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AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH

Members of the Rho Kappa History Honor Society recently visited first-grade classrooms at Ocean City Elementary, Showell Elementary and Buckingham
Elementary schools to share the inspiring story of Ruby Bridges in honor of African American History Month. Through this program, they helped young
students learn about courage, perseverance, and the importance of history.
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OPA OK’s $12.8 million budget

Created from bottom up,
plan reflects ‘foundation of
our strategy, Heavner says

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 27, 2025) The Ocean Pines
Association Board of Directors unan-
imously approved the fiscal year
2025-2026 budget at the commu-
nity’s regularly scheduled meeting
last Saturday.

The final spending plan includes
revenues and  expenses  of
$12,846,393 and sets the basic non-
water assessment rate, which consists
of 6,775 lots, at $875 (up from $850).

The assessment rate for the 78 lots

Kozma Jewelry & Coins

classified as non-water/ estate is
$1,313; the 1,361 water lots will have
an assessment of $1,515 (from
$1,465).

The assessment for the six water/
estate lots is $2,273, and the 288
water/ non-bulkhead lots will have
an assessment of $965. The sole
water/non-bulkhead/ estate lot as-
sessment is $1,448.

“The budget approval vote is the
culmination of a well-designed and
proven process by [OPA General
Manager] John Viola and his opera-
tional staff,” OPA Board of Directors
member Jeff Heavner said. “This
process provided transparency
throughout multiple opportunities
for opinion. This beautiful, bottom-
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We specialize in creating custom-designed jewelry that is as unique as you are.

Create a custom piece, update your current jewelry, or simply explore our collection.

up balanced budget is the foundation
of our strategy ... to ensure Ocean
Pines remains a premier community
with exceptional value and quality of
life.”

The budget was created with input
and collaboration from Viola and his
staff, the OPA Budget and Finance
Committee and public feedback.

This included a Feb. 5 budget town
hall, where homeowners had the op-
portunity to ask questions and ex-
press their concerns. The work
towards completing the financial doc-
ument began last September.

During this year’s budget process,
a point of contention was the intro-
duction of a single racquet center mem-

See OP BOARD Page 11
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Speed cams
catch more
than 9,000

Berlin’s system recorded
more 3,000 in one month

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 277, 2025) The speed cameras
implemented in Berlin last summer
have been successful in reducing
speeding on Flower Street and Sea-
hawk Road, officials said this week.

Each apparatus has two camera
heads, for a total of six among the
three locations of Flower Street at
Railroad Avenue, Flower Street at
Peach Lane, and Seahawk Road near
Stephen Decatur High School, and
records when drivers’ speed ticks past
12 mph over the posted legal limit of
25 mph.

All cameras were live in August.
That month, the devices picked up
3,113 speeding violations. That figure
has steadily decreased, and in De-
cember, the safety technology
recorded 926 incidents of drivers
going 37 mph or over. In total, from
July-December, there 9,084 speeders
issued tickets.

See CAMERAS Page 11

New meeting
space for OP?
Well, maybe

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 27, 2025) Ocean Pines lead-
ership will consider a new multi-pur-
pose meeting space, provided a cost
analysis, drawings, and blueprints
are compiled.

Per a unanimous vote by the
Ocean Pines Association’s Board of
Directors, General Manager John
Viola will prepare estimates of cost,
drawings and blueprints of “appro-
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Property tax revenue picture clears for county

Maryland releases constant
yield rates ahead of county,
municipal budget sessions

By Bethany Hooper
Associate Editor

(Feb. 27, 2025) The county and its
municipalities received a first look at
the constant yield tax rates that will
guide budget discussions for the com-
ing fiscal year.

Last week, the Maryland Depart-
ment of Assessments and Taxation no-
tified the state’s counties and
municipalities of the tax rate that
would be needed to produce the same
revenue as the year prior. Known as the
constant yield tax rate, the figure is
based on the new assessed value of tax-
able properties in a jurisdiction.

Simply put, as assessments rise, for
example, the tax rate should drop so

that the revenue derived from the
property tax stays the same.

This appears to be the case for
Worcester County and its municipali-
ties, which saw net assessable real
property bases rise in 2025.

In Ocean City, for example, this
year’s assessable base increased from
$10.8 billion to $12.1 billion. While re-
sort properties were not reassessed for
this year, increases from the most re-
cent assessment are phased in over a
three-year period.

As a result, the new constant yield
tax rate is 39.58 cents per $100 dollars
of assessed value, or a figure lower than
the city’s actual tax rate of 44.26 cents.

It remains to be seen if Ocean City
will adopt the constant yield tax rate or
a different rate altogether. Prior to
2024, a jurisdiction could not set a tax
rate that exceeded the constant yield
tax rate without first advertising its in-

tent to do so, according to the Depart-
ment of Assessments and Taxation.
Now, a jurisdiction cannot set a tax rate
that exceeds the current taxable year’s
real property tax rate without adver-
tisement.

The good news is that primary resi-
dences are insulated by the Homestead
Tax Credit, which limits the increase in
taxable assessments each year to a
fixed percentage. In Ocean City, for ex-
ample, the Homestead cap is set at 0%.

In Worcester County, this year’s as-
sessable base increased from $19.5 bil-
lion to $21.4 billion, resulting in a
constant yield tax rate of 77.03 cents
per $100 of assessed value, the state re-
ports. That rate is lower than the actual
rate of 84.50 cents.

Berlin’s net assessable base also in-
creased this year, from $594 million to
$631 million. The actual tax rate is set
at 82.75 cents per $100 of assessed

value, and the constant yield tax rate is
calculated at 77.99 cents.

Moving farther south, Snow Hill re-
ported a $9.4 million increase in the
net assessable base, with an actual tax
rate set at 93.75 cents per $100 of as-
sessed value and the constant yield rate
set at 88.08 cents.

In Pocomoke, tax rates are divided
between owner-occupied properties
and nonowner-occupied properties.

For owner-occupied properties, the
net assessable base increased from
$146 million to $155 million, which re-
sulted in a constant yield rate of 88.02
cents per $100 of assessed value. The
actual tax rate is set at 93.75 cents.

For nonowner-occupied properties,
the net assessable base increased from
$172 million to $186 million, resulting
in a constant yield rate of $1.0466 per
$100 of assessed value. The current
rate is set at $1.1311.

Mayor breaks council

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 27, 2025) In a tie vote broken
by Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall, the
Town Council approved a property
owner’s request to purchase and fi-
nance four equivalent dwelling units
(EDUs) for an addition to a Bay Str-
reet housing complex.

At the municipality’s Monday, Feb.
24 meeting of the Mayor and Council,
the council authorized developer
Zachary Grauer to finance four EDUs
in his project to repurpose a vacant
structure on the north side of his Bay
Street parcel. The initiative would see
the construction of five new apart-
ment units. One unit will be a two-
bedroom space, while the remaining
four will be one-bedroom, at around
700 to 800 square feet.

The discussion, which examined
whether Grauer should be permitted
to finance the EDUs rather than pay
the $66,774 cost outright, was met
with spirited debate, resulting in a tie
that was broken by Tyndall. In the
case of a stalemate, the mayor is given
the authority to offer a vote by code.

Council members Steve Green and
Jay Knerr supported the project.
Council members Jack Orris and Vice
President Dean Burrell opposed the
motion, citing issues with the town’s
financing policy, using taxpayer
money to offer the loan and neighbor-
hood overpopulation.

While Council member Shaneka
Nichols was absent from Monday
night’s meeting and could not partic-
ipate in the vote, the mayor main-
tained that an earlier conversation
between the two revealed that she
had reservations regarding Berlin’s fi-
nancing policy.

In 2017, the town approved a pol-
icy that allows developers to finance

five or fewer EDUs over five years.
The motion earlier this week aligns
with the policy and permits Grauer to
finance four EDUs from the town for
$66,774 at 525 Bay Street. The devel-
oper is to pay a 10% deposit of $6,677
and be charged a 3% financing fee to
cover administrative and staff costs.

Despite disapproval from some
council members, the town has a
precedent for offering Grauer a fi-
nancing agreement, including previ-
ous deals with Sonrise Church,
Twisters, Renaissance Plaza, Straw-
berry Fields and others. Officials said
that the municipality has had success
with the policy.

“As far as I know, we haven’t had
any defaults or delinquencies,” Berlin
Administrator Mary Bohlen said.

Still, the discussion was met with
objection.

Burrell argued the proposed area is
“busting at the seams,” and more
housing units would increase traffic
and population congestion on Bay
Street.

He added he approves of the devel-
oper’s plan to construct these apart-
ments, but he does not believe it
should be completed using taxpayer
dollars. Instead, if the property own-
ers wished to proceed, they should be
solely responsible for the funding.

“The area is saturated now and is
overpopulated,” Burrell said. “This
project will add to that situation. I
think this project is detrimental to the
Town of Berlin. It will impact the
quality of life in neighboring areas...
This is your project, and I really do
believe that it should be completed on
your dime.”

Tyndall reminded the council and
the public that Grauer is not receiving
a price cut. Instead, he has agreed to
pay the full EDU cost within five

tie on EDU financing

years.

“[The developer is] not getting a
discount,” the mayor said. “He’s pay-
ing a premium for the EDU and just
doing it over a set period of time...
[He’s] not getting a gift from the tax-

payers.”

Tyndall and the two council mem-
bers who supported the motion em-
phasized that the project aligns with
the strategic plan objective of increas-

See COUNCIL Page 4
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‘Keep Berlin Cool’ effort seeks grant support

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 27, 2025) The Berlin Horti-
culture Advisory Committee will
move ahead with plans to apply for a
mini-grant from the Maryland
Coastal Bays Program for tree plant-
ings following the town council’s ap-
proval Monday.

The horticulture group will apply
for a grant from MCBP for a “Keep
Berlin Cool” tree-planting initiative.
The maximum request is $5,000, but
committee representatives do not
currently believe they will ask for the
full amount. The application includes
a one-page narrative with an attached
budget and is due by March 7.

“Trees are necessary, especially in
an urban setting, for habitats for our
birds and pollinators, for shade, and
for stormwater runoff,” horticulture

committee member Victoria Spice
said.

If the group is approved for the
grant, the project would include
planting native trees between private
residences, town-owned property,
and congregations. Town staff would
not be required to work on the initia-
tive. The horticulture team would
spearhead the program, creating site
plans and determining which trees
would be ideal for each particular
spot.

“The town would not be liable for
the maintenance of the tree or the
success of the tree’s growth,” Spice
said.

The committee member added
that the group would work with the
homeowner to designate the type of
trees. If they prefer a certain color or
species, as long as it’s native, the

planting could be tailored to the resi-
dent’s goal.

If awarded, MCBP will notify the
Berlin committee in April. Spice said
that the project would likely take
place in the fall, which is an optimal
time to plant trees. Zack Tyndall, the
town’s mayor, added that should the
initiative proceed, the group should
plan an appropriate distance between
the new flora and electrical lines.

“Plan for how far we should plant
[the trees] away from electrical lines
just to make sure that wherever they
plant, it won’t grow right into the
electrical line,” he said.

The grant is reimbursable. This
means that project leaders will be
able to purchase the necessary mate-
rials should they be given the finan-
cial go-ahead from MCBP, and they
will be able to invoice the nonprofit
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for the funds immediately.

Spice said that MCBP had the
funds secured for the mini-grant pro-
gram as of 3:30 p.m. Monday. How-
ever, she emphasized that the
program’s fate is uncertain, given the
Trump administration’s streak of
pulling this type of financial backing.

“[MCBP] does have the funding in
hand for the mini-grant program,”
Spice said. “Obviously, with the polit-
ical climate, that can get taken from
them, and at that point, they would
notify any folks awarded, halting
spending. They don’t think that’s a
possibility at this time, but it’s un-
known.”

The town council authorized the
horticulture team to apply for the
grant. The vote was unanimous.

Council to revisit
financing policy

Continued from Page 3
ing the town’s affordable housing.

“We have financed a lot of proj-
ects,” Green said. “... I feel that we
need to be consistent. To me, afford-
able housing is in the strategic plan
document ... we can’t pick and choose
what that means and what that looks
like. T don’t look at it as getting done
with taxpayer dollars. There’s no
harm to the residents. I think that we
are allowing affordable housing to
move forward.”

Orris argued that the town should
not be in the business of offering
loans.

“I am not sure this is a road we
should delve down to any further,”
the council member said. “We are not
a bank.”

However, given the current policy,
supporters of the Bay Street financing
maintain the project aligns with the
2017-approved guidelines. While it
would be easier for developers to pay
the entire sum at once, Tyndall said
that the standard is in place, and if it
is “palatable” for the property owners
to take advantage of it, then the gov-
erning group must honor that re-
quest.

“If we still stand by that policy,
then they are fitting squarely within
the mark,” the mayor said.

The EDU financing agreement was
ultimately approved Monday night.
However, to address the policy con-
cerns that emerged during the discus-
sion, the 2017 guidelines will be
reviewed at the March 24 Mayor and
Council meeting following a motion
by Orris.

