
(July 3, 2025) The four candidates 
running for the three open seats on 
the Ocean Pines Association’s Board 
of Directors sparred at a question-
and-answer forum last week, with 
each candidate vowing to prioritize 
safety and the financial integrity of 
the community.  

Candidates Stuart Lakernick, 
Monica Rakowski, Steve Jacobs, and 
Amy Peck stated their cases to Ocean 
Pines homeowners ahead of the elec-
tion that begins next Tuesday and 
ends at noon, Aug. 6. 

 Three seats up for election have 
been held this past term by incum-

bent Lakernick, Rakowski, and Ja-
cobs, while Peck is seeking to break 
into the governing group by besting 
any one of them. The winners of the 
race will serve three-year terms.  

The candidates were allotted three 
minutes to speak in all forum rounds, 
including opening statements, ran-
domly selected questions compiled 
by the OPA Elections Committee, and 
two randomly chosen community 
submitted questions sent to and held 
by the elections team. The candidates 
also were allowed to ask a question of 

one of their competitors. 
Lakernick has been on the board 

for three years. He served one year as 
director, the next as vice president, 
and most recently, as president. In 
his opening statements, Lakernick 
touted the board’s accomplishments 
during his tenure. These included 
constructing a pavilion at the 
Worcester County Veterans Memo-
rial Park. That job was completed in 
November.  

“One of the things that I hold dear 
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Four director candidates  
for three open board seats 
field host of questions

Directors 
weigh cell 
tower site 
Location would help some, 
but not all residents of OP 
who can’t get good signal

(July 3, 2025) A cell phone tower 
proposed for Ocean Pines may help 
some residents of the community, but 
the extent to which it will benefit all 
residents remains unknown, accord-
ing to a presentation last week by 
tower construction company Mile-
stone Towers. 

Ocean Pines Police Department 
Chief Tim Robinson has been work-
ing with Milestone Towers on a plan 
to construct a cell phone tower in 
Ocean Pines to address spotty cell 
service. The project has been dis-
cussed at Ocean Pines Association 
Board of Directors meetings since the 
fall.  

Robinson proposed building a cell 
site in Ocean Pines last year. He said 
that last summer, he noticed that he 
was unable to make phone calls dur-
ing the season’s busiest weekends. 
This was particularly concerning in 
emergency situations, Robinson said, 
adding that police can’t respond to an 
emergency if the person experiencing 
that emergency can’t call a 911 dis-
patcher.  

Last week, Matt Forkas, project 
manager at Milestone Towers, dis-
cussed the cell tower’s location, im-
pact, and design with the board of 
directors and staff. 

If the tower is approved, Verizon, 
AT&T, and T-Mobile will offer service 
from that location, Forkas said. He 
also said Milestone Towers would put 
up the structure at its cost and that 
Ocean Pines would not incur any ex-
pense. 

Forkas also told the board that 
each carrier would pay $2,500 a 

 PHOTO COURTESY OLGA BISULTANAVA 

HAMMERHEADS IN ACTION 
Members of the Ocean Pines Hammerheads Swim Team are pictured competing in a recent swim meet at the Swim and Racquet pool. The team 

features 140 swimmers spread out over a variety of age groups.

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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month to provide service out of the 
structure. Milestone Towers would re-
ceive 40% of all gross revenue gener-
ated.  

“In this case, we have three carriers, 
and after the revenue is split, it would 
be $36,000 annual revenue to Ocean 
Pines,” Forkas said.  

The contractor has identified the 
site behind the maintenance building 
on the Ocean Pines golf course as the 
ideal spot for the tower.  

“That location was chosen because 
it's a central location in the commu-
nity and can provide the most efficient 
service to the customers here,” Forkas 
said.  

However, the tower may not im-
prove reception for everyone in Ocean 
Pines if built.  

With the tower, AT&T, Verizon, 
and T-Mobile customers within a one-
mile radius would see the most in-
crease in cell phone reception. Those 
outside the circle, like the more south-
ern end of the community, such as The 
Point at Ocean Pines and Sherwood 
Forest, would likely feel some benefit, 
but the level of impact is unknown.  

“The best impact will be in the one-
mile radius, but the individuals out-
side that one-mile radius, you’re 
communicating with this tower, so 
there will be a growth of service even 
outside that service,” Robinson said.  

“You may get improved service, but 
you may not get the most reliable serv-
ice,” Forkas added.  

Forkas noted that even though the 
tower may not radiate to “south south” 

Ocean Pines, the carriers could imple-
ment solutions to improve the signal 
on the outskirts of the radius.  

“Verizon could propose small cell 
solutions, which would be essentially 
smaller towers like very small, 40 feet, 
they could put them on light posts, 
and they can target certain neighbor-
hoods,” Forkas said. “I would assume 
that if there is enough need in that 
specific area, there could be a solution 
Verizon could propose that wouldn't 
necessarily require a whole new tower 
in Ocean Pines.”  

Discussions of a second tower in 
Ocean Pines did come up, but Forkas 
said he would have to confer with the 
carriers to see if that would be a finan-
cially viable option for them.  

“We need to make sure our entire 
community is seeing a benefit, not just 
those in a one-mile radius,” said Di-
rector John Latham. 

If built, the tower could be made to 
blend in with the community. While 
the standard design would be a single 
piece of steel in the air with visible ar-
rays, the camouflaged version could 
look like a tree.  

“You guys have a beautiful commu-
nity, and we want to honor that,” 
Forkas noted.  

A town hall will be scheduled to 
provide more in-depth information to 
the community. Forkas said that to 
build the tower, they first need ap-
proval from Ocean Pines, and then 
they will work with Worcester County 
on permitting. If approved, it could be 
over a year before cell phone reception 
improves. 

Continued from Page 1

Tower would help some, not all

Ocean Pines to host annual 
Independence Day Carnival 

(Jully 4, 2025) Ocean Pines is gear-
ing up for its annual Fourth of July 
celebration with fireworks, music, 
and refreshments. 

On Friday, July 4, the Ocean Pines 
Association’s Recreation and Parks 
Department will host its Independ-
ence Day Carnival at the Worcester 
County Veterans Memorial Park, lo-
cated at 11144 Cathell Road. The event 
will feature games, music, and food. 
Attendees can make their way to the 
patriotic festival at 4 p.m. A fireworks 
show will kick off at approximately 
9:15 p.m. 

Admission into the Fourth of July 
Carnival is $20 per wristband. Park-
ing will be available next to the Taylor 
Bank and the Ocean Pines Library. 
Handicapped spots will be accessible 
on-site in designated areas at the Vet-
erans Park.  

In addition to the festival and fire-
works show, Ocean Pines is once 
again hosting its July 4 Freedom 5k. 
Racers will take their marks at 8 a.m. 

at Veterans Memorial Park in Ocean 
Pines and run the 3.1 miles around 
the wooded community.  

Race contestants are encouraged to 
wear their most patriotic outfits. In 
addition to awards for the top three 
male and female runners and a grand 
prize trophy, recognition will be given 
to the 5k competitor who dresses in 
the best American-themed costume.  

The race is $30 for advanced regis-
trations and $35 for day-of sign-ups. 
Those interested in competing in the 
5k can register ahead of time, through 
July 1, at runsignup.com.  T-shirts will 
be reserved for all pre-registered run-
ners. Preferred sizes are not guaran-
teed for day-of registrations.  

All ages are welcome to participate 
in the run. Racers can pick up their 5k 
packets at Ocean Pines Community 
Center on Thursday, July 3, from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m.  

Contact the Ocean Pines Recre-
ation and Parks Department, the 
event organizers, at 410-641-7052 for 
more information about OP's Inde-
pendence Day celebration lineup. 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

FILE PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
A child climbs on a makeshift rock-climbing wall during a previous Ocean Pines Fourth of July cel-

ebration at Veterans Memorial Park. This year’s holiday event, which will feature activities including 

carnival games, dry slides and a bounce house for children, is set to start at 4 p.m. on Friday at 

the park.
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(July 3, 2025) Most Ocean Pines 
Association amenities’ revenue and 
memberships remain steady, with 
some trending upwards. The racquet 
center, however, has seen a slight dip 
in year-to-date projections.  

During an OPA Board of Directors 
meeting last week, staff gave an up-
date on how each amenity is perform-
ing compared to this time last year. 
According to OPA General Manager 
John Viola, May’s combined gross 
sales for food and beverage at the 
Yacht Club, the Beach Club, and the 
Clubhouse Bar and Grille exceeded 
last year's by $150,000. Viola said 
that the Yacht Club is leading this in-
crease in revenue.  

“The weather affected numbers for 
May, especially at the Beach Club,” 

Viola said. “However, gross sales ex-
ceeded May of the prior year by ap-
proximately $150,000, led by the 
Yacht Club. It was basically all the 
Yacht Club. The Beach Club was 
down, but it's coming back really 
well. Let's just hope for some sunny 
weather because that team down 
there is doing a great job.”  

The positive report comes after 
restaurant group Touch of Italy took 
over the community’s food and bev-
erage operations earlier this spring. 
In January, OPA elected  to replace 
the previous vendor, Matt Ortt Com-
panies, with TOI. The two parties 
signed a five-year contract at the start 
of this year.  

OPA Recreation and Parks Depart-
ment Director Debbie Donahue pro-
vided an update on the golf course, 
which she said has seen an increase 

of 29 members from this time last 
year. Currently, the amenity has 167 
regular players compared to 138 in 
2024.  

As of June 25, the course's revenue 
was $203,000. OPA is forecasting 
another $30,000 for a June total of 
$233,000, compared to the budget 
prediction of $221,000. Donahue 
added that between 230 and 250 
rounds of golf are played daily.  

“They are doing great work here, 
and busy, and the course is in great 
shape,” Donahue said.  

Aquatics’ performance has also re-
mained steady, with an additional 
eight members compared to last 
year.  

Donahue added that the Yacht 
Club pool has extended its hours. On 
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, res-
idents can swim until 7 p.m. Addi-

tionally, Swim and Racquet does not 
close until 8 p.m. on weekends.  

The Aquatics Advisory Committee 
has advocated for lengthened pool 
hours during the week to give more 
time to residents who work standard 
jobs. Viola noted that his team, the 
aquatics staff, and Touch of Italy rep-
resentatives are considering imple-
menting events in August to meet this 
goal.   

While most OPA amenities have 
shown an optimistic year-to-date 
projection, the racquet center has 
dropped. Donahue said that the activ-
ity is down 98 members compared to 
2024.  

“My understanding of the num-
bers is that racquet sports are down 
$4,000 from last year to this year,” 
said Monica Rakowski, OPA Board of 
Directors treasurer.  

This decrease in revenue and play-
ers could be due to recent changes in 
how residents are charged for their 
memberships. During this year’s 
budget process, individual racquet 
sport options were cut, and a combo 
three-sport rate was implemented. 
Fees also had a slight increase. Mem-
bership dues in the fiscal year 2025-
2026 are now $495 for a family, $295 
for individuals, $590 for the non-
member family option, and $270 for 
a non-member individual. 

Viola noted that Ocean Pines Rac-
quet Center is still cheaper than most 
comparable courts nearby, even with 
the price rise.  

“We did raise it, but it is still low 
compared to other places, and it was 
very low to begin with,” the general 
manager said. “When you look at 
those numbers, I’ve heard that people 
from Delaware were coming here, 
and we would lose those people if we 
raised the prices. And maybe we did. 
But my view is this: I don’t believe 
this homeowners association is in the 
business of subsidizing people to 
come down here from Delaware. If 
they want to come, they’re welcome. 
That's what I've heard, that the peo-
ple from Delaware aren't going to 
come. My racquet sports director told 
me, ‘Let's give it a little more time.’ I 
stand by that, and we will give the 
best experience down there and the 
best experience we can. Hopefully, 
people will come.”  

Donahue also updated the com-
munity on summer activities hosted 
by the Rec and Parks group. Last 
week, the Yacht Club’s recurring 
Family Fun Night began. The event 
will kick off at 6 p.m. every Wednes-
day. The recreation director said the 
first night had about 200 attendees, 
but expects to see more as the recent 
heat wave expires. 

The free concerts at White Horse 
Park have also started back up for the 
summer. Each Thursday, OPA resi-
dents can head to the park from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m. to listen to the live 
music. 
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OP food, beverage sales revenue up for May
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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New ‘Hot Summer 
Swing’ coming to 
Berlin on July 12

(July 3, 2025) To celebrate 135 
years of Taylor Bank in Berlin, the 
town’s chamber of commerce is host-
ing a 1920s-themed event later this 
month as an ode to the business’s ear-
lier days.  

On Saturday, July 12, the Berlin 
Chamber of Commerce is hosting a 
“Hot Summer Swing” concert with live 
music, dancing, street performers, and 
food and beverage vendors. The festiv-
ities will kick off at noon and finish up 
around 5 p.m.  

