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Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire Department President Joe Enste puts the paver in place honoring the memory of WWII veteran George Kerchner at a cer-
emony last Friday at the Worcester County Veterans Memorial Park in Ocean Pines.

WWII hero honored on D-Day

George Kerchner showed
leadership, determination
in taking out gun position

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 12, 2025) A decorated
World War II hero with connections
to the Maryland Eastern Shore has
been honored with a brick dedication
at the Worcester County Veterans
Memorial Park at Ocean Pines, 81
years after the veteran’s valiant

wartime actions.

On Friday, June 6, the late George
Kerchner, who passed away on Feb.
17, 2012, just days before his 94th
birthday, was recognized with a paver
at the remembrance site for his
heroic behavior on D-Day.

Last week’s ceremony was inten-
tionally held on the 81st anniversary
of the massive 1944 WWII operation,
which remains the largest seaborne
invasion in history.

Rick Farr, the Ocean Pines Associ-
ation Board of Directors vice presi-

dent, Veterans Memorial Foundation
Board of Directors member, and re-
tired United States Air Force mem-
ber, emceed the brick dedication.

According to Farr, Kerchner was a
Baltimore native and joined the U.S.
Army in 1942 and the elite 2nd
Ranger Battalion as a lieutenant the
following year.

Kerchner trained in England for
six months, scaling seaside cliffs in
preparation for a risky raid on Pointe
du Hoc, a fortified German position

See WAR Page 4
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Berlin to use
ParkMobile
at its new lot

Council yet to decide what
charge will be for parking

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 12, 2025) Berlin’s new park-
ing lot, planned for the corner of
West and Washington Streets, will be
pay-to-park and utilize the smart-
phone app ParkMobile. Potential
rates have yet to be finalized.

This week, the Berlin Town Coun-
cil unanimously agreed to enter into
a contract with ParkMobile. This
app-based parking
system will allow
the municipality
to set a fee
structure for
the new 2.13-
acre lot on the
west side of
West Street. Cus-
tomers will go onto
their app and pay accordingly, said
Councilman Jay Knerr, the point of
contact with the parking business.

The fees for the parking site have
yet to be decided, but Knerr said that
a few scenarios have been discussed.
For instance, the town may opt to
make the lot free during the week,
$1.50/hour on the weekend, and
$4/hour during events. Visitors can
see how much they are being charged
directly on their ParkMobile app.

“The town has control of the rates
and can change them on the fly,”
Knerr said.

The agreement requires ParkMo-
bile to receive $0.20 per transaction
plus 3% of the total transaction. Fur-
thermore, the customer will incur a
$0.40 on-demand user fee per trans-
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Council employs parking app

Continued from Page 1
action.

The councilman added that the
town’s cut of ParkMobile revenue will
go to the parking lot fund, which would
service the new lot and others in
Berlin.

“It’s profitable for [ParkMobile] and
us,” Knerr said.

According to Berlin Mayor Zack
Tyndall, while the parking system is
app-based, there will be other ways to
pay for a spot.

“There is the ability to call or text,”
he said. “You don’t just have to have a
smartphone.”

Furthermore, in the contract, Park-
Mobile gives the town the right to use
its software, which tracks the amount
of money coming in and lets police of-
ficers know who has paid and who has
not.

The contract was approved by the
Berlin Town Council this week.

Following the motion’s passage,
Councilman Steve Green initiated a
discussion concerning the status of the
new lot.

According to Public Works Director
Jimmy Charles, his team expects to be
able to park around 80 cars in the
grass lot for the annual bathtub races,
scheduled for Friday, June 20. The
crew is gearing up to install entrance
and exit signs within the next week or
two to “keep a general flow of in off of
[West Street] and exiting to [Washing-
ton Street].”

Charles added that he is considering
placing extra cones and barricades
along the street to control excessive
on-street parking.

“We might limit a little bit of the on-
street parking to provide ... a path on
West Street so multiple vehicles can
travel on West Street, not just the sin-
gle lane, which could happen if too
many people are on the street,” Charles
said.

Green noted that when the new lot
opens, he would like to see street park-
ing on West Street from Board to
Washington streets completely elimi-
nated.

Tyndall agreed but prefers to wait
for town staff to evaluate parking pat-
terns. The mayor suggested the council
engage in a discussion at its first meet-
ing in July before making any final de-
cisions on West Street parking.

“I don’t want us to blanket some-
thing without getting the full perspec-
tive,” Tyndall maintained.

Green responded that he under-
stood that perspective, but he worries
about vehicles being able to access the
lot with cars lined up on West Street.

“I worry about people being able to
get into the lot,” Green said. “I know I
wouldn’t be able to make that turn in
my truck to get into the lot if people are
parking where they are parking now.”

The mayor amended that before the
council can create a plan of action, the
entry and egress points could be de-
noted as no parking to ensure a man-
ageable distance for access into the lot.

“We’ll aim for the first meeting in
July to have a more comprehensive
discussion about the narrow streets in
that area,” Tyndall added.

Following those conversations,
parking changes will likely be made in
the areas of Washington and West
streets.

The new parking lot was conceived
out of the Town of Berlin’s historic
struggle to provide visitors and resi-
dents with enough parking, particu-
larly during crowded events.

To address this challenge, the Berlin
Mayor and Council entered into a 10-
year deal with William Esham, Jr., to
lease a vacant 2.13-acre lot on the west
side of West Street. The space will sup-
ply roughly 110 spots. The property’s
grass surface will remain during the
lot’s first year.

The lot’s concept plan came before
the Berlin Planning Commission last
month, where Knerr hinted at the
eventual use of ParkMobile. At that
time, the commission members ex-
pressed concern that if the space
charges visitors a fee, it would exacer-
bate congestion issues, as people may
scour neighborhoods for free spots.
Knerr noted that West Street and the
rear side of Washington could be des-
ignated as resident-only parking.

These decisions have yet to be ce-
mented, but new parking patterns will
likely be enforced later this summer.
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Mike Detmer, a rep-
resentative for Con-
gressman Andy
Harris, and OPA
Board Vice Presi-
dent Rick Farr are
pictured at last
week’s memorial
ceremony.
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War hero honored at memorial

Continued from Page 1
towering above the English Channel.

The task, often cited as the most
challenging mission of D-Day, re-
quired Kerchner and his fellow
rangers commanded by Lt. Col. James
E. Rudder, to climb a 100-foot cliff
under heavy German fire.

Kerchner assumed command of his
task group, Company D, after all the
senior officers were killed or seriously
injured.

His team scaled the 100-foot cliffs
to discover that the 155-millimeter
guns they were sent to destroy had
been relocated.

Yet, Kerchner and his men tracked
down and disabled the firearms, then
held their position against German
counterattacks for approximately
three days until reinforcements could
arrive.

Around 100 of the 225 Rangers
who stormed the Pointe du Hoc that
day survived. Later, Kerchner was
wounded near Saint-Lo6, but lived
through the war and was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross for his
heroism.

In part, Farr said that Kerchner’s
commendation read, “By his deter-
mined leadership and outstanding
heroism, he led his company in a suc-
cessful assault upon and captured
155-millimeter enemy gun positions.
While engaged in the operation, Ker-
chner and 15 members of his unit
were cut off from the main body and
surrounded for two and a half days.
His tenacity courageously held his po-
sition until he was relieved and was a
constant inspiration and source of en-
couragement to his troops.”

After the war, Kerchner returned to
Arundel Ice Cream Company, where
he had been employed before WWIL.
He was eventually elected president of
the business. Later, as the majority
stockholder, he sold the company and
retired to the Eastern Shore.

“As a child, [Kerchner] had once
taken the train to Ocean City, decided
he liked it, and had told his buddies, ‘T
am going to retire to Ocean City be-
fore I am 55,” Farr noted. “In 1970, he
made good on that promise.”

During his retirement, Farr said
Kerchner “immersed himself in af-
fairs” with St. Luke Catholic Church,

the American Legion Post 166, and
the Ocean City Hotel-Motel-Restau-
rant Association. Later, he moved to
Ocean Pines and was a founding
Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment member.

“[Kerchner] enjoyed boating, fish-
ing, and everything about the slow
pace of life here on the Maryland
Eastern Shore,” Farr added.

At the June 6 brick dedication,
OPVFD President Joe Enste placed
the paver at the memorial site to
honor Kerchner’s bravery in WWII
and his work with Ocean Pines emer-
gency services.

The ceremony included a formal
recognition and a recount of Kerch-
ner’s story and connections to north-
ern Worcester County, as well as a
presentation from Mike Detmer, a
representative for Congressman Andy
Harris.

Ocean Pines resident and former
board of directors member Marty
Clarke conceived the effort to include
Kerchner at the veterans memorial. In
March, when he began fundraising for
the paver, Clarke said that he had read
a book about D-Day around a year ago
and had seen Kerchner’s name men-
tioned in connection with Ocean City,
Maryland.

“I had never heard of him,” Clarke
said at the time. “He was in our local
American Legion and lived in Ocean
Pines, but there is nothing in the me-
morial, which I think is one of the
most beautiful amenities built in re-
cent history in Worcester County.
There is not a peep about [Kerchner].
That began the efforts to raise money
for the paver.”

The veterans memorial is accepting
donations in Kerchner’s name. Checks
may be sent to Worcester County Vet-
erans Memorial at Ocean Pines, P.O.
Box 1576, Berlin, Maryland 21811,
with “George Kerchner” written on
the check. The funds will bolster the
remembrance site’s teaching program
to area school children.

Every year, the Veterans Memorial
Foundation invites every Worcester
County fifth-grade class on a field trip
to the park. Students participate in a
tour and a three-part informational
program featuring different aspects
of the veteran area.
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HISTORY AWARD

Barbara Purnell was recognized as the 2025 “Bob and Kathy Fisher Award” recipient by the Worces-
ter County Historical Society (WCHS) at their spring banquet. This award is given annually to one
that has shown a dedication to the preservation of the history of Worcester County. Purnell was
honored for her outstanding efforts in helping restore Berlin’s Germantown School. Purnell is pic-
tured with Cara Downey, vice president of the WCHS.

[
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PATRIOT RECOGNITION

The General Levin Winder Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) presented
the DAR Medal of Honor to Marie Gilmore, center, at American Legion Post 166 in Ocean City. Amer-
icanism Committee Chair Pat Arata, left, who prepared the nomination package, explained the pres-
tigious award is given to a United States citizen by birth who has demonstrated extraordinary
leadership, trustworthiness, service, and patriotism. Regent Sharon Moak presented Gilmore with
the certificate and medal adding that this is an honor for both Gilmore and the chapter.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

Worshipful Master Eric Voges, center, of Evergreen Lodge #153 in Berlin presents Masonic Charities
of Maryland and Evergreen Lodge scholarship awards to Lucas Magathan, left, and Payton Piercey,
both graduates from Stephen Decatur High School this spring.

Berlin awarded grant for the
demolition of ruined facility

Dilapidated, multipurpose
building on Flower Street to
be removed for new center

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 12, 2025) The Town of
Berlin announced it has received
$297,449 in Community Develop-
ment Block Grant funds to demolish
the existing multipurpose building on
130 Flower Street, the town’s planned
community center site.

Sara Gorfinkel, executive assistant
to Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall, an-
nounced the news at a Town Council
meeting this week.

The governing group authorized
the successful submission of the
CDBG grant application in April to
the state. The money is part of addi-
tional funding available to Berlin for
the specific use of removing spot
blight.

Earlier this spring, Gorfinkel had
noted that in 2024, Berlin applied for
a $500,000 grant from the Maryland
Department of Housing and Commu-
nity Development’s CDBG program
to tear down the buildings on the fu-
ture community center’s property
and conduct site work. The project
was not awarded the full ask. How-
ever, the town did receive $100,000
to begin a feasibility study and pay for
preliminary expenses.

Through that process, it was dis-
covered that the town could apply for
special, additional funding, up to
$300,000, specifically for the re-
moval of spot blight. Berlin was noti-
fied it had received the funding on
Monday, June 9.

The finances will be used only for
the demolition of the multipurpose
building on the Flower Street prop-
erty, which Gorfinkel said is in disre-

KEEP WATCH

pair, thus allowing the town to qualify
for the grant.

“The multipurpose building will be
demolished shortly,” the executive
assistant said upon the award an-
nouncement.

In April, Gorfinkel noted that any
project funded with the CDBG must
meet specific national requirements.
Objectives such as benefiting persons
of low and moderate income, pre-
venting slum or blight, and eliminat-
ing an immediate threat to health,
safety, and welfare are required to be
considered eligible.

The defective building met these
standards and was thus awarded
nearly $300,000 for its elimination
from 130 Flower Street.

“[The multipurpose structure] has
been abandoned, tested positive for
lead paint and asbestos, and suffered
severe roof damage during the 2024-
2025 winter storms,” Gorfinkel said
at the April meeting. “The building,
once used for community events but
long abandoned, is now a source of
blight near Henry Park, which in-
cludes a playground and a basketball
court frequented by families and chil-
dren.”

Removing the structure, which
consists of hazardous materials, as-
bestos, and lead paint, will put the
town closer to creating the commu-
nity center.

The future facility is made possible
via a partnership between the Town
of Berlin, Berlin Community Im-
provement Association (BCIA),
SHOREUP! Inc., and the Worcester
County Commissioners, who worked
to combine four parcels of property
on Flower Street, formerly the site of
the Flower Street School. The center
will likely provide meeting space,
recreational activities, services, and
amenities.
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Berlin adopts budget, tax rate flat

Town Council approved
FY26 spending plan this
week, mayor calls it “solid”

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 12, 2025) The Town of
Berlin’s fiscal year 2026 budget
passed this week. The document in-
cludes a $17.4 million general fund,
a $8.8 million utility fund, and a flat
property tax rate.

