
(Feb. 13, 2025) Ahead of a disc golf 
tournament next month, the Berlin 
Town Council approved changes to 
the course at Stephen Decatur Park to 
improve pedestrian safety and appeal 
to beginners.  

Eastbound Disc Golf representa-
tives came before the Berlin mayor 

and Town Council at the body’s Mon-
day, Feb. 10 meeting to request mod-
ifications to the Stephen Decatur 
Park course in anticipation of the 
event.  

These changes will include an im-
proved design that focuses on safety 
for pedestrians and non-disc golf 
park goers. 

“The general idea behind the reor-
ganization of the layout is focused on 
the crossing of pedestrian walking 
paths,” Eastbound Project Manager 
Taylor Hubbard said. “Right now, the 

(Feb. 13, 2025) Racquet sports 
players in Ocean Pines continue to 
oppose the transition from separate 
rates to a single, multi-sport mem-
bership choice and the increased 
prices as a result.  

In an effort to increase revenue 
and avoid logistical headaches, Ocean 
Pines has opted to eliminate the var-
ious membership options and instead 
offer racquet players a bundled three-
sport annual fee.  

That decision has proven contro-
versial with residents for at least the 
last three years. 

At the Ocean Pines Association’s 
budget town hall on Wednesday, Feb. 
5, Racquet Sports Director Terry Un-
derkoffler presented the new rates 
with price comparisons. 

As proposed, the annual entrance 

fee for this coming fiscal year for res-
idents will be $295. Resident families 
will incur a cost of $495. The mem-
bership fee for a nonresident individ-
ual will be $370, and the rate for the 
nonresident family will be $590. The 
resident junior cost will be $70, while 
nonresident juniors will pay $90.  

The new fees are an increase from 
the previous year’s rates. In fiscal 
year 2024, the pickleball and plat-
form resident family membership 
cost $295. 

Resident individuals paid $180. 
For tennis in FY24, the resident fam-
ily membership was $420, while the 
resident individual membership was 
$265.  

To calculate these proposed prices, 
Underkoffler compared Ocean Pines 
to similar racquet centers on the 
Eastern Shore and up and down the 
coast. 

To determine rate increases fairly, 
these analyses looked at centers that, 
like OPA, had staff, licensed instruc-
tors, and maintenance personnel.  

Racquet sports fans 
against combo deal
Sports’ director says more 
revenue necessary to pay 
for needed improvements

Disc golf course will 
get safety changes
Improvements to be made 
to protect pedestrians out 
on course as others play

PHOTO COURTESY OF KRISTIN MURRAY 

QUICK HITTER 
About three inches of snow fell in Berlin Tuesday afternoon and early evening before warmer tem-

peratures converted the precipitation to all rain over night.

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See DISC Page 4

See RACQUET Page 3

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

FEBRUARY 13, 2025 BERLIN • NORTH WORCESTER COUNTY• OCEAN PINES FREE 

Your Custom Design Jeweler Since 1978

WE BUY Gold & Silver Coins  
Gold Jewelry • Silver Jewelry • Silverware 

D.A. KOZMA JEWELERS  RT 50 & 611 in the  
FOOD LION SHOPPING CENTER  WOC 

410-213-7505 • DAKOZMAJEWELERS.COMWe specialize in creating custom-designed jewelry that is as unique as you are. 
Create a custom piece, update your current jewelry, or simply explore our collection.

Kozma Jewelry & Coins
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The racquet director maintained 
OPA’s proposed fees remain lower 
than those of other centers in sur-
rounding areas, even with the in-
tended increases. 

The Bethany Club, for instance, 
charges $745 for an individual, 
$1,095 for a couple, and $1,200 for a 
family. Further north, the New Jersey 
Cherry Hill Health and Racquet Club 
charges its pickleball members $100 
a month.  

Aside from the price comparisons, 
officials argue the rise in rates is 
needed to cover increasing costs. 

“Our factors have gone up,” Un-
derkoffler said.  “Minimum wage is 
now $15. Utilities have all been up 
since the pandemic. Our site is 44 
years old with things that need to be 
repaired … We are attempting to op-
erate on a break-even level.” 

Underkoffler continued mainte-
nance costs also are expected to be-
come major expenses in the near 
future.  

“We have hard court repair costs 
because of crack problems because 
the site was built on a marsh. We 
thought fixing the cracks might be a 
two- or three-year fix, but it’s not. 
Vendors said that the cracks are 
going to come back,” he said.  

“We have clay court yearly main-
tenance. Umbrellas, furniture, court 
tools, rollers, touchless water foun-
tains, and professional portable pick-
leball nets. Replacement tennis nets. 
Those are factors. We have capital 
improvements that are happening. 
We have improved the shade struc-
ture. Area fencing. Security cam-
eras.”  

Underkoffler acknowledged the 
new prices are higherfor some mem-
bers but maintained that it’s a “jump 
that should have been done over 
years of time” but has not occurred. 

“I knew coming in, I was going to 
be the one coming forward,” the rac-
quet director said. “We are not look-
ing at this year $295, next year $400, 
year after that $600. We are trying 
hard to stay at an affordable level for 
everybody to play. I want to encour-
age people to play more than one 
sport.” 

“I want the racquet center to be 
more family-oriented. I still believe 
we are giving great value to our mem-
bership.”  

Many racquet center players are 
against the proposed changes.  

At last week’s town hall, resident 
Jim Ferguson spoke at the public 
comments portion, arguing that most 
center goers do not wish to play more 
than one sport, as this new fee struc-
ture encourages.  

According to Ferguson, a pickle-
ball club survey revealed 84% of 
those asked would only participate in 
a single racquet activity. The resident 
also addressed his concern that in-
creasing rates will reduce member-

ships, ultimately decreasing revenue.  
According to the proposed budget, 

there are currently 302 pickleball 
members, 59 tennis members and 67 
platform tennis members. The new 
prices would impact pickleball and 
platform memberships the most, as 
the pickleball and platform family op-
tion currently costs $295 compared 
to the proposed $495. 

The tennis family membership 
price will increase by $30 from $465 
to $495, and individual tennis players 
who paid $295 in the most recent fee 
structure will continue to pay the 
same amount in next year’s com-
bined sport price.  

“Our recommendation is to main-
tain the current rate structure,” resi-
dent Carl Vincent said during the 
town hall’s public comments section. 
“Adjust the rates as needed … We 
want to spur the membership, grow 
all three sports, and continue to be 
competitive.” 

Racquet center members also took 
issue with the increase in drop-in 
rates. The daily pickleball fee for 
Ocean Pines was $8 for residents and 
$11 for non-residents. The proposed 
budget increases the cost to $10 for 
OPA residents and $13 for non-resi-
dents.  

“Drop-in fee increases are a major 
concern,” Vincent said. “In the past, 

it was as low as in the $7 and $8 dol-
lar range, which is very competitive 
for the surrounding area. Going up to 
$13 is, I feel, going to have a negative 
impact. Drop-in is good marketing.” 

“In the pickleball world, we enjoy 
having people come from Ocean City 
when they’re vacationing. That drop-
in fee of $13 is not in line with the al-

ternatives. Ocean City racquet center 
is $6. Northside Park is $5. Salisbury 
is free. Higher fees are going to have 
a negative impact on our revenue 
stream. ” 

Despite the feedback, Ocean Pines 
officials maintain they support the 
combined fee structure and the in-
creased rates. 
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Dozens of Ocean Pines residents attended last week’s budget town hall with several speaking out 

against proposed increases in racquet center fees.

Racquet fees said to reflect higher costs
Continued from Page 1
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22 CHATHAM COURT       
THE PARKE PREMIER 55+ COMMUNITY 

OCEAN PINES

Realtor® SFR®

debbennington4@gmail.com 
410-208-3500 x308 Office • 410-603-8065  Cell

Let Mee  Find  You  tthee  Hoomee  YYoouur  HHeearrtt Drreeaamms  oof...  

The Pros 
To Know

©2024 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire HomesServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol  
are registered service marks of the HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

4 BR, 3 BA  
ROYAL TERN MODEL

Make your dream a reality by purchasing now. Act quickly before these homes are gone. Call for your private showing today!

• Renovated 4 BR, 2 BA Condo w/large balcony & Bay Views! 
• Vinyl plank flooring living & dining areas w/separating  
  pocket doors. 
• Remodeled kitchen SS appliances, cabinetry, tile  
  backsplash & quartz countertops. 
• Primary suite BA w/custom floor-to-ceiling designer tile  
  & quartz countertops. 
• 3 more BRs & 2nd full BAs for family & guests. 
• Assigned parking spaces & secure storage, elevator  
  & swimming pool. 
• Full washer/dryer & brand-new heating & air system plus 
  other 2024 renovations. 
• Buyers must honor existing 2025 rentals booked.  
• Proven successful rental seasons & potential gross  
  rental income $40K+.  
• Close to OC Convention Center, restaurants & 1 block  
  to beach.  

18 41ST STREET UNIT 103    
OCEAN CITY

$725,000

OCEAN BLOCK GETAWAY &/OR 
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

• Vibrant 55+ community just minutes from Ocean City.  
• Cathedral ceilings & skylight brightens the living space.  
• Hardwood floors, formal dining room & chef style  
  kitchen.  
• Secluded Primary suite with en suite BA & huge  
  walk-in closet.  
• See-through Fireplace off Great room & Sunroom.  
• Landscaped large backyard with a brick patio.  
• Driveway to garage with 4-foot extension.  
• Recent upgrades:  new roof, HVAC system,  
  sump pump & vapor barrier. 
• Home comes with termite warranty & new smoke  
  detectors.   

Call now for your  
private showing. 

11001 Manklin Meadows Lane Ocean Pines, MD

• Enjoy Country living, fishing, hunting & the outdoors! 
• 4 BR, 2.5 BA plus versatile bonus room.  
• Spacious Formal Living & Dining rooms. 
• Great Room mantled Harmon pellet stove.  
• Modern kitchen appliances, Breakfast Room  
  opens to screened-in porch.  
• 1st floor primary suite BA jetted tub, dual vanities  
   & updated stand-up shower. 
• Extra upgrades: indoor lighting, walk-in attic, tankless  
  water heater, water treatment system (both salt & chlorine  
  options), reverse osmosis water filtration system & new  
  outdoor lighting.  
• Commercial cell phone booster & Starlink internet service. 
• Oversized 2-car garage & circular driveway. 
• Existing security system but not currently active.  
• 10 minutes to Snow Hill & 30 minutes to Ocean City.  

Don’t miss out —  
Call now for your private tour! 

7709 SCOTTS LANDING ROAD  
SNOW HILL

$709,000

20+ ACRE ESTATE WITH  
4 BR, 2.5 BA 2-LEVEL HOME

$499,900 AGRESSIVELY PRICED 



course has a few that are probably a little 
too close, being a danger to people walk-
ing on the path. We have never had an 
issue that I’m aware of … but this plan 
makes it safer for the community.”  

Hubbard said the new layout will en-
sure that a disc golf player only crosses a 
path when they’re throwing the Frisbee 
instead of where the Frisbee is landing.  

“You have the most control when 
you’re throwing the frisbee versus 100, 
200 feet away where it's landing where 
someone could be walking across the 
corner,” the project manager said. “This 
new layout proposal gets rid of a lot of 
blind shots and a lot of blind walking 
paths. You have a full view of the path 
the entire time.”  

The new design will see the reposi-
tioning of three current baskets and the 
rearranging of tee pads, where disc 
golfers begin a hole. Hubbard maintains 

that the alterations “follow the general 
layout of the old course with just a few 
modifications.”  

According to Hubbard, hole two will 
be cut in half, creating two different 
holes to “reduce any cross of the walking 
path.” Hole four is to be moved slightly 
to avoid again crossing the path. Holes 
six and seven are where the “major 
moves” will occur. 

These locations heavily cross main 
paths, so hole six will be shifted to only 
cross where the tee pad is. Hole seven, 
which the project manager said was the 
biggest complaint hole, will not cross any 
paths upon the redesign's completion.  

“Overall, the goal was to take the de-
sign and make it something that was 
shorter, more beginner friendly, and 
flowed better with both disc golfers and 
pedestrians not having to wait on the 
other group,” Eastbound President 
Shawn Johnson said.  

The Berlin Town Council approved 
the changes, and officials were happy 
with the proposed modifications.  

“Course layout is beneficial to walkers 
and players and makes it safer for every-
one,” Berlin Public Works Director 
Jimmy Charles said.  

