
(Sept. 18, 2025) Berlin’s popular 
and enduring Fiddler’s Convention 

is back this weekend for its 33rd 
year of bluegrass, folk, and country 
tunes. 

Berlin’s Chamber of Commerce is 
gearing up to host the convention 
on Main Street, which will begin 
Friday at 6 p.m. and conclude at 
around 10 p.m. The festival will con-
tinue into Saturday with music and 

entertainment planned from 11 a.m. 
until 5 p.m.  

Friday night will feature bands 
such as The String Buzzards from 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and The Plate 
Scrapers from 8 p.m. until 10 p.m. 

On Saturday, The High and 
Wides will play from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m., and The Clendenen Brothers, 

a group making their Fiddler’s Con-
vention debut, will perform from 
3:30 p.m. until 5 p.m.  

Garrett Neville, the chamber’s 
president, said that the organization 
affectionately refers to Friday as “a 
good locals’ night.” 
“The street is open later, and shops 

Grass always bluer during   
fiddlin’, pickin’ contests  
at Fiddler’s Convention

Fiddlers rosin up bows for Berlin

Committees 
could be cut 
by OP board 
Heavner cites increasing 
friction between advisory 
panels and their bosses

(Sept. 18, 2025) Several of the ad-
visory committees in Ocean Pines 
that had been tasked with recom-
mending initiatives and community 
improvements to the Board of Direc-
tors may be eliminated later this 
week.   

The Ocean Pines Association has 
numerous committees assigned to as-
sess specific aspects of community 
life and association operations. 

These include the Aquatics Advi-
sory Committee, the Golf Advisory 
Committee, the Recreation and Parks 
Advisory Committee, the Environ-
ment and Natural Assets Committee, 
the Strategic Planning Advisory Com-
mittee, the Bylaws and Resolutions 
Advisory Committee, the Communi-
cations Advisory Committee, the Ma-
rine Activities Advisory Committee, 
the Elections Committee, the Archi-
tectural Review Committee and the 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See HEAVNER Page 8
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DECATUR WALL MURAL CELEBRATED 
Morgan’s Message founder Dona Rodgers was joined by Worcester County Superintendent of Schools Annette Wallace and administrators, teachers 

and student-athletes at Stephen Decatur High School in celebrating the grand opening of the dedication wall behind the stadium. Rodgers was the 

mom of Morgan, a former Division I lacrosse player who died by suicide after a mental health battle linked to a devastating knee injury she suffered.
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Officials celebrate the state 
police’s new Berlin barrack

(Sept. 18, 2025) Back in 2006, 
when Lt. Earl Starner took command 
of the Maryland State Police barrack 
in Berlin, it was already a 30-year-old 
building with limited space, an unre-
liable HVAC system and aging tech-
nology. 

“Something happened during 
those couple of decades: that middle-
aged barrack, it turned into an old 
barrack,” Starner said Tuesday. “And 
you all know what's good about old 
barracks, right? Nothing. Not a 
thing.” 

It took nearly a decade of planning 
and more than two years of construc-
tion, but this week, Starner – now the 
agency’s longest-service barrack 
commander – and other State Police 
officials marked the official opening 
of their gleaming new Berlin barrack, 
beside where the old building had sat 
along Route 50 since 1976.  

Troopers here moved in March 28, 
ahead of the ribbon cutting. A dozen 
of them, in their classic khaki uni-
forms and straw hats, queued behind 
their commander when he rose to 
speak.  

Starner beamed with pride while 
giving credit to his cadre of dedicated 
troopers, for the hours they spend not 
just conducting patrols and making 
arrests, but for helping those in need 
and even taking kids shopping at the 
holidays. 

 “I can't stand up here today and 
talk about this without talking about 
them,” Starner said. “They were re-
ally the favorite part of my story.” 

On a blustery day when flags were 
snapping, dozens of members of law 
enforcement, elected leaders, and 
community members gathered on 
folding chairs under a tent for the 
long-awaited ribbon cutting cere-
mony.  

Leaders hailed the $26.8 million, 
24,000 square foot, state-of-the-art 
facility as a stronger, safer homebase 
that will serve the Lower Shore for 
decades to come.  

“What you see before you today, 
this wonderful new building, did not 
happen overnight,” said Atif 
Chaudhry, secretary of the state De-
partment of General Services, whose 
agency oversees the construction and 
maintenance of facilities like this one. 
“Projects like these are just an idea 
and it takes years of effort to get to 
this point.”  

The guest of honor at Tuesday’s 
ceremony was Maryland Lt. Gov. 
Aruna Miller, who arrived in a motor-
cade led by troopers on motorcycles. 
She thanked the troopers “who put 
on the uniform each day with 
courage, dedication, and with utmost 
professionalism.” 

“Listen,” she told the audience, 
“I'm a civil engineer, and there's 
nothing more that feels like music to 
my ears than a project that is built on 
time and on budget.” 

Replacement plans started form-
ing nine years ago, Starner said, when 
he sat down with an architect to 
sketch out ideas for a new barracks. 
After an April 2023 groundbreaking, 
they fought off curveballs along the 
way like the COVID-19 pandemic, 
bad weather, and even bad soil.  

Starner also traveled extensively to 
Cumberland, where the State Police 
had built their most recent new bar-

BRIAN SHANE/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Maryland State Police moved into a brand-new Berlin barrack earlier this year, pictured, to replace the former facility, which officials say was long since outdated.

Updated facility, finished  
earlier this year, will better 
serve the law enforcement 
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

See NEW Page 6
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usually stay open later as well,” he 
said.  

Also included in the two-day 
lineup is a contest for amateur musi-
cians on Saturday from 1:30 p.m. 
until 3 p.m. The performers will have 
the opportunity to showcase their tal-
ent, and a judge has been selected to 
determine the winners. 

Entries are still open for youth and 
adult categories, said David Fitzger-
ald, the chamber’s incoming presi-
dent.  

Chamber officials said that they 
are expecting 2,000 to 3,000 atten-
dees on Saturday alone. Food trucks 
will be on-site for residents and visi-
tors to grab lunch and dinner, and 
beer and wine tickets can be pur-
chased from the commerce organiza-
tion at the event. Around 20 vendors 
are slated for the second day of the 
festival.  

New this year is the event’s stage 
placement. Neville said that on Fri-
day night, the platform will be situ-
ated in its traditional spot near 
Sterling Tavern. On Saturday, it will 
be parked in the center of town.  

The Fiddler’s Convention is a 
Berlin tradition that has spanned 
decades. Fitzgerald noted that due to 
its popularity and scale, planning for 
the event begins up to one year in ad-

vance.  
“We will probably, even this week-

end, start our 2026 planning because 
I’m sure these bands will ask about 
coming back, or they will give us their 
availability for next year,” the official 
said.  

The Fiddler’s Convention is free to 
attend, with food, beverages, and al-
cohol available for sale. The festival 

benefits the town by bringing busi-
ness to its shops. Furthermore, pro-
ceeds from the beer and wine tickets 
will directly go back into the Berlin 
Chamber of Commerce, allowing the 
group to continue hosting its lineup 
of events.  

The commerce team is looking for-
ward to this weekend and ensuring 
the longstanding and beloved con-

vention goes off without a hitch.  
“The convention continues the tra-

dition that a lot of people have come 
to expect as far as good fiddler music 
here on Main Street,” Neville said. 
“Like most of our events, it’s good 
family fun, good music, good food, 
good vendors, and another reason to 
come and explore cool small-town 
America.”  

STEVE GREEN/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Music appreciators listen to a live folk performance at last year’s Fiddler’s Convention on Main Street.

Good time downtown with strings attached
Continued from Page 1
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New state police 
building in Berlin 
a needed upgrade

rack. He would often drive 4.5 hours 
each way to observe the build, take 
notes, and to figure out what worked 
and what didn’t.   

Upgrades over the old building in-
clude a perimeter fence, a sally port, 
and a regional training room. Bunk 
rooms will provide overnight accom-
modations for troopers and a 4,400-
square-foot garage will house the 
barrack’s 50-vehicle fleet. 

Modern technology is also a hall-
mark of the new building, including 
electronic keycard entry and server 
space for storing bodycam footage. 
It’ll also house a spacious new crime 
lab staffed with full-time investiga-
tors that will serve as a forensics hub 
for toxicology, fingerprinting, and 
ballistics. 

Another custom touch was in-
spired by the building’s formal title of 
Barrack “V” – all 24 State Police bar-
racks are categorized by a letter of the 
alphabet – as bricks from the old bar-
racks were saved after its demolition 
in early May to form a “V” in the con-
crete sidewalk at the new entrance, 
near its “2025” cornerstone. 

It was decided the new barracks 
would be built adjacent to the site of 
the former one, just 8 feet apart, to 
maintain operations during the even-
tual changeover. But unlike the old 
building, which was set back from the 
highway and hard to see through the 
woods, the new one sits right at the 
edge of the highway, its brick arcade 
and columns front and center. 

State Police Superintendent Col. 
Ronald Butler said that kind of im-
proved visibility makes for a powerful 
recruiting tool, while giving a nod to 
troopers who are now upgrading 
from a much smaller facility.   

“You’ll never know the level of 
thanks that a trooper has for this in-
stallation when they pull in at three 
o'clock in the morning, and just want 
to take a moment, to take a deep 
breath and smile about what's ahead 
of them,” Butler said. “We look for-
ward to seeing you take it to the next 
level.”

Continued from Page 3
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Upcoming book launch will 
feature work by Shore writer

(Sept. 18, 2025) A true story of ad-
venture and family history come to-
gether in a soon-to-be published 
book by an Eastern Shore author, 
who will preside over a launch party 
at the Atlantic Hotel in Berlin. 

On Sunday, Sept. 28, from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m local author Barbara Lock-
hart will meet her readers and sign 
copies of her new book, “Half Pass 
Six.” Per Lockhart’s official website, 
the work is described as the writer’s 
“memoir and biography of her father, 
who was on board during the famous 
expedition to the South Seas by 
William Beebe in 1925.”  

“Half Pass Six” is set to release on 
Tuesday, Sept. 23 by regional com-
pany Secant Publishing. The book is 
available now for preorder on Ama-
zon.  

Lockhart’s story recounts the ex-
ploits of her father, Willi Rohrbein, a 
young boy struggling in a post-World 
War I Germany, who, in 1925, gets 
the chance to work as a mess boy on 
a scientific expedition led by Beebe, 
an explorer, marine biologist, and or-
nithologist. 

The trip included discovering and 
cataloging thousands of new plant 
and animal specimens, exploring the 
ocean, and, according to the book’s 
official description on Amazon, “seal 
the case for Darwin’s theory of evolu-
tion.”  

In 1958, the synopsis continues, 
Rohrbein, now a Long Island, New 
York resident and a legal United 
States citizen, receives an original 
edition of “The Arcturus Adventure,” 
a bestseller published in 1926 by 
Beebe as a Christmas gift from his 
daughter.  

“[Rohrbein] had always admired, 
almost worshipped Beebe, but had 
little comprehension of the scientific 
breakthroughs happening on a 
weekly, sometimes daily and hourly, 
basis, in the Galapagos expedition 
that Beebe led and [Rohrbein] served 
as mess boy,” the summary reads. 

“Now [Rohrbein] gets it, as he 
spends his evenings reading slowly 
chapter by chapter, reliving old sights 
and episodes as if they had happened 
only yesterday and realizing for the 
first time why they were significant.”  

Residents and visitors of Berlin 
and the surrounding areas are invited 
to the book launch on Sept. 28. Here, 
Lockhart will greet readers and sign 
copies of her historical and personal 
story.  

“I have been meaning to write this 
book probably all my life, and I finally 
got to it,” the writer said. “These were 

stories over the kitchen table…As I 
got older, I started to realize the im-
portance of [Beebe’s] expedition and 
what it meant to the sciences, but also 
to my father. It changed his life, and 
it changed my life.”  

The author was born in New York, 
but is a longtime Eastern Shore resi-
dent, having moved to the area 
around 1968. Lockhart lives in 
Dorchester County. Here, she served 
25 years as a kindergarten teacher, 
and now spends her time writing 
books, many of which focus on East-
ern Shore history.  

Previous works include “Eliza-
beth’s Field,” a story about a free 
black population living on Mary-
land’s Eastern Shore, an area known 
for being the birthplace of Harriet 
Tubman. Lockhart said she was in-
spired by the fact that a free black 
woman owned her farm in Dorch-
ester.  

“Elizabeth’s Field,” published in 
2013, won a silver medal in the Inde-
pendent Publisher Book Awards for 
Regional Fiction.  

Additionally, Lockhart has written 
two collections of short stories, as 
well as her first novel, released in 
2002, “Requiem for a Summer Cot-
tage,” which is set on Maryland’s 
Eastern Shore in the 1970s and 
1980s.  

Furthermore, Lockhart has au-
thored children’s books, including 
“Once a Pony Time at Chincoteague.”   

Lockhart’s work has been cele-
brated for its excellence. The author 
has received two Maryland Arts 
Council Awards for excerpts from 
“Requiem for a Summer Cottage,” as 
well as sections from her short sto-
ries. Another of her short story collec-
tions, “The Night is Young,” was 
nominated as a Finalist in the Na-
tional Indie Excellence Awards. 

