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food pantry and administrative offices.

House of Hope breaks ground

Diakonia finally rewarded for working
years to help give hope, help to others

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Aug. 22, 2025) A project years in the making
along Route 611 broke ground officially last week.

On land donated by local businessman Jack
Burbage will soon be the highly anticipated “House
of Hope” supportive living campus.

The project, according to Diakonia, marks a major
step forward in its mission to provide stable housing
and essential services for individuals and families in
need across Maryland’s Eastern Shore.

The Aug. 13 ceremony was attended by local com-

munity members, volunteers, and elected officials, in-
cluding Sen. Mary Beth Carozza, Del. Wayne Hart-
man, and Maryland Secretary of Department of
Housing and Community Development (DHCD) Jake
Day.

When complete, the House of Hope campus will
feature 42 units of transitional housing, an expanded
thrift store, administrative offices, and a larger food
pantry with increased donation and distribution ca-
pacity.

“This is not just a new building — we are building
a bridge to stability, compassion, and hope for our
neighbors in need,” said Brian Roberts, chair of the
Diakonia Board.

See DIAKONIA Page 6
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Diakonia supporters, staff and volunteers celebrate the groundbreaking of the new House of Hope supportive living campus, which will feature transitional housing, an expanded thrift store, a larger

OPA directors
select Latham

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer
(Aug. 21, 2025) The Ocean Pines As-
sociation’s Board of Directors officer
lineup has undergone a shakeup, with
Director John Latham taking over as
president, succeeding Stuart Lakernick,
who held the position for the last year.
Lakernick nominated Latham, who
won unanimous board support. Direc-
tor Steve Jacobs then moved to appoint
See OPA Page 10
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Commerce director, officials
learn about Berlin on tour

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Aug. 21, 2025) Maryland Com-
merce Secretary Harry Coker visited
Berlin last week as part of his effort to
tour every county in Maryland, learn-
ing about each area’s economic chal-
lenges and opportunities, and
identifying ways in which the state gov-
ernment can assist.

The secretary, joined by members of
his office, was paraded around down-
town Berlin by the municipality’s eco-
nomic and community development
director, Ivy Wells. Wells took Coker to
town staples, such as the Worcester
County Arts Council, the iconic mural
of the Berlin-born minister and gospel
composer Charles Tindley, the olive oil
and vinegar store Una Bella Salute, and
Jeffrey Auxer’s glass-blowing studio.

These stops were made to feature
the people who make Berlin the thriv-
ing town it is today, furthering the sec-
retary’s objective to learn more about
the communities that comprise Mary-
land, and witness firsthand the suc-
cesses and challenges faced by their
local economies.

“We are taking tours of every county
of the state because we want every
county and every resident to know that
they all count and they are all needed
by the State of Maryland,” Coker said.
“It’s a way of showing our partnership.
And then we ask those counties, citi-
zens, and residents: How can the
Maryland Department of Commerce
be an even stronger partner? We want
feedback. We want to know what we
can do to advance economic develop-
ment for those individuals.”

The tour highlighted the unique
charm and character of Berlin’s Arts
and Entertainment District, a designa-
tion given to towns throughout Mary-
land that promote cultural and artistic
centers. Coker aims to identify the dis-
tinct characteristics of each of the
state’s municipalities and how they
could benefit from specific strategies.
The arts districts promote tourism, a
central part of Berlin, and the Eastern
Shore's economy.

As such, last week’s walkthrough
was also attended by Steven Skerritt-
Davis, executive director of the Mary-
land State Arts Council. The arts
personnel spoke to the economic ben-
efits of an arts and entertainment sta-
tus.

The goal of the entertainment pro-
gram is to attract business, create a
sense of community, and foster
artistry. Tax incentives are provided to
towns or counties with the designation,
Skerritt-Davis said.

A local property tax credit, for in-
stance, is offered to stimulate business
development.

“There is a local property tax credit
that encourages property developers
and property owners to renovate for
arts uses, to make a space that would
be good for an arts organization or to
build artist live-work spaces,” the exec-
utive director said. “It’s a very narrow
tax credit, but it is very specific and tar-
geted in trying to encourage develop-
ment that will attract art and arts
businesses.”

An income tax credit is also avail-
able for arts and entertainment ex-
penses. This benefit allows artists
making and selling work in any of the
districts across the state to forgo in-
come tax on art sold in the designated
artistic areas. Furthermore, the admis-
sions and amusement tax abatement
applies to businesses that are eligible
for that abatement, encouraging arts
activity within the districts.

These advantages have had stellar
effects on the Town of Berlin, said
Skerritt-Davis.

As part of the commerce secretary’s
mission to advance Maryland’s econ-
omy, he looks to determine the unique-
ness of each jurisdiction. On the
Eastern Shore, financial stability is pri-
marily driven by tourism, and in
Berlin, this visitation is further encour-
aged by the city's arts and entertain-
ment scene.

“One way is that a major industry on
the Eastern Shore is tourism and hos-
pitality,” Coker said. “You go further in

See TOUR Page 4
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Tour marks Coker’s first visit

Continued from Page 3

Maryland, there are different industry
actors from technology to life sciences
to aerospace and defense. But the East-
ern Shore, tourism, hospitality serv-
ices, agriculture, and aquaculture, all
important, but different here on the
Eastern Shore.”

To capitalize on tourism, marketing
plays a significant role, Coker noted.
Investing in the promotion of Mary-
land towns is one way to ensure that
money flows to jurisdictions. For the
Eastern Shore, these strategies are pri-
oritized.

“We need to ensure that folks un-
derstand, to grow an economy, we have
to invest in the economy, and market-
ing is one of those ways to invest and
grow the economy,” the commerce sec-
retary said.

For Berlin, getting the word out to
people who are unaware of its charm is
one way the Maryland Department of
Commerce plans to support the munic-
ipality. Coker noted that he himself
was unaware of much of the town’s his-
tory and offerings, and intends to share
its success with fellow Marylanders.

“[Berlin] is a lovely and informative
arts district,” he said. “I was not famil-
iar with most of what I saw in my less
than one hour in Berlin. I think spread-
ing the good word to people who might
not otherwise visit here is what we
need to do. Again, I've seen it first-

hand.”

Coker added that during an earlier
visit, declining to share the name of the
jurisdiction, he was informed about
Berlin’s economic success.

“I was told about Berlin as being a
model for an Arts and Entertainment
District,” he said. “It was another com-
munity. They said, ‘We want to be like
Berlin.’ They have seen the turn-
around, if you will.”

Furthermore, Coker said that while
many of Berlin’s achievements are
monetary, the town is rich in local ap-
preciation.

“Local pride is another thing about
arts that people don’t articulate,” he
said. “Art enhances our quality of life.
Too often, we overlook traditional in-
dustries like manufacturing, which are
important, and forget about the impact
that the arts have on our souls, on our
quality of life. That’s important to mes-
sage that. Too often, return on invest-
ment is viewed quantitatively in terms
of profit and loss, dollars. When it
comes to art, it generates revenues for
sure, but it also impacts us internally.”

Coker noted that he “will be back” in
Berlin. During his tour of downtown,
the commerce secretary was particu-
larly moved by the Tindley mural, a
commemoration of local African
American history, as well as his visit to
the store Una Bella Salute.

“I am looking at a picture that I took

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Maryland Commerce Secretary Harry Coker, pictured with state and local officials below the Tindley
mural, visited Berlin during last week’s Maryland Association of Counties convention.

in [Una Bella Salute], and it is going to
stay with me,” Coker said. “It is right
above the cash register and says: 'Al-
ways pray to have eyes that see the best

in people, a heart that forgives the
worst, a mind that forgets the bad, and
a soul that never loses faith in God.’
That is going to stay with me.”
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Diakonia breaks ground on Rt. 611 prolect

Continued from Page 1

“The House of Hope is a tangible ex-
pression of our decades-long commit-
ment to serving the most vulnerable
among us and creating pathways to in-
dependence.”

The ceremonial groundbreaking fol-
lowed remarks from Amanda Shick,
capital project manager, Roberts, and
other distinguished guests, underscor-
ing the community-wide effort and
shared vision driving the project for-
ward.

According to a press release, “The
House of Hope is part of Diakonia’s on-
going commitment to meet the region’s
growing need for supportive housing,
consolidate vital services in one loca-
tion, and expand its ability to assist in-
dividuals and families on their path to
stability and independence.”

Diakonia currently operates out of

its current facility on Old Bridge Road
where emergency housing, a food
pantry and office space exists. The
needs have recently grown beyond the
nonprofit’s current infrastructure.
Back in January 2024, it was unclear
whether the new project at 9601
Stephen Decatur Highway (Route 611
south of the Decatur Diner) would ever
come to fruition due to the Worcester
County Commissioners in a 4-3 voting
against an agreement with Ocean City
that would have given Diakonia access
to the West Ocean City sewer system
rather than the Mystic Harbor sewer
system. Commissioners Eric Fiori, Chip
Bertino, Jim Bunting and Caryn Abbott
voted against it while Ted Elder, Joe
Mitrecic and Diana Purnell voted for it.
Chair of Diakonia’s Board of Direc-
tors at the time, Reid Tingle, was can-
did in describing his agitation with the
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“The House of Hope is a tangle expression of our decades-long commitment to serving the most

vulnerable among us ...

commissioners for not letting the 32
equivalent dwelling units (EDUs) be
granted as part of the deal with the
Town of Ocean City.

“It is unfortunate that the ‘Gang of
Four’ decided to play politics with peo-
ple’s lives and wellbeing instead of
doing what is in the best interest of the
citizens and communities they were
elected to represent. ... We are cur-
rently looking into and pursuing op-
tions at the state and federal level that
would allow us to move forward with-
out the support of the Gang of Four,”
he said. “If there are no options on the

;’ said Diakonia Board President Brian Roberts.

state or federal level, barring a white
knight coming forward and offering
some sewer capacity, the project can-
not move forward at this time.”

Two months later, Diakonia scaled
back its request, seeking four EDUs
from the Mystic Harbor plan to allow
part of the project to move ahead. The
commissioners unanimously approved
that request.

Some state funding has been ob-
tained for the project including a grant
from the DHCD. Fundraising is contin-
uing and information about the effort
can be found at diakoniaoc.org.
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Planning underway for new
Pocomoke community center

Bayside Gazette

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Aug. 21, 2025) Pocomoke City is be-
ginning to make plans for a new com-
munity center and will soon begin
soliciting design bids from architects and
engineers.

“We need to create a space to serve as
a hub for all residents — youth, seniors
and families,” Pocomoke City Mayor
Todd Nock said in an interview. “We
want a safe space for recreation, educa-
tion, and community connection. This is
really about bringing the citizens of
Pocomoke together and strengthening
the fabric that makes us Pocomoke City.”

The proposed location for the new
community center is along Clarke Av-
enue between Willow Street and Maple
Street, on a vacant lot behind the just-
razed Pocomoke Armory. Nock said the
city also owns a building near there that
had previously been used as a public
works office and for storage.

According to the town’s request for
proposals, such a facility could include
multipurpose spaces, offices, meeting
rooms, restrooms, storage areas, and
other amenities based on community
needs. Nock in particular said he’d like to
see classrooms, an open gym, a recreation
area, and maybe even a swimming pool.