Eastbound Disc Golf will also apply 
new blue vinyl wraps to the metal bands 
along the top of the disc golf baskets. The 
group’s representatives argued that this 
enhancement would “provide better 
wayfinding for disc golfers by presenting 
the proper number for each hole” and 
improve the course's aesthetics.  

Volunteers supporting Eastbound 
Disc Golf will complete the modification 
work on either Feb. 15, Feb. 16, or Feb. 
28.  

During Monday’s presentation, East-
bound Disc Golf shared usage data with 
the council courtesy of the UDisc app, 
which players use to keep score and also 
navigate courses new to them. In 2024, 
997 total rounds were logged on the app 
for the park with 210 of the rounds re-
ported as first-time players to the course. 
In 2023, 1,213 total rounds were reported 
with 258 being first-time course users. 

The course redesign will be finished 
in time for Eastbound’s tournament on 

March 1, Double Dip Double Dash. The 
morning portion will take place in Ocean 
Pines, and the afternoon segment will 
kick off at Stephen Decatur Park in 
Berlin.  

The event will welcome teams of two 
and will not exceed 36 total players. Par-
ticipants will switch parks between 
rounds, with the first segment at Bain-
bridge Park in Ocean Pines. Check-in 
starts at 8:30 a.m., the games begin at 
9:30 a.m., and activities conclude 
around 11:30 a.m. Players will then head 
to Stephen Decatur Park for the after-
noon tournament session. Sign-in starts 
around noon, and the second round will 
begin at 1 p.m. The tournament is ex-
pected to wrap up between 3 p.m. and 4 
p.m.  

The tournament will have a $70 entry 
fee per team. As Eastbound is a non-
profit organization, the event is not gen-
erating revenue for the group. Hubbard 
emphasized at the Berlin Town Council’s 
Monday, Jan. 27 meeting when the or-
ganization sought a special event permit 
that Eastbound was not profiting from 
the game series.  

“It's a net negative total tournament, 
so there is no actual money going to the 
organization,” Hubbard said.  
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PHOTO COURTESY TOWN OF BERLIN 
Elevated perspectives with hole placements of the planned adjustments to the disc golf course at 

Stephen Decatur Park are pictured. 

Disc golf makes safety upgrades
Continued from Page 1

Open Daily 10-4 (Closed Tuesdays)
302.537.6330 • BethanySportsCardsPlus.com
123 Garfield Pkwy, Unit 7, Bethany Beach, DE

Reasonable Prices on Wax & Memorabilia
Competent & Caring Advisory

Card Evaluations
PSA/SGC Grading Submissions

Cards, Jerseys, Pokémon, Collectibles

Max Hirsch, Owner
Larry Hirsch, Owner

10% OFF Your Purchase
With this ad

New owners!
Professional, friendly service
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Saturdaay, Februuaaryy  22,,  20225  aatt  100aam

Questions? Reach us from Mon-Thurs 10am-4pm, Fri 10am-2pm 
        410-641-4311 or 

11036 Worchester Hwy., Berlin, MD 21811 
TempleBatYam-oc.org
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(Feb. 13, 2025) Several bills requir-
ing all school systems to create a per-
sonal device policy are up for 
consideration by the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly. 

While the potential laws differ in 
their specifics, they all stipulate that 
every school system in Maryland 
would be required to enact proce-
dures and regulations for student use 
of personal electronic devices, like cell 
phones. 

Del. Nino Mangione (R-Baltimore 
County) is sponsoring House Bill 192, 
or the No Distracted Learning Act. If 

passed, the legislation would permit 
high school students to use their cell 
phones during their lunch periods. 
However, the bill would prohibit 
using these devices at any other point 
during school hours. Middle and ele-
mentary schoolers would be disal-
lowed from accessing any personal 
devices at all.  

Comparatively, Del. David Fraser-
Hildago (D-Montgomery) is sponsor-
ing House Bill 57, which would ban 
the use of cell phones and other per-
sonal electronics “during instruc-
tional time.” Fraser-Hildago’s petition 
does not differentiate middle and ele-
mentary school students from kids in 
higher grade levels.  

According to Maryland Matters, at 
a Ways and Means Committee Meet-
ing last week, two high school stu-
dents from Montgomery County 

testified, arguing that safety must be 
accounted for when creating cell 
phone policies.  

“I believe that if phones are 
banned, school safety is threatened,” 
Jariane Martinez, a sophomore at 
Seneca Valley High School, said in a 
post-testimony interview. “I’ve real-
ized that a lot of school systems kind 
of have an issue with clear trans-
parency about what is going on during 
those situations. Without that trans-
parency and without contact with 
their child, parents are in the dark 
about what is going on.” 

The Maryland Matters report said 
Ways and Means Committee Chair 
Del. Vanessa Atterbeary (D-Howard) 
noted after last week’s bill hearings 
that while cell phones should not be 
used during math or science class, 
teenagers are often involved in several 
extracurriculars. These electronic de-
vices are how parents communicate 
with their students to know where 
they are and when they’ll be home.  

“I want my kids to have a phone 
because they’re so active,” she said. 
“They do so many things. Plans 
change. That’s how I communicate 
with them, so I do think it’s important 
that they have a cell phone…It’s a big 
issue this year because we have mul-
tiple bills.” 

While these bills would require 
every school system in the state to 
enact a cell phone policy, Worcester 
County Public Schools currently has 
procedures and regulations regarding 
this issue. Carrie Sterrs, the WCPS 
public relations coordinator, said the 
county’s school guidelines are re-
viewed biannually. 

Sterrs maintained that all decision-
making within the school system, in-
cluding electronic communication 
device usage, is made “through the 
lens of safety for both students and 
staff.”  

“The Board of Education encour-
ages communication among the 
school, parents, and students,” WCPS’ 
official cell phone policy explains, 

adding the board also “recognizes that 
the use of certain personal electronic 
communication devices may disrupt 
the instructional or learning environ-
ment.” 

As such, the education system has 
a policy allowing students to possess 
a personal electronic device, provided 
they follow a determined set of condi-
tions.  

The policy outlines cell phones are 
permitted to be used before and after 
regular school hours and before and 
after school-sponsored activities. Stu-
dents participating in after-school-re-
lated events and extracurriculars can 
access their devices only with permis-
sion from the activity sponsor. 

“Students are prohibited from 
using, activating or displaying per-
sonal electronic communication de-
vices on school property during the 
school day or school-sponsored activ-
ities,” the standards continue. “Cellu-
lar telephones and other electronic 
communication devices must be deac-
tivated and out of sight; they must be 
kept in a book bag, backpack, purse or 
locker.”  

Young learners are also unautho-
rized to use their communication de-
vices while on a school bus or a bus 
chartered by the school system.  

Violations of these rules could re-
sult in the confiscation of the phone 
or suspension from school.  

There are exceptions, however, 
which include handicapped students 
having access to their electronic de-
vices for medical reasons, or commu-
nication with law enforcement 
officers and emergency personnel.  

While local officials are following 
the legislation being proposed at the 
state level, Sterrs said, “school-level 
procedures in alignment with existing 
countywide policy will remain in ef-
fect until such time that legislation is 
enacted and/or the Board of Educa-
tion wishes to revise its existing pol-
icy, which likely will not be 
recommended until the outcome of 
this legislation is known.”
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Student phone use in schools up for debate
Worcester County officials 
review current cell policy 
guidelines twice every year
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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RESERVE YOUR NEW 2025 SUNCHASER PONTOON BOAT FOR SPRING 2025 DELIVERY

Trailer & Boat Storage by the Day, Week, Month or Season with 24/7 Access

VISIT US AT OUR SUNSET AVENUE LOCATION FEBRUARY 14-17, 2025
Ask About Our Sunchaser 
Winter Cash Sales Event

Ask About Our Yamaha  
Outboard Winter Promotion

2025 Sunchaser Lucerne 22 LRDH Sport Tritoon 
VF115 HP Yamaha 4-Stroke • Burgundy Panel

2025 Sunchaser Lucerne 22 LRDH 
F115 HP Yamaha Outboard • Blue Panel

2025 Sunchaser Sport 23 LRDH Tritoon 
Yamaha V-MAX 200 HP 4-Stroke • Onyx Panel & Platinum Upholstery

2025 Sunchaser Vista 22 LRDH 
VF115 HP Yamaha 4-Stroke • Carbon Panel

2024 Sunchaser Sport 23 Fish Tritoon 
200 HP Yamaha 4-Stroke • Onyx Panel & Platinum Upholstery

2025 Sunchaser Sport 21 LRDH 
150 HP Yamaha  V-Max 4 -Stroke • Carbon Panel 

YAMAHA 
NEW YEAR, 

NEW  
RELIABILITY 
SALES EVENT  

24 Month  
Extended  
Coverage  

Protection   
Offer valid until 

03/31/25 

YAMAHA 4-STROKES IN STOCK!      F115LB • F150XC • F200XC

FINANCING  
AVAILABLE

NEW  
SUNCHASER 

BOATS 
10 YEAR 

WARRANTY 
PROMOTION 

NOW THRU 
3/31/25 
See Store 

for Details 

2024 
CLOSEOUT 
PRICING!
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Shellfish harvesting cut off  
in creek after sewage spill

(Feb. 13, 2025) The Maryland De-
partment of the Environment (MDE) 
has issued an emergency closure for 
shellfish harvesting in Manklin Creek 
following a sewage spill on Feb. 7.  

The closure, effective immediately, 
was enacted to protect public health 
and will remain in effect until March  

The affected area includes all wa-
ters of Manklin Creek upstream of a 
line running in a northeasterly direc-
tion from a point of land on the 
southern end of the creek’s mouth to 
a point of land on the opposite shore. 
The closure also impacts Isle of Wight 

Bay and Sinepuxent Bay in Worcester 
County. 

The closure was enacted under the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Natu-
ral Resources Article § 4-742. A map 
of the restricted area has been pro-
vided by MDE and is available for 
public review. 

The Ocean Pines Association is 
working closely with state and local 
authorities to monitor the situation 
and will provide updates as more in-
formation becomes available. Resi-
dents with questions or concerns are 
encouraged to contact MDE. 

County offering free water 
filters to Newark residents

(Feb. 13, 2025) Newark residential 
water customers are eligible to re-
ceive one free whole house sediment 
filter per home from the Worcester 
County Water and Wastewater Divi-
sion of Public Works to remove iron 
sediment from their water.  

“This program will provide a car-
tridge filter system, installation by a 
local company, and four replacement 
filters,” Public Works Director Dallas 
Baker said. “Additional filters can be 
purchased at local hardware stores 

and online.”  
Only residents who are currently 

connected to the Newark water sys-
tem are eligible. Public Works will 
verify eligibility, and each property 
owner will be asked to sign a Memo-
randum of Understanding with the 
county authorizing a certified 
plumber to complete the installation 
and acknowledging that maintenance 
or deinstallation thereafter will be the 
responsibility of the homeowner. 

See FILTER Page 10

SUBMITTED IMAGE/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The Ocean Pines Association distributed this map showing the exact location of the emergency 

closure for shellfish harvesting.
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Briddell family 
recognizes Berlin 
officials’ support

(Feb. 13, 2025) Mayor Zack Tyndall 
and Berlin council members were 
honored this week with the Briddell 
Family Foundation Service Award for 
the body’s dedication to the small 
town community.  

Co-founder of the foundation, 
Kwanza Briddell, and her father, Wal-
ter Briddell, a member of the group’s 
board of directors, were present at the 
Berlin Mayor and Council’s Monday, 
Feb. 10 meeting to present the recog-
nition and update the governing body 
on the service foundation’s recent on-
goings.  

“Thank you for what you do,” 
Kwanza Briddell said, addressing the 
Berlin Town Council. “Not just for the 
foundation. Every year the foundation 
gives out several awards to people in 
the community, and this year we just 
thought it would be robbery if we did 
not recognize you for everything that 
you have been to us since our incep-
tion. So we have this award. It’s our 
community service award for every-
thing that you do for the Town of 
Berlin. Not just for the foundation, but 
all of its citizens. We appreciate you.”  

The Briddell Family Foundation 

was birthed in 2001 to help students 
in their pursuit of higher education.  

“The Briddell Family Foundation is 
dedicated to strengthening our com-
munity by helping individuals on their 
path to higher learning,” the non-
profit’s website says. “We work to aid 
the community in three areas of focus: 
humanitarianism, benevolence, edu-
cation and scholarship gifts. The mis-
sion of the Briddell Family 
Foundation is to help students reach a 
level of success that will aid them in 
their academic career and beyond.”  