According to Berlin Chamber of 
Commerce President Garrett Neville, 
this will be the organization's first “Hot 
Summer Swing,” which will be held in 
conjunction with Taylor Bank.  

“It's to celebrate their 135 years in 
business,” Neville said. “They are cer-
tainly a staple here on the Eastern 
Shore.”  

The party will feature live music 
from the appropriately named Gatsby 
Gang Band. There will be kids' games, 
and, as a highly different part of the 
day, a stilt walker will trek up and 
down Main Street.  

“The swing theme is an ode back to 
vintage Berlin,” Neville said. “It's 
something a little bit different but also 
very family-friendly. We wanted to 
pick a genre that encouraged hot sum-
mer nights and dancing with family 
and friends on historic Main Street, 
Berlin.”  

The first 200 children will receive 
complimentary cotton candy, while the 
first batch of adults will enjoy compli-
mentary beer from Evolution Craft 
Brewing Company. Food vendors will 
also be on-site for attendees to pur-
chase lunch or dinner.  

To celebrate Taylor Bank's 135th an-
niversary, the Gatsby-themed band 
will take a break every hour, allowing 
representatives from the banking 
group to offer history lessons and sto-
ries about the Eastern Shore and the 
business’s legacy in the community.  

Shore leaders will also speak at the 
Hot Summer Swing.  

“At 3 p.m., there will be presenta-
tions from various elected officials 
from the Eastern Shore, just saying 
wonderful things about Berlin and 
Taylor Bank,” Neville added.  

The chamber president hopes the 
event will be filled with dancing and 
fun, appropriate for the whole family.  

“This will showcase another incred-
ible event that the Berlin Chamber can 
put on for the community,” Neville said. 
“There will be good music and just 
something for everybody to do. It’ll just 
be a good way to spend a summer 
evening. We hope everyone comes out, 
and we can make this an annual event.”  

Neville also encouraged attendees 
to visit Main Street shops on the day of 
the event to support local businesses. 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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Committee remains hopeful 
about South Gate project 

(July 3, 2025) While an erosion 
limitation and beautification project at 
the Ocean Pines South Gate Pond has 
been paused amid federal grant fund-
ing uncertainty, the community’s En-
vironment and Natural Assets 
Committee remains optimistic in its 
eventual renewal.  

In conjunction with the Maryland 
Coastal Bays Program, the project's 
plan included planting vegetation and 
flowers around Ocean Pines’ South 
Gate Pond to combat erosion, pre-
serve wildlife, and promote commu-
nity beautification. The scope of the 
work is to cover 4,600 feet of shore-
line. The initial phase will focus on the 
area that faces Racetrack Road, where 
experts believe soil loss is most trou-
blesome.  

The project's total cost is estimated 
at $500,000. That amount includes 
$200,000 to $250,000 for the sub-
merged gravel wetland, $100,000 for 
the fishing area, and $100,000 to 
$150,000 for landscaping. MCBP has 
paused the project, citing uncertainty 
of federal grant funding under the 
Trump administration.  

The ENAC met on June 25 to dis-
cuss the work. While Ocean Pines As-

sociation officials hope the project will 
resume in 2026, the ENAC intends to 
periodically check in with OPA Senior 
Director of Administration Linda 
Martin on the initiative’s status.  

When the project starts again, ad-
ditional modifications will likely be 
made for turtle habitat.  

According to Patricia Garcia, the 
environmental group’s chair, logs 
used to float in the South Gate Pond. 
The team hopes that features like 
these can once again be added to the 
waterway.  

“Turtles love to bask, so we were 
just saying, ‘hey, can OPA just find a 
log and just put it in there?’” Garcia 
said.   

When the pond restoration project 
resumes, a turtle sanctuary will be in-
cluded in the plans.  

 “Turtle-specific protection is sup-
posed to be part of [the pond work],” 
Garcia maintained.  

The project will be funded via 
grants from the US Environmental 
Protection Agency, which Garcia said 
are currently frozen. Per the natural 
asset team’s meeting on June 25, the 
group will continue monitoring the fi-
nancial assistance status and the ini-
tiative’s progress. The work is stalled 
with an unknown resumption date.

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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(July 3, 2025) Barges hauling 
100,000-gallon gas tanks made their 
way to Bishopville over the last month in 
preparation for a new natural gas storage 
facility.  

Nicholas Bishop, capital projects 
manager for Chesapeake Utilities, said 
the tanks are part of an Worcester Re-
siliency Upgrade project recently ap-
proved by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC), which 
oversees the interstate transmission of 
natural gas, oil and electricity.   

Construction of a new liquefied natu-
ral gas storage facility in Bishopville will 
begin in the coming months and be 
completed by next year. Eastern Shore 
Natural Gas, a subsidiary of Chesapeake 

Utilities, will operate the site. 
“The facility will provide additional 

capacity to protect customers from 
weather-related supply disruptions and 
expand energy availability to more resi-
dents and local businesses,” he said.  

The 135-acre site – located next to the 
asphalt plant in Bishopville – will house 
five, 100,000-gallon, low-profile hori-
zontal storage tanks, Bishop said.  

Given their size, the tanks were 
shipped from a manufacturing company 
to Norfolk, Va., where they were then 
barged to Moore Boat in Bishopville. 
From there, the tanks were transported 
by truck to the project site, which caused 
temporary road closures.  

“Eastern Shore Natural Gas worked 
with several specialized shipping compa-
nies to deliver the tanks, and coordinated the entire process with FERC, local offi-

cials, first responders and MDOT to en-
sure safety and minimize disruption to 
the community,” Bishop said.  

Eastern Shore Natural Gas reports 
the project will service residents in 
Worcester and Wicomico counties in 
Maryland, and Sussex County in 
Delaware.  

In addition to the installation of the 
gas tanks, the project will include 
pipeline looping, upgrades to the Mills-
boro pressure control station, and up-
grades to three existing meter and 
regulator stations – located in Selbyville, 

Thompson and Berlin.  
Eastern Shore Natural Gas reports 

the project’s goal is to ensure reliability 
and affordability. With the new capacity, 
the company said customers are pro-
tected from weather-related supply dis-
ruptions and associated price spikes.  

“The tanks will be used to supply ad-
ditional natural gas via the existing East-
ern Shore Natural Gas pipeline during 
periods of winter weather and supply 
shortages,” Bishop said.  

Bishop said those with questions 
should visit the project’s webpage, 
worcesterresiliencyupgrade.com.

By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor
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PHOTO COURTESY OF JEFF HICKS 
One of the massive tanks shipped from Norfolk, Va. to Bishopville is pictured making its way through 

the Route 50 bridge drawspan on June 25.

Natural gas tanks create a  
stir during shipping process
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Gov. stands behind offshore 
wind despite OC opposition

(July 3, 2025) As President Donald 
Trump continues to tweet against 
windmills, Maryland’s governor says 
his office hasn’t been in communica-
tion with the White House over a pro-
posed offshore mid-Atlantic wind 
farm that’s in the final stages of ap-
proval at the state level. 

“No, we haven't had any communi-
cation with the Trump administration 
on this project specifically,” Moore 
said in an interview Tuesday with OC 
Today-Dispatch. The governor is in 
Ocean City for the annual summer 
conference of the Maryland Munici-
pal League. 

“I know some of the challenges that 
the administration has and we hear 
them loud and clear,” he added. “The 
thing that I want for everybody to 
hear loud and clear is that in the state 
of Maryland, we have got to come up 
with more energy options. We've got 
to come up with a more sustainable 
and affordable way for people to be 
able to harness energy. We have to do 
more to invest in our grid. We have to 
do more to make sure that we are not 
solely reliant on individual or inde-
pendent sources of energy.” 

Moore added he’s looking forward 

to working with the federal govern-
ment “to figure out just where exactly 
they are, and what they will support 
and fund, because federal involve-
ment does matter in these projects, 
we cannot deny that.” 

During his 2024 campaign, Trump 
said he’d end offshore wind with an 
executive order “on Day 1.” Once he 
took office in January, the President 
continued to make overtures about 
stomping out offshore wind projects, 
calling them “an economic and envi-
ronmental disaster” that only work 
with government subsidies. 

Trump’s criticism continued last 
week with this June 21 posting to his 
Truth Social account: 

“Windmills, and the rest of this 
‘JUNK,’ are the most expensive and 
inefficient energy in the world, is de-
stroying the beauty of the environ-
ment, and is 10 times more costly 
than any other energy. None of it 
works without massive government 
subsidy (energy should NOT NEED 
SUBSIDY!). Also, it is almost exclu-
sively made in China!!! It is time to 
break away, finally, from this crazi-
ness!!!” 

The developer US Wind plans to 
install a 114-turbine wind farm as 
close as 11 miles off the coast of Ocean 

City. The company recently cleared a 
final round of permitting from the 
Maryland Department of the Envi-
ronment.   

“The Department has made a final 
determination to issue the permit-to-
construct, the PSD Approval, and the 
NSR Approval, effective June 6, 
2025,” the agency shared on its web-
site earlier this month. 

OC Today-Dispatch specifically 
asked Moore, a Democrat, what his 
position is on this project. 

“My position is that Maryland 
needs to have an energy future that 
can create sustainable and affordable 
and reliable energy for every Marylan-
der,” came his reply. “It's the reason 
that I've been pushing for not just 
wind, but also solar and nuclear en-
ergy, and just more energy sources 
that can make things a little bit easier 
for the people of our state and for the 
people of Maryland.  

“But I also know that I don't do 
anything without community,” he 

By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

BRIAN SHANE/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Gov. Wes Moore was in Ocean City last week for the Maryland Municipal League convention held 

at the convention center. He is pictured speaking during a coastal bays event last week.

LocalCrabcakes.comLocalCrabcakes.com
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Moore seeking energy diversity
added. “I think there's one thing that 
people have learned about me and the 
way that I lead, is that I believe that 
partnership produces progress. I 
don't believe that we do things to 
communities – I believe we do things 
with communities. My promise to all 
of our communities is that I will al-
ways be not just an active listener, but 
an active partner inside of this work 
to make sure that we get to the right 
conclusion.” 

Local elected officials have voiced 
their strident opposition to the wind 
farm project for years. Ocean City is 
currently in the process of suing the 
federal government to stop the proj-
ect from proceeding, with Worcester 
County government signed on as a co-
plaintiff.  

Worcester County officials also 
have considered invoking eminent 
domain to stop US Wind from setting 
up shop at the West Ocean City com-
mercial fishing harbor for an opera-
tions and maintenance facility to 
service the wind farm. 

When asked what he would say to 
those elected officials who are 
staunchly opposed to wind farms off 
their coastline, Moore said “they’re 
still my partners on the (Lower East-
ern Shore) and they’re people who I 
still plan on working with and still 
plan on coordinating with on these is-
sues.” 

Ocean City Mayor Rick Meehan 
has vowed to keep fighting the US 
Wind project in court, saying that the 
state has “ignored” local voices and 
“will stop at no end to politically ap-
prove” a project he called unreliable 
and unsustainable. 

Congressman Andy Harris on 
Tuesday posted to Facebook his oppo-
sition to the US Wind project, saying 
“this offshore wind project will devas-
tate our shoreline, destroy the com-
mercial fishing industry, and harm 
our marine life.” 

Moore has strongly supported off-
shore wind. After signing a memoran-
dum of understanding with the U.S. 
Department of the Interior’s Bureau 
of Ocean Energy Management to ad-
vance offshore wind development in 
Maryland, Moore said in June of 
2024 via statement on his website, 
“Maryland is serious about offshore 
wind – not just because of what it 
means for our environment, but also 
because of what it means for our 
economy. Offshore wind means new 
manufacturing jobs, higher wages, 
and more opportunity to grow wealth 
for Maryland families. I’m grateful to 
the Biden-Harris Administration and 
all of our partners at the local, state, 
and federal levels for their partner-
ship in this work. Together, we will 
build an economy that is both green 
and growing.” 
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4500 COASTAL HIGHWAY UNIT 407  ASTORIA  OCEAN CITY
Ocean block 3BR, 3 BA top floor elegant retreat with panoramic views. Mid-town 
location perfect for residence or great rental opportunity. NOW $639,000

169 JAMESTOWN ROAD UNIT 50401  HARBOR SAILS  OCEAN CITY
Luxury 1 BR, 1BA bayfront condominium with marvelous bay views. Looking for an 
investment or your place at the beach – this is the one for you. $315,000
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Man sentenced for setting 
three fires across Worcester

(July 3, 2025) On Friday, June 27, 
Felix Rounds, Jr., 38, of Berlin, was 
sentenced to 40 years of incarcera-
tion after being convicted of first-de-
gree malicious burning, reckless 
endangerment, and first-degree 
arson.  

Judge Beau H. Oglesby of the 
Worcester County Circuit Court sus-
pended all but 15 
years of active incar-
ceration, placed 
Rounds on five years 
of supervised proba-
tion upon release, 
with the condition 
that he complete 
mental health coun-
seling for pyromania, 
and ordered Rounds to pay over 
$12,000 in restitution to multiple vic-
tims for property damage. 

