looks to expand its influence 
in 2o25.  

PKLN, a pickleball-fo-
cused athletic organization 
headed by Salisbury School 
gym teacher Mike O’Malley, 
held its first annual holiday 
tournament to benefit Di-
akonia on Sunday, Dec. 15 at 
Factory Sports in Frankford, 
Del. The contest was $45 to 
enter. After paying operating 
costs and other expenses, the 
event will have raised a little 
over $500 to present to the 
charity.  

According to O’Malley, 
the tournament was a dou-
bles contest separated into 
three categories: 12 teams 
registered for the mixed divi-
sion, five teams for the men, 
and four for the women. The 
event was conducted round-
robin style, in which the 
teams played each other to a 
score of 11. The groups were 
seeded into a winners or con-
solation bracket based on the 
results of the initial matches. 
The top four seeds played in 
the semifinals to a score of 
15. Every team was guaran-
teed five to six games, and 
even in the consolation 
bracket, the partners played 
for the chance to win a back-
pack provided by pickleball 
brand JOOLA.  

“There was still some-
thing to play for, even if you 
got knocked out,” O’Malley 
said.  

Participants were also 
given ornaments, and pickle-
ball companies JOOLA and 
Bread and Butter provided 
paddles to be raffled off. Ad-
ditionally, PKLN merchan-
dise like hats and sweatshirts 
were up for grabs.  

“Everyone walked away 
with a handful of stuff,” O’-
Malley said.   

The tournament was la-
beled as a holiday event. As 
such, the PKLN leader said 

that participants dressed as 
elves and Santa to spread 
Christmas cheer as they ex-
panded their paddle-wield-
ing prowess. Coaches were 
onsite, ensuring the event 
was smooth and that players 
did not get “too uncomfort-
able out there,” O’Malley 
noted.   

O’Malley added that 
PKLN’s first competition se-
ries attracted primarily be-
ginners, which is a niche the 
organization intends to focus 
on this coming year.  

“Everyone came in with 
an open mind,” the pickleball 
enthusiast said. “While they 
were not sure what they were 
getting into, they knew that 
everyone had to start some-
where, and they showed up, 
got through the day, and got 
their first tournament under 
their belt.”   

The group, dedicated to 
appealing to novices, has 
hosted free community pick-
leball clinics, or “smashes,” 
throughout the region this 
year, in places like Berlin, 
Georgetown, and Snow Hill 
to introduce beginners to the 
sport via open play and 
coaching. The events are 
held monthly in a different 
location each time.  

The next clinic is planned 

for Saturday, Jan. 25, at 5 
pm at the Worcester County 
Recreation Center in Snow 
Hill. O’Malley hopes that 
once they secure a large 
enough following, PKLN will 
post polls on social media so 
the group’s followers can 
choose where the smashes 
are located. These training 
experiences may be kicked 
up to twice a month as the 
weather heats up in the 
spring and summer.  

PKLN is also gearing up 
for its next tournament. 
While the official date has 
not been set, O’Malley said 
that Eastern Shore pickleball 
fans can expect another com-
petition series around Valen-
tine’s Day or St. Patrick’s 
Day. The organization head 
noted that they intend to 
eliminate the men’s and 
women’s divisions and focus 
solely on mixed doubles on 
their second go-round. They 
hope to host two to three 
tournaments each year going 
forward.  

As dates and other infor-
mation on the upcoming 
events are nailed down, they 
will be shared on PKLN’s In-
stagram and Facebook 
pages. 

O’Malley said that the 

Pickleball tourney benefits Diakonia
Worcester County 
Recreation Center to 
host clinic in January 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Participants in the recent PKLN tournament are pictured competing at the 
Factory Sports complex in Frankford, Del.

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See PKLN Page 15

It’s difficult to say how Tony Weeg’s appeal for contribu-
tions toward the cost of building Berlin’s skate park will go, 
although this area’s generous nature suggests that donations 
will be made. 

How much the total might be and how long it will take to 
get to a number of some significance is impossible to predict, 
especially during the holiday season when disposable income 
will be disposed of with less than the usual self-restraint. 

Once the holidays are over, and the annual post-Christmas 
reconciliation of household budgets has taken place, people, 
businesses and organizations will have a better idea of what 
they can do. 