The mayor also is planning to honor

a beloved community member by nam-
ing the community center after them:
the late Will Stevenson, who died in 2021
at age 90. Nock said he was a major sup-
porter of Pocomoke City and deserves
the honor, though he'll have to get mem-
bers of the Town Council to agree.

“He donated and gave and sacri-
ficed,” Nock said, “and we would be re-
miss to not name this community center
after him.”

For now, it’s too soon for any definite
timeline or cost for the project. But Nock
did say the city has $35,000 pledged
from community members to put to-
ward the project. They’re also going to
seek financial assistance at the state and
local level, in addition to the town’s own
contributions.

Nock said Pocomoke is looking for an
architect with relevant experience and
qualifications that’s completed this kind
of a job before. The town is hosting a
mandatory pre-bid meeting for the proj-
ect at City Hall on Sept. 4 at 10 am., to
review the project, its scope, and appli-
cable federal grant requirements.

“We want to see the beauty of our
town incorporated in this building, just
as when they built Pocomoke High
School. We want to see the same thing
because this is going to serve our com-
munity long after we’re gone,” Nock said.
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Water, sewer extension considered along 589

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(August 21, 2025) To aid in future
development along the Route 589 cor-
ridor, Worcester County is considering
— but not promising — an extension of
water and sewer lines.

Public Works Director Dallas Baker
on Aug. 5 told the county commission-
ers that his department commissioned
a study to evaluate new sewerage serv-
ice on Route 589 (Racetrack Road)
south of Pennington Commons but
north of Route 50. The Salisbury-
based engineering firm George, Miles
& Buhr conducted the study.

While the county has no plans for
water and sewer service in the area for
now, developers have been asking,
Baker said.

“The question they ask us is: what
do we have to put there? What size
pipes? Where do the force mains have
to go? What are the lift station require-
ments?” he said. “Our goal with this
study is to answer that questions, pro-
vide a framework, so when these de-
velopers come in, they're aware of
what the county’s needs are.”

The engineering study divided the
Route 589 corridor into two sub-sec-
tions, with Turville Creek being the di-
viding line, according to an internal
county memo.

The first zone, above Turville Creek,
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is bound by Gum Point Road to the
south and Nottingham Lane to the
north. It could have 536 EDUs for an
average daily flow of 134,000 gallons
per day.

The second zone, below the creek,
would extend along the west side of
Racetrack Road and butt against Route
50. A portion also extends to the east
side of Racetrack Road, at the cross-
roads of Route 50 and Grays Corner
Road. It would have 363 total EDUs for
a flow of 90,750 gallons per day.

Each zone would have its own re-
gional sewage lift station, served by a
combination of sewer force mains,
gravity sewer mains, and water mains.
Sewage collected would be pumped to
the existing Ocean Pines treatment
plant.

Baker told the commissioners that
the fewer pump stations built, the less
costly it would be to maintain the sys-
tem, because each comes with pumps
that eventually need replacement and
generators that need servicing.

One successful model to emulate is
a regional water main in West Ocean
City, where project developers know
what size water pipes they need to con-
nect with to meet firefighting flow de-
mands, he said.

“That’s been very successful in mak-
ing sure everybody’s informed up
front,” Baker said, “and we want to try

s

o HABLL

to use that same model here. We're
asking for commissioners’ endorse-
ment of the proposed plan, and we will
share that with folks as they look to
come in and develop.”

Baker also stressed that this plan is
not a guarantee that infrastructure will
be built. Rather, if development occurs
in this area, the plan helps developers
understand the county’s expectations
and determine their own costs when
evaluating a potential project.

“We’re not planning on building this
infrastructure ourselves,” he said. “This
would be developer-dependent and

(developer-) driven. It’s just a road
map.”

The commissioners approved the
recommendation unanimously, 6-0,
with Commissioner Caryn Abbott ab-
sent. Commissioner Eric Fiori (District
3, West Ocean City) said this was
smart planning ahead of development
and thanked Baker for the foresight.

“A lot of times, when there’s water
and sewer, we end up behind the eight-
ball. We end up where development
accelerates faster than the plan. This
was a wonderful step moving forward,
seeing that on the horizon,” he said.

OP restaurant manager
faces felony theft charge

(Aug. 21, 2025) An Ocean Pines em-
ployee has been charged with felony
theft after a restaurant investigation.

On July 2, the Ocean Pines Police
Department launched an investigation
into an alleged employee theft at the
Club House Grille at the Ocean Pines
Clubhouse. The probe began after the
Touch of Italy management company
discovered bank deposits from the
Club House Grille, specifically, were
not being completed as expected.

The probe centered on Grayson
Ashley Mitchell, 39, who was serving
as a manager of the restaurant.
Mitchell was unable to explain what
happened to the missing funds.

The police investigation has found
multiple deposits dating back to May
10 are missing for a total cost of about
$13,715. Police believe Mitchell han-
dled these deposits.

Mitchell is charged with theft
$1,500 to $25,000.
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OPA directors elevate Latham to presidency

Continued from Page 1
the remaining officers, who also were
approved unanimously.

Monica Rakowski will retain her
seat as treasurer. Jeff Heavner will
succeed Latham as secretary, and
Rick Farr will continue serving as vice
president.

The reorganization of officers fol-
lowed the conclusion of the OPA
2025 Board of Directors election,
which took place on Aug. 6. Four res-
idents ran for the three open seats on
the governing team.

Incumbents Rakowski, Jacobs,
and Lakernick, whose previous three-
year terms had expired, were re-
turned for three-year terms. Sole
challenger Amy Peck failed to break
into the group.

Upon reviewing the results, the
board held an executive meeting on
Tuesday, Aug. 12, to certify the out-
comes. At this gathering, Election
Committee Chair Steve Ransdell pre-
sented the board with final election
statistics.

A total of 2,824 ballots were cast in
this year’s board election. Of these
votes, 2,079 were submitted via
paper materials. Online voting was
also an option, and 745 residents
opted to cast their votes electroni-
cally.

An organizational meeting when

the officers were determined was
held promptly after the executive ses-
sion. During this portion of Tuesday
night’s assembly, the group voted and
approved appointments.

Bruce Bright of the law firm Ayres,
Jenkins, Gordy & Almand was se-
lected as the association’s general
counsel.

Linda Martin will serve as assis-
tant secretary, while Mark Swift will
assume the role of assistant treas-
urer. New York-based company UHY
LLP was reappointed as OPA’s audit
firm.

Doug Parks, who served on the
OPA Board of Directors for seven
years and retired as president in
2023, was reappointed as parliamen-
tarian. Parks was selected in a 6-1
vote, with Jacobs the sole dissenting
voice.

Additionally, board members were
assigned community advisory com-
mittees to work with during the next
12 months. Lakernick will take on the
strategic planning group. Heavner
will liaise with elections, environ-
mental, and recreation and parks
crews. Director Elaine Brady will
oversee the architectural review and
communications teams.

Farr will oversee the aquatics com-
mittee. Rakowski will deal with the
budget and finance volunteers. Ja-
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any other offers or coupons. Some exclusions apply.
Expires 12/31/25

cobs will supervise the bylaws and
golf committees, and Latham will
mind the marine activities commit-
tee.

The regularly scheduled board
meetings for next year were also an-
nounced on Tuesday night. Upcom-
ing gatherings, subject to change, are
planned for the following dates: Sept.
20, Oct. 25, Nov. 22, Dec. 20, Jan. 24,
Feb. 28, March 28, April 25, May 30,
June 27, and July 25.

The board of directors will plan ex-
ecutive and special meetings as
needed.

The aforementioned board meet-
ing dates could be adjusted, particu-
larly those in the summer months.
Jacobs asked the group to revisit the
possibility of weekday assemblies,
specifically during the warmer sea-
son. Further discussions will likely
occur in January.

The regularly held directors’ meet-
ings are hosted in the community’s
clubhouse on the golf course.

“During the summer, getting to the
clubhouse on a Saturday and having
to deal with the noise of the golf is a

_f. ~3 r
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Belong at Temple Bat Yam

A Reform Jewish Congregation

%

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Pictured, from left, are new OPA Board officers Monica Rakowski, treasurer; Rick Farr, vice presi-
dent; John Latham, president; and Jeff Heavner, secretary.

bit of a pain in the neck,” Jacobs
said.

Brady added that during the busy
season on the Eastern Shore, board
members and homeowners are often
tasked with entertaining visitors,
making it more difficult for them to
attend meetings on weekends.

“I had talked about doing week-
nights during the summer months,
because we have families coming in
or are on our vacations,” she said.

Not everyone on the board was in
favor of the meeting change, how-
ever. Lakernick pointed out that for
those working in other areas during
the week, getting to a meeting on a
Tuesday or Wednesday night in per-
son is a challenge. Virtual attendance
is less than ideal, he noted.

“I'm not in favor of weeknight
meetings during the summer
months,” he said. “Those of us who
can’t be there because we work, I
think, it creates a strain. I think the
people of Ocean Pines need to see us
conducting the business of Ocean
Pines in person at our board meet-
ings.”

JOIN US FOR IN-PERSON SERVICES
FRIDAYS AT 7PM
SATURDAYS, AUG. 23, SEPT. 6 & 20 AT 10AM

Call for More Information 410-641-4311
or email office@templebatyam-oc.org

11036 Worcester Hwy., Berlin, MD 21811
TempleBatYam-oc.org
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White Horse Park Pavilion

JOIN USifor a night of music & family entertainment!
Family-friendly entertainment will once again perform great musical hits -
old & new. Yioulare encouraged to bring lawn chairs, blankets, etc.

Food is*available for sale & BYOB is acceptable.
Concert area is smoke-free; smoking area is in the rear

THURSDAY AUG 21
Jada Lee & Band, 7-9pm

SUNDRY AUG 24
Riptide, 4-6pm

O TidalHealth.

235 Ocean Parkway, Ocean Pines | 410.641.7052 | oceanpines.org
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Child Advocacy Center sees
need for public awareness

Facility wants to remind
residents abuse ‘reports
can be made anonymously’

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Aug. 21, 2025) While police- and
physician-reported incidents of child
abuse in Worcester County spiked
over the summer, abuse reports that
come from friends and family have si-
multaneously nosedived, according
to one social services agency.

Abuse reports coming into the
Worcester County Child Advocacy
Center, or CAC, have increased about
12% increase in the last three years,
according to Execu-

porter training and CAC partnerships
are strong in Worcester County,” she
said.

Worcester County Sheriff Matt
Crisafulli says a top priority of his of-
fice is its “unwavering support and
partnership” with the CAC. He’s
pledged his personal commitment to
make sure the agency has the re-
sources it needs.

The sheriff’s office alone accounts
for a third of reports the CAC re-
ceives. Overall, reports from law en-
forcement are up 31%, from 308 in
2022, t0 404 in 2024.

“There is nothing more important
than the safety and well-being of our
children,” Crisafulli said. “That prin-

ciple remains at the

tive Director Lau-
ren Cooper. About
four in 10 cases are
for neglect, which
includes housing
instability, food in-
security, or poor
parenting issues.
However, in that
same time frame,
the agency also saw

‘This tells us there’s need for
more public education, and
to remind the community
that reports can be made

anonymously! ciety.”
Executive Director
Lauren Cooper

very heart of our
mission and public
service. Our chil-
dren need to be pro-
tected from the
potential evils of so-

The opening of a
new satellite loca-
tion last year in the
Pocomoke City area

a 25% decrease in
child abuse reporting from family
members, friends, and neighbors.