“If you have language or alter-
ations to this policy, or if you feel it
needs to be removed entirely, that is
the direction that we need because it
sends the wrong message to the pub-
lic,” Tyndall said, addressing the
council.
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New meeting room suggestion to be explored

Continued from Page 1

priate renditions for a modular meet-
ing room that meets the needs of the
association for its annual meeting as
well as committee meetings,” a mo-
tion brought forward by board mem-
ber Steve Jacobs said.

The materials are to be available
for consideration by the start of the
fiscal year 2026-2027 budget prepa-
ration.

The vote at the body’s Saturday,
Feb. 22 meeting does not mean OPA
is bound to approve the project. Sim-
ply put, Viola and his team will con-
sider the feasibility of creating a new
area for official gatherings. The find-
ings will be available to guide the
board in the future if they wish.

If the board votes to move for-
ward, concrete planning or construc-
tion is three or four years out,
officials said.

“The information sought should
be comprehensive enough to address
the locations of a meeting room,
modular arrangement, space, and
parking arrangements, impact on
other activities, including for argu-
ment’s sake, the farmers market on
Saturdays, quality of acoustics,
video, and audio capabilities, assur-
ance of quality hybrid connections as
well as design and appropriate rea-
sonable outfitting of chairs and
workstations,” Jacobs said.

The board member added Viola
may also suggest changes to the cur-
rent Clubhouse Meeting Room. The
motion’s intent is to determine
whether constructing a new space
would make financial sense for the
association.

“The board seeks to compile infor-
mation to gauge the desirability, cost,
and workability of such an undertak-
ing,” Jacobs continued. “This is not
an attempt to vault a meeting room
ahead of other particular capital
budgets. It is simply to get it in the
queue for further consideration.”

The board member noted the
issue has come up in the past, yet a
viability analysis has never been
completed, halting any serious con-
sideration.

“No one has ever put together a
package that is worthwhile, so this is
a step to do that and will determine
where we are depending on our
budget needs and other demands for
our members and what we can finan-
cially support,” Jacobs said.

If the initiative eventually moves
forward, the new boardroom will al-
leviate the limitations of the current
Clubhouse Meeting Room.

Jacobs said that some work has
been done to improve the conditions
of the meeting space currently in use.
Panels were added to address
acoustic issues, for instance, but the
board member maintained that the
situation is still “cumbersome.”

He argued that the audience
sometimes sees things that the indi-

viduals leading the meetings cannot
and that there are audio lags and de-
lays when community members
watch virtually. Jacobs said that he
would defer to Viola and his staff to
determine if an entirely new room is
needed or if there is more to be done
to work with what is available. Still,
he said that if he had to take a posi-
tion, he believes a “room other than
[The Clubhouse]” is necessary.

The remainder of the board
agreed that a feasibility evaluation is
beneficial. Member Jeff Heavner
said the body “owes it to the associa-
tion to do our due diligence” to look
at all options and that the motion
“obligates us to nothing.” However,
he argued that neighborhood leader-
ship has not exhausted all possibili-
ties available to spruce up the
Clubhouse. He was asked “very re-
cently” to be part of a group that will
consider improvements to the exist-
ing facility.

OPA Board of Directors Secretary
John Latham said the group needs to
consider all possible choices, includ-
ing the cost of a new space and what
can be done with the current facility.
However, ongoing projects like the
new South Station Fire House, golf
course irrigation, and regular main-
tenance are the priority.

“I want to be clear that none of
this is at the expense [of other proj-
ects],” he said. “We have a fire de-
partment that is job one right now.
We have a racquet sports center; we
need to continue contributing to our
reserves, roads, bulkheads, and
drainage, so in my mind, these are
the things that are important to us...
I think there is no cost other than
time and evaluation...just to see what
the options could be for the future.
There’s no burning platform here for
us to move quickly on anything, but
it would be nice to know our op-
tions.”

OPA Board Vice President Rick
Farr added that preparing a cost
analysis and having drawings is a
“best practice” and that it’s a good
idea to get a budgetary baseline on
what a multipurpose space that could
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be used for committees, the board
and other membership functions
would entail.

“This gives us an estimate on the
cost moving forward,” he said. “If it’s
something we will put on the radar in
the next three or four years from
now, at least we have a baseline of
what this would cost for us.”

If the leadership eventually pro-
ceeds with the project, it could in-
clude constructing a large room with
ample seating, enough for 100 to 150
people for the annual meeting. It
may also have redesign capabilities
for smaller committee and board
gatherings. Some walls could be
opened, and others could be closed.
Jacobs described it as a “convertible
room.”

There was some community oppo-
sition to the motion.

During last week’s public com-
ments portion of the regular board
meeting, OPA resident Amy Peck ar-
gued that it is financially irresponsi-
ble of the board to consider a new
space when the community has “sig-
nificant expenses on the horizon.”

“This board has already funded
several costly, non-revenue produc-
ing projects, such as the Tiki Bar ex-
tension and electronic signs opposed
by the community,” Peck said. “Let’s
avoid adding a dedicated boardroom

to this list.”

Following the Feb. 22 assembly,
Peck wrote on Facebook that the
board considered a new meeting
space in 2023 that would hold 150
seats. She claimed it could cost be-
tween $450,000 and $600,000. The
board did not indicate a price esti-
mate at its gathering last week.

However, the 2023 discussions
were dropped because, according to
Peck, the idea was met with home-
owner pushback. The resident said
the town’s most recent town halls, a
Touch of Italy questions and answers
held at the community center and a
budget session at the Clubhouse
Meeting Room, had “plenty of space”
and that committees do not require
additional room.

“If OPA cannot afford amenity in-
creases in line with inflation, im-
prove road safety for pedestrians and
bikers, and afford a leaf truck, it
should not be able to afford an infre-
quently used, unnecessary new meet-
ing space,” Peck said. “It’s time to
tighten our belts and not spend fool-
ishly. I'm asking you to focus on
needs, not wants.”

Still, the board unanimously ap-
proved the motion to instruct Viola
to compile a cost estimate and draw-
ings and blueprints for a new meet-
ing room.
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Possible cell tower remains in talk phase

Police chief researching
possibility and locations,
but concerned with service

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 27, 2025) Officials said a po-
tential and controversial cell phone
tower is still possible for Ocean Pines,
yet the project is still in its earliest
stages.

At the community’s Saturday, Feb.
22, board of directors meeting, Ocean
Pines Police Chief Tim Robinson up-
dated the neighborhood on the poor
reception alleviation initiative. Robin-
son said he is part of the “driving com-
mittee” to try and find a solution to
abysmal cell phone service but that
any leads for a cell phone tower are
“still in the talking phase.”

“We’ve done nothing more than
talk to people on the telephone about
what is possible and what are the best
options,” Robinson said.

The chief said he has spoken to
“multiple contractors,” around three,
besides Milestone Towers, a vendor
referenced at previous meetings.
None of these companies have com-
pleted a site visit. According to Robin-
son, this could happen in the future,
but currently, officials are simply dis-
cussing what is possible regarding re-
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ception remediation, like constructing
a tower.

“Once we have a better idea of
where we’re going, we will hopefully
be doing a nice presentation for every-
body to see,” the police chief said. “We
are going to be very transparent with
this.”

A possible cell phone tower project
was first discussed among community
leaders publicly at a September OPA
Board of Directors meeting. The idea
was a new tower could improve slow
cell phone reception in the wooded
neighborhood, particularly during
holiday weekends and large gather-
ings.

“I realized it was an issue, espe-
cially when I could not make phone
calls to my wife from the grocery store
on July 4 weekend,” Robinson said in
September. “I was getting no signal.
In all seriousness, what worried me
the most was if someone had to call
911, which was their only opportunity,
they could not get through. If there is
no signal, you cannot get through.”

In November, Robinson said
Ocean Pines had communicated with
Milestone Towers, a potential cell
phone tower contractor.

The chief noted that if an agree-
ment was signed, the partner would
put up a tower at its expense and en-
sure all the necessary permits were

—
RYCE RIBS

12t0 4 PM

obtained. He added Milestone Towers
has built sites at three Wicomico
County high schools.

“If it is all good, once we sign the
contract, [Milestone Towers] will pay
a one-time fee prior to building the
tower, plus it will be a monthly 40%
revenue share for Ocean Pines,”
Robinson said at the time.

Officials said at the November
board meeting the project was in the
preliminary phase and no contract
had been signed or negotiated. Last
week, officials continued to emphasize
the initiative is still in the talking
stage, and they have had conversa-
tions with possible contractors out-
side of Milestone Towers.

At a board meeting in January, of-
ficials clarified the project’s status in
response to community chatter.

During last month’s gathering’s
public comments portion, resident
Dave Tanner criticized the potential
construction, inciting strong clarifica-
tion from community leaders that no
concrete plan is in place for a cell site.

“The Ocean Pines board needs to
put an immediate halt to discussions
with a contractor to erect a tower in
our community,” Tanner said. “Folks
chose to live in Ocean Pines because
of its natural beauty and the assurance
that no commercial structures will be
built in the neighborhood. Cell towers

degrade property values and may
have radio frequency health issues.”

OPA Board President Stuart Laker-
nick addressed Tanner’s statements,
arguing that, “There is no planned
construction; there is no planned site.
The only thing our chief decided to
look into was the safety issue of get-
ting through to 911. If you can’t call
911 without service, it is a safety issue.
But at this time, there is absolutely no
planned construction, no site, no con-
tractor.”

Officials last week continued to
maintain an Ocean Pines cell phone
tower may or may not be constructed
and that any definitive moves are still
far out. However, they are talking
about what is possible to address the
poor reception.

Robinson also addressed rumors
that any tower would be “gargantuan
and massive.” If the structure were to
be completed, the chief said it would
be discreet.

“One thing I want to be clear is that
nobody is more cognizant than T am of
the beauty and the view of Ocean
Pines...,” he said. “Some companies
we're talking about can look to see
how [a tower] can be disguised or
camouflaged, so we are very cognizant
of any possibilities we are doing, and
I want to stress that that is where
we’re at right now.”
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South Fire Station work in
OP expected to start in fall

Career firefighters will move
to North Station during
major construction project

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 27, 2025) The Ocean Pines
Association and the Ocean Pines Vol-
unteer Fire Department continue to
work toward a new South Fire Sta-
tion, with an estimated construction
start date of October, given the time-
line remains on track.

At the Ocean Pines Association’s
Board of Directors meeting on Satur-
day, Feb. 22, OPVFD President Joe
Enste, OPVFD Chief Joey Widgeon,
and OPA General Manager John Viola
updated the community on develop-
ments to the fire department’s new
South Station. This project will see the
construction of a new firehouse at the
South Station property, located at 911
Ocean Parkway, Ocean Pines.

Per workgroup meetings, which in-
cluded Widgeon, Enste, and OPA of-
ficials, the current site proposal
accounts for a 15,370-square-foot fa-
cility. This is a decrease from the ini-
tial 19,100-square-foot plan but with
an additional 760 square feet from a
previous determination of 14,610
square feet to increase the facility’s
functionality.

“When we started looking at the
fit-out, there were certain additional
spaces and realignments of hallways
to try to make ease of access during an
emergency in the evening so that our
career staff could get in and out with-
out having to go zig-zag through the
firehouse,” Enste said. “We had to
shift some of the interior walls, and
with that, it kind of limited the space
we had in other areas of the offices,
the kitchens, and the living quarters,
and so at that point, we realized we
needed to extend the building by
about 760 square feet.”

Fire officials delved into the pro-
ject’s finances. According to Enste,
the initiative has $1.7 million in
grants and bonds exclusively reserved
for the South Station. Of that, $1.3
million is already in a dedicated bank
account. The department also has
$750,000 through fundraising and
additional savings that will be used
for the new facility.

Enste said that as they continue to
outline the project, they are working
to ensure compliance with National
Fire Protection Association stan-
dards.

“With this being a firehouse, there
are certain NFPA standards that we as
a fire department have to meet, from
wind ratings to essentially being the
last building standing if there ever is
a catastrophic event, so that the fire
department can continue to respond
and provide help to the community,”
the fire official noted.

Additionally, initiative leads have
evaluated fit-out costs and transition
costs to ensure the department is able
to continue effective operations dur-
ing the interim period while the new
structure is being built.

“We also evaluated the transition
costs of what is going to be to have to
move out of the one firehouse and
continue operations so that the com-
munity is still fully protected,” Enste
said.

The workgroup has confirmed
pricing for the fire suppression, vehi-
cle extraction, and station alerting
systems. According to Enste, the ve-
hicle extraction system “essentially
plugs into all the fire apparatus to
make sure that every time that fire en-
gine or that medic unit starts, it’s
going to suck out all of the bad gases
and process it and put it back out into
the environment after it goes through
filters.”

“Right now, with our current sta-
tion, all those fumes and exhausts just
go on everything that is in that engine
bay, which is not great, especially in
the business that we are in, so that is
one thing that is going to be very im-
portant moving forward,” the fire
president added.

OPVFD’s career team will relocate
to the North Station during the con-
struction of the new South facility.
This move will help avoid any costs
associated with utilizing temporary
facilities, like trailers, which Widgeon
said cost approximately $140,000.