Lockhart’s family is entrenched in 
the arts. According to Ron Sauder, 
publisher at Secant, the author’s son, 
Paul Lockhart, sculpted the marlin 
that greets Ocean City tourists once 
they make it across the Route 50 
bridge. Lynne Lockhart, the writer’s 
daughter, is a successful painter in 
Worcester County who prioritizes 
local scenes.  

Lockhart added that her youngest 
son is musically gifted and, for a long 
time, had a regular gig playing the 
guitar in Ocean City. 

“Half Pass Six” will be available for 
purchase next week, followed by a 
book launch in downtown Berlin on 
Sept. 28. Secant Publishing, an inde-
pendent publishing company that 
takes on stories and authors with a 
connection to the region, is the offi-
cial publisher of the work.  

Lockhart’s new book is currently 
available for preorder at 
https://www.amazon.com/Half-
Pass-Six/dp/B0FJ8VSB81/. 

Atlantic Hotel event will 
highlight local author’s new 
book of science and family 
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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Budget and Finance Committee.  
Now, some of these groups could be 

disbanded per a motion to be put for-
ward at the OPA Board of Directors 
meeting this Saturday. If passed, these 
groups would be eliminated, save for 
the Elections Committee, the Architec-
tural Review Committee, and the 
Budget and Finance Committee.  

In a memorandum to the committee 
chairs obtained by The Bayside 
Gazette, Director Jeff Heavner advises 
them that he plans to call for a vote on 
terminating the majority of the advi-
sory committees.  

Heavner’s letter explains that he be-
lieves the committees no longer serve 
OPA as they once did.  

Per the community’s governing doc-
uments, the board is authorized to es-
tablish advisory committees “as may be 
necessary to, or convenient in, the As-
sociation’s discharging [of its] duties.”  

Heavner’s memorandum says these 
groups must take direction from the 
board and provide requested advice to 
the board and, under Resolution C-01, 
“are encouraged to provide recommen-
dations to the board that will ‘enhance 
the management and functioning of 
the Association.’”  

Heavnor maintains that while vol-
unteerism is recognized and ap-
plauded, it is no longer necessary in an 
advisory capacity, particularly because 
OPA’s management and departmental 
team has “grown in size and in depth of 
talent and capability,” ultimately ren-
dering the committees redundant. 

The friction between the board and 
the advisory groups has reached a 
flashpoint, according to Heavner’s let-
ter, which says committees are often 
left frustrated when their ideas are 
deemed unfeasible or do not align with 
the priorities of the community’s man-
agement team and elected officials.  

The director notes that this some-
times hostile climate has led to conflict 
among committees, the board, and 
management.  

“The lines of communication be-
tween the committees and the board 
and/or management have become in-
efficient and strained,” Heavner’s letter 
reads.  

The director argues that ad hoc 
groups would be better suited for the 
community at this time. These teams 
can gather when needed to focus on as-
signed missions, rather than hold reg-
ular meetings in which they search for 
projects that may not be in sync with 
the neighborhood’s strategies.  

Heavner will propose eliminating 
the existing committees at a public 
board meeting this week. The board 
will be required to vote on the action 
item and a majority of the directors 
must concur with Heavnor for any-
thing to happen. 

Residents will have the chance to 
speak at the upcoming neighborhood 
assembly on this situation or other un-
related issues.  

Heavnor maintains that three com-

mittees will be exempt from the mo-
tion: “the Election Committee (which 
serves an important governance-re-
lated role and has required status 
under the OPA Bylaws); the Architec-
tural Review Committee (which is re-
quired under the OPA Declarations 
and serves the important role of formu-
lating ARC Guidelines for Board con-
sideration and considering and acting 
on permit and variance requests from 
members); and the Budget and Fi-
nance Committee (the existence of 
which derives from Bylaw section 9.04 
and which has a narrow, clear, and an-
nually recurring role in assisting with 
the preparation of the annual 
budget).”  

Heavner’s memorandum has 
sparked outrage on social media.  

“This proposal isn’t just a procedural 
tweak: it’s a fundamental shift that 
threatens homeowner engagement, 
transparency, and the collaborative 
spirit that built Ocean Pines,” wrote 
resident Amy Peck on the Facebook 
page Ocean Pines ROC.  

“We must speak up,” she continued. 
“If passed, this motion tells every 
homeowner: ‘Your voice doesn’t mat-
ter.’ It concentrates power, dismantles 
decades of collaboration, and under-
mines the inclusive governance we all 
deserve.”   

Heavner’s proposed motion is not 
the first time committees have been 
questioned. In April 2024, OPA’s 
Board of Directors voted 6-1 to disband 
the Racquet Sports Advisory Commit-
tee. The decision came following 
months of disputes between the group 
and the HOA’s governing body. 

Most notably, the volunteer team 
claimed that the old building at the 
paddle sports complex contained mold 
in an apparent attempt to persuade the 
directors to construct an entirely new 
facility.  

The community initiated an evalua-
tion, which revealed, after $10,000 
spent on labor, supplies, and services, 
that no mold was present within the 
structure. Soon after, the Racquet 
Sports Advisory Committee was termi-
nated.  

Heavner maintained in his recent 
memorandum that while he sees the 
value in the committees, they no longer 
productively serve Ocean Pines.  

“I am making this motion after care-
ful consideration and in furtherance of 
my fiduciary duties, which I take very 
seriously, and also in furtherance of 
what I believe to be in the best interests 
of the Association,” his letter concluded. 
“I am also doing so with due respect for 
the volunteer service your respective 
Committees have generously provided, 
for which I am thankful.”  

The meeting where the motion will 
be voted upon is set for 9 a.m. on Sat-
urday at the Ocean Pines Golf Course 
Clubhouse. The Ocean Pines ROC 
Facebook page urges residents to make 
their voices heard at the gathering. 
Public comments are permitted only to 
those who attend in person.

Continued from Page 1
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(Sept. 18, 2025) A Berlin stormwa-
ter management code that requires 
property developers to obtain ease-
ments from downstream neighbors to 
build up a lot could be amended, per 
a recommendation by the town’s 
planning commission.  

Current municipality standards 
maintain that if stormwater flows 
onto an existing property, the new 
project’s developers are mandated to 
secure easements from that site’s 
owner. 

According to Sharon Cruz, a civil 
engineer with firm Davis, Bowen & 
Friedel, as it stands, Berlin’s rules 
dictate that, “if a stormwater man-
agement plan involves direction of 
some or all runoff off of the site, it is 
the responsibility of the developer to 
obtain from adjacent property own-
ers, any easements or other necessary 
property interest concerning flowage 
of water. Approval of a stormwater 
management plan does not create or 
affect any right to direct runoff onto 
adjacent property without the prop-
erty owner’s permission.”  

That rule could now be adjusted. 
The planning commission’s basis for 
its recommendation for staff review 
is that even in the case where devel-
opment of a property does not create 

additional runoff, another nearby 
owner may still deny the required 
easement and thus halt the new ini-
tiative from moving forward.  

“I’m fearful as a precedent, a smart 
investor could just start buying ran-
dom lots around town and holding 
future developers hostage,” said 
Commission Chair Matthew Stoehr.  

Stoehr’s fellow committee mem-
bers agreed.  

The topic came up during a project 
presentation on Wednesday, Sept. 10. 
The endeavor evaluated at that meet-
ing had been previously reviewed by 
the Berlin Planning Commission but 
came before the group again with a 
minimized version to comply with the 
stormwater easement code.  

Last week, the Berlin Planning 
Commission reviewed the prelimi-
nary plans to subdivide an existing 
parcel on Bay Street, west of Bottle 
Branch Road, into four residential 
lots. Property owner Eric Davis and 
Jason Lindsey, an engineer with At-
lantic Group and Associates, pre-
sented the new design.  

The project was originally to in-
clude several duplexes. Now, the ap-
proximately 2.8-acre parcel will be 
divided into four separate lots: Lot 1, 
8,948 square feet; Lot 2, 8,700 
square feet; Lot 3, 12,112 square feet; 
and Lot 4, 92,605 square feet.  

Davis said that with the new setup, 
he could likely get away with building 
one small duplex. There are also 
three failing structures on the land, 
currently located on Lot 1, Lot 3, and 
Lot 4. The owner added that he may 
be able to remodel these facilities for 
some type of use.  

The scope of the multi-duplex 
work was revised and reduced due to 
the town’s stormwater code, Lindsey 
said. According to the engineer, the 
developers were informed that to 
move forward, they needed to obtain 
an easement from the nearby Decatur 
Farms neighborhood to discharge 
stormwater onto their property.  

Lindsey added that his team was 
able to reduce the 10-year peak dis-
charge rate and match the regulatory 
standard of a two-year discharge rate. 
The duplex development would not 
increase the amount of stormwater 
Decatur Farms receives, as it would be 
considered a natural flow. Even with 
the modified flow rate, Decatur Farms' 
eight-person homeowners association 
board denied the request, ultimately 
stopping the owner’s original intent 
for the property in its tracks.  

The new plans are allowable with-
out permission from an adjacent 
property owner, so long as each lot’s 
development does not exceed 5,000 
square feet of disturbance, which the 
owner and engineers maintain they 
will not hit with the modified scope of 
work.  

This scaled-down version and par-
cel subdivision were preliminarily ap-
proved by the Berlin Planning 
Commission last week. The plans will 

be eligible for final approval once en-
gineering, stormwater, and utility re-
views are finalized.  

Davis indicated that if the town 
standard were to be adjusted to allow 
for his initial duplex design, he would 
consider revitalizing those efforts. 
For now, the developer will move for-
ward with the reduced variation.  

While this project will likely be 
amended to comply with the runoff 
code, the commission has asked that 
town staff take a look at the guide-
lines to protect future developments.  

“I care about your project, but also 
the next 50,” Stoer said, addressing 
Davis.  

Cruz said that discussions would 
begin at the staff level “to evaluate the 
code for compliance with state regu-
lations, because obviously, any storm 
water information in your code has to 
first and foremost comply with the 
state stormwater regulations.”  

She continued, “And then, with the 
internal discussions, moving forward 
with, ‘What are the implications of 
the code as it is written now?’ And are 
there ways to clarify the code for bet-
ter information for any potential de-
velopers with projects and their 
engineers?”  

No timeline for these conversa-
tions was decided last week. The 
commission has simply requested 
that they eventually take place.  

“A business owner or an HOA, 
they’re just going to say no,” Stoehr 
said. “They have almost zero to gain. 
That’s my concern. That all future de-
velopments have this issue hanging 
over their head.”  

Page 10 Bayside Gazette September 18, 2025

Runoff code’s impact worrisome, group says 
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

Marine Debris Plunder set 
for Sunday in Ocean Pines

(Sept. 18, 2025) The Maryland 
Coastal Bays Program and the Ocean 
Pines community will host this Sunday 
the annual Marine Debris Plunder. 

From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Captain Jack 
and his crew of volunteers will be at 
the White Horse Park boat ramp wait-
ing for volunteers to bring debris col-
lected out of our waterways. 

Both boaters and land-based volun-
teers are encouraged to join the 
cleanup effort. Gather collected debris 
and bring it to the Ocean Pines White 
Horse Park Boat Ramp for a weigh-in. 
Captain Jack Sparrow and his pirate 
crew will assist with the weigh-in and 
ensure proper disposal of the debris. 

Preregistration is encouraged and 
can be completed online at the Mary-
land Coastal Bays Program website, 
www.mdcoastalbays.org, or by con-
tacting Sandi Smith at mcbp@md-
coastalbays.org. 

Thanks to a sponsorship from Ron 
Jon Surf Shop, supply packets can be 
picked up at the Yacht Club Marina or 

the MCBP office on a pre-arranged 
date, or at the boat ramp the day of the 
event. 

Participants who bring their col-
lected debris to the weigh-in will re-
ceive an event T-shirt, while supplies 
last. 

The goal of this event is to engage 
the community in cleaning up our wa-
terways and streets and to collect data 
on the debris. Participants will be 
asked to fill out data sheets, which will 
be used for an outreach campaign next 
year to remind visitors of the impor-
tance of keeping local waterways 
clean. 

Boaters will receive specific instruc-
tions on identifying marine debris and 
avoiding live traps, as crabbing season 
is in effect. It is illegal to tamper with 
live traps.  

Boaters are encouraged to collect 
abandoned and derelict crab pots, 
which often become ghost pots that 
trap and kill marine life, including 
crabs, terrapins, otters, and fish.

To reserve tickets, delawaregardens.org
30220 Piney Neck Road | Dagsboro, DE 19939

Open Thursday - Sunday • 9am - 4pm
Adults - $15 • Children 16 & Under - Free

Guided Tours Available • Additional $10
Make Reservations Online

Stroll through our meadow
filled with butterflies & birds.
Wander down the woodland
trails finding art & inspiration
along the way.

Experience NatureExperience Nature

Meadow Tour
Friday, October 10 
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Free with Garden Admission



(Sept. 12, 2025) In one West 
Ocean City neighborhood, a fight 
over parking spaces has escalated 
into a bitter battle over short-term 
rentals, with residents now threaten-
ing to haul their homeowners associ-
ation into court. 

Worcester County last month no-
tified 16 owners in The Landings at 
Bayside community along Route 611 
that their short-term rental licenses 
were being revoked, because they 
were out of compliance with parking 
rules by not providing a third parking 
space to renters. The letter to owners 
also said their original rental licenses 
had been issued in error by county 
staff.  

Some owners then reached out to 
their management company, Legum 
& Norman, which led to the HOA’s 
board of directors sending out a note 
that licenses were pulled because of 
the parking issue. 

