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® Board kills
its advisory
committees

Three required by association remain
after directors eliminate all others

FREE

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Sept. 25, 2025) The Ocean Pines Association’s
advisory committees, who are charged with iden-
tifying needs and possible improvements in their
assigned areas, are officially a thing of the past.

The OPA Board of Directors on Saturday voted
5-1 to dissolve most of the association’s commit-
tees, effective immediately, despite passionate
pleas from association members to spare them.

The association’s bylaws require that the
Budget and Finance Committee, the Elections
Committee, and the Architectural Review Com-
mittee remain intact.

Axed in the purge were the Aquatics Advisory
Committee, the Golf Advisory Committee, the

See OPA Page 6

OP eager to get
new cell tower

Board hears update from Verizon rep
as it seeks end to on-and-off service

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Sept. 25, 2025) An update on the proposed cell
% phone tower for the Ocean Pines Association was
DRSS provided this week, as community officials, carriers
STEVE GREEN/BAYSIDE GAZETIE  and the construction company hope to get the proj-

PRIME SEATING ect underway soon.
Hundreds turned out for the opening night of the Berlin Fiddlers Convention last Friday in Berlin. Above, attendees are pictured Ocean Pines Police Chief Tim Robinson, who is
enjoying the sounds of The String Buzzards before The Plate Scrapers took the stage. See more photos on page 20. See CELL Page 4
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JR. LIFEGUARD PROGRAM

AGES 7 & UP

SIGN UP TODAY!

Give your child the chance to learn and practice
lifesaving water skills they can use for years to
come!

Our Junior Lifeguard Program helps kids:

e Build swimming strength and endurance

e Learn water safety in all types of aquatic
environments
Practice how to help others in an emergency
Gain basic first aid knowledge
Recognize emergencies quickly
Get a brief intfroduction to CPR — what it is
and why it matters.

Resident Non-resident

Includes: Jr. Lifeguards

Requirements: Participants must be strong receive t-shirt & whistle

swimmers, able to swim the length of the pool
with confidence, and tread water for at least one
minute.

DATES: OCT17 - JAN1°FEB 16 * APR 2
TIME: TAM-4PM AT SPORTS CORE POOL

INSTRUCTOR: STEVE YARZINSKY

4 CALL TO REGISTER 11144 Cathell Road n
OR STOP BY Ocean, Pines, MD 21811

Lrs? SPORTS CORE POOL  410-641-5255 OceanPines.org
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Cell tower project moves ahead

Continued from Page 1

leading the project, said he plans to in-
form the cell tower building company,
Milestone Towers, this week that OPA
wants to proceed.

Poor cell phone reception in Ocean
Pines has been a persistent issue for
the community for years, and Robin-
son noted last year that calls, including
911 emergency calls, were dropped fre-
quently during busy holidays and sum-
mer weekends.

As a result, the association, in col-
laboration with Milestone Towers and
carriers Verizon, T-Mobile, and AT&T,
has its sights set on a 143-foot cell
phone tower behind the maintenance
facility at the Ocean Pines Golf Course.
Officials said this location was deemed
the most viable due to its centrality.

At the OPA Board of Directors
meeting on Saturday, Paul Plymouth,
director of state and local engagement
for Verizon, provided an update to the
board about the cell tower’s capacity
and how the structure would enhance
service for Ocean Pines residents and
visitors.

Plymouth said a previous map indi-
cating that people who lived the closest
to the tower — within a one-mile ra-
dius — would derive the most benefit
did not fully show the tower’s reach.

He said the map was more technical
and was to be used internally, when the
fact is most Ocean Pines residents

would see a noticeable improvement in
their cell phone reception.

“I think in the old maps, folks were
focused on just the one-mile radius,
and we were saying, ‘hey, no, there is
going to be a larger benefit than just
the one-mile radius,” Plymouth said.

Plymouth added that he had re-
cently received a question from Robin-
son about the possibility of building a
higher tower and whether that would
result in improved coverage for a larger
area. He told the directors that his
team is considering increasing the pro-
posed 143-foot structure to 175 feet.

