
(Jan. 23, 2025) Touch of Italy will 
take over the Ocean Pines Associa-
tion’s three food and beverage service 
locations on May 1, following the ex-
piration of the association’s contract 
with Matt Ortt Companies.  

Last week, the community invited 
residents to a town hall where home-
owners could ask Touch of Italy and 
Ocean Pines Association representa-
tives questions about the five-year 
lease arrangement the two parties 
signed earlier this month. 

Per the agreement, OPA, as the 
owner of the Yacht Club, the Club-
house Bar and Grille, and the Beach 
Club, will be the restaurant com-
pany’s landlord. 

PHOTO COURTESY OCEAN PINES ASSOCIATION 
Touch of Italy owner Bob Ciprietti responds to a question from the audience during the Ocean Pines Association town hall meeting on Ciprietti’s company’s plans when it takes over in May as the 

operator of the Ocean Pines Yacht Club, the golf club and the Beach Club in Ocean City. Touch of Italy has a five-year contract with the OPA to run the venues.

Bay Club’s back-to-nature 
project nears finish line

(Jan. 23, 2025) The former Bay 
Club Golf Course is being trans-
formed into a Maryland Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) 
property as officials work to estab-
lish trails and pollinator meadows, 
restore wetlands and enhance 
recreation space. 

Last week, the Lower Shore 

Land Trust, a nonprofit environ-
mental organization dedicated to 
protecting natural resources and 
wildlife habitat, invited community 
members to an information ses-
sion about the DNR’s purchase of 
the Bay Club golf course property 
on Libertytown Road outside 
Berlin.  

In 2023, the state acquired the 

OPA audience gets to grill 
Touch of Italy’s big cheese
Restaurant owner Ciprietti 
lays out how his company 
will run food, drink venues
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See CIPRIETTI Page 6

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See BAY Page 4
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Neighbors question Berlin parking lot lease 

(Jan. 23, 2025) Some Berlin residents have con-
cerns regarding the 10-year lease agreement inked 
recently for a new parking lot. 

The Mayor and Council recently announced a 
lease deal with a private property owner to establish 
a municipal parking lot in town. Officials have said 
it’s a move to grow the downtown business district 
and address a capacity shortage for parking. 

According to a Town of Berlin press release issued 
on Jan. 8, the parking lot will be located on a parcel 
of property owned by the Esham family at the corner 
of West Street and Washington Street. Funds from 
the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), also known 
as the COVID-19 Stimulus Package, will fund the 
first two years of the lease. The municipality will 
work to implement a “sustainable funding plan” for 
the remainder of the arrangement. The cost to tran-
sition the empty lot into parking spaces has not been 
determined. 

Per the lease, which commenced on Jan. 15, rent 
for years one, two, and three will be $30,000. At the 
commencement of the arrangement, rent for the first 
two years, a total of $60,000, was paid through 
ARPA funds. Rent for years four and five will be 
$35,000, and rent for years six through 10 will in-
crease 3% annually.  

The deal clarifies the tenant, in this case, the 
Town of Berlin, is to cover the premises with gravel, 
crush-and-run, or a “similar type of surface.” The 
agreement stipulates the “tenant is not permitted to 
pave or blacktop the leased premises.”  

“This new municipal parking lot will significantly 
increase parking capacity for our downtown busi-

ness district and provide much-needed overflow 
parking during town events,” Berlin Mayor Zack 
Tyndall said in the press release. “Based on conver-
sations with our downtown businesses and the 
Berlin Chamber of Commerce, we know that a lack 
of accessible parking has limited the ability of our 
businesses to grow and thrive. This investment will 
help strengthen an already vibrant business district 
and encourage further growth and reinvestment in 
our community.” 

At the Berlin Mayor and Council’s Monday, Jan. 
13 meeting, Tyndall emphasized the town is aware 
the proposed lot will be constructed in a residential 
area.  

“We don’t want to degrade the neighborhood in 
any way,” the mayor said.  

The mayor assured additional visitor spaces 
would solve a supply challenge, as the town could not 
offer parking near the downtown area. This problem 
often caps business revenue, limits event attendance, 
and can lead to safety concerns when cars searching 
for a parking space block residential driveways. 

Some residents responded with negative feedback 
upon the announcement at the Jan. 13 meeting.  

Along with the visual change outside his home, 
West Street resident Brad Parks, an environmental 
engineer by trade, said that his hesitations lie with 
the potential for stormwater runoff from the possible 
gravel usage. Tyndall maintained the town knows 
the flooding challenges, particularly on West Street, 
and that stormwater engineers will help vet the proj-
ect. 

“We want to make sure whatever we do does not 
add to [stormwater runoff],” Tyndall said. “I’m not 
an engineer, but I am pretty sure we legally can’t 

make an exemption for ourselves, nor would we 
want to. The same vetting process we ask everyone 
else to do, we will do ourselves.”  

Berlin Planning Commission member Erich Pfef-
fer, who lives across from the vacant lot on West 
Street, also spoke at last week’s meeting. The resi-
dent said that environmental concerns must be con-
sidered throughout the lot’s construction, referring 
to people he has spoken to who are “up in arms” over 
the lot being transitioned into a parking lot. 

“Doing things like, ‘Oh, we’ll get the horticulture 
department in there to make it pretty,’ it’s not going 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See PARKING Page 6

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
A 10-year lease agreement has been signed by Berlin and the 

property owner to make the vacant lot at the corner of West and 

Washington streets a municipal parking lot to serve the town.



672-acre property to be managed by 
the Maryland Forest Service to pro-
vide water quality and habitat bene-
fits and create opportunities for 
public recreation, such as walking, 
horseback riding, hunting, bird 
watching, and cycling.  

Leaders of the initiative were pres-
ent at the Jan. 16 information ses-
sion, providing project updates and 
outlining their mission with the Bay 
Club transformation.  

Alex Clark of the state Forest Serv-
ice said the work already completed 
at the site includes the removal of 
buildings and pavement as a condi-
tion of the acquisition, the majority of 
the parking lot construction, and 
planting trees across 62 acres. Offi-
cials have also coordinated with the 
Berlin and Ocean Pines fire compa-
nies to provide them with access to 
the property in the case of emergen-
cies. 

Still to come are some finishing 
touches on the parking area, addi-
tional signs and more cleanup, espe-
cially collecting all the golf balls that 
have found their way into the space’s 
ponds. In addition, DNR engineers 
are making sure the property’s 
bridges are structurally sound. 

“We want to make sure that if you 
put a horse on [the bridges], it’s not 

going to fall through,” Clark said. 
Officials are looking to change the 

name of the property. Clark said re-
naming suggestions are now being 
welcomed from community mem-
bers. The forest service representa-
tive maintained that any update to 
the title must be approved by the 
Maryland Board of Public Works, 
comprised of Gov. Wes Moore, Treas-
urer Dereck E. Davis, and Comptrol-

ler Brooke E. Lierman.  
Leah Franzleubbers of the United 

States Fish and Wildlife Service told 
the audience that the restoration of 
the wetlands on the parcel is environ-
mentally vital.  

“The main animating issue behind 
this is the sheer scale of wetlands loss 
that we have experienced both in the 
US and Maryland, historically,” Fran-
zleubber said. “Prior to European set-
tlement, a lot of the Eastern Shore 
would have been largely forest, and a 
lot of that would have been forested 
wetlands … We do restoration be-
cause wetlands are important for 
clean air, clean water, and species’ 
biodiversity, and they can be beauti-
ful and productive areas for human 
recreation.”  

The Bay Club acreage will see sea-
sonal wetlands on the golf course 
fairways, an enhancement to the ex-
isting golf course ponds, using ditch 
plugs to restore the wet forest in the 
southern portion of the property, and 
semi-permanent wetlands in the for-
mer agricultural areas.  

Franzleubbers said the seasonal 
wetlands will consist of shallow exca-
vation in the fairway areas to produce 
areas that are “primarily driven by 
groundwater and precipitation.” 
These spaces will likely be dry in the 
summer and fall but wet in the winter 
and spring.  

“This shortened wet time allows a 
different kind of species to inhabit 
them than if you had a pond that’s 
wet all year ‘round,” the USFWS rep-
resentative said.  

This excavation project will also 
generate a good bit of material that 
will then be used to enhance the ex-
isting golf course ponds, such as re-
ducing their depth and adding some 

islands. This will allow different 
species of plants to grow in those 
areas.  

“They dig the golf course primarily 
for aesthetic value,” Franzleubbers 
noted. “So they are really deep, very 
flat on that bottom, so we will be mix-
ing that up, adding some differences 
in the topography.”  

Franzleubbers said the forested 
areas have ditches that were put in by 
the previous landowners in an at-
tempt to drain the woods. To remedy 
this, her team will install earth and 
ditch plugs to keep the wooded area 
saturated like it once was and keep 
the roots wet. Additionally, semi-per-
manent wetlands, which will be damp 
for more of the year than the seasonal 
ones, will be established in the agri-
cultural areas.  

“Our intent with this project is to 
seamlessly integrate our wetland 
restoration activities within the other 
restoration activities that the Lower 
Shore Land Trust and the Maryland 
Forest Service are doing to create a 
complex of varied upland and wet-
land habitat that can benefit wildlife, 
but also is a wonderful place for hu-
mans to enjoy for recreation,” Fran-
zleubbers said.  

Representatives said they can be 
contacted with questions and sugges-
tions. Clark can be reached at alexan-
d e r . c l a r k @ m a r y l a n d . g o v , 
Franzleubbers at leahfranzlueb-
bers@fws.gov, and Matt Heim, Jared 
Parks, and Beth Sheppard of the 
Lower Shore Land Trust at 
info@LowerShoreLandTrust.org.  

The Lower Shore Land Trust is 
hosting the same information session 
again on Saturday, Feb. 1, at the 
Berlin Library from 1 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Representatives from the Lower Shore Land Trust, the Maryland Department of Natural Resources Forest Service and the US Fish and Wildlife Service 

were at the Berlin Library last week to update Worcester County residents about the state’s acquisition and ongoing transformation work at the old 

Bay Club Golf Course property. 