However, in a three-page letter 
shared with OC Today-Dispatch on 
Sept. 4, two dozen residents from 15 
households allege the conflict was the 
fault of the homeowners association. 
They specifically said it was the 
HOA’s board of directors that created 
the problem when they raised the 
complaint with the county – allegedly 
as a way to target and weed out short-
term rental properties. 

“Homeowners purchased their 
properties with the reasonable expec-
tation… that the common area park-
ing facilities sufficiently meet the 
requirements for all permissible uses, 
including short-term rentals,” the let-
ter says. “Short-term rentals have 
been an integral part of this commu-
nity for 20 years.” 

According to the zoning code, for 
any unit to be rented on a short-term 
basis – that’s 28 days or fewer – it 
must provide an additional off-street 
parking space beyond the two re-

quired. The rule applies only to 
homes built after January 1, 2020, 
which affects nearly all the recently 
built townhouses in The Landings, 
county officials have stated.  

Zoning officials in Snow Hill said 
the issue could be resolved quickly if 
the HOA would assign parking spaces 
for short-term rentals, because the 
board of directors under HOA rules 
controls all parking areas and can as-
sign spaces if needed.  

But residents allege the board did-
n’t do this and failed to ask home-
owners for input. They say the county 
never had a problem with parking be-
fore, that HOA acted in bad faith and 
against the community’s best inter-
est, and their actions were “premedi-
tated to circumvent the bylaws 
process” for short-term rental restric-
tions.  

“The Board’s deliberate obstruc-
tion of access to common area park-
ing spaces, despite its clear authority 
and responsibility to solve the issue it 
created, appears calculated to further 
a clandestine agenda aimed at pro-
hibiting short-term rentals,” the let-
ter says. 

Further, the board may have vio-
lated state open meetings require-
ments for HOAs by not convening a 
meeting to solicit resident or home-
owner input, the residents say in the 
letter, noting that bylaws say HOA 
and board meetings shall be open to 
members. 

Now, citing the state condo-
minium and homeowners association 
laws, the homeowners are demand-
ing a resolution from their HOA 
within 30 days, by assigning parking 
if necessary. They also are asking for 

the board to find a permanent solu-
tion within three months to ensure 
homeowners can still do short-term 
rentals if they so wish. 

Residents – who privately have 
said their fight isn’t with the county – 
say they’ll file a complaint with the 
Maryland Attorney General’s office 
for breach of duty. They’re also pre-
pared to file a lawsuit against not only 
the board of directors but its individ-
ual members to force compliance, 
seek damages, and recover attorney’s 
fees.  

Property management company 
Legum & Norman did send a note to 
residents, offering refunds for can-
celed rentals as a result of homeown-
ers losing their rental licenses. The 
company did not respond to an email 
request for comment sent Wednes-
day. 
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Rental permit issue sparks resident outrage
Some community members 
threatening lawsuit against 
HOA in rental license feud
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer
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RacetrackOC.com 

TRAILERS • TRAILER HITCHES • PARTS & REPAIRS

RACETRACK AUTO & TIRE CENTER 
10436 Racetrack Road, Berlin 

410-641-5262  
RACETRACK MARINE & BOAT SALES 

10438 Racetrack Road, Berlin 
410-641-5204  

RACETRACK AUTO & BODY SHOP 
10834 Ocean Gateway, Berlin 

410-641-3200

“The Place That Does It All”

Need Automotive, Body or Marine Repair? 
Visit One of Our 3 Locations:

$10 OFF 
Cannot be combined with other discounts. Exp. 9/30/25

COOLANT FLUSH

FREE With Purchase of Oil, Lube & Filter 
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$10 OFF 
Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 9/30/25

MD. STATE INSPECTION 
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REGULAR 
$120

Complete Diagnostics and Programming

Custom Exhaust • Major or Minor Repairs

24-Hour Towing

ASE-Certified Technicians
Complete Auto Body Shop

Join Our VIP CLUB
EVERY 6TH OIL CHANGE

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 
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AUTO DETAILING 
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OC LIONS DONATION 
The Ocean City Lions Club donated $1,000 to the Ocean City Museum Society’s 11th Annual Storm 

Warriors 5K Run Walk scheduled for Nov. 8. Monies raised help preserve the 1891 Ocean City Life 

Saving Station and support the Museum of Ocean City. Pictured are Curator Christine Okerblom 

and OC Lion Jeff Facello

Purnell Crossing looking to 
add 20 homes in next phase

(Sept. 18, 2025) The Berlin Planning 
Commission last week reviewed pre-
liminary subdivision plans for the con-
struction of phase five of a development 
project at Purnell Crossing South.  

Troy Purnell, property owner, and 
attorney Mark Cropper went before the 
municipality's planning commission 
last Wednesday seeking preliminary 
blessing for the subdivision of land off 
Prospect Drive. 

The commission signed off on the 
initiative's initial design. Final approval, 
which includes the review of utility, 
landscaping, and other required plans, 
must be obtained through a subsequent 
application and review process. 

The original Purnell Crossing 
Planned Unit Development was green-
lit in the early 2000s, and the land in-
tended for phase five has always been 
denoted as space for future develop-
ment. 

Last week, the Berlin Planning Com-
mission heard the preliminary plans to 
divide this property into three parcels 
for eventual construction. Purnell 
maintained that he is unsure if he will 
sell the area or build it up himself. Still, 
a designated setup will allow Purnell to 
either move forward with construction 

or relinquish the space.  
Currently, Purnell said that he plans 

to construct 20 single-family homes on 
the property, assuming he doesn’t put 
the site on the market. 

The land will be divided into three 
parcels: one being an extension of the 
existing roadway, which, once com-
pleted, will be turned over to the Town 
of Berlin, as well as the water and sewer 
lines underneath. A second parcel 
would be used for the proposed 20 sin-
gle-family homes, and a third a section 
would be used for stormwater manage-
ment, likely to include a pond and 
drainage area.  

“We need to go ahead and establish 
this now to go forward,” Purnell said. 
“We are very, very close as far as design 
drawings, construction drawings, and 
everything else.”  

Once the development is complete, 
the repairs to the roads and sewer 
would be the responsibility of the Town 
of Berlin. As for stormwater manage-
ment, an association agreement will be 
set up that dictates that all the owners 
will share in any maintenance fees or 
future costs.  

Last week’s review was strictly pre-
liminary. The commission will hear the 
project once again at a later date for 
final site plan approval. 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

For Visitor and Guest Tickets Call 410-641-4311 
or Email office@templebatyam-oc.org

2025/5786

HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES 2025

Monday, Sept. 22, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 23, 10 a.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 1, 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 2, 10 a.m.
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(Sept. 18, 2025) The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers could be on its 
way to securing a new dredging vessel 
to maintain navigation channels on 
the East Coast, including the Ocean 
City Inlet.  

On Tuesday, Rep. Andy Harris (R-
1st) announced the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed the Energy 
and Water Development Appropria-
tions Act of 2026, which earmarks 
$375 million for coastal storm protec-
tion and beach management and $50 
million in new funding to replace the 
Currituck, one of two dredge vessels 
in the Army Corps fleet without a pri-
vate industry equivalent.  

Worcester County Chief Adminis-
trative Officer Weston Young ap-
plauded the news this week, as county 
leaders have continued to advocate 
for the maintenance of the inlet and 
the need for another dredge vessel.  

“We truly appreciate the congress-
man’s efforts with this funding,” he 
said. “The shoaling within the Ocean 
City Inlet creates navigational hazards 
for our commercial and recreational 
vessels, making the continued main-
tenance dredging one of the county’s 
federal priorities. 

“The Currituck has done amazing 
work over the years but has clearly 
reached the end of its useful life. We 
are aware there are other steps to se-
cure this funding, however we remain 
optimistic, as this benefits multiple 
states up and down the East Coast.” 

This week’s announcement comes 
eight months after Ted Elder, presi-
dent of the Worcester County Com-
missioners, sent a letter to Harris, 
sharing the need for an additional 
dredge vessel on the East Coast. 

In his correspondence, he noted 
that both the Currituck and the dredge 
Murden were scheduled for repairs 
during the summer, just as fishing ac-
tivity hit its peak in Ocean City. 

“With that in mind, we urge you to 
consider allocating federal funding to 
study the need for a third dredge ves-
sel for the East Coast, as availability of 
the two existing vessels is always in 
doubt with natural disasters and dry 
dock maintenance requirements for 
the aging vessels,” he wrote in his 
January letter. 

“It is only through the assistance 
from your office that we've been able 
to get the dredge vessels here enough 
to keep the channels here navigable. 
Continual entreaties for dredging 
wouldn't be necessary if there was a 
third dredge vessel serving the re-
gion.” 

The importance of available dredge 
vessels became clear earlier this sum-
mer, when the commissioners 
pressed the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers to perform emergency dredging 
in the inlet ahead of the White Marlin 
Open. 

The federal agency ended up send-
ing the dredge vessel Merritt from 
North Carolina to complete the work, 
as both the Currituck and Murden 
were undergoing repairs. 

Harris’ office announced the fed-
eral appropriation this week, saying 
that funding will address urgent 
shoaling concerns in Maryland’s wa-
terways. Harris joined a coalition of 
representatives from coastal states to 
secure funds for a new U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers dredging vessel. 

“For too long, critical dredging 
projects have been slowed due to the 
age and maintenance demands of 
Dredge Currituck. My language will 
ensure the prompt replacement of 
Dredge Currituck and deliver a long-
term solution needed to sustain 
coastal economies up and down the 
East Coast,” Harris said in a news re-
lease. 

“Before leaving office, Senator Ben 
Cardin urged me to ensure this long-
needed project finally became a real-
ity after years of unsuccessful 
attempts to secure a new dredge ves-
sel. I’m proud to have led the effort 
that brought this project to comple-
tion for Maryland and the entire East 
Coast.”
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Federal bill includes funds 
for new bay dredging vessel
By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor
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NEW MEMBER INDUCTED 
On Sept. 10, Susie Yovanno was inducted as the newest member of the Kiwanis Club of Greater 

Ocean Pines-Ocean City. Pictured, from left, are Susie’s sponsor John Hulit, Susie and Kiwanis Club 

President Tom Southwell. .
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Delaware Learning Institute is now

The Salon Professional Academy
Nothing is changing about the school you know and love - 

it’s all about our updated name and look.

Classes Now Forming
Now Taking Transfer Students

“Duchess for a Day”
only $43

Enjoy a haircut, facial, manicure, pedicure,
conditioning treatment and blow dry.

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSONCoupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials. Expires 9/30/25

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSONCoupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials. Expires 9/30/25

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSONCoupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials. Expires 9/30/25

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSONCoupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials. Expires 9/30/25

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSONCoupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials. Expires 9/30/25

$5 OFF
Full Set of Acrylic Nails

$5 OFF
1 Hour Facial

Free Makeup
with Any Color Service

$50.00
Hydroderm Facial Treatment

NEW

• Cosmetology
• Master Barbering
• Teacher Training

• Aesthetics
• Manicuring
• Advanced Education

Next Class Starts September/October
Call (302) 207-4021 for more information

Call Today to Book
Your Appointment!

All the same services
as your favorite

salon/spa at a fraction
of the cost.

All services are performed
under the supervision of

Delaware Licensed Instructors.

32448 Royal Blvd., Suite A
Dagsboro, DE 19939

302.732.6704
www.tspadelaware.com

Financial Aid available to those who qualify

302-539-1839
inlandbaysgardencenter.com

38320 Muddy Neck Road (2 miles from Bethany Beach) 

Open Mon-Sat 9-5pm/ Sun 10-3pm

MUM’S THE WORD...
Jazz Berry Pink
Cranberry Red

Key Lime Green
Milkshake Coconut
Pumpkin Pie Orange

Sundance Yellow
Tabitha Scarlet Red

Wicked Purple
Beverly Bronze

...BUT NOT THE 
ONLY ONE

ASTERS    PANSIES    VIOLAS
CABBAGE    KALE

NATIVE PLANTS
Largest Selection

on DelMarva

octodaydispatch.com | baysideoc.com

Your communitY 
online
Your communitY 
online
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Deputies honored for heroic car fire rescue

(Sept. 18, 2025) From a short dis-
tance in the dark of night, the fire on the 
highway appears only as a bright, flick-
ering glow on the grainy police body-
cam footage.  

Only as the sheriff’s deputy hustles 
closer does the video become clear: 
stopped in the road, there’s a car on fire 
– and it’s right next to a tanker truck. 

“There’s people trapped in the vehi-
cle! Vehicle’s on fire!” Worcester 
County Sheriff’s Deputy First Class 
Mark Shayne can be heard telling a 
state trooper, who hands him a fire ex-
tinguisher over a guardrail. “We need 
help up here!” 

Shayne runs toward the blaze, pulls 
the extinguisher pin, and sprays the 
firefighting foam over the engulfed 
sedan. “All right, we’re coming!” he calls 
to the driver. “Get’ em out, get ‘em out!” 

He was joined by Deputy Earl Buffa, 
who freed the driver from her seatbelt 
and can be seen on camera, hands 
under her arms, dragging her away to a 
safe distance.  