To be sure, the coastal communities can do and have done 
plenty, as was evidenced this week by a report from the Com-
munity Foundation of the Eastern Shore on the results of this 
year’s edition of “Giving Tuesday.” 

According to the foundation, the 10th annual “Shore Gives 
More Giving Tuesday” and the 145 area nonprofits that ben-
efit from it took in more than $1 million during the 24-hour 
online drive. 

That’s more than great. In fact, that’s three times what the 
fundraiser collected last year.  Also bear in mind that the first 
year of this event back in 2015 collected just $4,285, showing 
that fundraising sometimes requires a building process. 

That’s likely the path the skate park campaign will take, 
starting off slowly and then gaining momentum as time 
passes 

 Again, it’s far too early to forecast how the skate park plan 
will be received by potential donors. Also to be determined is 
how people view their own prospects in the year ahead, as 
they are called on to support various endeavors. 

The only certainty at this time is that the one thing this area 
does have in abundance is people who are willing to  give — 
and give generously —when they believe in the cause.

Skate park banking 
on local generosity



group will expand its outreach into 
nearby schools this coming year. As a 
gym teacher at the Salisbury School, 
he is working with the facility’s ath-
letic director to launch a high school 
pickleball team. According to the 
PKLN founder, the Salisbury School 
is redoing its gymnasium floor over 
winter break and will add pickleball 
court lines. Worcester Prep also in-
tends to create a pickleball club. O’-
Malley said that his group plans to 
work with other schools looking to 
start pickleball programs and teams.  

“We can talk with [schools] for 
free, let everyone know what is in-
volved and what can help get kids in-
terested in the sport,” he said. “We 
want to lend a hand to everyone in the 
area who wants to get pickleball going 
at their schools. Pickleball has proven 
to be a game changer for everyone.”  

“You don’t have to be a great ath-
lete,” O’Malley continued. “You can 

still get out there and have fun. [Pick-
leball] is opening the doors for every-
body to hang out. It’s common 
ground for everybody … I want people 
to know that we are your people if 
they want to get involved in pickleball 
in 2025. Suppose you’re a person 
scared who wants to try it out or a 
school that wants to get a team or club 
going. Everybody should get on board 
because the sport has tremendous 
value.” 

While the proceeds from the first 
tournament benefited Diakonia, O’-
Malley maintained that the athletic 
organization is open to partnering 
with other local charities and non-
profits for future events.  

Information on PKLN, its compe-
tition series, and free clinics can be 
found online at pklnpickleball.com or 
on the group’s Instagram and Face-
book pages. 

of the highest demand visitor loca-
tions, Assateague, as well as for the 
residents that live along 611 that want 
to get into West Ocean City and 
Ocean City on bike or foot,” the coali-
tion representative said. 

The coalition has advanced many 
projects to make Worcester County 
safer. Earlier this year, a crosswalk 
from the South Gate Pond to the 
Racetrack Road and Manklin Creek 
intersection was completed in Ocean 
Pines.  

The State Highway Administra-
tion, a branch of the Maryland De-
partment of Transportation, and the 
local organization partnered with the 
Ocean Pines Association on the proj-
ect, ensuring the connection was 
placed at a heavily trafficked spot. As 
half the community’s residents live on 
the south side and may wish to access 
Food Lion or the other surrounding 
shops by foot or bike, a safety precau-
tion must be constructed to advance 
the neighborhood’s walkability. 

“We observe many people walking 
and biking that path,” Stevens said in 
February. “Both employees and resi-
dents. Some people who work at Food 
Lion, Plaza Tapatia, and Dunkin 
Donuts need to get across. There 
needs to be safe access. Currently, 
there are a lot of illegal and dangerous 
crossings. That’s something we’re try-
ing to combat.” 

The group plans on continuing this 
safety work into 2025.  

“We have seen tremendous 
progress in identifying opportunities, 
securing grant funding, and begin-
ning progress toward creating more 
walkable and bikeable communities,” 
Stevens said.
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Coalition reports 
local progress 
Continued from Page 11

PKLN events continue to grow
Continued from Page 14
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Obituary
RONALD ALVIN ERLWEIN 

Ocean Pines 
Ronald Alvin Erlwein, age 92, of 

Ocean Pines, passed away on Friday, 
December 6, 2024, at the Berlin 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center.  