Bay Club being returned to its natural state
Continued from Page 1
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“Ocean Pines will become our 
landlord,” Touch of Italy owner Bob 
Ciprietti said. “I have signed a per-
sonal guarantee on that lease, which 
means that if I don’t live up to my ob-
ligations, you have recourse to come 
after me for the rent. I believe right 
now since we signed that, you will al-
ways be in the black at this point.”  

The agreement provides that 
Touch of Italy will pay OPA a rent 
equal to the combined depreciation of 
the food and beverage facilities, or 
about $380,000 a year. This amount 
will increase by 3% annually. OPA 
General Manager John Viola said the 
association also will receive 6.5% of 
the operation’s gross, non-alcohol 
revenue. 

“The depreciation of the food and 
beverage facilities is about $384,000 
a year,” Rick Lawrence, Touch of 
Italy’s financial manager, said. “That 
is a minimum return that Ocean 
Pines is guaranteed now with the 
lease arrangement they made. Lead-
ership in this community made that 
decision and now is protecting the 
community in that regard. 

 “On top of that,” he continued, “so 
that the community actually is bene-
fitting from the food and beverage 
operations, they get what is known as 
a rent-kicker, and they participate in 
a percentage of the adjusted gross.”  

The lease arrangement dictates 
that the new food and beverage com-
pany will bear most of the replace-
ment and maintenance expense. 
Viola said that if equipment breaks in 
the first few years of its useful life, 
Touch of Italy would cover it. 

Ocean Pines may be responsible if 
a device needs to be replaced in the 
final stages of its expected duration. 
Additionally, any changes Touch of 
Italy wants to make to the facilities 
would require community leaders’ 
approval.  

“If [the restaurant company] 
wants to make any changes, every-
thing has to be approved by the 
Ocean Pines management and the 
board,” Viola said. “If there is any-
thing they want to do to the build-

ings, we own the buildings, and they 
are renting … they have to get ap-
proval from the Ocean Pines manage-
ment team and the board depending 
on what they are going to do.”  

Ciprietti told the audience that his 
team is looking to “soften” the Yacht 
Club’s dining room by adding privacy 
measures for guests. Currently, the 
area is a single, exposed space. 

As for the Beach Club in Ocean 
City, its under-utilized second floor 
could see more activity, Ciprietti said.  

The restaurant company will offer 
a diverse menu. While Touch of 
Italy’s locations in Ocean City, Re-
hoboth, and Lewes boasts primarily 
Italian cuisine, the Ocean Pines oper-
ations will include items across the 
board. Patrons can expect to see 
chicken, fish, lobster rolls, burgers, 
fajitas, and egg rolls. Gluten-free op-
tions will also be available.  

“We have a very diverse menu and 
culinary team so that it won’t be just 
Italian,” Ciprietti said. “Will there be 
some Italian items at the Yacht Club 
restaurant? Yes, of course. But it is 
not going to be the focus of it at all.”  

He added that Ocean Pines resi-
dents can contact his cell, 914-906-
0175, with any suggestions or 
concerns.  

“We do listen, and we do pay at-
tention,” the Ciprietti said. “I have no 
problem speaking to anybody that 
wants to call me, and I seriously 
mean that.”  

Residents at last week’s town hall 
asked if the staff currently employed 
by Matt Ortt Companies at the Yacht 
Club and the other OPA locations 
would still work there come May 1. 
Ciprietti said because Ortt is still the 
operator at this point, his team isn’t 
talking to any of them, but they are 
open to interviewing anyone who 
wishes to stay on upon Ortt’s depar-
ture.  

Ciprietti also noted that once his 
company takes over, the venues’ 
hours of operation, particularly at the 
Clubhouse Bar and Grille, will be ex-
panded. He said he would like to give 
golfers the option of stopping in for 
coffee before early-morning tee 

times.  
Also addressed during the town 

hall were residents’ concerns about 
events at the Yacht Club. Ciprietti 
replied that the off-season Thursday 
night trivia at the Yacht Club would 
likely be maintained and that bands 
that regular play the venue, including 
Great Train Robbery and Tranzfu-
sion, would return. 

The annual Thanksgiving buffet 
will be revied, as Ciprietti said he and 
his team are committed to upholding 
traditions favored by the Ocean Pines 
community. Previously scheduled 
private events like banquets and wed-
dings will be honored.  

Furthermore, Touch of Italy will 
accept gift cards sold by the previous 
operator. The group also acknowl-
edged the Ocean Pines locations will 
yield a different clientele than the 
Ocean City Italian restaurant and 
pricing will prioritize affordability 
based on the needs and desires of 
OPA residents.  

Among the areas that need work, 
according to the new operators, the 
floors in the Yacht Club kitchen, and 
paint touch-ups and cleaning at the 
Beach Club.  

Those interested in applying to the 
community’s food and beverage facil-
ities can email their resumes to 
info@touchofitaly.com. While indi-
viduals may apply now, company 
representatives said the recruitment 
via social media channels will in-
crease leading up to the May 1 start 
date.  

Ocean Pines’ new deal with Touch 
of Italy was announced on Wednes-
day, Jan. 8, following a special OPA 
Board of Directors meeting. 

In addition to the company’s 
Touch of Italy restaurants in this 
area, it also operates the Royal Prime 
Steakhouse at Bally’s in Dover, Del. 
and runs Sunset Island Bar and 
Grille at 1 Beach Side Drive in Ocean 
City. 

“We are working now, every day 
for the transition day,” said Ciprietti. 

Those who wish to view the entire 
town hall can visit the Ocean Pines 
Association’s YouTube channel.
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Ciprietti explains plan for OP clubs
Continued from Page 1

to be enough,” he said. “It’s a big piece 
of property. Noise pollution, sound 
pollution. All those types of pollution 
need to be taken into account. Hope-
fully, it will be an open process.”  

Pfeffer added that because the space 
would most likely be pay-to-park, it 
would continue to lead to street park-
ing, which the council noted creates 
safety concerns for emergency vehicle 
access and hurts downtown businesses 
due to a lack of ample spots.  

Councilmember Jay Knerr re-
sponded that the new parking lot will 
be used primarily for events when the 
town’s existing lots and parking spaces 
fill up quickly.  

“During events, people want to park 
close to the event, and this lot provides 
that,” he said. “People don’t really 
question paying for parking.” 

The new parking lot’s mission is to 
address a shortage of spaces, impact-
ing visitors and residents alike. Tyndall 
noted that the town’s goal is to “test 
the waters” and build something that 
works. The 10-year lease allows Berlin 
to break the arrangement, stipulating 
a termination penalty of $60,000 at its 
sole discretion. The mayor added that, 
hopefully, the municipality could pur-
chase the property at the end of the ini-
tial deal. This would give the town 
more control to add amenities and 
“change things around.”  

Berlin leaders hope the parking lot 
will address an ongoing challenge. The 
Mayor and Council emphasized that 
they would appreciate feedback and 
input from community members as 
the initiative gets up and running.  

“A non-option was to not do any-
thing for parking in the Town of 
Berlin,” Councilmember Steve Green 
said after hearing the concerns. “It is 
something I hear about every day. 
Since I have been on the council, next 
to the cost of living, it is the biggest 
issue I’ve heard … It was time for a 
bold move. I have had businesses com-
municate with me and neighbors com-
municate with me about the 
annoyance and the public safety con-
cerns.”

Continued from Page 3

Parking lot lease 
mission outlined
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County planning education 
effort on solar land leases

(Jan. 23, 2025) As demand grows 
for filling fields with solar panels in-
stead of corn or soybeans, Worcester 
County’s farmers should be on the 
lookout for aggressive and predatory 
salespeople in the solar industry, of-
ficials said this week. 

“It’s almost kind of a David and 
Goliath situation,” environmental 
programs director Bob Mitchell told 
the county’s Board of Commissioners 
at its Jan. 14 meeting. “These guys 
and ladies are getting contacted by 
sales folk from the companies. Some 
are doing option contracts – there 
may not be a project in the pipeline, 
but they want to lock up their land for 
a time.” 

Agricultural lands are now highly 
profitable for solar development. As 
a result, county officials plan to mail 
educational material to eligible 
landowners, in an effort to help them 
from being burned by shady sales tac-
tics and questionable contracts. 

The trend can be traced to the 
state’s rising energy demands. Mary-
land is seeing a surge in popularity of 
electric vehicles, in full building elec-
trification, and the rise of data cen-
ters, Mitchell explained in a Dec. 20 
internal county memo. 

Not only that, but in just five short 
years, the state is supposed to be gen-
erating 14.5 percent of its energy 
from solar power, according to the 
Climate Solutions Now Act of 2022. 

As state leaders set increasingly 
ambitious renewable energy goals, 
vast farm fields become prime candi-
dates for electricity-churning solar 
panels, Mitchell said, putting dollar 
signs in the eyes of solar salesmen. 

“Environmental Programs can at-
test to the aggressive tactics by the 
solar industry locally and have heard 
concerns from both the agricultural 
sector landowners and the members 
of our county Agricultural Land 
Preservation Advisory Board,” he 
wrote in the memo. 

Worcester Commissioner Eric 
Fiori (District 3, Sinepuxent) said he 

first learned about this issue at the 
2024 winter convention of the Mary-
land Association of Counties. Fiori 
met colleagues from Caroline County 
who shared horror stories of 
landowners who got mixed up with 
complex solar panel contracts, and 
how many didn’t realize they gave up 
their rights in the fine print of a con-
tract. 

“What Caroline County has seen is 
that, farmers are struggling to make 
ends meet. They look at the solar as a 
great option to rent their space,” Fiori 
said in an interview. “Solar is paying 
them $800 an acre to let rent their 
ground and they have to do nothing. 
It allows farmers to make more 
money off their property without 
doing any more work, which is won-
derful.” 

The problem, Fiori said, is that 
salespeople sometimes leave out ther 
part where solar panels eventually 
reach the end of their useful life, and 
a site needs decommissioning, which 
can be costly. Also, as property tax as-
sessments rise statewide, solar leases 
are simply less lucrative. 

One solution Caroline adopted was 
to mail warning notices with red flags 
about long-term solar lease. It’s a fix 
Worcester’s leaders say they want to 
adopt. 

Mitchell on Tuesday presented a 
draft letter to the commissioners, 
one that could be mailed to property 
owners whose acreage is ripe for 
solar. It asks: are you being pres-
sured to sign a contract quickly? Is 
the solar company reputable? Does 
signing a lease trigger a breach of 
your mortgage?  