However, anything more than 175
feet could have a detrimental impact
on the community, Plymouth added,
so it is something his group is evaluat-
ing cautiously.

“Anything higher than [175 feet],
believe it or not, tends to do more
harm than good,” Plymouth said.

He noted that two other towers are
nearby and said if the new structure is
too large, it could disrupt the cell re-
ception system.

If the plans for the proposed tower
are revised to build up to 175 feet, Ply-
mouth has said that that update will be
provided to the community.

Board members emphasized the
importance of cell phone reception,
particularly in terms of safety and the
ability to reach emergency personnel.
John Latham, board president, asked

Milestone
Towers

OCEAN PINES GOLF COURSE
98 Clubhouse Dr, Ocean Pines, MD 21811

150ft. MONOPINE
SIMULATION

View #4 from Sundial Circle
approximatoly 1,245M. east of site

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Pictured is what a cell phone tower in Ocean Pines could like look, blending in with the surrounding
community to resemble a tree. If approved, the structure would be placed near the maintenance

building at the Ocean Pines golf course.

Plymouth if the use of temporary
equipment was considered to improve
service during the planning, permit-
ting, and construction phases of the
proposed cell tower. The work is esti-
mated to take approximately 18
months or more.

Plymouth said Ocean Pines recep-
tion is “nearly unusable” and fixing it
requires a holistic, drastic measure,
such as a tower, and that smaller, quick
fixes are likely not feasible.

“Unfortunately, there is not much
that can be done right now because of
how bad the current state of the net-
work is for the area,” Plymouth said.
“... In terms of implementing supple-
mental measures for the network de-

ployment, such as having some exist-
ing towers focus a bit more on Ocean
Pines, that’s unlikely to have any ap-
preciable impact.

“That would be the equivalent of
losing about five to ten pounds, not
bad if you're looking to lose a little
weight. Still, if you need to lose a sig-
nificantly higher amount, like 100
pounds, you have to do something
drastic in the form of diet and exercise
...something serious needs to be done
in the form of alleviating the stress of
the network.”

Latham questioned whether cell car-
riers are doing enough to help the com-
munity alleviate its connectivity issues.

See NO Page 8
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Atlantic General Hospital Flu Clinics

Your best shot at avoiding the flu!

AGH's flu clinics are free of charge and open to anyone ages 12 - Thursday, Oct. 9, 2025, from 10 am to 1 pm at Holy Savior
and older. Individuals under age 18 must bring a parent or legal Catholic Church (1705 Philadelphia Ave., Ocean City, MD
guardian to sign consent. 21842).

- Friday, Oct. 10, 2025, from 8 am to noon at the Ocean Pines
Community Center (235 Ocean Parkway, Berlin, MD 21811).
This event is a drive-thru flu clinic.

- Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025, 5:30 to 8 pm at the John H. Jack’
Burbage, Jr. Regional Cancer Care Center (9707 Healthway
Drive, Berlin, MD 21811). This event is a drive-thru flu clinic.

- .1, 2025, fi h Isk
« Wednesday, Oct. 1, 2025, from 10:30 am to 1 pm at St. Peter's Satu.rday, Opt WERES Oy B AR TOnoRI AL 18 Gl_ide =
: : Family Medical Center (10614 Racetrack Road, Berlin, MD
Lutheran Church (10301 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD : < 2 .
21842), 21811). This event is a drive-thru flu clinic.
+ Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025, from 11:30 am to 3:30 pm at the

* Thursday, Oot.2.2025, front3 amio T pmiatthe Pocomake Atlantic Club (11827 Ocean Gateway, Ocean City, MD 21842).

City Volunteer Fire Company (1410 Market St., Pocomoke
City, MD 21851). - Saturday, Oct. 18,2025, from 10 am to 2 pm at the Snow Hill
Volunteer Fire Department (4718 Snow Hill Road, Snow Hill,

- Friday, Oct. 3, 2025, from 8 am to noon at the Ocean Pines MD 21863).

Community Center's Assateague Room (235 Ocean Parkway,
Berlin, MD 21811).