“We determined that moving to the
North Station made the most finan-
cial sense,” Widgeon said. “We could-
n’t justify spending nearly $140,000
on temporary trailers when we have
existing living quarters available.”

OPA Public Works will also pro-
vide the department with access to
additional space to ensure fire service
may continue.

Viola said that OPA and OPVFD
are working on the new station’s plans
with an architect. The general man-
ager maintained that the parties will
receive preliminary architectural
drawings by Feb. 28, with final plans
arriving in April. The association is
also determining funding options and
will seek board approval for a referen-
dum vote.

The referendum will align with the
2025 OPA Board of Directors election
this summer, allowing homeowners
to vote on funding the enhanced facil-
ity. If all remains on track, construc-
tion work will kick off in October. The
South Station is expected to be com-
pleted around early 2027.

“This has been a constructive and
productive team effort, with careful
consideration given to every dollar
spent,” Viola said.

Questions and inquiries about the
fire station project can be directed to
info@oceanpines.org.
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Berlin ends moratorium, explores new idea

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 27, 2025) The Berlin Town
Council has fully lifted the develop-
ment moratorium enacted last year,
allowing the planning office to again
receive and consider rezoning and an-
nexation requests.

The council also amended the mo-
tion to require the drafting of small
area plans specific to areas under con-
sideration for rezoning or annexa-
tion.

At the Berlin Mayor and Council’s
Monday, Feb. 24 meeting, the group
voted to entirely terminate the mora-
torium that was established last July
to pause certain actions of the plan-
ning commission, including final site
plan approval and rezoning and an-
nexation requests in the absence of a
full-time planning director following
the passing of former position holder
Dave Engelhart in April.

The temporary halt was extended
several times until January when the
council voted to expire the specific
ban on final site plan approval. Ryan
Hardesty, an experienced senior code
enforcement officer with the City of
Salisbury, was hired as the new acting
planning director.

The moratorium remained in ef-
fect for rezoning and annexations to
ease Hardesty into her role, which she

officially began at the beginning of
this month. At the Berlin Town Coun-
cil meeting Monday, the governing
body elected to finally lift the ban
fully, now allowing the planning
group to review annexations and re-
zoning requests, in addition to final
site plans. The vote was unanimous,
with council member Shaneka
Nichols absent.

Part of Monday’s vote was to also
require the drafting of small area
plans specific to spaces under consid-
eration for rezoning and annexation
requests. The new modification would
extend the timeline for these asks. Re-
zonings are currently given an esti-
mated 60 to 90 days. With the small
area plan, this would be extended to
150 to 180 days. Annexations would
be pushed from six to nine months to
nine to 12 months with the new small
area plan requirement.

“You are not going to be able to
produce that small area plan quickly;
there is a period of time,” planning
consultant Rick Baldwin said. “
While the normal rezoning process is
in that 60 to 90 days just for notifica-
tions and public meetings, you have
more work to do, and more time must
be requested. Just trying to give you a
reasonable time frame ... and to find
a way not to have a moratorium but
not be overwhelmed.”
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According to Baldwin, small area
plans will allow rezonings and annex-
ations to proceed. Preparing these
guidelines will give town officials an
opportunity to determine the impact
of the decisions regarding these re-
quests so they may align with Berlin’s
values.

The town also wants to update its
comprehensive plan, which was last
updated in 2010. Given that the doc-
ument is 15 years old, its lack of up-
grades over the years could
complicate land-use decisions today.
Baldwin maintained that the State of
Maryland requires local jurisdictions
to maintain an up-to-date compre-
hensive plan to guide rulings, like an-
nexations and rezonings. The small
area plans would be incorporated as
amendments to the larger, overall
comprehensive plan.

“In essence, we are kind of [ap-
proving rezonings and annexations
without a comprehensive plan], with
ours being so outdated,” Berlin Mayor
Zack Tyndall said. “...we cannot con-
tinue to move forward in our plan-
ning department without the tools
that we need...The small area plan
gives the Mayor and Council and the
planning commission the ability to
analyze more information about the
impacts of such a change before you
act on that type of request.”

The mayor added that the munici-
pality will incorporate enhancements
to a comprehensive plan during the
upcoming budget process and is look-
ing to hire a consultant to manage the
project. It’s estimated based on other
municipalities the cost to hire a con-
sultant to lead the process could cost
$150,000.

“Once that small area plan is com-
pleted, it should be viewed as an
amendment to your comprehensive

plan,” Baldwin said. The consultant
added that “these would be portions
of that much larger plan so you can be
consistent with the state’s desire” and
align with Berlin’s values today.

The small area plan will provide a
clearer picture as town officials work
to make these land-use decisions.

“What we're asking with this small
area plan is that it will kind of take the
information that exists and then up-
date it so we have an idea of whatever
the request is to change,” Tyndall
said. “This is the material that is fresh
and current, and then what I'm hear-
ing from [Baldwin] is that it will then
be added as a new action step or a
new piece of information within the
comprehensive plan.”

Councilmember Steve Green
agreed with the decision to move for-
ward with the small area plan re-
quirement, emphasizing that it’s time
to end the moratorium in full, and
this process will allow for that.

“I like the strategy because I do
think it’s time to lift the moratorium,
but I don’t want to put the team back
in square one without the correct
tools in the box,” he said.

Under the new requirement, when
rezoning and annexation requests are
brought forward, staff will develop
the small area plans and present them
to the planning commission with the
request, along with a staff memo and
recommendation.

“It doesn’t change the flow of the
process; it adds information that is
available when the planning commis-
sion makes their recommendation
and this body approves,” Tyndall said.
“...It’s trying to think about that re-
quest holistically and how it might
impact the neighborhoods or adjacent
parcels and provide more information
to the bodies.”

Md. Coastal Bays Program
offers senior scholarships

(Feb. 27, 2025) The Maryland
Coastal Bays Program (MCBP) will be
offering three scholarships valued at
$1,000 each to qualifying high school
seniors from Worcester County Public
Schools interested in a future in the
environmental field.

They are seeking applicants who
are pursuing a four-year or two-year
college or university, trade school, or
Corps position with a focus on the en-
vironmental field.

“We did not want to restrict these
scholarships to those students apply-
ing to 4-year universities. Gateways
into the environmental world can take
different paths, and that might in-
clude not attending college at all,”
said Liz Wist, Education Coordinator
at the Maryland Coastal Bays Pro-
gram.

To be eligible for the Coastal Bays
Scholarship Program, applicants
must be a student in the Worcester
County Public School system, gradu-
ating high school in the spring of
2025, and must submit a completed
application including two essay ques-
tions that will provide the opportunity
for the applicant’s voice to be heard.

“The essay portion of the applica-
tion is the most determining element
of the application. It’s a chance for us
to hear about the applicant’s interest
and passion for the environment, and
the impact it has had on their own
lives,” said Wist.

Applications for the scholarship
are due by Friday, April 4. To read
more about this new scholarship pro-
gram, please visit https://mdcoastal-
bays.org/funding-opportunities/
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WPS Junior Ring Ceremony

The annual Junior
Ring Ceremony took
place at Worcester
Preparatory School
on Feb. 6. It is tradi-
tion that seniors
present the juniors
with their class
rings along with a
few insightful com-
ments as to why the
recipient is special
4 h to them. The Ring
\ .{ \ q Ceremony is always
iy mw ' an inspiring event
il N showing the bond
'"‘\'.‘,‘\F\"n' ) and friendship be-

i \ tween peers.
= i . 1 , ; T _ i MH""H’"H i “H"ﬁh SUBMITTED PHOTOS/
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Class of 2026 students stand with their alumni parents. Pictured, front from left, are Lena Parker 1 ﬂ WY \| i ‘\\.\

and her mother Linsey Parker '94, and Preston Adkins with his father Law Adkins '93; and, back, I
are Beckett Green and his father Steve Green '93, and Jake Campbell with his mother Erika Camp-

bell '88 WPS junior Jake Timmons celebrated with his parents, Andy and Sara
el .

Timmons following the Ring Ceremony.

WPS juniors gathered following the ceremony for a group photo. Front, from left, are Lena Parker, Renata Lovitt, Sydney Mize, Ayla Yonker, Sam Botempo,
Kobe Bouzaglo and Jamie Nguyen; second row, from left, Livi Owens, Emily Patrowicz, Anisha Batra, Catherine Cullen, Marina Farlow and Quinn Solloway;
third row, Beckett Green, Jake Campbell, Chase Ginnavan, Max Carpenter, Joshua Greulich, Jay Moyer and Preston Adkins; and, back Dawson Davis,

Senior Sydney Tingle presented junior Marina
Michael Herbert, Jake Timmons, Kain Crossett and Ansh Batra.

Farlow with her class ring.

WPS seniors Jayden
Scopp, far left,
Danielle Carr,
fourth from left,
Avery Roselle, sec-
ond from right, and
Naz Unal, far right,
were in attendance
to present juniors
with their rings.
Junior pictured,
from left, are Emily
Patrowicz, Anisha
Batra, Catherine
Cullen, Sydney
Mize, Ayla Yonker
and Kobe Bouzaglo.
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Speed cameras bring in $180k

Continued from Page 1

“Behaviors have changed,” Berlin
Chief of Police Arnold Downing said.

By law, speed cameras are only
permitted to operate and issue cita-
tions between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. However,
Downing maintained that when the
devices are not in use, officers return
to the three locations and hand out
tickets with higher fines and license
points to speeding drivers.

“Don’t think that because they are
operational only at certain times,
we're not coming back,” he noted.
“[The cameras] are supporting us
being in other places during those
times, but we’re coming back... and
getting people that think, ‘well, it’s not
operating, so I can speed a bit.””

The chief added that to date, the vi-
olations have secured $180,000 in
revenue for Berlin, accounting for the
55-60% split deal with speed camera
vendor Red Speed.

The agreement provides that driv-

ers who exceed 36 mph face a $40
fine. Berlin receives $26 of each
ticket. Red Speed, responsible for
mailing the violations, collects the re-
mainder of the payment.

Officials emphasized that Berlin’s
funds from the speed camera citations
stay within the town’s police depart-
ment to be used for capital expenses.

“We are going to use those funds
and accomplish some capital needs
that exist within the police depart-
ment so this money can be turned
around into community policing and
increased resources that the depart-
ment needs, as well as a campaign to
increase speed awareness down-
town,” Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall
said.

Town Council Vice President Dean
Burrell, who lives near the speed cam-
era sites, echoed Tyndall’s statement,
reminding the public that while the
revenue is a product of the speed
camera initiative, it was not the in-
tent.

OP board approves new budget

Continued from Page 1

bership. Previously, residents could
choose to purchase memberships for
individual sports, including pickleball,
tennis, and platform tennis, which
would grant them access to those activ-
ities only.

The decision to eliminate this old
model and create the multi-sport
combo was made to address costs asso-
ciated with maintenance and opera-
tions at the center. Membership dues in
the fiscal year 2025-2026 budget are
now $495 for a family, $295 for indi-
viduals, $590 for the non-member
family option, and $270 for a non-
member individual.

The board members expressed their
continued support of this decision
ahead of the budget’s final approval last
Saturday.

“We were told at our [budget review]
session that there’s a $70,000 hole to
cover in Racquet Sports,” Director
Steve Jacobs said. “We’re talking about
basic maintenance. Nets, seats, tables,
umbrellas, fencing, electric [and]
salaries.”

“Everyone’s got to share in the cost,”
he added.

Director Elaine Brady noted that the
membership modification is overdue.

MARYLAND | DELAWARE | DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

“I've always wondered why it wasn’t
that to begin with,” she said. “The entire
complex is for the benefit of all who
play there, and the cost of maintaining
that facility is borne by everybody there.
Why each sport had a different mem-
bership number never made sense to
me.”

Brady continued, arguing that past
prices have been too low, contributing
to the center’s struggle to generate rev-
enue.

“Part of the reason that the racquet
center has not been making money
over the years is that the majority of the
people who play there have had a mem-
bership rate well below the local mar-
ket,” she said. “We're just bringing that
up a little bit so that we can get the rac-
quet sports center into a positive posi-
tion.”

All members of the board supported
the budget.

“Not to support this budget, in my
mind, would be fiscally irresponsible,”
OPA Board Secretary John Latham
said. “Each one of the directors did a
thorough job in walking through their
respective area of business.”

The entire spending plan can be
viewed on Ocean Pine’s official website.
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One of the speed camera locations is pictured on Flower Street where the speed limit is 25 mph.
Motorists are only ticketed once if they seen going 12 mph over the limit.

“The objective we are trying to ob-
tain is to slow folks down, and this is
working the way in which it was in-
tended,” the councilmember said. “I

believe one of these months we're
going to come in here and have a total
of zero, which would be great for
Berlin.”
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County bolsters vehicle insurance coverage

Major increases in policy
premiums necessary after
recent uptick in accidents

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Feb. 21, 2025) A rising trend of
costly car crashes in Worcester
County-owned vehicles has
prompted officials to upgrade their
auto insurance policy to include com-
prehensive and collision coverage.