The final notice will be fine-tuned 
by county staff before going out to 
landowners with eligible quantities of 
agricultural acreage. 

Commissioner Chip Bertino (Dis-
trict 5, Ocean Pines) at Tuesday’s 
meeting said solar panel placement, 
and how much control local govern-
ment gets in the process, is a conver-
sation many rural counties are having 
lately in Maryland. 

“When it gets right down to it, the 
individual property owners are the 
ones that really decide whether those 
solar panels go on their property,” he 
said. “The more information they 
have, the better off we’ll all be.” 

Commissioners approve  
mailer to ag land owners 
about pitfalls with deals
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF SARA GORFINKEL AND CHAMBER 

BERLIN AWARD WINNER 
Dr. Melissa Reid, president of the Berlin Heritage Foundation as well as art teacher at Buckingham Elementary, was surprised with the Berlin Award at the annual awards banquet put on by the Berlin 
Chamber of Commerce. Pictured, from left, are last year’s recipient Nornie Bunting, Councilman Steve Green, award co-presenter Cam Bunting, Reid, Mayor Zack Tyndall and Council members Jay Knerr 
and Dean Burrell. 

Berlin Chamber recognizes award winners
(Jan. 23, 2025) About 100 people 

attended last week’s Berlin Chamber 
of Commerce Annual Installation and 
Awards Banquet at the Berlin Fire 
Company.  

A highlight of the evening was the 
presentation of the Berlin Award to 
Dr. Melissa Reid for her leadership of 
the Berlin Heritage Foundation, 
which operates the Calvin B. Taylor 
House Museum.  

Reid, an art teacher at Buckingham 
Elementary School for more than 25 
years who lives in Berlin, was surprised 
with the recognition and presented ci-
tations and commendations from the 
Town of Berlin, Worcester County and 
the Senate and House of Delegates. 

Previous Berlin Award recipients in-
clude Frederick Brueckmann, 1964; 
Jane Q. Parker Gantz, 1965; Willis W. 
Hudson, 1966; Paul Scott, 1968; Audrey 
Pennington, 1969; Horace E. Quillin, 
1970; Oscar Littleton, 1971; Anna A. 
Burbage, 1972; William S. Hudson, 

1973; James G. Barrett, 1974; Elton W. 
Parsons, 1975; William Briddell, 1976; 
Mable S. Holland, 1977; Rev. E.C. Hack-
shaw, 1978; Charles T. Martin, 1979; Mr. 
and Mrs. Marvin Abernethy, 1980; 
Edgar Gaskins, 1981; no award, 1982; 
Wilford and Rhoda Showell, 1983; Lau-
rence Eastburn, 1984; Edward H. Ham-
mond, 1985; Luther Shultz, 1986; Frank 
Timmons, 1987; Gee Williams, III, 1988; 
Stuart J. Scott, 1989; Mary E. 
Humphreys, 1990; Barbara Derrickson, 
1991; Doris Taylor, 1992; Mildred Ann 
Villani, 1993; Denman E. Rayne, 1994; 
Raymond D. Coates, 1995; Patrick L. 
Henry, 1996; John T. Bruehl, 1997; 
Frank Villani, 1998; Bennett Scott, 1999; 
Leola A. Smack, 2000; Ellen H. Lang, 
2001; RoxAnne D. Williams, 2002; Tom 
& Judy Patton, 2003; Jesse Turner, 
2004; Clayton P. Collins, Jr., 2005; Deb-
orah S. Frene, 2006; William Burke, 
2007; Tim and Christine Rayne, 2008; 
Susan Taylor, 2009; Joel J. Todd, 2010; 
Terri Sexton, 2011; Jan Quick, 2012; 

BEST NEW BUSINESS 
Berlin Chamber President Garrett Neville presented the Best New Business Award to the Berlin 
Beer Co. and The Street Kitchen, which opened last year in the former home of Southern States at 
the corner of Harrison Avenue and Broad Street. Pictured, from left, are Neville, Tammie Faille of 
The Street Kitchen and Adam Davis and Lauren Georgevich of Berlin Beer Co.

LIFETIME RECOGNITION 
Doug Westfall, owner of Gold Crafts in Berlin, was presented a Lifetime Achievement in Retail award 
for his decades of being a town merchant. Westfall, with Neville, plans to retire this year.
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Doug Parks, 2014; Mike and Helen 
Wiley, 2014; Woody and Cam Bunting, 
2015; Barbara Purnell, 2016; no award, 
2017-2022; and Nornie Bunting, 2023. 

Other awards presented were: 
Best New Business: Berlin Beer 

Co. and The Street Kitchen  
Bright Idea: The Bubble Project, 

created by Ivy Wells of the Town of 
Berlin and Jeffrey Auxer of Jeffrey 
Auxer Designs 

Chamber Partner: Matt and Brooke 
Borrelli of The Sterling Tavern 

Volunteer of The Year: David 
Fitzgerald of the Berlin Fire Company 

Lifetime Achievement in Retail: 
Doug Westfall of Gold Crafts 

Dedication Award: Tanja Giles for her 
dedication to volunteering and organiz-
ing the annual Cruiser events in Berlin 

Legacy Award: Helen Wiley for her 
longtime affiliation and leadership of 
the Church Mouse Thrift Shop 

Outgoing Board member and for-
mer chamber president Mike Poole 
was thanked and addressed as a pivotal 
member of the chamber, and William 
Outten was inducted as the new board 
member. Outgoing President Cindi 
Krempel was also recognized.  

The event was sponsored by the 
Bank of Ocean City, Bradley Atlantic 
Insurance, Broad Bookkeeping Co., 
East & Main Shore Supply and Taylor 
Bank. In-kind contributions were 
provided by Berlin Beer Co., Burley 
Oak Brewery, Bleached Butterfly, 
Eastern Woodlands, Dr. Johnathan 
C. Patrowicz, Forgotten 50 Distilling 
& Restaurant and The Street Kitchen. 

Annual banquet installs new 
board, announces awards

Above left, new Berlin Chamber President Garrett Neville is pictured at last week’s installation din-

ner and awards banquet. Above middle, accepting the Bright Idea award recognizing The Bubble 

Project was Ivy Wells, economic and community development director for Berlin. Jeffrey Auxer of 

Jeffrey Auxer Designs was unable attend. Above right, outgoing Berlin President Cindi Krempel is 

pictured providing an annual overview. At left, David Fitzgerald of the Berlin Fire Company was hon-

ored for his service and dedication to the chamber during the last calendar year. Fitzgerald is the 

incoming president and volunteered many hours with new Executive Director Rebecca Patrowicz.

Saturday, February 1, 2025 
8:00 am - until

We are Following CDC Guidelines  
for Everyone’s Health & Safety.

Bloody 
Marys 
$6.00

Sausage & Egg 
Sandwiches 

$6.00

NEW THIS YEAR! You Can Order Online 
BerlinLionsClub.com

or Call to Order 410-641-1064 or 
email berlinmdlionsclub@gmail.com  

Sponsored by: Berlin Lions Club 
Every purchase supports our local charity initiatives. Make a difference in our community! 

BERLIN LIONS CLUB 
presents 

Annual 

SAUSAGE SALE! 

• Hot & Mild Sausage: $6/LB 
• Pork Ribs: $4/LB 

• Pork Loin: $4.50/LB 

9039 Worcester Hwy 
Rt 113, Berlin 
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Beach to Bay Heritage gets grant

(Jan. 23, 2025) Seven groups 
throughout Maryland’s lower shore, 
including Beach to Bay Heritage 
Area, received thousands of dollars in 
funding via the Maryland Humani-
ties’ Marilyn Hatza Memorial SHINE 
(Strengthening the Humanities In-
vestment in Nonprofits for Equity) 
grant program.  

According to a press release issued 
by Beach to Bay Heritage Area Exec-
utive Director Lisa Challenger, the 
Maryland Humanities, a nonprofit 
dedicated to learning and promoting 
dialogue about Marylander heritage, 
culture, and future, awarded $70,000 
to Maryland’s lower shore, distrib-
uted evenly between seven groups. 
Each organization received $10,000.  

The Marilyn Hatza Memorial 
SHINE program provided the general 
operating support grants to 90 non-
profits throughout Maryland. The 
funds are to be used for humanities 
programming.  

“The humanities explore the 
human experience and help us think 
about who we are — our ideas, histo-
ries, and values — and how we relate 
to each other. It is through the hu-
manities that we improve our under-
standing of one another, and this, we 
believe, will help build healthy and 
equitable communities,” the Mary-
land Humanities website says.  

The groups on the lower shore to 
receive the award include the Berlin 
Heritage Foundation, Buffalo Soldier 
Living History Site, Epoch Dream 
Center, Furnace Town, Lower Shore 
Cemetery Preservation Organization, 
Westside Historical Society, and 

Beach to Bay Heritage Area.  
Through this award’s funding, the 

Beach to Bay Heritage Area plans to 
continue its mission of safeguarding 
the lower shore’s history. Last year, 
for instance, Beach to Bay Heritage 
Area received a grant to develop 
African American products, including 
12 interpretive signs across Somerset, 
Wicomico, and Worcester counties. 

Of those markings, Worcester 
County Public Works assisted in the 
installation at the Germantown 
School Community Heritage Center 
and the New Bethel United 
Methodist Church in Berlin. The 
postings give a concise history of the 
importance of the sites. The structure 
located at the Germantown School 
details the facility’s past, as the struc-
ture was built at a time during segre-
gation. 

The school closed in the 1950s and 
was later converted into a truck and 

storage garage. In the late 1990s, 
community members raised money 
to restore the structure, intending to 
preserve its history. Renovation was 
completed in 2013, and now, the 
building serves as a museum and 
community gathering place.  

According to the Marilyn Hatza 
Memorial SHINE grant program 
guidelines, the award prioritizes or-
ganizations that center diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion, serve audiences 
underserved by the humanities, like 
veterans, rural populations, BIPOC 
(Black, Indigenous, and People of 
Color), and low-income individuals, 
like Beach to Bay Heritage Area.  

“The Beach to Bay Heritage Area is 
one of 13 Maryland-certified heritage 
areas whose mission is to promote, 
preserve, and protect the cultural 
heritage, historical linkages, and nat-
ural assets of the lower eastern 
shore,” Challenger said.