The Berlin Town Council unani-
mously adopted the municipality’s
FY26 budget on Monday, June 9.
The spending plan consists of a bal-
anced general fund budget of ap-
proximately $17.4 million and a
balanced electric budget of about
$8.8 million.

A few changes were made to the
budget between its passage this week
and its review on May 27. For in-
stance, according to Berlin Finance
Director Natalie Saleh, the $50 Food
Lion gift card provided to employees
each year around Thanksgiving was
combined with the $300 one-time
payment, also given during the holi-
days.

This move was discussed at last
month’s budget review, during which
the council agreed that combining
employee appreciation line items

4500 COASTAL HIGHWAY UNIT 407 e ASTORIA e OCEAN CITY/
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$649,000
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made the most sense.

“I like it,” Councilman Steve
Green said at the time. “I think some
people don’t like shopping at that
particular grocery store, and it’s eas-
ier...I just can't imagine it not being
well-received.”

Additionally, Saleh said $50,000
had been added to the Worcester
County Unrestricted Grant.

Councilman Jack Orris noted that
the comprehensive plan update bud-
geted for FY26 is estimated to cost
around $100,000 but worries its
price tag could be north of that
amount. Orris inquired if the addi-
tional $50,000 from the county
could be used for the comp plan up-
grade, if it requires more funding.

“In the planning for the compre-
hensive plan update, we have bud-
geted for $100,000,” Orris said. “I
understand there is some concern
from some of us that that is not
enough...I'm not saying all of it, but
some of the $50,000 grant from the
county could get us to where we
would like to be for the comp plan
update. I'm just throwing that as an
option to do at another time.”

Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall agreed
that $100,000 may not be enough.

“We think $100,000 may do it,
but it could be upwards of $130,000
or $160,000,” he said.

Town Administrator Mary Bohlen
argued that “it’s hard to judge.” She
noted that the City of Cambridge’s
comprehensive plan cost around
$168,000, but that document covers
alarger area

“I'was thinking that after the Cam-
bridge discussion, $120,000 or
$130,000 might get us to where we
want to be,” Orris said.

Tyndall reminded the council that
the budget does carry about $44,000
in contingency, which could also help
the town with additional comprehen-
sive plan expenses if needed.

“If it comes in at $160,000, we
might have to relook at the scope of
the work ... But I think having a little
lever to pull in contingency ... I feel
comfortable with it,” he said. “It
might come in north of $100,000,
but if we had a contingency of
$18,000 like last year, I would be
more concerned.”

Also of note is the council’s deci-
sion to remain at a flat real property
tax rate of $0.8275 per $100 of as-
sessed value for FY26, despite staff
concern that an incremental increase
is needed to keep up with rising
costs.

Accounting for an increase in
property value, even with the un-
changed rate, the town projects addi-
tional property tax revenue of
around $350,000. Still, Saleh
pushed for an incremental property
tax rate increase throughout the
budget process to no avail.

“We are going through the same
routine that we go year after year

after year...without an incremental
increase,” she said last month.
“Every three years, the property is re-
assessed. When the new reassess-
ment hits, it will be higher, and for
you to say, ‘now we're going to do an
incremental increase,” plus the as-
sessed value will go up, it will get
harder. The more we wait, it's going
to get harder.”

Tyndall did say that Berlin resi-
dents are likely to see some move-
ment in the property tax rate next
year, despite Green’s argument that
the unchanged rate helps to relieve
financial strain on struggling fami-
lies.

“Our job, I look at it as balancing
that with what we’re hearing from
people out on the streets, and that is
that people are struggling,” Green
said in May. “Families are struggling
... We must balance that with what
we hear from people, and families,
working families, are struggling.”

Furthermore, the FY26 budget in-
cludes capital expenses, such as $2.5
million for Town Hall renovations,
$216,000 for restrooms at Stephen
Decatur Park, and $2.8 million for a
new public works facility at Heron
Park, as well as some carryover ini-
tiatives from departments like water
resources.

Saleh noted last month that these
expenses have forced the town to pull
from reserves, initiating a discussion
that this practice cannot continue.

“There are some carry projects
from fiscal 2025 that are not com-
pleted,” Saleh said in May. “The
heavy lifter is water resources, they
have major projects that they have
been doing for several years and
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPS)
funds have been almost depleted...
most of the biggest projects have
been funded by ARPA, but also we
have advanced some monies from
capital reserves to continue and the
prices of the project and the cost of
equipment, supplies, and operations
have been increasing recently.”

Tyndall added at the May meeting
that the finance department has
worked on building up the munici-
pality's reserves, resulting in a pro-
jected $285,000 in interest income.
Still, the mayor agreed with the fi-
nance director and said that to main-
tain Berlin’s strong financial
position, the town cannot continue to
pull from reserves.

Despite the few concerns, town of-
ficials believe the adopted budget is
monetarily sound.

“The budget has been a solid work
of our departments...I think it’s
solid,” Tyndall said this week. “We
have kept the tax rate the same, we
have invested in some significant
projects for FY26, and I think it's a
pretty good package all around.”

The full, adopted spending plan
can be viewed on the Town of
Berlin’s website.
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Federal, state grants eyed for skatmg park

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 12, 2025) The proposed
skate park for Berlin’s Heron Park
inches closer to becoming a reality, as
the town will pursue federal and state
grant funding to continue moving the
project forward.

At the Berlin Town Council’s Mon-
day, June 9 meeting, the body unan-
imously agreed to permit staff to
submit applications for the fiscal year
2027 Land and Water Conservation
Fund (LWCF), a federal grant, and
the Community Parks and Play-
ground Program (CPP), a state grant,
to support the development of a skate
park in town. The skating site’s pro-
posed location is parcel 410 of Heron
Park.

We Heart Berlin, a nonprofit pro-
moting recreational activities within
the municipality, is spearheading the
skate park initiative. According to
Berlin Special Projects Administrator
Kate Daub, the town has partnered
with the charitable group at this proj-
ect stage. As such, the Town of Berlin
will pursue the aforementioned
grants to help We Heart Berlin’s
stake park dream come to fruition.

“The primary objective now is to
secure the necessary funding to keep
the project moving forward,” Daub
said.

The plan is to apply for the FY27
LWCF funding by June 25. The fed-
eral grant requires a 50% non-federal
match. To meet this stipulation, the
town will also apply for the state-
funded CPP grant. Per the Maryland
Department of Natural Resources
website, the CPP application is due
on Wednesday, August 20, in the af-
ternoon.

“If all goes as planned, the plan is
to hopefully use Community Parks
and Playground funding as the match
for the Land Water Conservation
Fund,” the special project adminis-
trator said. “...Should we not receive
CPP, We Heart Berlin is committed
to meeting that match should we be
fortunate enough to receive the
LWCF.”

According to a staff report recom-
mending proceeding with the grants,
We Heart Berlin has invested over
$75,000 in early-phase work, includ-
ing conceptual design, community
engagement, and planning.

“Although this investment doesn’t
count as a formal match, it shows
strong local support and progress for
the project,” the document reads.

The skate park's total estimated
cost is $975,000. This price tag in-
cludes final design, permitting, con-
struction, and amenity installation.

Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall said
that the most the town will likely re-
ceive from CPP is approximately
$250,000, and as such, he and We
Heart Berlin Executive Director Tony
Weeg have discussed a phased ap-
proach to completing the initiative.

“We know that the first swath of
around $250,000 is going to be land
prep, demolition, getting the land
correct and elevated with soil, im-
paction, and prep work,” Weeg said.
“The bulk of the next $500,000 is
concrete. So, we have site preparation
first, then the rest after that.”

Tyndall said that he is confident
that if a solid CPP application is sub-
mitted and CPP is committed to
funding phase one, “the likelihood of
them funding phase two to complete
the project” increases.

Weeg added that more private
contributions will likely come
through if the skate park secures
these grants.

“Once we get the ball rolling with
grants and funding, and investors
around the area start seeing ... I've
been told, ‘Once we see that you're
real, we're going to show you that
we're real,” Weeg said. “[Investors]
have all said, ‘once we see it’s real, it’s
going to be real.” We just have to get
to a certain point with federal and
state grant funding and/or some
other private funding. Once we reach
that point, others will jump on board
quickly.”

Efforts to build a skatepark have
been steady for some time. In April,
We Heart Berlin members and Berlin
Public Works went to Heron Park to
mark the dimensions of where the
proposed 16,000 to 17,000 square
foot amenity will be located.

The site will feature a bowl, a
street plaza with quarter pipes, and a
pump track, which can help skaters
learn to transition without losing mo-
mentum.

Town leaders are confident Berlin
will soon have a skate park. Weeg
noted in April that his team’s goal is
to break ground in 2027, or earlier.

“This is the closest Berlin has ever
been to a skate park,” Tyndall said
this week.

“We’re going to get it,” Weeg
added. “I can see it in my head. We're
going to have it.”

We Heart Berlin
has partnered with
the Los Angeles-
based skate park
design company,
Spohn Ranch, to
create the potential
park’s concept
plan, pictured.
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Ocean Pines Association salutes volunteers

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 12, 2025) The Ocean Pines
Association leaders recognized the
community’s volunteers, organiza-
tions, and emergency service groups
last week at its annual appreciation
dinner, which officials noted was the
largest one yet, hosted at the neighbor-
hood's Yacht Club.

On Thursday, June 5, the OPA
Board of Directors’ Volunteer Appreci-
ation Dinner was held at the Yacht
Club, with food catered by the facility’s
new restaurant group, Touch of Italy.
The event welcomed committee lead-
ers, emergency personnel, organiza-
tion members, the neighborhood
operations team, and others in the [ D @ BN
Eastern Shore community. OPA Board v, © ¥ 9 : i A .. .
of Directors President Stuart Lakernick TARA FISCHER/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
noted that this year’s event yielded a  Ocean Pines Association President Stuart Lakernick is pictured recognizing community volunteers during the association’s annual appreciation
turnout of roughly 187 attendees, a dinner, held at the Ocean Pines Yacht Club.
third more than last year.

“We expanded out who we invited,” “Heavenly Father, we come before Following Farr’s prayer, Lakernick you’re organizing events, picking up
he said. “...We decided to not only you with grateful hearts, thankful for acknowledged the dinner attendees trash, or just offering your time, with
honor our committees, but we are also  the dedication of these volunteers and  with a speech. no fanfare, you make his community
honoring all of the different service all those who contribute to the Ocean “It's an absolute honor to stand here  thrive.”
groups that spend their time here in  Pines community,” he prayed. “Their before you tonight in this room filled The president recognized the OPA
Ocean Pines.” selfless service, kindness, and compas- ~ with people who make Ocean Pinesnot  Board of Directors, including himself,

Before dinner, OPA Board of Direc-  sion make Ocean Pines a better place just a place to live but a community Farr, Director Steve Jacobs, Director
tors Vice President Rick Farr led the for all who live and visit here ... May worth calling home,” he said. “Youre Elaine Brady, Director Jeff Heavner,
room in a prayer, recognizing all the their acts of service inspire others and the volunteers, the problem solvers, Director and Secretary John Latham,
OPA members who give back to the may they always remember the impor- the steady hands and open hearts that and Director and Treasurer Monica
community. tance of community, care, and charity.” keep everything moving. Whether See OPA Page 12
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OPA recognizes
groups, leaders

Continued from Page 10
Rakowski.

OPA General Manager John Viola,
Linda Martin, senior director of ad-
ministration, and Ocean Pines Police
Chief Tim Robinson were acknowl-
edged for their attendance, as were
elected officials State Senator Mary
Beth Carozza, Delegate Wayne Hart-
man, County Commissioner Chip
Bertino, and Worcester County Sheriff
Matt Crisafulli.

Lakernick moved on to recognize
the Worcester County Veterans Memo-
rial Foundation Board, the Ocean
Pines Women’s Club, the Ocean Pines
Pine’eer Craft Club, the Ocean Pines
Association Neighborhood Watch Pro-
gram, and the Kiwanis Club of Ocean
Pines and Ocean City.

The community’s committee chairs,
the leaders of the volunteer groups in
Ocean Pines that work as advisory bod-
ies, and OPA’s public safety teams,
such as the police and police depart-
ments, were also honored.

“To everyone in this room, whether
you're a chair, a committee member,
serve on the board, run an organiza-
tion, protect our community, report
the news, or simply just step up when
you're asked, everyone in this room
makes Ocean Pines a special place,”

Lakernick concluded.
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By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 12, 2025) A new Little Free
Library is soon coming to Stephen
Decatur Park in Berlin. It will be
available for parents and park goers
to enjoy as their children play, in an
effort to encourage reading and shar-
ing stories.

The library box, to be placed near
the fenced-in playground at Stephen
Decatur Park, is an initiative spear-
headed by Stephen Decatur High
School sophomore Vincent Schicchi.
The young student is a Life Scout in
Berlin Troop 225, working toward his
Eagle Scout Rank. The book collec-
tion site will act as his Eagle Scout
project.

The Little Free Library will be
small and decorated with waterproof,
wood-colored paint to look natural.
The Berlin Troop member plans to
order a kit to build the box. The li-
brary will be made of plywood with a
metal roof and cedar posts to ensure
it’s structurally sound, and visitors
will be encouraged to take and return
books during their stops at Stephen
Decatur Park.

The box will contain an assort-
ment of children's and adult books.
Schicchi said he intends to ask the
Berlin Library if they have any older
novels to donate to get him started, in

AL

FABCAKE FACTORY (5

addition to contributions from
friends, family, and community
members.