Without this coverage, the county
bears the full financial burden of re-
pairing or replacing vehicles dam-
aged by accidents, weather events, or
deer strikes, according to Human Re-
sources Director Stacey Norton.

“This out-of-pocket expense can
be substantial as we have seen with
recent vehicles that were totaled,” she
wrote in a Feb. 9 internal memo.
“Due to our trend of accidents,
spending the extra money on the ad-
ditional coverage will offset the costs
of repairing and/or replacing vehi-
cles.”

In the last five fiscal years, insur-
ance claims for county vehicles have
been rising: there were 10 in 2021, 13
in 2021, 17 in 2022, 19 in 2023, and
27 last year, according to data pro-
vided by Norton. From 2021 to 2024,
the county’s vehicle insurance claims

spiked 170%.

Those wrecks have cost the county
between $71,000 to $88,000 a year
in premiums. And, being self-in-
sured, it means the county must pay
for its own claims unless there is an-
other involved party who pays.

One memorable incident from last
summer saw a Roads Division truck
on a stone delivery slip off a narrow
roadway into a soft

cle. In this year alone, the county has
spent about $88,000 on policy pre-
miums, $61,000 on repairs, and
$84,000 in vehicle replacement
costs.

The department with the most
crashes so far this year has been the
Worcester County Sheriff’s Office,
with 8 total. Most have been deer
strikes, and none have been the fault
of the deputy be-

shoulder. It cost
$260,000 to re-
place that vehicle,
Norton said, which
also doubled as a
winter snowplow.

‘In the long run, this is going to
save the county a lot of money!
Lt. Chris Larmore,
Sheriff’s Deputy

hind the wheel, offi-
cials said.

Overall, this long
look at insurance
upgrades  started
last fall, prompted

For the 2025 fis-
cal year, which started July 1, there
have been 16 vehicle claims: 3 deer
strikes, 2 times where debris dam-
aged a vehicle, 2 times where a vehi-
cle struck a fixed object, 2 times
striking another vehicle, and 7 times
where another car struck a county ve-
hicle.

Adding collision to their policy will
cover accidents, regardless of fault.
Comprehensive coverage is for non-
collision events like theft, vandalism,
or natural disasters, Norton said.

With comprehensive collision in-
surance, the county pays the de-
ductible, which ends up being less
costly than replacing a totaled vehi-

by serious wreck: a
sheriff’s deputy traveling on Race-
track Road on was struck head-on by
a panel van on Nov. 8

Nobody was hurt and the deputy
was not at fault, but it cost a lot to re-
place the mangled SUV. Insurance
only covered the $50,000 vehicle re-
placement cost — but not the extra
$25,000 for the police package of
lights, sirens, and radio upgrades,
which the county had to pay for.

Another accident happened after a
sheriff's SUV hit a deer, causing
about $25,000 in damage. With just
liability coverage, the county had to
pay every cent out of pocket for re-
pairs.

Those financial losses led to a con-
versation about a new insurance pol-
icy, according to sheriff’s deputy Lt.
Chris Larmore. He said the new cov-
erage will allow the sheriff’s office to
start budgeting for the inevitable cost
of car repairs.

“Now all we pay is the deductible,”
he said. “In the long run, this is going
to save the county a lot of money.”

Notably, five out of 10 brand-new
sheriff’s vehicles purchased in 2023
have been involved in collisions. The
sheriff’s office has about 100 total ve-
hicles in its fleet. Agency wide, sher-
iff's deputies put on about two
million miles worth of patrolling an-
nually, in and out of state, according
to Sheriff Matt Crisafulli.

“When you’re on the road that
much, of course you're greatly in-
creasing the changes for collision and
deer strikes. We're fortunate that we
haven’t had any major crashes with
injury or losing someone,” he said.

The County Commissioners ap-
proved the coverage upgrade at their
Feb. 18 meeting. It will cost an esti-
mated $46,148 in additional policy
premiums for this fiscal year and an-
other $136,450 in fiscal 2026, ac-
cording to Norton. The county’s
insurance provider is the nonprofit
Local Government Insurance Trust,
or LGIT.

f & OPEN HOUSES

Feb. 27 - Mar. 6

B BB B

DAY/TIME
Fri-Mon 11am-4pm

Mon-Fri 9am-4pm, Sat 11am-3pm

Friday 1-3pm

Sat & Sun 10am-Noon
Sat & Sun 12:30-2:30pm
Saturday 10am-Noon

Saturday 10am-1pm

Saturday Noon-2pm

ADDRESS
Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside
12346 Old Bridge Rd, West OC

Mon-Fri 9am-4pm, Sat 11am-3pm 12430 Old Bridge Rd, West OC

Saturday 10:30am-3pm 6201 Atlantic Ave., Unit 108, Ocean City

BR/BA

2BR/1BA

2BR/2BA

9500 Coastal Hwy. Unit 17J, Pyramid, Ocean City 1BR/1.5 BA

103 125th St. #105, Lorelei 3BR/2.5BA
123 Jamaica Ave. #238 1BR/1BA
4 84th St. #2C, Unit 6, Ocean City 2BR/2BA
11421 Manklin Creek Rd., Ocean Pines 3BR/2BA
2BR/2BA
23 Seagrave Lane, Ocean Pines 3BR/2BA

Saturday Noon-3pm 9500 Coastal Hwy. Unit 17J, Pyramid, Ocean City 1BR/1.5 BA

Saturday 1:30-3:30pm 5603 Atlantic Ave., Unit 301, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA
Sunday 11am-1pm 12905 Sand Bar Ln #3, Ocean City 4BR/3.5 BA
Sunday 11am-1pm 5603 Atlantic Ave. #301 23 Occean City 3BR/3.5BA
Sunday 11am-2pm 6201 Atlantic Ave., Unit 108, Ocean City 2BR/2BA

Sunday Noon-3pm 2 Edgewood Drive, Ocean Pines 4BR/2.5BA

STYLE PRICE
1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+ Condos, Towns & SF -
Single Family from $179,900
Single Family from $284,750
Condo $449,900
Condo $529,000
Condo $330,000
Condo $574,900
Condo $297,500
Condo $699,900
Single Family $359,900
Condo $449,900
Condo $1,499,900
Townhome $799,900
Condo $1,499,900
Condo $699,900
Single Family $549,900

Kevin Heselbach/Engel & Volkers Real Estate

Team Bouse House/ReMax Advantage Realty

AGENT/AGENCY
Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate
Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community

Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community

Jonas Demko/Coldwell Banker Realty

Jonas Demko/Coldwell Banker Realty

Jeffrey Messick/BHHS PenFed Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Debbie Hileman/Hileman Real Estate

Kevin Heselbach/Engel & Volkers Real Estate
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Kevin Heselbach/Engel & Volkers Real Estate

Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers.
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Obituaries

WALTER POVLOSKI
Ocean Pines

Walter “Walt” Povloski passed
away peacefully at home in Ocean
Pines with his family (including the
dogs) by his side on
Wednesday, Jan. 22,
2025.

Born in Cleveland,
Ohio to the Ilate
Clarence and Caroline
Liptak Povloski, he
was the oldest sibling
of two sisters and one
brother. Walt gradu-
ated from West Geauga High School,
class of 1964, soon after entered The
United States Marine Corps “Oorah”!

While stationed at NSA, he met the
love of his life, Janice. Soon after
moved to Linthicum where he and
Janice raised their son and daughter
until they moved to Ocean City in
1997. After serving his country, Walt
entered an electrician apprenticeship
then changed his career path by en-
tering the Fire Academy where he
heroically served his community for
25 years with the Anne Arundel
County Fire Department.

A devoted son, brother, husband,
father, grandfather, brother in law,
uncle, US Marine, firefighter, and
friend, he will always be remembered
as the life of the party, his jokes, mak-
ing everyone around him laugh,
being a prankster and always willing
to help others; without hesitation. He
enjoyed spending time with his fam-
ily, friends, dogs and birds; cheering
for the Ravens, Browns, Indians, Ori-
oles, and O-HI-O State Buckeyes;
cooking, duckpin bowling, flag foot-
ball, coaching his kids sports teams,
Hot Rods, his cup of coffee, Coors
Light, Captain Morgan, and margari-
tas.

He is survived by his son and
daughter, Christopher and Amy
Povloski; sister-in-law, Judy Hoff-
man; grandchildren Pierce and Pey-
ton Redmond; siblings Paula
Heckman Povloski and Michael
Povloski; and a number of nieces and
nephews.

In addition to his parents, he was
preceded in death by his wife Janice
Hoffman Povloski and Sister JoAnn
Povloski Gura.

Cremation followed his death.
Please join Christopher and Amy as
they celebrate Walt’s life the only way
he wanted: With family and friends,
great food, cold beer, peach moscato,
music, and laughter. For those trav-
eling from out of town and in need of
accommodations, please reach out to
Christopher or Amy.

Walt’s Celebration of Life will be
held Saturday, March 1, from 5-9
p.m., at Sisters Wine Bar & Gift Store,
113 N Main Street, Berlin, Md. 21811.

Letters of condolences can be sent
to the family via www.holloway. In
lieu of flowers, donation may be
made in Walt’s memory to US Ken-
nels Inc: Whose mission is to train

Walter Povloski

and provide service dogs for disabled
Veterans and first responders on the
Eastern Shore of Maryland and Vir-
ginia.

Warrior Dog Foundation: who
transitions our country’s working Kgs
from an operational environment
into retirement. Providing mental
and physical rehabilitation, and
rehoming options to Military
Working Dogs (MWD), Contract
Working Dogs (CWD) and Law
Enforcement Kg9s that other-
wise would be euthanized.
https://www.uskennelsinc.org/,
https://warriordogfoundation.org/

GEORGE EDWARD BECKETT
Ocean Pines
George Edward Beckett, age 86, of
Ocean Pines, formerly of Pasadena,
died on Jan. 29, 2025.
George was born
May 18, 1938, in Bal-
timore, the only child
of the late George W.
and Estelle A. Beck-

ett. He is survived by
r his dedicated and lov-
ing wife of 50 years,
George Beckett Barbara (nee
Woehlke), who he

often affectionately called “Steve.”
George is also survived by a son,
William, two grandchildren, Billy and
Brittany, and two great grandchil-
dren Colton and Olivia. He was pre-
deceased by a daughter, Teresa M.
Beckett, the child of his first mar-
riage.

Following graduation from Glen
Bernie High School in 1956, he forged
a career as a professional electrician
earning his Master’s License in 1972.
He was a founding member of Mate-
rials Handling Systems, Inc. of
Howard County, using his talents to
design, construct and sell robotic
equipment to many major busi-
nesses,

George was a 170-year member of
the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks Lodge 2645 of Ocean City. As
dedicated fans of all Baltimore sports,
he and Barbara followed the Colts
Coral to Miami for the AFC/NFC
championship game now known as
the Super Bowl V.

With a reputation for kindness, in-
tegrity and generosity that will long
survive his passing, George was
known as a true gentleman. He will
be missed by his many friends, rela-
tives and co-workers whose lives he
touched.

MICHAEL HRECHKA
Berlin
Michael Hrechka, age 95, passed
away on Tuesday, Feb/ 18, 2025, in
Salisbury. Born in Vita, Manitoba,
Canada, he was the son of the late
Wasyl and Mary Bugucka Hrechka.
Mike was a dedicated laborer most
of his life. As a teen, one summer, he
worked as a lumberjack. Before mar-
riage and later when starting a family,

he worked at an iron
foundry producing
iron train wheels.
While working at the
foundry in 1956, right
after Debbie was
born, he started farm-
ing mink. About 1960
steel replaced iron
and the iron foundry shut down.
Mike expanded his mink farm several
times. At the Canadian National
Mink Show in 1967 Mike won first
place with dark and medium brown
mink and second place with light
brown. The same year he moved his
family and mink to a larger farm in
Minnedosa, Manitoba. By the end of
the same year unfortunate events
brought Mike’s mink farm to an end.

In early 1968 he was sponsored to
manage a mink farm in Millville, New
Jersey. His family had to remain in
Winnipeg, Manitoba. On September
28, 1968 his family was permitted to
travel to the United States and join
him. Summer 1969 he moved his
family to Berlin, Maryland. He
worked at Eastern Animal Foods for
almost twenty years. While working
at the animal food factory he pur-
chased a farm this time raising chick-
ens and pigs. After about a year he
specialized in raising pigs. On one oc-
casion Mike received a letter from the
University Of Maryland Department
Of Agriculture that a hog they pur-
chased from him was found to have
12% less body fat than a typical hog.
This garnered Mike preferential
treatment and a premium price for
his pigs from that day forward. Mike
raised pigs for over twenty years. Old
enough to retire he got a job driving
a tractor at a local golf course cutting
the grass on the fairways. Hard work
was never a guarantee for success.

In his own way Mike loved animals
and over the years he adored all his
pets.

O /
Michael Hrechka

For many years, Mike and Joyce
attended Holy Trinity Ukrainian Or-
thodox Church of the USA, outside
Whaleyville. Mike was the president
of the church. He assisted the priest
for many years like an altar boy. Both
Mike and Joyce relished in the com-
pany of church friends and parish-
ioners.