For their actions in saving the life of 
the driver, Gov. Wes Moore last week 
presented Shayne and Buffa with com-
mendations for valor. They accepted 
their awards Sept. 8 in Ocean City dur-
ing an annual conference of Maryland 
sheriffs and police chiefs at the Ashore 

hotel. 
“Today’s honorees are the best of our 

state, the ones who run toward danger 
when others run from it,” Moore said in 
a statement.  

The governor also honored two 
deputies from Howard County who 
saved a mother and child from an 
armed assailant, as well as Maryland 
Transportation Authority Police officers 
who saved lives when Baltimore’s Key 
Bridge collapsed in March 2024. 

In a video released by the sheriff’s of-
fice that included the bodycam footage 

from the night of Aug. 24, 2024, Shayne 
says he and Buffa were dispatched for 
the report of a vehicle versus tanker 
truck collision on eastbound Route 50 
between Racetrack Road and Seahawk 
Road.  

“Honestly, there was so much fire, I 
didn’t think there was anybody alive in 
that car,” he said. “Then, my [shift] 
partner, he went up to the car and actu-
ally said there was somebody alive in-
side.” 

Buffa said his first thought was how 
to get the woman out of the car while 

avoiding getting burned himself by the 
flames. “At that point,” he said, “It all 
went blank and I just put her life ahead 
of ours.” 

The sheriff’s office says both 
deputies sustained and were treated for 
severe burns, with Shayne suffering 
burns to his head and Buffa on his 
arms.  

“It was definitely an eye-opening ex-
perience and it kind of shows, like, in 
the moment, you put somebody’s else’s 
life above yours and it kind of makes 
you happy in the end,” Buffa added.

By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

PHOTO COURTESY GOVERNOR’S OFFICE 
Worcester County Sheriff’s Deputies Mark Shayne and Earl Buffa (center, with ribbons) were honored Monday in Ocean City by (from left) Malik Aziz, 

president of the Maryland Chiefs of Police Association, Maryland Governor Wes Moore, Worcester County Sheriff Matt Crisafulli and Sheriff Jim 

DeWees of Carroll County, who heads the Maryland Sheriff’s Association.

LocalCrabcakes.comLocalCrabcakes.com
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Free flu clinics planned for next few weeks
(Sept. 18, 2025) Atlantic General 

Hospital will host free flu clinics at 
various locations throughout Worces-
ter County that are open to anyone 
age 12 and up (individuals under age 
18 must bring a parent or legal 
guardian to sign consent).  

Trivalent flu shots and high-dose 
“senior” flu shots will be available at all 
events unless otherwise noted. Please 
see below for more information: 

• Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025, from 
5:30 to 8 p.m. at the John H. ‘Jack’ 
Burbage, Jr. Regional Cancer Care 
Center (9707 Healthway Drive, 

Berlin). This event is a drive-thru flu 
clinic.  

• Wednesday, Oct. 1, 2025, from 
10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church (10301 Coastal 
Highway, Ocean City). 

• Thursday, Oct. 2, 2025, from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Pocomoke City 
Volunteer Fire Company (1410 Mar-
ket St., Pocomoke City). 

• Friday, Oct. 3, 2025, from 8 a.m. 
to noon at the Ocean Pines Commu-
nity Center’s Assateague Room (235 
Ocean Parkway, Berlin). 

• Wednesday, Oct. 8, 2025, from 11 

a.m. to 1 p.m. at Stevenson United 
Methodist Church Spirit Kitchen (123 
N. Main St., Berlin). 

• Thursday, Oct. 9, 2025, from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Holy Savior Catholic 
Church (1705 Philadelphia Ave., 
Ocean City). 

• Friday, Oct. 10, 2025, from 8 
a.m. to noon at the Ocean Pines Com-
munity Center (235 Ocean Parkway, 
Berlin). This event is a drive-thru flu 
clinic. 

• Saturday, Oct. 11, 2025, from 8 
a.m. to noon at the Gudelsky Family 
Medical Center (10614 Racetrack 

Road, Berlin). This event is a drive-
thru flu clinic. 

• Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025, from 
11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Atlantic 
Club (11827 Ocean Gateway). High-
dose "senior" flu shots are not avail-
able at this event. 

• Saturday, Oct. 18, 2025, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Snow Hill Volun-
teer Fire Department (4718 Snow Hill 
Road, Snow Hill). 

To learn more about these events, 
contact Population Health Manager 
Alyce Marzola at 410-641-9268 or 
alyce.marzola@tidalhealth.org.

worcestercountyartscouncil.org

BBRUDER 
HILL

25 Commerce St.

Educational Toys,  
Games, Puzzles,  

 Art Supplies, 
Lego and More

410-641-0601

115 N. Main St. 
Open 10AM-6PM  Monday-Saturday 

Sunday 11AM-3PM

BEST TOY STORE!

10 North Main Street, Berlin 
410-641-2131

Ice Cream Cakes 
Seasonal Flavors 

Pints & Quarts to Go 
Gift Cards Available 

 
120 N. Main St. 
410-973-2839 

www.islandcreamery.net
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Bishopville native will fill federal farm post 
(Sept. 18, 2025) George Turner of 

Bishopville has been named the new 
state executive director for the USDA 
Farm Service Agency in Maryland. 
Turner joined the Maryland agency on 
Aug. 25. 

“When America’s farming commu-
nities prosper, the entire nation 
thrives. This new group of USDA ap-
pointees will ensure President Trump’s 
America First agenda is a reality in 
rural areas across the country,” said 
Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins. 

“I am grateful for the leadership of 
these new state directors and look for-

ward to their work re-
orienting the agency to 
put Farmers First 
again,” he said. 

Farm Service state 
executive directors 
carry out U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s 
at the state level to en-

sure that the agency’s focus is on meet-
ing the needs of local agricultural 
producers by putting farmers and 
ranchers first, FSA Administrator Bill 
Beam said. 

Turner brings more than 41 years of 

Maryland agriculture and Farm Serv-
ice experience to his role as executive 
director. He most recently served as 
the FSA District Director for Mary-
land’s District 2. Prior to his role as 
district director, he served as the 
county executive director for the 
agency’s Worcester County Office.  

Turner will now be responsible for 
overseeing the delivery of agency pro-
grams to agricultural producers in 
Maryland. These commodity, conser-
vation, credit, and disaster assistance 
programs ensure a safe, affordable, 
abundant and nutritious food, fiber, 

and fuel supply for all Americans.  
According to the agency, it Amer-

ica’s farmers, ranchers and forest 
landowners invest in, improve, protect 
and expand their agricultural opera-
tions through the delivery of agricul-
tural programs for all Americans.  

The agency implements agricultural 
policy, administers credit and loan 
programs, and manages conservation, 
commodity, disaster recovery and 
marketing programs through a na-
tional network of state and county of-
fices and locally elected county 
committees.

George Turner

www.SimplePleasures-BountifulTreasures.com

Urban farmhouse 
decor and gifts.  

Everlasting Berlin

Open Mon: 11am-7pm • Tue-Thurs: 11am-8pm • Fri: 11am-9pm • Sat: 11am-8:30pm 

410-973-POPS (7677) • 15 Gay Street, Berlin 

$1350 Large Cheese (toppings are extra)

DAILY SPECIALS ON FB & WEBSITE 
Counter Service & Inside Seating

Order Online  
popskitchenberlin.com  

Join Our LoyaLty Program 
It’s Our Way of Saying Thank You!

Wednesday is Burger Night 3pm-Close

pizza • cheesesteaks • salads • soup & more!

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

ay 10-5 
 4 0 64 0333

daOpen Monday-Satur  
 

Berlin, MD
20 N. Main St

echestberlin.easurrT
410-641-0333

 
 

.com

101 N. Main Street, Berlin

Case Knives 
Platinum Dealer  
Benchmade Knives

Sunglasses 
& So Much 

More!

15 South Main Street 
Next to Uptown Emporium

Accepting Furniture on Consignment. 
Call 410-629-9656

Where Your Treasure Awaits

1 North Main St • Historic Downtown Berlin 
410-629-1895 

Home Decor & Gifts 
Jewelry • Holiday Decor 

Toys • Vintage Vinyl 
Souvenirs & More

We’re Not Fiddlin’ Around! Come See Us!

New and Used Furniture  New and Used Furniture   
Wall  Art  and MoreWall Art and More

Fabulous Gifts and Home

Come See What’s N

e Décor

New!

Fabulous Gifts and Home

Follow Us
18 North Main St

e Décor

treet
WHY LIVE ORDINARY.

22 William Street • Berlin 
410- 629-1188 

Open Tues-Sat 10am-5pm 

Design Center 
& Showroom

Furniture 
Unique Home Accessories 
Lighting • Jewelry • Gifts 

& Much More

Come See What’s New!
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Snapshots

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

LEATHERNECKS ARE OFFICIAL 
On June 27, the club formally known as the Post 166 Leathernecks graduated from a local American 

Legion Club to the Delmarva Leathernecks Foundation, Inc., a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt foundation. 

The Delmarva Leathernecks are a diverse group of veterans and patriots who believe that service 

doesn’t end when coming off active duty. The Delmarva Leathernecks will be meeting on the first 

Wednesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at the Residence Inn located at 300 Seabay Lane, Ocean 

City. Any local patriots interested in joining are welcome to come out and participate in the com-

radery and join us for a social hour following the meeting. Pictured, from left, are Tom Wengert, 

Vice President; Gene Dankewicz, Events Chairman; Vic Freeman, Chaplain; Jon Pearl, Treasurer; 

and Don Coffin, President. SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

SOCCER TEAM DONATIONS 
The Worcester Preparatory School (WPS) girls soccer team recently collected new backpacks and 

filled them with essential school supplies to donate to Buckingham Elementary School in Berlin. 

This tradition began more than 10 years ago, started by alumna and former teammate Marissa 

Grosso (‘18). Head Coach Carol Hartnett proudly continues the legacy each season, coordinating 

the effort in partnership with the WPS Volunteer Club. Hartnett said, “This project has always been 

about more than soccer. It’s about teaching our players the value of giving back and supporting 

younger students in our community.” Pictured are captains Olivia Soares and Cora McClanahan 

with Hartnett and backpacks filled with school supplies before delivering them to Buckingham El-

ementary School.

GUEST SPEAKER 
The Ocean Pines Anglers Club 

at their September meeting 

hosted Nancy Gaither of the 

Assateague Island Alliance 

who spoke on the history of 

Assateague Island Refuge and 

State Park. Anglers Club 

meetings are held the second 

Saturday of each month, 9:30 

a.m. in the Ocean Pines Li-

brary. Anglers Club Adminis-

trator Frank Tortella is shown 

with Nancy Gaither, AIA. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

MAYOR VISITS 
Ocean Mayor Rick Meehan 

visited the Kiwanis Club of 

Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean 

City in the Ocean Pines 

Community Center as the 

guest speaker.  There were 

lots of questions on topics 

of offshore windmill tur-

bines, Airbnb’s in Ocean 

City, the boardwalk tram 

cars, scooter bikes and 

skateboards, the Route 50 

drawbridge construction, 

the room tax, sports com-

plex and recognition for the 

beach heroes who clean up 

the OC beach. He is pic-

tured with Kiwanis Club 

President Tom Southwell 
SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Showell Vol. Fire Department 

11620 Worcester Hwy.  

Showell, MD 21862 

410-352-5916

Sportsmans 
Bash 

The Best Gun Bash on the Shore!  
SEPTEMBER 27, 2025 11AM-6PM 

$50 Ticket Includes  
Your Chance to Win 26 Guns, 

2 Crossbows, 1 Side by Side 
and 6 Cash Prizes  

All You Can Eat Roast Beef,  
Fried Chicken, Hot Dogs,  

Hamburgers & More 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 

Must be 18 old to enter or participate. ID required at door.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF WCPS 

CEREMONY CELEBRATES PROJECT COMPLETION 
Stephen Decatur High School Principal Tom Sites speaks during last Friday’s ceremony to mark the completion of the Morgan’s Message wall ball mural funded by local families and businesses.
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WPS Back to School

Worcester Prep Lower School students Colton McCready, Emma Abbott, Caroline McCready, Romie Crevecoeur and Roshan 
Chapla are greeted by Head of Lower School Travis Bower, Upper School science teacher Katie Moreland, Upper School English 
teacher Elena Zambori, and faculty and staff as they get off the bus on their first day of school. Approximately 200 students are 
enrolled in the school’s lower school, pre-kindergarten to fifth grade.

WPS siblings Thatcher and Emilia Crist were happy to see the Mallard 
on the first day of school.

Worcester Prep Upper School students (front to back) Rani Yonker, Chloe Holland and Ellery Given 
are welcomed by excited faculty and staff as well as members of the senior class.

Worcester Prep Upper School students (front to back) Gavin Mann and Justin McGovernsmile as 
they are greeted by seniors and faculty on their first day.

WPS seventh grader Madelyn Bobenko runs in for a hug on her first day back to 
school.

Worcester Prep Middle School students Jack Parks, Carter Conyers and Arden Mul-
ford arrive ready to begin the new school year amid a tunnel of teachers and ad-
ministrators.

Last month, Worces-
ter Preparatory 
School (WPS) joyfully 
welcomed students 
back to campus for 
the start of the 
2025–26 school 
year. Upper School 
students (Grades 9–
12) returned on 
Tuesday, Aug. 26, fol-
lowed by Middle 
School students 
(Grades 6–8) on 
Wednesday, Aug. 27, 
and Lower School 
students (Pre-
Kindergarten through 
Grade 5) on Thurs-
day, Aug. 28. 
SUBMITTED PHOTOS/ 
BAYSIDE GAZETTE



STANLEY HANSEN 

Ocean City 
Stanley Hansen, age 76, peacefully 

passed away on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 
2025, joining his beloved wife 

Jeanette. Born in Jer-
sey City, New Jersey, 
he was the son of the 
late Almer and Elna 
Hansen. 