Schicchi said that the box's idea is
to encourage Berlin residents to turn
to books rather than electronics dur-
ing their visits to Stephen Decatur
Park.

“Many parents who visit the park
and take their kids might want to
read some literature and need some-
thing to do,” he said. “There are a lot
of benches at Stephen Decatur Park.
It would be great for them to sit down
and read while their kids are playing.
I think it’s very important to imple-
ment reading nowadays since many
people are on their cell phones.”

The project is also reminiscent of
the scout’s childhood before moving
to the Berlin area.

“When I lived in New York, there
was a park I would visit a lot, and I re-
member opening a box and reading
books,” Schicchi said. “It brings back
some nostalgia, and I just always
thought it was very interesting.”

Schicchi said he would fundraise
for the money needed to complete the
Little Free Library initiative, esti-
mated at around $850 for materials.
Schicchi and his mother plan to vol-
unteer their maintenance services,
which will include rotating and re-
placing books as needed.

library coming to Berlin park

We Heart Berlin President Tony
Weeg, who was in the audience of the
June 9 Berlin Mayor and Council
meeting where the project was pre-
sented, suggested to Schicchi that the
base of the library is “thick and heavy
so it doesn't sway or fall forward,”
particularly when the ground is wet,
as the books will be heavy.

“It needs to be secure at the bot-
tom,” he said.

Berlin Public Works Director
Jimmy Charles added that he and his
team will be on site when the library
box is installed to ensure its struc-
tural strength.

The library box will be officially
registered with Little Free Library, a
nonprofit group based in Minnesota
whose mission is to expand access to
books in communities throughout the
nation. This goal is achieved through
the small book lockers, which are open
seven days a week, 24 hours a day, and
incur no cost, “removing barriers to
book access,” their website says.

This week, the Berlin Town Coun-
cil unanimously approved the Little
Free Library at Stephen Decatur
Park.

“I think this is a wonderful project
and I think it will be very well re-
ceived by the residents of Berlin,”
Councilman Jay Knerr, a fellow Eagle
Scout himself, said.
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Berlin Bathtub Races returns to Main Street

Parade, trials planned for
35th annual event, to be
held downtown June 20

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 12, 2025) The Berlin Cham-
ber of Commerce is gearing up to host
the 35th annual Berlin Bathtub
Races, where participants will zoom
their bathtub-inspired vehicles down
Main Street for the chance to secure
bragging rights.

This year, the creative and com-
petitive tradition will be held on Fri-
day, June 20, on Main Street in
downtown Berlin. A parade of the
homemade tubs will begin at 6 p.m.,
with races to follow, kicking off at
around 6:15 p.m.

Each year, the Berlin Bathtub
Races provide local businesses with a
fun advertising method, as they hitch
up their modified, road-capable bath-
tub and compete against their neigh-
bors in a series of heats. The winner
receives bragging rights for their
speed and style, and their name is
added to the trophy, known as the
Turner Cup.

The winning trophy is a tribute to
the late Jesse Turner, the former
owner of the Main Street repair busi- FILE PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
ness, the Berlin Shoe Box. Turner Racers speed down Main Street in this file photo of the Berlin Bathtub Races. This year’s event will be held June 20. A parade will kick off the
helped get the races off the ground festivities, and the races will follow.
and actively participated in the tradi-
tion, coming up victorious on several
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“The Bathtub Races are a one-of-
a-kind, high-energy event that brings
the community together for a night of
fun and friendly competition,” the
Berlin Chamber of Commerce’s web-
site reads. “Participants race cre-
atively designed, bathtub-inspired
vehicles down Main Street, compet-
ing for speed, style, and bragging
rights. Whether you'’re a racer or a
spectator, there’s plenty of excite-
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No guards on duty for Assateague’s fed side

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(June 12, 2025) Just as summer
crowds are arriving, a federal hiring
freeze is preventing the National Park
Service from staffing any lifeguards at
Assateague Island National Seashore.

Lifeguards have not been deemed
“public safety” personnel, thereby qual-
ifying them for an exception to Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s April 17 overall
hiring freeze. That directive, an Execu-
tive Order, was a follow-up on a freeze
Trump imposed Jan. 20. The order adds
that the federal Office of Personnel
Management department may grant ex-
emptions.

The U.S. Interior Department, which
oversees the National Park Service, also
issued notice of an indefinite freeze on
personnel actions in a May 2 internal
memo. The freeze includes promotions,
reassignments, schedule changes, hard-
ship transfers, and any new hiring.

“This decision has been made to en-
sure stability during our current em-
ployee data review processes and to
streamline our operational focus associ-
ated with potential reductions in force,”
wrote Stephanie M. Holmes, acting
chief human capital officer for the Inte-
rior Department.

The Interior Department issued an-
other notice on April 3, clarifying that
some seasonal and public safety posi-

tions would be exempt from the freeze.
The list included 55 jobs in the cate-
gories of emergency response, firefight-
ing, law enforcement, security and
aviation. Lifeguards did not make the
list.

Assateague Island National Seashore
Superintendent Hugh Hawthorne and a
spokeswoman for the Interior Depart-
ment both declined to comment for this
report. An emailed inquiry to the Office
of Public Affairs at the National Park
Service on May 30 turned up a terse and
unsigned response: “We have no further
information to share at this time.”

First response for water rescues falls
to Berlin Fire Company, which is un-
changed from the status quo, according
to President David Fitzgerald. He’s also
reached out to the office of U.S. Sen.
Chris Van Hollen for confirmation
whether any lifeguards will be staffing
the federal beach this summer.

Rep. Andy Harris, whose First Con-
gressional District encompasses the en-
tirety of the Maryland side of
Assateague Island, has not received any
citizen inquiries about the lifeguarding
situation at the National Seashore, ac-
cording to spokeswoman Anna
Adamian.

Lifeguards at nearby Assateague
State Park will continue to monitor
emergencies on the National Seashore
and will respond and assist if available,
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according to Gregg Bortz, a spokesman
for the state’s Department of Natural
Resources.

“The Maryland Park Service strongly
cautions visitors not to swim in un-
guarded areas,” he said. “Assateague
State Park is fully staffed and we encour-
age island visitors who want to swim to
use the state beach or remain very close
toit.”

Assateague Island National Seashore
typically staffs 12 to 13 lifeguards. This
includes one head lifeguard as supervi-
sor and dozen seasonal guards — six
each on both the Maryland and Virginia
sides of the park. The lifeguard crew
usually drops to eight or nine at sum-
mer’s end when some go back to school.

The Maryland side of the park
doesn’t guard all 22 miles of its shore-
line, as the top half contains pockets of
guarded recreational beach, and the
bottom half is the over-sand vehicle
area, which is unguarded. In the mean-
time, visitors are urged to exercise cau-
tion at unguarded beaches.

With no clear resolution in sight, ad-
vocates warn that national parks like As-
sateague are at a breaking point, with
essential staff positions unfilled and no
guarantee of relief on the horizon.

The hiring freeze has created a “cloud
of uncertainty” for those still employed
by the National Park Service (NPS), ac-
cording to Ed Stierli, senior mid-At-
lantic director for the National Parks
Conservation Association, an advocacy
organization.

He said the NPS as an agency is still
facing looming consolidation, reduc-
tions in force, and deferred resignations
after having already lost about 13% of its
workforce.

“We're in this kind of Orwellian at-
mosphere where the Park Service staff
can't even inform the public about what
might be potential life-threatening or
emergency information, other than
posting a sign saying, ‘no lifeguards,” he
said in an interview.

Many probationary employees al-
ready have been cut loose by this presi-
dential administration; Stierli says this
impacted hiring in national parks be-
cause many of the probationary workers
were the ones doing the hiring.

“All of a sudden, the National Park
Service and the federal government
doesn't really look like a stable em-
ployer, because they're constantly
downsizing at random. You have no
idea what it's going to be like working
there. And there's been just delay after
delay, which has led to this point where
we're past Memorial Day weekend and
there's not a single lifeguard at the
park,” he said.

Stierli said he worries the national
parks are “hitting a breaking point” and
he’s worried many will be shuttered.
“You're just going to run out of people to
work there, and they'll just have to close
the gates. It’s bleak,” he said.

A group of two dozen Democratic
U.S. senators, including Maryland’s Van
Hollen, shared their concerns in a Feb.
7 letter, urging Interior Department
Secretary Doug Burgum to immediately
re-issue seasonal employment offers to
NPS workers. Despite increased visita-
tion, they say the agency is still operat-
ing below staffing levels following
budget cuts in the 2010s.

“Americans showing up to national
parks this summer and for years to
come don’t deserve to have their vaca-
tions ruined by a completely preventa-
ble — and completely irresponsible —
staffing shortage,” the letter says.

The Trump administration’s pro-
posed 2026 budget cuts more than $1
billion from the National Park System,
which oversees 443 park units in all 50
states.

Last month, Burgum told a Senate
panel that any NPS unit without “Na-
tional Park” in its name, such as a his-
toric or cultural site, shouldn't be
managed by the park service, instead
being transferred to the states.
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Inlet dredging ‘critical’ for summer season

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(June 12, 2025) Worcester County
officials are pressing the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers to perform emer-
gency dredging at the Ocean City inlet
ahead of the White Marlin Open.

“It is critical that these boats are
able to get through the inlet. That abil-
ity is in jeopardy unless summer
dredging occurs,” County Commis-
sioners President Ted Elder wrote in a
May 27 letter to the Army Corps’ Bal-
timore office.

There’s urgency here because the
usual dredge vessels, the Murden and
Currituck, will be unavailable to clear
sediment ahead of the Aug. 4-8 fishing
tournament, leaving county leaders
looking for other options.

The Murden is in drydock and
won’t be available until July, while the
Currituck is currently out of service,
according to Bob Mitchell, the county’s
director of environmental programs.

He said the Army Corps’ Baltimore
District will make an emergency re-
quest to the Wilmington District to

schedule the use of the sidecaster
dredge Merritt to clear sediment be-
fore the White Marlin Open.

More frequent inlet dredging is cru-
cial to keep ahead of shoaling and ero-
sion, which has only gotten worse
since Hurricane Sandy in 2012,
Mitchell told county officials in a May
12 internal memo.

He stressed to the County Commis-
sioners that they must explain “the se-
riousness of the situation here in the
inlet” to the Army Corps, and empha-
sized the need for another mainte-
nance dredging pass before the White

Marlin Open.
“This dredging event not only ben-
efits our tournament visitors,”

Mitchell wrote, “but the dredge visit
also provides a measure of safety with
sediment removal accommodating the
vessel drafts for our commercial fish-
ing fleet as well.”

Two Army Corps initiatives main-
tain the channel. One is the As-
sateague Long Term Sand
Management Project, where a boat
dredges the inlet and the ebb shoal just
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offshore of the inlet, and deposits the
material on the beach at Assateague
Island. Funding for that program is
split evenly between the Army Corps
and the National Park Service.

The second program is the mainte-
nance dredging of the inlet, also
known as the Navigational Program.
Funded entirely by the Army Corps,
this effort is constrained by dredge
availability and the federal budget, ac-
cording to Mitchell.

Once the Murden is out of the boat-
yard, the Corps hopes to bring the ves-
sel back into a season cycle for
maintenance dredging and the As-
sateague sand management program.

With a local economic impact of
about $30 million, the iconic White
Marlin Open brings hundreds of boats
to Ocean City as anglers compete for
millions in prize money. The event is

considered the largest billfish tourna-
ment in the world and has a massive
economic impact on the resort.

An undredged inlet puts some very
expensive boats at risk of running
aground at the mouth of the West
Ocean City commercial fishing harbor,
said White Marlin Open founder Jim
Motsko.

“It would be a major issue if it
wasn’t dredged,” he said in an inter-
view. “You sure as heck don’t want
them running aground where they
can’t come in or leave the harbor. If
these folks don’t dredge it, it would re-
ally, really hurt us.”

Motsko said he expects upwards of
400 boats in this year’s tournament.
So far, he’s booked about 80 boats,
with the majority of entries expected
to come in closer to the tournament
date.
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County budget adopted by divided officials

Approved funding for local
schools comes in $2.7M
under requested amount

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(June 12, 2025) Worcester County
officials approved their 2026 operat-
ing budget this week, one that in-
creases spending on education,
public safety, and employee pay while
cutting the property tax rate.

Buoyed by millions in new revenue
from income tax and property tax,
the finalized $281.4 million operating
budget represents a 7% increase over
the prior year, or $19.4 million.

Expected revenue exceeded pro-
jected expenses, resulting in a surplus
of about $2.8 million. Officials also
moved $3.8 million into reserves.

“I believe this budget has been
struck with everyone in mind,” Ted
Elder, president of the county’s Board
of Commissioners, said at Tuesday’s
commissioners’ meeting. “Everybody
got something. Very few places in the
state of Maryland can boast of that.”

Elder also said he was pleased to
“give back to our constituency” by
lowering the property tax rate by 3
cents, dropping it from $0.845 to
$0.815 for every $1,000 of assessed
value. That decrease means the
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county will lose about $2.4 million in
revenue. Worcester’s property tax
rate is the second lowest among all 24
Maryland counties.

New revenue for fiscal 2026 in-
cludes $11.7 million in property taxes,
$6 million from income tax, and $1.2
million more from recordation and
transfer taxes. Residential property

like they did what they needed to do,
and that they felt like they did the
right thing. I just, I don't agree with
them — I respect their positions,
maybe not their decision,” Ferrante
said. “Certainly, I don't think the
school system can continue to pro-
duce the kind of results that it's pro-
duced without getting the adequate

funding that it

tax revenues
jumped this year
because assessed

real estate values
increased by about
21% statewide, ac-
cording to the
state’s Department
of Assessment and
Taxation.