Cooper attributed the drop to what
she called “a gap in community
awareness” — the fact that anyone
from the community can confiden-
tially report child abuse when they
see it.

“This tells us there’s need for more
public education, and to remind the
community that reports can be made
anonymously,” she said.

The agency — formerly the Cricket
Center — received 1,075 child abuse
reports in 2022, and 1,091 in 2023.

Last year, reported incidents rose
to 1,205. Among those, reports
shared by physicians increased 26%,
from 84 in 2022 to 106 last year.

One reason for the spike in report-
ing, Cooper said, is that police agen-
cies, school personnel, and health
care providers — the agency s top
three reportlng sources — are increas-
ingly recognizing and reporting
abuse. They're all legally mandated to
report child abuse to social services
and generate 90% of referrals.

“This tells us that mandatory re-

has also boosted
child abuse referrals and forensic in-
terviews.

Past referrals primarily came from
the north end of the county, Cooper
said, because there was “reluctance
and resistance” from residents of
southern Worcester County to engage
with the CAC.

“We knew that abuse was happen-
ing in Pocomoke and those surround-
ing areas,” she said, “but we weren't
necessarily getting the engagement
because of those barriers.”

Barriers include lack of access to
transportation for families, or for
parents to take time off work or
school to make a 30-mile, one-way
trip to Berlin for the services CAC of-
fers.

In summer months, law enforce-
ment is the primary source of child
abuse referrals. Police may encounter
unsupervised minors at a hotel, for
example, or officers might find chil-
dren left in cars with an intoxicated
caregiver, Cooper noted.

Getting moved to different envi-
ronments throughout the summer,
like time spent with relatives or at-

MARYLAND | DELAWARE | DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

HELP FUND THE

“Innc FUTURE OF JOURNALISM
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Center’s goal to be voice for abuse victims

tending summer camp, also may
present new risks.

Summertime tourists to the Ocean
City area are encouraged to report in-
cidents of abuse, too, said Worcester
County State’s Attorney Kristin
Heiser, the current president of the
CAC board of directors.

Her office staffs a dedicated pros-
ecutor at the CAC. To corroborate
what children tell them, they’ll seek
out video evidence from hotel surveil-
lance footage, or even video door-
bells.

Statistically, abuse is mostly com-
mitted by someone within the child's
own household, or an adult who has
a lot of unrestricted access to them,
which is often a parent or a caregiver.

Abuse may occur when the child
isn’t around any other adults.

“For example, a mom and mom’s
boyfriend, and mom’s kids are there,”
Heiser said. “(Authorities) find out
when kids go back to school about
these incidents, but the kid didn’t feel
comfortable sharing with adults until
they see their teachers again.”

During the 180-day school year for
Worcester County Public Schools, the
CAC averages one report of abuse per
day from school staff. Cooper said a
“seasonal surge” hits September and
October when students return to
classes after summer break.

Recent reporting also reflects an
increase in exposure among children
to domestic violence. A child may not
be physically harmed during an inci-
dent, but “the exposure can leave
lasting trauma effects,” Cooper said,
“so these cases are just as important

to report.”

In the meantime, the CAC is also
seeing decreased reports of sexual
abuse — which is also the most diffi-
cult type of abuse to detect, because
investigators typically have only a
child’s statement to work with, and
no witnesses or corroborating evi-
dence.

“Many sexual abuse allegations
remain unreported — because of feel-
ings of shame, guilt, self-blaming,
fear of the perpetrator, because of
threats. Or because children don’t
realize that there’s a team dedicated
to serving them and don’t know
where to turn for help,” said Cooper,
who was a full-time forensic inter-
viewer in Delaware before joining
the CAC.

For victims of sexual abuse, the
agency will coordinate with law en-
forcement and the courts to conduct
a forensic interview. It’s a serious sit-
down to determine whether a crime
has been committed against the child,
and if they're in immediate risk of
harm.

Instead of having the child tell
their story multiple times, they get it
over with once. Conducting a single
interview one time, with police and
prosecutors in earshot, helps to min-
imize a child’s trauma, Cooper said.

“We're asking them before the in-
terview is over: ‘do you have an adult
that you can talk to if you're ever
scared or worried or upset about
something?’ And often times, they're
naming a teacher or someone that is
at school. So that tells us firsthand
that children are obviously relying re-

Your Online Community:

www.baysideoc.com

ally heavily on school personnel to
advocate for them, to report the
abuse,” Cooper said.

To help calm children during a
forensic interview, the CAC has
turned to an emotional support dog,
a two-year-old black Labrador Re-
triever named Belle. She’s trained to
provide comfort to children and to sit
with them in the courtroom should
they need to testify.

“Having that familiar furry face is
always a good thing on a day that they
really don't want to have to relive,”
Cooper said.

Ultimately, the CAC team doesn’t
just respond to abuse allegations.
Cooper said her team works with
families on day-to-day needs, too,
like helping them make doctor’s ap-
pointments, arranging transporta-
tion, even providing gift cards to

4

afford basic provisions.

Each child’s case, and the ultimate
healing process, is different. That’s
why the CAC team will stay close to a
family over the months- or years-long
process of handling one child’s case-
work.

Many families will thank them,
years later, for the impact made in a
child’s life, long after the case has
made its way through the courts.
Some teens even go into law enforce-
ment or social work based on their
experiences with the CAC, Cooper
said.

“These kids, they don't have a
voice and they're the most vulnera-
ble,” she said. “As dark of a job as it
can be sometimes, and as hard as the
days are, knowing that we saved a
child's life is what makes it all worth
it for us.”

WINTER BOAT STORAGE
410-213-2296

Boat Storage, Winterizing & Shrink Wrap
Available for all Makes & Models

Trailer & Boat Storage by the Day, Week, Month or Season

OPEN YEAR ROUND!

EvinRUDE | @)

@ YAMAHA

HARBOR MARINE

12731 Sunset Avenue « Located 1 Block from the Worcester County Boat Ramp in West Ocean City

Family Owned & Operated for 48 Years

410-213-2296

www.harbormarineoc.com
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Call today!
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By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Aug. 21, 2025) Snow Hill’s old fire-
house is ready for one last rescue.

The vacant 75-year-old landmark is
officially on the market, listed by its
owner, the Town of Snow Hill. Volun-
teer firefighters here haven’t occupied
the building since 2002. Since then,
the space has been used for the town’s
Blues Jam, storing town Christmas
decorations, municipal meetings, and
the occasional dance class upstairs on
squeaky pine heart floors.

The asking price for the 13,470-
square-foot, quarter-acre building at
212 W. Green Street — which includes
the adjoining Snow Hill police station,
soon to be vacated for a new depart-
mental home - is $325,000. It in-

HURRY!
LAST CHANCE

TO CONTROL
PHRAGMITES!

Season Ending Soon!

BRIAN SHANE/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
For sale signage has been featured on the former Snow Hill Fire Company fire house for months.
The 13,470-square-foot space is listed for $325,000.

410-742-2973

CENSED ¢ INSURED ¢ CERTIFIED IN MD & DE
49 Years Experience

NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNT )

$25 OFF For First Time Customers'

1
Jﬂday.’ :

Explres 9/30/25

Funeral Services &

Cremation Services

Frankford Chapel
43 Thatcher Street
Frankford, DE

302.732.9000

Ocean View Chapel
38040 Muddy Neck Road
Ocean View, DE

302.537.2441

Long Neck Chapel
32013 Long Neck Road
Millsboro, DE

302.945.9000

Former firehouse provides
opportunities for Snow Hill

cludes three garage bays, office space,
and meeting rooms.

Listing agent Bryan Coates with the
firm Keller Williams said there are
plenty of possible outcomes for the
two-story building, with a heart of
downtown location just 500 feet from
the Pocomoke River — which he called
“a gold mine.”

“People love the river. The proxim-
ity to the river is opportunity. It’s the
potential of this space,” he said,
adding, “We're trying hard to find
somebody that would be interested in
making it their own while at the same
time keeping the historical aspect of
it.”

Because there’s also a restaurant
for sale next door, Elliott’s Tavern,
some inquiries have floated an interest
in purchasing both properties to make
way for a large-scale attraction like a
brewery or a distillery. Additional
space throughout the building could
be made into apartments, Airbnb
rentals, or even a micro-hotel.

“Snow Hill has some wonderful bed
and breakfasts,” Coates said, “but we
do have a lot more traffic coming
through than we used to. People that
pass through and might want the op-
portunity for an Airbnb — you know, a
shorter stay. There's always people
asking for apartments and rentals.”

But, as with any older building, it
needs somebody to come in and fix it
up. Plenty of code compliance issues
would loom large for a buyer. For ex-
ample, if it were to host big events, the
building would need a new sprinkler
system, according to Coates.

Snow Hill Mayor Janet Simpson
said the town is hoping for a buyer
with creativity and deep enough pock-
ets to revive the empty firehouse as a
business or mixed-use space that’s a
downtown draw. The online property
listing suggests several possible uses
like a banquet hall, bed and breakfast,
theater, or even a funeral home.

While she would encourage any
business to explore the opportunity,
“I'm staying kind of neutral,” she said
in an interview. “If somebody else has
a great business plan, or another idea
for us, I'm always open to other ideas.
But I really would like to have a busi-
ness in there, because it’s right on
Green Street in the center of town.
That’s where a lot of our businesses
are.”

That Elliott’s Tavern and several
other Green Street shops and store-
fronts are empty or up for sale along
Green Street hasn’t gone unnoticed by
local officials.

At one point, there were 14 vacant
properties downtown, Simpson said.
In response, the town passed a com-
mercial vacancy property ordinance —
owners would be penalized with a fine
if they didn’t put a business in those
properties — with mixed results.

See OLD Page 17
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DEBORAH J. FREDO many lives. Deborah had an uncanny
Ocean Pines talent for diagnosing people simply by

With heavy hearts, we announce listening to their symptoms — her in-
the passing of Deborah J. Fredo (re- stincts were remarkably sharp. She
ferred to by old friends as Debbie), a was also exceptionally knowledgeable
beloved resident of about pharmaceuticals and often
Ocean Pines, who served as a go-to source of informa-
peacefully left us on tion for colleagues, friends, and family
Aug. 5, 2025, at the alike.

Pam and Macky Although she was never a smoker,
Stansell House of in January 2025 she was diagnosed
Coastal Hospice. with what became a rapidly progres-

di\ ] Deborah was born sive form of interstitial lung disease
Deborah Fredo  on Nov. 14, 1949, in (ILD), a condition she faced with
Parkville to the late strength and dignity.

Frances H. Lucas and Clara (Ritter) She is survived by her beloved com-

Lucas. panion of 19 years, Robert Grant; her
She graduated from Perry Hall daughter Kristy

High School, Class of 1967, and pur- Kenney and her husband Danny

sued further studies at the University = Kenney; her son Brad Cox and his wife
of Baltimore. Her dedication to help- Lisa Cox; and her cherished grand-
ing others led her to nursing in her daughter Samantha Cox. Deborah’s
later years, where she earned her LPN  love and devotion to her family were

: ING FOOD FROM: from York County School of Technol- boundless.