Ron was born on July 
20, 1932, in Seattle, 
Washington.  He was 
the son of the late 
Dewey Marion Erl-
wein, Sr. and Alwina 
Hedwig (Schreib) Erl-
wein. 

After Ron gradu-
ated from high 

school, he enlisted in the Air Force 
and became an aircraft mechanic and 
flight engineer.  He was in the Air 
Force during the Korean War and the 
Vietnam War.  Ron retired from the 
Air Force in 1972 after 22 years of 
service.   

Ron became a member of the 
American Legion Post 259 in Clinton, 
MD in 1974, and was a member for 
50 years.  He was an Honorary Life 
Member and very involved in the 
American Legion.  He served four 
times as the Commander of Post 259.  
Ron also attended the yearly Ameri-
can Legion Conference in Ocean City, 
MD.  

Ron was an avid golfer and en-
joyed playing golf with family and 

friends.  He also played golf in many 
tournaments. 

Ron is survived by Vania, his wife 
of 31 years; son Brian, granddaughter 
Brijitte, grandson Ronald III, great-
grandchildren Amanda, Anikka, 
Devin, and Mason, and other rela-
tives and friends. 

In addition to his parents, Ron was 
preceded in death by his first wife 
Phyllis, son Ronald Jr., daughter 
Debra, sister Marion, and brothers 
Ted, Warren, Dewey Jr., and Bruce. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made in Ron’s name to The American 
Lung Association, PO Box 756, Osce-
ola, WI  54020.  

A funeral service was held on Sun-
day, Dec. 15, 2024, at 2 p.m., at The 
Burbage Funeral Home in Berlin. The 
viewing was held from 1-2 p.m. prior 
to the service.  Burial will take place 
at Cheltenham Veterans Cemetery in 
Cheltenham on Jan. 2, 2025, at 11:15 
a.m.  Letters of condolence can be 
sent to the family via www.burbage-
funeralhome.com.   Arrangements 
are in the care of The Burbage Fu-
neral Home. 

Ronald Erlwein

OBITUARY NOTICES 
Obituary Notices cost $50 per week for Print and 

Online Publications. 
E-mail: editor@baysidegazette.com
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Coastal Highway Unit 204, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $444,900

73 King Richarrdd Road, Berlin 4BR/2.5BA Single Family $749,900
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61 Charleston Road, Ocean Pines 4BR/4.5BA Single Family $849,900
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Snapshots

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

ANNIVERSARY GALA 
On Nov. 21,  the Republican Women of Worcester County held their 40th Anniversary Gala Dinner 
at the Ocean Pines Yacht Club. After a champagne toast and a fabulous dinner, several past RWWC 
Presidents, current President Jean Delcher and one charter member was recognized. Seated, from 
left, are Beverly Bigler, LouEtta McClaflin, Ellen Bunting (charter member) and Joan Gentile; and 
standing, from left, State Delegate Charles Otto, Beth Rodier, Pat Schrawder, Jean Delcher , Con-
gressman Andy Harris, Linda Busick, Sandy Zitzer, State Delegate Wayne Hartman and State Senator 
Mary Beth Carozza.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

DAR WORKSHOP 
Members of the General Levin Winder Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution paired up at a workshop and made fleece lap blankets 
for veterans. Following its recent meeting, members delivered the blankets to Coastal Hospice at the Stansell House for its “We Honor Veterans” pro-
gram. A “Dear Military Veteran Thank You” tag was attached with a ribbon to a corner of each lap blanket.  The DAR is a women’s service organization 
dedicated to promoting patriotism, preserving American history, and securing America’s future through better education. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

CHIEF SPEAKS 
Ocean Pines Police Chief Tim Robinson was the 
guest speaker at a recent meeting of the Phil-
anthropic Educational Organization’s Chapter 
AK in Ocean Pines.   He spoke on scams and 
fraud in our area and how to avoid them.  Shown 
are Nancy Waters, P.E.O. member, and Robinson..