. Wednesday. Oct. 8; 2025, fromi 11 am t6 1 pi at Steverson Learn more about these free flu clinics at tidalhealth.org/flu

United Methodist Church Spirit Kitchen (123 N. Main St.,
Berlin, MD 21811).

Q TidalHealth.
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OPA directors kill all but three committees

Continued from Page 1

Recreation and Parks Advisory Com-
mittee, the Environment and Natural
Assets Committee, the Strategic Plan-
ning Advisory Committee, the Bylaws
and Resolution Advisory Committee,
the Communications Advisory Com-
mittee, and the Marine Activities Ad-
visory Committee.

Board member Jeff Heavner initi-
ated the action by moving to disband
the committees. With a second from
Director Stuart Lakernick, President
John Latham, Director Elaine Brady,
Director Rick Farr voted for the mo-
tion. Director Steve Jacobs was the
sole dissenting voice. Treasurer Mon-
ica Rakowski was absent.

The associations committees con-
sist of OPA homeowners who pursue
projects they believe will enhance
specific amenities or sections of asso-

ciation life. These members are all
volunteers, many of whom bring ex-
pertise — and a resident’s perspective
— to their assignments.

But as was demonstrated Satur-
day, the majority of the board feels
that the existence of these advisory
panels has become unnecessary, and
in many cases, redundant or unpro-
ductive. Heavner sent a memoran-
dum to all chairs of the groups on the
chopping block ahead of Saturday’s
vote.

The director’s statement reads,
“the current dynamic (which I believe
has existed for some years) has re-
sulted in understandable frustration
on the part of the above-listed Advi-
sory Committees, as they seek in good
faith to find ways to make contribu-
tions to the Association, but their uni-
laterally formulated ideas and plans

PAVING = SEAL COATING
TAR g CHIP = I:I:IMMEREIAL
& RESIDENTIAL

Licensed § Insured « MHIC O5-136088
410.B87.31B7 » 4th Generatian

f)

www.accurate-asphalt.com
info@accurate-asphalt.com

may not be practical or feasible
and/or in keeping with Board and
Management goals and priorities.”

Saturday’s in-person meeting was
filled with residents, most of whom
came to plead with the board to keep
the committees. Some offered to work
with the directors to develop a more
productive volunteer system.

Keith Kaiser, a member of the By-
laws and Resolutions Committee,
noted that the advisory teams provide
a platform for OPA citizens to have
their voices heard and serve as an av-
enue to promote volunteerism.

“Recent national events have
taught us once again that if we stop
talking, bad things happen,” Kaiser
said. “In my opinion, an HOA is the
purest form of self-governance that
there is. That’s what we're attempting
to do here: we’re attempting to govern
ourselves. We do that with volunteers
from the people, who are of the peo-
ple being governed.

“One of the big challenges of doing
that is that there are a lot of people
who aren’t interested in participating
in their governance...but the problem
with that is that it makes it easier to
take advantage of a community that’s
not paying attention ... It’s incumbent
upon those of us paying attention to
show up and speak up. Governance of
a free society is never easy. The only
kind of society that’s easy to govern is
a tyrannical one.”

Gary Miller, who chairs the aquat-
ics committee, also urged the board to
reconsider. Miller agreed that the cur-
rent volunteer formula could use
some fine-tuning, but said stronger
communications between the board
and committees could ensure that
projects are in sync with the associa-
tion’s priorities.

Miller pointed to Heavner’s letter,
in which the latter described the in-
teraction between committees and
the board and staff as “inefficient and
strained.”

“As you said, the lines of commu-
nication between the committees and
the board and/or management have
become ‘inefficient and strained, re-
sulting in unproductive conflict and
disagreement,” Miller said.

“The main reason for this, in my
opinion, is due to a lack of communi-
cation between the committees and
their liaisons and the department the
committee was established to help. It
should be noted that several commit-
tees have made suggestions to im-
prove communication among the
committees, the board, and OPA
management, including a request that
their respective department heads at-
tend committee meetings on a quar-
terly basis. This would bring the
committee up to date on problems or
concerns, as well as any new projects
that may be planned for the future.”