) CHO AND L TY'S ogy in York, Pa. Her 30-year nursing An avid animal lover, Deborah’s
5 STSIDE HINIG /PIZZA career took her to many different home was warmed by her dog Bella
. AKY PETE'S places, but she often spoke most and her treasured house rabbits. She
& HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS foqdly of her experiences as a psych}— was also fond of the squirrels in her
& atric nurse at Johns Hopkins Hospi- yard. Her empathy extended beyond
] BRAND HOUSE / GAMEROOM tal. people to all living creatures, reflecting
= o = After moving to Ocean Pines, she a deep and gentle spirit. Deborah was
E TRIVIA FINGO RAFFLES continued her work at Berlin Nursing known for her sharp wit and steadfast
K and Rehabilitation Center and various principles, but she was also very kind
RE other care facilities, where her com- and

W passion and commitment touched Continued on Page 17
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EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST

Continued from Page 16

considerate with those she cared
about. She never hesitated to stand
firm in her beliefs, and her passionate
nature and fearless voice enriched
every conversation.

A funeral service will be held on
Tuesday, Aug. 26, 2025, at 2 p.m. at
the Burbage Funeral Home, 108
Williams St, Berlin, Md. 21811. A visi-
tation will be held from 1to 2 p.m. En-
tombment will follow at Granite
Memorial  Mausoleum, 12840
Worcester Hwy, Bishopville, Md.
21813. Letters of condolence can be
sent to the family via www.burbagefu-
neralhome.com. Arrangements are in
the care of The Burbage Funeral
Home.

In lieu of flowers, please consider
donating in Deborah’s memory to
Worcester County Humane Society,
12330 Eagles Nest Rd, Berlin, Md.
21811, or American Lung Association
at www.lung.org

"Her strength, kindness, and fierce
spirit touched many lives.

She will be deeply missed and lov-
ingly remembered by all who knew
her."

JAMES G. WHALAN
New York

James (“Jim”) G. Whalan, 77,
passed away on Sunday, Aug. 10,
2025, at Achieve Rehab and Nursing
Facility, in Liberty, N.Y. He is the
brother of Judith Ann Whalan, of
Ocean City, and the uncle of Caitlin
Whalan Jones, formerly of Ocean City.

Jim, the son of Francis and Joan
Whalan, was born on October 18,
1947, in Yonkers, New York.

At age 13, he and his family moved
to Highland Lake, New York, in the
Catskill Mountains, where he attended
and was graduated from Eldred Cen-
tral School, Eldred, New York.

Old firehouse for
sale in Snow Hill

Continued from Page 14

“People are saying, ‘oh, we don’t
want to do that, so we're going to sell.’
Personally, when I go to a town and
storefronts aren’t filled, I'm thinking,
what’s wrong? There are too many
things going right in Snow Hill for us
to have that look,” she said.

As for the police station, Snow Hill
Police Chief Andy McGee says his de-
partment will soon double its office
space after completing a move from
the cramped firehouse into a 5,000-
square-foot office on West Market
Street, in the same building as the
local Parole and Probation office.

That upgrade will be temporary,
McGee added, as police are hoping for
a new headquarters to be built even-
tually on donated land at the corner of
Federal and Market streets.

We have generations of experience and are
well known for our exceptional dental care.

He attended Sullivan County Com-
munity College, prior to serving in the
United States Army.

Shortly after his return home, he
began working for the Sullivan County
Sheriff’'s Department, from which he
retired as a Deputy Sheriff Lieutenant.
Following his retirement, he worked
with his brother at Bill Whalan Auto
Sales in Mongaup Valley, New York.

Jim had a great love for animals,
the beach, and was a dedicated son,
devoting his Sundays to spending time
with his late mother.

In addition to his sister, he is sur-
vived by his two daughters, Rachel
(Will), and Christine

(Florencio); son, Frank (Susan);
four grandchildren; brother, Bill
(Lynn); and several nieces and
nephews.

A memorial service was held at
Vanlnwegen-Kenny Funeral Home, at }
401 Broadway in

Monticello, New York, on Thurs-
day, Aug. 21, 2025. Interment of his
ashes with military honors followed at
the Sullivan County Veterans Ceme-
tery in Liberty, New York.

Contributions may be made to
Catskill Animal Rescue (“CARE”),

www.catskillanimalrescue.com;
Sullivan County SPCA, www.sulli-
vanspca.org; or a local animal shelter
of your choice.
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Opinion

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

Diakonia perseveres
and moves forward

Diakonia, the West Ocean City-based provider of services
to the homeless, knows something about adversity as well as
how to overcome it through perseverance.

The nonprofit organization demonstrated the latter last
Wednesday at the groundbreaking for a project that at one
time appeared to be forever doomed.

It's not clear how Diakonia managed to regroup and revise
its plan to build a new campus on Route 611, replete with flex-
ible rent housing, administrative offices, food pantry and thrift
store, but it did with the help of contributors, supporters, vol-
unteers and excellent leadership.

The Worcester County Commissioners had all but killed
the shelter’s plans in January 2024 when a voting majority of
four members rejected a solution to Diakonia’s need for
wastewater treatment services the county was unable to pro-
vide.

Thwarted by the lack of treatment capacity in the county
district it occupied, Diakonia struck an agreement with the
Town of Ocean City to tie into its services.

The four commissioners, however, refused to allow it, ap-
parently believing that accepting the homeless shelter’s
workaround would put them in a politically awkward position
with homebuilders who also had projects they wanted to build
but faced the same wastewater treatment problems.

Even more ridiculously, the commissioners tried to justify
their refusal to accept the Diakonia deal by saying they wanted
to “level the playing field” — as if would-be home sellers and
the homeless shelter were competing for the same clientele.

But Diakonia’s resourcefulness and the generosity of con-
tributors such as Jack Burbage’s Blue Water development and
hospitality business, found a way forward by deciding to build
the project in phases. That allowed them to seek a much-re-
duced treatment capacity, which the commissioners had little
choice but to approve.

In light of Diakonia’s successful approach, we applaud its
leadership and its supporters for their problem-solving ability.
But, most of all, we admire their perseverance.
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Letters

Courts need to do
better

Editor,

The recent from Ken
Kuyawa hits the nail on the
head with respect to strict
sentences as one of the most
effective deterrents to the
lawlessness we see through-
out Ocean City.

Whether it is participants
in these pop-up events ter-
rorizing our streets and
beaches, guys beating up on
wives and girlfriends, com-
bative drunks who don’t hes-
itate taking a swing at our
police, or the drug and gun
toting criminals that seem to
increase every year, a mes-
sage needs to be sent that we
will come down on you, and
come down hard.

Unfortunately, that is not
the case. For those of us here
well past the craziness of
summer, we often read in the
OC Today-Dispatch about
the disposition of cases that
took place many months ear-
lier. Serious crimes of guns,
assaults, and even drugs get
a slap on the wrist. How
many more times do we need
to read about stiff sentences
that are then suspended? We
have seen very serious crimes
waved off with time served
waiting for trial and the bal-
ance suspended—and this
has been the case for years.

The city council talks
tough about cracking down
and zero tolerance but if the
courts don’t do their job,

then it is pointless. And
spare me the nonsensical ar-
gument that we don’t want to
appear to be a police state
and scare off tourists—the
people we are talking about
are not the kind of “tourists”
we want coming here to
begin with.

This isn’t just the violent
crimes, we were hit in a near
head on collision last year by
a drunk driver and by some
miracle we were not killed,
although there were injuries.
The driver, with previous in-
fractions, got probation with
no loss of driving privileges.

Send the message-- you
come into our town with guns
and drugs and expect manda-
tory time. You drive drunk and
have no regard for the safety of
others, you won'’t drive again
for a long time. The cops are
doing a great job. The city, our
Congressional delegation, and
all of us need to demand better
of our courts.

Doug Durante
Ocean City

School district puts

politics above kids

Editor,

In a closed-door meeting
in May, the Somerset County
Board of Education voted to
terminate School Superin-
tendent Ava Tasker-Mitchell.
The Board left the meeting
without answering questions
from parents who waited
outside the closed doors. No
reason to support the firing

was provided. One parent
politely asked a question
while videoing the departing
members; the Board Chair
called the police, saying that
there was a man engaging in
a violent confrontation
against Board members.

When the Board an-
nounced the firing of every
school librarian many par-
ents objected. Firing librari-
ans was the final straw. Steps
had already been taken that
would allow the Board to de-
termine which books must be
removed from school library
shelves. The library should
be the heart and soul of every
school, the repository of
learning, a place for commu-
nity engagement, a place to
encourage wisdom and truth
seeking, welcoming to every-
one. A library must not be a
tool to limit learning.

The fate of Superintend-
ent Tasker-Mitchell is in the
hands of the Maryland State
Board of Education. Coming
from a party that espouses
parental rights when it
comes to their children’s ed-
ucation, it is particularly hyp-
ocritical that parents are
barred from voicing their
opinions, that doors are
closed to parents during im-
portant decisions, and that
parents are cast as aggressors
when exercising their rights.

Kudos to the parents of
Somerset County who put
their children above politics.

Ronald W. Pilling
Bishopville

Grace Center event set for Sept. 11

(Aug. 21, 2025) The com-
munity is invited to join
friends and neighbors for an
unforgettable evening of raf-
fles, prizes and heartfelt
community building set
against the serene backdrop
of the bay.

The Tricky Tray Open
House will support the ef-
forts of the Grace Center for
Maternal and Women’s
Health located in Berlin. The
Grace Center is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization com-
mitted to providing compas-
sionate care and vital

resources to women and
families navigating preg-
nancy, motherhood, and
parenting challenges.

Plan your evening on
Thursday, Sept.11, anytime
between 5:30 and 8:30 p.m.
to spend some time at The
Inn on Turville Creek lo-
cated at 11450 Gum Point
Road in Berlin. Peek inside
the newly renovated inn.
Enjoy its charm while min-
gling with friends and sup-
porting a worthy cause that
strengthens mothers, fami-
lies and futures. Try your

luck at winning fabulous
prizes donated by many local
businesses.

If you own a business and
would like to support the
cause by serving as a spon-
sor or by donating gift cards
or services to be raffled off
that evening, please contact
Joann Manole, executive di-
rector, at 443-513-4124. All
donations are greatly appre-
ciated.

Space is limited so reserve
your spot today by emailing
info@gracematernalhealth.o
rg.
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More townhomes eyed for West Ocean City

Developers changes plans,
opts for duplexes for new
project along Route 707

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Aug. 21, 2025) A new townhome
development in West Ocean City has
cleared a planning hurdle at the
county level.

What’s being called Crepe Myrtle
Court received site plan approval
from the Worcester County Planning
Commission on Aug. 7. The condo-
minium development will have 25
units — 24 duplexes and one single-
family home — in a seaside architec-
tural style on a 4.82 acre site on
Route 707.

The planning commission ap-
proved a waiver for sidewalks four

feet in width instead of five feet as re-
quired by county design standards.

Eight duplexes will line the
perimeter and another four will be
inside a private road loop. Ameni-
ties will include a swimming pool,
playground, and a dock for water-
front access to Herring Creek.
Homes will have one-car, 10x20 foot
garages.

Property owner Kathleen Clark is
developing the land on her own with
architect Keith Iott. Clark previously
had planned to develop the property
as a complex called Shadyside that
would have had more units on the
property, but she decided to reduce
the density and instead go with du-
plexes.

An earlier version of the plan was
approved by the Worcester County
Commissioners at their May 6 meet-

ing in Snow Hill.