In his late 70’s Mike sustained a
stroke with miraculous recovery. In
the last few years health issues
started to accumulate. On February
18, 2025 at 12:32 pm Michael
Hrechka’s soul left his body, free of
pain he could join God in Heaven.

He is survived by his wife, Joyce
Hrechka; two sons, Dr. Kenneth
Hrechka (Katherine), and Brian
Hrechka (Sue); two daughters, Deb-
orah Parker (Michael), and Cheryl
Hrechka; four grandchildren, Sean
Parker (Keemia), Ashley Gibbs (Jeff),
Julia Hrechka, Michael Hrechka,
Breann Green (Dylan), and Will
Hrechka; four great grandchildren,
Addison Gibbs, Ava Gibbs, Kameron
Parker, and Nova Green; and several
nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, he was
preceded in death by a brother, John
Hrechka, and two sisters, Effie
Kowaluik, and Nellie Susik.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
Michael’s name can be to Holy Trin-
ity Unrainian Orthodox Church, 7927
Circle Rd., Whaleyville, MD 21872, or
The Worcester County Humane Soci-
ety, 12330 Eagle’s Nest Rd., Berlin,
MD 21811.

A funeral service will be held on
Tuesday, March 4, ay The Burbage
Funeral Home in Berlin. A viewing
will be held one hour prior. Inter-
ment will follow at Evergreen Ceme-
tery in Berlin. Letters of condolence
can be sent to the family via
www.burbagefuneralhome.com.
Arrangements are in the care of The
Burbage Funeral Home.

Reliable help when
you need it.

Our personalized in-home care services empower
your family to live life with peace of mind.

R

home instead

410-641-0901
homeinstead.com/734
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Opinion

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

Guilty plea first step
in closing sad chapter

A heartbreaking chapter that left friends, families and
members of the public saddened and outraged over the ex-
ceedingly slow grind of justice ended Tuesday when Tyler
Mailloux, 24, of Berlin pleaded guilty to leaving the scene of
the July 11, 2022, accident that claimed the life of 14-year-
old Gavin Knupp of Ocean Pines.

The plea, entered during a hearing in Worcester County
Circuit Court in Snow Hill, came after the court denied a
flurry of defense motions that sought to upend the case.
Among them was one asking that the Worcester County
State’s Attorney’s Office, which had been chasing Mailloux’s
conviction for two-and-a-half years, be removed from the
case.

There was a time, as the public’s angry demand for swift
justice went unfulfilled, that some residents might have
agreed, openly wondering as they did why State’s Attorney
Kris Heiser seemed to move so methodically rather than im-
mediately.

The short answer is she could not. This was a case where
theoretically knowing what happened on Grays Corner Road
that night when a car mowed down the youth and kept on
going was not the same thing as proving it.

Without solid corroborating evidence from others who
might have been involved, and knowing that a failed prose-
cution in court would further inflame the public, Heiser, her
staff and investigators had to put tiny bits of information to-
gether to build a winnable case.

Her office obviously accomplished that, leaving Mailloux
little to no legal recourse once the court threw out his defense
team’s motions. It took more time to get to that point than
the public wanted, and the question of whether the harshness
of the punishment is equal to the tragic circumstances will
remain debatable.

But Mailloux’s admission of guilt and the sentencing that
will follow is something and it may be enough to allow the
community to begin the healing process.
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Tom Prevas, attorney for US Wind, addresses the Worcester County Commissioners during a Feb. 18 public hearing.

County tables WOC harbor zoning code

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Feb. 27, 2025) Worcester
County officials last week
stopped short of tweaking the
zoning code in order to pre-
vent an offshore wind devel-
oper from legally operating
as a public utility in the West
Ocean City fishing harbor.

The county’s Board of
Commissioners at its Feb. 18
meeting considered a bill that
would make immediate zon-
ing changes to the Commer-
cial Marine District, where
the harbor lies. One section
of text would be changed to
prohibit any “portside infra-
structure or associated facili-
ties that are intended to
support offshore energy pro-
duction.” Another bans “pub-
lic utility structure” as a
permitted use.

The zoning zinger aims to
stymie developer US Wind,
who plans to build an opera-
tions and maintenance facil-
ity at the mouth of the harbor
that would service a planned
114-turbine wind farm lo-
cated about 11 miles offshore.

Faced with legal uncer-
tainty, however, the commis-
sioners instead decided to
table the vote following a
public hearing for further de-
liberation and legal review.

“I don’t know that we need
to move forward with this
today,” said Commissioner
Joe Mitrecic (District 7,
Ocean City), who moved to
postpone the vote for a future
meeting.

“I'm telling you right now
that this is, to me, to protect

our commercial fishing har-
bor moving forward.”

Most of the 16 people who
spoke at the bill hearing
Tuesday were supportive of
the county’s counterpunch in
its ongoing slugfest against
US Wind. They included Jim
Motsko, founder of the fa-
mous White Marlin Open
fishing tournament, as well
as several representatives
from the fishing and marina
community.

“The people I hear from
are fully enthusiastic about
what you’re contemplating
with this action here,” said
Ron Sloan, on behalf of the
Glen Riddle community in
Berlin. He urged the com-
missioners to “stop what we
consider an egregious effort
to desecrate our environment
for corporate profit.”

Opponents, however,
called it a procedural viola-
tion that blatantly ignores
traditional re-zoning proto-
cols and may even be uncon-
stitutional.

“The law is unconstitu-
tional under various clauses

.. and it is being undertaken
for the purpose of denying
rights provided under the
Constitution and with intent
to harm US Wind,” wrote
Tom Prevas, attorney for de-
veloper US Wind, in a 24-
page letter delivered to
county officials last week. “If
the County enacts this Text
Amendment, US Wind will
sue to preserve its interests
and seek damages.”

Prevas added that the
county instead should “re-

engage” with US Wind and
state environmental officials
toward a memorandum of
understanding, which he
called “the appropriate and
effective tool for addressing
any disruption to commercial
fishing resources at the Har-
bor,” the letter states.

In response, Commission-
ers’ President Ted Elder
pulled from the liner of his
blazer and held aloft a
pocket-sized copy of the U.S.
Constitution, which he car-
ries with him. “I could not
find anything in the Constitu-
tion that says anything what
were doing is unconstitu-
tional,” he said.

“Our inheritance that we
pass down to our posterity.
That boils right to it. We need
to protect what we have from
outside forces coming in. It’s
just big money looking for
more big money,” Elder
added, to a smattering of ap-
plause.

US Wind’s planned opera-
tions and maintenance facil-
ity would be built upon what
are now two longstanding

commercial fish houses,
Southern Connection
Seafood and Martin Fish
House.

The owners of Southern
Connection, Pat and April
Reese, appeared at the public
hearing. They argued that a
re-zoning not only circum-
vents the county’s compre-
hensive plan but would
devalue their land and violate
their property rights.

“From our perspective, the

See PROPERTY Page 15
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School budget seeks $10M county funding jump

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 27, 2025) The Worcester
County Board of Education unani-
mously approved the proposed fiscal
year 2026 school system budget total-
ing $145,221,039.

Worcester County Public Schools
Chief Financial Officer Vince Tolbert
presented the spending plan at the
body’s Tuesday, Feb. 18 meeting. He
maintained the increased total figure,
approximately $12 million more than
last year’s approved operating budget
of $132,335,748, accounts for em-
ployee salary raises, an elevation in
health insurance costs, bus contractor
rate increases and previous budget cut
restorations.

Worcester County is deemed the
wealthiest Maryland district under the
state’s property tax formula, so the
majority of the school system’s funding
comes from the local government. If
the Worcester County Commissioners
agree to fund the FY26 budget, they
will be responsible for covering around
$115 million of the board’s approved
$145.2 million. Last year, the commis-
sioners provided around $105.4 mil-
lion to the educational system.

Board member Katie Addis said
that while this is the “best-proposed
budget” since her tenure on the board,
she is concerned about asking the

Belong at Temple Bat Yam

A Reform Jewish Congregation

commissioners for $115 million, a $10
million jump from what was approved
in FY25.

“This year, it looks to be a 9.69% in-
crease in the overall budget that we are
asking the county to fund,” Addis said.
“My main question is, have we had con-
versations with our county commis-
sioners to determine whether or not
that big of an increase will be feasible?”

Worcester County Board of Educa-
tion President Todd Ferrante is hope-
ful the school system will receive a
good chunk of their ask. He main-

tained that conversations were had
with the commissioners, and while
they did not offer their approval and
only two local government representa-
tives were present at these discussions,
“they did not seem to take issue [with
the budget] at the time.”

“As far as the developing and the
passing of the budget, it’s our job as a
board of education to develop this
budget so we make sure we're fulfilling
the needs of the students and the com-
munity in Worcester County,” Fer-
rante noted. “We feel that this budget

does that. It’s up to the county to de-
cide whether or not they want to fund
our budget. If they decide they don’t
want to fund it, then we’ll have to fig-
ure out ways to do with less, but that
doesn’t mean we desire to.”

WCPS Superintendent Lou Taylor
added that if the county cuts some-
thing, his team has discussed how they
will proceed and is prepared for that
possibility.

“Are [the commissioners] going to
cut something? That’s possible, and we

See COUNTY Page 17

Property owners oppose code change

Continued from Page 14

issue is this is a downzoning of our
property that’s not going through the
proper procedure. The notion they're
going to take away permitted uses
from my clients’ property is ridiculous.
That is a taking without compensa-
tion,” said attorney Hugh Cropper,
representing the Reese family, at the
hearing.

Even if US Wind buys their prop-
erty, the Reeses intend to remain in
the commercial seafood business in
the West Ocean City harbor, Cropper
added.

JOIN US FOR IN-PERSON SERVICES
FRIDAYS AT 7PM

Questions? Reach us from Mon-Thurs 10am-4pm, Fri 10am-2pm
410-641-4311 or TempleBatYam97@aol.com
11036 Worchester Hwy., Berlin, MD 21811
TempleBatYam-oc.org

Delaware Learning Institute is now

The Salon Professional Academy
Nothing is changing about the school you know and love -

i “Duchess for a Day”
| iy only ¥43

Enjoy a haircut, facial, mamcure pedicure,
conditioning treatment and blow dry.
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. Coupons cannot be combined with o]

it’s all about our updated name and look. p e e

asses Now orming
Now Taking Transfer Students
o Aesthetics
o Manicuring

o Advanced Education

Next Class Starts March/April
Call (302) 207-4021 for more information

Financial Aid available to those who qualify

w0 SALO

PROFESSIONAL
CADEMY

* Cosmetology
* Master Barbering
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The zoning proposal is one of sev-
eral efforts by Worcester County to
monkey-wrench US Wind and to pro-
tect the commercial fishing industry in
the West Ocean City harbor.

County leaders recently approved a
$100,000 expenditure towards an
anti-wind public relations campaign.
They also are pursuing eminent do-
main as an option, which would see the
county acquire the fish house proper-
ties by edict, rather than allow a pri-
vate sale to US Wind, according to
County Administrator Weston Young.

“There’s a threat of the harbor be-

coming industrialized, and there’s a
threat to the commercial fishing in-
dustry, and that’s our main focus. It’s
more pro-commercial fishing that it is
anti-wind,” Young said in an inter-
view.

It’s unclear at this time what the fu-
ture holds for offshore wind. President
Donald Trump on Jan. 20 signed an
Executive Order that puts a pause on
all pending domestic offshore wind
projects. Trump stated publicly that
he opposes offshore wind as being “an
environmental disaster” and propped
up by subsidies.

QUALITY MEANS DOING IT JUST-RITE

:IVIARINE CONSTRUCTIONE

JUST—RITE MARINE.INC. "

JUSTRITEMARINEINC.COM

410-641-9961

VINYL BULKHEADS
RIP-RAP PIERS - DOCKS
e BOATLIFT PILING - DREDGING
SKID STEER SERVICES

— s~ 8 ;
_ Inside Storage for Small Boats _
& Pontoons

MIKE@JUSTRITEMARINE.COM

MD MARINE 083(E) * MHIC 71561

The Framing Corner
Quality Custom Picture Framing
Fair Prices ALWAYS!

Shop and Compare! ¢ Personal Attention to Detail
Wood Mouldings ® Conservation Framing e Archival Mats ¢ UV Glass

Original Paintings, Photographs & Art Prints
@& by Local Artists Make Great Gifts! . g

12417 Ocean Gateway, Suite 20, Herring Creek Professional Ctr.
West Ocean City

+ OC 30542 - DE 2019101403
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BY JOHN KUGELMAN / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

John Kugelman, of Gainesville, Va., is a software engineer and musician, Remarkably, this is his seventh Sunday Times
crossword since January 2024 — by far the most of any contributor. “All the time and creative energy [ used to pour into
musie,” he says, “now goes to crosswords. I used to spend my nights writing music. Now it's all crosswords, all the time, It
seems to scratch the same itch.” — W.S.