According to the board, the associ-
ation’s email, info@oceanpines.org, is
the most effective way to share sug-

gestions, instead of relying on the
committees. Aquatics committee
member Vivian Koroknay, however,
countered that an email address is in-
sufficient to bring about meaningful
improvement.

“My takeaway is that some mem-
bers of the board do not see the ben-
efit of resident advisory committees
and see no value in the work that the
advisory committees do,” she said.
“That’s sad. Really sad. The advisory
committees provide a window to the
board and to management as to what
association members want and what
they observe daily in their own com-
munity.”

Miller and Linda Yurche, chair of
the Communications Advisory Com-
mittee, pointed to the successful
Ocean Pines Season Kickoff, an event
that, for the last two years, has wel-
comed OPA citizens to learn about
the various clubs, amenities, and or-
ganizations within the community.
The idea for the kickoff, which she
and Miller lead, came out of an aquat-
ics committee meeting.

Board members acknowledged the
while the kickoff was an outstanding
event, it was run by an ad hoc com-
mittee rather than a standing group.
Ad hoc committees were mentioned
in Heavner’s letter as a possible re-
placement for the dissolved advisory
groups.

Miller and Yurche, however, main-
tained that while a working group was
created to take on the event, the well-
attended kickoff would not have been
possible without the brainstorming
and work of committees that meet
regularly.

Despite a dozen residents implor-
ing the board to save the advisory
committees, board members argued
that they are no longer necessary. The
directors also said they are looking at
more effective ways to encourage vol-
unteerism in Ocean Pines.

“I know this is a contentious issue
and we have a lot of very passionate
people that want to volunteer, but
we’ve gotten to the point where we've
grown, and to where we want to put
more of this talent to use better,” Lak-
ernick said.

“I mean ...why can’t these people
who are in these committees, why
can’t it be a club? Why can’t we have
clubs that advise? I mean, agree or
disagree, we have talented people; we
have groups, one that’s maintaining a
graveyard they found. These are not
committees ... [Eliminating the com-
mittees] is a restructuring to make
better use of your talent.”

Brady concurred with Lakernick,
pointing out that there are thousands
of homes in Ocean Pines, and that a
reorganization of the volunteer sys-
tem would make way for more partic-
ipation.

“I think we all agree that it’s not
the people on the committees,” she

See TEMPORARY Page 8
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Temporary teams may be given assignments

Continued from Page 6

said. “We value every one of them ...
It’s the process that needs to be
changed. It needs to be more efficient
and effective for everyone.

“There are ways we need to look at
to do that at this point. I think that all
of you have expertise and a lot of
ideas, but we have about 50 people on
these committees. We have 8,500
homes. There are a lot of people who
aren’t participating, but they do have
alot of expertise and additional opin-
ions that can also be heard and are
welcome to be shared.

“It is sometimes easier if they don’t
have the constraints of attending a
monthly meeting. There are other
ways that we can look at the process
to include everybody and to try to
grow those voices.”

Heavner reiterated that temporary
teams assigned to specific missions
will serve the community better.

“I brought this motion because I
believe it’s time to try a different ap-
proach using ad hoc, working groups,
and, as [Lakernick] pointed out, even
clubs, where we can still value the ex-
pertise and experience of all the asso-
ciation members,” he said.

“I didn’t come to this position
without talking and listening to a lot
of people over the last eight months.
I've spoken with existing chairpeople,

and I've spoken with past chairpeo-
ple. I've talked to existing committee
members, past committee mem-
bers...and the majority answer is the
reason this motion came about is be-
cause they supported this.”
Members of the audience inter-
rupted Heavner, demanding to know
who these committee members were

and why they were not present at the
meeting.

Heavner replied, “I have no obliga-
tion to share that with you.”

Jacobs, who voted against the mo-
tion, said that while he sees value in
restructuring committees, he believes
their elimination is a last step. He
suggested tabling the motion until the

November meeting and in the mean-
time holding an executive council
meeting can take place for further dis-
cussion. At that time, committees can
make recommendations for improv-
ing the communication setup, he said.
In November, once more information
is gathered, the board can vote on the
future of the advisory groups.