County schools
were approved for
$113.8 million in
funding, or $7.5

‘I believe this budget has been
struck with everyone in mind.
Everybody got something. Very

few places in the state of
Maryland can boast of that.
Ted Elder,

president of the county’s
Board of Commissioners

needs.”

For weeks, com-
missioners had
fiercely debated —
both at public meet-
ings and in the
court of social
media — the school
board’s plan to offer
an across-the-board
$4,000 salary in-
crease for teachers
and $2,000 for sup-

million more than
last year, including a boost of about
$150,000 for after school programs.
It’'s an amount that still landed
$2.7 million shy of the Board of Edu-
cation’s $115 million ask, meaning its
budget will be short $1.1 million on
salaries and $1.6 million for materials
of instruction and other expenses, ac-
cording to school board president
Todd Ferrante.
“Those four commissioners felt
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port staff.

Those raises were part of a two-
year budgeting strategy to comply
with a state-mandated $60,000 min-
imum starting teacher salary. School
leaders have said about three-fourths
of all school districts have met this
minimum already ahead of a July
2027 deadline.

Unions for both teachers and sup-
port staff had approved those raises
in contract negotiations. However,
because the county did not fully fund
the Board of Education budget, it
means the school board and the
teacher’s union will have to go back
to the bargaining table.

Because teachers got raises, the
commissioners decided to share the
wealth and give a $2,500 cost-of-liv-
ing increase to all county employees.
Technically, this COLA also includes
teachers, though it’s not up to county
officials — who can only approve or
deny the overall school board budget
request — to dictate how schools com-
pensate employees.

Salaries for the sheriff’s depart-
ment also were a point of contention
in this budget. Sheriff Matt Crisafulli
had asked for about $20 million in
funding. That included pay grade in-
creases for active deputies and a

Belong at Temple Bat Yam

A Reform Jewish Congregation

Call for More Information
410-641-4311 or
email office@templebatyam-oc.org
TempleBatYam-oc.org

salary bump for recruits.

The commissioners declined to
fund about $224,000 in deputy over-
time, but did agree to fund higher
rookie-level pay, which will increase
from $55,037 to $62,632. They also
approved a pay grade increase that
takes effect July 1.

Crisafulli’s final budget for 2026
comes in around $19.3 million, or
$2.4 million over last year. “We feel
we are moving in a positive direction
with our budgetary needs,” he said in
a statement. “We must stay competi-
tive as other law-enforcement agen-
cies continue to increase their salary
packages.”

The county typically offers unre-
stricted grants to its four municipali-
ties, as well as the Ocean Pines
homeowner’s association. Commis-
sioners initially said they would flat-
fund those requests but ended up
changing course and instead gave
Berlin, Ocean City, Snow Hill, and
Pocomoke City each $50,000 more
than last year. Ocean City’s request
for another $1 million for police re-
cruiting was denied.

The commissioners also had given
the go-ahead to cut the income tax,
from a rate of 2.25% down to 2%, but
this effort failed because the county’s
current income tax rate — lowest in
Maryland — is already at the mini-
mum level allowable by state law.

As a result, the county ends up
with more income tax revenue than
first projected under a 2% income tax
rate. “We weren't able to help the
workers get more in their paychecks
because the state blocked us on that,”
Commissioner Elder noted.

Special projects funded include
upgrades to the county’s fire training
center ($1.8 million) as well as roof
replacements for both the Govern-
ment Center building in Snow Hill
($2.8 million) and Pocomoke Ele-
mentary School ($1.7 million). Public
safety grants included $2.9 million
for fire companies and $9.6 million to
bolster ambulance service.

And, while not technically a part of
this year’s budget, commissioners

See INCOME Page 17
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Income tax drop
voided after state
law comes to light

Continued from Page 16

also decided to drop the homestead
tax credit from 3% to 0%. It means
qualifying homeowners could effec-
tively lock in their property tax bill for
as long as they own the home. This
will take effect in summer 2027 after
the commissioners officially make the
change in early 2026, according to
county spokeswoman Kim Moses.

Commissioners approved the
budget in a 4-3 vote, with majority
support from Caryn Abbott, Chip
Bertino, Jim Bunting, and Elder.
“No” votes came from Joe Mitrecic,
Diana Purnell, and Eric Fiori.

The two groups evolved into
cliques, and showed a clear philo-
sophical split as the months-long
budget process unfolded — mostly
over how to allocate their revenue
windfall — with tempers flaring at
times and snide comments slipping
out during heated discussions.

The three commissioners who
voted down this budget had vocally
supported fully funded budget re-
quests for both teachers and police,
saying that the county’s coffers were
more than flush enough to accommo-
date everyone’s request and still leave
a surplus.

By contrast, the other four ap-
proached the surplus with more care-
ful hesitation, saying there could be
bigger bills coming down the pike.
Elder in particular said he’s been told
that the Maryland General Assembly
is likely to call a special session in Oc-
tober, when lawmakers could foist
new unfunded mandates onto coun-
ties.

Commissioner Purnell — who
doesn’t often speak at length, or even
at all during commissioner meetings
— scolded her peers for several min-
utes for not opening the county’s
pocketbook in light of the revenue
windfall. She talked about how every-
thing is more expensive, including
day care and rent.

“I've had so many emails from vot-
ers that are saying, don’t take away
things from my children or our sen-
iors. We need these things,” said Pur-
nell (District 2, Central). “We’re in
better shape than a lot of people in
this state.”

Commissioner Bunting (District 6,
Bishopville) said this budget — his
15th since being elected in 2010 —
“addresses something fairly for
everybody in the county.”

“I've been on the side that ap-
proved the budget, and I've voted
against the budget. And I definitely
didn’t sit here and act like a child,
like some people have,” he said.
“Four people can’t be wrong or right
all the time, and three people can’t be
wrong or right all the time. Appar-
ently, four people decided something
today.”

PHOTO COURTESY LORI MARTIN PHOTOGRAPHY

HELLO, THERE

One of several dolphin putting on a show in the bay east of Ocean Pines is pictured last Saturday evening around sunset.
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Friends of the Pines Library President Jim Meckley is pictured presenting a $1,000 check to Wor-

Wic Community College student Olivia Haines.

Library friends group awards
scholarship to area student

Haines planned to earn
degree at Wor-Wic before
transferring to Salis. Univ.

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 12, 2025) An ambitious,
local student was awarded a $1,000
scholarship this week to advance her
education as she pursues a career
path in library science.

On Monday, June 9, the Friends of
the Ocean Pines Library (FOPL), a
volunteer group dedicated to assist-
ing facility staff in providing commu-
nity resources, presented Wor-Wic
Community College student Olivia
Haines with a $1,000 check. The
scholarship will be used for her future
education costs as she works towards
a master's in library science.

Haines is nearing graduation from
Wor-Wic. With just one more semes-
ter to go, the student, a resident of
Ocean Pines, will receive her associ-
ate's degree in general studies from
the community college with honors
distinction. Haines will then enroll at
Salisbury University, where she in-
tends to major in English Literature
with a minor in art history.

Typically, to work in the library
science field, a master’s degree is re-
quired. As such, upon completing her
bachelor’s degree, Haines plans to at-
tend the University of Maryland,
where she will obtain her library sci-
ence certification.

The $1,000 check, courtesy of
FOPL, will help her as she advances
her education.

www.baysideoc.com

+
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Haines said she hopes to stay on
the Eastern Shore after she gradu-
ates, at least for a while.

“I want to stay here and continue

See HAINES Page 20
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Haines earns S1K scholarship

Continued from Page 19

to work with [the Ocean Pines Li-
brary], at least for a little while,” she
said. “My absolute dream job would
probably be working with the Smith-
sonian Libraries or something like
that. I want to hang around here and
support the community that provided
me this scholarship.”

Haines’ decision to pursue library
science came from time she spent
with her mother as a child.

“When I was younger, my mom
would take me to the library all the
time,” the student said. “That was our
favorite pastime. She would take me
to storytime, she would take me to
check out a bunch of books.”

While Haines has always loved
reading, she said that for a long time,
she saw herself in a more STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering, math)
field, like marine biology. However,
after taking a few science classes at
Wor-Wic, she realized something bet-
ter aligned with her passion for sto-
ries would be the right career choice.

“I was taking science classes at
Wor-Wic, and I was like, ‘okay, I like
this but maybe it’s not my thing,”” she
noted. “I'm more of an English per-
son. I was looking at things you could
do with an English major, and for the
longest time, I was undecided about
what I wanted to do. Then one day I
was researching majors and came

across library science, and something
clicked.”

The young student has already
kick-started her work with the public
library system. According to Jim
Meckley, the FOPL president, Haines
volunteers at the Ocean Pines Library
every Thursday.

“She is very ambitious,” he said.

Meckley added that he met Haines
when he and his wife were having
dinner at Carrabba’s, and the library
science-hopeful was their server. The
FOPL president said that they got to
talking, and she told them about her
desired career path. She has since
lent her time to the Ocean Pines facil-
ity each week.

“Sometimes you just have a feeling
about people. They are genuine, am-
bitious, and they have everything
going for them,” Meckley said of the
scholarship recipient.

As such, Haines was awarded the
$1,000 to continue her studies.

Meckley said the scholarship was
conceived three years ago to provide
funds for students looking to enter a
library-focused field. As the FOPL
president awarded Haines the check,
he noted that he hopes to see the stu-
dent back at the library in a paid ca-
pacity after she completes her
studies.

“We are hoping maybe someday
she’ll be employed here,” he said.
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Obituaries

KAREN MARY PIPPIN

Berlin

Karen Mary Pippin, age 68 passed
away unexpectedly Sunday, June 1, 2025
ather home.

Born in New York,
she was the daughter of
the late Andrew Ask-
land and Mary (Daly)
Askland. Karen was the
wife of the late Herbert
Lanis Pippin.

Karen was a loving
wife, mother, grand-
mother and friend. Car-
ing for others and helping people was
her true passion. She was an incredible
wife and her love and devotion to her
sons and grandchildren was unwaver-
ing.

Karen was the kind of friend you
could always count on. A barber by
trade, she built lifelong friendships
through her care, warmth, and the pride
she took in helping people look and feel
their best. She will be deeply missed by
all who knew and loved her.

Karen is survived by her sons, Jordan
Pippin (Lindsay Robinson) and Lanis
Pippin (Cindy Long); her grandchildren,
Cheyenne Long, Seth Pippin and Isla
Pippin; as well as her siblings, Steve Ask-
land and Laurie Brittingham. She was
preceded in death by her brother Sandy
Askland.

Cremation followed Karen’s passing.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at
Holy Savior Catholic Church, 1705
Philadelphia Ave., Ocean City, MD
21842 at 11am on Wednesday, June 11,
2025. Inurnment will follow at Sunset
Memorial Park in Berlin, Maryland.
Arrangements are in the care of The
Burbage Funeral Home in Berlin, Mary-
land.

Condolences may be shared with the
family via
www.burbagefuneralhome.com.

JACK COLCORD

Berlin

John “Jack” Colcord, age 71, passed
away on Monday, June 2, 2025, in
Berlin.

Born in New Haven,
Connecticut, he was the
son of the late Carl and
Ruth (Morris) Colcord.
Jack was a beloved hus-
band, devoted father,
and dear friend to
many. His greatest
roles in life were those
of husband and father.
He was fiercely dedicated to his family,
always putting them at the center of
everything he did. With a fun-loving
spirit and a heart full of kindness, Jack
was known for his easy smile and warm
greetings. He never met a stranger.

A passionate physical fitness enthusi-
ast, Jack especially loved cycling. He
turned that passion into a livelihood,
running a successful bike rental business
for over 25 years along the boardwalk in
Ocean City. Beyond the boardwalk, Jack

s

Jack Colcord

raced competitively on a national level,
continuing to win gold through 2023.

He also shared a deep love of amuse-
ment parks with his wife Colleen and son
Cannon. Some of their most joyful mo-
ments were spent together at Disney and
Universal Studios, where Jack’s playful
spirit and sense of wonder shone
brightly. Whether racing Cannon to the
next ride or simply soaking in the magic
of the parks, Jack embraced every expe-
rience with childlike joy and genuine en-
thusiasm.

Jack’s energy, generosity, and love of
life touched all who knew him. His
legacy lives on in the countless memories
shared with family, friends and the cy-
cling community he loved so much.

He is survived by his wife of 21 years,
Colleen Hahn Colcord, a son, Cannon
Colcord, a brother, Michael Colcord
(Laura) and two nephews, Max Colcord
and Lex Colcord. He also leaves behind
an extensive family of in-laws who
adored him.

In addition to his parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by two brothers, Edward
Colcord and Richard Colcord.

Cremation followed his death. No for-
mal services are planned at this time.
Letters of condolence can be sent to the
family via
www.burbagefuneralhome.com.
Arrangements are in the care of The
Burbage Funeral Home.
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MONEY RAISED FOR SPECIAL NEEDS PROGRAM

On Worcester Wednesday, May 28, students and faculty at Worcester Preparatory School (WPS)
came together to support TOPSOCCER, a community-based program for young athletes with dis-
abilities through River Soccer Club. The effort raised approximately $1,700 for the cause. Each
month, WPS students are invited to nominate charitable organizations for the school’s monthly
Worcester Wednesday fundraiser. For May, junior Beckett Green,17, submitted TOPSOCCER, an or-
ganization close to his heart. As a dedicated TOPSOCCER Buddy, Green volunteers his time working
with players in the program, including his brother, Carson, 15, helping to foster their growth through
the game of soccer. Above, Green receives a check from Head of School Dr. John McDonald.
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Opinion

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

Through heroism, late
vet offers perspective

Talk about a study in contrasts! All one has to do is look
at what’s happening in the country today — political name-
calling, bitter divisiveness and extreme positions staked out
by the parties involved — and then consider the single-
minded selflessness of Lt. George Kerchner at Normandy on
June 6, 1944, D-Day.