The charges stem from three sep-
arate reports of structure fires which 
occurred throughout northern 
Worcester County between Nov. 21, 
2023, and March 29, 2024. These in-
cidents were investigated by both the 
Ocean City and Worcester County 
Fire Marshal's Offices and allied law 
enforcement agencies and fire de-
partments.  

The first fire occurred in a house 
on Sinepuxent Road in Berlin, where 
witnesses observed smoke and fire 
coming from an open front window. 
A witness also saw an individual, 
later identified as Rounds, running 
behind the house at the time of the 
fire. The Worcester County Fire Mar-
shal's Office responded and deter-
mined that the fire was intentionally 
set in a bedroom of the home.  

The second fire was reported in 

March of 2024 by a cleaning crew 
working at an Ocean City hotel, who 
discovered fire damage to one of the 
hotel rooms. Investigation by the 
Ocean City Fire Marshal's Office re-
vealed that Rounds had rented that 
hotel room hours before the fire oc-
curred and had left the hotel without 
checking out soon thereafter.  

The third fire was intentionally set 
a few weeks later, on March 29, 2024, 
inside a house on Ocean Parkway in 
Ocean Pines. Investigation revealed 
that Rounds, who had been staying at 
the residence, had barricaded himself 
inside a bedroom and began lighting 
clothing and other items within the 
room on fire. As firefighters breached 
the bedroom door, Rounds jumped 
out of a window and was eventually 
apprehended by police. He was trans-
ported to the hospital for an emer-
gency evaluation and officers placed 
him under arrest after the evaluation 
was completed.  

Rounds was indicted by a Worces-
ter County grand jury in May of 2024 
on charges related to all three fire in-
vestigations. 

Worcester County State's Attorney 
Kris Heiser thanked the Worcester 
County Fire Marshal's Office, the 
Ocean City Fire Marshal's Office, and 
all allied first responders and law en-
forcement for their work on these in-
vestigations, and praised their 
dedication and combined efforts in 
linking these fires to the same sus-
pect. Heiser also thanked her team of 
prosecutors, investigators and sup-
port staff at the Office of the State's 
Attorney for their diligence and at-
tention to detail in preparing the case 
for successful prosecution.

Felix Rounds, Jr.

ROTARY 
WORK DAY 
Ocean City-Berlin 

Rotary Club repre-

sentatives Mar-

garet Mudron and 

Cliff Berg attended 

Rotary Work Days 

at Camp Fairlee, an 

Easter Seals Camp 

in Fairlee, Md. to 

help spruce up the 

camp for summer 

campers. The club 

meets the 1st and 

3rd Wednesday of 

the month at Don’s 

Seafood at the 

South Gate of 

Ocean Pines. For 

more information 

email ocberlinrotar

y@gmail.com 
SUBMITTED PHOTO/ 
BAYSIDE GAZETTE
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Worcester parks to receive update

(July 3, 2025) Upgraded conces-
sions, parking lots, and lighting are 
part of $650,000 in potential up-
grades to five Worcester County 
parks using state grant funding. 

The County Commissioners at 
their June 17 meeting unanimously 
approved a proposal to use $585,000 
in grant funding from Program Open 
Space. The state’s cost share is 90% 
and the county will provide the re-
maining $65,000 as a 10% share. The 
plan requires state approval. 

In Berlin, the Northern Worcester 
Athletic Complex would see 
$225,000 in renovations. It would 
include new LED lighting at the park-
ing lot, which already has conduit in 
place for light placement, and up-
grades to the bathrooms and conces-
sions area, including a new pavilion 
roof.  

Snow Hill’s John Walter Smith 
Park would see a dugout replacement 
project for three fields at a cost of 
$125,000. The dugouts are original 
to the park. This park also would get 
a new roof for its concession area at 

a cost of $50,000. 
Showell Park in Showell would get 

a brand-new parking lot, including 
engineering, design, and construc-
tion, at a cost of $150,000. The park’s 
limited parking area fills up during 
peak times, pushing visitors to park 
on the roadside, which county offi-
cials say is a safety concern. 

On the southern end of the county, 
both Stockton Park in Stockton and 
Newtown Park in Pocomoke City will 
see improvements as well. Stockton 
Park will place its 16-by-30 foot 
pavilion at a cost of $50,000 and 
Newtown Park will get a new 
$50,000 roof for its concession 
stand.  

DNR established Program Open 
Space in 1969 and has since provided 
funding for nearly 7,000 parks and 
conservation areas statewide. 

Today, however, the availability of 
Program Open Space funds for 
Worcester County stands at about a 
third of what it used to be. That’s be-
cause the state has cut back as a cost-
saving measure in the wake of this 
year’s multi-billion-dollar budget 
shortfall, according to County Ad-
ministrator Weston Young.  

“My stance is, they should not cut 
anything that has a return on invest-
ment – investing in tourism, in parks, 
things like that,” he said. “An im-

proved park improves property val-
ues. It contributes to tourism. But it’s 
also quality-of-life for jurisdictions.” 

In 2023, Worcester County re-
ceived Open Space $1.14 million in 
Program Open Space funding. Two 
years later, that amount fell to 
$450,209, despite the county’s re-
quest for $1.65 million in grants.  

For this upcoming fiscal year, 
which begins Tuesday, the county’s 
grant award total is $359,744. The 
county will next submit its full pro-
posal to the state Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) for approval. 
It can be amended during the year if 
other projects arise.  

While year-by-year grants have 
dropped, the county still gets to keep 
prior year grants in escrow. The 
county’s parks department has more 
than $1.5 million in Program Open 
Space funding available, which in-
cludes the fiscal 2026 allocation.  

If the county taps into its reserves 
to complete all the proposed park 
projects for this year, then that fund 
balance would drop to about 
$783,000, according to an internal 
county memo from May 27. 

Last year’s Open Space money was 
used to acquire Little League fields in 
Berlin from the Lions Club, to add to 
the county’s parkland, according to 
Young. 

Program Open Space funds 
to benefit recreational sites 
pending state’s approval 
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

Worcester County 
Library honors US 
in series of events

The Worcester County Library has 
announce a year-long series of events 
commemorating the upcoming Semi-
quincentennial of the United States, 
marking 250 years since the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence. 

The kickoff event will feature "Travel 
Through Time with Mary Katharine 
Goddard," a living history program re-
searched, written, and performed by 
Rosemarie Law. The event is on Mon-
day, July 14 at the Ocean Pines Library 
at 2 p.m. This engaging portrayal will 
delve into the life and contributions of 
the woman responsible for printing the 
first broadside of the Declaration of In-
dependence that included the names of 
the signers. 

"We are thrilled to begin our celebra-
tion with such a unique and educational 
program," stated Elena Coelho, Adult 
Services Coordinator for the Worcester 
County Library. "Ms. Law's performance 
promises to be informative, offering our 
community a deeper understanding of a 
pivotal figure in American history." 

This program is the first in a compre-
hensive series that will explore various 
facets of Colonial America. The Worces-
ter County Library invites the public to 
participate in this enriching journey 
through American history.

ATLANTIC DENTAL 
COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

PREVENTIVE CARE • INVISALIGN 
PERIODONTAL TREATMENT • FULL MOUTH 
RESTORATIONS • IMPLANT RESTORATIONS 

SMILE ENHANCEMENTS 
EMERGENCY SERVICES FOR OUR CURRENT PATIENTS 

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST  
We have generations of experience and are  
well known for our exceptional dental care.    

We want to help you keep that  
bright and beautiful smile 

every season!
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Coastal bays prioritized in revised blueprint

(July 3, 2025) A local environmen-
tal nonprofit just inked its latest ten-
year roadmap with state and local 
officials, including a ringing endorse-
ment from Maryland’s governor, to 
protect and restore coastal bay waters 
in Worcester County. 

Calling the coastal bays “one of the 
greatest heirlooms we’ve got,” Gov. 
Wes Moore appeared in person Tues-
day in Ocean City to affix his signature 
to the Maryland Coastal Bays Pro-
gram’s (MCBP) newest Comprehen-
sive Conservation & Management 
Plan.   

“It's our job to protect this area and 
we will make sure we do just that,” 
Moore said from a lectern at the south-
ern end of the Boardwalk overlooking 
Assateague Island. “Thank you for 
making sure that we can walk arm in 
arm through this, to know that the next 
generation will look back at the same 
waterway generations from now.” 

Moore ended his enthusiastic re-
marks by writing his signature in 
Sharpie marker on a poster-sized ver-
sion of the agreement displayed on an 
easel. He was joined by other local 
elected officials including state Sen. 
Mary Beth Carozza, mayors Zach Tyn-
dall of Berlin and Rick Meehan of 

Ocean City, and Worcester County 
Commission President Ted Elder.  

Josh Kurtz, Secretary of the state’s 
Department of Natural Resources, at 
the signing ceremony lauded the 
group for its long-term blueprint, one 
that aims to tackle a daunting future 
marked by warmer waters, more ero-
sion, and shrinking islands.  

“Having the foresight to do this in 
10-year increments allows us to really 
say: what are the challenges on the 
horizon?” Kurtz said. “This plan looks 
into that future, and it helps us really 
build for what we want to see, which is 
a coastal bays that provide robust eco-
nomic opportunity for all of our local 

communities.” 
It’s the third iteration of the orga-

nization’s management plan, with its 
first edition coming out in 1999-2000. 
They revamped it again in 2015, fol-
lowing a three-year effort to define the 
most significant issues related to 
water quality and environmental 
health.  

What emerged was a 10-year trea-
tise that addresses goals and action 
items in the areas of legislation and 
policy, education and outreach, 
restoration and conservation, and 
ecosystem assessment.  

So what’s changed in the last 

By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

See LEADERS Page 19

State and local of-

ficials gathered in 

a signing ceremony 

to celebrate the up-

dated environmen-

tal plan last week. 
BRIAN SHANE/ 
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email office@templebatyam-oc.org 
TempleBatYam-oc.org



(July 3, 2025) The Mayor and 
Council and Planning Commission of 
the Town of Berlin have announced 
the release of Request for Proposals 
(RFP) for a full update to the town’s 
comprehensive plan.  

The RFP was opened to interested 
parties beginning July 1, with final 
proposals due by 3 p.m. on Friday, 
Sept. 5. 

Questions from prospective bidders 
will be accepted until Aug. 1 with re-
sponses provided and posted publicly 
by Aug. 8. All deadlines are subject to 
change at the town’s discretion. 

“The current Comprehensive Plan 
has served as a valuable tool in guiding 
Berlin’s growth and land use deci-
sions,” said Mayor Zack Tyndall. 
“However, it was adopted in 2010 and, 
reviewed without change in 2020, so 
it is due for a thorough review and up-
date. It’s time for a fresh look to en-
sure we are meeting the needs of our 
current and future residents.” 

An internal review committee, in-

cluding the mayor, members of the 
council, planning commission and 
town staff developed the RFP and will 
evaluate submitted proposals in Sep-
tember. The committee will interview 
selected firms and make a recommen-
dation to the Mayor and Council for 
contract award. 

The selected consultant will lead a 
thorough update of the town’s com-
prehensive plan, addressing key areas 
such as population trends, land use, 
infrastructure and utility needs, envi-
ronmental sustainability, stormwater 
management, and future growth. A 
strong emphasis will be placed on 
community engagement, with a vari-
ety of public outreach methods includ-
ing in-person meetings, surveys, and 
workshops. The final plan will be sub-
mitted for review by the planning 
commission before formal considera-
tion and adoption by the Mayor and 
Council. 

Those interested can access the full 
document and submission details on 
the town’s website at 
www.berlinmd.gov/government/re-
quest-for-proposals 

Updates on the planning process 
and opportunities for public involve-
ment will be shared over the next 12–
18 months via the town’s website.

July 3, 2025 Bayside Gazette Page 19

Leaders ink plan 
to preserve bays

decade? Worcester County officials 
say “significant progress” has been 
made that benefit the coastal bays, like 
ongoing litter cleanup initiatives, 
more environmental education in 
local schools, increased land conser-
vation programs, and improved bay 
health report cards. 

The new management plan, which 
extends to 2035, touches on themes of 
providing healthy waters, protecting 
fish and wildlife and their habitats, 
creating resilient ecosystems, and de-
veloping public engagement and part-
nership. It’s also sleeker, with a list of 
124 action compared with 222 in the 
prior version. 

The coastal bays include the areas 
of Assawoman Bay, Isle of Wight Bay, 
the St. Martin River, Sinepuxent Bay, 
Newport Bay, and Chincoteague Bay 
and all their respective creeks, prongs, 
and coves. Their collective watersheds 
extend through Worcester County 
from lower Sussex County, Delaware, 
to Chincoteague, Virginia. 

Kevin Smith, executive director of 
the Maryland Coastal Bays Program, 
said it’s been 25 years since local lead-
ers last renewed their commitment to 
keeping those waterways healthy by 
signing a working agreement like they 
did Tuesday. 