No quick fix for OP’s cell problems

Continued from Page 4

“We’re struggling here,” the presi-
dent said. “I just hope it’s not a func-
tion of AT&T, T-Mobile, and Verizon
not wanting to step up and saying,
‘Hey, Ocean Pines folks can wait.” If
there’s anything, we would like to pick
up every rock and try to figure out if
there’s a way.”

Plymouth replied that the Ocean
Pines network problem is too serious
to be amended with temporary meas-
ures. The solution is to simply wait for
a cell tower to be implemented, he
said.

“You guys want something for now
until the date of tower construction
and tower completion, and we don’t re-
alistically have something like that that
will be able to support [Ocean Pines]

for that longer period of time,” he said.

However, Plymouth added that
COWs (cell on wheels), portable cellu-
lar base stations mounted to a truck or
trailer, could be requested by the asso-
ciation for short-term use, such as the
Fourth of July celebration or other fes-
tivities. This equipment can be used for
just a day or a weekend.

“If you do have events that are going
to have a swell of people coming into a
dense environment, we can begin the
process of requesting some support for
that,” Plymouth noted.

While all parties appear to be eager
to proceed with the tower project, the
board has not yet voted on the matter.
However, Latham said that the govern-
ing body is “ready to move forward. We
don’t want to be holding this thing

up.”

Robinson said he would inform
Milestone Towers this week that OPA
is ready to get the ball rolling. Local
and statewide permits must still be ob-
tained, however.

Plymouth said that when it comes to
seeking these licenses, Del. Wayne
Hartman (R-38C, Worcester) is aiding
the process and hopes to expedite
things “from a state and local level.”

Equipment like steel and other sup-
plies must still be ordered, and due to
supply chain issues, Plymouth added
that the timeline for that “is what it is”
and cannot be accelerated.

Director Rick Farr pushed back on
that, saying that when it comes to
safety, there are workarounds to re-
ceive materials quickly.
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Residents set to receive electric bill credits

First of two rebates already
disbursed with another one
planned early next year

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer
(Sept. 25, 2025) Marylanders

should start seeing the first of two re-
bates hit their electric bills this month
after state leaders agreed to pledge
$200 million in direct relief for
ratepayers.

In fact, Berlin residential customers
received a $53.88 credit. A note in the
most recent bill from the town read,
“Maryland House Bill 1035, enacted
by Governor Wes Moore and the
Maryland General Assembly in 2025,
established the Legislative Energy Re-
lief Refund to help offset high energy
costs for residential customers in
Maryland.”

Rebate amounts will vary based on
a household’s energy use and by utility
company, but most ratepayers can ex-
pect to see between $30 and $67 com-
ing off their August or September
electric bills, Gov. Wes Moore’s office
announced Monday. A second rebate
will land between January and Febru-

ary.
“The reason we are so passionate
about the issue of energy affordability

is because we hear from our con-

Pumpkin
Patch Now
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Located at 9040 Worcester Hwy
in the Historic Town of Berlin
(410) 861-0084
stringandpetals.com

stituents about it every day,” said Gov.
Moore, a Democrat, in a statement
“Marylanders are deeply frustrated,
and their frustration is justified.”

Funding for the rebate comes from
the state’s Strategic Energy Invest-
ment Fund, or SEIF, authorized by
legislation the General Assembly
passed earlier this year, called the
Next Generation Energy Act.

The Next Generation Energy Act
also expands financial support to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions from
multi-family residential buildings and
establishes new standards to advance
nuclear energy generation across the
state, the governor’s office said.

The legislature created the SEIF in
2008 to receive proceeds from Mary-
land’s share of a regional carbon cap-
and-trade initiative. The fund is
supposed to be supported by multiple
revenue streams, including by utilities

that pay a compliance fee for not
sourcing a certain percentage of elec-
tricity from renewable sources.
Maryland’s Public Service commis-
sion says some utilities have been
known to pass the cost of that compli-
ance fee onto customers, leading some
Republicans in the General Assembly
to criticize the Moore administration.
The GOP-led Freedom Caucus in
its own statement accused Moore and
state Democratic officials of “moving
money around to make it look like
they’re helping” instead of addressing
the root cause of high utility rates,
which they claim is a “relentless cater-
ing to environmental activists.”
“Governor Moore isn’t giving out
relief — he’s just recycling ratepayer
money Maryland families already paid
on their utility bills,” Senate Minority
Leader Steve Hershey said Monday.
“Instead of fixing the failed policies

that caused rates to skyrocket in the
first place, Democrats are raiding the
(SEIF) as a short-term political gim-
mick.”