While under fire from the Germans above, Kerchner led
his company of Army Rangers up the 100-foot cliffs at Pointe
du Hoc and then guided them to the five German artillery
emplacements that threatened Utah and Omaha beaches
down below and destroyed them.

He and 15 members of his unit soon found themselves sur-
rounded by the enemy but managed to repel them for two-
and-a-half days until relief troops arrived.

As reported by Descendents of WWII Rangers’ website,
wwiirangers.org, “50 years later, a fellow Ranger confided in
one of Mr. Kerchner’s sons, ‘When we were surrounded for
so long, I had started to cry and would have kept it up if it
wasn’t for your dad jumping in my foxhole and holding me
like a baby.”

Lt. Kerchner, who moved to Ocean City in 19770 and later
to Ocean Pines, died on Feb. 17, 2012. At the urging of Ocean
Pines resident Marty Clarke, a memorial brick in Kerchner’s
name was added to the circle at the Worcester County Vet-
erans Memorial in Ocean Pines last Friday, the 81st anniver-
sary of the Normandy invasion.

Although the Army recognized Kerchner’s heroism by
awarding him the Distinguished Service Cross, second only
to the Congressional Medal of Honor, he did not undertake
this harrowing assault for personal recognition, or glory, or
reward. He did it because that was his duty.

It might be said that was then and this is now but reflect-
ing on the purity of motive exhibited by Lt. Kerchner on that
day, in that place and under those conditions does put cur-
rent events in perspective.

Thank you, veterans memorial members, volunteers and
donors, for giving us that opportunity.

BAYSIDE W GAZETTE

11934 Ocean Gateway, Suite 6, Ocean City, Md. 21842
Phone: 410-723-6397 / Fax: 410-723-6511.

EDITOR ......coooiiiiiiii e Stewart Dobson
EXECUTIVEEDITOR ............cccciiiiieneane, Steve Green
ASSOCIATE EDITOR .............c.cceeveeneee. Bethany Hooper
STAFF WRITERS...................... Tara Fischer, Brian Shane
ACCOUNT MANAGERS ........ Mary Cooper, Renée Kelly,

.................................................................. Terri French

CLASSIFIEDS/LEGALS ....................... Pamela Green

ART DIRECTOR ...........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeans Cole Gibson
SENIOR PAGE DESIGNER ........................ Susan Parks
SENIOR AD DESIGNER..................ceenuneeee. Kelly Brown
PUBLISHER.............ccoooiiiiiiecei, Christine Brown
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT ..........cceenveee. Gini Tufts

The Bayside Gazette is published weekly by FLAG Publications, Inc.
11934 Ocean Gateway, Suite 6, Ocean City, Md. 21842.
The Bayside Gazette is available by subscription at $90/year or $45/6 mos.
Visit us on the Web at www.baysideoc.com.

Copyright 2025

Letters

Commissioners hurt
school support staff

Editor,

The Worcester County
Education Support Profes-
sionals Association
(WCESPA) is deeply disap-
pointed that the Worcester
County Commissioners
failed to fully fund the Board
of Education’s budget re-
quest. This decision has di-
rect consequences—not just
for teachers, but for the low-
est-paid employees in our
schools: the support staff.

When funding falls short,
education support profes-
sionals are often the first to
lose out. Many of us are al-
ready working for wages that
fall below a livable standard,
and this year’s budget would
have offered a long-overdue
and much-needed raise.
Denying that funding means
denying dignity to workers
who keep our schools run-
ning every single day.

We especially want to
thank Commissioners Diana
Purnell, Ted Mitrecic, and
Eric Fiori for voting in favor
of fully funding our schools.
Your support of students
and staff alike is appreciated
and remembered.

To the remaining com-
missioners—we urge you to
reflect on the impact of your
decisions.  Underfunding
schools doesn’t just hurt
teachers. It hurts nurses,
cafeteria workers, custodi-
ans, aides, secretaries, tech-
nical support and bus
drivers—the very people who
make safe learning possible.

Tvory Smith

Berlin

(The writer is the presi-
dent of the Worcester

County Education Support
Professionals Association
(WCESPA.)

County must right a

wrong in Snow Hill

Editor,

For years now, the County
Commissioners have ab-
solutely refused to pick up a
phone and stop the county
landscapers from destroying
property in Snow Hill and
causing incredible health
problems for the citizens.

For this reason, the fight
will be elevated to include
the Maryland Environmen-
tal Protection, the state's at-
torney, the Maryland State
Police and our statewide
elected leaders. I will also be
rallying my neighbors and
look for your landscapers to
be arrested by the police the
next time they are seen com-
mitting these dangerous and
illegal actions.

It is clear that the com-
missioners have finally got-
ten sick of the Sheriff
begging for money.

Perhaps they could put
the Sheriff to work on this. It
is embarrassing to walk
around the municipal park-
ing lot edge and see where
these landscapers have been
piling up garbage for years.
People have to pay property
taxes on that land they are
ruining and using for county
disposal.

But the most concerning

thing about all of this is this
callous nature of the spread-
ing of allergens. This entire
episode began many years
ago when the county's lead
landscaper stood in front of
me with his blower on full
blast, blowing garbade and
pollen and grass into my
face. When I asked him to
not do that, he told me to
complain to the county com-
missioners because he did
whatever he wanted. You all
fired Ken instead of dealing
with a lawsuit from me at the
time. But that is not good
enough anymore.

If this situation continues,
my lawsuit will occur. Ken
attacked me that day and de-
served to go to prison. He
was finally fired/retired be-
cause he was illegally driving
a county vehicle truck every
day with one eye. You all
have a very large problem on
your hands now. The town of
Snow Hill is thoroughly on
my side, and now the rest of
the state is joining this party.

Property rights? Public
health? To be a leader, you
have to make decisions. For
no one to have picked up the
phone in six years and told
the landscapers to use a
lawnmower with a lead bag,
a rake and a trash can to
clean the parking lot every
week instead of lazily just
blowing everything on the
surface of the lot onto pri-
vate property. This is a
ridiculous failure by the
Worcester County Commis-
sioners.

Greg Gunther
Snow Hill

Have an opinion?

We invite you to share it, but all letters are subject to ver-
ification, so please include your name and phone num-
ber. All letters are subject to editing for space and to
protect the author and this newspaper from legal action.
Email letters to editor@baysidegazette.com. For ques-
tions, call 410-723-6397.
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Partnershlp completes wall mural prolect

Morgan’s Message chapter
at Decatur partners with
We Are Limitless Studios

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 12, 2025) A new art project
at Stephen Decatur High School, in
conjunction with a few community
partners, aimed to promote mental
health among student athletes.

Last week, members of We Are
Limitless Studios, a Salisbury-based
team dedicated to public art through-
out Delmarva, began painting a
mural at SDHS behind the school’s
football stadium. The ball wall de-
picts a teal butterfly logo with a semi-
colon to represent suicide prevention,
resilience, and hope. Surrounding the
butterfly are images showcasing the
plethora of athletic teams at SDHS.

The design was created by De-
catur’s Morgan’s Message chapter, a
nonprofit that works to destigmatize
mental health challenges in the stu-
dent athlete community. The group,
with participating colleges and high
school campuses throughout the na-
tion, was kick-started in response to
a university lacrosse player who died
by suicide at 22 years old in 2019.

“The mural showcases the Morgan's
Message butterfly logo with the semi-
colon body, which was derived from
Morgan's artwork and inspired by her
love of the color teal,” said Wendy
Shirk, a school social worker at SDHS.
“At her memorial, many people no-
ticed they were surrounded by butter-
flies, which they believed was
Morgan's way of saying she's always
here, embracing others with love. To
us, the semicolon means that when
things feel hard, we should allow our-
selves to pause and get the help we
need to move forward, but never stop.”

We Are Limitless Studios created
and outlined the design and assisted

PHOTO COURTESY WE ARE LIMITLESS STUDIOS

The finished wall ball mural is pictured after students and teachers partnered on the project as part of Morgan’s Message.

in the painting, which took place this
week, with help from students and
community members.

Shirk said that the mural will help
normalize mental health resources
and encourage students, student ath-
letes, and staff to seek help if they
need it. The art initiative will elimi-
nate the stigma that often comes with
asking for assistance, particularly re-
garding mental well-being, among
young athletes and beyond.

“We believe that although Mor-
gan's Message has a foundation in
athletics, all of our students, teachers,
staff, and families can benefit from
the overall message: we all struggle,
help is available, and it's okay to ask
for help,” Shirk said.

The project was created after De-
catur’s Morgan’s Message chapter re-
ceived a grant from the Joshua M.
Freeman Foundation in December
for a community art initiative. Fol-
lowing the award, the decision was
made to construct an athletic, con-
crete ball wall with a mural to nor-
malize mental health conversations.

Shirk said that the initiative's plan-
ning included researching and secur-
ing a construction company to build
the concrete wall, which ended up

DONATE YOUR
CAR, TRUCK, RV

Your donation helps provide food, clothing, hope.

LUTHERAN MISSION SOCIETY OF MD

ompassion

MINISTRIES

lace

Tax deductible.

MVA licensed #1044

410-228-8437

www.CompassionPlace.org

being completed by Hayward Con-
struction, and outreach work to gar-
ner donations and grants, totaling
just over $20,000, for the mural.

Construction of the wall took place
from May 1 to May 19. On June 2, the
mural was primed and outlined,
painted by students and community
members on June 3, and finalized
with a seal-coating was planned on
June 4.

Students from the Morgan's Mes-
sage group did the artistic project
with guidance from Shirk and teach-
ers and coaches Lindsay Owens and
Shannon Bone, who coach Unified
sports in the fall and winter at De-

catur as well as varsity women’s
lacrosse in the spring.

The initiative leads are excited
about what the wall will add to the
Seahawk community.

“At its foundation, [the mural]
serves as a practice tool for our vari-
ous athletic teams and physical edu-
cation students,” Shirk said. “But
more importantly, it is a conversation
piece for students and community
members that will highlight the im-
portance of having honest and safe
conversations about mental health
that include resources and support.
The beauty of it is that it holds value

See MENTAL Page 25

Your All-in-One Solutl n from Grass Roots to Tree Tops

302-227-1980 302-645-6262

MO Lic. #001623 STILANDSCAPE CENTER

TREE SERVICE
SPECIAL
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Trimming or Removal over $500 |
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$1500FF

Trimming or Removal over $1,000

SUSSEX TREE, INC.

Valid with coupon only. Cannot be

combined with any other offers or

coupons. Some exclusions apply.
Expires 6/30/25

Our expertise, proven track record, and innovative 1
approach enable us to deliver top-tier services with...

State-of-the-art equipment
for maximum efficiency

Highly trained experts
certified arborists with
decades of experience

Comprehensive services
to solve every problem

SussexTreelnc.com

LAN DSCAPE .
SPECIAL

$500 OFF

Any Outdoor Project |
over $5,000 |

i

SUSSEX TREE, INC.
Valid with coupon only. Cannot be |
combined with any other offers or
coupons. Some exclusions apply. |
Expires 6/30/25

Tree Care
Landscaping
Plant Health Care
Irrigation
Hardscape

EANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
IRRIGATION/*DESIGN'PROMOTION
Try our landscape service and let
us prove we are the best option.
Book Summer - Fall and get 20% OFF.

(Expires Sept 30. New landscape quotes only.
Not valid with other offers.
Some exclusions apply)
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NEW MAINTENANCE
. SPECIAL

10% OFF

Annual Maintenance
Agreement

Program Includes: Spring
Clean Up, Mowing, Mulch,
Trim Shrubs, Weed Treatment

SUSSEX TREE, INC.

Valid with coupon only. Cannot be
combined with any other offers or
coupons. Some exclusions apply.
Expires 6/30/25
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Puzzles

MAKING ARRANGEMENTS
BY SAM BRODY / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

Sam Brody, of Brooklyn, is a research scientist and software

specializing in natural I ge processing. He has

been constructing crosswords since 2022, This is his first for The Times. “A fond memory from childhood,” Sam says, “is my
grandmother collecting newspaper clippings of ‘Jumble’ from the daily newspaper and mailing them to me. I'm sure she'd have

been very proud to see this!" — W.S.

ACROSS

1 Warm shade of brown

6 Otherwise

10 Place

15 *In that case ...”

19 Warm shade of white

20 Leader of the world’s
smallest country

21 Vice follower

22 Cambodian cash

23 LEGAL NICETY

27 Whole lot

28« , S0 good!™
(furniture store pun)

29 Example of industry
in Proverbs 6:6-9

30 They might be ripe
for changing

31 Polish language

33 Camera inits.

35 Coerced (into)

37 Magicians’ cries

39 EARTH

42 Bridge support

43 Suffers the cost

44 Substance adapted
to lab use by Fanny
Hesse in 1881

45 Grow weary

47 Kind of policy
that encourages
transparency from
leadership

49 “0OMG, enough!”

51 Northwestern abode

54 Rent

Online subscriptions: Today's
puzzle and more

than 4,000 past puzzles,
nytimes.com/crosswords

($39.95 a year).