For new residential properties in
West Ocean City, it’s been challeng-
ing for developers, because the
amount of county water and sewer
hookups available — known as equiv-
alent dwelling units, or EDUs — are in
short supply, according to attorney
Hugh Cropper, who represents Clark
and specializes in land use cases.

The reason Crepe Myrtle Court is
moving forward, Cropper said, is be-
cause it already has EDUs available.
He said residential developments in
West Ocean City that aren’t on public
sewer, at least for now, just aren’t fea-
sible.

“It takes a very unique property to
be developed right now because
there’s no EDUs and, in my opinion,
that’s running up the cost of hous-
ing,” Cropper said. “The only people

developing are people with sewer. I
think that’s what’s driven up the price
in West Ocean City. The demand is
just — the plant has run out of EDUs
and they can’t over connect it, so
we're at a situation now where we
have limited availability.”

Cropper said he’s a proponent of
providing more public sewer and let
zoning control growth.

“There’s concerns that if you pro-
vide too much public sewer there’ll be
too much growth,” he said. “It's both
driven by, and constrained, by waste-
water.”

This is the most recent project
along the Route 707 corridor for new
residential development. Another
project, called Salt Life, opened ear-
lier this year and offers mobile home-
style properties aimed at buyers age
55 and up.

Sponsors sought for memorial golf tourney

Annual tournament serves
as major fundraiser for
veterans memorial efforts

(Aug. 22, 2025) The Worcester
County Veterans Memorial Founda-
tion is seeking sponsors for its 18th
Annual Veterans Memorial Golf
Tournament, to be held Tuesday,
Sept. 17, at the Ocean Pines Golf
Club.

The event is the major fundraiser
for the Foundation’s education pro-
grams, which include annual field
trips for all Worcester County fifth
graders to the Veterans Memorial in
Ocean Pines.

The tournament will feature a
scramble best ball format with a 9
a.m. shotgun start. Registration is
$150 per player and includes 18
holes of golf, a cart, “grab and go”
breakfast, lunch and tournament
prizes.

Sponsorships are still needed at
various levels, ranging from $125 to
$2,500.

Foundation President Marie
Gilmore said sponsor support di-
rectly impacts the more than 650 stu-
dents who visit the memorial each
year through the Foundation’s pro-
grams.

“Since 2007, every fifth-grade stu-
dent in Worcester County has visited
the memorial as part of a special field
trip,” Gilmore said. “They learn about
the military branches, the real-life
stories behind the engraved bricks,
and the meaning of service and sacri-
fice.”

The tours are run in partnership
with the Worcester County Board of
Education and feature volunteer do-
cents, as well as demonstrations by
JROTC cadets from Stephen Decatur,
Snow Hill and Pocomoke high
schools. Local Coast Guard members
also frequently participate.

“Our foundation covers all costs
for these trips, including buses, driv-
ers and educational materials,”
Gilmore said. “As those expenses
grow, we rely more than ever on com-
munity support to make this possi-

Thursday - Saturday hours 1-4

ALWAYS
BUYING!

Tradespeople Welcome

Flexible A|pp0|ntment Ti !
Jewelry Repair 2!

vyi-

Madeleine Sasha, Gemologist '

Sasha’s Jewels, LLC

Graduate Gemologist & Repair

¢ (302)296-6909 - CALL OR TEXT
9 202 Gumboro Rd, Selbyville, DE

ewels

Sasha’s Jewels treats you like family

ble.”

The foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit, and all contributions are tax-
deductible. In addition to
sponsorships, the Foundation also
welcomes donated prizes, gift certifi-
cates or items for the tournament’s

silent auction.

To sponsor the tournament or do-
nate, contact Marie Gilmore at 410-
726-2881 or opmarie@aol.com.

For more information on the
Worcester County Veterans Memo-
rial Foundation, visit wocovets.org.

Enjoy Our Shaded Woodland
Trails While Discovering Our

Natural Art Sculptures

Open Thursday - Sunday * 9am - 4pm
Adults - $15 e Children 16 & Under - Free

Guided Tours Available  Additional $10

Make Reservations Online

<. DELAWARE
.~- BOTANIC

r GARDENS

AT PEPPER CREEK

b—
To reserve tickets, delawaregardens.org
30220 Piney Neck Road | Dagsboro, DE 19939

Late Summer
Meadow Tour

Friday, August 29  11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Free with Garden Admission
Meander through Delaware
Botanic Gardens Meadow and
observe plants as they share
seeds, and learn how to collect
and preserve seeds from your

garden plants.
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Library to host Dylan’s festival retrospective

Sixty years after Newport
Folk Festival controversy,
residents to share views

(Aug. 21, 2025) In the summer of
1965, Bob Dylan and his back-up
band plugged in their instruments at
the Newport Folk Festival, shocking
acoustic purists and changing music
forever. Sixty years later, Frank
DeLucco and Harry Burkett examine
the Newport controversy at the
Ocean Pines Branch of the Worcester
County Library on Thursday, Aug.
28, at 2 p.m.

Dylan rose to prominence in New
York City’s Greenwich Village, and,
viewed as the heir-apparent to folk
singer Woody Guthrie, gave voice to
the civil rights and anti-war move-
ments with songs such as “Blowin’ in
the Wind,” performing at Carnegie
Hall and at the 1963 March on Wash-
ington. He was the obvious headliner
for the 1965 Newport Folk Festival on
Rhode Island, appearing with Pete
Seeger, Joan Baez, Peter, Paul, and
Mary, and scores of folk performers
from across the country.

He had already stretched folk
norms with the release of the album

Bringing It All Back Home earlier in
the year, but acoustic tracks such as
“Mr. Tambourine Man” kept him in
the good graces of traditionalists. Yet
Newport organizers should have
heeded “Maggie’s Farm” and “It’s All
Over Now, Baby Blue,” which fore-
shadowed his departure from folk
music.

“We want to give the larger pic-
ture, which shows the 1960s genera-
tion was going to express itself
through rock music instead of folk
music, and that would have hap-
pened whether Dylan plugged in or
not,” said DeLucco. “Dylan’s act of

defiance at Newport symbolized the
change, but the Beatles had as much
to do with folk music’s fading rele-
vance as anyone.”

Burkett added, “We’ll address a lot
of myths about Newport, too. Was
Dylan the first to go electric at New-
port? Was he really booed out of the
festival? Did Pete Seeger try to chop
the power cables with an ax? The
story is more complex than most peo-
ple realize.”

For more information on all
Worcester County Library programs,
check out the Events page at worces-
terlibrary.org.

Paint Worcester Coun

Plein air competition artists
can apply until Aug. 31
with reception, sale on tap

(Aug. 21, 2025) The Worcester
County Arts Council will welcome
artists back for the annual Paint
Worcester County Plein Air Competi-
tion, happening Sept. 14-19.

Artist registration is open, and the
deadline to apply is Aug. 31 so don’t
miss your chance to be part of this ex-

citing celebration of art and place.
For registration details, guidelines,
and event updates, visit www.worces-
tercountyartscouncil.org.

In partnership with the Worcester
County Library Foundation, this
event invites artists from near and far
to capture the magic of Worcester
County en plein air — painting out-
doors, directly from the landscape,
the streets and the vibrant commu-
nity around us and compete for at-
tractive cash prizes.

contest announced

This year’s competition juror will
be William Buchanan, an accom-
plished painter and former art educa-
tor. He brings both deep artistic
vision and a heartfelt connection to
our region.

The week culminates in a festive
Opening Exhibit Reception & Sale on
Friday, Sept. 19, from 4-6 p.m. at the
Berlin Library Meeting Room. The
public is warmly invited to meet the
artists, enjoy the freshly painted
works, hear the juror’s remarks, and

even take home an original plein air
masterpiece. The exhibit will remain
on view at the Berlin Library Gallery
through Oct. 22.

"Paint Worcester County cele-
brates the vibrant landscapes and
artistic spirit of our community," said
Anna Mullis, Executive Director of
the Worcester County Arts Council.
“We encourage artists to register, and
we welcome everyone to join us on
Sept. 19 to share in the joy of art, cre-
ativity, and community.”

f & OPEN HOUSES

August 21 - 28

B BB B

DAY/TIME

Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm
Fri-Mon 11am-4pm
Friday 3-5pm
Saturday 10am-Noon
Saturday 10am-1pm
Saturday 10am-3pm

Saturday 10am-4pm

Saturday 11am-1pm
Saturday 11am-1pm
Saturday 11am-1pm
Saturday 1-3 pm
Sunday 10am-Noon
Sunday 10am-Noon
Sunday 10am-3pm
Sunday 1-3pm
Sunday 2-4pm
Wednesday 2-4 pm

Thursday 1:30-3:30pm

ADDRESS
12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC

Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside

Sat & Sun 10:30am-12:30pm 12301 Jamaica Ave. #122F, Ocean City

BR/BA
2BR/2BA

8 60th St. #101 The Merdian, OC 4BR/3.5BA
12301 Jamaica Avenue, C209, Ocean City 1BR/1BA
602 Crestview Lane, Salisbury 3BR/2BA
609 Bayshore Drive #32, Ocean City 3BR/2BA
12430 Old Bridge Rd, West OC 2BR/2BA
2BR/2BA
11204 Coastal Highway Unit 3C, Ocean City 2BR/2BA
87 Boston Dr, Ocean Pines 3BR/2BA
13000 Marina View Lane #27, West Ocean City 4BR/4BA
104 125th Street #106, Ocean City 3BR/2BA
609 Bayshore Drive #32, Ocean City 3BR/2BA
104 125th Street #106, Ocean City 3BR/2BA
12430 Old Bridge Rd, West OC 2BR/2BA
124 75th Street #103, Ocean City 3BR/2BA
36496 Dog Leg Court #135, Frankford, DE 4BR/2.5BA
609 Bayshore Drive #32, Ocean City 3BR/2BA
104 125th Street #106, Ocean City 3BR/2BA

STYLE PRICE
Single Family from $284,750
1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+ Condos, Towns & SF -
Condo $859,900
Condo $285,000
Single Family $575,000
Condo $899,900
Single Family from $284,750
Condo $489,900
Condo
Single Family $359,900
Townhome $1,450,000
Condo $625,000
Condo $899,900
Condo $625,000
Single Family from $284,750
Condo $829,900
Single Family $599,900
Condo $899,900
Condo $625,000

Rosemarie Leonard/Coldwell Banker Realty

$699,900 Tim Meadowcroft/Long & Foster Real Estate

AGENT/AGENCY
Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community
Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate

Lauren Bunting/Keller Williams Realty

Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community

Terry Miller/Coldwell Banker Realty

Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate
Joan Buchanan/Holiday Real Estate
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Michael Ray/Sunshine Properties, Inc.
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers.
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Calendar

Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com
by 5 p.m. Monday. All community-related activities will be

published at no charge.

Thurs., Aug. 21

SUMMER SEND OFF

Ocean City beach between Dorchester and
Third streets. Hot air balloons, giant kites and
laser shows each night (9-10 p.m.). Four days
of fun all throughout town. The main event
held on two best weather days. www.oco-
cean.com/events/summer-send-off/

a canvas in the style of your favorite artist.
For ages 6 years and older. Call to register:
410-208-4014. www.worcesterlibrary.org

THIRD THURSDAY ADULT COLORING
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 4:30 p.m.
Decompress and enjoy refreshments, col-
oring activities and trending themes like
Coco Wyo. 410-632-3495

CPAP MASK FITTING

Atlantic General Hospital’s Sleep Disor-
ders Diagnostic Center, 9733 Healthway
Drive, Berlin. Free mask fitting clinic for
patients who are having trouble adjusting
to their CPAP equipment. Appointments
required: Robin Rohlfing, 410-641-9726.