Local nonprofits score 
funds through Maryland 
Humanities SHINE program
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Pictured, from left, are Beach to Bay Heritage Area Program Manager Andre Nieto Jaime and Ex-

ecutive Director Lisa Challenger and Board member Ivy Wells.

School system’s 
records hit with 
cyber incident

(Jan. 23, 2025) Worcester County’s 
public school system was one of some 
60,000 schools around the world 
caught up in a Dec. 28 cyberattack on a 
company that stores and manages in-
formation on students and their fami-
lies. 

Power School, a California data 
management company, informed its 
clients on Jan. 7 that information 
stored in its system, including student 
health records, social security numbers 
and parent-supplied data, might have 
been breached by criminal actors. 

The extent of that incursion is 
presently unknown, although school 
Superintendent Lou Taylor said in a 
Jan. 10 letter to parents that Power 
School acknowledged “that ... accessed 
data includes staff, parent, and student 
contact information and some person-
ally identifiable information, such as 
social security numbers and medical 
information.” 

Taylor wrote that Power School re-
ported it had contained the breach and 
that there is no threat to staff, students 
or parents. 

“PowerSchool has assured WCPS 
that it will provide more information 
and resources, including the availability 
of credit monitoring or identity protec-
tion services for impacted individuals, 
as it becomes available, Taylor said in 
his letter.  

“PowerSchool has made a commit-
ment to conduct a thorough notifica-
tion process to all impacted individuals. 
WCPS intends to hold PowerSchool to 
its commitments,” he added. “It is our 
intention to openly communicate with 
and support our students, staff, and 
their families to the best of our ability 
throughout this process and to closely 
monitor PowerSchool’s legal obliga-
tions to safeguard against and manage 
cybersecurity data breaches.  

Taylor assured parents Power 
School informed Taylor and his coun-
terparts around the world that the at-
tack was on the company itself and not 
its customers. 

The company also said there was 
nothing local school systems could 
have done to prevent the prevent the 
breach. 

Although Power School may not be 
a familiar name to people outside the 
field of education, it provides informa-
tion management services to 18,000 
school systems in 18 countries, accord-
ing to its web site. 

As to how the attacker made their 
way into the stored data, Education 
Week reporter Caitlynn Peetz said they 
gained access by using compromised 
credentials — stolen identification — to 
enter an online portal the company 
maintains for the use of its customers. 
She said the company traced the ac-
count and deactivated it.

By Stewart Dobson 
Editor



(Jan. 23, 2025) Taking inspiration 
from a recent Supreme Court ruling, 
Worcester County officials say sleep-
ing on public property could go from 
a civil infraction to a criminal misde-
meanor, a move that specifically tar-
gets the homeless. 

“When the intersection happens 
between behavioral health issues and 
homelessness, and then criminality 
or victimization of others in that area, 
that’s where my office comes into 
play,” said Worcester County State’s 
Attorney Kristin Heiser. “It’s not our 
goal to prosecute the same person for 
the same type of low-level offense 
over and over again. We’d rather re-
solve the underlying problem.” 

Under the guidance of Heiser and 
county attorney Roscoe Leslie, 
Worcester County’s Board of Com-
missioners says it will work in the 
near term to pen a draft ordinance 
that revisits penalties for sleeping on 
land owned by the county. Any such 
bill would then be subject to a public 
hearing.  

Heiser said the goal of what she 
called an encampment ordinance is 
to provide a tool for law enforcement, 
“to make sure that the community is 
safe from the other effects these sort 
of individuals can have sometimes,” 
she told the commissioners at the 
meeting. 

The commissioners discussed the 
issue at length during a Jan. 14 meet-
ing with the input of several officials 
from the county’s social services 
agencies. 

The biggest issue when trying to 
help the homeless population – or 
asking them to move along, if disrup-
tive – is simply figuring out where to 
put them, said Sandy Kerrigan, who 
works on behavioral health programs 
with the county’s Health Department.  

She added how the West Ocean 
City nonprofit Diakonia, which has 
shelter space, “is great and wonderful 
– but it’s often full.” 

“Anytime we take somebody from 
an encampment or somebody hang-
ing out on the Boardwalk, they’re 
going somewhere else and they’re 
somebody else’s problem at that 
point,” Kerrigan told the commis-
sioners. “We can’t evict them from 
the county.  Where do we go? That’s 
where we get stuck. Because the peo-
ple we’re dealing with are very chron-

ically mentally ill individuals with 
mental health and substance use dis-
orders.  

Kerrigan also said this segment of 
the homeless population often cycles 
through police custody, jail time, hos-
pitalization, and public spaces. 

“It’s frustrating and I understand 
the reasoning behind where we are,” 
she said. “I wish there was a magic 
wand and an answer. I don’t know 
what it is. I don’t know that this will 
fix anything. 

Last year, between 19 and 31 peo-
ple were identified in a semi-annual 
survey as living in Worcester County 
without shelter, according to the 
county’s Department of Social Serv-
ices.  

Agency director Roberta Baldwin 
called them “chronic homeless indi-
viduals” – people facing some combi-
nation of behavioral and mental 
health issues, addiction, or other 
problems that keep them from hold-
ing down a job or a place to live.  

While some actively choose to re-
main unhoused, Baldwin said the 
county is plagued by too few shelter 
beds, a lack of transitional housing, 
and a need for an additional home-
less shelter.  

A limited housing supply and high 
rental prices also are contributing 
factors – though you can’t get into 
subsidized housing if you have cer-
tain criminal charges on your record, 
she said.  

“For someone who wants to get 
into housing or has a mental health 
issue and may be eligible for subsi-
dized housing, that prevents them 
from being able to access a lot of serv-
ices or programs that, if they didn’t 
have that conviction, they would be 
open to,” Baldwin said. 

It was the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
recent decision in the case of City of 
Grants Pass v. Johnson that inspired 
county officials to adopt similar tac-
tics when dealing with a homeless 
population.   

In Colorado, repeat offenders 
caught sleeping in Grants Pass public 
parks faced fines, a temporary park 
ban, and eventually jail time, accord-
ing to the court’s June 28 opinion. A 
class action case against the city 
claimed this violated their Eighth 
Amendment rights against cruel and 
unusual punishment.  

The Justices ultimately ruled that 
a municipality imposing criminal 
penalties for acts like sleeping in pub-
lic is not unconstitutional.  

When advised Nov. 19 of the high 
court’s decision by solicitor Roscoe 
Leslie, the commissioners expressed 

interest in developing their own anti-
encampment criminal ordinance – 
even though one already exists.  

Since 1987, it’s been a civil infrac-
tion in Worcester County to camp on, 
tent on, sleep on, or inhabit any 
county-owned property, including 
parks or roadways. Revamping that 
penalty as a crime is now on the table.  

“It’s really up to the commission-
ers to give us a direction on what 
you’d like to see,” Leslie said at last 
week’s meeting, calling the conversa-
tion “just a discussion starting point.”  

Heiser added she’s looking to 
model existing legislation from San 
Diego, California, that targets the 
problem. Hearing that, Commis-
sioner Jim Bunting (District 6, Bish-
opville) responded by saying, “I can’t 
think of a worse state for its homeless 
and taking over.” 

“We got to decide whether we 
want one that looked like California 
or Worcester County. And I think we 
do need to stiffen our laws criminally 
or whatever it takes to get this under 
control,” he said.  

District 3 Commissioner Eric Fiori 
said he’s heard increasingly from his 
constituents that homelessness is an 
escalating problem in the West Ocean 
City area, especially in more rural 
pockets. 

“We’re trying to come up with a so-
lution,” he said, “to make sure that 
we’re doing everything at the county 
level that we can possibly do as far as 
helping these folks. But the ones that 
choose not to have help, or choose to 
cause problems within the commu-
nity, we need to have some tools 
within government to try to get them 
the help they need.”
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Officials weighing ordinance for homeless

By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

County will explore tougher 
penalties for those found  
sleeping on public property 

fill
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PHOTO COURTESY BERLIN FIRE COMPANY 

NO INJURIES REPORTED IN CRASH 
On Wednesday, Jan. 15, first responders were dispatched to Trappe Road outside Berlin for a reported collision caused by icy conditions. The vehicle’s occupants sustained minor injuries. The road was 

closed for several hours as crews worked to replace a downed pole and apply salt to the road. 

Diakonia eyes new funding  
through tax credit program

(Jan. 23, 2025) The nonprofit 
agency Diakonia expects a $50,000 
funding boost this year for its new 
West Ocean City headquarters from a 
state program that aims to attract 
donors to nonprofit projects. 

Maryland’s Department of Hous-
ing and Community Development 
(DHCD) selected Diakonia to partic-
ipate in its fiscal 2025 Community 
Investment Tax Credit program. Peo-
ple and businesses who donate at 
least $500 to a nonprofit get a tax 
credit in the amount of their gift. The 
recipient then gets back twice that 
amount as an award, which must go 
toward a specific project. 

It means Diakonia is slated for a 
$50,000 award if they can secure 
$25,000 in tax credits for this fund-
ing round. The award specifically 
funds Diakonia’s long-planned cam-
pus project along Route 611 south of 
the Decatur Diner, part of a $4.1 mil-
lion project, according to executive 
director Ken Argot. 

“It’ll be a veteran’s center with ad-
ministrative offices, case manage-
ment, as well as a larger thrift story. 
We’re currently renting space for the 
administrative offices and thrift store 

right now,” he said. 
This first phase of their campus 

project would include affordable 
rental units and a living facility where 
they can move people from emer-
gency shelters to temporary housing. 
Residents could then get adjusted to 
paying a monthly rent, and then onto 
independent living, Argot said.  

A new facility would provide more 
room to serve shelter clients and a 
much larger space to accommodate 
food donations. They’ll save money, 
too, by not having to rent office space, 
Argot said. 

More revenue could come from 
a larger store in the new location. 
Argot said about 10 percent of Diako-
nia’s income is raised through its 
thrift store. 

“Our hope is with the expansion of 
the thrift store, we can move that to 
25 percent,” he said. “The more we 
can get through a service industry 
like the thrift store, the less we have 
to beg for money. It’ll allow us to pro-
vide more operational money for the 
program that we serve.” 