Raised in Jackson, 
New Jersey and grad-
uating from Jackson 
Memorial High 
School in 1967, Stan 

grew up with a deep love for the out-
doors, enjoying soccer, hunting, and 
fishing. He was an avid fan of winter 
sports, from skating to skiing, and 
never missed a chance to watch the 
Winter Olympics. 

A skilled butcher by trade, Stan 
worked for the Shop Rite companies 
for most of his career. It was there 
that he met Jeanette, and they were 
married in 1982. The two moved to 
Belmar, where Stan continued his 
passion for surf fishing along the Jer-
sey Shore, fly fishing at the Salmon 
River, and skiing in the mountains. 
Their family vacations were often 
filled with these adventures, as well 
as days spent at the beaches of Ocean 
City Maryland. 

In 2000, Stan and Jeanette made 
Ocean City their permanent home. 
Stan resumed his trade at Food Lion 
before starting his own business, 
Stan's Fish Cutting Service, where he 
proudly supported local sport fisher-
men, captains, and crews at Sunset 
Marina and The Fishing Center. 

In his later years, Stan devoted 
himself to caring for Jeanette until 
her passing. He found joy in quiet 
moments, like sipping coffee and 
chatting with friends at the casino or 
spending time with the crew at Cap-
tain Ron's Deer Processing. During 
his final days, Stan enjoyed drives 
through Assateague Island with his 
daughter-in-law, marveling at the 
wild ponies, and watching the fleet 
return to the harbor from his porch 
on the inlet. He passed away peace-
fully in Ocean Pines, Maryland, sur-
rounded by his family, a testament to 
the love he gave throughout his life. 

Stan was a patient and generous 
soul, always ready to share his kind 
heart and infectious grin. He touched 
the lives of many and will be deeply 
missed by all who had the privilege of 
knowing him. 

Stan is survived by his brother Art 
Hansen and wife Cathy; his stepson 
Michael Fitch and wife Katie; his 
stepdaughter Janis Fitch and hus-
band Steven Mayhew; two grandchil-

dren, Jordan Fitch and Ryan Fitch; 
and three nieces, Deana Hoffmann, 
Jeana Tafrow and Christina 
D’Agostino. 

Cremation followed his death. A 
celebration of life will be held at a 
later date. Letters of condolence can 
be sent to the family via 
www.burbagefuneralhome.com. 
Arrangements are in the care of The 
Burbage Funeral Home. 

 
DIANE DEVANNA 

Berlin 
Diane Devanna passed away at 

home on Saturday, Sept. 13, 2025, 
surrounded by her loving family after 

a courageous and en-
during journey with 
cancer. 

Born and raised in 
South Jersey, it was 
there she met her 
husband, Gary, while 
working together. 
They married in Sep-
tember 1979 and in 

1985, started a family HVAC business 
together, Gary’s Shore Service. Diane 
was the backbone of the business and 
the household, acting as both Office 
Manager and Treasurer while also 
raising their son. 

In 2009, Diane and Gary relocated 
to Berlin, Maryland, where they 

reestablished the family business. 
Diagnosed with cancer in 2011, 

Diane faced her illness with remark-
able strength and resilience. 
Throughout her journey, she was sur-
rounded by an extraordinary support 
group of friends who became like 
family. Diane was known for her love 
of cats, her appreciation of a good 
margarita, and the joy she found in 
spending time with friends and fam-
ily. You could also always count on 
Diane to give the best hugs. 

Diane is survived by her devoted 
husband of 45 years, Gary, who con-
siders himself the luckiest man alive 
to have shared his life with her; her 
son Bob (Tory); her grandson Declan; 
her mother Peg; her sister Donna 
(Steve); nephews Chris (Kate) and 
Matt (Rebecca); her brother-in-law 
Fred (Jackie); nephew Dave (Chris-
tine) and niece Laura (Henry) as well 
as  their mother, Patty (Rick). She 
was predeceased by her infant son 
Gary Jr. and her father Bob. 

Per Diane’s wishes, there will not 
be a formal service. A celebration of 
her life will be held at a later date, 
during the warm weather months she 
loved most—she never liked the cold! 

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made in Diane’s honor to Town 
Cats of Ocean City, Maryland at PO 
Box 1405, Ocean Pines, Md. 21811.
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Obituaries

Stanley Hansen

Diane Devanna

OBITUARY NOTICES 

Obituary Notices cost $50  
per week for Print and Online 

Publications. 
E-mail: 

editor@baysidegazette.com 
Mail: 11934 Ocean Gateway, 

Suite 6, Ocean City, Md. 21842 
Fax: 410-723-6511

fill

$1,845.

Service
Directory

Home Need
Improvements?
Check out
the

For a
variety of

local contractors
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(Sept. 18, 2025) Assess-
ment data reveal that not 
only are Worcester County 
Public School students out-
performing their peers 
across the state, but that the 
district’s young learners are 
beating the odds when it 
comes to achievement and 
poverty.  

At the Worcester County 
Board of Education meeting 
on Tuesday, Sept. 16, Tom 
Hamill, coordinator of re-
search and student informa-
tion, and Jennifer 
McDowell, local accounta-
bility coordinator, presented 
an in-depth look at the sys-
tem’s results in the Mary-
land Comprehensive 
Assessment Program, exams 
administered in spring 
2025.  

On August 26, the Mary-
land State Department of 
Education released the 
statewide MCAP scores, re-
vealing that WCPS students 
achieved the highest passing 
rates in both English/Lan-
guage Arts and mathemat-
ics, surpassing all other 23 
districts.  

This week, school system 
staff dove even deeper into 
the data, highlighting fur-
ther the barriers WCPS con-
tinues to break.  

MCAP testing occurs 
every year for grades three 
through eight, and once in 
high school. Each student 
receives a score from one 
through four. One implies 
that the learner requires sig-
nificant academic support. 
Two demonstrates partial 
understanding, while three 
and four indicate proficiency 
in a subject.  

In WCPS, 68.5% of stu-
dents were proficient in 
ELA, while 47.7% displayed 
comprehension in mathe-
matics. Worcester was at the 
top of the leader board in the 
state for both learning top-
ics.  

This trend continues, 
even when examining MCAP 

scores in each grade level. 
ELA 7 notably showed 
strong levels of understand-
ing, with 75% of students 
who took that test across the 
county receiving a three or a 
four, compared to the state 
average of 53%.  

Data from ELA 5 test tak-
ers does dip a little. Among 
students who were adminis-
tered the ELA 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 
and 10 exams, no less than 
68% demonstrated subject 
proficiency. However, in 
ELA 5, only 54% of learners 
displayed topic comprehen-
sion. Still, this figure sur-
passes the state average of a 
45% pass rate.  

Officials noted the dis-
crepancy for grade five. The 
slight decrease in passing 
scores may be attributed to 
the fact that students transi-
tion into a new school in 
fifth grade and are learning 
an entirely new set of expec-
tations.  

“I think it's an expecta-
tion gap that happens when 
students leave one school 
and go to the next, because 
across the state, they’re leav-
ing elementary school at 
grade four typically, and 
they’re going to grade five,” 
said Annette Wallace, WCPS 
superintendent. “We see the 
same thing when they leave 
grade 8 and go to high 
school. We were discussing 
this and discussing what we 
could do.” 

WCPS was ranked num-
ber one across the state in 
ELA MCAP scores in every 
grade level, except for ELA 5, 
where Worcester came in 

sixth and Frederick County 
placed first, and ELA 10, 
where Worcester also came 
in sixth and Calvert County 
came in first.  

Furthermore, WCPS 
ranked as the top county in 
the state, based on MCAP re-
sults, for mathematics. Div-
ing even deeper, 71% of 
students who took the Math 
3 assessment earned a profi-
cient score, drastically out-
performing the state average 
of 42% for that same test.  

Like ELA, WCPS’s math 
MCAP scores were the high-
est among each grade level 
statewide, except for a few. 
Worcester placed second in 
both Math 5 and Math 6, 
just below Howard County.  

The last part of Tuesday’s 
presentation focused on how 
WCPS is performing, with 
poverty rates factored in.  

“[This analysis] is based 
upon the simple truism that 
poorer schools have lower 
levels of proficiency across 
the entire country than 
schools with less levels of 
poverty,” Hamill said. “It’s 
one of those conundrums in 
education. It shouldn't mat-
ter, and yet it shows up in 
the data time and time 
again.”  

However, WCPS appears 
to be the exception to that 
rule. Hamill’s graphs include 
a line that predicts where a 
school would fall based on 
poverty. A shaded area indi-
cates one standard deviation 
outside of that expected 
range.  

“We would expect 70% of 
schools to fall inside that 
[shaded area],” Hamill said. 
“WCPS in every case is well 
above the prediction line but 
also one standard deviation, 
and in some cases, four or 
five standard deviations.”  

Hamill emphasizes how 
unlikely it is that WCPS con-
sistently outperforms its 
poverty expectations to such 
a high extent.  

“I look at this data and I 
don't understand this,” he 
said.  “You would expect out-
liers but to the quantity of 
scores that we have at the 
level we have with the 
poverty that we have in the 

Student scores called ‘improbable’ 
Public school system 
outperforms state, 
overcomes poverty

See COUNTY Page 23

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

‘You would expect outliers 
but to the quantity of 

scores that we have at the 
level we have with the 
poverty that we have in 

the schools that we have, 
there is no reason for us 
to be performing as high 

as we are, other than 
what we’re doing..’ 

Tom Hamill

Whether Ocean Pines Association Board of Directors 
member Jeff Heavner is making the right call as he seeks the 
dissolution of most of the OPA’s advisory committees is open 
to discussion. And that’s how it should remain for now — all 
discussion and no decision, because this could get awkward 
and, possibly, ugly. 

The argument for the continuation of the committee sys-
tem is simple: board members and the administration can’t 
be everywhere and can’t see everything, which is where a 
committee assigned specific tasks in a specific area of OPA 
business, services and products would be helpful. They can 
observe and make recommendations to the board based on 
what they see and hear. 

But then there is Heavner’s point: a committee without a 
regular job to do will find or create its own work, which may 
not coincide with what the directors want to do. 

That can be as much of a problem for the board and man-
agement as a failing or fumbling amenity, except that it com-
pounds the difficulty the board must overcome:  instead of 
just one challenge to deal with, the board ends up with two: 
figuring out how to fix what’s broken and reining in a com-
mittee that’s sees itself not as an advisory body but as an in-
dependent agency or advocate with its own agenda. 

The real question here is how many managers does the 
OPA need? The one who is paid to run the association and to 
advise the board on all aspects of the community, or volun-
teer managers who might see things differently? 

If Heavner does move to eliminate all but a handful of 
committees, the other members risk entering a public rela-
tions minefield by alienating many volunteers who believe in 
their missions. On the other hand, a vote of confidence in the 
committees invites those with little to do to justify their po-
sitions by making work for themselves. 

Faced with this unpleasant situation, the board should opt 
to assess the value and contribution of each committee one 
at a time and then act if members deem it necessary. 

Pines committees: 
to be or not to be?



(Sept. 18, 2025) A local attorney 
has been appointed to become the 
next judge for the Circuit Court for 
Worcester County.  

Gov. Wes Moore has chosen 
Kristina L. Watkowski to replace the 
retired Peggy Kent on the bench. 
Moore also announced James J. Di-
etrich to the Montgomery County 
Circuit Court in a press release 
Wednesday. 

“The Montgomery County and 
Worcester County Circuit Courts are 
gaining two remarkable servants of 
the law,” said Moore. “Throughout 
their legal careers, James Dietrich 

and Kristina Watkowski have demon-
strated an unwavering dedication to 
integrity and justice that will serve 
the people of Maryland well for years 
to come. I thank them for raising 
their hands to serve on the bench.” 

After a career as a public defender, 
Watkowski worked as an attorney 
with Booth, Cropper & Marriner, 
joining that firm in 2022. Her prac-
tice primarily focused on civil litiga-
tion with a concentration in land use 
and zoning.  

Watkowski’s career began in 
Worcester County, clerking for the 
now retired judges Theodore R. Es-
chenburg Sr. and Thomas C. Groton 
III in the Worcester County Circuit 
Court.  

Watkowski went on to work with 
the Maryland Office of the Public De-
fender where she ultimately became 
the supervising attorney for the 

Worcester County office. 
According to Moore’s press re-

lease, “During her time with the pub-
lic defender’s office, Watkowski 
developed long-lasting relationships 
with partner agencies while repre-
senting clients charged with both 
minor and serious criminal offenses.” 

Watkowski earned her associate’s 
degree from Howard Community 
College, her bachelor’s degree from 
Salisbury University, and her law de-
gree from Delaware Law School. 