Moore’s office has publicly made
cost-saving measures for Marylan-
ders’ energy bills a priority this year.

The governor in June announced a
new $19 million Customer Relief Fund
to offer one-time financial assistance
to low- and middle-income ratepayers
for energy costs. Money from that
fund is administered through non-
profit organizations to communities in
need.

And, in May, Maryland joined a
partnership with federal, state, and re-
gional policymakers that’s pursuing
cost-saving solutions for consumers
and increased reliability of energy de-
livery. That collaboration is being
called the Northeast States Collabora-
tive on Interregional Transmission.

Upgrades eyed for food, beverage

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Sept. 25, 2025) The Ocean Pines
Association’s food and beverage facil-
ities are likely to receive hundreds of
thousands of dollars' worth of im-
provements over the next few years to
enhance the customer experience,
with costs split between OPA and the
vendor Touch of Italy.

The work will include basement
renovations, an ADA (The Americans
with Disabilities Act) compliant ele-
vator, second floor deck addition, and
accordion doors at the Beach Club, an
outdoor kitchen facility at the Yacht
Club, as well as a shade structure at
the Clubhouse Bar and Grille with a
pizza oven.

The estimated potential capital

spend at the Yacht Club for the out-
door kitchen’s structure is $125,000.

The overhang at the Clubhouse is
expected to cost $75,000-$100,000,
and the basement work and architec-
tural/engineering plans at the Beach
Club are likely to come to $75,000.

The Beach Club elevator is antici-
pated to yield a price tag of around
$225,000.

At the OPA Board of Directors
meeting on Saturday, Sept. 20, John
Viola, the community’s general man-
ager, requested permission to move
forward with obtaining proposals,
bids, and contracts to present to the
governing group at a later date for
these initiatives at the food and bev-
erage facilities. Viola maintained that
he did not seek approval for the ac-

tual spend, which will be a subse-
quent step.

The work on the food and beverage
structures is OPA’s responsibility,
while Touch of Italy will handle the
“dressing up” of the buildings’ interi-
ors.

“We are responsible for the struc-
ture,” Viola said. “We will continue to
be responsible for our structure.
[TOI] would be responsible for the
interior. They would invest in
kitchens, bathrooms, and bars.”

Ocean Pines leadership main-
tained that work at the Beach Club is
a priority.

“We have put very little into the
Beach Club over the last few years,”
OPA Board President John Latham

See OUTDOOR Page 11
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Outdoor kitchen eyed for club

Continued from Page 10
said. “There is a fair amount of work
that can be done. It's time for us to in-
vest in that facility.”

Work here will include a second-
floor deck, accordion door, an eleva-
tor, and basement renovations.

As for the Clubhouse, OPA will in-
stall a wooden overhang or a shade
structure. Underneath, TOI will, at
their cost, place a pizza oven.

A motion to proceed with the bid
process for the overhang was passed.
The shade structure is likely to cost
between $75,000 and $100,000. Di-
rectors Latham, Rick Farr, Jeff
Heavner, Elaine Brady, and Stuart
Lakernick voted in favor, while direc-
tor Steve Jacobs abstained.

Jacobs said that he could not push
the shade structure toward the bid
process, as he did not have enough
information. Viola said that TOI will
likely install a pizza oven underneath
the overhang, but that the restaurant
group will present their specific plans
for the facilities, including the pizza
oven for the shade structure, at a later
date, likely next month. Jacobs said
that he would have liked to hear
TOT’s proposal before making a deci-
sion.