Founded in 1972, Diakonia now 
runs a shelter on Old Bridge Road in 
West Ocean City and has a separate 
thrift store and office space nearby on 

By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

See DIAKONIA Page 13



Route 611.  
Land for the project was gifted by 

West Ocean City-based Blue Water 
Development. The real estate devel-
opment and hospitality business do-
nated $150,000 to Diakonia in 2021 
to pay off the loan on the property, 
which they bought in 2018. “At that 
point it became ours to start building, 
this project that we’ve been talking 
about forever,” Argot said. “ 

Diakonia also participated in the 
same tax credit incentive program 
last year, and raised $50,000 from 
that campaign. Argot said Diakonia 
still has another $400,000 in precon-
struction cost to raise for this phase 
of the project, which they hope to 
complete in the next two years. 

Argot, who joined Diakonia in 
2022 after 15 years with the Salvation 
Army, also said they still need to se-
cure additional wastewater capacity 
for the second phase of the project, 
which has no timetable yet. 

For this round of awards, which 
has a 24-month window, the state 
will give $1.75 million in statewide 
tax credits for nonprofits involved in 
community and economic revitaliza-
tion activities.  

To date, the program has lever-
aged nearly $27 million in charitable 
contributions to approximately 700 
projects in Maryland, according to 

DHCD. 
The program helps nonprofit or-

ganizations to “build connections 
with the communities they serve on 
an everyday basis,” said DHCD Sec-
retary Jake Day in a 
statement. “This tax credit encour-
ages residents and business owners 
to directly invest with local nonprofit 
partners to improve the places where 
they live and work.”  

Anyone who wishes to participate 
in the Community Investment Tax 
Credit program with a donation to 
Diakonia may contact Ken Argot at 
410-213-0923 for the paperwork. 
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Diakonia hopeful about project
Continued from Page 12
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RE-ELECTED BOARD MEMBERS SWORN IN 
At this week’s meeting, recently re-elected members of the Worcester County Board of Education were administered the oath of office for their next terms. Pictured with Clerk of Court Susan Braniecki 

are Board members Donald C. Smack, Sr., Elena McComas and Jon Andes. At this week’s meeting, Board President Todd Ferrante was nominated and motioned to remain as president for the next two 

years. Board member Bill Buchanan was also motioned to remain as vice president.

Complete Diagnostics and Programming • Custom Exhaust • Major or Minor Repairs 
ASE-Certified Technicians • Complete Auto Body Shop • 24-HouR Towing

RacetrackOC.com 

JOIN OUR VIP CLUB

SpECIAl DISCOUntS 
for VIp Members 

JOIn tODAY!

EVERY 6TH OIL CHANGE

FREE
$9999

Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 1/31/25

MD. STATE 
INSPECTION 
Most VehiclesReg. $10900

FREE
With Purchase of Oil, Lube & Filter 
for life of tires when purchased at Racetrack Auto

Includes 10W30 or 5w30, Up to 5 Quarts of Oil, other weights 
available at extra charge. Diesel Oil & Filter extra.  

All coupons must be presented before estimate. Cannot combine coupons. 
Exp. 1/31/25

“The Place That Does It All”

TRAILERS,  
TRAILER HITCHES,  
PARTS & REPAIRS

Need Automotive, Body or Marine Repair? Visit One of our 3 Locations

RENTAL CARS 
AVAILABLE 

TIRE  
ROTATION

$10 OFF 
Cannot be combined with other discounts. Exp. 1/31/25PREMIUM 

TIRES  
COME SEE THE EXPERTS!

RACETRACK AUTO & TIRE CENTER 
10436 Racetrack Road, Berlin 

410-641-5262  
RACETRACK MARINE & BOAT SALES 

10438 Racetrack Road, Berlin 
410-641-5204  

RACETRACK AUTO & BODY SHOP 
10834 Ocean Gateway, Berlin 

410-641-3200

COOLANT 
FLUSH

AUTO DETAILING 
AVAILABLE

Sasha’s Jewels, LLC
Our Shop Is Now Open!

Jewelry
BUY• SELL
TRADE
Why consign? 
Immediate payment 
for your items.

Small Furniture, Clothing
Antiques And More!

Madeleine Sasha
Gemologist

(302) 296-6909 - Call or Text
202 Gumboro Rd, Selbyville, DE

Open By Appointment or Chance
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(Jan. 23, 2025) Public 
comments are now being re-
ceived on the final draft of a 
comprehensive master plan 
for the coastal bays water-
shed. 

The Maryland Coastal 
Bays Program (MCBP), along 
with all National Estuary 
Programs, is required by the 
EPA to develop and imple-
ment a 10-year Comprehen-
sive Conservation & 
Management Plan (CCMP) 
as the roadmap for success 

for the program and its part-
ners. EPA requires the CCMP 
to be revised every 10 years to 
reflect changing conditions, 
challenges, and opportuni-
ties. 

After two years of effort, 
thanks to the input from 
MCBP staff, collaborative 
partners and stakeholders, 
and the public, the final draft 
of the revised Comprehen-
sive Conservation & Manage-
ment Plan (CCMP) is 
available for public review 
and comment. 

The draft plan can be 
found   on their website 
(https://mdcoastalbays.org/
ccmp-draft-review/) It can be 

reviewed on the website or 
download it to your com-
puter. 

Interested members of the 
public are being asked to re-
view the draft document and 
provide individual comments 
- both general and specific - 
to the program no later than 
Friday, Feb. 28. Specific 
comments should reference 
the page number, section and 
specific location in the text 
that is being addressed when 
providing feedback. 

All comments should be 
sent as a Word attachment 
(preferred) or in the body of 
an email to Steve Farr at 
sfarr@mdcoastalbays.org.

Feedback sought on final bays draft
10-year update now 
available for review, 
public comments

(Jan. 23, 2025) Despite 
the ongoing winter weather 
in Ocean Pines, the commu-
nity’s aquatics advisory com-
mittee continues to meet, 
brainstorming ways to im-
prove the neighborhood’s five 
pools when the sun starts to 
heat up.  

The group met on Thurs-
day, Jan. 16, where Gary 
Miller, the committee’s chair, 
reiterated priorities and ini-
tiatives the body is looking at 
this season. For instance, the 
steps at the Mumford’s Land-
ing and Yacht Club pools con-
tinue to be a slipping hazard.  

Miller said that last year, 
his team suggested that the 
association leaders replace 
the metal ladders with less 
slick plastic or install non-slip 
tape. He maintained that pool 
personnel did take a ladder 
out, dried it off, put the tape 
on it, and put it back in the 
pool. Further work is re-
quired to ensure the material 
works properly.  

“Apparently, there needs 
to be a curing plan for the 
tape, so we were told that that 
would be done over the win-
ter,” Miller said.  

The chair added that he in-

tends to follow up with the 
aquatic advisory team’s board 
liaison, OPA Board of Direc-
tors Vice President Rick Farr, 
to ensure that the task is on 
track for completion.   

Miller also pointed to an 
ongoing issue at the Beach 
Club: non-pool members 
using the restrooms. Bath-
room attendants and cameras 
have been implemented to 
remedy the problem, but the 
chair said that “none of that 
was working well.” A swipe 
card was tossed out as a sug-
gestion for restroom entry 
and providing access to the 
pool to mitigate lines.  

Committee members 
mentioned that a physical 
card would not be needed. 
Residents could instead use 
the QR code they are given 
when purchasing their aquat-
ics membership.  

“We will work on that as 
an additional suggestion [to 
the board],” Miller said.  

The committee chair again 
raised the possibility of hold-
ing an evening class at Mum-
ford’s Landing Pool despite 
the association’s denial. 
Miller noted that before the 
COVID-19 pandemic, an aer-
obics class was held at 6 p.m. 
at Mumford’s Landing, with 
an additional charge for par-
ticipants to cover the cost of 
having a lifeguard on site.  

Miller said that his group 
suggested bringing the after-

hours activity back but did 
not get much feedback from 
the board and staff, other 
than that OPA Aquatics Di-
rector Michelle Hitchens 
would not support the idea 
and that there were concerns 
regarding the cost.  

The chair emphasized that 
the previous program gar-
nered much interest and that 
the “fees more than paid for 
the lifeguard and instructor.” 
He added that he believes the 
community should offer the 
class anyway, and if there is 
not enough response, cancel 
it before it incurs an expendi-
ture for the community.  

Others on the committee 
pointed out that people often-
times opt to drop into these 
types of sessions rather than 
purchase the package be-
cause they are not sure they 
can make it to every single 
one. Instead, an analysis 
should be taken of the per-
centage of guests who are 
dropping in or signing up 
over a period of time, and that 
should be factored into eval-
uating the feasibility of the 
class.   

Miller also said he would 
ask the board liaison if there 
is any data on the Mumford’s 
Landing class’s profitability 
before the pandemic. 

The OPA Aquatics Advi-
sory Committee is scheduled 
to meet again on Thursday, 
Feb. 13. 

Aquatics group planning for summer
Committee meets to 
review off-season 
priorities for pools
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

When President Trump’s executive orders came out yes-
terday, Ocean City and Worcester County officials, as well as 
parties on both sides of the offshore wind energy argument, 
asked, “What does this mean?” 

That’s about all anyone would conclude judging from the 
official responses from Ocean City and Worcester County 
governments on how the Wind Energy executive order might 
affect plans by US Wind to erect up to 114 wind turbines off 
Maryland’s coast. 

US Wind, which has almost everything it needs to begin 
construction, was equally guarded in its reply to similar in-
quiries. 

The order says: “I hereby withdraw from disposition for 
wind energy leasing all areas within the Offshore Continental 
shelf (OCS) as defined in section 2 of the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands act, 43 U.S.C. 1331. This withdrawal shall go into 
effect beginning on January 21, 2025, and shall remain in ef-
fect until this Presidential Memorandum is revoked. 

“Nothing in this withdrawal affects rights under existing 
leases in the withdrawn areas. With respect to such existing 
leases, the Secretary of the Interior, in consultation with the 
Attorney General as needed, shall conduct a comprehensive 
review of the ecological, economic, and environmental ne-
cessity of terminating or amending any existing wind energy 
leases, identifying any legal bases for such removal, and sub-
mit a report with recommendations to the President, through 
the Assistant to the President for Economic Policy.” 