The organization offers two schol-
arships, including the George and 
Martha Briddell Legacy Scholarship, 
which was established in 2001 to “as-
sist descendants of George and 
Martha Briddell as they further their 
education.” The group also sponsors a 

Community Scholarship, created in 
2021. The scholarship is awarded to a 
student pursuing full-time enrollment 
in a college, university or technical 
school.  Both financial gifts are 
awarded based on financial need, ac-
ademic achievement, demonstrated 
leadership skills, and community serv-
ice.  

While the start of the organization 
was humble, giving away less than 
$200 via their scholarship fund, Brid-
dell maintained the foundation’s aid 
has grown by “leaps and bounds.” This 
year alone, the foundation offered ap-
proximately $3,400 in scholarships.  

“In addition to that, we reached six 
schools in the continental United 
States and two in Ghana,” Briddell 
said. “With that, we were able to do 
$1,500 in literacy grants to those stu-

dents. Through those six schools, we 
reach over 3,000 students and we give 
out books to all of them on their birth-
days, brand new books.”  

The co-founder said that the group 
also hosts altruistic events in the 
Berlin area each year, primarily to 
benefit students. One such program is 
the Back-to-School Movie Night. The 
foundation welcomes students and 
their families to enjoy a film on the 
Henry Park lawn, offering popcorn, 
pizza, refreshments and school sup-
plies free to all students. The event has 
been going on for about four years 
now. Briddell said that with leadership 
support, it has grown since its concep-
tion.  

“Your faith in us has not gone un-
used,” the co-founder said, addressing 
the Berlin Town Council.

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

PHOTO COURTESY SARA GORFINKEL 
Members of the Briddell Family Foundation presented a recognition award to Mayor Zack Tyndall and members of the Berlin council on Monday night. 

Pictured, from left, are Walter Briddell, Council members Jay Knerr, Jack Orris, Dean Burrell and Shaneka Nichols, Kwanza J. Briddell, Mayor Zack 

Tyndall, Councilman Steve Green and James Allen Briddell.
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(Feb. 13, 2025) A Worcester 
County chicken farm has preliminar-
ily tested positive for bird flu, the 
county’s first reported case of the dis-
ease.  

State officials quarantined the af-
fected premises, which has not been 
named, and all birds on the property 
are being culled to prevent the spread 
of Highly Pathogenic H5 Avian In-
fluenza, according to a news release 
from the Maryland Department of 
Agriculture. The agency said a confir-
mation with final results is pending. 

Maryland and Delaware public 

health and agriculture authorities 
have formed a task force, called the 
Joint Information Center (JIC) to 
combat the disease and inform the 
public. JIC spokeswoman Stacey 
Hofmann in a statement to OC 
Today-Dispatch said approximately 
201,600 birds were affected in this 
outbreak.  

She also said the task force will not 
release exact locations of the affected 
Worcester County farm, or the names 
of the producers. 

“Our primary goal is to prevent 
this disease from spreading by main-
taining tight controls and using effec-
tive biosecurity practices. We do not 
want people visiting or driving by that 
location to potentially track the avian 
influenza virus to another location 
and spread it even wider,” she said. 

This is the fifth case of bird flu on 

the Eastern Shore and the sixth in the 
state. More than 600,000 broiler 
chickens had to be destroyed this 
month after flock samples tested pos-
itive for bird flu. Two other cases have 
been confirmed in Kent County, 
Delaware, and one in Accomack 
County, Virginia.  

Carried by free-flying waterfowl 
such as ducks, geese, and shorebirds, 
bird flu is caused by an influenza type 
A virus. It can infect chickens, 
turkeys, pheasants, quails, domestic 
ducks, geese, and guinea fowl, ac-
cording to the state agriculture de-
partment. 

Migrating snow geese in Worces-
ter County tested positive for bird flu 
this month, state authorities said. An-
other die-off of wildfowl occurred last 
week in Ocean Pines. 

The illness does not typically 

spread to humans, with transmission 
risk between birds and the general 
public deemed low, according to state 
health officials. Poultry farm workers 
are at higher risk. 

Poultry farms in Maryland are 
tested before any birds are harvested, 
whether there’s an outbreak or not, to 
find outbreaks before any chickens 
enter the food chain. 

“We have a really robust surveil-
lance program,” Maryland State Vet-
erinarian Dr. Jennifer Trout told OC 
Today-Dispatch. “What we’re doing is 
successful. We have this system of 
checks and balances in place to pro-
tect the food supply.” 

Officials also are warning hunters 
to take safety precautions. After han-
dling waterfowl or game, people are 
encouraged to wash hands, clothes, 
and tools, according to the state De-
partment of Natural Resources.  

Anyone who finds a dead bird may 
contact officials for collection and 
disposal by telephone at 877-463-
6497.
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Public Works will then notify the in-
stallation company of each resident’s 
eligibility.  

“The installer will contact the res-
ident to inspect the home plumbing 
arrangement, determine the best lo-
cation to install the filter, and sched-
ule the actual installation,” Baker 
said. 

The free whole house sediment fil-
ter program will expire on Dec. 31. 
Any requests for filter installations 
received after that date may not be 
processed. 

Interested residents should con-
tact the Worcester County Public 
Works Water and Wastewater Divi-
sion at 410-641-5251 between 7:30 
a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday thru Friday, 
or email Gary Serman 
at gserman@co.worcester.md.us. 

Continued from Page 8

Filter program  
expires Dec. 31

Positive bird flu case investigated in county
State does not release 
farm’s location to protect 
producers, property owners
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer
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TARA FISCHER/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
In-house marketing at the Café Berlin features a sun theme and the house specialty fare of mac-

arons.

Café Berlin owners excited 
for new chapter on Main St.

(Feb. 13, 2025) The Town of Berlin’s 
On What Grounds? has officially tran-
sitioned to Cafe Berlin with new own-
ership and new items, like macarons. 

Christina and Michael Ewing, who 
moved to Worcester County from Car-
roll County in the fall of 2022, officially 
purchased On What Grounds? on Main 
Street last month. The couple wants to 
maintain the cafe’s coffee and breakfast 
tradition while incorporating their per-

sonal touches. These changes include 
the notable addition of macarons. 

Christina Ewing said the couple’s 
seven-year-old daughter inspired the 
pastry inclusion.  

“[My daughter] was like, ‘I want to 
learn how to make macarons, can we 
make macarons?’ so we started making 
macarons,” the new owner said. “It was 
a little bit of a disaster at the beginning, 
but once I started honing it … people 
asked, ‘Are you selling them? They look 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See COUPLE Page 13
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so pretty, they’re so good.’ I was like, ‘I 
need to get a commercial kitchen.’” 

Ewing said the couple then began 
shopping around for a location to kick-
start a new Berlin establishment. Sara 
Gorfinkel, executive administrative as-
sistant to Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall, 
let the husband-and-wife team know 
the On What Grounds? operators were 
looking to sell. The parties struck a 
deal, and the Ewings will now serve 
Berlin residents and visitors their own 
coffee blends, pastries, breakfasts and 
lunches. The new owners have also 
changed the eatery’s name to Cafe 
Berlin and selected a sun to represent 
their business.  

“We reached out, we started talking 
to them, and it all kind of blossomed 
from this macaron thing and became 
what it is, us taking over their business 
and creating a vision for what we 
wanted, Cafe Berlin,” Ewing said. “We 
are renaming and rebranding and just 
doing things a little differently, so we 
are excited about some changes to 
come.”  

According to Ewing, the new owners 
hope to make the updated establish-
ment a community favorite and a 
“heartbeat of Berlin.” As such, Jeff 
Smith of Cast 26 created Cafe Berlin’s 
signature for the business’s drip coffee 
and espresso, which they just rolled out 
late last week. 

“When Jeff decided to come in and 
meet with us, we were looking for 
something more full-bodied, robust,” 
Ewing said. “Just something cozy … we 
wanted to find something a little more 

palatable to a wider range of people. It 
has that feeling when you smell coffee, 
like what a good cup of coffee smells; 
we want it to taste like that and have 
that full-mouth feel.” 

The Cafe Berlin operators are also 
looking to expand the coffee shop’s 
food line. Ewing said the new menu 
will roll out in April once the spring and 
summer seasons are closer. The new 
menu items are expected to be a bit 
more “elevated,” such as a line of gour-
met toast with sweet options and more 
savory choices, like avocado toast and 
cream cheese and lox toast. The new 
owner said she also intends to offer 
seasonal and event-themed selections, 
like during the annual Peach Festival.  

Once established, the new eatery 
plans to host events like macarons and 
wine pairings. Some macaron flavors 
include salted caramel, cookie butter, 
pistachio strawberry, Aztec chocolate, 
birthday cake, and fig and goat cheese. 
Ewing noted that she plans to experi-
ment with the pastry selections eventu-
ally.  

“We just want to do some cool stuff, 
some fun stuff that people and the 
community would love doing, whether 
it’s the summer or the off-season,” 
Ewing said. “We want to appeal to both 
locals and tourists.”  

Aside from the food offering alter-
ations, Cafe Berlin is updating the inte-
rior look of the space, including 
painting, replacing the old chalkboard 
with a new electric menu sign, and ob-
taining some new chairs.  

“We just kind of want to spruce it up 
a little bit,” Ewing said.

Continued from Page 12

Couple undertakes rebranding

State flush fee exemption 
reduces bill for residents 

(Feb. 13, 2025) The Maryland De-
partment of the Environment (MDE) 
has exempted residents in the Ocean 
Pines Sanitary Service Area (SSA) 
from paying the $5 monthly charge to 
the Chesapeake Bay Restoration 
Fund (BRF) for the upcoming year. 
This exemption will result in an an-
nual savings of $60 per household in 
the Ocean Pines SSA. 

“This exemption is due to the ex-
emplary work done by our staff,” 
Public Works Director Dallas Baker 
said. “It’s the Public Works profes-
sionals maintaining meticulous re-
porting methods coupled with the 
knowledge and experience of our 
Water and Wastewater operators 
overseeing the Ocean Pines Waste-
water Treatment Plant that make this 
exemption a reality year after year for 
those residing in the Ocean Pines 
SSA.” 

Commonly referred to as the Flush 
Fee, the BRF is a dedicated fund fi-
nanced by residents and businesses 
served by wastewater treatment 
plants (WWTPs) throughout the 

State of Maryland. BRF funds are 
used to upgrade publicly owned 
WWTPs throughout Maryland, with 
enhanced nutrient removal (ENR) 
technology to reduce nutrient dis-
charges to the state’s waterways.  

The Ocean Pines WWTP is 
equipped with ENR technology that 
meets the criteria for the fee exemp-
tion, which requires a maximum ef-
fluent concentration of 3 milligrams 
per liter (mg/l) of total nitrogen and 
0.3 mg/l total phosphorous.  

“The Ocean Pines WWTP sets the 
standard throughout the state for en-
vironmental stewardship,” Baker 
said. “For 2024 the Ocean Pines 
WWTP maintained a yearly flow at 
299.5MM gallons, with an average 
concentration of 2.4 parts per million 
(PPM) total nitrogen and 0.2 PPM.” 

BRF exemptions are valid for one 
year and must be renewed annually, 
and WCPW professionals maintain 
meticulous reporting standards to se-
cure the exemptions annually for 
those residing in the Ocean Pines 
SSA.

Valentine’s Weekend



(Feb. 13, 2025) The latest chapter 
in Maryland’s offshore wind saga has 
Worcester County officials agreeing 
to join an open letter that speaks out 
against a just-approved expansion of 
an already-proposed wind farm proj-
ect. 

The county’s Board of Commis-
sioners on Feb. 4 agreed to put their 
names on a letter from the nonprofit 
Stop Offshore Wind. They stand in 
opposition to the Maryland Public 
Service Commission’s (PSC) Jan. 24 
decision to let US Wind take over 
wind energy credits that were relin-
quished by competitor Ørsted, which 
pulled out of a wind project last year.  

The PSC, which oversees any off-
shore wind projects in Maryland, ac-
cepted an updated project proposal 
from US Wind. The approved pro-
posal grants the developer an oppor-
tunity to build more and larger 
turbines in the combined lease areas, 
according to the open letter. 

Crafted by the public relations 
firm Bedrock Advocacy, whom 
Worcester County hired in Decem-
ber, the opposition letter also de-
mands to view any independent 
analysis upon which the PSC decision 
was based. 