1

|19

|23

26

ACROSS 55 Good signs 105 Number of jurors 17 Brought in big bucks
1 Shopper's thrill in stock reports }:\’]IO orngma}ly \:"ole 18 Elements of
6 Clock part 56 Challah bread feature Not guilty” in “12 pay-per-click
9 Brand 58 Religious gymgoer siilgry 11,\';‘13“ o campaigns
ecan little suckers? i
14 Lakshmi, host of on leg day? 21 Punching sounds

TV's “Tasle the
Nation”

19 Some computer-
generated images
nowadays

20 The masses

22 “Full steam

23 “Omigod,
omigod, jackpot!"?

25 Some college
students, quaintly

26 Space heater?

27 fly

28 Smart-alecky

1

29 FaceTime alternative

30 “Eww!”

32 Instruments
with large bells

35 Great Lakes
mnemonic

38 Org. whose
employees wear
badges

40 Atlantis and others

42 Hawkish

44 Bad thing to be
caught in

45 Tempest in a teapot?

48 Oh-so-precious

50 Journalists quote

60 Souvenir from the
Sea of Tranquillity,
say

63 Typical Passover mo.

64 Many clay relics

65 Not just mine

66 Kanga's kiddo

67 Whimsically
imaginative, as
writing

70 Sound from some
freshly cleaned
floors?

75 Oozes

76 Heighten

77 Yo-yo-like toy with
a devilish-sounding
name

78 mia!”

80 Michael Jordan's
nickname, with
“His”

82 Trash

83 Money under
the mattress, e.g.?

88 Meyer who directed
1965’s “Faster,
Pussycat! Kill! Kill!™

89 Cialis alternative

90 Backslid, say

h 93 Word before or after
t em down
51 Oniony vegetables 94 Pasta often cut at an
52 Body of water that angle
was once the world's 95 Hazard cleanup, in
fourth-largest lake brief

96 Hindu honorifics

98 Weapon whose
name is an acronym

100 % tell”

103 Legendary bird

Online subscriptions: Today's
puzzle and more

than 4,000 past puzzles,
nytimes.com/crosswords

($39.95 a year).

107 Repeat something
clever, as parrots
might?

112 “Gesundheit!”
prompter

N3 “Diet” for the
defeated

N4 Tied up

N5 Facebook has more
than three billion of
them

N6 Aspirations

N7 “Downton Abbey™
network

118 Flies out of sight

DOWN

1Fresh

2 Excites ..

3 Vulgarity

4 Poet’s palindromic
preposition

5 Midflight
announcements, for
short

6 Count seen in
the breakfast aisle

7 Cry of cringe

8 Animated file type

9 Actress Singer
of “Footloose™

10 Elevs.

1 Deep, dark ocean
caverns

12 Equivalent of a billion
years, in geology

13 Bad thing to be
caught in

14 Cigarette purchases

15 Mautical greeting

16 Scrumptious but not-
so-healthful carnival
snacks

. Or annoys

{30

in the comics
24 Coffee shop order
29 Feudal worker
311In a big way
33 Pot growers?

34 Classifies

36 Mice hunters

37 Great Leap Forward
leader

39 Bitter brews, for
short

41 Lock of hair

42 Something
strapped for cash?

43 Go-kart, e.g.

44 Bealen at own

game
46 Command+Q, on a

Mac
47 Family group
48 Writing cliché

49 Style sported by
Theodore Roosevelt
and Mark Twain

52 Forehead-slapping

| 106

12

shouts T

53 Outfit

103 104 105

111

i | 14

118

54 Mysterious qualities

56 Yawning, say

57 Hollywood’s Portia
de

59 “Raggedy” doll
60 Make faces for a

70 More refined
71 Loma__
72 Monthly util. bill
73 Host of the 2022

80 “Waltchmen” writer
Moore

81 What many
freelancers work on

Calif.

104 Cartoon collector’s
collection, maybe

106 Greek letter that’s
the symbol for

92 What Sidney Poitier's
character famously
came to, in a 1967
film

94 Currency in seven

camera

61 Barbecue bits

62 Gorilla who famously
learned sign
language

65 “If I had to guess ...

68 They're around
for the long haul

69 Scorch

World Cup

74 Horseshoe-shaped
pipe [asteners

76 Boat equipment for
removing water on
board

78 Car sticker no.

79 Parasailing,
water polo, etc.

84 Many a road
tripper, informally
85 “Ich bin
Berliner”

86 They make sounds
when they're tickled

87 Wood joint piece
91 Beethoven'’s Third

American countries

torque

(and one Asian) 107 [I'm trying to

95 Van ___ (beard watch the movie!]
&5 (:FPGJ 108 Status follower
Jerms
109 Slack or Zoom
99 Toffee candy bar

110 Fudge the facts

1M Language mutually
intelligible with Thai

101 Broccoli

102 Leather-working
tools

WE PAY CASH!

For Like New & Used Gars & Trucks

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

PREVIOUSLY OWNED
VEHICLES for SALE

¢ ‘15 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

MD STATE .17 HonDa cRv L

RACETRACK AUTO SALES

410-352-5070

NEW TRAILERS FOR SALE

===

su|do| ku

© Puzzles by Pappocom
HARD - 97

5 9
6
3

Fill in the blank spaces in
the grid so that every vertical
column, every horizontal row
and every 3 by 3 box contains

the numbers 1 through 9, with-
out repeating any. There is re-
ally only one solution to each
puzzle.

011N oo

INSPECTED . “10 HONDA CRV Answers to last g;:ﬂlzgiﬂgszqulg::

* ‘15 SUBARU FORESTER week’s puzzles sSPECIALREQUESTHMATTI LA
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BEER * WINE No Wait » Walk-In s ils o els o al [ MRt REVRoD TAERCD

LOTTERY No Appointment Necessary 2 eoliealsss “N;:g.g.gﬂgpg.;;gmg.g.g.g
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” —-— 8 1 6|9 3 412 57 ICHA INREACT IONMLETSEAT
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County to review WCPS budget

Continued from Page 15

have talked about options should that
occur,” Taylor said. “We have not come
up with anything concrete, but we have
looked at options, and we have spelled
out where each amount of money is
going, so when they cut it, they’ll have
an opportunity to be specific about
what they don’t want to fund. And then
we’ll have to go back and do some
heavy lifting. I feel very confident
based on meetings and work sessions
and all the fine-tuning we have done.”

The FY26 school system budget
looks to restore previous cuts. This in-
cludes $315,000 for summer and af-
terschool salaries, $56,361 for field trip
student transportation, and $36,123
for student transportation for summer
and afterschool sessions.

The budget document breaks down
how the funds are dispersed among
the different categories.

Of the proposed budget total,
39.63% is allocated for instructional
salaries and wages, 2.49% is for text-
books and instructional supplies,
10.15% is for special education, 5.61%
is for student transportation, 23.36%
is for fixed charges, 6.95% is for in-
structional support services, 6.86% for
operation of plant, 1.02% for mainte-
nance of plant, 0.16% for capital plan-
ning, 1.61% for administration, 1.05%
for health services, 0.31% for student
personnel services and 0.80% for

other instructional costs.

The Worcester County Board of Ed-
ucation unanimously approved the
budget, which will be presented to the
Worcester County Commissioners in
early March.

In addition to the proposed budget,
the board also approved the addition
of non-recurring costs for the imple-
mentation of Zonar, or GPS, software
into all school system buses.

Tolbert said the state has a process
that “allows certain additional expen-
ditures funded by our local govern-
ment to be considered a non-recurring
cost and to be excluded from the an-
nual maintenance of effort funding
formula in future years.”

The FY26 proposed budget includes
arequest to purchase and install Zonar
on all buses next year for a total first-
year cost of $65,118, including a one-
time implementation cost of $42,098.

Tolbert said he and his team are
“recommending that this one-time im-
plementation cost be considered non-
recurring in FY26.”

The board agreed to consider the
implementation fee non-recurring.
The Worcester County Commissioners
are next to review the inquiry and offer
their approval or disapproval. If the
local government accepts the request,
it will be submitted to the Maryland
State Department of Education for a
final blessing.

End of Winter

Clearance!
$1 clothing sale

Excludes Kid’s Clothing & Up Priced Items

March 5th — March 8th

Dickonia Thritt Store

OPEN WEDNESDAY THRY FRIDAY 10-3
& SATURDAY 10-1

& SUNSET AVE. UNIT 13

% Habitat for Humanity

ReStore

February 25 - March 1

TAKE AN EXTRA 50% OFF
Red Tag Merchandise
IN STORE ONLY

10AM to 4PM Tues-Thurs
10AM to 3PM Fri-Sat

11307 Manklin Creek Rd Ocean Pines

OPEN

INTERSECTION OF RT. 611
410-213-0243
D IAKQ Nl'url A OCEA N‘-;OWNS
Help for Today & Hope for Tomorrow CASINO

10218 Racetrack Rd
Route 589/Berlin

S S 4
OW@
g J in the Event Center

“A Night on the Town”
Thursday March 13% ;

Doors open: 5pm
Bingo starts: 6pm
Tickets $40 in advance by 2/28/25
$45 at the door; includes:
$10 Freeplay and dessert
Bingo prizes include;
overnight packages,
restaurant gift cards,
50/50s, Ticket Auctions and more!
All proceeds to benefit Diakonia.

For Tickets: Use QR Code
— or Email
2 G o SBlaney@DiakoniaOC.org
S 1y DWise@DiakoniaOC.org
/13/s,1] Send checks before 2/28/25

/|

17)

specify Bingo 3/13/25
Questions: 443-953-5039
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Call 410-723-6397
by Monday 5 p.m.

s

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch &
Bayside Gazette each week and online at
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED RENTALS RENTALS SERVICES

COASTAL

. REFRIGERATION SERVICE
Look/ng for
FULL TIME HELP
Willing to train.
Must have a valid
Driver's License.
Wages based on
experience.

410-726-1717

Maintenance
Personnel Person
Needed for condo in OC.
Full time, year-round. Light
duty, family atmosphere.
Please call SeaTime Condo,
135th St. for application,
410-250-2262.

% DUNKIN'
oonNuTs
AMERICA RUNS ON DUNKIN'

NOW HIRING!

Production Crew
for our WOC kitchen facility
Up to $20/hr.

Apply online at:
www.delmarvadd.com

SPEEDWORLD
Small Engine Mechanic.
Year-round.

Wage starts at $15/hr & up
based on experience.
Benefits available.
443-754-1047

KITE LOFT MANAGER
If you are looking for a year-
round job that is Fun, Adven-
turous and Rewarding then
look no further. The Kite Loft
is seeking an outstanding,
outgoing, optimistic individ-
ual to work in a high volume,
fun retail environment as a
Store Manager. Prior Retail
Management experience re-
quired. Must be able to work
weekends and nights. Excel-
lent salary and rewards to
the successful.

NOW HIRING!

- BARTENDER
Call Pam
410-726-7061
or apply within
56th Street

AW States

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC

COMPLETE EXTERIOR RENOVATION EXPERTS

Currently Hiring Manpower For:

are a plus.

package available.

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics
Concrete Work

o Experience preferred.
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license

o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits

Please Apply Online:
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

Casgtle Sand

The Castle in the Sand
and
The Beach House Restaurant
are Hiring for the 2025 Season

FRONT DESK REPRESENTATIVES
HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
RESTAURANT SERVICES
All positions are full-time, seasonal employment.

Join Our Team!

Send resume to bob @castleinthesand.com or apply
in person at The Castle in the Sand Hotel,
37th Street and Oceanfront, Ocean City Md.

0C Today-Dispatch #

www.octodaydispatch.com

Pl email your resume
to: info@kiteloft.com

HELP WANTED
Year-round, full time,
RENTAL AGENT for
established local company.
Must work weekends and
have own transportation.
Looking for someone that
wants a career with
opportunity to do sales on
the side. Call for details.
Resort Rentals/
OCVacations,
410-524-0295

JOLLY ROGER
FT POOL MAINTENANCE
Inspecting & assessing
condition of pool equipment,
performing minor & major
repairs, documenting all pool
maintenance & repair
activities for record keeping.
Outdoor work, lifting heavy
objects. Mechanical, basic
pool pump & motors. CPO a
plus/must be able to pass
CPO test. Includes
weekends and long hours.
Wages start at $15/hr & up
based on experience.
Benefits available.
410-289-4902
Ask for Suzanne.

RENTALS

YEAR-ROUND RENTAL
Berlin area
2BR/1BA APT.

L/R, Eat-in-Kitchen, W/D,
Courtyard. Pets allowed if
approved. $2,250 per month.
Includes utilities (Cable,
Internet, Elec. Water, Heat
& Air). Security deposit
req. ($2,250.)

Call 443-513-4678.

SEASONAL RENTAL
Efficiency condo with pool
available Mid-May - Mid-
Sept. $8500. A/C, parking,
2 people occupancy.
Resort Rentals/
OCVacations,
410-524-0295

FOR RENT
YR TOWNHOME
3BR, 2 1/2BA. Furnished,
modern appliances, washer
and dryer. Newport Bay Dr.,
Bayside on canal.
$2,300 monthly, no pets.
Call 410-848-1767.
Dougherty35@aol.com

YR RENTAL
AVAIL. IMMED.