“It’s almost, in certain regards, like 
renewing your marriage vows,” he 
said. “We’ve always had a good part-
nership with folks – the town, the 
county, and other folks. We’ll go back 
to work tomorrow and just continue 
what we’re doing.”

Continued from Page 18

Berlin seeks bids for town’s 
comprehensive plan update
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was watching the Veterans Memorial 
pavilion come to life,” Lakernick said. 
“That to me is the cornerstone of our 
community. We have delivered a 
brand new racquet center. I have to 
tell you that the financial health of 
Ocean Pines is good. The reason it’s 
good is because of our financial stew-
ard, [OPA General Manager] John 
Viola, and his incredible team. We 
work in collaboration with him to get 
it done.”  

The board president also noted 
that when he joined the board three 
years ago, the Ocean Pines Police De-
partment was understaffed, with just 
eight full-time officers. However, the 
board hired Tim Robinson as police 
chief, and 13 officers are now em-
ployed with the department.  

Rakowski, who is the current 
treasurer of the OPA board, is run-
ning for her second term.  

Rakowski has lived in Ocean Pines 
for 15 years. She attended Salisbury 
University, and she said it was there 
that fell in love with the Eastern 
Shore and knew she had to return. If 
reelected, Rakowski vowed to listen 
to homeowners and maintain regular 
communication to ensure the com-
munity’s needs are met.  

“Safety will always be my number 
one priority, and financial stability,” 

she said. “I won’t always have the an-
swers, but I guarantee you, when I 
say I’ll get back to you, I will get back 
to you. No one has all the answers all 
the time, but what sets us apart is 
how we follow up.”  

In his opening statements, Jacobs 
emphasized the need to facilitate 
stronger community involvement.  

“What disappoints me, I’ll be quite 
candid, is we only have four people 
running for three vacancies,” he said. 
“We need to get more people involved 
in what Ocean Pines does on a regu-
lar basis.”  

Jacobs added that he hopes to find 
ways to make board discussions more 
transparent.  

“A lot of our discussions are 
through emails,” he said.  

Peck told the audience that she 
and her husband have been home-
owners in Ocean Pines since 2002. 
Peck said that she is fiscally conser-
vative and pledges to prioritize com-
munity needs over wants. She said 
she is “all about basic infrastructure 
and safety “ and uses data-based re-
search to make decisions.  

“I am about community input and 
listening to the homeowners,” Peck 
said. “I’m about listening to the com-
munity; we need leadership that lis-
tens.”  

The challenger asked that commu-

nity members contact her at 
Peck4pines@comcast.net with any 
questions they may have about her 
candidacy.  

Following opening statements, the 
candidates were asked questions 
from the elections committee.  

Lakernick was asked, “How would 
you handle situations where home-
owners are not abiding by the rules 
and regulations, for instance, the re-
cent situation regarding leaf accumu-
lation?”  

Lakernick noted that the commu-
nity’s public works department had 
decided to issue citations to house-
holds where leaf accumulation is a 
problem.  

“We are below sea level in certain 
portions of our community,” he said. 
“Flooding is an issue after heavy 
storms. It was determined through 
our public works and engineering 
that the swales and the clogged 
drainage pipes are responsible for 
some of this. So, the decision was 
made to send out some letters. Most 
folks jumped right on it and cleaned 
their swales out. Let me tell you, 
some of that problem was aggravated 
by some of our homeowners dump-
ing all the yard waste into the 
ditches.”  

Rakowski was asked, “What steps 
would you take to ensure that board 
decisions align with the best interests 
of the community?”  

She replied that engaging with 
homeowners and OPA personnel is 
her approach to gauge Ocean Pines’ 
wants and needs.  

“I think communicating with our 
board members, our community 
members, committees, things like 
that, offers us insight,” she said. 
“...We need to continue along those 
lines. Use every resource and com-
municate in every way we can with 
the community.”  

Jacobs was asked, “What is your 
approach to resolving issues and 
making decisions as a team?”  

The candidate said he draws from 
his professional experience when in-
teracting with competing viewpoints.  

“I worked for eight years on Capi-

tol Hill for both Republican and 
Democratic congressmen,” he said. “I 
served 20-plus years as a lobbyist...I 
also worked for the last seven years 
dealing with child support litigation 
for the attorney general in Howard 
County. 

“So I have a lot of experience in 
finding people from different points 
of view, pulling them into a room, 
and trying to resolve differences. I 
think that’s what I’m trying to do 
now…You have to respect the other 
side when talking about them. There 
are no permanent enemies. 

“You may agree on something one 
day and disagree on something the 
next day. That’s fine, but you’ve got to 
find a way to work together. That’s 
what’s most important for everybody 
here. That should be the guiding 
principle we use.”  

Concluding the first round of ques-
tions, Peck was asked, “How do you 
plan to balance competing wants 
within the community?”  

Peck said she believes that gather-
ing input from the community en-
sures resident concerns are heard 
and considered.  

“Listening to the homeowners and 
having your finger on the pulse for 
what they want is important,” she 
said.  

She added that in addressing resi-
dent desires, if elected, she would pri-
oritize items most necessary to make 
sure OPA remains operational and in 
a healthy financial position.  

“I am fiscally conservative, so I am 
always going to prioritize the needs, 
which are infrastructure,” Peck said. 
“We’ve got a big expense with the fire 
department coming up, so safety will 
always be first.  

“Infrastructure is always going to 
be ahead. Then we’re going to see 
what will benefit the community. I’m 
looking at things like return on in-
vestment. Is this a project that’s going 
to help us generate revenue? Is this a 
project that will benefit the commu-
nity as a whole? How many people is 
this going to help, and what is the 
legacy of this project? I’m going to 
take a multidisciplinary look at it.”  
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Campaigners answer questions
During the next round, the board 

candidates were asked questions sub-
mitted by Ocean Pines residents.  

Lakernick was asked, “Do you sup-
port changing the Declaration of Re-
strictions to allow foster and adopted 
kids to occupy homes in section 
14B?”  

While the rule exists in the com-
munity’s governing documents, Lak-
ernick replied, it was implemented 
years ago, and the board has no in-
tention of ever executing it. 

“ ...that DR is unenforceable,” he 
said. “There is no way that they’re 
going to put a kid out that’s an 
adopted child. To go through the 
process of changing a DR is an expen-
sive proposition, and when you’re 
talking about something that’s unen-
forceable, that’s not something we’re 
going to take action on. This is some-
thing from a bygone age, and we’re 
not going to do it.”  

Rakowski’s second question was 
whether she would support future 
community surveys to gather resi-
dent input. She replied  that she 
would and said she intends to look for 
ways to ensure the forums reach the 
homeowners.  

“What I think we need to be better 
at is getting more people involved,” 
she said. “How do we get this survey 
information out there? Do we take it 
to the Yacht Club and have people fill 
out surveys there? Do we take it to 
the farmer’s market and have a table 
set up there? 

“I think those are all ways we could 
do better with the surveys. We need 
to do a better job of getting out there 
and making people know that we’re 
asking for their feedback.”  

Jacobs was asked, “If elected, how 
often do you expect to interact with 
the general manager? And how would 
you address your communication to 
him?”  

Jacobs told the audience that he 
sees OPA General Manager John 
Viola as a resource and that he tries 
“not to get involved in what he does.”  

“I see him as a great resource,” Ja-
cobs noted. “We don’t always agree, 
but if you need to know something, 
he’s the guy to ask.”  

Peck was asked if she is involved in 
any of OPA’s amenities. She re-
sponded that she is a member of the 
community pools, a spec tennis 
player, uses the boat ramps for 
kayaking, raised her children through 
Ocean Pines’ recreation and parks 
department, and that her husband is 
a golfer.  

Peck added that the board should 
remain in constant communication 
with amenity users and staff to en-
sure the facilities services are main-
tained, and that customer input is 
vital when determining membership 
pricing.  

She also referenced the board’s de-
cision this year to do away with indi-
vidual sport memberships at the 
racquet center and instead impose a 
combo, across-the-board fee. Be-
cause of this change, the challenger 
said, the racquet amenity is losing 
money, citing a $47,000 variance.  

“When you’re a director, I think 
it’s important to be visiting those 
amenities, understand what the users 
want for those amenities, and making 
smart decisions so that the amenities 
keep running smoothly and making 
money,” she said.  

Each candidate was allowed to ask 
a competitor one question. During 
this round, Lakernick accused Peck of 
boycotting the Yacht Club following 
the hit-and-run incident in 2022 that 
led to the death of local 14-year-old 
Gavin Knupp. The mother of Tyler 
Mailloux, the vehicle’s driver, was 
connected to a partner of Matt Ortt 
Companies, who ran Ocean Pines 
food and beverage operations at the 
time.  

Lakernick asked Peck, “You have 
in the past advocated for boycotting 
some of our amenities. How can a 
candidate for director reconcile that 
position with the responsibility of ad-
vocating for all of Ocean Pines and 
supporting all of Ocean Pines?”  

Peck countered that she was not 
boycotting the Yacht Club but advo-
cating for negotiations with vendors 
outside of Matt Ortt Companies. OPA 
entered into a new contract this year 
with Touch of Italy to oversee the 
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‘The Field Trip’ Performance

WPS 5th graders Freddy Hertrich (Ranger Rick/Rehoboth Beach, DE) and Tobi Blaska (Ranger 
John/Ocean City), along with 4th grader Dev Pillai (Ranger Jacob/Lewes, DE), take the stage in 
lead roles.

WPS 4th graders Alice Diorio (left/Selbyville, DE) and Grace Hornung (center/Newark) rock out as 
the Mt. Rushmore Rock Band.

WPS 5th grade soloists Nora Rafinski (Berlin), Amalia Gjikuria (Ocean City), and Grace Tunnell 
(Lewes, DE) perform a moving rendition of The Climb.

WPS 5th grader Maverick Pyne (Rehoboth Beach, DE) shines as the Singing Buffalo in the 3rd and 
4th grade’s rendition of The Badlands.

Worcester Prep’s 5th grade class performed their 
final Lower School performance, The Field Trip.  
In the front row from the left are Abigail Kratzer 
(Bishopville, MD), Anya Murukutla (Rehoboth Beach, 
DE), Avery Freitas (Dagsboro, DE), Priya Garg (Berlin, 
MD), Jaanvi Pandher (Berlin, MD), Lila Holland 
(Berlin, MD), Joey Kraeuter (Berlin, MD), Know Lut-
trell (Delmar, DE), Jace Zervakos (Selbyville, DE), 
John Freitas (Dagsboro, DE) and Mykolas Doyle (Sel-
byville, DE).  
In the second row from the left are Carter Harrison 
(Ocean City, MD), Grant Messner (Berlin, MD), Piper 
Coyle (Berlin, MD), Bia Prosekova (Selbyville, DE), 
Madelyn Tull (Rehoboth Beach, DE), Kingsley Giar-
dina (Berlin, MD), Kate DelliGatti (Berlin, MD), 
Charlize Damouni (Lewes, DE), Nora Rafinski (Berlin, 
MD), Isabella Labin (Rehoboth Beach, DE), Jude 
Waked (Rehoboth Beach, DE), Tobi Blaska (Ocean 
City) and Avrum Gudelsky (Ocean City, MD). 
In the back row from the left are Freddy Hertrich 
(Rehoboth Beach, DE), Roz Hagner (Berlin, MD), Teo 
Conev (Berlin), Marshal Hidell (Rehoboth Beach, 
DE), Maverick Pyne (Rehoboth Beach, DE), Peter Van 
Dalen (Rehoboth Beach, DE), Jack Parks (Salisbury), 
Aaralyn Lillquist (Selbyville, DE), Grace Tunnell 
(Lewes, DE), and Sloane Kremer (Snow Hill). 
SUBMITTED PHOTOS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE



food and beverage operations.  
“I advocated for what was the good 

decision for Ocean Pines and what ul-
timately happened, which was an 
RFP (request for proposal),” Peck 
said. “I’ve always advocated that 
there are good places to outsource, 
and one of those is food and bever-
age…We are in a much better finan-
cial position with the new Touch of 
Italy vendor.  

“Decisions have to be made on 
what is best for Ocean Pines. Not who 
you’re friends with, not the vendor 
that you love. It’s what is the best fi-
nancial decision, and that’s what we 
did, and I stand by that.”  

During her turn, Peck asked Lak-
ernick why, in late 2022, the board no 
longer allowed homeowners who 
were following meetings online to 
offer public comments. Peck argued 
that Lakernick is a part-time resident 
and cited the decision as lacking 
transparency.  

Lakernick said that the board 
eliminated public comments from 
online viewers because, following 
Knupp’s death, the online meeting 
space was bombarded with boy-
cotters, many of whom had no con-
nection to Ocean Pines.  