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

BERLIN LIONS CLUB DONATION 
The Berlin Lions Club recently made a donation of $500 to Boy Scout Troop 225 and hosted the troop for a Thanksgiving-style dinner. Pictured 
are Club President Joe Andrews and Boy Scout moderator Bob P and members of the troop.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

GUEST SPEAKER 
The Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean City 
heard from Home Care Consultant Crystal Heiser of 
Home Instead recently. Heiser is pictured with Kiwa-
nis Club President Tom Southwell after her presen-
tation. Home Instead provides personal service like 
bathing and dressing, mobility meal preparation and 
housekeeping and provide transportation for doctor 
appointments, prescription pickup, grocery shopping 
and more.   

HOLIDAY TREE 
DECORATING 
Maryland First Lady 
Dawn Moore continued 
the tradition of inviting 
the Federated Garden 
Clubs of Maryland to 
decorate holiday trees 
and wreaths for the Ro-
tunda of the State 
House again this year. 
Three Worcester County 
Garden Club members 
recently traveled to An-
napolis and placed a 
holiday tree decorated 
with ornaments mem-
bers made during a 
prior workshop to high-
light its theme, “Plant-
ing Peace Through 
Gardening.” After view-
ing the tree with the 
First Lady, each mem-
ber attending received an ornament from the Moore family as well as a certificate of appreciation 
to the club from the Office of the Governor. Pictured, from left, are Moore and WCGC members 
Karen Trigger, Pat Arata and Susan Fletcher. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
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Thurs., Dec. 19 
CPAP MASK FITTING 
Atlantic General Hospital’s Sleep Disor-
ders Diagnostic Center, 9733 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin. Free mask fitting clinic for 
patients who are having trouble adjust-
ing to their CPAP equipment. Appoint-
ments required: Robin Rohlfing, 
410-641-9726. 

STORY TIME ‘THIS LITTLE PUP’ 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages 
0-5 years. 410-632-3495, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

STORY TIME: CHRISTMAS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages 0-5 
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

COLLAGE ORNAMENTS 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 2 p.m. Decorate 
wooden ornaments with modern art 
postcards. Registration required: 410-
957-0878. www.worcesterlibrary.org 

MAGIC THE GATHERING 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 3:30 p.m. 
Experienced and novice players wel-
come. BYOC recommended. For ages 12-
18 years. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

COOKIE DECORATING 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4 p.m. Teens 
come decorate delicious cookies worthy 
of your social media posts. Gluten-free 
option available. For ages 12-18 years. 
410-641-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

QUIT SMOKING & VAPING CLASSES 
Gudelsky Family Medical Center, 10614 
Racetrack Road, Ocean Pines, 5-6 p.m. 
Participants receive one-on-one support, 
group support, weekly prizes and quit 
resources. Register: 410-632-1100, Ext. 
1102, www.worcesterhealth.org. 

Fri., Dec. 20 
FREE CARRIAGE RIDES 
Historic Downtown Berlin, 124 N. Main 
St., 11 a.m.-3 p.m. www.berlinmain-
street.com 

FANDOM FRIDAY: MYTHS AND 
RETELLINGS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. Drop in anytime for crafts, 
quizzes and discussions about the 

monthly topic. For ages 6-18 years. 410-
524-1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

MAHJONG CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing 
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own 
tile set. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

HOLIDAYS AROUND THE WORLD 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1 p.m. Cre-
ate crafts from all around the world and 
learn how people celebrate in each coun-
try. For ages 6-11 years. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB: ‘WHAT 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN’ BY HOLLY MILLER 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. Copies 
of the book are available at the Berlin Li-
brary circulation desk. 410-641-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO 
Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901 
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s 
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo 
starts at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available 
before bingo and at intermission. 410-
524-7994 

Sat., Dec. 21 
A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS LIVE ON 
STAGE 
Ocean City Performing Arts Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m. Two 
showings: 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. Encom-
passing each of the favorite scenes from 
the original television show and more. 
Costs: $35, $50, $55 and $59. Tickets: 
https://www.acharliebrownchrist-
maslive.com. 