Worcester County still has a va-
cancy on the bench in District Court 

following Gerald Purnell’s retire-
ment. Included in the nominee pool 
are Patrizia Coletta, a senior assistant 
state’s attorney for Wicomico County; 
Michael Farlow, a prosecutor with 
the Worcester County State’s Attor-
ney’s Office; David Gaskill, an Ocean 
City-based attorney who also serves 
as town attorney for Berlin as well as 
legal counsel for the county’s Board 
of Zoning Appeals; and Regan Smith, 
a  lawyer with Williams, Moore, 
Shockley, Harrison, LLP focusing on 
real estate, corporation, probate, es-
tate planning and zoning.
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schools that we have, there is no rea-
son for us to be performing as high as 
we are, other than what we’re doing. 
I don’t know why the national media 
isn’t saying, ‘Oh my God what is 
going on here?’ and asking us because 
they should. 

“From a statistical point of view, 
it's very improbable. We’re doing the 
improbable in WCPS. That doesn't 
mean there aren't gaps, there are cer-
tainly gaps, but…when you look over-
all, we should not be performing as 
well as we do.”  

Hamill said that some identifiable 

challenges include the fact that there 
is an achievement dip in fifth grade 
and that non-white students are not 
performing as well as white students. 
However, Wallace said she and her 
team are looking at ways to amend 
these apparent difficulties. She added 
that these problematic findings are 
just another reason why teachers and 
school staff must know “every single 
kid by name, strength and need.”  

Wallace also said that in light of 
Worcester’s testing success, she was 
invited to present to the Maryland 
State Department of Education in 
December. 

Moore chooses new Worcester circuit judge 
New judges selected by  
Md. governor in Worcester 
and Montgomery counties
By Steve Green 
Executive Editor

Tire recycling available next 
month for free in Worcester

(Sept. 18, 2025) The Worcester 
County Commissioners and the Pub-
lic Works Recycling Division will host 
Citizens Scrap Tire Drop-Off Day on 
Saturday, Oct. 4, from 8 a.m. until 1 
p.m. This event will take place at the 
Central Landfill in Newark. 

“Recycling old and unwanted tires 
plays an important role in diverting 
waste from the landfill and increases 
recycling rates countywide,” Recy-
cling Manager Bob Keenan said. 

Worcester County residents are in-

vited to recycle their old, scrap, pas-
senger, and light truck tires free of 
charge, with a limit of 10 tires per 
household (photo ID required). 

Only non-commercial truck and 
car tires will be accepted. No agricul-
tural tires will be accepted, and no 
businesses, commercial haulers of 
tires, or generators of scrap tires will 
be permitted to participate in the Cit-
izen Scrap Tire Drop-Off.  

For more information, contact 
Keenan at 410-632-3177, ext. 2405.

County students break barries 
Continued from Page 22
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Serving Worcester County 
for almost 4 decades 

Accepting New Patients  

OCEAN CITY CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC 
12417 Ocean Gateway, Suite #2 

Ocean City, MD 21842 
Phone (410) 213-1233 • occhiropractic.net 

     
    sdeifissalC
C•sweNlacoL      
    

C
•ssenisuB•
retnE•enisiuC

C
yab.w.wwww w

     
    

rraaddnneella
noinipO
tnemniatr

a
moc.coedisy



Page 24 Bayside Gazette September 18, 2025

“The Place That Does It All”

WE PAY CA$H!
For Like New & Used Cars & Trucks

RACETRACK AUTO SALES 

410-352-5070

LOAD RITE & ANDERSON 
TRAILERS FOR SALEPREVIOUSLY OWNED 

VEHICLES for SALE
MD STATE 
INSPECTED • ‘10 HONDA CRV

2002 MOUNTAIN UTILITY TRAILER

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 • 410-352-5070 
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

BEER • WINE 
LOTTERY 

PROPANE REFILLS

SMITH’S 
MARKET

TAG & TITLE 
SERVICE

No Wait  •  Walk-In 
No Appointment Necessary 

 Mon-Sat 8am - 4:45pm

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

HARD – 68

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles
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Schools’ IT coach honored with state award
(Sept. 18, 2025) The Maryland So-

ciety for Educational Technology has 
announce that Caleb Wilson, district 
coach of Instructional Technology 
and Innovation for Worcester County 
Public Schools, has been named the 
2025 recipient of the “Outstanding 
Leader Using Technology Award.” 

The award is presented annually to 
a Maryland educator serving outside 
the classroom “who has made exem-
plary contributions to the implemen-
tation and advancement of 
educational technology.” The award 
reflects MSET’s mission to advance 
excellence in learning and teaching 
through innovative and effective uses 
of technology in education. 

Wilson has demonstrated excep-
tional leadership in guiding Worces-
ter County Public Schools and the 
state of Maryland through transfor-
mative approaches to technology in-
tegration, the society announcement 
said. 

He spearheaded the AI4WCPS 
Steering Committee, where he led the 
development of one of the most com-
prehensive and forward-thinking 
frameworks for artificial intelligence 
in K–12 education. His work has em-
phasized ethical use, accessibility, 
and practical classroom applications, 
ensuring that technology adoption 
remains focused on meaningful stu-

dent outcomes. 
Beyond policy and vision, Wilson 

has helped multiple schools achieve 
Apple Distinguished School recogni-
tion, provided coaching and mentor-
ing to educators across grade levels, 
and developed customized applica-
tions and tools to meet the unique 
needs of students, including nonver-
bal learners and students requiring 
adaptive technologies. 

Wilson has spoken at events and 
gatherings across Maryland, offering 
professional learning on artificial in-
telligence, instructional innovation, 
and the future of educational technol-
ogy.  

His Wakelet collection of over 390 
AI-focused resources has become a 
statewide resource for educators and 
stakeholders seeking to deepen their 
knowledge of AI tools in teaching and 
learning. 

“Caleb’s leadership in bringing ar-
tificial intelligence into the profes-
sional learning space has been 
nothing short of inspiring,” said Dr. 
Brandie Shatto, the society’s past 
president and awards chair. 

“He has provided countless educa-
tors with the tools, strategies, and 
confidence they need to approach AI 
thoughtfully and responsibly. His vi-
sion has positioned Maryland at the 
forefront of this critical conversation, 

while his humility and collaborative 
spirit have empowered others to lead 
alongside him.” 

In addition to his local and state 
impact, Wilson has collaborated with 
the Maryland Center for Computing 
Education, the Maryland State De-
partment of Education, and higher 
education institutions such as the 
University of Maryland Global Cam-
pus. His work continues to shape 

both the policy and practice of tech-
nology integration in education 
across the region. 

“Caleb’s commitment to innova-
tion, equity, and teacher empower-
ment embodies the true spirit of this 
award,” said the society’s leadership. 
“He reminds us that technology is not 
about the tools themselves, but about 
expanding opportunities and ensur-
ing that every student can thrive.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF WCPS 
Pictured, from left, are WCPS Grants Manager Brian Cook, Superintendent of Schools Annette Wal-

lace, Wilson and Board of Education President Todd Ferrante.
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Sept. 18 - 25
ADDRESS BR/BA STYLE PRICE AGENT/AGEN

12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC 2BR/2BA Single Family frroom frroom $284,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life C

on HarbourHerro r,, 120th St., Bayside 1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+ Condos, TToowns & SF - Nanette Pavier/Holiday 

09 Bayshorree Drive #32, Ocean City 3BR/2BA TToownhome $849,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

404 N. Chase Strreeet, Ocean Pines 4BR/2.5BA Single Family $669,888 Debbie Hileman/Hileman

09 Bayshorree Drive #32, Ocean City 3BR/2BA TToownhome $849,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

703 Loop Road, Ocean City 4BR/3BA Single Family $1,249,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

87 Boston Drr.., South Ocean Pines 3BD/2BA Single Family $359,900 TTeeam Bouse House/ReMax A

13 Dog Leg Court, Ocean Pines 4BR/3.5BA Single Family $599,900 Debbie Bennington/BHHS 

6 Duck Cove Cirrccle, Ocean Pines 3BR/2BA Single Family $369,900 Power of 2 TTeeam/Hilema

4 Coastal Highway Unit 3C, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $674,900 Tim Meadowcrrooft/Long & Fo

12430 Old Bridge Rd, WWeest OC 2BR/2BA Single Family frroom $284,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life C

 14th St. Harbour Island, Ocean City 6BR/4.5BA TToownhome $2,350,000 David Dypsky/Newport

00 Coastal Hwyy.. Unit 102 Ocean City 3BR/3BA Condo $679,900 Katy Durham/Rick Meehan/Cold

124 Camelot Cirrccle Ocean Pines 4BR/2BA Single Family $424,900 Debbie Hileman/Hileman

9 Bayshorree Drive #104, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $499,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B
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Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. 

Saturrdday 10am-Noon 1404 N. Chase Str

Saturrdday 11am-1pm 609 Bayshor

Saturrdday 11am-1pm

Saturrdday 11am-1pm 87 Boston Dr

Saturrdday 11am-1pm

Saturrdday 11am-1pm 6 Duck Cove Cir

Saturrdday 11am-2pm 11204 Coastal Highway Unit 3C, Ocean City oft/Long & Foster Real Estate

Sat & Sun 11am-3pm Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community

Saturrdday 11am-3pm 415 14th St. Harbour Island, Ocean City David Dypsky/Newport Bay Realty

Saturrdday Noon-2pm 11900 Coastal Hwy Katy Durham/Rick Meehan/Coldwell Banker Realty

Saturrdday 1-3pm Debbie Hileman/Hileman Real Estate

Saturrdday 1:30-3:30pm 429 Bayshor Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Sunday 10am-Noon 609 Bayshorree Drive #32, Ocean City 3BR/2BA TToownhome $849,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Sunday 11am-1pm 429 Bayshorree Drive #104, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $499,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Sunday 1pm-3pm 201 S Herroon Drive #G5, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $398,400 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
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Thurs., Sept. 18 
47TH ANNUAL SUNFEST KITE FESTIVAL 2025 
The Kite Loft, 511 Boardwalk, Ocean City, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. All are welcome to witness 
and participate in general kite flying, kite 
flying games, Bol races, candy drops and 
sport kite demos. Free event. 
http://kiteloft.com/kite-festival/sunfest-
kite-festival/ 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR 8TH ANNUAL 
PINK RIBBON PICKLEBALL ROUND ROBIN 
Held Oct. 3 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Entry 
fee is $45 and includes snacks, lunch, 
prizes and medals. Open to all men and 
women. Make checks payable to ACS. 
Becky Ferguson, 
rcoltferguson@gmail.com, 410-446-1816 

STORY TIME ‘HEN IN THE BED’ 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 a.m. 
Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages 2-5 
years. 410-632-3495, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

STORY TIME: FIREFIGHTER APPRECIATION 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Songs, crafts and a story. For ages 2-5 
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

OC CHESS CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Enjoy a relaxing game of chess every 
Thursday at the library. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

SILENT BOOK CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 3-4 p.m. 
Bring your current read or borrow one of 
the suggestions. Read silently for the first 
50 minutes, then use the last 10 minutes to 
mingle and discuss your read. 410-524-1818 

HAPPY HOUR COLORING CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 4-6 p.m. 
Join in for “Happy Hour” and enjoy light 
refreshments while exploring new coloring 
trends in a relaxing atmosphere. 410-632-
3495, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

LEGO MASTERS CHALLENGE 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m. Join 
in for a Lego challenge event. All materials 
provided. For ages 6-11 years. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

DRY PANTRY 
Thursdays - St. Paul United Methodist 
Church, 405 Flower Street, Berlin, 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. For those in need of resources such 
as paper products, laundry products, baby 
items, and personal care items. Limits 
apply. 410-641-0270 

Fri., Sept. 19 
47TH ANNUAL SUNFEST KITE FESTIVAL 2025 
The Kite Loft, 511 Boardwalk, Ocean City, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. All are welcome to witness 
and participate in general kite flying, kite 
flying games, Bol races, candy drops and 
sport kite demos. Free event. 
http://kiteloft.com/kite-festival/sunfest-
kite-festival/ 

FIDDLER’S CONVENTION 
Historic Downtown Berlin, 124 N. Main 
St., 6-10 p.m. Featuring The String Buz-
zards (6-7:30 p.m.) and The Plate Scrapers 
(8-10 p.m.). Bring chairs. 

FANDOM FRIDAY: MARIO VS. SONIC 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Drop in anytime for crafts, quizzes 
and discussions about the monthly topic. 
For ages 12-18 years. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

OC MAHJONG CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing 
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own 
tile set. All adults welcome. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

SURVIVAL SPANISH: BASIC PHRASES 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1 p.m. Learn 
how to say basic phrases in Spanish. 410-
208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BOOK OF THE MONTH: ‘THE CHELSEA GIRLS’ 
BY FIONA DAVIS 
Oaked at The Globe/Tiki Tim’s, 12 Broad 
St., Berlin, 2 p.m. Copies of the book are 
available at the Berlin Library circulation 
desk. 410-641-0650, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

DISCOVERY DEN AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 3:30-4:30 
p.m. Come enjoy a new topic every week. 
Week 1: Art Studio. Best of elementary and 
middle school students, but all are wel-
come. 410-632-3495, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

FRESH PAINT: ART SHOW AND SALE 
Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch, 
13 Harrison Ave., 4-6 p.m. Part of the 
Paint Worcester County Plein Air event. 
Free and open to the public. 
curator@worcestercountyartscouncil.org, 
410-641-0809, www.worcestercount-
yartscouncil.org 

MIXED MEDIA WITH SISTA BIG 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 6 p.m. Use a variety 
of materials to create unique art and po-
etry pieces. Light refreshments. Register: 
410-957-0878. www.worcesterlibrary.org 

SIPPIN’ WITH SLOTHS 
Coastal Wilds, 34215 Peppers Corner 
Road, Frankford, 6-8 p.m. Music by Brad 
Price. Cost is $40 and includes sloth en-
counter, self-guided tour, and one comple-
mentary glass of wine. Tickets: 
https://book.singenuity.com/469/activ-
ity/details/2284/rates. 302-829-1548 

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO 
Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901 
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s 
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo starts 
at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available before 
bingo and at intermission. 410-524-7994 

Sat., Sept. 20 
47TH ANNUAL SUNFEST KITE FESTIVAL 2025 
The Kite Loft, 511 Boardwalk, Ocean City, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. All are welcome to witness 
and participate in general kite flying, kite 
flying games, Bol races, candy drops and 
sport kite demos. Free event. 
http://kiteloft.com/kite-festival/sunfest-
kite-festival/ 

FIDDLER’S CONVENTION 
Historic Downtown Berlin, 124 N. Main 
St., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Featuring The High and 
Wides (11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.), Amateur 
Competition (1:30-3 p.m.) and The Clen-
denen Brothers All Star Band (3:30-5 
p.m.). Bring chairs. 