“We are advocating for a transpar-
ent process that shows a good-faith 
effort by US Wind to negotiate with 
residents and businesses,” the letter 
says, “instead of a blind crusade to ac-
quire government funding and secure 
green energy credits for the State of 
Maryland.” 

Earlier versions of the US Wind 
project would see a project built to 
generate 1,056 megawatts of electric-
ity. The company’s re-bid, approved 
by the PSC, would generate 1,710 

megawatts.   
One megawatt of electricity is 

enough to power about 300 homes 
during periods of high demand. And, 
for every megawatt of electricity an 
offshore wind farm generates, it 
earns one Offshore Renewable En-
ergy Certificate, or OREC. Consider it 
a documented way to prove to the 
state that electricity was generated 
using renewable offshore wind, in-
stead of fossil fuels. 

An OREC is also a commodity. 
Offshore wind developers like US 
Wind can make money selling their 
ORECs to utility companies, such as 
Delmarva Power. In the state’s 
arrangement with US Wind, the de-
veloper gets to sell a certain amount 
of ORECs annually at a fixed price 
over a 20-year term. 

This latest deal with the PSC 
grants even more ORECs to US Wind 
than from its original agreements 
from 2017 and 2021. That’s because 
the state OK’d giving US Wind the 
ORECs that were left over when 
Ørsted dropped its own project, 
called Skipjack. 

Ørsted claimed external economic 
factors led to their decision to moth-
ball the Skipjack project, including 
“economic and supply chain con-
straints [which] caused severe dis-
ruptions in the offshore wind 
industry, including unprecedented 
cost increases on offshore wind de-
velopers,” according to public 
records. 

The Stop Offshore Wind letter lists 
10 reasons why offshore wind would 
be “extremely detrimental to the res-
idents of Maryland’s coastal commu-
nities,” including higher electric bills, 
posing a threat to tourism, a drop in 
property values, and harm to the 
coastal ecosystem. 

Another reason listed is that wind 
farms would force generational com-
mercial fishing businesses to aban-
don traditional fishing grounds “and 
cope with the unknown changes that 
the turbine construction and opera-
tion will have on the behavior of fish.” 

This particular point of discussion 
was mentioned at the County Com-
missioners meeting. Commissioner 
Chip Bertino of Ocean Pines wanted 
the letter to mention that, by law, 
fishermen who make a commercial 
catch off Maryland’s coast must land 
the fish in Maryland. County staff 
said they’d look into that and see the 
point added to the letter.   

Stop Offshore Wind is a nonprofit 
set up with financial support from the 
Worcester County Commissioners 
and the Town of Ocean City, and 
backed by private residents, busi-
nesses and community-based organ-
izations. The PR firm Bedrock says it 
will obtain more signatures before 
submitting its letter to the Public 
Service Commission. 
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County joins Stop Offshore 
Wind open letter campaign
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer
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JOSEPH F. PALMISANO 

Ocean Pines  
On Jan. 24, 2025, Joseph F. 

Palmisano, M.D., 97, of Baltimore 
and Ocean Pines, passed away peace-

fully.  
Joseph Palmisano, 

son of Frank C. and 
Mary J. Palmisano, 
was born the seventh 
of nine children in 
Shamokin, Pennsyl-
vania on March 14, 
1927. At age 13, the 
family moved to Bal-

timore, where Joseph graduated from 
Baltimore City College in 1944.  

He enlisted in the US Navy at 17 
and served on a destroyer as a radar 
operator in the waning days of 
WWII.  

After discharge, he graduated from 
the University of Maryland at College 
Park and the School of Medicine in 
1953. After residency at Mercy Hos-
pital, Dr. Palmisano began a family 
practice on Loch Raven Boulevard 
that he continued for more than 40 

years. Dr. Palmisano was proud to 
say he never turned down a patient, 
and he made numerous house calls, 
with up to 17 in one day. He belonged 
to the Medical and Chirurgical Fac-
ulty of Maryland and was recognized 
for his instrumental role in helping 
Baltimore’s Good Samaritan Hospital 
grow into a fine institution.  

Dr. Palmisano’s motto was, “work 
hard, play hard.” He was a diehard 
Colt and then Ravens fan, boater, 
golfer, fisherman, and especially 
skier.  

He belonged to the Baltimore 
Yacht Club, and as an avid historian, 
participated in the Baltimore Civil 
War Round Table. He skied more 
than 40 times in Europe and earned 
12 gold medals for ski racing before 
he hung up his ski poles at 79.  

Dr. Palmisano retired to Ocean 
Pines in 2001, where he became an 
active member of the community. In 
his later years, he could be found rid-
ing his scooter on the Boardwalk as 
he met new people and shared his 
popular autobiography, “Doctor Joe, 

A Family Doctor in the Twentieth 
Century.” He also wrote numerous 
bi-weekly columns about word his-
tory for The Dispatch. 

Dr. Palmisano was predeceased by 
his first wife and childhood sweet-
heart, Jeanne T. Kell. He is survived 
by his wife of 50 years, Mary Kath-
leen Palmisano (nee Enright), by his 
two sons Joseph (Jody) F. Palmisano 
Jr. (Marcia), Michael J. Palmisano 
(Christine), and step children Laura 
M. MacNamara (Brian), and Ross E. 
Burchill, as well as 10 grandchildren, 
and four great-grandchildren. He is 
survived by his sister, Joanne Strass-
ner McClayton, and many nieces and 
nephews.  

Services will be on March 6, 2025, 
at 11 a.m. at St. Ursula Church at 
8801 Harford Road in Parkville, 
Maryland, and internment in Gar-
dens of Faith Cemetery in Rosedale, 
Maryland. A Celebration of Life will 
be held in Ocean City, Maryland at a 
future date. Donations can be made 
to the US Olympic Committee.  

 
PAMELA LOUISE HOLBROOK 

Parsonsburg 
Pamela Louise Holbrook (Pam) of 

Parsonsburg passed away suddenly at 
Tidal Health Hospital on Feb. 3, 

2025. 
She was born on 

January 15, 1951 to 
John Roy and Bar-
bara Holbrook. She 
was a graduate of 
Nathan Bedford For-
est High School in 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Pam had worked var-

ious jobs over the years, the most re-
cent as a housekeeper at the Seagate 
Condominiums in Ocean City. 

In earlier years, she became a 
skilled bowler, nearly reaching pro-
fessional level befor a hand injury got 
in the way. She was an active and tal-
ented arts and crafts person, having 
produced many clever and artsy 
items over the years.  Pam will always 
be remembered for her generosity in 
always giving to others. This trait was 
exemplified in her over four years of 

weekly volunteering at the Parkway 
Church of God food pantry in Salis-
bury.  She always brought great en-
thusiasm and spirit to family 
gatherings, to which she often shared 
her delicious cornbread and desserts. 

Pam is survived by her son, Tron 
Thornton, of Salisbury, and numer-
ous relatives locally and in New Eng-
land.  In addition to her parents, she 
was predeceased by her ex-husband, 
William Thornton. 

Her body was donated to the 
Maryland Anatomy Board. 

A memorial service will be held at 
Berlin American Legion Post #123 
Boggs Disharoon at 2 p.m. on Feb. 
22, 2025. 

A memorial service will be held at 
a later date at Parkway Church of 
God, Salisbury, Md.  

 
JEFFREY ALAN FLUHARTY  

Berlin 
Jeffrey Alan Fluharty, born Oct. 

10, 1967, passed away Feb. 2, 2025. 
Jeff’s legacy continues to live on in 

the lives he touched 
and the memories he 
created, a true testa-
ment to a life well-
lived and deeply 
cherished. 

Jeff is survived by 
his wife Holly Hogan, 
his mother Diane 
Fluharty, his sister 

Kim Wheatly, sons Tyler and Connor 
Garvey and Zach and Colby Hogan, 
grandson Liam, niece Taylor 
Wheatly, three great-nephews River, 
Brandon, Jr., and Waylen, Aunt Carol 
Jones and cousins Scott and Ryan 
Jones. He was preceded in death by 
his father Bob Fluharty and nephew 
Brandon Wheatly. 

A celebration of life will be held at 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
5246 at 2630 Veterans Drive, Feder-
alsburg, Md. 21632 on Feb. 16, 2025, 
at 1 p.m.  

Arrangements with Eastern Shore 
Cremation & Funeral Service, 504 
Franklin Ave., Berlin, Md. 21811. 
Please visit www.easternshorecrema-
tion.com.
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(Feb. 13, 2025) Smoke-free 
cannabis consumption lounges, and 
events where cannabis vendors could 
offer single-serving products direct to 
consumers, are both being consid-
ered under legislation now pending 
with Maryland state lawmakers.  

Maryland’s nascent cannabis mar-
ketplace, already a billion-dollar in-
dustry, moves mostly combustible 
products that are consumed by smok-
ing. Now, the state’s cannabis over-
sight agency is looking to 
cannabis-infused beverages and edi-
bles as “a way that the industry can 

grow in a different direction,” accord-
ing to Andrew Garrison, head of the 
Office of Policy and Government Af-
fairs in the Maryland Cannabis Ad-
ministration (MCA).  

Garrison spoke Jan. 30 in Annapo-
lis at a hearing for SB 215. He told 
lawmakers how, because the MCA is 
about to authorize its second round 
of cannabis dispensary licenses, 
cannabis events and consumption 
lounges will be part of the state’s 
business model moving forward.  

However, governments would 
have to agree to permit on-site 
lounges and cannabis events before 
they could go forward. Cannabis 
lounges can’t operate unless a “polit-
ical subdivision,” as the bill puts it, 
authorizes its operation by issuing a 
permit or license.  

“Not everyone is on board with an 

on-site consumption license,” Garri-
son told the committee. “There might 
be only a few jurisdictions open to 
moving this forward. If there’s only a 
few, then that’s something I think 
we’d be comfortable with. We don’t 
want to necessarily force what is a rel-
atively new model onto local jurisdic-
tions.” 

According to the bill, MCA would 
issue 50 on-site consumption licenses 
with an application fee of $5,000. No 
smoking or vaping would be allowed 
under this bill, just edible or liquid 
products.  

The license allows for the process-
ing of cannabis or cannabis-infused 
products, or the adding of cannabis to 
food prepared or served on the prem-
ises – which also means such events 
would now fall under the oversight of 
county health departments.  

Licensees can’t grow the cannabis 
they’re serving; it has to come from a 
licensed Maryland dispensary. Also, 
just like a movie theater doesn’t want 
you bringing in your own snacks, cus-
tomers under this law would not be 
allowed to bring in their own outside 
cannabis products to an on-site 
lounge.   

The bill also says cannabis pro-
vided for on-site consumption must 
be single-serving products. When 
lawmakers at the hearing pointed out 

how the bill doesn’t limit how many 
single-serving items a customer could 
have, the MCA’s Garrison said limita-
tions on single servings could be con-
sidered.  

Agreeable cities, towns, and coun-
ties also could adopt their own zoning 
and planning requirements for on-
site consumption establishments. 

Notably, the bill prioritizes social 
equity applicants, giving them the 
first opportunity to establish on-site 
consumption businesses and host 
cannabis events.  

“It helps level the playing field and 
ensures that those most impacted by 
past cannabis prohibition have a real 
chance to succeed in the industry,” 
said Audrey Johnson, executive di-
rector of the Maryland Office of So-
cial Equity, at the hearing. She also 
noted that 12 other states have imple-
mented on-site consumption models. 

When it comes to cannabis events, 
the rules are slightly different. The 
MCA would authorize cannabis event 
permits, which would be limited to 
four consecutive days or a period of 
48 hours – but you can’t host a 
cannabis event if you already hold a 
dispensary license, the bill says.  

The rules would prohibit smoking 
at cannabis events, indoors or out, 
Garrison said. “Having an outdoor 
smoking event might not be some-
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Potential cannabis events concern officials
Mitrecic: ‘We need to get 
out in front of it ... to stop 
these events ...’ in county
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer
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thing a lot of folks are going to want 
to have in their neighborhoods,” he 
told the committee. 

MCA also can issue permits to ven-
dors who want to sell single-serving 
products at the event. Only social eq-
uity licensees can get vendor permits 
between now and July 2028. Any 
product sold at an event has to flow 
through the MCA licensing system, 
including packaging, labeling, and 
testing. 

And, just like the on-site lounges, 
local governments can still prohibit 
or restrict the authorization of 
cannabis event registrations or assess 
their own additional fees, the bill 
says. 