“I am unclear on what we’re ap-
proving here, if Touch of Italy is going
to come in and tell us how they plan
to use it,” Jacobs said. “I would like

to have that information before we go
ahead and approve some sort of
building that may run the risk of sit-
ting there fallow because we don't
agree with what Touch of Ttaly wants
to do.”

At the Yacht Club, OPA will con-
struct an outdoor structure to house
a kitchen to service the tiki bar and
pool area. Viola said that the building
itself, to be paid for by the associa-
tion, will be around $125,000. TOI
will be responsible for the cost of the
kitchen equipment.

The OPA board maintained that
the new addition at the Yacht Club
will be a win-win, providing more
profits for the community and TOI,
and offering an elevated restaurant
experience.

“This [kitchen] will generate addi-
tional revenue while increasing the
dining experience for the pool and
patio area and relieve some of the
stress in the [existing] kitchen,” Farr
said.

The new kitchen structure will be
placed in a location that does not en-
croach on the patio space.

Officials maintained that the ap-
provals for these improvements were
to simply move forward with the pro-
posal and bid process, and that these
costs are, at this point, an estimate.
Contracts will be submitted to the
board at a later date for final review.
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WOC housing project county green lighted

Developer Ferrante revises
plans after commissioners
denied project last year

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Sept. 25, 2025) Worcester County
officials approved a zoning change
this week that gives developer Todd
Ferrante the go-ahead to build apart-
ments for seasonal workers on the
same property as his Park Place retail
complex in West Ocean City.

The county commissioners on
Tuesday unanimously approved a
zoning amendment that allows de-
tached multi-family dwellings as an
accessory use to a commercial devel-
opment. It means new residential
units can now be built as detached ac-
cessory dwelling units on the same
commercially zoned lot.

Before this, the zoning code dic-
tated that new residential units had
to be directly attached to or adjoining
a commercial structure — which is
why Ferrante, with plans to develop
seasonal workforce housing along his
Route 50 property, launched his bid
to have the law changed nearly two
years ago.

“I'm very happy that the commis-
sioners felt it was the right thing for
the community,” Ferrante said
Wednesday. “I was very appreciative
that the commissioners agreed with
what we had presented to them and
look forward to offering the commu-
nity much-needed year-round
rentals.”

Tentative plans call for a three-
story, 12-unit apartment building
with two- and three-bedroom units
behind Ferrante’s Park Place Plaza
shopping center on Route 50.

The property can accommodate
the housing project because it ex-
tends hundreds of feet back into a
densely wooded area, while his retail
storefronts are close to the highway.

“It makes sense to do residential
where it abuts residential, which is
what we did. The unit is so far back
away from commercial activity that
it’s more in the residential commu-
nity,” Ferrante said.

Ferrante said he hopes to start
construction next spring after getting
clearance from the county’s Planning
and Zoning Commission.

The zoning amendment comes
with specific stipulations. Parcels
must already be 65% developed, but
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then also must have sufficient open
space, aisle width, and parking. Sub-
ject properties must be on public
water with the ability to connect new
public water and sewer hookups,
known as equivalent dwelling units,
or EDUs.

While the commissioners denied a
similar version of the proposed
amendment by a 4-3 vote in March
2024, Tuesday’s yes vote was 5-0,
with Commissioners Caryn Abbott
and Jim Bunting absent.

One final tweak to the amendment
got the commissioners to yes: it only
applies to lots zoned C-2 General
Commercial that are directly adjacent
to properties zoned in the county’s R-
3 or R-4 districts, which is a designa-
tion for multifamily housing.

Before, the change would have ap-
plied to more than 1,000 properties
in the C-2 zoning. Now, the narrowly
tailored zoning policy applies to just
63 properties in Worcester County,
nearly all of which are clumped to-
gether in the West Ocean City corri-
dor.

Commissioner Eric Fiori (District
3, West Ocean City) said he cast a yes
vote after Ferrante narrowed the
scope of the amendment to apply to
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fewer properties.

“I was not in favor of the original
text amendment coming through for
that exact reason,” he said. “I think
the idea of transitioning from com-
mercial into residential, I think this is
a great fit for our community, espe-
cially pushing for our lack of single-
family dwellings in the county. I think
it’s a great use of the land and I think
it’s very well written the way it is.