55 GLIBNESS

58 One “M" of the
M.M.R. vaccine

60 Inflation meas.

61 “Paradise "

62 Pepsi, e.g.

G4 Big Apple airport
code

65 Guess

69 Obvious choice

73 Org. enabled by the
16th Amendment

74 Smell

76 On

77 Darn, say

79 Home of Morehouse
College

83 RESIST

87 One may be fawning

88 European capital
through which the
Akerselva flows

90 Chill

91 Pod or husk,
botanically

92 Army N.C.O.

94 Word after game or
floor

96 Sweden joined it in
2024

98 Consumed

99 RAGES

103 Peddled things

104 Hawaiian song of
farewell

105 Meas. roughly
equivalent to 10
billion 12-Downs

106 Bit of equipment for

a vault
107 Layer

109 Surveillance org.
111 Nerve

17 Fortuneteller
18 Early automaker

113 Give for free 24 Egyptian fertility
117 ROYAL PERMIT goddess
121 Number after zwei 29 Muffler material,
122 Carbon copy maybe

26 Comfort

123 Weakness

124 Confident bearing 32 Fantasy role-playing
125 Lée game, for short
126 Cut down 34 Endures
127 Hot things, briefly 50 “;i{l‘]’;‘;;f town,
128 Adjust ;
e 37 Author’s assistant
38 Loss of the ability to

DOWN read
1 Unlikely fliers, in a 39 Is so inclined

saying 40 Narrow the gap with,

2 First name in stunts
3 Obstacle course

competitively
41 Branching diagram

element 42 Ceremony
4 “Is that all you have to 43 Some collared shirts
tell me?”

5 Big Apple media inits.

46 Figures in some
storied abductions,

6 Park known as a for short
“permanent world’s 48 Regional divisions
fair™ in Russia

7 Take things easy 50 It may be dropped

8 Ostentatious for effect

9 sauce (condiment 92 Lose progress, in a
also called nitsume) way

10 Nonspeaking 53 Members of a priestly
character caste of ancient
in *Frozen” Persia

11 Aid-de-camp?

12 Piece of work?

13 Excluding

14 Bakery treat

15 “In case my message

56 German town

57 Rudely revel in
victory, say

39 Japanese honorific

63 Two-version

isn’t landing ...” marketing
16 It might begin with a experiments
false alarm 66 Rio maker

67 Puzzlemaker Rubik

68 Fiddler’s skill

70 Wyoming's Cheyenne 82 He’s a head of the
Frontier Days, e.g. pack

71 What you will

72 Brand with cup
sizes from “minis”
to “world’s largest”

81 Accessory in a Jane
Fonda workout video

84 French upper house
85 Faultless
86 Faux gardener, so to

speak
75 Rock’s Ocasek 89 Butter substitute
78 SrPa]] songbird 93 Popular food fish or
79 Oft-skipped podcast its genus name
parts 95 Fundamental building
80 Fling block of DNA

97 Green often found in 110 Runner on runners

mixed greens

100 Revealer of “the
man behind the
curtain”

101 Center of mass?

102 Site with a “Clothing,
Shoes & Accessories”
section

103 Fairy tale villain

112 Somewhat
114 Slobbery cartoon pet

115 Arizona's third-
largest city

116 Early education
option, for short

118 Desirable formation

for ducks
106 Clears of snow, say
107 Conventions: Abbr, 119 Awry
108 Trillion: Prefix 120 Elect

WE PAY CASH!

For Like New & Used Gars & Trucks

RACETRACK AUTO SALES

410 352-5070

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

PREVIOUSLY OWNED
VEHICLES for SALE

MD STATE .« 10 Honpa cRv

LOAD RITE & ANDERSON
TRAILERS FOR SALE
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© Puzzles by Pappocom
HARD - 82

23
7

9

Fill in the blank spaces in
the grid so that every vertical
column, every horizontal row
and every 3 by 3 box contains

9 5

16

the numbers 1 through 9, with-
out repeating any. There is re-
ally only one solution to each
puzzle.
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Mental health
put in spotlight

Continued from Page 23

to all students and extends beyond
our school community. It also high-
lights the importance of the arts and
community partnerships.”

Students' work in Decatur’s Mor-
gan’s Message chapter made the
mural's conception possible. Accord-
ing to Shirk, the nonprofit was
founded to honor Morgan Rodgers, a
Division I lacrosse player at Duke
University who suffered a knee injury
and subsequent mental health chal-
lenges. The young athlete died by sui-
cide in 2019.

Morgan’s friends and family
started the nonprofit to prop up her
story and create a platform for those
going through similar challenges to
share their struggles.

“Morgan’s Message is clear: as an
athlete, there is no shame in seeking
physical healthcare -- the same
should be true for mental health-
care,” Shirk said. “To close the gap,
we must eliminate the stigma sur-
rounding mental health together.”

Decatur’s new butterfly mural
aims to foster a safe space for each
member of the Seahawk family to
open up about their struggles by nor-

1001

DATE
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X
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LIONS CLUB
AWARDS

This year’s winners of
the Berlin Lions Club
$1,000 scholarships
are pictured. Lions
Club representative
Tommy Hinkle is pic-
tured at the Stephen
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Decatur’s awards night,
top, with seniors Clay
McCabe, Matt Holland
and Aaron August, and,
below with Addison
Conley and Frankie
Buxbaum, who each
could not attend the
ceremony due to

S
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malizing mental health conversations sports.

and promoting the available re- SUBMITTED PHOTO/

sources for those that need it. BAYSIDE GAZETTE

R OPEN HOUSES  uwet2-19 iy e el R R
DAY/TIME ADDRESS BR/BA STYLE PRICE AGENT/AGENCY
Fri-Mon 11am-4pm Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside = 1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+ Condos, Towns & SF - Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate
Friday 2-5pm 419 Bayshore Dr. Unit 201 Palm Bay Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $469,900 Katie Quinn/BHHS PenFed Realty
Friday 4-6pm 12505 Assawoman Drive #1N Ocean City 2BR/1BA Condo $275,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm 12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC 2BR/2BA Single Family from $284,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community
Friday 2:30-5pm 13 91st St. Tahitian Sun, Ocean City 2BR & Loft Condo $374,900 Terry Miller/Coldwell Banker Realty
Saturday 10am-1pm 12428 Sea Oaks Lane #4, Berlin 5BR/4.5BA Townhome $584,900 Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate
Saturday 10am-4pm 12430 Old Bridge Rd, West OC 2BR/2BA Single Family from $284,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community
Saturday 11am-1pm 1404 N. Chase Street, Ocean Pines 4BR/2.5BA Single Family $689,990 Debbie Hileman/Hileman Real Estate
Saturday 11am-1pm 21 Links Lane, Ocean Pines 3BR/2.5BA Single Family $450,000 Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate
Saturday 11am-1pm 13 91st St. Tahitian Sun, Ocean City 2BR & Loft Condo $374,900 Terry Miller/Coldwell Banker Realty
Saturday Noon-2pm 176 Bobbys Branch Rd, Millsboro, DE 3BR/2BA Single Family $340,000 Elaine Davidson/RE/MAX Advantage Realty
Saturday Noon-2pm 34272 Bi State Blvd Laurel, DE 3BR/1BA Single Family $305,900 Tim Meadowcroft/Long & Foster Real Estate
Saturday 1 -3pm 1 Chester St. The Parke, Ocean Pines 2BR/2BA Townhome $334,900 Su Mei Prete/BHHS PenFed Realty
Saturday 1-4pm 12304 Southhampton Drive, Bishopville 4BR/3.5BA Single Family $1,250,000 Greg Erdie/BHHS PenFed Realty
Sunday 10am-3pm 12430 Old Bridge Rd, West OC 2BR/2BA Single Family from $284,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community
Sunday 11am-1pm 119 Mumfords Landing Road, Ocean Pines  3BR/2.5BA Single Family $575,000 Katie Quinn/BHHS PenFed Realty
Sunday 11am-1pm 121 70th Street #8, Ocean City 3BR/2.5BA Townhome $659,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. a2l
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Calendar

Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com
by 5 p.m. Monday. All community-related activities will be

published at no charge.

Thurs., June 12

THE THIRD ANNUAL SHINE ON THE SHORE
LUAU

Sunset Grille, 12933 Sunset Ave., Ocean
City, 5-8 p.m. Tickets $35. Welcome to the
party! Worcester Youth and Family invites
you to Sunset Grille for food, drinks,
music, games, and more - all to support
our goal of “helping everyone shine!”
rmitchell@gowoyo.org, 410-641-4598

READ-A-THON

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Join in for some comfy reading time in-
side the library or out on the lawn. Bring
a towel or a blanket and read for as long
as you’d like. Get help logging your read-
ing time. 410-641-0650

STORY TIME: OUR COLOFUL WORLD
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m.
Songs, dancing and crafts. For ages 2-5
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

PLAY TIME

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Join in for a variety of activities and
toys. Play and socialize with other fami-
lies. For ages 0-5 years. 410-632-3495,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

0C CHESS CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Enjoy a relaxing game of chess
every Thursday at the library. 410-524-
1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org

COLOR AND CALM CONNECTION
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 2 p.m. Through
guided breathing exercises and inten-
tional coloring, learn how to calm the
nervous system, enhance mindfulness
and express creativity as a form of self-
care. Registration required 410-957-
0878.

SUNSHINE AND RAINBOWS

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4 p.m. Paint a
vibrant summer scene with warm and
cool colors. For ages 12-18 years. 410-
641-0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org

Fri., June 13

0C AIR SHOW PERFORMER’S PARTY
Ocean Downs Casino, 10218 Racetrack
Road, Berlin, 6 p.m. Meet the U.S. Navy
Blue Angels pilots, see the American Le-
gion Color Guard perform and the West
Point Parachute Team landing. Plus, a
free concert by DSB-The World’s Great-
est Tribute to Journey.

5TH ANNUAL TUNAS & TIARAS LADIES
TUNA TOURNAMENT

Micky Fins Bar & Grill, 12952 Inlet Isle
Lane, Ocean City. Weigh-ins held from
4-7 p.m. Benefiting Women Supporting
Women. https://tunaandtiaras.com

‘RETURN OF THE TERNS’ BOOK SIGNING
AND PROGRAM

Ocean City Life-Saving Museum, 813 S.
Atlantic Ave., 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Learn
about how scientists are helping com-
mon terms. Free book signing and pro-
gram. Donations for program are
encouraged. 410-289-4991, emma@oc-
MUuSeum.org, Www.ocmuseum.org

BABY TIME

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. A
great opportunity for babies (0-2 years)
and their caregivers to socialize, play,
read and explore in the library’s bright
play space. 410-641-0650, Www.worces-
terlibrary.org

0C MAHJONG CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Join in for a morning of playing tile
Mabhjong. Feel free to bring your own tile
set. All adults are welcome. 410-524-
1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org

MARYLAND CRAB CAKE DINNER
Stevenson United Methodist Church,
123 N. Main St., Berlin, 4-6 p.m. One
crab cake sandwich platter, $14; two
crab cake sandwich platter, $24; and
crab cake sandwiches, $10. Platters in-
clude green beans, baked potato and
Cole slaw. Bake sale table available.

Street and surrounding areas. Seating
options and tickets:
https://air.show/oc-purchase-tickets/.
Info: ocairshow@completeticketsolu-
tions.com. 410-450-4197

5TH ANNUAL TUNAS & TIARAS LADIES
TUNA TOURNAMENT

Micky Fins Bar & Grill, 12952 Inlet Isle
Lane, Ocean City. Weigh-ins held from
4-7 p.m. Benefiting Women Supporting
Women. https://tunaandtiaras.com

Sun., June 15

0C AIR SHOW

Quality Inn Boardwalk, 1601 Atlantic
Ave., Ocean City, 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. View
along the beach and Boardwalk at 16th
Street and surrounding areas. Seating
options and tickets:
https://air.show/oc-purchase-tickets/.
Info: ocairshow@completeticketsolu-
tions.com. 410-450-4197

OCEAN PINES ANGLERS CLUB MEETING
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 9:30 a.m.
The speaker is Ashlie Kozlowski from
the Assateague Island Alliance, who will
be discussing their hands-on program
Discovering Horseshoe Crabs and how
to sign-up to help. All welcome. 410-
641-7662

SUMMER READING KICK-OFF: COLOR
OUR WORLD

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 10 a.m.-noon.
Come out and register for the Summer
Reading program and enjoy a variety of
art projects, games, snacks and balloons.
410-957-0878,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

FRIED FISH PLATTERS & FRIED FISH
SANDWICHES TO GO

Calvary United Methodist Church, 8607
Ironshire Station Road, Berlin, 10:30
a.m. Fried fish platter combo with maca-
roni salad, chips and drink, $13. Fried
fish sandwiches, $8 each. Also available:
corn bread, drinks, rice pudding, cakes,
etc.

FRIDAY THE 13TH ART NIGHT

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5 p.m.
Make funny, beautiful or spooky collages
using the library’s fine art prints and
other supplies. Refreshments provided.
410-632-3495, www.worcesterlibrary.org

BINGO NIGHT

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, 6-8 p.m. Gather your
family and friends and join in. Cost is $5
per person. Children’s prize will be won.
Outside food and drinks welcome.

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO

Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo starts
at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available before
bingo and at intermission. 410-524-7994

Sat., June 14

0C AIR SHOW

Quality Inn Boardwalk, 1601 Atlantic
Ave., Ocean City, 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. View
along the beach and Boardwalk at 16th

SUMMER READING KICK-OFF: MESSTIVAL
FESTIVAL

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 12 p.m. Get
ready for some messy art fun including
tie-dye. Readers of all ages welcome.
Bring your own T-shirt. 410-208-4014,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

KIDS CRAFT TIME - PAINTED COFFEE MUG
FOR DAD

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, 2-3 p.m. From ages 4-
10 years. Cost is $8 for Ocean Pines resi-
dents and $10 for non-residents.
Register: 410-641-7052.