While this bill is sponsored by 
state Sen. Pamela Beidle (D-32, Anne 
Arundel), chair of the Finance Com-
mittee, the MCA says the legislation 
is actually an agency-sponsored bill 
and Beidle just put her name on it. A 
companion bill has been filed in the 
House of Delegates, HB 132, under 
Del. C.T. Wilson (D-28, Charles). The 
law would take effect Oct. 1. 

Not all lawmakers were sold. State 
Sen. Benjamin Kramer (D-19, Mont-
gomery) at the hearing noted how ed-
ible cannabis products can take a 
while to kick in, which opens the door 
to “a whole new line of public health 
concerns” if people get behind the 
wheel of a car after consuming. 

“They get up to leave, and now, 
boom, now we have somebody out in 
a 4,000-pound missile endangering 
every motorist and every pedestrian 
on the road, suddenly getting hit with 
the effects that will clearly impair 
their ability to operate a vehicle,” he 
said. “What we’re doing is simply en-
dangering the public in an effort to 
expand access to cannabis.”  

Authorities in Worcester County 
are already dubious about the pro-
posal.  

Worcester County Commissioner 
Joe Mitrecic (District 7, Ocean City) 
at the board’s Jan. 21 meeting in 
Snow Hill asked county staff to look 
into preventing such events. “It looks 

like it probably will go through be-
cause it’s a big revenue generator,” he 
said of the bill. 

“People (are) going to come down 
to the shore and want to have these 
events here in Worcester County,” 
Mitrecic added. “And we need to get 
out in front of it – if the commission-
ers as a whole decides – to stop these 
events from happening. I’m not sure 
we want these going on in our 
county.” 

Commissioner Jim Bunting (Dis-
trict 6, Bishopville) agreed. 

“This stuff that’s being made 
today, it’s 100 times more potent,” he 
said. “People don’t realize how it af-
fects you after you leave an event. I 
actually know three or four accidents 
that have happened. People don’t 
even know they have an accident, 
then they wake up in an ambulance, 
that’s how strong it is.” 

Cannabis was a medical-use only 
product until 2023, when the market 
opened to adult use (21+). According 
to the MCA, the first year of legal 
adult and medical cannabis sales 
topped $1 billion, with adult-use sales 
making up $709 million of the total. 
For the first quarter of fiscal 2025, 
adult-use cannabis sales and use tax 
collections totaled $18.3 million. 
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Heiser seeks police meeting on accidents

(Feb. 13, 2025) A new initiative is 
underway to standardize traffic acci-
dent protocols across Worcester 
County police agencies, one that aims 
to produce more streamlined investi-
gations. 

Starting in March, monthly meet-
ings will be held among crash evalu-
ators to share techniques and 
improve investigations, according to 
Worcester County State’s Attorney 
Kristin Heiser. Her office is working 
to ensure that best practices are con-
sistent for all law enforcement agen-
cies who deal with car accidents and 
their aftermath. 

Different police departments may 
have their own rules and regulations 
about how to investigate a serious car 
crash where people are hurt or even 
killed. Not only that, but not every 
police department has the resources 
to dedicate one or two officers exclu-
sively to a crash team or a traffic re-
construction detail. 

Sitting down in person, as a group, 
might help police officers start to 
work from the same playbook on traf-
fic reconstruction cases, Heiser said. 

“As State’s Attorney, they’re look-
ing to me for legal guidance,” she 
said. “Which charges apply? Do we 
have probable cause? Internally, 
we’re standardizing these investiga-
tions. The faster and more effi-
ciently we get all the work done, we 
can get everything off to the lab to 
be tested and make those charging 
decisions.”  

Traffic reconstruction is highly 
specialized and comes with extensive 
training. Officers assigned to these 
cases are working through a process 
that rules things out: Was there a 
malfunction in the car? Was there a 
medical event that caused a person to 
lose control of their car? Or was it 
driver negligence? 

Heiser said participating officers 
in this initiative will include accident 
reconstructionists and collision in-
vestigators for all Worcester County 
police agencies. They’ll be joined by a 
State’s Attorney’s Office investigator 
and prosecutor. Down the line, other 
specialized partners could join in, like 
forensic analysts, or specialty auto 

mechanics. 
For families left grieving after ve-

hicular accidents involving injury or 
fatality, the penalties allowed by law 
often feel insufficient. Sometimes, the 
only punishment is a stiff fine, even 
when someone has died. 

“You have all the emotion of a 
homicide investigation,” she said, 
“and you have very little in the sense 
of corresponding jail time. Anybody 
who’s experienced serious injury or 
death of a loved one, there’s no 
amount of jail time that’s going to 
compensate or make you feel better.  

“It’s even more difficult,” she 
added, “when you look at the traffic 
law and you see the penalties are not 
the same for traffic violations as 
something that’s more intentional – 
but you still have a loved one gone. 
Families can be very frustrated by 
this. They feel like, that’s all? That’s 
all the law allows for.” 

Another reason that collaboration 
is needed for officers on car accidents 
is because Worcester County and its 
tourism hub of Ocean City are home 
to several annual automotive events, 
where police sometimes deal with 
multiple car accidents a day. 

The resort’s notorious H2O Inter-

national car event may be gone, but 
“we still have bike week, car cruise – 
these are unique problems that not a 
lot of cities have to deal with,” Heiser 
said. “If we’re going to continue to be 
faced with these motor vehicle 
events, I think it’s important we stay 
on top of this stuff.” 

In addition to this collaboration, 
Heiser also plans to propose a strate-
gic highway safety plan for Worcester 
County, one rooted in data collection. 
It means collaborating in particular 
with the Ocean City Police Depart-
ment, she added, because of how 
busy resort roadways get. 

She said the Maryland Highway 
Safety Office collaborates with vari-
ous counties to create these plans, 
many of which are based on National 
Highway Traffic Safety administra-
tion crash data and can be grant 
funded. 

“Let’s talk to police officers on the 
ground to ask, which intersections in 
your experience are most danger-
ous?” Heiser said. “The answers 
won’t always line up with what the 
data says. We want to make sure we 
have all of the facts behind where our 
focus in going to be. I think it will be 
a helpful tool.”

State’s Attorney sees need 
for streamlined approach 
to accident investigations
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

Your Online Community: www.baysideoc.com
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(Feb. 13, 2025) The Lower 
Shore Land Trust (LSLT) is 
calling on nature enthusiasts 
and community-minded in-
dividuals to step forward and 
help preserve the iconic land-
scapes of the Lower Eastern 
Shore.  

On Feb. 21, from 1 to 4 
p.m., the LSLT will host a 
Stewardship Training session 
at the Snow Hill Library (307 
N. Washington St.), offering a 
unique opportunity for vol-
unteers to make a lasting im-
pact on the region’s natural 
environment. 

Frank Deuter, Steward-
ship Coordinator at LSLT, 
emphasizes the critical role 
volunteers play in the organi-

zation’s mission. “Steward-
ship is the backbone of con-
servation,” he said. “Our 
volunteers are the eyes and 
ears on the ground, helping 
us protect the land we’ve 
worked so hard to conserve. 
Plus, it’s an incredibly re-
warding experience to con-
nect with nature and be part 
of something bigger than 
yourself.” 

The training session will 
provide participants with an 
in-depth understanding of 
LSLT’s protected easement 
properties and the measures 
taken to preserve them for fu-
ture generations. Volunteers 
will also learn how they can 
assist Deuter and his team 
during site visits to some of 
Delmarva’s most stunning, 
and often private, landscapes. 

Since its founding, LSLT 
has conserved over 24,000 

acres of working farms, 
wildlife habitats, and scenic 
vistas. As a small nonprofit, 
the organization relies on 
dedicated volunteers to mon-
itor and maintain these pro-
tected areas.  

“It’s a team effort,” said 
Deuter. “Every volunteer 
makes a difference, whether 
it’s monitoring an easement 
or simply sharing their en-
thusiasm for our mission.” 

The Lower Shore Land 
Trust invites anyone who 
loves the outdoors and wants 
to make a difference to regis-
ter for the Feb. 21 session on 
its website. 

“If you’ve ever wanted to 
get involved in conservation, 
this is your chance,” Deuter 
said. “We’d love to have you 
join us in protecting the 
places that make the Lower 
Shore so special.”

Stewardship training session on tap
Snow Hill library to 
provide volunteers  
with opportunities

(Feb. 13, 2025) The 
Ocean City Film Festival, a 
production of the Art League 
of Ocean City, kicks off its 
ninth season with a special 
party on Saturday, Feb. 15 
from 6-8 p.m. The event is 
free and open to the public 
and will take place at the 
Ocean City Center for the 
Arts, 502 94th St. bayside.  

“Our 9th annual OC Film 
Festival is coming up March 
6-9, and this is a free cele-
bration to start our next sea-
son of bringing the best in 
independent filmmaking to 
the resort,” Rina Thaler, ex-
ecutive director of the Art 
League, said. “We welcome 

everyone to attend and get a 
sneak preview of what’s in 
store this year.” 

During the kick-off party, 
the official 2025 Film Festi-
val poster, for the ninth year 
designed by Bishopville 
artist Ian Postley, will be un-
veiled. During the event, at-
tendees who purchase a 
4-day Film Festival pass will 
receive a free limited-edition 
poster signed and numbered 
by the artist.  

“Our Film Festival 
posters have become collec-
tors’ items over the past nine 
years, and our 2025 edition 
is one to add to that collec-
tion,” Thaler said. 

The Art League will also 
offer complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres and drinks during 
the event. 

The Ocean City Film Fes-

tival comes to the resort 
March 6-9, bringing four 
days of independent films 
both local and from around 
the world to the Ocean City 
region. Headliners for this 
year are two hometown all-
stars, John Chester and 
Erica Cramer Messer, who 
will bring their film, “The 
Biggest Little Farm,” to the 
Ocean City Performing Arts 
Center on Sunday, March 9. 
The director and producer 
will be live on stage at the 
PAC giving live commentary 
during the film’s screening 
and show previews of their 
new TV series. 

Passes to the Film Festi-
val are currently available at 
OCMDFilmFestival.com. 
More information is also 
available by calling 410-524-
9433.

Ocean City Film Festival to kick off
Feb. 15 event will 
offer early preview  
of this year’s entries

Have an opinion? 
We invite you to share it, but all letters are subject to verification, so 
please include your name and phone number. All letters are subject to 
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call 410-723-6397.

There’s nothing like a change in the structure of fees to rile 
the crowd that’s paying them. Almost any increase is too 
much whether it’s for a Netflix subscription, the cost of ad-
mission to national parks or, in Ocean Pines, a Racquet Club 
membership. 

It came as no surprise, then, that pickleball members ob-
jected last Wednesday when Racquet Sports Director Terry 
Underkoffler unveiled a consolidated membership plan that 
will cost them and drop-in players more. 

One of the reasons people protest when rates go up on, 
say, a Netflix subscription is they don’t know where that ad-
ditional money is going and why, leading them to suspect the 
profit motive is at work.  

The profit margin may be a factor in that instance, but that 
isn’t the case for the Racquet Club, which as a nonprofit en-
tity within the nonprofit Ocean Pines Association can’t take 
more than it needs. The IRS is funny about things like that, 
as OPA members and officials have learned on more than one 
occasion. 

Assuming the center has certain fixed costs and that its 
common elements must be maintained, if not upgraded, it 
makes sense to pass these charges on to members in equal 
percentages regardless of how many sports they pursue. 

That must be the basis of any fee structure before working 
in costs specific to a particular area of play. That is where the 
question becomes knottier. 

Should one-sport-only members be financially responsi-
ble for their individual venues only? Should one sport subsi-
dize another and is the appeal of one venue — and the overall 
center itself — affected by the appearance, condition and 
availability of another venue? 

These aren’t unreasonable questions, but from a manage-
ment perspective, a club with this small of a budget can’t be 
managed efficiently if it is divided into Balkan state-like rev-
enue centers. The one-size-fits-all membership fee might be 
unpleasant for most members, but it makes the most sense 
from an administrative point of view. 

In defense of one fee 
for racquet members
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Auxiliary donates $300K to Atlantic General
(Feb. 13, 2025) The Atlantic Gen-

eral Hospital Auxiliary recently pre-
sented a check for $300,000 to 
hospital and AGH Foundation leader-
ship.  

The Atlantic General Hospital Aux-
iliary, a group of more than 200 dedi-
cated volunteers, promotes the welfare 
of the hospital by fostering good public 
relations, providing service to the hos-
pital and health system, organizing 
health-related projects and conducting 
fundraising activities. 