“Back in 2022, there was a huge 
controversy going on with the death 
of a young child,” Lakernick said. 
“We were being targeted and boy-
cotted, as you know, for our restaura-
teur at that time. People were 
picketing outside. We had to have our 
police here just in case anything hap-
pened. 

“We had people online who were 
not necessarily residents during our 
board meetings, and board meetings 
are for our association only. The only 
way we would ensure that was to 
eliminate the comments we heard 
that came over that Teams meeting.”  

To round out the forum, each can-
didate was asked one final question, 
randomly selected from community 
members’ submissions. 

Lakernick was asked, “What would 
you propose or do differently to im-
prove the perception of board trans-
parency?”  

He said the answer is encouraging 
more people to attend board meet-
ings.  

Rakowski was asked, “Do you feel 
that the yearly assessment should in-
crease to cover the cost of aging 
amenity buildings?”  

Rakowski said, “Yes and no.” 
“If we’re going to maintain this 

wonderful, beautiful place we have, 
there probably will come a time when 
we’re going to have to raise HOA 
fees,” she said. “Neglect is the worst 
thing for everything. The fire depart-
ment’s going through that. It got so 
bad, and now it’s not workable. I fore-
see increasing HOA fees, but it will be 
done with the DMA study, our re-
serves, and where we are finan-
cially.”  

Jacobs’ last question was about 
what he believed to be the role of the 
community’s advisory committees. 
He said he had served on the bylaws 
and resolutions committee and that 
he sees value in their existence.  

He said these committees are to act 
in an advisory capacity and should not 
interfere with the amenities staff. He 
referred to last spring, when the board 
voted 6-1 to abolish the racquet advi-
sory committee after months of dis-
putes about membership options and 
an allegedly false report of dangerous 
mold conditions in the old building. 
Jacobs, the sole dissenter at the time, 
maintained at last week’s forum that 
this decision was a mistake.  

“I actually believe in advisory com-
mittees,” he said. “I know some peo-
ple think we have too many. Some 
people suggest we should get rid of 
them all. But, my own view is they 
serve a vital purpose …They advise 
the board on things they’re hearing in 
the community and hearing at the 
amenities. 

“The other advantage is that these 
people are interested in specific 

areas. They have some level of expert-
ise or some level of specialty that we 
should make use of. They provide a 
new avenue of communication be-
yond just what the board and staff 
hear. My view is that there needs to 
be an adjustment. We may want to 
consolidate. We may want to review 
all the committees, but they serve a 
valuable purpose.”  

Finally, to round out the forum, 
Peck was asked: “How comfortable 
are you with biking or walking on 
Ocean Parkway? Do you feel Ocean 
Parkway is safe for residents to walk 
or bike?”  

Peck replied that as a “big walker 
and a big biker,” she does not believe 
the parkway is a safe path for pedes-
trians. She said she hopes adjust-
ments can be made, as children must 
wait for the bus in less-than-safe 

spots, and residents must walk the 
parkway to retrieve their mail. 

Peck noted that the money bud-
geted each year for repainting the 
roads is often untouched, and sug-
gested that these funds could be allo-
cated to bike and pedestrian safety.  

“Let’s make safety a priority and 
find some common-sense solutions 
to what is a problem,” the challenger 
said.  

The forum can be viewed in its en-
tirety on OPA’s YouTube channel.  

Voting materials for OPA’s Board 
of Directors election will be mailed 
and emailed to eligible homeowners 
on July 8. Ballots can be cast online, 
by mail, or dropped off at a box at the 
community’s police building by noon 
on Aug. 6. The results will be certified 
at the annual meeting on Saturday, 
Aug. 9. 
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Voting materials to be distributed on July 8
Continued from Page 21
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(July 3, 2025) The Ocean Pines 
Volunteer Fire Department will have 
a new South Side Station within the 
next couple of years, if community 
homeowners approve a referendum to 
authorize Ocean Pines Association’s 
contribution of up to $3.4 million to 
the project. The rebuild could result in 
a $50 increase in residents' annual as-
sessment fees if it’s green-lit.  

Materials for OPA’s 2025 Board of 
Directors election will be mailed and 
emailed to residents on July 8, and in 
that packet will include a referendum 
question asking Ocean Pines citizens 
to approve a contribution of around 
$3.4 million to the new South Station. 

The ballot question is worded as 
follows: “Do you authorize the Ocean 
Pines Association’s Board of Directors 

and Administration to proceed with 
the construction of a new South Fire 
Station at a target cost to OPA Inc. of 
up to $3.4 million, with a possible cost 
variance of up to ten percent (10%)?” 

A public hearing on the matter was 
held last week. Residents were al-
lowed to ask OPA and OPVFD repre-
sentatives questions about the project.  

Fire Department President Joe 
Enste also outlined the current build-
ing’s deteriorating condition and the 
plans for the new structure. 

According to Enste, OPVFD’s 
South Station, located at 911 Ocean 
Parkway, must be replaced to meet 
the fire company's needs. The fire 
president noted that the department 
has wanted a new building for 
decades, with the initial idea for the 
construction project dating back to 
20o1.  

The association’s leadership and 
the department are anxious to get the 
initiative underway. The current facil-
ity is hindering public safety, and the 
price tag will only increase as time 
passes, Enste said. 

“Where we’re at today is that it is 
now 2025 and we are still discussing 
the same thing,” Enste said. “And the 
cost of everything has gone up signif-
icantly. So again, we are at the point 
where we need to decide on how we 
are going to progress and make sure 
that it is set up for the future and not 
just, ‘oh, we can get by for now.’” 

Enste said that the South Station 
was built in 1981. In 1985, a 4,200-
square-foot addition was added to ac-
commodate the new EMS side of the 
department. In 1987, a 500-square-
foot addition was made for adminis-
trative offices. Since those 
modifications, only minor improve-
ments have been made to the build-
ing, like paintings and replacing 
kitchen cabinets.  

“Structurally, this building has 
stayed the exact same as it has been 
since 1987,” Enste said.  

The design and conditions of the 
South Station have created issues for 
the department’s staff and volunteers 
and hinder the quality of fire protec-
tion service available for the commu-
nity, according to Enste.  

The engine bay’s current setup in-
cludes a ladder truck, a rescue truck, 
a fire engine, three medic units, and 
all the personal protective equipment 
for both volunteer and career teams.  

“That is challenging for a number 
of reasons,” Enste said. “Number one, 
when we have an emergency, we have 
volunteers and career staff coming 
from different directions to get out 
into that engine bay. 

“At the same time, people are try-
ing to drive these vehicles in and out 
in an emergency response mode. It 
provides challenges you need to be 
aware of, like, is anyone going to run 
across because they forgot their keys, 
and things like that.”  

The engine bay’s doors are also 
only 12 feet wide. Enste said that in 
1981 this was standard, as fire trucks 

were smaller. Now, the size of these 
vehicles is growing. 

“It’s a challenge trying to back a 
multi-million dollar piece of equip-
ment with maybe six inches of room 
on each side of you,” Enste said.  

There is also no proper decontam-
ination area in the South Station, 
which Enset said was particularly 
worrisome during the covid-19 pan-
demic. While this issue is not as 
prevalent today, the firefighters still 
need a space to clean off if exposed to 
smoke and illness. The area desig-
nated for decontamination now is 
missing a shower, leaving just one in 
the building for the staff. 

There are also drainage issues, 
leaks, and mold concerns. Further-
more, bunk rooms do not have gender 
separation and are built for one to two 
overnight employees, as opposed to 
four today. Enste added that these 
conditions have made it difficult for 
the fire company to retain and recruit 
volunteer staff.  

“It’s no secret that volunteerism, 
when it comes to being involved in the 
fire department, is lessening and less-
ening every year,” he said. “There are 
still great people out there, and we are 
still bringing great people in every 
year, but the days of having a waiting 
list to be a part of the volunteer fire 
department are long gone.” 

Resident Karen Kaplan asked at 
the public hearing why OPA and the 
fire department have chosen to con-
struct an entirely new facility rather 
than renovate the current building. 
Enste said that the original plan from 
2001 was a renovation, but a lot has 
changed since then. A building com-
mittee was created to talk to career 
and volunteer employees to formulate 
a list of company needs. This process 
revealed that a reconstruction was re-
quired. 

The department’s needs include a 
decontamination room with a shower 
and toilet, an EMS and fire workshop, 
fire storage, a storage mezzanine, sep-
arate career and volunteer bunk 
rooms with optional gender separa-
tion, multiple toilet and shower 
rooms, a laundry room, a secure 
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OPA residents to vote on fire house funding
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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New fire station 
possible for OPA
lobby, and training rooms, among 
others, to ensure a fully operational 
fire facility.  

“Renovation would not be a fiscally 
responsible decision,” Enste said. 
“There are serious life hazards there. 
We have plumbing that is backing up. 
There are places with rusted out ceil-
ing tiles with leaks coming in. We also 
realized that the way this firehouse is 
laid out, because it was pieced to-
gether, it's an inefficient layout, and 
the last thing we want to do is put an-
other piece to the puzzle to continue 
to make it inefficient.”  

As such, the plan is to do a partial 
renovation with new construction. 
While most of the building will be 
brand new, the engine bay will be ren-
ovated. 

“There are still good bones in that 
engine bay,” Enste said. “What we are 
going to do is go through there, fix the 
drainage, fix the leaks. We’re going to 
expand that area and push out one of 
the walls to make sure it can fit, so we 
don’t have the fire truck and medic 
units smashed back to back together.” 

Once operational, the new South 
Station would be approximately 
15,000 square feet. Shovels are ex-
pected to go into the ground in Octo-
ber. It will take around 65 weeks to 
complete.  

Career staff will respond from the 
North Fire Station during construc-
tion. Enste said officials did discuss 
adding temporary trailers, which 
would cost around $150,000, to 
maintain operations at 911 Ocean 
Parkway. They ultimately decided 
against it for financial reasons.  

Resident and forum moderator Joe 
Reynolds said that he believes the cost 
of temporary trailers would be worth 
it to maintain quick response times for 
emergency situations on the commu-
nity’s south end. The crowd seemed to 
agree. As such, Enste said that project 
representatives will reconsider.  

“Our priority is to protect the com-
munity as best we can, and if it is part 
of the community’s wishes that they 
would feel better if we had a tempo-
rary facility [at the south station], we 
will gladly do that,” Enste said. “We 
are just trying to make sure we are 

getting as many concessions as we 
can. We want to hear your feedback.”  

Enste noted that the department 
has secured $1.7 million in grants and 
bonds and has an additional 
$750,000 from fundraising efforts 
and savings allocated for the project.  

“That leaves us about $3.4 million 
we are looking for in support [from 
OPA],” Enste added.  

If residents vote to allow OPA to 
contribute up to $3.4 million, the 
project could result in an additional 
cost of up to $50 on annual assess-
ment fees, OPA General Manager 
John Viola said. However, this figure 
is not firm. 

While discussion among residents 
at the hearing revolved around how to 
best maintain emergency response 
time during construction and the po-
tential cost to residents, the majority 
of community members present at the 

meeting seemed to approve of OPA’s 
funding contribution to the new fire-
house.  

“I am in support of providing our 
firefighters with a building that they 
need to continue their outstanding 
service to us,” said homeowner Mar-
lene Ott. 

Board members also emphasized 
that pushing the project forward is 
necessary to avoid more price hikes.  

“The longer we push it down the 
road, the more expensive it is going to 
become,” OPA Board of Director 
Elaine Brady said. “It is important to 
ensure this firehouse can get what 
they need and do it quickly. If it costs 
a little but more money, it needs to be 
spent. We wait to get bids and sign a 
contract every month, and it keeps es-
calating. We have to come to a point 
where we say, what are the best op-
tions? We need to get it started.” 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Ocean Pines residents will vote on a referendum to permit the homeowners association to spend up to $3.4 million on a proposed new fire station 

on the community’s south side. Renderings of the potential new facility are pictured. 

443-256-4871

24 Hour Awake Staff 
All Private Rooms & Baths 
Three Home-Cooked Meals a Day! 
All Inclusive Pricing 
In-House Doctor Visits 
VA and MAC Subsidy Approved 
Respite Care and Hospice Care

Call 443-256-4871 Today for more information or 
to schedule a visit to our on-site showroom.
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(June 26, 2025) Berlin 
Main Street has been desig-
nated as an Accredited Main 
Street America program for 
meeting rigorous perform-
ance standards.  

Each year, Main Street 
America and its partners an-
nounce the list of designated 
programs to recognize their 
exceptional commitment to 
preservation-based economic 
development and community 
revitalization through the 
Main Street Approach™. 

Main Street America rec-
ognizes two tiers of national 
designation — Affiliate and 
Accredited. These designa-
tions are a powerful advocacy 
tool, signaling to local stake-
holders, as well as city, state, 
and national funders, that a 
Main Street program has an 
established position within a 
nationwide movement with a 
45-year proven track record 
of generating impressive eco-
nomic returns, building local 
capacity, creating welcoming 
and inviting communities, 
and creating lasting impact. 