WINTER WONDERLAND 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 
5:30-9 p.m. Paint the 2025 Ward World 
Championship Youth Bufflehead Silhou-
ette, make crafts, enjoy story time, and 
check out the model train display. Free 
admission. https://wardfdn.org/learn-
explore/, 410-339-0668 

MEET SANTA 
Kringle Kottage on Artisan’s Green, 124 
N. Main St., Berlin, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
www.berlinmainstreet.com 

FREE CARRIAGE RIDES 
Historic Downtown Berlin, 124 N. Main 
St., 11 a.m.-3 p.m. www.berlinmain-
street.com 

WALK WITH A DOC 
Southgate Pond, Race Track Road, 
Ocean Pines, 9-10 a.m. Join AGH regis-

tered dietitian Katie Dorsch for a brief 
presentation on how to eat healthy. 
Walk around the pond afterwards. The 
first 10 participants to arrive will receive 
$10 WalMart gift cards. 410-641-9268 

FAMILY LIBRARY DAY: DECEMBER  
HOLIDAYS ACROSS CULTURES 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 10 a.m. Crafts, 
games and activities to explore Decem-
ber celebrations from around the world. 
For families. 410-957-0878, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

CRAFTY SATURDAY: WINTER HOLIDAYS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. 
From reindeer to gingerbread men, come 
ready to craft. For ages 0-11 years. 410-
208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BILINGUAL STORY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories in both 
English and Spanish. For ages 0-5 years. 
410-524-1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 
Ocean Parkway, 9 a.m. to noon. Shop for 
everything from fresh local produce to 
unique handmade artisan goods. Open 
to the public. 

Sun., Dec. 22 
MEET SANTA 
Kringle Kottage on Artisan’s Green, 124 
N. Main St., Berlin. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
www.berlinmainstreet.com 

FREE CARRIAGE RIDES 
Historic Downtown Berlin, 124 N. Main 
St., 11 a.m.-3 p.m. www.berlinmain-
street.com 

BERLIN FLEA MARKET 
Sundays - Uptown Emporium Parking 
Lot, 13 S. Main St., Berlin, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Vendor opportunities available. 
Julie, 410-726-9012; Bill, 410-629-9656 

SEWING FOR A CAUSE 
Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian 
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30 
a.m. to noon. Learn how to sew while 
making a difference. 410-641-0234 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10 
a.m. www.jw.org 

Mon., Dec. 23 
STORY TIME: SNOWMEN 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 

a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For ages 
0-5 years. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

MAGIC MONDAY 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5 p.m. 
Magic the Gathering meet-up, fourth 
Monday of each month. Teens and 
adults only. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

T.O.P.S. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169 
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference 
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 
5-6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is 
a weekly support and educational group 
promoting weight loss and living a 
healthy lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-
641-0157 

BRIDGE 
Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center, 
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30 
p.m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 
p.m. All ladies who love to sing invited. 
Mary, 410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-
7062. 

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
Mondays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100 

ONGOING EVENTS 
SEND LETTERS TO SANTA 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, Nov. 25 through Dec. 
20. Children of all ages are welcome to 
drop off their written letters to Santa at 
the red mailbox. Make sure that letters 
have child’s name and address so Santa 
can respond. 

DECEMBER INSPIRATION CHALLENGE 
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington 
St. Art, photography or poetry competi-
tion for all ages. Pieces will be displayed 
in the library for viewing and voting by 
age bracket. The theme is “Envy.” Due 
by Dec. 20. 410-632-3495 

OCEAN PINES VOLUNTEER FIRE  
DEPARTMENT RAFFLE 
Win a 2024 F-150 4X4 Supercrew 5.0L 
V8. Tickets cost $100. All registration, 
sale, etc. expenses covered by O.P.V.F.D. 
Drawing will take place on Dec. 21. For 
more information: www.opvfd.com/f-
150. 

LIVING NATIVITY 
Bluebird Farms, 11207 Racetrack Road, 
Berlin, Saturdays and Sundays until 

Continued on Page 20

Calendar Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com 
by 5 p.m. Monday.  All community-related activities will be 
published at no charge.
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put up for funding.  
Weeg expects the skate park to break 

ground in 2026 or 2027, unless “local 
all-stars” step up and enable  construc-
tion to begin sooner. 

Meanwhile, Weeg said fundraising 
will likely occur in more traditional, 
slower avenues.  

“[Funding] is either going to be com-
ing through [grants and donations], or 
we’re going to be doing it with bake sales, 
and that is going to take a long, long 
time, and the kids looking at us saying 
‘we want a skate park’ are going to be 
adults, raising money with us later down 
the road,” Weeg said.  