The $300,000 donation was made 
possible through various fundraising 

events and proceeds from the AGH 
Thrift Shop, and will be used towards 
acquiring new medical technology and 
providing clinical scholarships, includ-
ing: 

Two endoscopy drying cabinets 
($100,000): These new scope storage 
cabinets continuously filter air into in-
ternal endoscope channels to maintain 
infection control standards, and track 
scope location, storage time, channel 
availability and scope lifespan.  

Two scope washers ($150,000): All 
surgical equipment goes through rig-
orous cleaning and a high-level disin-

fection process. Due to the unique de-
sign and structure of Atlantic General 
Hospital’s scopes, specialized washers 
are required.  

Laboratory Services scholarships 
($50,000): In an effort to attract and 
retain skilled laboratory professionals, 
the new scholarship will be open to any 
individuals, including current AGH as-
sociates, who are seeking to further 
their education in laboratory sciences. 
Upon completion of the program, 
scholarship recipients will commit to 
working at AGH for a predetermined 
period of time. 

“The culture of Atlantic General 
Hospital has always been based around 
commitment to our community,” said 
Terry Moore, director of Atlantic Gen-
eral Endoscopy Center. “Based on the 
rising need for gastrointestinal health-
care and colorectal cancer screening 
services, AGH has made a commitment 
to expand our endoscopy services. 
We’ve seen a significant increase in pro-
cedure volumes, and these upgrades to 
our existing equipment are vital to 
maintaining safety, efficiency and infec-
tion control standards. We greatly ap-
preciate the AGH Auxiliary …”

Atlantic General 

Hospital Auxiliary 

presented a check 

for $300,000 to 

hospital and AGH 

Foundation leader-

ship. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO/ 
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“The Place That Does It All”

WE PAY CA$H!
For Like New & Used Cars & Trucks

RACETRACK AUTO SALES 

410-352-5070

NEW TRAILERS FOR SALE 
MAINE TAGS AVAILABLE

PREVIOUSLY OWNED 
VEHICLES for SALE

MD STATE 
INSPECTED

• ‘15 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 
• ‘17 HONDA CRV LX 
• ‘10 HONDA CRV 
• ‘15 SUBARU FORESTER

2014 HOMESTEADER TRAILER $2,500

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 • 410-352-5070 
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

BEER • WINE 
LOTTERY 

PROPANE REFILLS

SMITH’S 
MARKET

TAG & TITLE 
SERVICE

No Wait  •  Walk-In 
No Appointment Necessary 

 Mon-Sat 8am - 4:45pm

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

HARD – 99

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles
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Pine Tones Chorus planning open auditions
(Feb. 14, 2025) In advance of its 

spring concert, The Pine Tones Chorus 
will hold rehearsals from 1-3 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 6 at the Ocean Pines 
Community Center. 

In preparation for the spring 2025 con-
cert, Sounds of the ‘70s, the Pine Tones 
Chorus will have open rehearsals to build 
their chorus membership. These are not 
auditions, but an opportunity for inter-
ested folks to try out the group, meet other 

singers, ask questions, and decide if they 
want to join. Musical training and experi-
ence are appreciated, but not necessary.  

If you love to sing, they want you and 
will help you be the singer you want to 
be. If you are interested in joining but 
can’t make the first rehearsal, or aren’t 
sure yet, contact the Director, Jenny An-
derson at 443-655-5636. Rehearsals are 
held weekly on Thursdays from 1-3 p.m. 
at the Ocean Pines Community Center 

up to the concert date. 
The Sounds of the 70’s concert will be 

performed Sunday, June 8, at 3 p.m. at 
the Community Church at Ocean Pines. 
Chorus members and audience alike will 
groove to classic favorites like, Moon-
shadow, Joy to the World, Love Me Like 
a Rock, Fire and Rain, and I’ll Be There. 

The Pine Tones Chorus has a 40-plus 
year history as a non-profit, all-volunteer 
group of folks who love to sing for their 

community. The chorus holds spring and 
fall concerts every year, and each season 
they also travel to several area senior cen-
ters to share the music with those who 
are not able to come to the shows. 

This season is partially funded by the 
National Endowment for the Arts, 
through the Maryland State Arts Council 
and Worcester County Arts Council. Fol-
low Pine Tones Chorus on Facebook and 
on Instagram @pinetoneschorus.

Worcester GOLD announces Bingo benefit 
(Feb. 14, 2025) Worcester County 

GOLD (Giving Other Lives Dignity) 
will host the “Pot of GOLD” Cash 
Bingo at the American Legion Post 166 
in Ocean City on Saturday, March 8.  

All proceeds benefit the local regis-
tered 501(c)(3) charitable organization 
providing emergency financial assis-
tance and items to meet basic needs for 
Worcester County residents living in 
low-income circumstances.  

Doors open at 1 p.m. and games run 

from 2 to 5 p.m. Tickets are $40 online 
at www.WorcesterGOLD.org or $45 at 
the door. The venue has limited seat-
ing, so advanced purchase is recom-
mended. Food and drink will be 
available for purchase. 

Attendees are encouraged to wear 
their favorite St. Patrick’s Day outfit 
and bring a “lucky charm”. Cash 
prizes, a photo backdrop, free give-
aways and a hilarious MC will be fea-
tured. Pull tabs and 50/50 raffle tickets 

will be available for purchase for even 
more chances to win. 

“We’re obsessed with bingo and 
can’t wait for our supporters to join us 
for some good old-fashioned fun with 
a St. Patrick’s Day twist”, said GOLD 
Executive Director Nicholas Cranford. 
“The success of this event is crucial to 
our goal to meet the growing need for 
GOLD’s emergency assistance pro-
gram. What could be better than help-
ing a deserving neighbor while getting 

a chance to win a cash prize?” 
Must be 18 or older to participate 

and no alcohol is permitted. Worces-
ter County GOLD is a local nonprofit 
organization improving the quality of 
life for Worcester County residents liv-
ing in low-income circumstances by 
providing emergency financial assis-
tance and items to meet basic needs. 
For more information, visit 
www.WorcesterGOLD.org or call 443-
235-6525. 
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Fri-Sun 11am-3pm 14403

Mon-Fri 9am-4pm, Sat 11am-3pm

M F i 9 4 S t 11 3

                                                                                                                                                  
                                                     

                                            

                                                        

                                                   

                                                                                   

                                                                  

                                                                                   

                                                                 

                                                                              

                                                                

                                                        

                                                            

                                                                 

                                               

                                                                       

                                                                     

                                                                                

                                                                   

                                                                           

                                                                              

                                                                         

                                                                              

                                                                         

                                                                   

Feb. 13 - 20
ADDRESS BR/BA STYLE PRICE AGENT/AGEN

on HarbourHerro r,, 120th St., Bayside 1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+  Condos, TToowns & SF -   Nanette Pavier/Holiday

3 Coastal Hwyy.. Unit B Sanibel Seas OC 3BR/3.5BA TToownhome frroom $675,000 Mary McCracken/Mary McCra

m 12346 Old Bridge Rd, WWeest OC 2BR/1BA Single Family frroom $179,900 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life 

m    12430 Old Bridge Rd, West OC  2BR/2BA Single Family frroom $284,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life 

01 Atlantic Ave., Unit 108 Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $699,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

8th St. #301 Island Brreeeze, Ocean City 3BR/2BA Condo $649,900 TTeerry Miller/Coldwell Ba

11 142nd Strreeet #213, Ocean City 1BR/1BA Condo $374,900 Laurreen Bunting/Coldwell 

r0 Worccester St., Unit 111, Ocean City 1BR/1BA Condo $319,900 The ABC TTeeam/Coldwell 

711 Mooring Road #5, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $495,000 Eileen Bumba/Long & Fos

27035 Bay Bluffff Road, Selbyville 6BR/3.5BA Single Family $1,150,000 Michele Pompa/Coldwell 

tlantic Ave. Unit 411, Diamand Beach, OC 1BR, 1.5BA Condo $440,000 Kim Bounds/Coldwell B

3rd St. #375C, Jockey Beach, Ocean City 1BR, 1BA Condo $254,900 Kim Bounds/Coldwell B

03 Atlantic Ave., Unit 301, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA Condo $1,499,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

ner Rd, Frankfor039 Peppers Cor rdd, DE 4BR/3BA/2 half BA Single Family $859,900 Rich DiFilippo/Keller Wi

01 Atlantic Ave., Unit 108 Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $699,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

308 McHenry Court, Ocean Pines 5BR/3.5BA Single Family $729,900 Shawn Kotwica/Coldwell 

52 Windjammer Road, Ocean Pines 3BR/1BA Single Family $365,000 Kim Heaney/BHHS Pen
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Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. 

Mon-Fri 9am-4pm, Sat 11am-3pm    

Friday 2-4pm 6201 Atlantic A

Sat-Mon 11am-1pm 16 138th St. #301 Island Br

Saturrdday 10am-Noon 11 142nd Str

Saturrdday 10:30am-1pm 210 W

Saturrdday 11am-1pm 711 Mooring Road #5, Ocean City 

Saturrdday 11am-1pm

Saturrdday 11am-1pm 3801 Atlantic A Kim Bounds/Coldwell Banker Realty

Saturrdday 11am-1pm 101 123r Kim Bounds/Coldwell Banker Realty

Saturrdday 11am-1pm 5603 Atlantic A Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Saturrdday 11am-2pm 34039 Peppers Cor Rich DiFilippo/Keller Williams Realty

Saturrdday Noon–2pm 6201 Atlantic A Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Saturrdday Noon-2pm 1308 McHenry Court, Ocean Pines Shawn Kotwica/Coldwell Banker Realty

Saturrdday 1-3pm 252 Windjammer Road, Ocean Pines Single Family $365,000 Kim Heaney/BHHS PenFed Realty

Saturrdday 1:30-3:30pm 5401 Coastal Hwyy.., Unit 204 Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $434,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Saturrdday 2-4pm 9 41st St. #125 Ocean Point III, Ocean City 1BR/1BA Condo $284,000 Eileen Bumba/Long & Foster Real Estate

Sunday 10am-Noon 2301 Philadelphia Avenue #305, Ocean City Studio Unit $209,900 Laurreen Bunting/Coldwell Banker Realty

Sunday 11am-1pm 6201 Atlantic Ave., Unit 108 Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $699,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Sunday 11am-3pm 9 46th Strreeet Unit 6, Old Wharf, Ocean City 1BR/1BA Condo $290,995 Steve Grreeen/Coastal Life Realty

Sunday Noon-2pm 5401 Coastal Hwyy.., Unit 204 Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $434,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Sunday 1:30-3:30pm 5603 Atlantic Ave., Unit 301, Ocean City 3BR/3.5 BA Condo $1,499,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
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Snapshots

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

BELIEVE IN TOMORROW DONATION 
National Honor Society members at Stephen Decatur High School presented $,1000 to Believe In Tomorrow representatives Mary Brown and Amanda 
Koontz after fundraising in the fall. The Stephen Decatur High School National Honor Society has been donating to Believe in Tomorrow Children’s 
House By the Sea since 2005. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

DORMAN HONORED 
The Ocean City-Berlin Optimist Club recently 
honored Charlie Dorman, left, former boat show 
chairman, for his dedication and years of serv-
ice in making the Optimist-sponsored Annual 
Seaside Boat Show the success it has become.  
Presenting the award is the current Boat Show 
Chairman Bill Brown.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

PERDUE FOUNDATION GIVES $100K 
The TidalHealth Foundation has announced a generous $100,000 donation from the Franklin P. 
and Arthur W. Perdue Foundation in support of the “Drive For Mobile Mammography” campaign. 
This significant contribution is one of the largest donations to the campaign and plays a critical 
role in helping the TidalHealth Foundation reach its ambitious $1 million goal in support of a mobile 
breast clinic, which is planned for an October launch. Pictured, front from left, are Carole Sizemore, 
Vice President, Total Rewards, Perdue Farms; Kim Nechay, Executive Director, Perdue Foundation; 
Kathryn Fiddler, Vice President, Population Health, TidalHealth and Jessica Hales, Vice President, 
Chief Philanthropy Officer, Foundation President, TidalHealth. Back, from left, are Perry Aulie, Pres-
ident, Perdue Agribusiness; Steve Leonard, TidalHealth President/CEO; and Charles Dolan, Vice 
President, Clinical Operations, TidalHealth. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

BFC VISITS CHURCH  
Members and leadership of the Berlin Fire Company each February attend the Sunday service at 
Stevenson United United Methodist to recognize the memory of former church and BFC Franklin 
Pennewell. Last Sunday marked the 90th year on the first Sunday in February that Pennewell’s 
passing was observed in his memory. Pennewell’s granddaughter was in attendance. The church 
gathered with the BFC after the service for a meal and fellowship.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

GARDEN CLUB OFFICERS INSTALLED 
The Worcester County Garden Club’s 2025-2027 officers were recently installed during a meeting and luncheon in the Clubhouse at the Ocean City Golf Club. Special guest Ann Street, Assistant 
Director, Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland District 1, did the installation. Pictured, from left, are Membership Chair Rebecca Galyon, Corresponding Secretary Jackie Davies, Recording Secretary 
Ellen Howse, Treasurer Martha Bennett, Second Vice President Jan King, First Vice President Pat Arata and President Susan Fletcher. Right, outgoing President Joan LaHayne was presented a floral 
arrangement by successor Fletcher.
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Thurs., Feb. 13 
VALENTINE’S CARD MAKING WEEK 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Visit the crafting table anytime this week 
to make Valentine’s Day cards. Ages 6-18 
years. 410-957-0878, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

STORY TIME: VALENTINES 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Songs, stories and crafts. For ages 0-5 
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

STORY TIME: ‘SLUG IN LOVE’ 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages 
0-5 years. 410-632-3495, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

A VALENTINE’S GIFT: THE EIGHT HABITS OF 
LOVE 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Also 
held via Zoom. This webinar focuses on 
developing a lifestyle defined by an open 
heart and an open mind. Registration re-
quired for zoom only. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

QUIT SMOKING & VAPING CLASS 
Gudelsky Family Medical Center, 10614 
Racetrack Road, Ocean Pines, 5-6 p.m. 
Participants receive one-on-one support, 
group support, weekly prizes and quit re-
sources. Register: 410-632-1100, Ext. 
1103 or www.worcesterhealth.org. 