“Main Street America is 
proud to recognize this year’s 
821 Accredited Main Street 
America programs for their 
commitment to building 
strong and vibrant communi-
ties,” said Erin Barnes, Pres-
ident and CEO of Main Street 
America. “Their tireless ef-
forts show what’s possible 
when engaged leaders work 
together to shape places that 
reflect the people they serve. 

The continued impact of our 
network shows that the Main 
Street movement remains a 
powerful force for positive 
transformation.” 

Berlin Main Street’s per-
formance was evaluated 
through assessments con-
ducted by the organization’s 
personnel and board of direc-
tors, and Main Street Mary-
land, which works in 
partnership with Main Street 
America to identify local pro-
grams that meet rigorous na-
tional community evaluation 
standards. 

These standards provide 
the Main Street America net-
work with a strong founda-
tional framework to review 
progress, recognize strengths, 
understand trends, and iden-
tify strategies that move Main 
Street programs forward. To 
quality for Accredited status 
— Main Street America’s top 
designation tier — communi-
ties must demonstrate a 
proved track record of achiev-
ing outcomes in alignment 
with the Main Street Ap-
proach and exceptional per-
formance in six areas: 
broad-based community 
commitment to revitaliza-
tion; inclusive leader- 
ship and organizational ca-
pacity; diversified funding 
and sustainable program op-
erations; strategy-driven pro-
gramming; preservation- 
based economic develop-
ment; and demonstrated im-
pact and results. 

In 2024, Main Street 
America programs generated 
$7.65 billion in local rein-
vestment, helped open 6,324 
new businesses, facilitated 
the creation of 33,835 new 
jobs, rehabilitated 10,126 his-
toric buildings, and logged 
1.9 million volunteer hours. 
On average, for every dollar 
that a Main Street program 
spent to support their opera-
tions, $21.73 was reinvested 
into their downtown and 
commercial corridor com-
munities. 

Berlin Main Street was 
named a 2025 Top 10 Great 
American Main Street by 
Main Street America. 

“Berlin’s Main Street is 
thriving because we focus on 
both preserving history and 
planning for the future, and 
this accreditation affirms we’re 
on the right path and moti-
vates us to keep that momen-
tum going,” said Ivy Wells, 
Economic and Community 
Development Director and 
Manager of the Berlin Main 
Street Program and Arts and 
Entertainment District. 

Mayor Zack Tyndall 
added, “Being accredited 
with the National Main 
Street Center is a testament 
to our commitment to pre-
serving and enhancing the 
unique character of our 
downtown. This recognition 
strengthens our sense of 
pride and provides a solid 
foundation for continued 
growth and success.”

Berlin’s community work recognized
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NEW ART COUNCIL OFFICERS  
The Worcester County Arts Council has announced its FY 2026 slate of officers, presented during the annual Arts 
Celebration held on June 11. The newly announced officers are President Tamara Mills, Vice President Kate Cashman, 
Treasurer Alex Sousa and Secretary Barbara Johnson. Pictured, from left, are Sharon Sorrentino, Administrative As-
sistant; Cashman; Johnson; Anna Mullis, executive director; Jen Backof, Board member; Alyssa Maloof, Board member; 
and Mills. Not pictured were Sousa and Ko Gang.

The Ocean Pines Association Board of Directors candi-
dates forum last week was noteworthy for what it did not do: 
it produced no shocking revelations, no real moments of 
truth and no compelling reason to alter the board’s member-
ship. 

Each candidate came down on the side of fiscal responsi-
bility, as if some other option existed, and pledged to im-
prove communications between the board and association 
members. 

This was no slam-bang debate, but was more of an affir-
mation that the conduct of association business and opera-
tions should continue as is and that this election is more 
about personalities than it is issues. 

Even then, because the board has been functioning rela-
tively quietly and smoothly, change for the sake of change is 
unwarranted. It is for that reason that we recommend re-
turning Stuart Lakernick, Monica Rakowski and Steve Ja-
cobs to the board for another term. 

If there’s anything on the ballot going out on July 8 that 
might give voters pause for thought, it would be the referen-
dum question asking if the association should be allowed to 
commit up to $3.4 million to help pay for a new south side 
station for the Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire Department. 

Whenever any governing authority asks voters for permis-
sion to spend money, people tend to hesitate and ask them-
selves if it’s worth it. In the case of the south station 
replacement, it’s not only worth it, it is essential to the safety 
of the community. 

The existing building is long past its expiration date in 
terms of functionality and, to some extent, structural in-
tegrity. 

This isn’t some pie-in-the-sky project born of the depart-
ment’s desire to luxe up the place, it’s a need that must be 
filled so the department can do its job properly. 

Vote “yes” on the referendum question.

Incumbents should be 
returned for new term 
Vote ‘Yes’ on ballot’s referendum question



(July 3, 2025) The Community 
Foundation of the Eastern Shore’s 
Women’s Fund recently awarded 
$65,000 to nonprofits serving Som-
erset, Wicomico and Worcester coun-
ties. These grants support programs 
which address the unmet needs of 
women and girls to create positive 
change in their lives. The Women’s 
Fund is a giving circle at the Commu-
nity Foundation which allows mem-
bers to have a team-approach to 
philanthropy and charitable network-
ing. 

The 2025 Community Foundation 
Women’s Fund grant recipients are: 

Art League of Ocean City to create 
a new community of young women 
leaders that will work together to 
brainstorm, create, provide, lead and 
execute arts programming that sup-
ports women. 

Because I Am My Sister’s Keeper 
to support initiatives for girls ages 14-
18 with educational sessions, field 
trips, and scholarships. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the 
Eastern Shore for the Overcoming 
Obstacles program, where young girls 
will engage in team building and de-

velop resilience through obstacle 
course exercises. 

Célébrez la Femme to create the 
Empowerment Expo, an expansion of 
their annual Empowerment Summit. 

Chesapeake Housing Mission to 
fund two Women's Builds and a 1 
Year to Empowerment team build. 

Girls on the Run of the Greater 
Chesapeake to provide 30 scholar-
ships to 3rd-8th grade girls to partic-
ipate in the Girls on the Run program 
at their school. 

Help and Outreach Point of Entry 
to support the women's care pro-
gram, which provides assistance, sup-
plies, and support for at risk female 
clients. 

Lead4Life Inc. to build workforce 
opportunities for formerly incarcer-
ated women in the reentry program 
through career coaching and support 
for CNA or cosmetology programs. 

Oshun’s Garden to expand the 
Sista Circle program, empowering 
Black women and addressing gender-
based violence. 

Salisbury Elite to support female 
centered programming and a self-
care themed women's empowerment 

event. 
The Child & Family Foundation (1 

Year to Empowerment) to support 
programming for the 2025-2026 
year, including activities to empower 
middle and high school girls to make 
healthy choices, lasting friendships, 
and attainable goals. 

The Salvation Army of Salisbury to 
expand the Girl Guards and Sun-
beams programs, which provide men-
torship, character development, and 
life skills training for girls ages 6-18. 

Village of Hope to support trans-
portation needs of transitional hous-

ing residents to ensure access to em-
ployment, medical care, childcare, 
and educational opportunities. 

Worcester County Economic De-
velopment to aid the creation and de-
livery of a dynamic workshop and 
seminar aimed at empowering 
women in business throughout 
Worcester County and the surround-
ing areas. 

Worcester County GOLD to sup-
port GOLD's VAULT (Vast Amounts 
of Useful Little Things) and Dignity 
Boxes with items specifically for 
women and girls in need.
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Nonprofit recipients of the 2025 Community Foundation Women’s Fund grants received a combined $65,000 to support the needs of women and girls in Somerset, Wicomico, and Worcester counties.

Local Women’s Fund awards $65K in grants
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“The Place That Does It All”

WE PAY CA$H!
For Like New & Used Cars & Trucks

RACETRACK AUTO SALES 

410-352-5070

LOAD RITE & ANDERSON 
TRAILERS FOR SALE

PREVIOUSLY OWNED 
VEHICLES for SALE

MD STATE 
INSPECTED

• ‘10 HONDA CRV 
• ‘15 SUBARU FORESTER

2002 MOUNTAIN UTILITY TRAILER

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 • 410-352-5070 
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

BEER • WINE 
LOTTERY 

PROPANE REFILLS

SMITH’S 
MARKET

TAG & TITLE 
SERVICE

No Wait  •  Walk-In 
No Appointment Necessary 

 Mon-Sat 8am - 4:45pm

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

HARD – 79

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles
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Obituaries
STEPHANIE JANE DIETZ 

Newark 
Stephanie Jane Dietz, 59, of 

Newark, passed away on June 21, 
2025. 

Born on October 
24, 1965, Stephanie's 
early years on a farm 
shaped a lifetime of 
love for animals and 
nature. She was 
known for her deep 
connection with her 
pony Rocket, her pig 
Wilbur, and a 

menagerie of pets and strays that 
found solace in her care. 

Stephanie's mechanical aptitude 
was evident from a young age, as she 
could fix nearly anything.stephanie 
was a baker at Layton's Dip and 
Donuts for 35 years. Her culinary tal-
ents didn't stop at her career; she was 
an exceptional cook and baker at 
home, known for her cross-stitching 
and a range of hobbies including gar-

dening, birding, camping, and fish-
ing. 

Her straightforward, resilient na-
ture was balanced by a generous 
heart. Stephanie's marriage to 
Michael Dietz was marked by deep 
companionship and love, enduring 
for 21 years until her passing. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Michael; her mother and stepfather, 
Cheryl and David Pace of Glen Arm; 
her father and stepmother, Stephen 
and Carol Neukam of Belington, 
W.Va.; her siblings, Lisa Dehorty of 
Annapolis, Christine Neukam of Mid-
dle River, Md., Lauren Thomas of St. 
Thomas, USVI, and Jonathan 
Neukam of Elkins, WV; along with 
several nieces and nephews. 

A celebration of life will be held at 
a later date. In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions may be made to Coastal Hos-
pice or the Worcester County 
Humane Society, honoring 
Stephanie's love for animals and her 
community. 

MICHAEL PYLYPCZUK 

Berlin 
Michael Pylypczuk, born Aug. 20, 

1937 in Ukraine, passed away on Sun-
day, June 22, 2025 at the age of 87 at 
a nursing home in New York.   

Michael was a graduate of Stephen 
Decatur High School in Berlin. He 
then attended Maryland Institute of 
Art and graduated from Johns Hop-
kins University before being drafted 
into the United States Army.   

After serving, he became an art 

teacher, working in 
Maryland and then 
New York. Once he 
retired from teaching, 
he focused on his art 
and studying his 
Ukrainian heritage. 
Michael had one son, 
Andrew Pylypczuk, 

who preceded him in death (2021).  
He is survived by one brother, Joe 

Pylypczuk (Berlin), two granddaugh-
ters, and nieces and nephews.

Stephanie Dietz

M. Pylypczuk

OBITUARY NOTICES 

Obituary Notices cost $50 per week for Print and Online Publications. 
E-mail: editor@baysidegazette.com 

Mail: 11934 Ocean Gateway, Suite 6, Ocean City, Md. 21842 
Fax: 410-723-6511
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July 3 - July 10
ADDRESS BR/BA STYLE PRICE AGENT/AGEN

on HarbourHerro r,, 120th St., Bayside 1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+  Condos, TToowns & SF -   Nanette Pavier/Holiday

Chester St. The Parke, Ocean Pines 2BR/2BA TToownhome $314,999 Su Mei Prreete/BHHS Pen

12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC  2BR/2BA Single Family frroom $284,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life C

00 Marina View Lane #19, Ocean City 4BR/4BA TToownhome $1,574,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

5 Macafee Court, Ocean Pines 4BR/3BA Single Family $524,900 Laurreen Bunting/Keller W

12430 Old Bridge Rd, WWeest OC  2BR/2BA Single Family frroom $284,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life C

1 Jamaica Avenue #C209, Ocean City 1BR/1BA Condo $299,900 Rosemarie Leonarrdd/Coldwell 

404 N. Chase Strreeet, Ocean Pines 4BR/2.5BA Single Family $679,888 Debbie Hileman/Hileman

11000 Coastal Hwy #1703 2BR/2BA Condo $475,000 Monica McNamara/Coldwe

00 Marina View Lane #19, Ocean City 4BR/4BA TToownhome $1,574,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

12430 Old Bridge Rd, WWeest OC  2BR/2BA Single Family frroom $284,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life C

04 127th Strreeet #326B, Ocean City 1BR/1BA Condo $239,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

00 Marina View Lane #19, Ocean City 4BR/4BA TToownhome $1,574,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

104 127th Strreeet #326B, Ocean City 1BR/1BA Condo  $239,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B
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Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. 