OCEAN PINES FALL FLEA MARKET 
Ocean Pines Community Center and 
White Horse Park, 235 Ocean Parkway, 8 
a.m.-noon. Vendors selling gently used 
clothing, household items, toys, jewelry, 
collectibles and more. Held rain or shine. 
Vendor spaces are $25 and include a table 
and two chairs. Register: 410-641-7052. 

OCEAN PINES FARMERS & ARTISANS  
MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 Ocean 
Parkway, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Shop for every-
thing from fresh local produce to unique 
handmade artisan goods. Also featuring 
family-friendly activities, music and 
unique shopping experiences. Open to the 
public, year round. 410-641-7052, 
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages/f
armers-artisans-market 

BIRD WATCHING WITH SCOTT HOUSTEN 
Museum of Ocean City, 217 S. Baltimore 
Ave., 8-10 a.m. Meet at the Museum of 
Ocean City then take a guided birdwatch-
ing walk through some of the town’s best 
viewing spots, including the inlet, the jetty 
and Sunset Park. Cost is $20. 
ocmuseum.org 

WSW YOUNG SURVIVORS CONFERENCE 
Community Foundation of the Eastern 
Shore, 1324 Belmont Ave., Salisbury, 8:30 
a.m.-noon. For breast cancer survivors 
around the age of 40 and younger. Regis-
ter: wicomico@womensupporting-

women.org, 410-548-7880, or visit the 
WSW Office. Free to attend but space is 
limited. Comp. breakfast. 

BOOK CHARACTER BASH 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. Cele-
brate your favorite characters like Dogman 
and the Babysitters Club girls for Library 
Card month. For ages 6-11 years. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST, SLIGO BY THE SEA, 
SUMMER MINISTRY 
First Presbyterian Church of Ocean City, 
1301 Philadelphia Ave., 10 a.m.-noon. Pas-
tor Ron Halvorsen Jr. - Senior Pastor, Col-
legedale Church of Seventh-day Adventists, 
Collegedale, TN. sligochurch.org/sligob-
ythesea, 301-270-6777 

STEAM MOVIE WATCH PARTY 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Kick off a STEAM-filled fall with a 
huggable robot and friends. Light snacks 
provided. For families. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

CHICKEN BBQ SALE 
St. Paul United Methodist Church, 405 
Flower St., Berlin, 11 a.m. Cost is $15 for 
1/2 BBQ chicken platters with two sides, 
roll and a drink or $12 for 1/2 BBQ chicken 
and roll and drink. Baked goods available. 
Proceeds benefit the church’s Annual 
Homecoming. 410-641-0270 

AFRICAN AMERICAN GENEALOGY: PUTTING 
THE PIECES OF THE PUZZLE TOGETHER 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 11 a.m. 
Hands-on experience that will help partici-
pants trace their family’s history and some 
common pitfalls that African-Americans 
may face whilst researching. Bring laptops, 
photos, ect. 410-632-3495 

BALLET ON THE BEACH DANCE FESTIVAL 
Assateague State Park, 6915 Maryland 611, 
Berlin, 4-6:30 p.m. Free professional per-
formance, 5 p.m. Open to the public. Also 
featuring eco talks, a literature area and art 
activities for children. Parking is $5 per ve-
hicle. Rain date is Sept. 21. 

ORIGINALS ONLY 
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 6-8 
p.m. A celebration of authentic, original 
expression across all creative mediums in-
cluding poets, musicians & comedians. 
Free event. 410-524-9433, 
aubrey@artleagueofoceancity.org, 
artleagueofoceancity.org 

Sun., Sept. 21 
47TH ANNUAL SUNFEST KITE FESTIVAL 2025 
The Kite Loft, 511 Boardwalk, Ocean City, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. All are welcome to witness 
and participate in general kite flying, kite 

Calendar Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com 
by 5 p.m. Monday.  All community-related activities will be 
published at no charge.
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flying games, Bol races, candy drops and 
sport kite demos. Free event. 
http://kiteloft.com/kite-festival/sunfest-
kite-festival/ 

MARINE DEBRIS PLUNDER 
White Horse Park Boat Launch, Ocean 
Pines, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Join MCBP and Capt. 
Jack by land or by sea to pick up debris in 
our Coastal Bays Watershed. Pre-registra-
tion and packet pickup available prior to 
the event. mdcoastalbays.org 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR 2025 MEN’S 
CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 
To be held Sept. 27 and 28 at the Ocean 
Pines Golf Club. Open to all Ocean Pines 
golf members and property owners ages 
18+ years. Entry feee is $40. Must have es-
tablished USGA handicap. 410-641-6057 

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT CRAB FEAST 
Ocean Downs Casino, 10218 Racetrack 
Road, Berlin, 4-7 p.m. Cost is $45 and in-
cludes steamed crabs, corn on the cob, po-
tato salad, soft drinks and $15 free play. 
Also cash bar, 50/50 raffle and music. 
Tickets: https://chamber.oceancity.org. 

BERLIN FARMERS MARKET 
Sundays - Pitts Street, Commerce Street 
and Main Street, Berlin, May through Oc-
tober, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine. Pro-
ducers only market featuring more than 50 
farmers, food cultivators, bakers, distillers, 
seafood, meat and more. Also featuring a 
petting farm (9-11 a.m.), free kids art sta-
tion and live music. TheBerlinFarmers-
Market.com 

SEWING FOR A CAUSE 
Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian 
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30 a.m. 
to noon. Learn how to sew while making a 
difference. 410-641-0234 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10 
a.m. www.jw.org 

Mon., Sept. 22 
DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF  
WORCESTER COUNTY MEETING 
Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch, 
13 Harrison Ave., 10 a.m. Guest speaker, 
Leila Weah, senior reporter with WMDT, 
will discuss “Broadcast Media: What’s 
going on in the world, and how are jour-
nalists handling it?” Followed by a BYO 
brown bag lunch meet and greet. 

STORY TIME: WELCOME FALL! 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For ages 0-5 
years. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

CASITA LINDA 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m. 
Learn about Hispanic culture and food 
with Michelle, the owner of Casita Linda in 

Ocean Pines. For families. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

T.O.P.S. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169 
Mondays - Atlantic General Hospital, Con-
ference Room 1, 9733 Healthway Drive, 
Berlin, 5-6:30 p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensi-
bly is a weekly support and educational 
group promoting weight loss and living a 
healthy lifestyle. Rose Campion, 410-641-
0157 

BRIDGE 
Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center, 104 
41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30 p.m. 
Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-3971. 
www.Worcoa.org/oceancity 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community Cen-
ter, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
All ladies who love to sing invited. Elissa, 
410-641-8050; on social media; or delmar-
vachorus.org. 

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
Mondays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100 

Tues., Sept. 23 
STORY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch, 
13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. Story time 
geared for ages 0-5 years featuring sea-
sonal themes designed to support early lit-
eracy skills with stories, songs and 
fingerplays. 410-641-0650, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

MUSIC AND MOVEMENT 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 10:30 a.m. Sing silly 
songs, play rhythmic instruments and 
move to the beat. For ages 0-5 years. 410-
957-0878, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 a.m. 
Songs, rhymes and stories. Stay after to so-
cialize with other families. For ages 0-2 
years. 410-632-3495, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

OC KNITTING GROUP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet? Bring 
whatever project you happen to be work-
ing on. 410-524-1818, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7 
p.m. www.jw.org 

CROSS FARMS POP-UP FARMERS MARKET 
Tuesdays - Flower Street Field across from 
Henry Park, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Accepting 
Maryland Department of Agriculture 
FMNP (WIC & Seniors) Checks and Mary-
land WIC Fruit & Vegetable Checks. Also 

offering a "Produce Bucks" program, 
which doubles purchases for eligible resi-
dents. https://www.facebook.com/theber-
linfarmersmarket. 

 COLONIAL CRAFTS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m. Cre-
ate your own quill pen to take home and 
explore the traditional technique of tin 
punching. Learn how everyday items were 
made in the 1700s. For ages 6-11 years. 
410-208-4014 

BOOK DISCUSSION: ‘KIN: ROOTED IN HOPE’ 
BY CAROLE BOSTON WEATHERFORD 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 5 p.m. 
Copies of the book are available at the li-
brary’s circulation desk. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BEACH HEROES-OC 
Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up 
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round. 
Trash bags, grippers and gloves provided. 
Check the Facebook page “Beach Heroes-
OC” for weekly meeting locations. All are 
welcome. 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health De-
partment, 9730 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 
3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly support 
and education group promoting weight 
loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-289-
4725 

OC KNITTING CLUB 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m. 

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE 
Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and oth-
ers interested in watching or learning more 
are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No partner re-
quired. Info: TangobytheBeach.com. 

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS 
Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th St., 
Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with op-
tional light weights. 
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com 

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS 
GROUP 
Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral, 11021 
Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m. Use the 
weight loss program/app/plan of your 
choice. Free and open to everyone. 410-
641-4882, www.htcanglican.org/activities. 

Wed., Sept. 24 
BLUES ON THE BAY - CELEBRATE  
WITH US! 
Macky’s Bayside Bar & Grill, 5311 Coastal 
Highway, Ocean City, 6-9 p.m. Live music, 
cocktails and heavy hors d’oeuvres benefit-
ing the Macky & Pam Stansell House of 
Coastal Hospice. Tickets cost $125 and in-
clude open bar. Tickets: www.coastalhos-
pice.org/blues-on-the-bay/. 410-742-8732, 
515 

PLAY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. Imagi-
native play and social interaction. For ages 
0-5 years. 410-208-4014, www.worcester-
library.org 

COFFEE & CRAFTS: BEADED JELLYFISH 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. A new craft each month. Materials 
provided. Limit 30. Register: 410-524-
1818. www.worcesterlibrary.org 

PUZZLE SWAP 
Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch, 
13 Harrison Ave., 1-7 p.m. Bring your gen-
tly used puzzles and leave with new-to-you 
puzzles. Don’t have a puzzle to exchange 
but still want one? That’s OK too. All puz-
zles must be in their original boxes. 410-
641-0650 

TEEN BOARD GAME NIGHT 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4 p.m. 
Test your luck and your mettle against oth-
ers in games like Sorry!, Hive and more. 
For ages 12-18 years. 410-524-1818, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

SERVICE SQUAD - MAKE IT MATTER 
Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch, 
13 Harrison Ave., 4 p.m. Service hour earn-
ing program that lets participants be cre-
ative while benefiting worthy causes. Open 
to students of Worcester County Schools. 
410-641-0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BOUNCING CHEMISTRY 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m. Put 
your science skills to use creating a bouncy 
ball. For ages 6-11 years. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FREE SQUARE DANCE LESSONS 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 7-8:30 p.m. Adult singles 
and couples welcome. RSVP: 908-229-
8799. 

FAMILY FUN NIGHTS 
Wednesdays (through Aug. 20) - Ocean 
Pines Yacht Club Pool, 1 Mumford's Land-
ing Road, 6-8 p.m. DJ, games and prizes. 
Food available for purchase. Admission is 
$3 for OP swim members, $5 for OP resi-
dents, $7 for non-residents and free for 
non-swimmers. Cash only. 410-641-7052, 
oceanpines.org 

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING 
Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. Doors 
open at 7:30 a.m. Last Wednesday of the 
month meetings are offsite and informa-
tion can be found on the website and Face-
book. www.kiwanisofopoc.org. 

CASH BINGO 
Wednesdays - Ocean City Elks Lodge 
2645, 13708 Sinepuxent Ave. Door open at 
5 p.m., bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. Food 
available before bingo and at intermission. 
Open to the public. 443-605-5028 

Calendar



CUSTOMER SERVICE 
Year-round position available 

at Harbor Marine, Inc.  
West Ocean City. Must have 
secretarial/computer skills.  

Contact Monica,  
410-213-2296. 

St. Matthew’s by the Sea 
United Methodist Church  

in beautiful Fenwick Island is 
looking for a  

PT ORGANIST/PIANIST  
to join our staff!  

Learn more at smbts.org or 
call 302-537-1402. 

AMERICAN LEGION 
Assistant Manager,  

PM Shift 
2 Line Cooks,   

Part-time. 
Exp. required. 
Apply at Post,  

2308 Philadelphia Avenue 
or call 410-289-3166 

JOLLY ROGER 
Small Engine Mechanic. 