“The kids have been waiting long 
enough, and I’m hoping we can get some 

people interested in this and involved 
soon,” he said. 

We Heart Berlin will also offer nam-
ing rights for the elements and park 
pieces for any sizable contribution. Ad-
ditionally, Weeg hopes to sell bricks at 
$100 each for a pathway that could be 
engraved to help raise money and get 
people involved in the project’s creation. 

Weeg said the push for a skate park in 
Berlin has been ongoing for over a 
decade. He hopes the town’s kids will 
have the recreational space sooner 
rather than later.  

“The biggest thing is money,” he said. 
“We need people who can step up to the 
plate and make this happen. We have 
done everything we can to get there; we 
just need the help.”

Continued from Page 12

Park could break ground in ’26

Calendar

Christmas, noon to 6 p.m. Complimen-
tary hot chocolate, music, petting and 
photo op with mini cow, donkey, goat 
and sheep. Donations benefiting Coastal 
Hospice, Diakonia, Local Troop #621 
B.S.A. and Saltwater Mini Farm. 

LIGHT UP THE PINES 

Ocean Pines residents may sign up 
throughout the holiday season to have 
their homes added to the online map. 
Submit name, address and phone num-

ber via email to info@oceanpines.org or 
call 410-641-7717,  Ext. 3014. Visit 
oceanpines.org for a map of participat-
ing homes. 

WINTER TRAIN GARDEN 

Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, December through Jan. 4. Visitors 
of all ages will delight in interacting with 
buttons that activate accessories and 
sounds. A scavenger hunt for young pa-
trons will also be available. 410-524-
1818 

Continued from Page 19

Delaware Learning Institute is now

The Salon Professional Academy
Nothing is changing about the school you know and love - 

it’s all about our updated name and look.

Classes Now Forming
Now Taking Transfer Students

“Duchess for a Day”
only $43

Enjoy a haircut, facial, manicure, pedicure,
conditioning treatment and blow dry.

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
Coupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials .  Expires 12/31/24

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
Coupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials .  Expires 12/31/24

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
Coupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials .  Expires 12/31/24

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
Coupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials .  Expires 12/31/24

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1  PERSON
Coupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials .  Expires 12/31/24

$5 OFF
Full Set of Acrylic Nails

$5 OFF
1 Hour Facial

Free Makeup
with Any Color Service

$50.00
Hydroderm Facial Treatment

NEW

• Cosmetology
• Master Barbering
• Teacher Training

• Aesthetics
• Manicuring
• Advanced Education

Next Class Starts January 2025
Call (302) 207-4021 for more information

Call Today to Book
Your Appointment!

All the same services
as your favorite

salon/spa at a fraction
of the cost.

All services are performed
under the supervision of

Delaware Licensed Instructors.

32448 Royal Blvd., Suite A
Dagsboro, DE 19939

302.732.6704
www.tspadelaware.com

Financial Aid available to those who qualify

NEED CHRISTMAS CASH?
No need for a special event!
I’m always buying Gold, Silver,
Custom Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,
Flatware, Watches, Pocketwatches,
Single Earrings, Coins, Damaged
Jewelry & Diamonds!

Any Size or Condition.

Madeleine Sasha
Gemologist

Sasha’s Jewels, LLC
Our Shop Is Now Open!

(302) 296-6909 - Call or Text
202 Gumboro Rd, Selbyville, DE

Open Friday & Saturday 11-5

50% OFF 
Costume Jewelry
30% OFF Silver

Fri., Dec. 20th
Sat., Dec. 21st

Bring In Old Jewelry & 
Trade It For Something New



Small Engine Mechanic 
Year-round. 

Competitive Wages. 
443-754-1047 

 

Pool -  
General Maintenance.  

Outdoor work, lifting heavy 
objects. Mechanical, basic 

pool pump & motors,  
CPO a plus / not required.  

Able to pass CPO test.  
Summer includes weekends 
& long hours; working alone 

or with others 
410-289-4902 

 ask for Suzanne. 
 

WEEKLY RENTALS 
$300-$500 per week.  