The order seems to be clear, but at the same time it is non-
specific and subject to interpretation. 

US Wind has its leases and so would not be affected by the 
end to all leasing. But its status, along with its permits and 
approvals, are subject to review. That leaves room to argue 
that the possibility does exist that the Maryland projects 
could be shut down if a federal review of the permissions US 
Wind has received turned up some legal justification for hit-
ting the off switch. 

That circumstance leaves the public in pretty much the 
same place that local governments and US Wind have found 
themselves: cautiously waiting to see what it all means and 
whether anything will happen here. 

Wind: cloudy picture
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Library branch opens 
new artwork exhibits

(Jan. 23, 2025) Artwork by two Worcester County Arts 
Council creators is now featured at the Berlin Library.  

Patrons can view the pieces for free at the facility’s sec-
ond-floor exhibit until March 11. The items are also available 
for purchase.  

Virginia Eastern Shore-based artist Margaret Bradach’s 
work featured at the library includes acrylics, watercolors, 
and inks, while pieces by Richard Husband, a Pocomoke City 
resident, focus on oils, watercolors, and graphite drawings.  

“Art is a communal thing,” Bradach said. “It brings people 
together in a format that allows for sharing ideas and expe-
riences.  Over the years, I have interacted with viewers of my 
art, a dialogue of many subjects that my works of art insti-
gated.”  

Bradach’s work, viewable at the Berlin exhibit, boasts im-
ages of a “whimsical” carousel, animals, a local general store, 
an abstract, and two moon paintings, which she said are her 
favorites in the gallery collection. The artist said that she dab-
bles in an array of mediums, focusing on those best suited to 
capture a painting’s subject rather than sticking to a few spe-
cialties. Her pieces at the library primarily include acrylic and 
watercolor works.  

The painter said she ventured into the art scene following 
her retirement in Gargatha, Virginia, in 2007. During her ca-
reer, Bradach acted as a teacher and social worker in New 
Jersey, and she completed her working life as a paralegal, all 
the while exposing herself to different artistic mediums. The 
Virginia resident said she was able to make creation her main 
focus once she settled into her post-career years.  

Bradach maintained that she is “mostly self-taught,” hav-

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See BERLIN Page 17

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

BERLIN MAIN STREET DONATION 
The Ocean City-Berlin Rotary Club recently made a donation to Berlin Main Street. The club sponsored The Merry Mar-

ketplace during the holidays. Pictured, from left, are Cliff Berg, club co-chair Merry Marketplace; Ivy Wells, economic 

and community development director for Berlin; and Margaret Mudron, club co-chair Merry Marketplace. The club meets 

the first and third Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. at Don’s Seafood, Ocean Pines South Gate.
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“The Place That Does It All”

WE PAY CA$H!
For Like New & Used Cars & Trucks

RACETRACK AUTO SALES 

410-352-5070

NEW TRAILERS FOR SALE 
MAINE TAGS AVAILABLE

PREVIOUSLY OWNED 
VEHICLES for SALE

MD STATE 
INSPECTED

• ‘15 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 
• ‘17 HONDA CRV LX 
• ‘10 HONDA CRV 
• ‘15 SUBARU FORESTER

2014 HOMESTEADER TRAILER $2,500

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 • 410-352-5070 
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

BEER • WINE 
LOTTERY 

PROPANE REFILLS

SMITH’S 
MARKET

TAG & TITLE 
SERVICE

No Wait  •  Walk-In 
No Appointment Necessary 

 Mon-Sat 8am - 4:45pm

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

HARD – 2

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles
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ing attended workshops, read books, 
and joined art groups to hone her 
skills and expand her knowledge of 
artistic methods and techniques. 
Much of her inspiration comes from 
the scenery of the Eastern Shore.  

“The environment on the Shore is 
so beautiful, I take my inspiration 
from it,” she said. “The skies espe-
cially are dynamic, ever-changing, 
and so full of color. They motivate me 
to capture the soul of the Shore.”  

According to the WCAC website, 
Bradach’s paintings have been juried 
into shows in Virginia and Maryland. 
She has also been painting, making 
jewelry, and sculpting for about 15 
years.  

“When someone stops to look at 
my work, I have connected with an-
other human,” Bradach said. “That 
connection is what means the most to 
me … Art is a language I understand, 
and it is well spoken on the shore.”  

Work by Husband is also viewable 
at the Berlin Library exhibit.  

Husband grew up in Oklahoma, 
moved around a bit, and settled in 
Colorado for 30 years before coming 
to Pocomoke City in 2015. During his 
career, the artist worked in informa-
tion technology as a computer opera-
tor, programmer, and database 
designer. Husband said that he was 
first exposed to art as a child.  

“Like so many others, I loved to 
draw as a kid,” he said. “My Dad 
would draw planes for us, and I would 
be mesmerized. To see something real 
created with just a pencil was magic. 
Of course, I forgot all about that until 
I retired a few years ago. Then it be-
came important for me to try to de-
velop as an artist or regret that I never 
tried.”  

Husband said much of his work in-
cludes drawings and sometimes 
paintings of his most admired actors 
and musicians. He is currently work-
ing on a drawing of singer-songwriter 
and actor Kris Kristofferson. The 
artist added that he likes to focus on 
graphite as his primary medium; 
however, most of his Berlin Library 
exhibit pieces are oil paintings with 
themes of vehicles and still life.  

“I hope the people who look at my 
art will see ordinary objects as objects 
of art,” Husband said.  

The creations will remain in the 
gallery until March 11. The collections 
can be visited during the Berlin Li-
brary’s business hours: from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Thursdays, from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Wednesdays, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Fridays, and from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Saturdays.  

Besides the library exhibit, local 
artwork is viewable at WCAC’s 
gallery, located at 6 Jefferson Street. 
The facility is open on Tuesdays 
through Sundays from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m.

Berlin’s library 
hangs new work
Continued from Page 15

Obituaries
RUTH MARILYN DUVALL 

Ocean Pines 
Ruth Marilyn Duvall, age 92, 

passed away on Saturday, Jan. 18, 
2025, at The Macky and Pam Stansell 

House in Ocean Pines.  
Born in Wilkes-

Barre, PA, she was the 
daughter of the late 
William Lewis Craig 
and Helen Ruth 
(Samuel) Craig.  

Ruth was a quick-
witted, kind-hearted 
woman who fiercely 

loved her family. Her smile, warmth 
and positivity were infectious. A grad-
uate of Anacostia High School, she 
spent nine years working in Washing-
ton, DC, before dedicating herself fully 
to her family—a role she embraced 
with grace and devotion.  

Ruth and her husband, Ed, were 
the heart and soul of their family. A 
true social butterfly, she treasured her 
time on 36th Street, surrounded by 
her beloved husband, family, and life-
long friends.  Her sharp wit and end-
less love will remain in the hearts of all 
who knew her. 

She is survived by two daughters, 
Vicki Verbich (Ted), and Nola Duvall 
(Jack), three grandchildren, Lauren 
Martin (Josh), Teddy Verbich, and 
Jack Gibson-Duvall, and two great-
grandchildren, Isaac Martin, and Zoey 

Martin.  
In addition to her parents, she was 

preceded in death by her husband, 
Edgar A. Duvall, and a brother, 
William Craig, Jr.  

A funeral service will be held on 
Friday, Jan. 24, 2025, at 10 a.m. at the 
Burbage Funeral Home in Berlin, with 
a viewing one hour prior. Interment 
will follow at the Eastern Shore Veter-
ans Cemetery in Hurlock.  

Letters of condolence can be sent to 
the family via www.burbagefuneral-
home.com. Arrangements are in the 
care of The Burbage Funeral Home.  

 
ELLEN HENDERSON WENTZEL 

Ocean Pines 
Ellen Henderson Wentzel, 88, of 

Ocean Pines, passed away on Dec. 25, 
2024.  

She is survived by her two children, 
Deborah Harriet Wentzel and Howard 
Thomas Wentzel Jr, and her two 
grandchildren, Emily Wentzel and 
Ryder Wentzel.  

Originally from Pocomoke, Ellen 
received her RN at a young age and 
began working as a nurse in Arlington, 
Pa. where she met her husband, 
Howard Thomas Wentzel.  

They moved to Huntington Beach, 
Calif. to raise their children before 
moving back to Maryland 38 years 
later.  

While living in California, Ellen re-

ceived a Bachelor’s de-
gree and eventually 
became a nurse ad-
ministrator. She loved 
sewing, knitting, and 
quilting and was a 
longtime member of 
Quilters by the Sea. 
Ellen was a beacon of 

happiness, hope, and positivity. She 
inspired others to live their lives with 
care and cheer.  

Ellen will be dearly missed by her 
family and all the friends she made 
throughout her life. 

 
LORRAINE CROUSE 

Ocean City 
With heavy heart we announce the 

passing of Lorraine Crouse, 87, on 
Jan. 13, 2025.  

She was loved by 
her family and friends 
and will be remem-
bered for her love and 
passion for cooking 
and patronizing her 
favorite restaurants.  

She is survived by 
her husband, David 

Crouse; three daughters, Sharon Fris-
bee, Karen McMillan and Nicole El-
liott; five grandchildren; her three 
brothers; and a sister. 

A celebration of life will be planned 
in the spring.  