Ride Maintenance.  
Year Round. 

Wage starts at $15/hour & 
up based on experience. 

Benefits available. 
410-289-4902 

 

Fully Furnished 2BR/2BA. 
Newly updated Seaway 
condo, 3rd floor walkup, 
Oceanblock. Pet/max. 4  

occupants. All utilities plus 
basic cable and internet  
included. Available 10/1-

5/31/26. $1,400 mo.  
(1st, last month plus $500 

dep. required) 
610-405-8942 

JOYCEPETRAUSKAS@ 
GMAIL.COM 

WINTER RENTAL 
1BR/1BA, 140th Street. 
WiFi, furnished, W/D on 

premises. Clean, no  
smoking/no pets.  

Avail October 6-May 1. 
$850/mo. + sec.  
302-367-5266 

YR RENTAL 
2BR/1BA. Avail. Nov. 1st, 

end unit, 2nd floor,  
furnished.  

$1,400 monthly + util.  
Robin Dr., OC  

410-430-5316 
 

OCEANFRONT WINTER 
RENTAL 

2BR/2BA, furnished Condo, 
Avail. Oct.-Apr. 

Direct ocean views, balcony, 
parking, WiFi incl. 

Ideal for 2 mature adults 
w/strong rental history. 

Ocean City, Md.  
Contact Mary Beth  

410-241-3376 

Seeking YR & Seasonal 
Rentals!  

Call Howard Martin Realty 
410-352-5555. 

 

ROOMMATES 

ROOMMATE HOUSESHARE 
Looking for mature female to 
share house in Ocean Pines. 
Priv. Bedrooms, full use of 

house. $800 per mo.,  
Incl’s all utilities. No pets,  

no smoking. 443-497-2332 

 

COMMERCIAL 

***Prime Location*** 
Commercial Storage Unit 
West Ocean City, 10’x12’ 
Garage Door opening with 
Small office and kitchen. 

1,000 sq. ft.  
Call 301-748-1977.  

Avail Oct. 1. 

Commercial Space  
for Lease.  

ONLY 1 UNIT LEFT! 
2-3 Units available, can be  

divided or joined.  
Approx. 1000 sq. ft.  
Busy major road in  

Town of Berlin.  
Call 443-880-8885 for 

more information. 
 

Contractor Shop/ 
Warehouse For Rent  
West OC. 1,000 sq.ft. 

w/Bathroom and HVAC.  
Call 443-783-2125. 

Industrial Space 
Yard and Storage Shed.  

Approx. 10x25+/-  
Route 90/Bishopville.  
Call 443-497-4200. 

2 Office/Retail Spaces  
available in West Ocean  

City. Approximately        
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.   

Call 443-497-4200 

 
SERVICES 

LARRY’S HANDYMAN 
SERVICE  

No job too small. Entrance 
doors, interior doors, storm 

doors, shower doors, drywall 
repairs and paint, laminate 

floors, interior paint.  
Over 40 years of carpentry 

experience. Please call 
Larry, 410-251-9066 

 
DONATIONS 

Do you have an old bicycle 
not being used? It could 
mean a world of difference to 
a hard-working international 
student. We are looking to 
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at 
443-975-3065. 

 
FOR SALE 

3 Window A/C Units.  
Used only 4 days while main 

HVAC compressor was  
replaced. 2 LG brand 12K 

BTU, $300 ea. & 1 LG brand 
8K BTU, $200. All 3, $750.  

Brad, 410-935-1963 
 

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch &  
Bayside Gazette each week and online at  

octodaydispatch.com and baysideoc.com

It’s not too late to 
advertise  

your winter rentals. 
GET IT  

RENTED HERE! 
410-723-6397 

www.octodaydispatch.com 

www.baysideoc.com

DONATIONS

RENTALS RENTALS COMMERCIAL

FOR SALE

SERVICES

Call 410-723-6397 or email  
classifieds@octodaydispatch.com 

by Monday, 5 p.m.

M A R K E T P L A C E

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch & 
Bayside Gazette each week & online at  
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com
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COMMERCIAL

O r d e r  Y O u r  C l a s s i f i e d s  O n l i n e !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends

OC Today-Dispatch

www.octodaydispatch.com

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $20/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

 

 
Currently Hiring Manpower For: 

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters 
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics 

Concrete Work  
o Experience preferred. 
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license   
   are a plus. 
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits  
   package available.   

Please Apply Online:  
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers   

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals  

We Welcome Pets 
7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700 

www.holidayoc.com

CARPENTERS &  
CARPENTERS HELPERS 

Must have 
Tools, Transportation, Drivers License 

Experience preferred, but will train. 
PATTERSON & SONS  

BUILDERS 
rhp510@aol.com 

410-641-9530 

YEARLY RENTAL 
319 Robin Drive 

Available Immediately 
2BR, 1BA, Unfurnished.  

Dog friendly,  
ground floor.  

Ideal 2 mature adults 
w/strong work history.  
$2,000/mo. + electric.  
Call/text 703-819-7400

ROOMMATES

 Worcester County Health Department 
COORDINATOR SPECIAL PROGRAMS II, 

HEALTH SERVICES  
 Full Time, State Benefits. This position is located in Snow 

Hill, Maryland.  Applicants must be able to work at and travel 
to ALL Worcester County Health Department sites as well as 

travel to client homes for individual client visits.  
This position is part of the Communicable Disease team in 

the Nursing Department and will assist clients who are  
infected with HIV, to improve health outcomes. Assistance is 

provided through case management services by way of  
medical and social support. These job duties also include, 

but are not limited to assessment, individualized goal  
planning, linkage to resources, assisting with applications/ 

referrals to resources, and assisting with access to  
appointments for needed services to improve health  

outcomes. Additionally, this position will provide education for 
clients, the community and our staff. Home visits and  

participation in multidisciplinary team meetings are required.   
Background check required.  

$58,428.00 - $74,528.00/year with potential growth to 
$90,709.00/year  

APPLY ONLINE at www.jobapscloud.com/md by  
September 26, 2025.    

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer. We do not discriminate on the basis of 
race, gender, religion, color, sex, age, national origin or disability. Appropriate 
accommodations for individuals with disabilities are available upon request by 

calling 410-632-1100 ext. 1221.

OFFICE ASSISTANT  
Local new home builder looking for year round parttime ex-
perienced assistant for our West OC office. This person will 
be working 2-3 days per week, 8-4, and needs to be flexible 
to cover the office managers days off. A friendly personality, 
a good grasp of proper communication skills, polite phone 
manners, punctuality, the ability to work well with others, 

strong computer skills with experience in word & excel and 
the ability to multi-task are required. Dress is business ca-

sual and salary is negotiable based on experience.  
Email resume to rhresorthomes@gmail.com   

No Phone calls please.

OFFICE ASSISTANT  
Busy office is looking for 

someone to help with  
various duties. Human  

Resource/payroll  
experience a plus.  

Located in Clarksville, DE.   
Please call for more info: 

302-228-2353

HELP WANTED
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CEMETARY PLOT  
FOR SALE 

SUNSET MEMORIAL PARK 
Plot # 171-C 

$800 ($1,000 Value!) 
Rt. 50, Berlin, MD 

Call 410-641-1734. 
 

ESTATE SALE: Furniture. 
Tools. Housewares. Books. 

Games. Toys. Supplies.  
September 20th and 21st. 

8am to 2pm  
33 Fort Sumter South in 

Ocean Pines. 
 

Mystic Harbour  
Community Yard Sale  

Saturday, September 20, 
2025. 9am-1pm.  

Located off Route 611 

GLENRIDDLE COMMUNITY 
YARD SALE 

Open to the Public. 
Saturday, SEPT. 20TH 

8 AM - 1 PM 

FOR SALE ESTATE SALE YARD SALE 

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK
Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

SERVICES 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 

insurance - NOT just a  
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 

Dental Information Kit with 
all the details!  

1-855-337-5228  
www.dental50plus.com/ 

MDDC #6258 

FOR SALE 
Prepare for power outages 

today with a GENERAC 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE  

5-Year warranty with  
qualifying purchase.  

Call 1-855-993-0969 today to 
schedule a free quote.  

It’s not just a generator.  
It’s a power move. 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 

Call Today and Get The  
Latest iPhone Every Year  

On Us! 855-977-5719 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get DISH Satellite TV +  

Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 

Limited Time Up To $600 In 
Gift Cards. Call Today!  

1-855-407-6870 

REAL ESTATE 
We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step 

process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid.  

Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 

1-866-541-7929 

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

SERVICES

MISC./OTHER

Planted among them, 
Your Love has bloomed 

Again, Lord! 
Scrapes, scars, tragedy

Advertise in MDDC 410-723-6397



Page 30 Bayside Gazette September 18, 2025

BaysideOC.com

THE 
HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs 
“WE DO IT ALL”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • MHIC 17433 
“A Family Tradition Since 1935” 
410-893-9707

••  RRooooffiinngg  RReeppaaiirrss  
••  RRooooff  CClleeaanniinngg  

••  GGuutttteerr  CClleeaanniinngg  &&  PPoowweerrwwaasshhiinngg  ••  
••  DDeecckk  RReeppaaiirrss  ••

••  RRaaiinn  GGuutttteerrss  
••  GGuutttteerr  GGuuaarrddss  

••  SSccrreeeenniinngg  
••  PPaaiinnttiinngg  

••  SSttaaiinniinngg  
••  CCaauullkkiinngg

PARRISH

Phil Parrish Pat Parrish

HANDYMAN SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTORY
cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Let’s schedule your Fall & Winter Projects!

We accept MC/Visa 
(410) 641-3762

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The Area’s #1 Moving Company
BUDGET MOVERS

40+Years in Business                                                  Licensed & Insured

LOCAL • ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial

Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move 
Single Item or Certain Items or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers

MOVING SERVICES

MVA LICENSED

Paramount Lawn and Irrigation Specialists

Call Today! 410-600-0007 
or email paramountsprinklers@gmail.com 

MHIC: #164045 - Fully Insured

New Customers Save 10% on Any Service

3 Lawn Sprinkler Systems -Installation, repairs & service 

3 Spring Start-Ups and Winterization service 

3 Low Voltage Landscape Lighting 
3 Residential and Commercial 
3 All Brands serviced

LAWN IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

D E N TA LDENTAL

Complete Home Improvement Contractor

• Licensed and  
   Fully Insured  
• Free Estimates  
• Locally Owned 
• Cleaning Specials  
• Roofing  
• Maintenance

* NOW OFFERING * 
DISPOSAL ROLLOFF SERVICE 
Quick Reliable  Service 7 Days A Week 
Clean Up Crews Available • 15 & 20 Yard 410.713.8599 

MHIC#95214

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING
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H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans
Administration 

Approved Contractor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

Lawncare, Landscaping & Hardscapes 
• Driveway Seal Coating 
• Brush Removal 
• Hauling 
• Mulch 
• Planting 
• Stone Driveways 
• Patio & Walkway  
• Custom Landscape 

FREE ESTIMATES 
410-430-7543MHIC #12398     MDA #30202

Sh
orescapes

LANDSCAPING

mental health

Island Care Mental Health  
Mary Deborah Wilson 

PMHNP  
Avoid the Delays 

Medication & Therapy 
MD DE Lic.     410-641-5190

MENTAL HEALTH

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PAINTING
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DIRECTORY

ROOFING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement  
Specialist Since 1989

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946 
9240 Peerless Rd. • Bishopville, MD 

mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com •  www.shoresidingmd.com

ROOFING & SIDING

ROOFING • SIDING • DURADEK • WINDOWS • GUTTERS

*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

ROOFINGPRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services 

PRINTING & DESIGN

410-430-3490 • LMSPlumbingandgas.com

Plumbing  
and Gas, LLC 

MD 62495 • DE 13060 •  Insured

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

We do it all from   
ground work to  
rough in to final 
trim & fixtures.

We Install:  
Faucets/Sinks • Showers/Tubs/Toilets 

Water Heaters • Water/Sewer Lines   
Winterization Packages • Repairs

PLUMBING

YOUR BUSINESS

Your  
Business 

Card Here! 
Call 410-723-6397

Nick French • 443-783-8255 
Nfrenchti@gmail.com

PIANO TUNINGPIANO TUNING PLUMBING

“Serving Our Coastal 
Communities With Pride!”

* Water Heaters * Water Heater Repairs 
* Faucet Replacements * Toilet Replacements  

* Garbage Disposals And More! 

www.localplumbingcompany.net

PLUMBING



Page 32 Bayside Gazette September 18, 2025

Don’t Miss Another Moment…

    Schedule 
Your Flu Shot Today

• We Accept All Insurances  
• Delivery Available  
• Open Saturdays

11005 Manklin Meadows Lane #1 • Ocean Pines  
(in front of Headlines Salon)  
410.629.0089                  

Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm 
Sat: 10am-2pm • Sun: Closed

HOMEBOUND? 
We will schedule a nurse to come and administer the vaccine. Call for details.

HIRING Pharmacy Tech  Full & Part-Time

This pharmacy is independently owned and operated under  a license from Health Mart Systems, Inc.

• Flu Shots 
• High Dose Flu Shots  
  for Seniors age 65+ 

WALK-INS WELCOME  
Appointments Recommended 
Curbside Available

• Prevnar 20 
• RSV - Respiratory Syncytial Virus 
• Shingle Vaccine
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