October-May.  
301-331-2209 

Seeking YR & Seasonal 
Rentals!  

Call Howard Martin Realty 
410-352-5555. 

 

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 
South Gate Ocean Pines 

750 sq.ft. 
$1,100 per mo. 
410-430-3758 

2 Office/Retail Spaces  
available in West Ocean  

City. Approximately        
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.   

Call 443-497-4200 

Commercial Space  
for Lease.  

2-3 Units available, can be  
divided or joined. Approx. 

800-1000 sq. ft. ea.  
Busy major road in  

Town of Berlin.  
Call 443-880-8885 

 

Industrial Space 
Yard and Storage Shed.  

Approx. 10x25+/-  
Route 90/Bishopville.  
Call 443-497-4200. 

 

SERVICES 

HANDYMAN SERVICE 
I’m a carpenter with over  

40 years of experience in the 
remodeling field. No job too 
small. Flooring, windows, 

door, painting. Some  
electrical and plumbing  

repairs. Please call  
Larry 410-251-9066.  
Referrals upon request. 

 

Do you have an old bicycle 
not being used? It could 
mean a world of difference to 
a hard-working international 
student. We are looking to 
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at 
443-975-3065. 

RENTALSHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Classifieds 
410-723-6397 

baysideoc.com 

octodaydispatch.com 

~~~~~ 

Classifieds Deadline 

 is 5pm Monday

Classifieds appear in 

OC Today-Dispatch & 

Bayside Gazette  

each week and  

online at  

octodaydispatch.com  

and  

baysideoc.com

Classifieds 
410-723-6397

GET IT RENTED HERE! 
410-723-6397 

www.octodaydispatch.com 
www.baysideoc.com

COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL DONATIONS

SERVICES

Call 410-723-6397 
by Monday 5 p.m.

M A R K E T P L A C E

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch & 
Bayside Gazette each week and online at  
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com
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O r d e r  Y O u r  C l a s s i f i e d s  O n l i n e !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends

OC Today-Dispatch

www.octodaydispatch.com

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $20/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

 

 
Currently Hiring Manpower For: 

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters 
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics 

Concrete Work  
o Experience preferred. 
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license   
   are a plus. 
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits  
   package available.   

Please Apply Online:  
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers   

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals  

We Welcome Pets 
7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700 

www.holidayoc.com

SEASONAL 
WEEKLY 
RENTALS  

Burgandy Inn 
1210 Philadelphia Ave. 

410-289-8581

YEARLY RENTALS 
WEST OCEAN CITY 

  
PETS WELCOME 

  
2 Bedroom / 1 Bath 

Laundry on premises. 
 

877-289-1616 
www.bbapartmentsoc.com

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

SERVICES

CARPENTERS & CARPENTERS HELPERS 
Must have 

Tools, Transportation, Drivers License 
Experience Preferred 

PATTERSON & SONS BUILDERS 
rhp510@aol.com 

410-641-9530 CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK
Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-977-5719 

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net!  Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On- 
Demand Movies, Plus Limited 
Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-407-
6870 

FOR SALE 
Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-993-0969 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move. 

VEHICLES WANTED 
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/ 
RV - Lutheran Mission Society 
of MD Compassion Place 
ministries help local families 
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA li-
censed #W1044.  

410-228-8437  
www.CompassionPlace.org 

REAL ESTATE 
We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-866-541-7929 

SERVICES 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228  

www.dental50plus.com/ 
MDDC #6258 

MISC./OTHER

How far must I go? 
Perhaps to follow a star, 

Then a humble barn. 
Forgiveness to see, 
True Love to behold!

NOW HIRING!  
• BARTENDER  

Call Pam 
410-726-7061 

or apply within 
56th Street

Run your business card in our  

SERVICE DIRECTORY 
CALL 410-723-6397 

for pricing!
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COMPLETE BODY SHOP   
Auto Sales & Service • Complete Computerized Diagnostic Specialists

TRAILER PARTS, SALES & SERVICE  
ROUTE 589, RACE TRACK ROAD