Ruth Duvall

Ellen Wentzel

Lorraine Crouse

$1,595.
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Snapshots
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WORCESTER GRADUATES 
Thirty-six jail and correctional officers from Wicomico, Worcester, Somerset, Dorchester, Caroline 
and Talbot counties graduated in the 119th entrance-level class of the Eastern Shore Criminal Jus-
tice Academy (ESCJA) operated by Wor-Wic Community College in Salisbury. Graduation exercises, 
which were held in Guerrieri Hall on the college campus, featured a commencement address by 
Monika Brittingham, assistant warden at the Eastern Correctional Institution (ECI). Above, Worces-
ter County officers, from left, were Damien Ward and Tyler Hunter of the Worcester County Jail and 
Detention Center, and Anna Hoffnagle and Jessica Lagas of the Ocean City Police Department.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

NEW ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
At its Dec. 15 annual meeting, the South Point Association elected its officers for 2025. Pictured 
front, from left, are Diane Steiner, secretary; Rick Martelo, director; and Bob Rubenstein, vice pres-
ident. Pictured back, from left, Eric Fiori, county commissioner vice president; Alex French, director; 
Michael LeCompte, president; and Brian Julian, treasurer.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

ANGLER OF YEAR 
Secretary John McFalls, left, presented the Atlantic Coast Sportfishing Association (ACSA) Angler 
of the Year Award for 2024 to Brian Reynolds, who caught the biggest fish of most local species in 
both the ocean and bay.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

SPECIAL OFFERING 
Buckingham Presbyterian Church recently held a special offering to collect money for supplies and 
postage for Dress Ministry. Dress Ministry volunteers support the needy in the United States and 
abroad. The ministry is led by Director Barbara Entwistle. Pictured are Kelly and Steve Smith, 
Guatemala missionaries, who are aided by Dress Ministry donations. Pastor Mark Piedmonte assists 
with the effort.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

CLUB LEARNS ABOUT SNAKES 
Ocean Pines resident Russell Lederman, known to some as the Snake Whisperer or Snake Wrangler, 
gave an interesting and informative presentation about local snakes to the Kiwanis Club of Ocean 
Pines-Ocean City. Russell often captures and relocates snakes, but not further than three to five 
miles from where they are caught. Lederman, left, is pictured with Kiwanis Club of Ocean Pines-
Ocean City President Tom Southwell.

CRAFTER OF MONTH 
The Pine’eer Craft Club announced 
Janet Payot as its January Crafter of 
the Month. Payot, a longtime crafter, 
began working with fabric and yarn at 
age 9 when her mother helped her 
make her first skirt. Over the years, 
she developed a passion for counted 
cross-stitch, quilting, and knitting, 
which she describes as a comforting 
craft. A 23-year resident of Ocean 
Pines, she recently relocated to 
Berlin. Payot joined the Pine’eer Craft 
Club after her sister, also a member, 
encouraged her to showcase her cre-
ations at the Artisan Gift Shop. Her 
creations can be found at the 
Pine’eer Craft Club’s Artisan Gift 
Shop, located in White Horse Park in 
Ocean Pines. The shop is open Satur-
days from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sun-
days from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
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Thurs., Jan. 23 
STORY TIME: LITTLE CRITTER 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Songs, stories and crafts. For ages 0-5 
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

PLAY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a variety of activities and 
toys. Play and socialize with other fami-
lies. For ages 0-5 years. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

WINTER WONDERLAND STEAM 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1 p.m. Bring 
our creativity and craftiness and join for 
an afternoon of ice-tastic fun. For ages 
6-11 years. 410-208-4014, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

Fri., Jan. 24 
MAHJONG CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing 
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own 
tile set. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

MINDFULNESS FOR THE NEW YEAR 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 11 a.m. Using 
Mindfulness and Gestalt techniques, 
join psychotherapist, Bevin Jones, in ex-
ploring and embracing the different 
parts of self. 410-957-0878, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

ARTSY HOMESCHOOLERS 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 11 a.m. 
Every 4th Friday, come to Snow Hill 
Brach for an art project that includes 
everything from painting, writing, craft-
ing and more. For ages 6-18 years. 410-
632-3495, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

SWITCH PLAY 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1 p.m. Play 
with friends or against them in games like 
Mario Wonder, Smash Brothers, Mario 
Party and Mario Kart. For ages 6-18 years. 
410-208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

INAUGURATION OF THE ROMANIAN  
LIBRARY CORNER - OCEAN CITY LIBRARY 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 3-4 p.m. 
More than 160 titles, the collection prima-
rily includes books in Romanian, along 
with several bilingual editions. Light re-
freshments. Registration encouraged: 
https://forms.gle/uVgJPysP3EJinviE9. 

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO 
Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901 
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s 
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo 
starts at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available 
before bingo and at intermission. 410-
524-7994 

Sat., Jan. 25 
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BREAKFAST BUFFET 
Whaleysville United Methodist, 11716 
Sheppards Crossing Road, 7-10 a.m. 
Buffet will include pancakes, bacon, 
sausage, scrapple, scrambled eggs, 
chipped beef, hash brown potatoes, 
toast, fruit and assorted beverages. Cost 
is $10 for adults and $5 for children. 

SQUISHMALLOW ART 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. 
Choose your favorite squishmallow col-
oring sheet, trace it on a canvas and 
paint it. For ages 6-11 years. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 
Ocean Parkway, 9 a.m. to noon. Shop for 
everything from fresh local produce to 
unique handmade artisan goods. Open 
to the public. 

Sun., Jan. 26 
BERLIN FLEA MARKET 
Sundays - Uptown Emporium Parking 
Lot, 13 S. Main St., Berlin, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Vendor opportunities available. 
Julie, 410-726-9012; Bill, 410-629-9656 

SEWING FOR A CAUSE 
Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian 
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30 
a.m. to noon. Learn how to sew while 
making a difference. 410-641-0234 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10 
a.m. www.jw.org 

Mon., Jan. 27 
26TH ANNUAL OCEAN CITY BLOOD BANK 
DRIVE 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Appointments are encour-
aged, but walk-ins are welcome. 888-
825-6638, 
https://donate.bbd.org/donor/umc/vie
w/2025_ocean_city_blood_drive. 

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY REGULAR MEETING 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., a.m.-noon. So-

cial time begins at 9:30 a.m. Bring your 
own beverage. Baked goods provided. 
Cindy Dillon, Lower Eastern Shore 
Sierra Club, will discuss their work on 
environmental issues affecting our area. 

STORY TIME: 5 SENSES 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For ages 
0-5 years. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

FIBER ARTS 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 2 p.m. Bring 
your own fiber art project (crochet, knit-
ting, etc.) and join in for a casual meet 
up to work on projects. 410-957-0878, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
John H. “Jack” Burbage, Jr. Regional 
Cancer Care Center, 9707 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin, 3-4 p.m. Those newly di-
agnosed, in treatment or in remission 
are welcomed. Friends and family mem-
bers are encouraged to participate. 410-
641-2626 

MAGIC MONDAY 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5 p.m. 
Magic the Gathering meet-up, fourth 
Monday of each month. Teens and 
adults only. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BRIDGE 
Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center, 
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30 
p.m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 
p.m. All ladies who love to sing invited. 
Mary, 410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-
7062. 

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
Mondays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100 

Tues., Jan. 28 
26TH ANNUAL OCEAN CITY BLOOD BANK 
DRIVE 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Appointments are encour-
aged, but walk-ins are welcome. 888-
825-6638, 
https://donate.bbd.org/donor/umc/vie
w/2025_ocean_city_blood_drive. 

STORY TIME: DINOSAUR STOMP 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 10:30 a.m. 

Crafts, songs and stories. For ages 0-5 
years. 410-957-0878, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

SENSORY STORY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. 
Stories, songs and fingerplays. For ages 
0-5 years. 410-641-0650, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

OC KNITTING GROUP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet? 
Bring whatever project you happen to be 
working on. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

WINTER BIRDING 101 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m. 
Jim Rapp from Delmarva Birding talks 
about our feathered friends during the 
cold season. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

ARTSCAPE 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 6 p.m. A casual 
meetup for artists of all levels to share 
techniques and explore different medi-
ums. Basic painting and sketching sup-
plies available for use or bring your own 
supplies. 410-957-0878 

BEACH HEROES-OC 
Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up 
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round. 
Trash bags, grippers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach 
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7 
p.m. www.jw.org 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health 
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive, 
Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly 
support and education group promoting 
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-
289-4725 

OC KNITTING CLUB 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m. 

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE 
Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and 
others interested in watching or learning 
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info: 
TangobytheBeach.com. 

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS 
Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th 

Continued on Page 20
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St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with 
optional light weights. 
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com 

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS 

GROUP 

Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
11021 Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m. 
Use the weight loss program/app/plan 
of your choice. Free and open to every-
one. 410-641-4882, 
www.htcanglican.org/activities. 

Wed., Jan. 29 
26TH ANNUAL OCEAN CITY BLOOD BANK 

DRIVE 

Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 8 
a.m.-2 p.m. Appointments are encour-
aged, but walk-ins are welcome. 888-
825-6638, 
https://donate.bbd.org/donor/umc/vie
w/2025_ocean_city_blood_drive. 

PLAY TIME 

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. Join 
in for imaginative play and social inter-
action. For ages 0-5 years. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

COOKING FOR BRAIN HEALTH 

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. 
Learn how to create a delicious and nu-
tritious dish using ingredients that pro-
mote brain health. Presented by the 
Worcester County Health Department. 
410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

THE ORIGINS OF CANDLEMAS 

Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 5:30 p.m. 
Also held via Zoom. Candlemas marks 
the return of the light, initiations and 
the midpoint between winter and spring. 
Registration required for zoom only: 
410-641-0650. 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

PAINT & SIP 

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 6-8 p.m. Cost is $27 
and includes wine and crackers. Regis-
ter: 410-641-7052. 

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING 

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. 
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Third Wednes-
day meetings are offsite and information 
can be found on the website and Face-
book. www.kiwanisofopoc.org. 

ONGOING EVENTS 
BUS TRIP - WASHINGTON CAPITALS VS. 

EDMONTON OILERS 

Capital One Arena in Washington, D.C., 
Feb. 23, game time is 1 p.m. Depart from 
the Ocean Pines Community Center at 

8:30 a.m. Cost is $135 and includes 
ticket, transportation and food package 
(unlimited beer and wine for the first 
two periods of the game). No glass or al-
cohol allowed on bus. Tickets: 410-641-
7052. 

BUS TRIP TO PHILADELPHIA FLOWER 

SHOW 

Takes place at the Philadelphia Conven-
tion Center on March 1. Depart from the 
Ocean Pines Community Center at 8:30 
a.m. Featuring a day of stunning floral 
gardens, unique plants and artistic dis-
plays. Enjoy shopping, live music, enter-
tainment and learning opportunities. 
Cost is $80 and includes transportation 
and show ticket. Reservations: 410-641-
7052. 