Saturrdday 10am-Noon 13000 Marina V

Saturrdday 10am-Noon

Saturrdday 10am-4pm    

Saturrdday 11am-1pm 12301 Jamaica A

Saturrdday 11am-1pm 1404 N. Chase Str

Sunday 10am-12:30pm Monica McNamara/Coldwell Banker Realty

Sunday 10am-Noon 13000 Marina V Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty 

Sunday 10am-3pm    Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community

Monday 10am-Noon 104 127th Str Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Wednesday 1-3 pm 13000 Marina V Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Wednesday 12:30-2:30pm     104 127th Str Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Wednesday 3-5pm 607 S. Surf Road, Ocean City 5BR/3BA Single Family $1,349,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Thursday 1:30-3:30pm 733 Bradley Road, Ocean City 5BR/6BA/2 Half BA Single Family $2,700,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Thursday 2-4pm 10300 Coastal Hwy #1802 1BA/Studio Condo $268,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

d.octodayw.www h.comtcispa
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Thurs., July 3 
CONCERTS IN THE PARK 
White Horse Park Pavilion, 235 Ocean 
Parkway, Ocean Pines, 7-9 p.m. Featur-
ing music by Breath of Fresh Air. Free 
family entertainment. Bring chairs, 
blankets, etc. Food will be available for 
purchase and BYOB is acceptable. 
Smoking area is in the rear. 410-641-
7052 

CPAP MASK FITTING 
Atlantic General Hospital’s Sleep Disor-
ders Diagnostic Center, 9733 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin. Free mask fitting clinic for 
patients who are having trouble adjust-
ing to their CPAP equipment. Appoint-
ments required: Robin Rohlfing, 
410-641-9726. 

STORY TIME: COLORFUL ANIMALS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Songs, dancing and crafts. For ages 2-5 
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

PLAY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a variety of activities and 
toys. Play and socialize with other fami-
lies. For ages 0-5 years. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

PAINT LIKE ALMA 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. 
Alma Woodsey Thomas was an African-
American artist and teacher best know 
of her abstract paintings. For ages 12-18 
years. 410-641-0650, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

OC CHESS CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Enjoy a relaxing game of chess 
every Thursday at the library. 410-524-
1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 11:30 a.m. 
Featuring ice cream with all the top-
pings. Ice cream donated by Island 
Creamery. 410-641-0650, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

‘PAINT WITH BOB ROSS’ DAY 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 2 p.m. Paint a 
“happy” outdoor scene with a Bob Ross 
impersonator. Chances to win some ob 
Ross-inspired prizes. For ages 6-18 
years. Registration required: 410-957-
0878. www.worcesterlibrary.org 

DIY FIREWORKS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 

Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Join 
in for a STEAM adventure. For tweens 
and teens. Registration required: 410-
208-4014. www.worcesterlibrary.org 

Fri., July 4 
JULY 4TH FIREWORKS - DOWNTOWN OC 
Caroline St. Stage, 2 N. Atlantic Ave., 
Ocean City. 8 p.m. Music by DJ Kutt 
from 8-9:30 p.m. followed by a spectac-
ular fireworks display. Bring a beach 
chair or blanket and arrive early. 
https://www.ococean.com/event/july-
4th-fireworks/2301/ 

JULY 4TH FIREWORKS - UPTOWN OC 
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean 
City, 8 p.m. Music by Radio Ocean City’s 
BK and Chrissy from 8-9:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by a fireworks display. Bring a 
beach chair or blanket and arrive early. 
https://www.ococean.com/event/july-
4th-fireworks/2301/ 

4TH OF JULY CARNIVAL & FIREWORKS 
Veterans Memorial Park, 11144 Cathell 
Road, Ocean Pines, 4 p.m. Carnival 
games, music, food & fun. Carnival ad-
mission fee: $20/wristband. Fireworks 
begin at 9:15 p.m. Parking available in 
green lot next to Taylor Bank and the OP 
Library. Handicapped parking onsite. 

JULY 4TH FREEDOM 5K 
Veterans Memorial Park, Race Track 
Road, Ocean Pines, 8 a.m. Day of regis-
tration begins at 7 a.m. Cost is $30 for 
advance registration and $35 for day of. 
T-shirts included. Wear your best patri-
otic outfit. Pre-register: events.elite-
feats.com/25oceanpines. 410-641-7052 

43RD ANNUAL OCMC CANYON KICK-OFF 
O.C. Fisherman’s Marina, 12806 Sunset 
Ave., Ocean City, 5-7:30 p.m. Weigh-ins 
held from 5-7:30 p.m. https://ocmarlin-
club.com 

SIPPIN’ WITH SLOTHS 
Coastal Wilds, 34215 Peppers Corner 
Road, Frankford, 6-8 p.m. Music TBD. 
Cost is $40 and includes sloth en-
counter, self-guided tour, and one com-
plementary glass of wine. Tickets: 
https://book.singenuity.com/469/activ-
ity/details/2284/rates. 302-829-1548 

Sat., July 5 
43RD ANNUAL OCMC CANYON KICK-OFF 
O.C. Fisherman’s Marina, 12806 Sunset 
Ave., Ocean City, 5-7:30 p.m. Weigh-ins 
held from 5-7:30 p.m. https://ocmarlin-
club.com 

FLEA MARKET AND BAKE SALE 
Bethany United Methodist Church, 
8648 Stephen Decatur Highway, Berlin, 
8-11 a.m. The event is held outside. Ven-

dors, to reserve space, contact 443-641-
2186 or bethany21811@gmail.com. 

SATURDAY WRITERS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10 a.m. 
Novice and established writers share 
their fiction, non-fiction, poetry and cre-
ative writing projects. Structure includes 
critiques, appreciation, market leads 
and writing exercises. Drop-ins wel-
come. 410-641-0650 

RED, WHITE AND ROO 
Coastal Wilds, 34215 Peppers Corner 
Road, Frankford, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Kanga-
roo Walkabout, self-guided tour, special 
animal ambassadors, live music, out-
door yard games, kids crafts & more. 
Cost is $25. Tickets: https://book.singe-
nuity.com/469/activity/details/2292/ra
tes. 302-829-1549 

OCEAN PINES FARMERS & ARTISANS 
MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 
Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Shop 
for everything from fresh local produce 
to unique handmade artisan goods. Also 
featuring family-friendly activities, 
music and unique shopping experiences. 
Open to the public, year round. 410-641-
7052, 
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages
/farmers-artisans-market 

Sun., July 6 
43RD ANNUAL OCMC CANYON KICK-OFF 
O.C. Fisherman’s Marina, 12806 Sunset 
Ave., Ocean City, 5-7:30 p.m. Weigh-ins 
held from 5-7:30 p.m. https://ocmarlin-
club.com 

SUNDAES IN THE PARK WITH FIREWORKS 
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean 
City, 7-9 p.m. Featuring “Radio Tokyo” 
(Hip hop/R&B/pop with some rock and 
a touch of country). Kids enjoy free ac-
tivities and entertainment. Ice cream 
and beverages available for purchase. 
Concluding with fireworks. 

BERLIN FARMERS MARKET 
Sundays - Pitts Street, Commerce Street 
and Main Street, Berlin, May through 
October, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine. 
Producers only market featuring more 
than 50 farmers, food cultivators, bak-
ers, distillers, seafood, meat and more. 
Also featuring a petting farm (9-11 a.m.), 
free kids art station and live music. The-
BerlinFarmersMarket.com 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10 
a.m. www.jw.org 

SEWING FOR A CAUSE 
Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian 

Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30 
a.m. to noon. Learn how to sew while 
making a difference. 410-641-0234 

Mon., July 7 
OC BEACH DANCE PARTY WITH  
FIREWORKS 
Caroline St. Stage, 2 N. Atlantic Ave., 
Ocean City, 7:30-9:30 p.m. Ocean 98.1 
WOCM Presents. Fireworks show starts 
at 9 p.m. 
https://www.ococean.com/things-to-
do/free-family-fun/oc-beach-dance-
party/ 

STORY TIME: COWS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For ages 
0-5 years. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

MOVIES AND MUNCHIES 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Are 
you ready for an adventure? Munchies 
included. 410-208-4014, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

ESL CONVERSATION CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m. 
Join other non-native English speakers 
for casual conversational practice and a 
short lesson prepared by an ESL instruc-
tor. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
John H. “Jack” Burbage, Jr. Regional 
Cancer Care Center, 9707 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin, 3-4 p.m. Offering a safe 
place for families, partners & other care-
givers who share the same challenges 
and rewards of providing care for adults 
who have any type of serious illness. 
Nicole.Fry@TidalHealth.org, 410-641-
2626 

WARHAMMER 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4 p.m. Use the 
library’s armies or bring your own. Tuto-
rials and demos will be available, so 
novice and veteran players alike are wel-
come. For ages 12-18 years. 410-641-
0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FIBER CRAFT MEET-UP 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 4 p.m. 
Bring your work in progress for commu-
nity and shared knowledge. Held in the 
meeting room or in the garden, weather 
permitting. 410-632-3495, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

T.O.P.S. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169 
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference 
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 

Calendar Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com 
by 5 p.m. Monday.  All community-related activities will be 
published at no charge.
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5-6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is 
a weekly support and educational group 
promoting weight loss and living a 
healthy lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-
641-0157 

BRIDGE 
Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center, 
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30 
p.m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 
p.m. All ladies who love to sing invited. 
Mary, 410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-
7062. 

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
Mondays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100 

Tues., July 8 
STORY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. A 
story time geared for ages 0-5 years fea-
turing seasonal themes designed to sup-
port early literacy skills with stories, 
songs and fingerplays. 410-641-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

STORY TIME @ THE DELMARVA DISCOVERY 
MUSEUM 
Delmarva Discovery Museum, 2 Market 
St., Pocomoke City, 10:30 a.m. Stories, 
songs and crafts that feature one of the 
museum’s special animals. For ages 0-5 
years. 410-957-0878, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

BRIGHT STAR THEATRE: PETER PAN 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Meet Lenny and Mabel as they hi-
lariously work to bring this literary clas-
sic to life in a hysterical play within a 
play. For families. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

OC KNITTING GROUP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet? 
Bring whatever project you happen to be 
working on. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

BRIGHT STAR THEATRE: STORYBOOK 
TALES 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Meet 
Lenny and Mabel as they bring their 
traveling show featuring Gepetto and his 
little wooden boy Pinocchio. Then en-
counter great capers with Robin Hood. 
410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT GROUP 
Atlantic General Neurology at the At-
lantic Health Center, 9714 Healthway 

Drive, Berlin, 3:15-4 p.m. Providing dis-
cussions and mutual support, along with 
education on exercise, nutrition, coping 
techniques, medications and develop-
ments in treatment. Kay Kinnikin, 
Kay,Kinnikin@TidalHealth.org, 410-
641-4765 

SEAFOOD NIGHT WITH THE KNIGHTS 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 9901 Coastal 
Highway, Ocean City, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Held Tuesdays in the Columbus Hall be-
hind St. Luke’s Church. Pre-order crabs 
Monday or Tuesday morning of that 
week: 410-524-7994. Non-seafood op-
tions will be available. 

SONG CELEBRATION 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 6 p.m. Bring a 
song you would like to share with other 
players and writers in a welcoming and 
encouraging space. Original composi-
tions encouraged. Listeners welcome. 
410-641-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BOOK CLUB @ TIDES & VINE:  
‘THE ONLY WOMAN IN THE ROOM’ BY 
MARIE BENEDICT 
Tides & Vine, 106 W. Green St., Snow 
Hill, 6 p.m. An evening of books and 
wine. Stop by the Snow Hill Library to 
pick up your book anytime, then meet 
for a great discussion at Tides & Wine. 
410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

CROSS FARMS POP-UP FARMERS  
MARKET 
Tuesdays - Flower Street Field across 
from Henry Park, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Ac-
cepting Maryland Department of Agri-
culture FMNP (WIC & Seniors) Checks 
and Maryland WIC Fruit & Vegetable 
Checks. Also offering a "Produce Bucks" 
program, which doubles purchases for 
eligible residents. https://www.face-
book.com/theberlinfarmersmarket. 

BEACH HEROES-OC 
Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up 
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round. 
Trash bags, grippers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach 
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7 
p.m. www.jw.org 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health 
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive, 
Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly 
support and education group promoting 
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-
289-4725 

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE 
Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and 
others interested in watching or learning 
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info: 

TangobytheBeach.com. 

OC KNITTING CLUB 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m. 

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS 
Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th 
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with 
optional light weights. 
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com 

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS 
GROUP 
Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
11021 Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m. 
Use the weight loss program/app/plan 
of your choice. Free and open to every-
one. 410-641-4882, 
www.htcanglican.org/activities. 