410-641-5262
ROUTE 50, BERLIN

 (1/2 Mile East of McDonald’s) 
410-641-3200

AUTO & MARINE TIRE CENTER

autOMOtiVe repair

410-641-3200

BaysideOC.com

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Call Today 302-259-1469 
www.AbsoluteFirstResponse.com 

• Carpet 
• Tile & Grout 
• Upholstery 
• General Cleaning 
• Beach Vacation Rental Cleanings 
• Residential & Commercial 
  Cleanings

Licensed and Insured

CARPET CARE & EXT. CLEAN, LLC

CLEANING SERVICES

D E N TA LDENTAL

THE 
HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs 
“WE DO IT ALL”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • MHIC 17433 
“A Family Tradition Since 1935” 
410-893-9707

• Roofing Repairs 
• Roof Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing • 
• Deck Repairs •

• Rain Gutters 
• Gutter Guards 

• Screening 
• Painting 

• Staining 
• Caulking

PARRISH
HANDYMAN SERVICES

PAUL’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS
All phases of home improvements 

No job too small - No job too large 
Handyman Home Services

FREE ESTIMATES 
Over 45 years 

experience

MHIC 
#83501 410-641-7548

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans
Administration 

Approved Contractor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTORY
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mondRaymondRaym

Electric Ve
443 691 0

Master
Raymond

Residential/Commerc
No Job Too Small! F

35 Years Ex

ELECTRIC

 

 d O’Bd O

ehicle Chargers
 Call or Text 0544 

r Electrician  
d O’Brocki Jr.

ial/Emergencies!
Free Estimates! 
perience

CIAN

 

 

MD Lic #2268   Worces
Residential/Commerc

 

 

ter Co Lic #M1337
ial/Emergencies! 

ELECTRICIAN

cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES

mental health

Island Care Mental Health  
Mary Deborah Wilson 

PMHNP  
Avoid the Delays 

Medication & Therapy 
MD DE Lic.     410-641-5190

MENTAL HEALTHhome improvement

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Let’s schedule your Fall & Winter Projects!

We accept MC/Visa 
(410) 641-3762

HOME IMPROVEMENT

•  For  All  of Your  Household • For All of Your Household     
Maintenance and Repairs  Maintenance and Repairs   

•  Quali ty Work  At Affordable Prices• Quality Work At Affordable Prices   

•  Over  40 Years Experience• Over 40 Years Experience  

Call Mark: Cell 410-916-1405 ~ Home 410-262-8804 
MGImprovements00@gmail.com 

Licensed and Insured 

 
 

MG IMPROVEMENTS, LLCMG IMPROVEMENTS, LLC  
Handyman ServicesHandyman Services  

HANDYMAN SERVICES

The Area’s #1 Moving Company
BUDGET MOVERS

40+Years in Business                                                  Licensed & Insured

LOCAL • ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial

Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move 
Single Item or Certain Items or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers

MOVING SERVICES MVA LICENSED PAINTING
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PRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services 

PRINTING & DESIGN

DIRECTORY

POWERWASHING

all services     
           w/this ad!

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH
Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services

Year round  
services 

w/yearly & 
seasonal  

rates

Hot Water, Powerwashing 
& Soft Wash Systems

• Houses 
• Deck Staining • Decks  

• Docks • Restaurants 
• Shopping Centers  

• Roofs • & More
MHIC 97081 

Ocean City 34629 • Delaware 2004 222 381 
Licensed & Insured

410-603-3400 
Joe Beran/Owner Operator 
acms1st@gmail.com

Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services
Reasonable Rates • Commercial & Residential • Complete Exterior Cleaning

FREE ESTIMATES

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PAINTING
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 17-877-686971

  

  
  

 
 

57919
YVILLE, DESELB E

TREE STUMP GRINDINGROOFING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement  
Specialist Since 1989

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946 
9240 Peerless Rd. • Bishopville, MD 

mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com •  www.shoresidingmd.com

ROOFING & SIDING

ROOFING • SIDING • DURADEK • WINDOWS • GUTTERS

*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

ROOFING

410-430-3490 • LMSPlumbingandgas.com

Plumbing  
and Gas, LLC 

MD 20283 Insured

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

We do it all from   
ground work to  
rough in to final 
trim & fixtures.

We Install:  
Faucets/Sinks • Showers/Tubs/Toilets 

Water Heaters • Water/Sewer Lines   
Winterization Packages • Repairs

PLUMBING
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