OCEAN PINES FARMERS & ARTISANS
MARKET

Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239
Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Shop
for everything from fresh local produce
to unique handmade artisan goods. Also
featuring family-friendly activities,
music and unique shopping experiences.
Open to the public, year round. 410-641-
7052,
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages
/farmers-artisans-market

0C CRUZERS ON SOMERSET PLAZA
Somerset Plaza, Somerset Street, Ocean
City, 3-6 p.m. Free, family-friendly car
show featuring classics, hot rods and
customs from the OC Cruzers Car Club.
Also featuring a DJ. https://ocdc.org

SUNDAES IN THE PARK WITH FIREWORKS
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean
City. 7-9 p.m. Featuring “Jade Lee”
(R&B). Kids enjoy free activities and en-
tertainment. Ice cream and beverages
available for purchase. Free event con-
cluding with fireworks.

BERLIN FARMERS MARKET

Sundays - Pitts Street, Commerce Street
and Main Street, Berlin, May through
October, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine.
Producers only market featuring more
than 50 farmers, food cultivators, bak-
ers, distillers, seafood, meat and more.
Also featuring a petting farm (9-11 a.m.),
free kids art station and live music. The-
BerlinFarmersMarket.com

SEWING FOR A CAUSE

Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30
a.m. to noon. Learn how to sew while
making a difference. 410-641-0234

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10
a.m. Www.jw.org

Mon., June 16

MESSY ART WEEK

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Drop in to make some messy art projects
of your own creation and design. For
ages 6-11 years. 410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

STORY TIME: JUNETEENTH

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For ages
0-5 years. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org

JUNETEENTH JOY

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m. Drop
in and create some crafts to celebrate
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Juneteenth. For ages 0-11 years. 410-
208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org

COLORFUEL NUTRITION

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. The
group will talk about what phytonutri-
ents are, their health benefits and how
different colors of fruits and vegetables
provide unique nutrients. 410-641-0650

FIBER CRAFT MEET-UP

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 4 p.m.
Bring your work in progress for commu-
nity and shared knowledge. Held in the
meeting room or in the garden, weather
permitting. 410-632-3495

T.0.PS. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 5-
6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is a
weekly support and educational group
promoting weight loss and living a healthy
lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-641-0157

BRIDGE

Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center,
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30
p.-m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community Cen-
ter, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
All ladies who love to sing invited. Mary,
410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-7062.

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS

Mondays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road,
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100

Tues., June 17

KID’S CARNIVAL

Fish Tales Bar and Grill, 2107 Herring
Way, Ocean City, 12-4 p.m. Carnival
games, petting zoo, face painting, inflata-
bles, children’s vendors, pony rides, food
and drinks. Commemorative T-shirts
available. Proceeds benefit the Lower
Shore Special Olympics. 410-289-0990

MESSY ART WEEK

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Drop in to make some messy art projects
of your own creation and design. For
ages 6-11 years. 410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

GENEALOGY WORKSHOP

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m.
Workshop begins with a 20-minute les-
son on genealogy research followed by a
Q&A. Bring a laptop, tablet or papers
containing family information, if you can.
Registration requested: 410-208-4014.

story time geared for ages 0-5 years fea-
turing seasonal themes designed to sup-
port early literacy skills with stories,
songs and fingerplays. 410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

PLAY TIME @ CYPRESS PARK

Cypress Park, 7 Bridge St., Pocomoke
City, 10:30 a.m. Meet at the playground
for outside play and to socialize with
other families. Bring a blanket. For ages
0-5 years. 410-957-0878, www.worces-
terlibrary.org

BABY TIME

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Songs, rhymes and stories. Stay
after to socialize with other families. For
ages 0-2 years. 410-632-3495,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

0C KNITTING GROUP

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet?
Bring whatever project you happen to be
working on. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org

JUNETEENTH JOY

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m.
Drop in and create some crafts to cele-
brate Juneteenth. For ages 0-11 years.
410-208-4014,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

SURGICAL CLASSES

Atlantic General Hospital, Conference
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin,
5-6 p.m. Learn what to expect, informa-
tion about your upcoming surgery and
directions about post-operative care. No
RSVP required. Atlantic General Hospi-
tal’s Pre-Admission Testing Depart-
ment, 410-641-9814

CROSS FARMS POP-UP FARMERS
MARKET

Tuesdays - Flower Street Field across
from Henry Park, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Ac-
cepting Maryland Department of Agri-
culture FMNP (WIC & Seniors) Checks
and Maryland WIC Fruit & Vegetable
Checks. Also offering a "Produce Bucks"
program, which doubles purchases for
eligible residents. https://www.face-
book.com/theberlinfarmersmarket.

BEACH HEROES-0C

Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round.
Trash bags, grippers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome.

JEHOVAH'’S WITNESSES MEETING
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7
p-m. www.jw.org

STORY TIME
Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. A

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive,

Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly
support and education group promoting
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-
289-4725

0C KNITTING CLUB

Tuesdays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m.

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE

Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and
others interested in watching or learning
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info:
TangobytheBeach.com.

BACKGAMMON CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m.
Drop in for a game of Backgammon,
whether you're an expert or want to re-
fresh your skills. Beginners welcome.
410-208-4014,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

JUNETEENTH JOY

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m.
Drop in and create some crafts to cele-
brate Juneteenth. For ages 0-11 years.
410-208-4014,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS

Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with
optional light weights.
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS
GROUP

Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral,
11021 Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m.
Use the weight loss program/app/plan
of your choice. Free and open to every-
one. 410-641-4882,
www.htcanglican.org/activities.

Wed., June 18

MOVIES ON THE BEACH

Carousel Oceanfront Hotel & Condos,
11700 Coastal Highway, Ocean City,
8:30 p.m. Featuring “The Muppet
Movie.” Free, family-friendly event.
Bring blankets, chairs, snack, drinks and
warm clothing. Weather permitting.
www.ococean.com/things-to-do/free-
family-fun/

BARIATRIC SUPPORT GROUP

Meets the third and fourth Wednesday
of each month. For surgical patients. At-
lantic General Bariatric Center, 410-641-
9568

MESSY ART WEEK

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Drop in to make some messy art projects
of your own creation and design. For
ages 6-11 years. 410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

EASTERN SHORE SEWISTS

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10 a.m. Pro-
moting the needle arts through sewing
education, activities and textile crafts.
For artisans of all skill levels. 410-641-
0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org

KIDS GARDENING WORKSHOP: SEED
BALLS

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Hands-on workshop with Master
Gardener Theresa Maggio on how to
make and plant seed balls. For ages 6-11
years. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

ART FOR THE REST OF US: REVERSE
COLORING

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 11 a.m. A fun and
stress free coloring experience. 410-957-
0878, www.worcesterlibrary.org

PUZZLE SWAP

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1 p.m. Bring
your gently used puzzles and leave with
new-to-you puzzles. Don’t have a puzzle
but still want one? That’s OK too. All
puzzles must be their original boxes. All
ages welcome. 410-641-0650

BREAST CANCER SUPPORT

GROUP

John H. “Jack” Burbage, Jr. Regional
Cancer Care Center, 9707 Healthway
Drive, Berlin, 1-2 p.m. For survivors and
current patients battling breast cancer.
Women Supporting Women, 410-548-
7880

CRAFT WITH PRIDE

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 3 p.m.
Stop by any Wednesday in June to show
your support by making a flag, button or
sticker. All ages welcome. 410-632-
3495, www.worcesterlibrary.org

KIDS PAINT NIGHT

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Cost is
$22 per painter. All materials and in-
struction provided. For ages 8 years and
older. Pre-registration required: 410-
641-7052.

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m.
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Last Wednes-
day of the month meetings are offsite
and information can be found on the
website and Facebook. www.kiwaniso-
fopoc.org.

ONGOING EVENTS

TINY ART CONTEST

Kits are available from June 2-13 at all
Worcester County library branches. Sub-
mit your creation by teh end of the day
June 13 for voting. For ages 6-11 years
and 12-18 years. 410-631-5622
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED RENTALS

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, ING
COMPLETE EXTERIOR RENOVATION EXPERTS

Currently Hiring Manpower For:

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics
Concrete Work

o Experience preferred.
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license
are a plus.
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits
package available.
Please Apply Online:
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

WANTED
FT/PT
MAINTENANCE PERSON
For small community in the
Berlin area. General
maintenance knowledge
needed. Good pay!
Large equip. exp. helpful.
410-641-5102

WOC BOAT YARD
Person needed for light
mechanical work (will train if
needed) and light yard work
at WOC Boat Yard.

Call 410-213-1383.

% DUNKIN'
“JDONUTS
AMERICA RUNS ON DUNKIN®

NOW HIRING!

Production Crew
for our WOC kitchen facility
Up to $20/hr.

Apply online at:
www.delmarvadd.com

LANDSCAPING
Person to help with
landscaping/mulching at a
residence in WOC.
Call 410-430-7554.

Small seasonal boutique
Oceanfront Hotel in Ocean
City has the following
jobs available:

e DESK CLERKS (3-11pm)
Reservation computer
program experience needed.
* LAUNDRY
Apply online at
info@ocbreakers.com
or call 410-289-9165
Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm.

YR Ocean Pines.

Two story, 3BR, 2.5BA,
screened porch, open decks,
fireplace, large garage.
No smoking, no pets.
Good credit. $2,400 per
month, plus all utilities.
301-509-6515

AMERICAN LEGION
Assistant Manager,
PM Shift
2 Line Cooks,
experience required.
Part-time.

Apply at Post,
2308 Philadelphia Avenue
or call for information at
410-289-3166

CLEANERS WANTED
Vacation rental cleaners
needed for OC and The

Pines. Exp. preferred, but
not required. OC PURIFIERS.
Call or text 443-397-1189

or email

Karen@ocpurifiers.com

5000 sq.ft. Building for
Rent, just outside Berlin.
Bathroom, office and break
room. $2,000/mo.

Call 443-366-5935 or
443-235-1529.

TOWN OF BERLIN
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
POLICE COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
ACCOUNTANT I
CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE
CHIEF PLANT OPERATOR - WATER RESOURCES

We are looking for motivated individuals to
come to work for the Town of Berlin.

Overview of employee benefits: Members of the
Maryland State Retirement System (LEOPS for Police
Officers), a competitive health benefits package including a
health reimbursement account, employer-paid life
insurance, 100% tuition reimbursement, vacation accruals
based on tenure, 12 sick days per year, 16 paid holidays
per year, two personal days per year, and much more!

Apply: Qualified candidates can submit a confidential Town
of Berlin application online or to directly to the Town’s
Human Resources Director at kiensen@berlinmd.gov.

Applications can be found under the employment section of

our website at https://berlinmd.gov/employment/ or you can

pick one up at 10 William Street Berlin, MD 21811.
EOE/M/F/V/D.

PARTS STORE ASSOCIATE

Carquest Auto Parts & Marine, now has an opening for a
PARTS ASSOCIATE at our location in Ocean Pines.
We will train the right person. Must be reliable and
have great customer service experience.

Call: 302-228-2353

MAINTENANCE
FULL-TIME, YEAR-ROUND
Competitive Salary,
Health Insurance, 401K,
Paid Vacation.

Apply in person or call.
Pyramid Condo
9500 Coastal Hwy., OC
410-524-4479

YEARLY RENTAL
Robin Drive
Available Immediately
2BR, 1BA, Furnished.
Ideal 2 mature adults
w/strong work history.
$2,000/mo.
Background required.
Call/text 703-819-7400

NOW HIRING

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Delivery Assistant $17-$19/hr
Chocolatier $17-$19/hr
Merchandiser $17-19/hr
Merchandising Assistant $16-$18/hr
APPLY IN PERSON OR ONLINE
5301 Coastal Highway, Ocean City MD

CARPENTERS &
CARPENTERS HELPERS

Must have
Tools, Transportation, Drivers License

Experience preferred, but will train.

PATTERSON & SONS
BUILDERS
rhp510@aol.com
410-641-9530

SPEEDWORLD
Small Engine Mechanic.
Year-round.

Wage starts at $15/hr & up
based on experience.
Benefits available.
443-754-1047

Classifieds
www.baysideoc.com
www.octodaydispatch.com

YEARLY RENTALS
WEST OCEAN CITY

PETS WELCOME

2 Bedroom / 1 Bath
Laundry on premises.

877-289-1616
www.bbapartmentsoc.com

OPEN
INTERVIEWS
TUES-FRI
10am-3pm

NOW HIRING!

- COUNTER
- DELIVERY
DRIVERS
- SERVERS
- COOKS

Apply within 56th St.
or
Call Pam 410-726-7061

OC Torlay-Dispatch A2 s s

www.octodaydispatch.com

Classifieds

410-723-6397

ORDER YOUR CLASSIFIEDS ONLINE!

Advertise
Your Summer
Rentals

410-723-6397
www.octodaydispatch.com

www.baysideoc.com

GETIT |
RENTED HERE!

Place An Ad -,“"s

e Convenient
* Quick

¢ No Waiting, No Calls
¢ Days, Nights & Weekends
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RENTALS RENTALS RENTALS COMMERCIAL DONATIONS PETS

SUMMER BAYSIDE CONDO
near Jolly Rogers.
2BR, 2BA, W/D, A/C, Wi-Fi,
fully furnished. Sleeps 4-6.
2 units available. May-Sept.
Call Mike at
410-603-6120.
www.mbjcproperties.com

i l
REAL ESTATE INC

Yearly & Seasonal
Rentals
We Welcome Pets
7700 Coastal Hwy
410-524-7700

www.holidayoc.com

Seeking YR & Seasonal
Rentals!
Call Howard Martin Realty
410-352-5555.