POP CULTURE BOOK CLUB

Game Theory Board Games & Coffee, 1822
Philadelphia Ave., Ocean City, 5 p.m. Fea-
turing “Everything is Tuberculosis: The
History and Persistence of Our Deadliest
Infection” by John Green. 410-524-1818,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

OCEAN CITY JEEP FEST

Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 4001
Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 10 a.m.-5
p-m. Featured in the OC Inlet will be beach
crawls, sand courses, and at the conven-
tion center will be Vendor Village, live
music, Show & Shine and a kids’ area.
Schedule: www.oceancityjeepfest.com.
443-366-5944

‘SUMMER READING WRAP UP @ BERLIN:
FOOD ART’

Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch,
13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. Create some
food-based art while logging the last of
your summer reads. All ages welcome.
410-641-0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org

STORY TIME: COLORS ALL AROUND
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m.
Songs, dancing and crafts. For ages 2-5
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

PLAY TIME

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 a.m.
A variety of activities and toys. Play and so-
cialize with other families. For ages birth to
5 years. 410-632-3495, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

0C CHESS CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Enjoy a relaxing game of chess every
Thursday at the library. 410-524-1818,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

SUMMER READING WRAP UP PARTY:
OUTSIDE PLAY DAY

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 2-4 p.m. Outdoor
games, spray paint art, clay sculptures,
bubble station and snacks. Dress for a
mess. All ages. If inclement weather, the
event will be moved inside. 410-957-0878,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

COPYCAT ART
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Design

34TH ANNUAL MID ATLANTIC TOURNAMENT
Weigh-ins are held at Sunset Marina in
Ocean City from 5-9 p.m. and Canyon Club
Resort Marina in Cape May, NJ.
Livestream broadcasting will keep every-
one informed in both locations.
https://themidatlantic.com

SUNSET PARK PARTY NIGHTS

Sunset Park, 700 S. Philadelphia Ave.,
Ocean City, 7-9 p.m. Featuring “Full Circle”
(rock and pop), sunset over the Isle of Wight
Bay and free admission. https://www.oco-
cean.com/things-to-do/free-family-
fun/sunset-park-party-nights/

CONCERTS IN THE PARK

White Horse Park Pavilion, 235 Ocean
Parkway, Ocean Pines, 7-9 p.m. Featuring
music by Jada Lee & Band. Free family en-
tertainment. Bring chairs, blankets, etc.
Food will be available for purchase and
BYOB is acceptable. Smoking area is in the
rear. 410-641-7052

Fri.,Aug. 22

SUMMER SEND OFF

Ocean City beach between Dorchester and
Third streets. Hot air balloons, giant kites and
laser shows each night (9-10 p.m.). Four days
of fun all throughout town. The main event
held on two best weather days. www.oco-
cean.com/events/summer-send-off/

FREE PROFESSIONAL LEARNING FOR
ADULTS

Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch,
13 Harrison Ave., 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Held
June 27, July 25, Aug. 15 and Aug. 22. Join
1, 2, 3 or all sessions. Strength in Every
Story — Understand how poverty affects
everyone and explore real, local solutions.

OCEAN CITY JEEP FEST

Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 4001
Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 10 a.m.-5
p-m. Featured in the OC Inlet will be beach
crawls, sand courses, and at the convention
center will be Vendor Village, live music,
Show & Shine and a kids’ area. Schedule:
www.oceancityjeepfest.com. 443-366-5944

0C MAHJONG CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own
tile set. All adults welcome. 410-524-1818,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

LOBSTER ROLL FUNDRAISER

Stevenson United Methodist Church, 123
N. Main St., Berlin. 4-7 p.m. Lobster roll,
mac & cheese and Cole slaw for $20. Bene-
fiting and hosted by VFW Post 2996.

PE.RCLUB

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, Ocean Pines, 5-7 p.m. Join
in for a night of creativity and crafts. Menu
includes hot dogs, drinks, chips and cook-
ies. www.oceanpines.org, 410-641-7052

34TH ANNUAL MID ATLANTIC TOURNAMENT
Weigh-ins are held at Sunset Marina in
Ocean City from 5-9 p.m. and Canyon Club
Resort Marina in Cape May, NJ.
Livestream broadcasting will keep every-
one informed in both locations.
https://themidatlantic.com

SIPPIN’ WITH SLOTHS

Coastal Wilds, 34215 Peppers Corner Road,
Frankford, 6-8 p.m. Music by Sound Liv-
ing/Glenn Stern. Cost is $40 and includes
sloth encounter, self-guided tour, and one
complementary glass of wine. Tickets:
https://book.singenuity.com/469/activ-
ity/details/2284/rates. 302-829-1548

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO

Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo starts
at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available before
bingo and at intermission. 410-524-7994

Sat., Aug. 23

SUMMER SEND OFF

Ocean City beach between Dorchester and
Third streets. Hot air balloons, giant kites and
laser shows each night (9-10 p.m.). Four days
of fun all throughout town. The main event
held on two best weather days. www.oco-
cean.com/events/summer-send-off/

OCEAN CITY JEEP FEST

Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 4001
Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 10 a.m.-5
p-m. Featured in the OC Inlet will be beach
crawls, sand courses, and at the conven-
tion center will be Vendor Village, live
music, Show & Shine and a kids’ area.
Schedule: www.oceancityjeepfest.com.
443-366-5944

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST, SLIGO BY THE SEA,
SUMMER MINISTRY

First Presbyterian Church of Ocean City,
1301 Philadelphia Ave., 10 a.m.-noon. Pas-
tor Anthony Kent - Associate Ministerial
Secretary, General Conference of Seventh-

day Adventists, Silver Spring, MD.
sligochurch.org/sligobythesea, 301-270-
6777

LOTR ESCAPE ROOM CHALLENGE
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 12-3 p.m. Solve puz-
zles, crack riddles and work together to
help Bilbo in a new quest involving his infa-
mous ring. Teens welcome. Reservations:
410-957-0878. www.worcesterlibrary.org

CHILI PEPPERS FESTIVAL

Historic Downtown Berlin, 124 N. Main
St., 12-5 p.m. Featuring chili peppers food,
sauces, etc; vendors; and Hot Sauce Band,
12-1:30 p.m.; competition, 1:45-2:45 p.m.;
Mariachi Los Mensajeros, 3-5 p.m.

LIBRARY LEGO LEAGUE

Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch,
13 Harrison Ave., 1 p.m. Explore your
imagination with LEGO bricks provided by
the library. Your creation will be displayed
in the library for the next whole month.
For ages 6-11 years. 410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

OCEAN CITY FILM NIGHT

Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 7-
9:30 p.m. Free event. Join us under the
stars to watch the next generation of film
stars! Bring a chair. If inclement weather,
event will be moved inside. 410-524-9433,
megan@artleagueofoceancity.org

DELMARVA SHOREBIRDS X ART LEAGUE OF
OCEAN CITY

Perdue Stadium, 6400 Hobbs Road, Salis-
bury, 7-9 p.m. Tickets $30. Join the Art
League of Ocean City for an exciting evening
of baseball, fellowship, and fireworks as part
of the Art League Games! Tickets:
https://www.gofevo.com/event/ DMVART
OC. 410-524-9433

OCEAN PINES FARMERS & ARTISANS
MARKET

Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 Ocean
Parkway, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Shop for every-
thing from fresh local produce to unique
handmade artisan goods. Also featuring
family-friendly activities, music and
unique shopping experiences. Open to the
public, year round. 410-641-7052,
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages/f
armers-artisans-market

Sun.,Aug. 24

SUMMER SEND OFF

Ocean City beach between Dorchester and
Third streets. Hot air balloons, giant kites and
laser shows each night (9-10 p.m.). Four days
of fun all throughout town. The main event
held on two best weather days. www.oco-
cean.com/events/summer-send-off/

OCEAN CITY JEEP FEST
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 4001
Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 10 a.m.-1:30
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p-m. Featured in the OC Inlet will be beach
crawls, sand courses, and at the conven-
tion center will be Vendor Village, live
music, Show & Shine and a kids’ area.
Schedule: www.oceancityjeepfest.com.

443-366-5944

0C CRUZERS ON SOMERSET PLAZA
Somerset Plaza, Somerset Street, Ocean
City, 3-6 p.m. Free, family-friendly car
show featuring classics, hot rods and cus-
toms from the OC Cruzers Car Club. Also
featuring live music by “Bilenki Duo.”
https://ocdc.org

SUNDAES IN THE PARK WITH FIREWORKS
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean City,
7-9 p.m. Featuring “The Mashup” (raw,
funk, rock), activities and entertainment
for the kids. Ice cream available for pur-
chase. Bring picnic baskets & beach chairs.
Followed by fireworks.

permitting. 410-632-3495, www.worces-
terlibrary.org

T.0.PS. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169

Atlantic General Hospital, Conference
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 5-
6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is a
weekly support and educational group pro-
moting weight loss and living a healthy
lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-641-0157

0C BEACH DANCE PARTY & FIREWORKDS
Caroline St. Stage, 2 N. Atlantic Ave., Ocean
City, 7:30-9:30 p.m. Featuring music by
Ocean 98.1 WOCM. Bring chairs and blan-
kets. Fireworks display begins at 9 p.m.

BRIDGE

Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center, 104
41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-3971.
www.Worcoa.org/oceancity

BERLIN FARMERS MARKET

Sundays - Pitts Street, Commerce Street and
Main Street, Berlin, May through October, 9
a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine. Producers only
market featuring more than 50 farmers,
food cultivators, bakers, distillers, seafood,
meat and more. Also featuring a petting
farm (9-11 a.m.), free kids art station and live
music. TheBerlinFarmersMarket.com

SEWING FOR A CAUSE

Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30 a.m.
to noon. Learn how to sew while making a
difference. 410-641-0234

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10
a.m. WWw.jw.org

Mon., Aug. 25

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF
WORCESTER COUNTY MEETING

Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch,
13 Harrison Ave., 10 a.m. Members and
prospective members gather to socialize
and learn about “organizing in rural
areas.” https://dwemd.org

STORY TIME: NATIONAL DOG DAY
Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Join in for crafts, songs and stories.
For ages 0-5 years. 410-524-1818,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

John H. “Jack” Burbage, Jr. Regional Can-
cer Care Center, 9707 Healthway Drive,
Berlin, 3-4 p.m. Whether you're newly di-
agnosed, in treatment or in remission, the
group is here for you. Friends and family
also welcome. 410-641-2626

FIBER CRAFT MEET-UP

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 4 p.m.
Bring your work in progress for commu-
nity and shared knowledge. Held in the
meeting room or in the garden, weather

DELMARVA WOMEN'S A CAPELLA CHORUS
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community Cen-
ter, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
All ladies who love to sing invited. Mary,
410-629-9383 or Carol, 302-242-7062.