2BR, 1BA
W/D, Dog ok
Robin Dr, OC

Call/text
703-819-7400

Seeking YR & Seasonal
Rentals!
Call Howard Martin Realty
410-352-5555.

COMMERCIAL

Commercial Space
Available
South Gate Ocean Pines
1500 sq. ft. Retail/Office
Call for details
410-430-3758

2 Office/Retail Spaces
available in West Ocean
City. Approximately
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.
Call 443-497-4200

Commercial Space
for Lease.

2-3 Units available, can be
divided or joined. Approx.
800-1000 sq. ft. ea.
Busy major road in
Town of Berlin.

Call 443-880-8885

Industrial Space
Yard and Storage Shed.
Approx. 10x25+/-
Route 90/Bishopville.
Call 443-497-4200.

Classifieds
410-723-6397

SERVICES

LARRY’'S HANDYMAN
SERVICE
No job too small. Entrance
doors, interior doors, storm
doors, shower doors, drywall
repairs and paint, laminate
floors, interior paint.
Over 40 years of carpentry
experience. Please call
Larry, 410-251-9066

DONATIONS

Do you have an old bicycle
not being used? It could
mean a world of difference to
a hard-working international
student. We are looking to
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at
443-975-3065.

MISC./OTHER

We spoke of sorrow,

My mistakes and surrender,
Those last few moments.
He knew, my dear friends!

With a smile, He knew!

SEASONAL
WEEKLY
RENTALS

Burgandy Inn
1210 Philadelphia Ave.
410-289-8581

YEARLY RENTALS
WEST OCEAN CITY

PETS WELCOME

2 Bedroom /1 Bath
Laundry on premises.

877-289-1616
www.bbapartmentsoc.com

BUDGET MOVERS

443-664-5797
LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING
Full Packing Service

Piano Movers - Full Service

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

i '
REAL ESTATE INC

Yearly & Seasonal
entals
We Welcome Pets
7700 Coastal Hwy
410-524-7700

www.holidayoc.com

Classifieds

723-6397

Serving the Newspapers of
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
NETWORK

MISC. FOR SALE

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us!
855-977-5719

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-407-
6870

FOR SALE
Prepare for power outages
today with a GENERAC Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-993-0969
today to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a genera-
tor. It's a power move.

VEHICLES WANTED
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/
RV - Lutheran Mission Society
of MD Compassion Place
ministries help local families
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA Ii-
censed #W1044.

410-228-8437
www.CompassionPlace.org

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

REAL ESTATE
We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-866-541-7929

SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228

www.dental50plus.com/
MDDC #6258

ORDER YOUR CLASSIFIEDS ONLINE!

Place An Ad -,“"s

e Convenient
* Quick

¢ No Waiting, No Calls
¢ Days, Nights & Weekends
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octodaydispatch.com - haysideoc.co

DENTAL Insurances

Great coverage for retirees.

Get your FREE Information Kit
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

call 1-855=-337-5228
Dental50Plus.com/MDDC

Productfeatures nof maiable in o gates. Contact us for complete details abaut this insurance sofication. To find a netwosk provider, oo bo physiciansmutuatcom/Tind-dentist. This specific offer not availabie in 00,

Y. N VA - cail TBO0-654T81 or respond For 2 smilar offer in your state, Certificate (254/B425, C250A/BA38 (0; C254I0; PA: C254MY Insurance Policy PBA/BAG0, PISIBA3S {GA: PIS4GA K: 540K TR PIS4TN,

DONATE YOUR
CAR, TRUCK, RV

Your donation helps provide food, clothing, hope.

LUTHERAN MISSION SOCIETY OF MD

Tax deductible.
MVA licensed #1044

410-228-8437

www. CompassionPlace.org

5  say “NO” to Cleaning

Bayside Gazette

Consumer Cellular:

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE, WITHOUT
BIG WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

& 2024 Consumer Cellular Ine. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and
E-billing, Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and
is subject to system limitations.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535.

Call 855-993-0969
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

*Terms and Conditions apply.

LET THE PROS | caffFilter
HANDLE IT! ) i

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

Seniors + Military

Out Your Gutters.

20;’/:;

Your Entire Purchase*
o ++ We offer financing that fits your budget!*
L= %a m @

Promo: 285

FREE INSPECTION! 1 844-566-3227

We're laoklng to install our e
i Nm GENERATION gutter
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Calendar

Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com
by 5 p.m. Monday. All community-related activities will be

published at no charge.

Thurs., Feb. 27

STORY TIME: SNAKES ON THE JOB
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages
0-5 years. 410-632-3495

STORY TIME: IF YOU GIVE A PIG A PARTY
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m.
Songs, stories and crafts. For ages 0-5
years. 410-208-4014

LET'S MAKE .. TOTE BAGS

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1 p.m. Hand-
sewn totes are perfect size for spur-of-
the-moment shopping. All materials
provided. Register: 410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org.

tile set. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

ARTSY HOMESCHOOLERS

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 11 a.m.
Every fourth Friday, come for an art
project that includes everything from
painting, writing, crafting and more. For
ages 6-18 years. 410-632-3495,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

2025 0C CHAMBER ANNUAL AWARDS
CELEBRATION - 75TH ANNIVERSARY
Roland E. Powell Convention Center,
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 6-10
p.m. This year the theme is Diamond in
honor of the Chamber’s 75th anniver-
sary. Cost is $125. https://www.oco-
cean.com/event/2025-oc-chamber-ann
ual-awards-celebration-75th-anniver-

sary/2196/, 443-664-3052

LET’S TALK MOVIES

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m.
Join the monthly movie club, where they
discuss timeless classics and newer box
office hits. This month’s topic is the 2023
musical remake, “The Color Purple.”
410-524-1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org

FIRESIDE CHAT

Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch,
13 Harrison Ave., 3 p.m. A popular and
entertaining book discussion featuring
books you have read and want to share.
Come and find your next great read. 410-
641-0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org

QUIT SMOKING & VAPING CLASS
Gudelsky Family Medical Center, 10614
Racetrack Road, Ocean Pines, 5-6 p.m.
Participants receive one-on-one support,
group support, weekly prizes and quit
resources. Register: 410-632-1100, Ext.
1103 or www.worcesterhealth.org.

OCVFC LADIES AUXILIARY - CASH BINGO
Ocean Downs Casino (Event Room),
10218 Racetrack Road, Berlin, 6 p.m.
Doors open at 5 p.m. Featuring $100,
$200 and $500 games; door prizes;
50/50; and chance auction. Food avail-
able. Tickets cost $35 in advance. Tick-
ets: Joanne Wagner, 443-235-1222.

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF WORCESTER
COUNTY MEETING

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 6-8 p.m.
Meeting begins at 6 p.m. https://dem-
clubwemd.org

Fri., Feb. 28

MAHJONG CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO

Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo
starts at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available
before bingo and at intermission. 410-
524-7994

Sat., March 1

INDOOR FLEA MARKET AND BAKE SALE
Bethany United Methodist Church,
8648 Stephen Decatur Highway, Berlin,
8-11 a.m. Vendors, to make a reserva-
tion, contact 443-614-2261,
fcbumc21811@gmail.com.

SATURDAY WRITERS

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10 a.m.
Novice and established writers gather to
share their writing projects. Structure
includes critiques and appreciation,
market leads and writing exercises.
Drop ins welcome. 410-641-0650

BOOK SIGNING WITH ANNA DOLLE
BUSHNELL

Ocean City Life-Saving Museum, 813 S.
Atlantic Ave., 11 a.m.-1 p.m. “Images of
America: Dolle’s Candyland, Inc. Book”
includes more than 200 photographs of
Dolle’s 110 year existence on the board-
walks of Ocean City and Rehoboth
Beach, DE. www.ocmuseum.org

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT FRIED CHICKEN
DINNER

Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church,
36540 Mount Pleasant Road, Willards,
11 a.m. Includes vegetables, beverages
and desserts. Cost to dine in is $17 for
adults, $8.50 for children and free to
those 5 years and younger. Cost for car-
ryout is $15. 410-835-8340

FARMERS & ARTISANS MARKET
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239

Ocean Parkway, 9 a.m. to noon. Shop for
everything from fresh local produce to
unique handmade artisan goods. Open
to the public.

Sun., March 2

A.). CROCE - HEART OF THE ETERNAL
TOUR

Ocean City Performing Arts Center,
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City. 7
p-m. Celebrating A.J. Croce’s music and
those of his father, Jim Croce. Tickets
cost $45/$55.
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/514788
80/ajcroce-heart-of-the-eternal-tour-
ocean-city-oc-performing-arts-center

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BREAKFAST

American Legion Synepuxent Post 166,
2308 Philadelphia Ave., Ocean City, 8-11
a.m. Menu includes eggs, pancakes,
bacon, ham, sausage, hash browns, cof-
fee, orange juice and gravy and biscuits.
Cost is $15.

BERLIN FLEA MARKET

Sundays - Uptown Emporium Parking
Lot, 13 S. Main St., Berlin, 9 a.m. to 1
p-m. Vendor opportunities available.
Julie, 410-726-9012; Bill, 410-629-9656

SEWING FOR A CAUSE

Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30
a.m. to noon. Learn how to sew while
making a difference. 410-641-0234

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10
a.m. Www.jw.org

Mon., March 3

LITTLE LEARNERS PROGRAM

Museum of Ocean City, 217 S. Baltimore
Ave., 10-11 a.m. John “Laughing Wolf”
Moore will teach his Native American
heritage through the music of his drum
and dance. Registration requested: oc-
museum.org. 410-289-4991

ESL CONVERSATION CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m.
Join other non-native English speakers
for casual conversation practice and a
short lesson prepared by an ESL instruc-
tor. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSION

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2:30 p.m.
The group is reading from Book 6 of the
Great Conversations Anthology. The
focus will be on “Mario and the Magi-
cian” by Thomas Mann. 410-208-4014,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

STORY TIME: WILDLIFE

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For ages
0-5 years. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP

John H. “Jack” Burbage, Jr. Regional
Cancer Care Center, 9707 Healthway
Drive, Berlin, 3-4 p.m. Families, part-
ners and other caregivers share similar
challenges and rewards of providing
care for adults who have any type of se-
rious illness. Nicole Fry, nfry@atlantic-
general.org, 410-641-2626

RESEARCHERS MEET UP

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 3 p.m.
Meet with fellow researchers to discuss
local history, get tips from the local his-
tory librarian, and work on the citizen
research projects. 410-632-3495,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

WARHAMMER

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4 p.m. Let’s
play Warhammer. Use the library’s
armies or bring your own. Tutorials and
demos will be available, so novice and
veteran players alike are welcome. For
ages 12-18 years. 410-641-0650

DR. SEUSS CRAFT: 00BLECK

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m.
Create a substance found only in a Dr.
Seuss book. Is it a liquid? Is it a solid?
Let’s find out. Be ready to get messy. For
ages 6-11 years. 410-208-4014,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

T.0.PS. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 5-
6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is a
weekly support and educational group
promoting weight loss and living a healthy
lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-641-0157

WOMEN OF WORCESTER COUNTY
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5:30
p-m. The Worcester County Historical
Society will present this program for
Women’s History Month. 410-632-3495,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

BRIDGE

Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center,
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30
p-m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00
p-m. All ladies who love to sing invited.
Mary, 410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-
7062.



February 27, 2025

Bayside Gazette

Page 21

Calendar

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS

Mondays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road,
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100

Tues., March 4

STORY TIME: DR. SEUSS

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 301 Market St., 10:30 a.m.
Songs, stories and crafts. For ages 0-5
years. 410-957-0878, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

STORY TIME

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m.
Featuring seasonal themes designed to
support early literacy skills with stories,
songs and finger plays. Geared toward
ages 0-5 years. 410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

BABY TIME

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Songs, rhymes and stories. Stay
after to socialize with other families. For
ages 0-2 years. 410-632-3495,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

0C KNITTING GROUP

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet?
Bring whatever project you happen to be
working on. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org

MASTER GARDENERS PLANT CLINIC
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m.
Master Gardener Ginny Rosenkranz
talks about all things plants. Bring any
questions and feel free to show your
plants as well. 410-208-4014,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

PLANTING FOR POLLINATORS

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m.
Learn about plants for pollinators and
other wildlife that help keep our water
clean. Take a look at invasive plants and
their native alternatives. 410-524-1818,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

COMIC BOOK CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m.
Learn about comics and create your
own. Each month will feature a different
graphic novel author. No experience re-
quired. For ages 6-11 years. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE AND
SAUSAGE DINNER

Stevenson United Methodist Church,
123 N. Main St., Berlin, 4:30-6 p.m. The
dinner is all-you-can-eat. Cost is $7 for
adults, $5 for children and free to those
5 years and younger. Carry-out avail-
able. Proceeds benefit Stevenson’s Chil-
dren and Youth.

PANCAKE SUPPER

Whaleyville United Methodist, 11716
Sheppards Crossing Road, Whaleyville,
5-7 p.m. Supper will include pancakes,
sausage and assorted beverages. A love
offering will be taken at the door to ben-
efit the Youth Group.