WATERFRONT BAYSIDE
Newly remodeled 2BR, 2BA
Condo in North OC. Full
kitchen, LR, DR, W/D,
balcony for sunsets. Perfect
for crabbing, fishing, kayak-
ing. 10 min. walk to beach.
Weekly summer rentals &
long term seasonal
Nov.-May.

Contact Julie,
443-223-4623

Classifieds
410-723-6397

www.baysideoc.com
ww.octodaydispatch.com

House for Rent
Year-Round Rental
3BR, 2BA House for Rent in
downtown Berlin, MD.
House is newly renovated
with all new appliances,
bathroom fixtures, HVAC,
full-sized W/D and quartz
countertops. Rent is
$2800/month plus utilities.
Contact Jessica @
410-641-3333 for more
information.

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE BY OWNER
Sunset Island TH
Move-in ready.
Many upgrades.
Original owner. $961,000
Karen 240-780-6554
Bart 703-915-1530

Serving the Newspapers of
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
NETWORK

MISC. FOR SALE

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us!
855-977-5719

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-407-
6870

FOR SALE
Prepare for power outages
today with a GENERAC Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-993-0969
today to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a genera-
tor. It's a power move.

VEHICLES WANTED
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/
RV - Lutheran Mission Society
of MD Compassion Place
ministries help local families
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA Ii-
censed #W1044.

410-228-8437
www.CompassionPlace.org

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

REAL ESTATE
We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-866-541-7929

SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-56228

www.dental50plus.com/
MDDC #6258

Industrial Space
Yard and Storage Shed.
Approx. 10x25+/-
Route 90/Bishopville.
Call 443-497-4200.

Commercial Space
for Lease.

2-3 Units available, can be
divided or joined. Approx.
800-1000 sq. ft. ea.
Busy major road in
Town of Berlin.

Call 443-880-8885

2 Office/Retail Spaces
available in West Ocean
City. Approximately
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.
Call 443-497-4200

SERVICES

LARRY’S HANDYMAN
SERVICE
No job too small. Entrance
doors, interior doors, storm
doors, shower doors, drywall
repairs and paint, laminate
floors, interior paint.
Over 40 years of carpentry
experience. Please call
Larry, 410-251-9066

Do you have an old bicycle
not being used? It could
mean a world of difference to
a hard-working international
student. We are looking to
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at
443-975-3065.

YARD SALE

EVERYTHING MUST GO!
Porch Sale and Yard Sale.
Lots of decorative home
goods, art, clothing, shoes
(name brand), books,
furniture, toys!!! Great for
anyone trying to decorate an
airbnb or home. Weight
bench, weights, outdoor
patio set, golf net with
chipping green, queen
upholstered bed, etc.
9826 Hideaway Lane, West
OC. Use Apply Maps.
Fish on set of mailboxes on
707, (between 50 and 611)
follow long gravel driveway
to the end.
SATURDAY ONLY!!!
6/14/25, 8AM-1PM.

SERVICES

YORKIE PUPPIES
FOR SALE
Small, home raised.
Available now.
302-934-8913

MISC./OTHER

PRAYER TO THE HOLY
SPIRIT
Holy Spirit, You who makes
me see everything and
shows me the way to reach
my ideal. You who gives me
the divine gift to forgive and
forget the wrong that is
done to me. And You who
are in all the instance of my
life with me. I, in this short
dialogue, want to thank You
for everything and confirm
once more that | never want
to be separated from You no
matter how great the
material desires may be. |
want to be with You and my
loved ones in Your perpetual
glory. Amen. Thank you for
your love towards me and
my loved ones. Person must
pray this 3 consecutive days
without asking your request.
After the third day your wish
will be granted, no matter
how difficult it may be. Then,
promise to publish this
dialogue as soon as your
favor has been granted.
V. deP. G. Jr.

BUDGET MOVERS

443-664-5797
LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING
Full Packing Service

Piano Movers - Full Service

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

MISC./OTHER

Found sweet dependence,

As | picked up some
pieces,
Of Love from the Book!

o

of prov

You CAN Cancel
Your Timeshare

We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

Call 1.888.984.2917

e legal advice

nd no specific outcome is gu
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11307 Manklin Creek Rd, Ocean Pines, MD

Tuesday-Thursday
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Friday-Saturday
10AM-3PM




Page 30

Bayside Gazette

June 12, 2025

Service

CLEANING SERVICES

SABSOLUTE
IST RESPONSE

e Carpet

e Tile & Grout

¢ Upholstery

¢ General Cleaning

¢ Beach Vacation Rental Cleanings

* Residential & Commercial
Cleanings

Licensed and Insured

PKM FINANCIAL
SERVICES
Specializing in Merchant Cash Advance
Refinancing & Startups

Dr. Paul Morrison

Executive Business Financial Advisor
Direct Line: 1-301-331-6487
pkmfinancialservices.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

AMELIO

Tile Company
Ceramic * Marble * Glass * Installations
Specializing in Showers and Bath Renovations

John Free Estimates | Insured
443-497-1351 C.S.

DIRECTORY

CLEANING SERVICES

CARPET CARE

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
Grout Cleaning

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

- 302-436-5652

4

n.
DENTAL

DePalma Dental, ccc

Michael DePalma, D.D.S.
Errin DePalma, D.D.S.

500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3 Phone: 410-641-3222
Berlin, Maryland 21811 www.depalmadental.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES

PARRIS

HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs

“WE DO IT ALL”

* Roofing Repairs «Rain Gutters * Screening = Staining
*Roof Cleaning - Gutter Guards e Painting « Caulking

« Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing ¢

i * NOW OFFERING *
* Deck Repairs ¢
Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured * MHIC 17433 DISPOS_AL Rol'l_'OFF SERVICE
“A Family Tradition Since 1935” Quick Reliable Service 7 Days A Week 410.713.8599
Phil Parrish 410-893-9707 Pat Parrish Clean Up Crews Available * 15 & 20 Yard - MHIC#95214

HOME IMPROVEMENT
V e Licensed and

BAYSIDE ~ - Feetstinats
BUILDERS@

e Locally Owned

e Cleaning Specials
CLEANING SERVICES
Complete Home Improvement Contractor

¢ Roofing
e Maintenance

g

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“One stop shop
for Home
Improvement”

{(7 PipelLine
Contracting, u.c
Home Improvement Services Company

Home Improvement Design & Bertch Cabinet Retail

* Flooring & Tile

* Residential & Commercial

* Servicing Maryland &
Delaware Beaches

US Veterans
Administration
Approved Contractor

* Cabinets & Countertop

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

* General Carpentry &
Painting

11312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in Today!

(410) 208-1518 » (410) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net ¢ info@pipelinecontracting.net

MDHIC # 107489 * DE # 2014100304 * Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

* 0 Payments m

*Olnterest PARADISE | Andersenmy
* 12 Months Pl ﬁ
* Free Estimates  410-430-2583 .

ROOFING - SIDING

WINDOWS - DOORS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MHIC 114960- Insured- Affordable

HOME IMPROVEMENT

:hu IWALSH

Established 1977

Home Improvement, Inc.

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Let’s schedule your Spring & Summer Projects!

We accept MC/Visa
(410) 641-3762
Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured ® MHIC #8465

MOVING SERVICES

The Area’s #! Moving Gompany
LOCAL . ENTIRE EAST COAST

Residential or Office or Commercial
Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move

Single Item or Certain ltems or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797

Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers

Licensed & Insured

40+ Years in Business

LANDSCAPING
Lawncare, Landscaping & Hardscapes

yeSCq
O 28,

e Winter Cleanup

e Spring Ready

e Muich

e Planting

e Stone Driveways

* Patio & Walkway

e Custom Landscape

FREE ESTIMATES
410-430-7543

MHIC #12398 MDA #30202

MVA LICENSED

© JODY PALMISANO 410-629-5600

T —

ysideOC.com

Island Care Mental Health

Mary Deborah Wilson
PMHNP \
Avoid the Delays _
Medication & Therapy
MD DE Lic. 410-641_5190(”-

o

PAINTING

PAT’S PAINTING IN THE PINES
Reliable and Affordable Painting

SPECIALIZING IN CABINET PAINTING

Delaware ~ Ocean Pines ~ Ocean City ~ Berlin

[/1 Powerwashing [/] Drywall Repairs
[ House/Deck Staining [v] Wallpaper Removal

[/] Custom Painting

410-641-5957

Resident of Ocean Pines

Licensed
& Insured

Free
Estimates
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DIRECTORY

PIANO TUNING

PAINTING

\ V.

ZIMMEermar - bewas ke
& SonLLc

* WALLPAPER REMOVED
* DECK & HOUSE

STAINING
Painting & Powerwashing ~ * ALWAYS PROMPT
Interior & Exterior SERVICE
Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured NOW ACCEPTING
CREDIT CARDS!

10% Discount with this ad.
VISA

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539  oscove

PRINTING & DESIGN

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER

i OPEN
Full Business Center Voo
Custom Gifts am-5pm

Graphic Designs
Retail Gift Items
Wedding Print Services

y entral |
<~

{7¥] ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS
11065 Cathell Road * Ocean Pines

410-208-0641 - copycentral@verizon.net

NICK'S NOTES

PIANO TUNING

Nick French 443-783-8255
Nfrenchti@gmail.com

—=CQHIRI=—
'@FI__NG & SIDING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement
Specialist Since 1989
ROOFING  SIDING » DURADEK  WINDOWS e GUTTERS
Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946

9240 Peerless Rd. - Bishopville, MD
mmoesle @shoresidingmd.com * www.shoresidingmd.com

PLUMBING

We do it all from
ground work to
rough in to final
trim & fixtures.

We Install:
Faucets/Sinks ® Showers/Tubs/Toilets
Water Heaters  Water/Sewer Lines

Plumbing
and Gas, LLC

MD 20283 Insured

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS
410-430-3490 ° LMSPlumbingandgas.com

YOUR BUSINESS

Your
Business
Card Here!

Call 410-723-6397

Winterization Packages © Repairs

D

*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

MARYLAND | DELAWARE | DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

D\
HELP FUND THE

PRESS

nnc FUTURE OF JOURNALISM
mddcpress.com/foundation
%7, a2 . .7 5 .‘._.___._;. . ._ |

Be prepared before the next power outage.
1 e SR e e : I ‘ |

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535.

Call 855-993-0969
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

*Terms and Conditions apply.

DENTAL Insurance

Great coverage for retirees.

Get your FREE information Kit
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

call 1-855=-337-5228
Dental50Plus.com/Mddc

Product/features nol available inall states, Contact us for complete details about this insurance selicitation. Tofind a network provider, go to physiciansmutual,
com/find-dentist, This specific offer not available in CO, NV, NY - call 1-800-969-4781 or respand for a similar offer in your state, Cerfificate C254/B485, C2504/
B438 (ID: C254I0; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy PIS4/B469 (GA: PISAGA; OH: PISA0K; TN: PIS4TH.

6347-0125

LET THE PROS | cafdfFilter
HANDLE IT! )

S Say"NO" to Cleaning

Out Your Gutters. With LeafFilter.

. 10%

Seniors + Military

i~ i s
/ Protect Your Home

irieeny .
T ARl

20z

Your Entire Purchase*

++ We offer financing that fits your budget?
B (B30

Promo: 285
CALL TODAY FOR A

@ FREE INSPECTION! 1'844'566‘3227

+ See Rapresentathve for full warraaty detaiks, *One coupan per householcl Mo obikgation estimate valid for 1 year. Subject 1o crede appeoval CallFor desalls. AR 368020003, AL ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HICAGTISH0, AL
CHOOB667, W CH27230, 10 RCE-S1604, LA 555544, MA 176447, MO MHICTI125, M 262300173, 262300315, 22300028, 262300329, 203300330, 262300331, MN IRT31604, MT 226150, ND 47304, NE S0145-22, 5014523,
N 13VHO9953900, NM 408502, RV 5090, NV H-0114, H-52200, OR 218294, PA 179643, 069323, R GC-41354, TN 10581, UT 107B3658-5501, WA 2705169445, W LEAFFNWEZZIL, WV WVISES1Z

e're Iooking to install
~NEXT GENERATION gutter
ardon your heme
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Attention Rite Aid Clients - Bring Your Prescriptions to:

&pHARMACY

i | Ocean Pines
Neighborhood Pharmacy

é;btating Oui 10th Yéar
in Ocean Pines! 4 1 0 . 629 . 0089

WE WELCOME RITE AID CUSTOMERS We Accept All Insurances

At

it

Lower Prescription, Cash Prices than Walmart & Walgreens Delivery Available
Open Saturdays
. (..'OASTAL DRUG. OFFERS: o MANAGING MULTIPLE
 Competitive OTC/Rx Cash Prices « Immunizations MEDICATIONS?
« Blister Packaging & Med Sync  « Wound Care Call Today
» Durable Medical Equipment * Delivery P

e e I —
i H = .

-------------

¥
X 1
| S
‘: g x 1
L ¥ &
2 2

We're here to help keep
your medications organized.
This is beneficial for those
with difficulty reading small
print and help prevent double
dosing and missing doses.

Bring in your list of
medications to Coastal Drug.
The pharmacist will assist you
in signing up for the program.
IT'S THAT SIMPLE!

Call Today!

Purchase or Rental Available Wheel Chair Transport Chair 4 Wheel Rollator

Your Community % 1;225#1,\/' .aglglelgn“g?:g: ws M-F: 9am-6pm

H = lt h M a rt (in front of Headlines Salon) Sat: 10am-2pm
FHARMAGY . 410.629.0089 Sun: Closed

This pharmacy is independently owned and operated under a license from Health Mart Systems, Inc.

This nharmacy is indenandentlv owned and anerated under a license fram Health Mart Svstems. Ine
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