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS

Mondays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road,
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100

Tues., Aug. 26

SENSORY STORY TIME

Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch,
13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. Make some
new friends to play with and improve lan-
guage and motor skill development. For
ages 0-5 years. 410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

PLAY TIME

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 10:30 a.m. A variety
of activities and toys. Play and socialize
with other families. For ages 0-5 years.
410-957-0878, www.worcesterlibrary.org

0C KNITTING GROUP

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 a.m.
Do you love to knit or crochet? Bring what-
ever project you happen to be working on.
410-524-1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org

SEAFOOD NIGHT WITH THE KNIGHTS
Knights of Columbus Hall, 9901 Coastal
Highway, Ocean City, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Held
Tuesdays in the Columbus Hall behind St.
Luke’s Church. Pre-order crabs Monday or
Tuesday morning of that week: 410-524-
7994. Non-seafood options will be available.

CROSS FARMS POP-UP FARMERS MARKET
Tuesdays - Flower Street Field across from
Henry Park, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Accepting
Maryland Department of Agriculture
FMNP (WIC & Seniors) Checks and Mary-
land WIC Fruit & Vegetable Checks. Also
offering a "Produce Bucks" program,
which doubles purchases for eligible resi-
dents. https://www.facebook.com/theber-

linfarmersmarket.

BEACH HEROES-0C

Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round.
Trash bags, grippers and gloves provided.
Check the Facebook page “Beach Heroes-
OC” for weekly meeting locations. All are
welcome.

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7
p-m. Www.jw.org

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY

Tuesdays - Worcester County Health De-
partment, 9730 Healthway Drive, Berlin,
3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly support
and education group promoting weight
loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-289-4725

0C KNITTING CLUB

Tuesdays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m.

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE

Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and oth-
ers interested in watching or learning more
are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No partner re-
quired. Info: TangobytheBeach.com.

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS

Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th St.,
Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with optional
light weights. zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS
GROUP

Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral, 11021
Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m. Use the
weight loss program/app/plan of your
choice. Free and open to everyone. 410-
641-4882, www.htcanglican.org/activities.

Wed., Aug. 27

BARIATRIC SUPPORT GROUP

Meets the third and fourth Wednesday of
each month. For surgical patients. Atlantic
General Bariatric Center, 410-641-9568

BABY TIME

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. Songs,
stories and giggles. For ages 0-2 years.
410-208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org

COFFEE & CRAFTS: STAMP MAKING
Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m.
Join in every month for a new craft. Mate-
rials provided. Limit 30. 410-524-1818

CASH BINGO

Wednesdays - Ocean City Elks Lodge
2645, 13708 Sinepuxent Ave. Door open at
5 p.m., bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. Food
available before bingo and at intermission.
Open to the public. 443-605-5028

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Atlantic General Hospital, Conference
Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 3-4

p-m. The goal of the group is to provide
participants with hope for the future. Gail
Mansell, 410-641-9725,

Gail. Mansell@TidalHealth.org

MOVIES ON THE BEACH

Carousel Oceanfront Hotel & Condos,
11700 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 8:30
p-m. Featuring “Moana 2.” Free, family-
friendly event. Bring blankets, chairs,
snack, drinks and warm clothing. Weather
permitting. www.ococean.com/things-to-
do/free-family-fun/

FAMILY FUN NIGHTS

Wednesdays (through Aug. 20) - Ocean
Pines Yacht Club Pool, 1 Mumford's Land-
ing Road, 6-8 p.m. DJ, games and prizes.
Food available for purchase. Admission is
$3 for OP swim members, $5 for OP resi-
dents, $7 for non-residents and free for
non-swimmers. Cash only. 410-641-7052,
oceanpines.org

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. Doors
open at 7:30 a.m. Last Wednesday of the
month meetings are offsite and informa-
tion can be found on the website and Face-
book. www.kiwanisofopoc.org.

ONGOING EVENTS

BUS TRIP TO CAMDEN YARDS FOR DODGERS
VS. ORIOLES

Game is Sunday, Sept. 7. Bus will depart
from Ocean Pines Community Center at
8:30 a.m. Cost is $150 and includes seat
for the game, bus transportation and food
and beverages at the Picnic Perch at Cam-
den Yards. Register: 410-641-7052.

POLISH FESTIVAL BUS TRIP

Our Lady of Czestochowa Polish Festival
takes place Sept. 7. Cost is $90 and in-
cludes bus transportation, tip and entrance
to the festival. Bus will depart from St. An-
drew Parish at 7:45 a.m. and will return at
approximately 7:45 p.m. For information:
Joyce Dabrowski, 410-615-0833, jhd-
abs@hotmail.com. Make checks payable
to: Polish American Club of Delmarva and
mail to Joyce Dabrowski, 129 Clam Shell
Road, Ocean City, MD 21842.

BUS TRIP TO THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF
‘NOAH’ LIVE ON STAGE

Takes place at the Sight & Sound Theater
on Sept. 12 at 3 p.m. Cost is $127 and in-
cludes transportation and show ticket. Bus
will depart from Ocean Pines Community
Center at 9 a.m. Register: 410-641-7052.

BOARDWALK OTTER HUNT

Held Aug. 15-29. Kids, 12 years and
younger, can pick up a playing card at the
Boardwalk Information Booth or any of
the participating businesses, find all the
hidden Otters and return their stamped
card to the Boardwalk Information Booth
to collect a prize of a small stuffed otter.
www.ococean.com/event/boardwalk-
otter-hunt/2400/, 703-731-6515,
events@ocdc.org
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SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

MAYOR SPEAKS TO CLUB

The Kiwanis Club of Ocean Pines-Ocean City welcomed Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall at its weekly meeting on Aug. 6. Tyndall discussed the latest developments in Berlin and answered many questions
from Kiwanis members. The Kiwanis Club meets again on Wednesdays at the Ocean Pines Library.

an City-Berlin, MD

‘Rotary

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

NEW OFFICERS INSTALLED

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETIE  The Ocean City-Berlin Rotary Club has installed new officers for 2025-2026.

HERITAGE CENTER BOARD SERVES Pictured, from left, are Jay Warrington, Sgt. at Arms; Cliff Berg, co-president;
Calvin B Taylor House Museum in Berlin holds an annual peach festival to celebrate the local fruit's local history and ~Margaret Mudron, co-president and treasurer; and Tom Sweeney, president-
partake in fellowship. Germantown School Community Heritage Center decided to grill the hotdogs and hamburgers at  €lect. The club meets the first and th_“'d Wednesday of the month at Don’s
the event. Pictured are members of the Germantown School’s executive board. Seafood at the South Gate of Ocean Pines.

2 SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

susmimrep pHoto/BavsibE 6azeme  GUEST SPEAKER

OFFICERS GRADUATE Tim Lund, a former member and past president of the Kiwanis Club of
Twenty-one law enforcement officers from Wicomico, Worcester, Somerset, Dorchester, Talbot, Caroline and Queen Anne’s  Ocean Pines-Ocean City, was the guest speaker at the Aug. 13 weekly
counties graduated in the 94th entrance-level class of the Eastern Shore Criminal Justice Academy (ESCJA) operated by ~meeting. Lund, a Delaware resident, gave up his membership when a
Wor-Wic Community College at the corner of Route 50 and Walston Switch Road in Salisbury. Worcester personnel, pictured ~ change in his work location moved him farther from Ocean Pines meet-
front from left, Elizabeth Peasley of the Pocomoke City Police Department; Gena Donalds and Timothy Stedding Jr. of the  ings. A Merrill Lynch financial advisor, Lund gave a short financial pres-
Ocean City Police Department; and Matthew Swistak of the Worcester County Sheriff's Office; and, back from left, Cole Ben-  entation and took questions from the members. From left, are Lund and
nett of the Pocomoke City Police Department and James Lerch Jr. of the Ocean City Police Department. current President Tom Southwell.
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Call 410-723-6397 or email

classifieds@octodaydispatch.com
by Monday, 5 p.m.
Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch &

Bayside Gazette each week & online at
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com

2] ][]

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED RENTALS ROOMMATES SERVICES

PT DENTAL HYGIENIST
Ocean City, MD
410-213-1032

9’% DUNKIN'
oonNuTs
AMERICA RUNS ON DUNKIN'

NOW HIRING!
Production Crew

HELP WANTED
BARBER wanted at Charlie’s
Barbershop, Berlin, MD.
With clientele. To rent a
chair. 443-944-2240

for our WOC kitchen facility
Up to $20/hr.
Apply online at:
www.delmarvadd.com

JOLLY ROGER
Small Engine Mechanic.
Ride Maintenance.
Year Round.

Wage starts at $15/hour &

up based on experience.
Benefits available.
410-289-4902

Classifieds
410-723-6397

CARPENTERS &
CARPENTERS HELPERS

Must have
Tools, Transportation, Drivers License

Experience preferred, but will train.

PATTERSON & SONS
BUILDERS
rhp510@aol.com
410-641-9530

ACCOMACK C®UNTY virginia

Code Enforcement Officer | or Il
Full time with benefits
Starting Salary: $39,061 to $50,779
(based on experience)

The County of Accomack is seeking applications for a
fulltime position of Code Enforcement/Building Inspector, in
the Building, Planning & Economic Development
department. The designation of Code Enforcement Officer |
or Il will be based on previous direct experience.

The position is responsible for enforcement of state,
federal, & local laws and regulations, codes and ordinances
related to residential and commercial structures, in a
uniform and systematic manner. Applicants must be able to
perform field work and may be assigned to do inspections
in any location within the County.

Minimum qualifications: A high school diploma or GED; the
ability to read and interpret building plans and
specifications; Experience with enforcing building and
zoning codes and ordinances; Ability to perform basic
mathematical calculations. Preferred qualifications:
Experience with Energov software program, ability to use
mobile devices and platforms and/or bilingual capabilities.
Possession of a valid Driver’s License and the satisfactory
completion of a criminal history, drug screening, and DMV
records checks are required prior to employment. Job
description and details are available online:
http://www.co.accomack.va.us/residents/job-opportunities.
This position is open until filled with the review of
applications to begin on Thursday, Sept 4, 2025.

The County of Accomack is committed to an inclusive and
diverse workforce.

THE IRENE CONDOMINIUM
at 11100 Coastal Highway
in Ocean City is hiring a
part-time Maintenance
Person for year-round work.
Great work environment
with flexible hours in a
friendly beachfront building.
Competitive hourly wage
based on experience. Duties
include routine maintenance,
minor repairs, light painting
and grounds keeping. Light
physical labor is required.
Text or call Ed @
443-415-8000.

AMERICAN LEGION
Assistant Manager,
PM Shift
2 Line Cooks,
Part-time.

Exp. required.
Apply at Post,
2308 Philadelphia Avenue
or call 410-289-3166

OCEANFRONT WINTER
RENTAL
2BR/2BA, furnished Condo,
Avail. Oct.-Apr.
Direct ocean views, balcony,
parking, WiFi incl.
Ideal for 2 mature adults
w/strong rental history.
Ocean City, Md.
Contact Mary Beth
410-241-3376

YEAR ROUND & WINTER
BAYSIDE CONDO
4 - 2BR/2BA FULLY
FURNISHED Units.
W/D, AC & parking.
Starting September. Call
Mike at 410-603-6120.
www.mbjcproperties.com

Seeking YR & Seasonal
Rentals!
Call Howard Martin Realty
410-352-5555.

AU States

CONSTRUCTION COMPARNTY, INC

COMPLETE EXTERIOR RENOVATION EXPERTS

Currently Hiring Manpower For:

o Experience preferred.
are a plus.

package available.