CREATIVITY CORNER 

Berlin library, 220 N. Main St., during 
January. Students engage in STEAM-re-
lated projects and crafts. For ages 12-18 
years. 410-641-0650 

I SPY LIBRARY SCAVENGER HUNT 

Pocomoke library, 301 Market St., dur-
ing January. Drop by to complete the I 
Spy Library game and enter for a chance 
to win a puzzle prize. For ages 6-18 
years. 410-957-0878 

SCAVENGER HUNT: SNOWMAN HUNT 

Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
during January. Find the snowmen in 
the children’s area to win a prize. For 
families. 410-208-4014 

TEENY ARTS 

Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington 
St., during January. A themed craft pro-
gram available in the teen section all 
month long. January’s Teeny Art is “Pop 
Art.” For ages 12-18 years. 410-632-
3495 

TEEN TIMESHARE 

Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
during January, 3 p.m. to close. Drop in 
and create a seasonal craft or study for a 
test in your own teen area. For ages 12-
18 years. 410-208-4014 

JANUARY INSPIRATION CHALLENGE 

Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington 
St., during January. Art, photography or 
poetry competition for all ages. Pieces 
will be displayed in the library for view-
ing and voting by age bracket. The 
theme is “Memories.” Due by Jan. 29. 
410-632-3495 

QUEEN OF HEARTS 

Weekly virtual drawings on Tuesdays at 
5:30 p.m. Winner receives 60 percent of 
jackpot. www.opvfd.com/queen-of-
hearts. Sponsored by the Ocean Pines 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

2025 KIWANIS LOTTERY TICKETS ON SALE 

On sale every Saturday morning at the 
Ocean Pines Farmers Market from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. One $20 ticket is good for 
all 365 drawings in 2025. Benefits the 
youth of the community. 

Continued from Page 19
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HVAC INSTALLER/SERVICE 
TECHNICIAN 

Local company based in 
Berlin. Starting at $25/hr. 
Salary dependent upon  

experience. PTO, paid major 
holidays and 401K benefits. 

443-944-1054 
Jessheinhvac@gmail.com 

NOW HIRING! 
PT Dental Hygienist 

for busy office in 
Ocean City, MD 

Please call 410-213-1032. 

SPEEDWORLD 
Small Engine Mechanic. 

Year-round.  
Wage starts at $15/hr & up 

based on experience.  
Benefits available. 
443-754-1047 

 

JOLLY ROGER 
FT POOL MAINTENANCE 

Inspecting & assessing  
condition of pool equipment, 

performing minor & major  
repairs, documenting all pool 

maintenance & repair  
activities for record keeping. 
Outdoor work, lifting heavy 
objects. Mechanical, basic 

pool pump & motors. CPO a 
plus/must be able to pass 

CPO test. Includes  
weekends and long hours. 
Wages start at $15/hr & up 

based on experience.  
Benefits available.  
410-289-4902  

Ask for Suzanne. 

 

RENTALS 

YR RENTAL 
Move-In Ready 
4BR, 3BA, W/D 

Horn Island Drive 
West Ocean City 

Call 410-449-1434. 

RENTAL 
2BR, 2BA CONDO 

w/Boat Slip 
DOWNTOWN OC 
Yearly or Seasonal 

(5/23/25-9/1/25) 
410-733-0748 

 

Seeking YR & Seasonal 
Rentals!  

Call Howard Martin Realty 
410-352-5555. 

 

 

COMMERCIAL 

2 Office/Retail Spaces  
available in West Ocean  

City. Approximately        
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.   

Call 443-497-4200 

Commercial Space  
for Lease.  

2-3 Units available, can be  
divided or joined. Approx. 

800-1000 sq. ft. ea.  
Busy major road in  

Town of Berlin.  
Call 443-880-8885 

Industrial Space 
Yard and Storage Shed.  

Approx. 10x25+/-  
Route 90/Bishopville.  
Call 443-497-4200. 

 

LARRY’S HANDYMAN 
SERVICE 

No job too small. Entry 
doors, storm doors, blinds, 
window, sheetrock patch 
and paint, carpentry work, 

shower doors, flooring. 
Over 40 yrs. experience. 

Please call 410-251-9066. 

 

DONATIONS 

Do you have an old bicycle 
not being used? It could 
mean a world of difference to 
a hard-working international 
student. We are looking to 
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at 
443-975-3065. 

 

LARGE ESTATE SALE 
10831 Griffin Road, Berlin, 

Maryland 
SAT. & SUN., Jan. 25th & 

26th, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.  
Queen bedroom suits, two 

twin bed sets, china cabinet, 
couch, ottoman and chair, 
riding lawn mower, above 

ground pool and shed  
contents. 

RENTALSHELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Classifieds 410-723-6397

Classifieds 410-723-6397

GET IT RENTED HERE! 
410-723-6397 

www.octodaydispatch.com 
www.baysideoc.com

SERVICES ESTATE SALE AUCTIONS

Call 410-723-6397 
by Monday 5 p.m.

M A R K E T P L A C E

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch & 
Bayside Gazette each week and online at  
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com
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RENTALS

COMMERCIAL

O r d e r  Y O u r  C l a s s i f i e d s  O n l i n e !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends

OC Today-Dispatch

www.octodaydispatch.com

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $20/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

 

 
Currently Hiring Manpower For: 

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters 
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics 

Concrete Work  
o Experience preferred. 
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license   
   are a plus. 
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits  
   package available.   

Please Apply Online:  
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers   

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals  

We Welcome Pets 
7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700 

www.holidayoc.com

Classifieds 410-723-6397 
Deadline is Monday @ 5pm

YEARLY RENTALS 
WEST OCEAN CITY 

  
PETS WELCOME 

  
2 Bedroom / 1 Bath 

Laundry on premises. 
 

877-289-1616 
www.bbapartmentsoc.com

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

SERVICES

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK
Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-977-5719 

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net!  Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On- 
Demand Movies, Plus Limited 
Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-407-
6870 

FOR SALE 
Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-993-0969 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move. 

VEHICLES WANTED 
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/ 
RV - Lutheran Mission Society 
of MD Compassion Place 
ministries help local families 
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA li-
censed #W1044.  

410-228-8437  
www.CompassionPlace.org 

REAL ESTATE 
We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-866-541-7929 

SERVICES 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228  

www.dental50plus.com/ 
MDDC #6258 

MISC./OTHER

Many browns and greys, 
Naked trees and winter sun, 

All of us and Him. 
His love is warm and yellow, 

And dances with the  
shadows!

SEASONAL 
WEEKLY 
RENTALS  

Burgandy Inn 
1210 Philadelphia Ave. 

410-289-8581

DONATIONS

YR RENTAL 
AVAIL. IMMED.  

2BR, 1BA  
W/D, Dog ok 
Robin Dr, OC 

Call/text  
703-819-7400

NOW HIRING!  
• BARTENDER  

Call Pam 
410-726-7061 

or apply within 
56th Street

The contents of mini 
storage units will be sold 
online at Lockerfox.com. 
Ocean City Mini Storage.   
Units to be auctioned; B28-
B47-BS7-019-029-0151-
0164-0165-Sl17-S173- 
S211-S523-SS24. Units are 
being sold due to non-pay-
ment of rent. Common 
items in units are, house-
hold items, furniture, tools, 
fishing equipment, paint-
ings, antique and vintage 
items.  

Date: Friday, 
January 31st, 2025 

Time: 10:00 am   
This will be an online 
auction. Please go to 
Lockerfox.com and  

register.   
Feel free to call 410-213-
2029 for any questions re-
garding the online auction.

Run your business 

 card in our  

SERVICE  
DIRECTORY 
CALL 410-723-6397 

for pricing!
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BaysideOC.com

D E N TA LDENTAL

THE 
HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs 
“WE DO IT ALL”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • MHIC 17433 
“A Family Tradition Since 1935” 
410-893-9707

• Roofing Repairs 
• Roof Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing • 
• Deck Repairs •

• Rain Gutters 
• Gutter Guards 

• Screening 
• Painting 

• Staining 
• Caulking

PARRISH
HANDYMAN SERVICES

PAUL’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS
All phases of home improvements 

No job too small - No job too large 
Handyman Home Services

FREE ESTIMATES 
Over 45 years 

experience

MHIC 
#83501 410-641-7548

HOME IMPROVEMENT

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

ovement”roImpr
for Home 

oday!To1

ovement Design & Bert

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans
Administration 

Approved Contractor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
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ELECTRICIANcleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES

mental health

Island Care Mental Health  
Mary Deborah Wilson 

PMHNP  
Avoid the Delays 

Medication & Therapy 
MD DE Lic.     410-641-5190

MENTAL HEALTH

home improvement

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Let’s schedule your Fall & Winter Projects!

We accept MC/Visa 
(410) 641-3762

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The Area’s #1 Moving Company
BUDGET MOVERS

40+Years in Business                                                  Licensed & Insured

LOCAL • ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial

Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move 
Single Item or Certain Items or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers

MOVING SERVICES MVA LICENSED

PAINTING

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PAINTING

410-430-3490 • LMSPlumbingandgas.com

Plumbing  
and Gas, LLC 

MD 20283 Insured

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

We do it all from   
ground work to  
rough in to final 
trim & fixtures.

We Install:  
Faucets/Sinks • Showers/Tubs/Toilets 

Water Heaters • Water/Sewer Lines   
Winterization Packages • Repairs

PLUMBING

Ceramic • Marble • Glass • Installations 
Specializing in Showers and Bath Renovations

John 
443-497-1351

Free Estimates / Insured 
C.S.G.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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DIRECTORY

POWERWASHINGAtlantic Coast Powerwashing ServicesAtlantic Coast Powerwashing Services

all services     
           w/this ad!

Hot Water, Powerwashing &  
Soft Wash Systems

• Decks • Docks • Houses  
• Restaurants •  Shopping Centers  

• Roofs  • Deck Staining • etc. 
MHIC 97081 

OC 34629 • DE 2004 222 381 
Licensed & Insured

410-603-3400 
Joe Beran/Owner Operator 
acms1st@gmail.com

Commercial & Residential 
Complete Exterior Cleaning

Year round  
services 

w/yearly & 
seasonal  rates

Reasonable 

Rates

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH ROOFING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement  
Specialist Since 1989

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946 
9240 Peerless Rd. • Bishopville, MD 

mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com •  www.shoresidingmd.com

ROOFING & SIDING

ROOFING • SIDING • DURADEK • WINDOWS • GUTTERS

*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

ROOFINGPRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services 

PRINTING & DESIGN
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