Wed., July 9 
MOVIES ON THE BEACH 
Carousel Oceanfront Hotel & Condos, 
11700 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 
8:30 p.m. Featuring “Peter Pan.” Free, 
family-friendly event. Bring blankets, 
chairs, snack, drinks and warm clothing. 
Weather permitting. 
www.ococean.com/things-to-do/free-
family-fun/ 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. 
Songs, stories and giggles. For ages 0-2 
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

BRIGHT STAR THEATRE: PETER PAN 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Meet Lenny and Mabel as they hi-
lariously work to bring this literacy clas-
sic to life in a hysterical play within a 
play. For families. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

MERRY MAKERS: UPCYCLED SUMMER 
WREATH 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m. The 
group will use both found and new ma-
terials to create a cheery indoor wreath. 
Registration required: 410-208-4014. 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

TABLETOP ROLE PLAYING GAME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5 p.m. 
Come play a selected role-playing game 
for teens. Registration required: 410-
632-3495. www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BOOK CLUB AT 50PLUS CENTER:  
‘WHAT THE EYES DON’T SEE’ BY MONA 
HANNA-ATTISHA 
Snow Hill 50plus Center, 4767 Snow 
Hill Road, 11 a.m. Stop by the Snow Hill 
Library or the 50plus Center to pick up 
your book, then meet for a great discus-
sion. 410-632-3495, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

BARIATRIC SUPPORT GROUP 
Meets the first and second Wednesday 
of each month. For non-surgical pa-
tients. Atlantic General Bariatric Center, 
410-641-9568 

STROKE SUPPORT GROUP 
Atlantic General Neurology at the At-
lantic Health Center, 9714 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin, 3:15-4 p.m. For stroke sur-
vivors, family and friends. 410-641-
4765, 
Betty.Darby-Glime@TidalHealth.org 

NAILED IT! MELTING ICE CREAM  
CUPCAKES 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 3:30 p.m. 
Time to test your decorating skills. For 
ages 6 years and older. Call to register: 
410-208-4014. 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FAMILY FUN NIGHTS 
Wednesdays (through Aug. 20) - 
Ocean Pines Yacht Club Pool, 1 Mum-
ford's Landing Road, 6-8 p.m. DJ, 
games and prizes. Food available for 
purchase. Admission is $3 for OP swim 
members, $5 for OP residents, $7 for 
non-residents and free for non-swim-
mers. Cash only. 410-641-7052, ocean-
pines.org 

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING 
Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. 
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Last Wednes-
day of the month meetings are offsite 
and information can be found on the 
website and Facebook. www.kiwaniso-
fopoc.org. 

ONGOING EVENTS 
FREE SUMMER PROGRAMS AT THE OC 
LIFE-SAVING STATION MUSEUM 
Summer programs take place at the OC 
Life-Saving Station Museum, 813 S. At-
lantic Ave., from 10-10:30 a.m., Monday 
through Saturday, July 7-Aug. 29.  
Monday - History of Our Surfmen 
Tuesday - Beach Safety 
Wednesday - Knot Tying 
Thursday - All About Sharks 
Friday - Land, Sky & Sea 
Saturday - Aquarium Feeding 
For more info: 410-289-4991, 
emma@ocmuseum.org 

CREATIVE KIDS CORNER: COLOR BY  
NUMBER 
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, July 1-31. Grab an art kit to create 
at the library or take it with you. Most 
supplies are included. For children ages 
0-11 years. 410-524-1818 

CLAY-A-PALOOZA 
Celebrate the art of clay, June 4 through 
July 6, at the Art League of Ocean City 
during Clay-a-palooza, a vibrant series 
of events showcasing pottery and ce-
ramic arts. 
www.artleagueofoceancity.org 

Calendar



SPEEDWORLD 
Small Engine Mechanic. 

Year-round.  
Wage starts at $15/hr & up 

based on experience.  
Benefits available. 
443-754-1047 

 

WOC BOAT YARD 
Person needed for 
Mechanical Work 

and 
Yard Work 

at WOC boat yard. 
Excellent pay. 

Call 410-213-1383 

AMERICAN LEGION 
Assistant Manager,  

PM Shift 
2 Line Cooks,  

experience required.  
Part-time. 

Apply at Post,  
2308 Philadelphia Avenue 
or call for information at 

410-289-3166 

MAINTENANCE 
FULL-TIME, YEAR-ROUND 

Competitive Salary,  
Health Insurance, 401K,  

Paid Vacation. 
Apply in person or call. 

Pyramid Condo 
9500 Coastal Hwy., OC 

410-524-4479 
 

CLEANERS WANTED 
Vacation rental cleaners 
needed for OC and The 

Pines. Exp. preferred, but 
not required. OC PURIFIERS. 
Call or text 443-397-1189 

or email  
Karen@ocpurifiers.com 

 

RENTALS 

WOC YR HOUSE 
3BR, 3BA, W/D 

Unfurnished 
$3,000 per mo. 
410-430-9185 

 

WATERFRONT BAYSIDE 
Newly remodeled 2BR, 2BA 

Condo in North OC. Full 
kitchen, LR, DR, W/D,  

balcony for sunsets. Perfect 
for crabbing, fishing, kayak-
ing. 10 min. walk to beach. 
Weekly summer rentals & 

long term seasonal  
Nov.-May.  

Contact Julie,  
443-223-4623 

 

Seeking YR & Seasonal 
Rentals!  

Call Howard Martin Realty 
410-352-5555. 

SUMMER BAYSIDE CONDO 
near Jolly Rogers. 

2BR, 2BA, W/D, A/C, Wi-Fi, 
fully furnished. Sleeps 4-6.  
2 units available. May-Sept. 

Call Mike at  
410-603-6120.  

www.mbjcproperties.com 

 

COMMERCIAL 

Commercial Space  
for Lease.  

2-3 Units available, can be  
divided or joined. Approx. 

800-1000 sq. ft. ea.  
Busy major road in  

Town of Berlin.  
Call 443-880-8885 

 

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Classifieds 
410-723-6397

Classifieds 
410-723-6397

It’s not too late to advertise 

your summer rentals. 

GET IT RENTED 
HERE! 

410-723-6397 

www.octodaydispatch.com 

www.baysideoc.com

HELP WANTED RENTALS RENTALS

Call 410-723-6397 or email  
classifieds@octodaydispatch.com 

by Monday, 5 p.m.

M A R K E T P L A C E

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch & 
Bayside Gazette each week & online at  
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com
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COMMERCIAL

O r d e r  Y O u r  C l a s s i f i e d s  O n l i n e !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends

OC Today-Dispatch

www.octodaydispatch.com

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $20/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

 

 
Currently Hiring Manpower For: 

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters 
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics 

Concrete Work  
o Experience preferred. 
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license   
   are a plus. 
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits  
   package available.   

Please Apply Online:  
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers   

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

YEARLY RENTALS 
WEST OCEAN CITY 

  
PETS WELCOME 

  
2 Bedroom / 1 Bath 

Laundry on premises. 
 

877-289-1616 
www.bbapartmentsoc.com

RENTALS

YEARLY RENTAL 
Robin Drive 

Available Immediately  
2BR, 1BA, Furnished. 
Ideal 2 mature adults 

w/strong work history. 
$2,000/mo.  

Background required. 
Call/text 703-819-7400

CARPENTERS &  
CARPENTERS HELPERS 

Must have 
Tools, Transportation, Drivers License 

Experience preferred, but will train. 
PATTERSON & SONS  

BUILDERS 
rhp510@aol.com 

410-641-9530 

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals  

We Welcome Pets 
7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700 

www.holidayoc.com

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

SERVICES

Now Hiring For: 
EXPERIENCED 
KITCHEN HELP 

Stop in to fill out an application! 
Downtown Berlin 

119 N.  Main Street

NOW HIRING!  
- SERVER 

(Daytime 11am-5pm) 
(Mon.-Thurs.)  

Apply within 56th St. 
or 

Call Pam 410-726-7061
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Industrial Space 
Yard and Storage Shed.  

Approx. 10x25+/-  
Route 90/Bishopville.  
Call 443-497-4200. 

2 Office/Retail Spaces  
available in West Ocean  

City. Approximately        
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.   

Call 443-497-4200 

 
SERVICES 

LARRY’S HANDYMAN 
SERVICE  

No job too small. Entrance 
doors, interior doors, storm 

doors, shower doors, drywall 
repairs and paint, laminate 

floors, interior paint.  
Over 40 years of carpentry 

experience. Please call 
Larry, 410-251-9066 

 

Do you have an old bicycle 
not being used? It could 
mean a world of difference to 
a hard-working international 
student. We are looking to 
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at 
443-975-3065. 

COMMERCIAL DONATIONS MISC./OTHER

SERVICES

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK
Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-977-5719 

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net!  Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On- 
Demand Movies, Plus Limited 
Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-407-
6870 

FOR SALE 
Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-993-0969 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move. 

VEHICLES WANTED 
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/ 
RV - Lutheran Mission Society 
of MD Compassion Place 
ministries help local families 
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA li-
censed #W1044.  

410-228-8437  
www.CompassionPlace.org 

REAL ESTATE 
We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-866-541-7929 

SERVICES 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228  

www.dental50plus.com/ 
MDDC #6258 

He wants me to know, 

The map, topographical. 

The choices are mine!

Run your business 
 card in our  

SERVICE DIRECTORY 
CALL 410-723-6397 

for pricing!
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BaysideOC.com

Call Today 302-259-1469 
www.AbsoluteFirstResponse.com 

• Carpet 
• Tile & Grout 
• Upholstery 
• General Cleaning 
• Beach Vacation Rental Cleanings 
• Residential & Commercial 
  Cleanings

Licensed and Insured

CARPET CARE & EXT. CLEAN, LLC

CLEANING SERVICES

THE 
HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs 
“WE DO IT ALL”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • MHIC 17433 
“A Family Tradition Since 1935” 
410-893-9707

••  RRooooffiinngg  RReeppaaiirrss  
••  RRooooff  CClleeaanniinngg  

••  GGuutttteerr  CClleeaanniinngg  &&  PPoowweerrwwaasshhiinngg  ••  
••  DDeecckk  RReeppaaiirrss  ••

••  RRaaiinn  GGuutttteerrss  
••  GGuutttteerr  GGuuaarrddss  

••  SSccrreeeenniinngg  
••  PPaaiinnttiinngg  

••  SSttaaiinniinngg  
••  CCaauullkkiinngg

PARRISH

Phil Parrish Pat Parrish

HANDYMAN SERVICES
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H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans
Administration 

Approved Contractor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTORY
cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Let’s schedule your Spring & Summer Projects!

We accept MC/Visa 
(410) 641-3762

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The Area’s #1 Moving Company
BUDGET MOVERS

40+Years in Business                                                  Licensed & Insured

LOCAL • ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial

Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move 
Single Item or Certain Items or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers

MOVING SERVICES MVA LICENSED

Ceramic • Marble • Glass • Installations 
Specializing in Showers and Bath Renovations

John 
443-497-1351

Free Estimates / Insured 
C.S.G.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

mental health

Island Care Mental Health  
Mary Deborah Wilson 

PMHNP  
Avoid the Delays 

Medication & Therapy 
MD DE Lic.     410-641-5190

MENTAL HEALTH

D E N TA LDENTAL

LANDSCAPING

Lawncare, Landscaping & Hardscapes 
• Winter Cleanup 
• Spring Ready 
• Mulch 
• Planting 
• Stone Driveways 
• Patio & Walkway  
• Custom Landscape 

FREE ESTIMATES 
410-430-7543MHIC #12398     MDA #30202

Sh
orescapes

LANDSCAPING

Complete Home Improvement Contractor

• Licensed and  
   Fully Insured  
• Free Estimates  
• Locally Owned 
• Cleaning Specials  
• Roofing  
• Maintenance

* NOW OFFERING * 
DISPOSAL ROLLOFF SERVICE 
Quick Reliable  Service 7 Days A Week 
Clean Up Crews Available • 15 & 20 Yard 410.713.8599 

MHIC#95214

HOME IMPROVEMENTFINANCIAL SERVICES

Dr. Paul Morrison  
Executive Business Financial Advisor 
Direct Line: 1-301-331-6487   
pkmfinancialservices.com 

Specializing in Merchant Cash Advance 
Refinancing & Startups

FINANCIAL SERVICES

PAINTING



July 3, 2025 Bayside Gazette Page 35

DIRECTORY

ROOFING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement  
Specialist Since 1989

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946 
9240 Peerless Rd. • Bishopville, MD 

mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com •  www.shoresidingmd.com

ROOFING & SIDING

ROOFING • SIDING • DURADEK • WINDOWS • GUTTERS

*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

ROOFINGPRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services 

PRINTING & DESIGN

410-430-3490 • LMSPlumbingandgas.com

Plumbing  
and Gas, LLC 

MD 62495 • DE 13060 •  Insured

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

We do it all from   
ground work to  
rough in to final 
trim & fixtures.

We Install:  
Faucets/Sinks • Showers/Tubs/Toilets 

Water Heaters • Water/Sewer Lines   
Winterization Packages • Repairs

PLUMBING

YOUR BUSINESS

Your  
Business 

Card Here! 
Call 410-723-6397

Nick French • 443-783-8255 
Nfrenchti@gmail.com

PIANO TUNINGPIANO TUNING

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PAINTING
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