MILLENNIAL-ISH: SHOW & TELL
Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 5:30
p-m. Have any collectables or hobbies?
Bring them in and meet new friends also
in their 20s-40s who share your pas-
sions or learn something new. 410-524-
1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org

BEACH HEROES-0C

Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round.
Trash bags, grippers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome.

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7
p-m. WWw.jw.org

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY

Tuesdays - Worcester County Health
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive,
Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly
support and education group promoting
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-

289-4725

Branch, 301 Market St. Call to make an
appointment for one-on-one assistance:
410-957-0878.
www.worcesterlibrary.org

The program is open to taxpayers of all
ages. AARP membership is not required.
Find sites near you:
aarpfoundation.org/taxaide.

GRACE PARKER BREAKFAST

First Presbyterian Church of Ocean City,
1301 Philadelphia Ave., 7-11 a.m. Eggs,
pancakes, sausage, grits and more. Cost
is $10 to carryout and $12 to eat in.

PUZZLE SWAP

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1-5 p.m. Bring
a gently used puzzle and swap it for a
new-to-you puzzle. Don’t have a puzzle
but still want one? That’s OK too. All
puzzles must be in their original box.
410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1:30-2:30
p-m. Group provides discussion and ed-
ucation on the topic of diabetes. Patti
Yocubik, 410-208-9761, pyocubik@at-
lanticgeneral.org

KICKSTART KINDERGARTEN

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4:30 p.m. A
special six-session series built to help
preschoolers get ready for kindergarten.
Families will also receive a snack and
tips for continuing at home. For ages 3-5
years. 410-641-0650

0C KNITTING CLUB

Tuesdays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m.

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE

Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and
others interested in watching or learning
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info:
TangobytheBeach.com.

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS

Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with
optional light weights.
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS
GROUP

Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral,
11021 Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m.
Use the weight loss program/app/plan
of your choice. Free and open to every-
one. 410-641-4882,
www.htcanglican.org/activities.

Wed., March 5

BARIATRIC SUPPORT GROUP

Online Zoom call held the first and sec-
ond Wednesday of each month. For non-
surgical patients. Atlantic General
Bariatric Center, 410-641-9568.

COMPUTER AND INTERNET BASICS
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m.
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Last Wednes-
day of the month meetings are offsite
and information can be found on the
website and Facebook. www.kiwaniso-
fopoc.org.

ONGOING EVENTS

MARCH INSPIRATION CHALLENGE

Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington
St., during March. Art, photography or
poetry competition for all ages. Pieces
will be displayed in the library for view-
ing. The theme is “Stormy.” Due by
March 26. 410-632-3495

COMMUNITY JOURNAL: TELL HER STORY
Pocomoke library, 301 Market St. Drop
in anytime during March and write a
story in the community journal about a
woman who has inspired you and share
your thoughts and hopes for a better fu-
ture. 410-957-0878

FREE IN-PERSON TAX PREPARATION
Takes place through April 15. By ap-
pointment only, call 443-584-5661 or
online at the following sites.

» Mondays at the Ocean Pines library,
www.tinyurl.com/t8km843p

« Tuesdays at the Berlin library,
www.tinyurl.com/2rvvhazy

« Saturdays at the Ocean City library,
www.tinyurl.com/3bt6ujx?y.

BUS TRIP TO PHILADELPHIA FLOWER
SHOW

Takes place at the Philadelphia Conven-
tion Center on March 1. Depart from the
Ocean Pines Community Center at 8:30
a.m. Featuring a day of stunning floral
gardens, unique plants and artistic dis-
plays. Enjoy shopping, live music, enter-
tainment and learning opportunities.
Cost is $80 and includes transportation
and show ticket. Reservations: 410-641-
7052.

PHILLIES VS DODGERS BUS TRIP

Bus departs from Ocean Pines Commu-
nity Center at 8:30 a.m. on April 6 for
Citizens Bank Park. Game time is 1:35
p-m. Cost is $85 and includes trans-
portation and ticket. Tickets: Ocean
Pines Recreation & Parks, 410-641-7052.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH COLLAGE
Pocomoke library, 301 Market St. Drop
in anytime during February and add pic-
tures, words, poems and anything in-
spiring to the collage featuring famous
Black Americans. For families. 410-957-
0878

TEENY ARTS

Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington
St., during February. A themed craft
program available in the teen section all
month long. February Teeny Art is
“Post-It Art Show.” For ages 12-18 years.
410-632-3495

TEEN TIMESHARE

Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
during February, 3 p.m. to close. Drop in
and create a seasonal craft or study for a
test in your own teen area. For ages 12-
18 years. 410-208-4014

FEBRUARY INSPIRATION CHALLENGE
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington St.,
during February. Art, photography or po-
etry competition for all ages. Pieces will
be displayed in the library for viewing
and voting by age bracket. The theme is
“Fantasy.” Due by Feb. 20. 410-632-3495

QUEEN OF HEARTS

Weekly virtual drawings on Tuesdays at
5:30 p.m. Winner receives 60 percent of
jackpot. www.opvfd.com/queen-of-
hearts. Sponsored by the Ocean Pines
Volunteer Fire Department.

2025 KIWANIS LOTTERY TICKETS ON SALE
On sale every Saturday morning at the
Ocean Pines Farmers Market from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. One $20 ticket is good for
all 365 drawings in 2025. Benefits the
youth of the community.

OCEAN CITY-BERLIN ROTARY CLUB

Meets the first and third Wednesday of
each month at Don’s Seafood & Chop
House at the South Gate of Ocean Pines,
6 p.m. ocberlinrotary@gmail.com
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DIRECTORY

\VY,

CLEANING SERVICES

JABSOLUTE
IST RESPUONSE

e Carpet

¢ Tile & Grout

¢ Upholstery

e General Cleaning

¢ Beach Vacation Rental Cleanings

¢ Residential & Commercial
Cleanings

Licensed and Insured

call Today 302-259-1469
www.AbsoluteFirstResponse.com

PARRISH

THE

HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs

“WE DO IT ALL”

* Rooflng Repairs < Raln Gutters « Screening « Stalning
*Roof Cleaning * Gutter Guards < Painting « Caulking
« Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing
* Deck Repairs ©
Licensed * Bonded ° Insured « MHIC 17433
“A Family Tradition Since 1935”

Phil Parrish Pat Parrish

410-893-9707

FEIIMME_’
. Hiad0ley

& CARPET CARE
[ = Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
' Grout Cleaning
Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

_302-436-5652

wned and Operated Since 1983

=V W W

"y )
Family O

DENTAL

DePalma Dental, ccc

Michael DePalma, D.D.S.
Errin DePalma, D.D.S.

500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3 Phone: 410-641-3222
Berlin, Maryland 21811 www.depalmadental.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

AMELIO

Tile Company
Ceramic * Marble * Glass * Installations
Specializing in Showers and Bath Renovations

John Free Estimates | Insured
443-497-1351 C.S

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“One stop shop
for Home
Improvement”

{7 Pipeline
Contracting, u.c
Home Improvement Services Company

Home Improvement Design & Bertch Cabinet Retail

* Cabinets & Countertop * Flooring & Tile US Veterans

« Kitchen & Bath Remodeling ~ * Residential & Commercial Administration

« General Carpentry & « Servicing Maryland & Approved Contractor
Painting Delaware Beaches

11312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in Today!
(410) 208-1518 « (410) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net ¢ info@pipelinecontracting.net
MDHIC # 107489 » DE # 2014100304 * Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

* 0 Payments _m_

* 0 Interest PARADISE

Andersen g
* 12 Months
* Free Estimates  410-430-2583 Gl 8

ROOFING - SIDING

WINDOWS - DOORS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MHIC 114960- Insured- Affordable

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Established 1977 wn ls “

Home Improvement, Inc.

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Let’s schedule your Fall & Winter Projects!
We accept MC/Visa

(410) 641-3762
Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured ® MHIC #8465

1 hm

Island Care Mental Health "=

Mary Deborah Wilson
PMHNP

Avoid the Delays

o RN Medication & Therapy J
¢«  MDDELic. 410-641-5190 o
34T y

i | ) S v B

PAINTING

PAT’S PAINTING IN THE PINES
Reliable and Affordable Painting

SPECIALIZING IN CABINET PAINTING

Delaware ~ Ocean Pines ~ Ocean City ~ Berlin

[/ Powerwashing (/] Drywall Repairs
[] House/Deck Staining [v] Wallpaper Removal

[/] Custom Painting

410-641-5957

Resident of Ocean Pines

Licensed
& Insured

Free
Estimates

MOVING SERVICES

The Area’s #1 Moving Gompany

LOCAL . ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial
Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move
Single Item or Certain ltems or Full Home
Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated
www.Facebook.com/ochudgetmovers
40+ Years in Business Licensed & Insured
PAINTING
° ¢ CusTOM PAINTING
Zlmmerman * DRYWALL REPAIRS
* WALLPAPER REMOVED
& Son LLC * DECK & HOUSE

STAINING
Painting & Powerwashing  * ALWAYS PROMPT
Interior & Exterior SERVICE .
Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured NOW ACCEPTING
. . . CREDIT CARDS!
10% Discount with this ad. » _
visa (22
Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539 > g

LANDSCAPING

Lawncare, Landscaping & Hardscapes

oreScCay, e Winter Cleanup
A * Spring Ready
e Muich
e Planting
e Stone Driveways
e Patio & Walkway

e GCustom Landscape

FREE ESTIMATES
410-430-7543

MVA LICENSED

MHIC #12398 MDA #30202

e

pen Mon., Fri., 9-2 ._& Wed. 9-5 g
 JODY PALMISANO 410-629-5600

PLUMBING

We do it all from

ground work to

rough in to final

trim & fixtures.
We Install:

Faucets/Sinks * Showers/Tubs/Toilets
Water Heaters e Water/Sewer Lines

and Gas, LLC
MD 20283 Insured Winterization Packages ¢ Repairs

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

410-430-3490  LMSPlumbingandgas.com

BaysideOC.com
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PRINTING & DESIGN

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER

OPEN
Mon.-Fri.
9am-5pm

Full Business Center
Custom Gifts

Bayside Gazette

DIRECTORY

POWERWASHING / SOFT WASH
Atlantic Coast Powerwashing Services

Commercial & Residential
Complete Exterior Cleaning

Hot Water, Powerwashing &

‘ ROOFING & SIDING

INCORPORATED

Soft Wash Systems

sonﬂh‘e A
Reﬂku‘es 0 1l sef‘gff}gis ad!

Graphic Designs
Retail Gift Items
Wedding Print Services

Year round
x X services
“| w/yearly .
seasonal rates | J

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement
Specialist Since 1989
ROOFING e SIDING « DURADEK  WINDOWS  GUTTERS
Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946

9240 Peerless Rd. « Bishopville, MD

mmoesle @shoresidingmd.com « www.shoresidingmd.com
*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

Copy Central
V'
[T ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

11065 Cathell Road * Ocean Pines
410-208-0641 - copycentral@verizon.net

* Decks * Docks * Houses
* Restaurants * Shopping Centers
* Roofs * Deck Staining * etc.
FREE ESTIMATES MHIC 97081
OC 34629 * DE 2004 222 381

Licensed & Insured

410-603-3400
Joe Beran/Owner Operator
acms1st@gmail.com

You CAN Cancel
Your Timeshare

We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

ROOFING
SIDING
WINDOWS
DOORS
GUTTERS

50% OFF

+ No Interest til 2030

i;i 0
aai Satisfied
Clients

Locally
Owned &
Operated

. Lifetime
' Warranty on
Everything!

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

Call 1.888.984.2917

oD e e e i o Sy = o e

Experience

Schedule A FREE In-Home Estimate Today!

i 855.852.0597

*Restrictions apply.

e

. T R T = e
“This Is an Advertisement. Wesley Financlal Group, LLC ("WFG") and/erits afflliates sucdessors, or assigns.aré™
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engdge In the pPactice of law or provide legal advice or legal representation.

Actual results depend on each client’s distinet case and no specific outcome Is guaranteed.
- - ¥ NJ License 813VHO7916500 & PA License SPADTE303 @ DE License #8014600889 & MD License #118282 & VA License 82705190668

—

YOUR COMMUNITY ONLINE

tterngt

L baysideoc.com

octod-aydisp‘atch.cc-)m
 ame 4 o
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TidalHealth
Home Scripts

Your neighborhood pharmacy —
open 6 days a week!

Free home delivery in Ocean Pines! No waiting, no hassle.
Plus, use our quick drive-thru service for fast, easy pickup.

Need more than prescriptions? Shop our monthly specials on
over-the-counter essentials and get your vaccines — from flu

TidalHealth Home Scripts )
to travel shots — all in one stop!

11101 Cathage Road _ .
Berlin, MD 21811 We make your health simple, affordable, and right at your

doorstep.

410-543-4769

HriuBasaithiong lsmemip Visit us at the North Gate of Ocean Pines, Monday through

Friday 8 am to 6 pm and Saturday 9 am to 3 pm.

Call 410-543-4769 today for fast prescriptions and free
delivery straight to your door!

% TidalHealth.
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