POETRY & PIE 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5:30 
p.m. Learn why we love and hate poetry. 
Enjoy coffee and pie courtesy of the Ugly 
Pie. Registration required: 410-632-
3495. www.worcesterlibrary.org 

Fri., Feb. 14 
SEASIDE BOAT SHOW 
Ocean City Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau, 4001 Coastal Highway, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Featuring approximately 350 boats, 
more than 140 exhibitors, more than 50 
boat dealers, show specials and more. 
Admission cost is $10 for adults and $1 
for those 13 and younger. www.ocboat-
show.com, 410-250-0125 

KINDNESS CARDS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Be prepared for Random Acts of Kind-
ness Day on Feb. 17. Create a Kindness 
Card to share with someone you appreci-
ate. All materials provided. For families. 
410-641-0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

VALENTINE’S CARD MAKING WEEK 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Visit the crafting table anytime this week 
to make Valentine’s Day cards. Ages 6-18 
years. 410-957-0878, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

THRIFT SHOP VALENTINE SPECIAL - $5 BAG 
SALE 
Atlantic United Methodist Church Thrift 
Shop, 105 Fourth St., Ocean City, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Fill a huge shopping bag for 
$5. Debit/credit cards accepted with 
minimum purchase of $10. 410-289-
7430 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. 
Songs, rhymes, fingerplays and stories. 
For ages 0-2 years. 410-641-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

MAHJONG CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing 
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own 
tile set. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

HOMESCHOOL HANGOUT 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 11 a.m. 
STREAM activities and socialize with 
other homeschool families. For ages 6-11 
years. 410-632-3495, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB: ‘I KNOW  
WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS’ BY  
MAYA ANGELOU 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. 
Copies of the book are available at the li-
brary’s circulation desk. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

MARYLAND CRAB CAKE DINNER 
Stevenson United Methodist Church, 123 
N. Main St., Berlin, 4-6 p.m. One crab 
cake sandwich platter cost $14; two crab 
cake sandwich platter, $24; and one crab 
cake sandwich, $10. Platters include 
green beans, baked potato and Cole slaw. 
Eat in or carryout. Bake table. 

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO 
Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901 
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s 
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo 
starts at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available 
before bingo and at intermission. 410-
524-7994 

Sat., Feb. 15 
SEASIDE BOAT SHOW 
Ocean City Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau, 4001 Coastal Highway, 10 a.m.-6 

p.m. Featuring approximately 350 boats, 
more than 140 exhibitors, more than 50 
boat dealers, show specials and more. 
Admission cost is $10 for adults and $1 
for those 13 and younger. www.ocboat-
show.com, 410-250-0125 

WINTER PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT 
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean 
City. Part of the 2025 Eastern Shore Pick-
leball Addicts Tournament Series. 
https://pickleballtournaments.com/tour-
naments/ocean-city-winter-pickleball-
tournament-2025-part-of-the-2025-espa
-tournament-series 

WALK WITH A DOC 
Southgate Pond, Race Track Road, Ocean 
Pines, 9-10 a.m. An AGH representative 
will host a brief discussion about a health 
topic, then lead the group for a walk 
around the park’s trail. First 10 to arrive, 
receive a $10 Walmart gift card. 410-641-
9268 

THRIFT SHOP VALENTINE SPECIAL - $5 BAG 
SALE 
Atlantic United Methodist Church Thrift 
Shop, 105 Fourth St., Ocean City, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Fill a huge shopping bag for 
$5. Debit/credit cards accepted with 
minimum purchase of $10. 410-289-
7430 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH SPOTLIGHT: 
GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. 
Learn about one of our nation’s leaders in 
inventions and about his promotion of al-
ternative crops through some fun activi-
ties. For ages 6-11 years. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

OC FILM FEST KICK OFF PARTY 
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 6-
8 p.m. Please join us for a night of se-
lected short films from the OCFF Season 
9 catalog as well as the grand reveal of 
our 2025 poster design by artist Ian Post-
ley! Content not rated by MPAA. 410-
524-9433 

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 
Ocean Parkway, 9 a.m. to noon. Shop for 
everything from fresh local produce to 
unique handmade artisan goods. Open to 
the public. 

Sun., Feb. 16 
SEASIDE BOAT SHOW 
Ocean City Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau, 4001 Coastal Highway, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Featuring approximately 350 boats, 
more than 140 exhibitors, more than 50 
boat dealers, show specials and more. 
Admission cost is $10 for adults and $1 
for those 13 and younger. www.ocboat-
show.com, 410-250-0125 

WINTER PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT 
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean 
City. Part of the 2025 Eastern Shore Pick-
leball Addicts Tournament Series. 
https://pickleballtournaments.com/tour-
naments/ocean-city-winter-pickleball-
tournament-2025-part-of-the-2025-espa
-tournament-series 

OCEAN CITY LUXURY WEDDING EXPO 
Hilton Garden Inn Ocean City Ocean-
front, 2800 Baltimore Ave., 12-3 p.m. 
Vendors, giveaways and exclusive offers. 
Admission cost is $10 in advance or $15 
at the door. 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ocean-
city-luxury-wedding-expo-tickets-
1053210102769?aff=oddtdtcreator, 
410-390-3937 

BERLIN FLEA MARKET 
Sundays - Uptown Emporium Parking 
Lot, 13 S. Main St., Berlin, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Vendor opportunities available. 
Julie, 410-726-9012; Bill, 410-629-9656 

SEWING FOR A CAUSE 
Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian 
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30 a.m. 
to noon. Learn how to sew while making 
a difference. 410-641-0234 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10 
a.m. www.jw.org 

Mon., Feb. 17 
T.O.P.S. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169 
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference 
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 5-
6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is a 
weekly support and educational group 
promoting weight loss and living a 
healthy lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-641-
0157 

BRIDGE 
Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center, 
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30 
p.m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-3971. 
www.Worcoa.org/oceancity 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community Cen-
ter, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
All ladies who love to sing invited. Mary, 
410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-7062. 

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
Mondays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100 

Tues., Feb. 18 
GENEALOGY WORKSHOP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 

Continued on Page 28

Calendar Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com 
by 5 p.m. Monday.  All community-related activities will be 
published at no charge.
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Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. The 
workshop starts with a 20-minute lesson 
on genealogy research, followed by a 
Q&A. Bring a laptop, tablet or papers 
containing family information. Registra-
tion requested: 410-208-4014. 

STORY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. Sto-
ries, songs and fingerplays featuring sea-
sonal themes designed to support early 
literacy skills. Geared for ages 0-5 years. 
410-641-0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

STORY TIME: BLAST-OFF TO SPACE 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 301 Market St., 10:30 a.m. 
Songs, stories and crafts. For ages 0-5 
years. 410-957-0878, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Songs, rhymes and stores. Stay after 
to socialize with other families. For ages 
0-2 years. 410-632-3495 

OC KNITTING GROUP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet? Bring 
whatever project you happen to be work-
ing on. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD: SYMBOLS AND 
SIGNS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m. 
Learn about the secret meanings of the 
Underground Railroad quilts. Create col-
orful wall hangings using these inten-
tional graphics. Registration required:. 
410-524-1818. www.worcesterlibrary.org 

GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSION 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2:30 p.m. 
The group is currently reading from Book 
6 of the Great Conversations Anthology. 
The focus will be on &quot;The Man Who 
Could Work Miracles&quot; by H. G. 
Wells. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

COMIC BOOK CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m. 
Learn about comics and create your own. 
No experience required. For ages 6-11 
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

BEACH HEROES-OC 
Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up 
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round. 
Trash bags, grippers and gloves provided. 
Check the Facebook page “Beach Heroes-
OC” for weekly meeting locations. All are 
welcome. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-

vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7 
p.m. www.jw.org 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health De-
partment, 9730 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 
3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly support 
and education group promoting weight 
loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-289-4725 

OC KNITTING CLUB 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m. 

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE 
Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and oth-
ers interested in watching or learning 
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info: 
TangobytheBeach.com. 

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS 
Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th 
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with 
optional light weights. 
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com 

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS 
GROUP 
Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral, 11021 
Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m. Use the 
weight loss program/app/plan of your 
choice. Free and open to everyone. 410-
641-4882, www.htcanglican.org/activi-
ties. 

Wed., Feb. 19 
BARIATRIC SUPPORT GROUP 
Online Zoom call held the third and 
fourth Wednesday of each month. For 
surgical patients. Atlantic General 
Bariatric Center, 410-641-9568 

EASTERN SHORE SEWISTS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10 a.m. Pro-
moting the needle arts through sewing 
education, activities and textile crafts. 
For artisans of all skill levels. 410-641-
0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. 
Songs, stories and giggles. For ages 0-2 
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

SENSORY STAY AND PLAY 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Learn through exploration, curiosity 
and creativity. Get ready to squish, build, 
splash, shake and scoop through several 
fun stations. For ages 0-5 years. 410-524-
1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BACKGAMMON CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Drop in for a game of Backgammon, 
whether you’re an expert or want to re-
fresh your skills. Beginners welcome. 

410-208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

PUZZLE SWAP 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1-5 p.m. Bring 
your gently used puzzles and leave with a 
new-to-you puzzle. Don’t have a puzzle 
but want one? That’s OK too. All puzzles 
swapped must be in their original box. 
410-641-0650 

BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
John H. “Jack” Burbage, Jr. Regional 
Cancer Care Center, 9707 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin, 1-2 p.m. For survivors and 
current patients battling breast cancer. 
Women Supporting Women, 410-548-
7880 

TRIVIA WITH JIM MECKLEY: HIT AND MISS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 3 p.m. Come 
test your knowledge. Prizes and refresh-
ments provided. Admission is free and 
there is no registration necessary. 410-
208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

STORYTELLERS THEATER TROUPE 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5 p.m. 
Theater activities like improv, memoriza-
tion, public speaking and learning about 
theater. For ages 6-18 years. 410-632-
3495, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING 
Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. Doors 
open at 7:30 a.m. Third Wednesday 
meetings are offsite and information can 
be found on the website and Facebook. 
www.kiwanisofopoc.org. 

ONGOING EVENTS 
FREE IN-PERSON TAX PREPARATION 
Takes place through April 15. By appoint-
ment only, call 443-584-5661 or online at 
the following sites. 
• Mondays at the Ocean Pines library, 
www.tinyurl.com/t8km843p 
• Tuesdays at the Berlin library, 
www.tinyurl.com/2rvvha2y 
• Saturdays at the Ocean City library, 
www.tinyurl.com/3bt6ujx7.  
The program is open to taxpayers of all 
ages. AARP membership is not required. 
Find sites near you: 
aarpfoundation.org/taxaide. 