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics
Concrete Work

o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits

Please Apply Online:
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

CLASSIFIEDS

CALL 410-723-6397

RENTALS

ROOMMATE HOUSESHARE
Looking for mature female to
share house in Ocean Pines.
Priv. Bedroom, full use of
house. $900 per mo.,
incl. all utilities.
No pets, no smoking.
443-497-2332

COMMERCIAL

Commercial Space
for Lease.
ONLY 1 UNIT LEFT!

S ded-a—jaired
Approx. 1000 sq. ft.
Busy major road in
Town of Berlin.
Call 443-880-8885 for
more information.

Industrial Space
Yard and Storage Shed.
Approx. 10x25+/-
Route 90/Bishopville.
Call 443-497-4200.

2 Office/Retail Spaces
available in West Ocean
City. Approximately
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.
Call 443-497-4200

LARRY’'S HANDYMAN
SERVICE
No job too small. Entrance
doors, interior doors, storm
doors, shower doors, drywall
repairs and paint, laminate
floors, interior paint.
Over 40 years of carpentry
experience. Please call
Larry, 410-251-9066

FOR SALE

Attn. Property Mgrs.

3 LG window A/C units used
only 4 days while waiting
for new compressor.
2-12K BTU $300 ea. and
1-8K BTU $200.

Pick up in OC.

Call Brad 410-935-1963.

MISC./OTHER

As now slips past me,

These moments, so important,
Hold on, please hold me!
By your loving touch,

I will always know!

SERVICES

BUDGET MOVERS

443-664-5797
LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING
Full Packing Service

Piano Movers - Full Service

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

| Advertise in MDDC 410-723-6397 |

YEARLY RENTAL
Robin Drive
Available Immediately
2BR, 1BA, Furnished.
Ideal 2 mature adults
w/strong work history.
$2,000/mo.
Background required.

Call/text 703-819-7400

i '
REAL ESTATE INC

Yearly & Seasonal
entals
We Welcome Pets
7700 Coastal Hwy
410-524-7700

Serving the Newspapers of
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
NETWORK

MISC. FOR SALE

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us!
855-977-5719

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-407-
6870

www.holidayoc.com

FOR SALE
Prepare for power outages
today with a GENERAC Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-855-993-0969
today to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a genera-
tor. It's a power move.

VEHICLES WANTED
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/
RV - Lutheran Mission Society
of MD Compassion Place
ministries help local families
with food, clothing, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA li-
censed #W1044.

410-228-8437
www.CompassionPlace.org

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

REAL ESTATE
We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-866-541-7929

SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-56228

www.dental50plus.com/
MDDC #6258

Place AnAd 3% e Convenient

ORDER YOUR CLASSIFIEDS ONLINE!

* Quick
¢ No Waiting, No Calls

¢ Days, Nights & Weekends




Page 26

Bayside Gazette

August 21, 2025

Service

CLEANING SERVICES

DIRECTORY

\VY,

CARPET CARE

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
Grout Cleaning

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

302-436-5652

Famlly Owned and Operated Since 1983

DENTAL

DePalma Dental, ccc

Michael DePalma, D.D.S.
Errin DePalma, D.D.S.

500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3 Phone: 410-641-3222
Berlin, Maryland 21811 www.depalmadental.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES

PARRISH

THE

HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs

“WE DO IT ALL”

* Rooflng Repairs «Rain Gutters * Screening « Stalning
*[Roof Cleaning - Gutter Guards ¢ Painting « Caulking
« Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing ¢
* Deck Repairs ¢

Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured * MHIC 17433
“A Family Tradition Since 1935”

Phil Parrish

Pat Parrish

410-893-9707

HOME IMPROVEMENT
~"  Riysued
B AYS I D E " * Free Estimates
BUILDERS,,

e Locally Owned

e Cleaning Specials
CLEANING SERVICES
Complete Home Improvement Contractor

¢ Roofing
e Maintenance
* NOW OFFERING *
DISPOSAL ROLLOFF SERVICE
Quick Reliable Service 7 Days A Week

410.713.8599

Clean Up Crews Available + 15 & 20 Yard MHICH95214

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

DECKING

Upgrade-Renew-Repair
Composite-Vinyl-Wood
Structural Repair-Cleaning-Staining
Dan Bunyea 443-880-7753

Lic. & Insured
Serving Eastern Shore 25+ Yrs.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PipelLine

Contracting, u.c

Home Improvement Services Company

“One stop shop
for Home
Improvement”

C

I Home Improvement Design & Bertch Cabinet Retail

* Flooring & Tile

* Residential & Commercial

* Servicing Maryland &
Delaware Beaches

US Veterans
Administration
Approved Contractor

* Cabinets & Countertop

« Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

* General Carpentry &
Painting

11312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in Today!

(410) 208-1518 » (410) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net ¢ info@pipelinecontracting.net
MDHIC # 107489 * DE # 2014100304 * Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

* 0 Payments m

* 0 Interest PARADISE

* 12 Months
* Free Estimates  410-430-2583

ROOFING - SIDING

WINDOWS - DOORS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MHIC 114960- Insured- Affordable

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eastern Shore
Home Improvement Services LLC

Home Repair, Maintenance and Millwork

410-600-5243

Blake Fleming, Owner

Veteran Owned and Operated Licensed & Insured, MD # 162919

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Established 1977 wn ls “

Home Improvement, Inc.

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Let’s schedule your Spring & Summer Projects!

We accept MC/Visa
(410) 641-3762
Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured ® MHIC #8465

L
o
P'l"

el
b

Island Care Mental Health ' :

Mary Deborah Wilson
PMHNP

Avoid the Delays

o N Medication & Therapy
¢ MDDE Lic. 410-641-5190

PN = WP '

PAINTING

PAT’S PAINTING IN THE PINES
Reliable and Affordable Painting

SPECIALIZING IN CABINET PAINTING

Delaware ~ Ocean Pines ~ Ocean City ~ Berlin

[/] Drywall Repairs
[] House/Deck Staining [#/] Wallpaper Removal
[/] Custom Painting

410-641-5957

Resident of Ocean Pines

[/] Powerwashing

Free
Estimates

Licensed
& Insured

MOVING SERVICES

The Area’s #1 Moving Gompany
LOCAL . ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial
Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move
Single Item or Certain ltems or Full Home
Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated
www.Facebook.com/ochudgetmovers
40+ Years in Business Licensed & Insured
PAINTING
o * CustoM PAINTING
lmmerman * DRYWALL REPAIRS
* WALLPAPER REMOVED
& SOH LLC * DECK & HOUSE

STAINING
Painting & Powerwashing ~ * ALWAYS PROMPT
Interior & Exterior SERVICE
Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured NOW ACCEPTING
. . . CREDIT CARDS!
10% Discount with this ad. )
VISA | S8

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539  *55y by

MVA LICENSED

VEW TITUEJANDITAG SYANDIMORE NN

| wwu. westaceanc:tytagandtrtle com

JODY PALMISANO 410-_6 29-5600

PIANO TUNING

NICK'S NOTES

PIANO TUNING

Nick French 443-783-8255
Nfrenchti@gmail.com

BaysideOC.com
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PLUMBING PRINTING & DESIGN

We do it all from NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER

ground work to Full Business Center ,&':Eh‘

rough in to final Custom Gifts Sam-5pm

trim & fixtures. Graphic Designs
We Install: Retail Gift Items N Your Rooﬁnsg, Sldllngt (gz.Home émprovement
. Faucets/Sinks ¢ Showers/Tubs/Toilets i i i ( pecralist Since 1959

a:(:u(?;l:,'ﬁc ¥ Water Heaters « Water/Sewer Lines Wedding Print Services |C°pV§e""°' | ROOFING * SIDING * DURADEK * WINDOWS ¢ GUTTERS
MD 62495 « DE 13060 * Insured Winterization Packages * Repairs {7 ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946

. 9240 Peerless Rd. » Bishopville, MD
CALCRORANOLITOUR PLUMB”G ORIGASINEEDS 11065 Cathell Road - Ocean P_mes mmoesle @shoresidingmd.com « www.shoresidingmd.com
410-430-3490 » LMSPlumbingandgas.com 410-208-0641 - copycentral@verizon.net *Licensed in MD, DE &VA

Be prepared before the next power outage.

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

America's #1 Awning

® |nstant shade—at the
touch of a button.

It’s nOt jUSt a generator. ® Enjoy more quality time

° with family and friends. . : { Lok ¥
It’s a power move. . Upt0 10-vear | R

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535.

Call 855-993-0969
to schedule your free quote!

Limited Warranty.

Call1-844-481-2902 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!

GENERAC
)

*Terms and Conditions apply.

America's #1 Awning!

IAWESLEY

FINANCIAL GROUP

2025 Summer

GUTT!
PROTECTION Home Protection Event!

End Cleaning Out Gutters!
LIFETIME

WE CANCEL TIMESHARES Zero Clogged Gutters Guaranteed TRANSFERABLE
_ o WARRANTY'
Many people think they're stuck with their imeshare forever— but that's often not the case. Wesley Financial

Group has helped more than 50,000 families break free from unwanted timeshares, and we may be able to help
you, too. If you were misled, pressured, or deceived during your purchase, you could qualify for cancellation.

How Does the Cancellation Process Work?

m Start with a FREE econsultation to tell us your story.

m [fwe determine your case quallfies, you'll be paired with a specialist to guide you through the process.

¥ without LeafFilter " With LeafFilter

s Our Resolution Department works diligently to cancel your timeshare and help stop related
maintenance faes—permanently.

Promo Code: 285

Thousands of timeshare owners have already found relief through our proven process. You could be just cne

phone call away from peace of mind. Our dedicated team is ready to help. CA L I_ 844.566.3227 F O R A F RE E I N s P E CTI 0 N!

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify: T

Limited time only!*

Call 1.888.984.2917 75% OFF + $250

Installation Discount

*$250 discount (no cash value) is for same-day signing only. This offer cannot be combined with any other promation or offer. Mo obligation estimate valid
for 1year. +5ee representative for full warranty details, See website for alllicense and registration numbers, AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT
e = v : = z HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FLCBCOS667S, 1A C1 27230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHICT 11225, MI262300331, 262300330, 262300329,
Th an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG") and/or its affiliates, successors, or assigns are not lawyers and/or 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IRE10524, MT 2661522, ND 47304, NE 5014524, 5014523, N) 13vH1 3285000, MM 408693, NV 26990, OR 218294,

a law firm and do not engage in the practice of law or provide legal advice or legal representation. Actual results depend on PA PA1T79643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174,0000871, Wa LEAFFLH-763PG, W Mo. 537-DCFRR Wy WWIDS6
each client's distinct case, and no specific outcome is guaranteed.
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E
QUACCINES

::: I;:tsse Flu Shots for Seniors age 65+ F L U

Prevnar 20

RSV - Respiratory Syncytial Virus S E AS 0 N

Shingle Vaccine

COASTAL'DRUG PHARMACY.is offering
«the most convement way to recelve g

ot .‘ ..}. -‘!":"
a / \ARES N {1

g s

JWELCOME
RITE AID

We Accept All Insurances = Delivery Availahle - Open Saturdays

HOMEBOUND?

We will schedule a nurse to come and administer the vaccine. Call for details.

@ 11005 Manklin Meadows Lane #1= Ocean Pines (in front of Headlines Salon) Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm = Sat: 10am-2pm = Sun: Closed

% 410.629-0089 This pharmacy is independently owned and operated under a license from Health Mart Systems, Inc.
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