BUS TRIP - BARNES FOUNDATION 
Join the Art League of Ocean City and 
Robinson Fellow - Jenn Carter for a bus 
trip to the Barnes Foundation in 
Philadelphia, PA on Feb. 20, 8:30 a.m to 
7:30 p.m. Cost is $95 for Art League of 
Ocean City members and $115 for non-
members. Tickets: 
https://canvas.artleagueofoceancity.org/
classes/2186 

BUS TRIP - WASHINGTON CAPITALS VS.  
EDMONTON OILERS 
Capital One Arena in Washington, D.C., 
Feb. 23, game time is 1 p.m. Depart from 

the Ocean Pines Community Center at 
8:30 a.m. Cost is $135 and includes 
ticket, transportation and food package 
(unlimited beer and wine for the first two 
periods of the game). No glass or alcohol 
allowed on bus. Tickets: 410-641-7052. 

BUS TRIP TO PHILADELPHIA FLOWER 
SHOW 
Takes place at the Philadelphia Conven-
tion Center on March 1. Depart from the 
Ocean Pines Community Center at 8:30 
a.m. Featuring a day of stunning floral 
gardens, unique plants and artistic dis-
plays. Enjoy shopping, live music, enter-
tainment and learning opportunities. Cost 
is $80 and includes transportation and 
show ticket. Reservations: 410-641-7052. 

PHILLIES VS DODGERS BUS TRIP 
Bus departs from Ocean Pines Commu-
nity Center at 8:30 a.m. on April 6 for 
Citizens Bank Park. Game time is 1:35 
p.m. Cost is $85 and includes transporta-
tion and ticket. Tickets: Ocean Pines 
Recreation & Parks, 410-641-7052. 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH COLLAGE 
Pocomoke library, 301 Market St. Drop in 
anytime during February and add pic-
tures, words, poems and anything inspir-
ing to the collage featuring famous Black 
Americans. For families. 410-957-0878 

TEENY ARTS 
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington St., 
during February. A themed craft program 
available in the teen section all month 
long. February Teeny Art is “Post-It Art 
Show.” For ages 12-18 years. 410-632-
3495 

TEEN TIMESHARE 
Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
during February, 3 p.m. to close. Drop in 
and create a seasonal craft or study for a 
test in your own teen area. For ages 12-18 
years. 410-208-4014 

FEBRUARY INSPIRATION CHALLENGE 
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington St., 
during February. Art, photography or po-
etry competition for all ages. Pieces will 
be displayed in the library for viewing 
and voting by age bracket. The theme is 
“Fantasy.” Due by Feb. 20. 410-632-3495 

QUEEN OF HEARTS 
Weekly virtual drawings on Tuesdays at 
5:30 p.m. Winner receives 60 percent of 
jackpot. www.opvfd.com/queen-of-
hearts. Sponsored by the Ocean Pines 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

2025 KIWANIS LOTTERY TICKETS ON SALE 
On sale every Saturday morning at the 
Ocean Pines Farmers Market from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. One $20 ticket is good for all 
365 drawings in 2025. Benefits the youth 
of the community. 

OCEAN CITY-BERLIN ROTARY CLUB 
Meets the first and third Wednesday of 
each month at Don’s Seafood & Chop 
House at the South Gate of Ocean Pines, 
6 p.m. ocberlinrotary@gmail.com 

Continued from Page 27
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NOW HIRING! 
PT Dental Hygienist 

for busy office in 
Ocean City, MD 

Please call 410-213-1032. 
 

DEPENDABLE CAREGIVER 
needed for disabled Senior. 
Light housework, hours & 

salary negotiable.  
References required.  

Fenwick, DE area.  
814-201-2601,  
leave message 

SPEEDWORLD 
Small Engine Mechanic. 

Year-round.  
Wage starts at $15/hr & up 

based on experience.  
Benefits available. 
443-754-1047 

 

HVAC INSTALLER/SERVICE 
TECHNICIAN 

Local company based in 
Berlin. Starting at $25/hr. 
Salary dependent upon  

experience. PTO, paid major 
holidays and 401K benefits. 

443-944-1054 
Jessheinhvac@gmail.com 

JOLLY ROGER 
FT POOL MAINTENANCE 

Inspecting & assessing  
condition of pool equipment, 

performing minor & major  
repairs, documenting all pool 

maintenance & repair  
activities for record keeping. 
Outdoor work, lifting heavy 
objects. Mechanical, basic 

pool pump & motors. CPO a 
plus/must be able to pass 

CPO test. Includes  
weekends and long hours. 
Wages start at $15/hr & up 

based on experience.  
Benefits available.  
410-289-4902  

Ask for Suzanne. 

 

RENTALS 

SUMMER SEASONAL 
RENTAL 

1BR / 1 bath, 
47th St., Ocean block 
Kitchen, A/C and pool. 

$12,500 for 4 months and 1 
day. This includes all utilities. 
There is an extra, refundable 

$800 sec. dep. 
Call OCVacations -  

410-524-0295 
 

SUMMER SEASONAL 
Modern Condo 1BR/1BA 

Bayside, off 123rd St.  
2 queen beds, furnished, full 

kitchen, washer/dryer, 
POOL, parking.  

Next to bars & restaurants, 
Near Northside Park (70 

acres). PROFESSIONALS 
ONLY, max. 2 renters.  
NO pets or smokers.  

$11K + sec. dep. & utilities. 
Email: 

jimreeves99md@gmail.com 

YR RENTAL 
Move-In Ready 
4BR, 3BA, W/D 

Horn Island Drive 
West Ocean City 

Call 410-449-1434. 

Seeking YR & Seasonal 
Rentals!  

Call Howard Martin Realty 
410-352-5555. 

 

FOR RENT  
YR TOWNHOME  

3BR, 2 1/2BA. Furnished, 
modern appliances, washer 
and dryer. Newport Bay Dr., 

Bayside on canal.  
$2,300 monthly, no pets.  

Call 410-848-1767. 
Dougherty35@aol.com 

 

 

COMMERCIAL 

Commercial Space  
Available 

South Gate Ocean Pines 
1500 sq. ft. Retail/Office 

Call for details 
410-430-3758 

 

2 Office/Retail Spaces  
available in West Ocean  

City. Approximately        
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.   

Call 443-497-4200 

Commercial Space  
for Lease.  

2-3 Units available, can be  
divided or joined. Approx. 

800-1000 sq. ft. ea.  
Busy major road in  

Town of Berlin.  
Call 443-880-8885 

Industrial Space 
Yard and Storage Shed.  

Approx. 10x25+/-  
Route 90/Bishopville.  
Call 443-497-4200. 

 

SERVICES 

LARRY’S HANDYMAN 
SERVICE  

No job too small. Entrance 
doors, interior doors, storm 

doors, shower doors, drywall 
repairs and paint, laminate 

floors, interior paint.  
Over 40 years of carpentry 

experience. Please call 
Larry, 410-251-9066 

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTED RENTALS RENTALS COMMERCIAL

SERVICES

Call 410-723-6397 
by Monday 5 p.m.

M A R K E T P L A C E

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch & 
Bayside Gazette each week and online at  
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com
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COMMERCIAL

O r d e r  Y O u r  C l a s s i f i e d s  O n l i n e !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends

OC Today-Dispatch

www.octodaydispatch.com

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $20/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

 

 
Currently Hiring Manpower For: 

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters 
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics 

Concrete Work  
o Experience preferred. 
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license   
   are a plus. 
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits  
   package available.   

Please Apply Online:  
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers   

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals  

We Welcome Pets 
7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700 

www.holidayoc.com

Classifieds  
410-723-6397 
Deadline is  

Monday @ 5pm

YEARLY RENTALS 
WEST OCEAN CITY 

  
PETS WELCOME 

  
2 Bedroom / 1 Bath 

Laundry on premises. 
 

877-289-1616 
www.bbapartmentsoc.com

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

SERVICES

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK
Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-977-5719 

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net!  Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On- 
Demand Movies, Plus Limited 
Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-407-
6870 

FOR SALE 
Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-993-0969 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move. 

VEHICLES WANTED 
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/ 
RV - Lutheran Mission Society 
of MD Compassion Place 
ministries help local families 
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA li-
censed #W1044.  

410-228-8437  
www.CompassionPlace.org 

REAL ESTATE 
We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-866-541-7929 

SERVICES 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228  

www.dental50plus.com/ 
MDDC #6258 

MISC./OTHER

Standing stiff and chill, 
Blackbirds to replace the 

leaves, 
All rooted in prayer! 

He knows each of them, 
And blessed them with life!

SEASONAL 
WEEKLY 
RENTALS  

Burgandy Inn 
1210 Philadelphia Ave. 

410-289-8581

YR RENTAL 
AVAIL. IMMED.  

2BR, 1BA  
W/D, Dog ok 
Robin Dr, OC 

Call/text  
703-819-7400

NOW HIRING!  
• BARTENDER  

Call Pam 
410-726-7061 

or apply within 
56th Street

WEST OC HOUSE 
FOR SALE  

$415,000 
10333 Tudor Road 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath 

Porch, large yard, new 
HVAC system, 1344 sq. ft.  
Contact Spencer Cropper 

Attorney for Owner 
410-723-1400

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

Looking for  
FULL TIME HELP 

Willing to train.  
Must have a valid  
Driver's License. 
Wages based on  

experience. 
410-726-1717
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BaysideOC.com

Call Today 302-259-1469 
www.AbsoluteFirstResponse.com 

• Carpet 
• Tile & Grout 
• Upholstery 
• General Cleaning 
• Beach Vacation Rental Cleanings 
• Residential & Commercial 
  Cleanings

Licensed and Insured

CARPET CARE & EXT. CLEAN, LLC

CLEANING SERVICES

THE 
HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs 
“WE DO IT ALL”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • MHIC 17433 
“A Family Tradition Since 1935” 
410-893-9707

• Roofing Repairs 
• Roof Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing • 
• Deck Repairs •

• Rain Gutters 
• Gutter Guards 

• Screening 
• Painting 

• Staining 
• Caulking

PARRISH
HANDYMAN SERVICES
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H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans
Administration 

Approved Contractor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
 
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
 
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTORY
cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES

LANDSCAPING

Lawncare, Landscaping & Hardscapes 
• Winter Cleanup 
• Spring Ready 
• Mulch 
• Planting 
• Stone Driveways 
• Patio & Walkway  
• Custom Landscape 

FREE ESTIMATES 
410-430-7543MHIC #12398     MDA #30202

Sh
orescapes

LANDSCAPINGhome improvement

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Let’s schedule your Fall & Winter Projects!

We accept MC/Visa 
(410) 641-3762

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The Area’s #1 Moving Company
BUDGET MOVERS

40+Years in Business                                                  Licensed & Insured

LOCAL • ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial

Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move 
Single Item or Certain Items or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers

MOVING SERVICES MVA LICENSED

PAINTING

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PAINTING

Ceramic • Marble • Glass • Installations 
Specializing in Showers and Bath Renovations

John 
443-497-1351

Free Estimates / Insured 
C.S.G.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

mental health

Island Care Mental Health  
Mary Deborah Wilson 

PMHNP  
Avoid the Delays 

Medication & Therapy 
MD DE Lic.     410-641-5190

MENTAL HEALTH

D E N TA LDENTAL

410-430-3490 • LMSPlumbingandgas.com

Plumbing  
and Gas, LLC 

MD 20283 Insured

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

We do it all from   
ground work to  
rough in to final 
trim & fixtures.

We Install:  
Faucets/Sinks • Showers/Tubs/Toilets 

Water Heaters • Water/Sewer Lines   
Winterization Packages • Repairs

PLUMBING
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DIRECTORY

POWERWASHINGAtlantic Coast Powerwashing ServicesAtlantic Coast Powerwashing Services

all services     
           w/this ad!

Hot Water, Powerwashing &  
Soft Wash Systems

• Decks • Docks • Houses  
• Restaurants •  Shopping Centers  

• Roofs  • Deck Staining • etc. 
MHIC 97081 

OC 34629 • DE 2004 222 381 
Licensed & Insured

410-603-3400 
Joe Beran/Owner Operator 
acms1st@gmail.com

Commercial & Residential 
Complete Exterior Cleaning

Year round  
services 

w/yearly & 
seasonal  rates

Reasonable 

Rates

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH ROOFING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement  
Specialist Since 1989

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946 
9240 Peerless Rd. • Bishopville, MD 

mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com •  www.shoresidingmd.com

ROOFING & SIDING

ROOFING • SIDING • DURADEK • WINDOWS • GUTTERS

*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

ROOFINGPRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services 

PRINTING & DESIGN
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Sat: 10am 2pm
Sun: Closed
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