“We're getting additional residen-
tial housing. We gotta be excited,
right?”

Worcester County’s comprehen-
sive plan in a 2009 update did pro-
vide for accessory residential units,
but they had to be attached to the
commercial building, like a mixed-
use building where apartments or
condos sit above ground-floor retail,
according to Hugh Cropper, the at-
torney representing Ferrante,

"Unfortunately, we haven’t really
seen any of those projects. There’s a
couple around, where maybe some-
body has a single apartment upstairs.
But the town centers of having com-
mercial uses where people live up-
stairs, that really never happened.
Hopefully this will allow that to hap-
pen,” Cropper said Tuesday.

Your Online Community: www.baysideoc.com
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Summer may be over, but

THE FIGHT IS NOT!

While we're making good progress towards killing this project...

...All the permits are still in place - state and federal...
...The Maryland state government is pushing the development...
...The developers have foreign investors with deep pockets, and...

THEY'RE NOT GIVING UP.

We'll keep fighting this development until the developer says it’s over.

We still need your help and support.

Sign up and help us
finish the job of
killing this project.

www.stopoffshorewind.com
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County seeking to buy sewer flow from city

Commissioners to request
$1 million-plus purchase at
Mayor and Council meeting

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Sept. 19, 2025) To lighten the
load on strained wastewater facilities
in the West Ocean City area, Worces-
ter County government officials will
formally ask the Ocean City Council
to sell them more space at the re-
sort’s midtown treatment plant to
process sewage flow.

The county commissioners agreed
in a 5-0 vote Tuesday to send Com-
mission President Ted Elder and
Vice President Eric Fiori to a meeting
of the council to make their formal
pitch. Commissioners Caryn Abbott
and Jim Bunting were not at Tues-
day’s session.

They’ll ask for 170,000 gallons of
daily sewage capacity at Ocean City’s
midtown wastewater treatment plant
to handle the flow from two waste-
water service areas, The Landings
and Assateague Point, according to
Public Works Director Dallas Baker.
Cost estimates to the county range
from $1.08 to $1.3 million.

If Ocean City accepts the updated
agreement, it would increase the
county’s total allocation to 1.17 mil-

aMariene()tt

11001 Manklin Meadows Lane
Ocean Pines, MD 21811

lion gallons per day and would re-
quire an amendment to their existing
agreement, according to Baker,
which states that only treated efflu-
ent from the Mystic Harbor plant
may be discharged into the Ocean
City system.

The upside to offloading county
sewer capacity could mean less of a
strain on the existing sewerage
plants in the short term, and lower
costs for upkeep and replacement in
the long run, county officials have
said.

Constructed for homes along
Route 611 in the West Ocean City
corridor, The Landings wastewater
treatment plant “has not been oper-
ational for some time” Baker told the
commissioners at their meeting
Tuesday.

County officials took it out of serv-
ice nearly 20 years ago because it
didn’t have enough of a customer
base to offset its high operating cost.
Its flow was eventually routed to the
Mystic Harbor wastewater treatment
plant, which also lies along the Route
611 corridor.

With increased residential devel-
opment in The Landings at Bayside
subdivision, Baker said his depart-
ment had looked more closely at re-
activating the facility. But testing
showed that’s not a viable path for-
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ward because, while the plant can
treat 100,000 gallons a day, its injec-
tion well can only get rid of 36,000
gallons.

One solution to make The Land-
ings facility operational again — one
of 11 total wastewater plants servic-
ing Worcester County, each meant to
operate as its own self-contained dis-
trict — would be to build an extensive
pipeline system to send flow to a
nearby golf course for spray irriga-
tion.

Add to that the price of acquiring
land and building storage lagoons,
and the upgrades would cost the
county about $10 million, Baker
said.

The cost differences could be sig-
nificant, county officials said. To
build additional pipeline for sending
sewage directly to Ocean City would
cost about $1 million, while fixes to
the under-performing county facili-
ties could end up in the $30 million
range, officials noted.

At the Assateague Point treatment
plant, Baker said state environment
officials had been pushing an up-
grade from a simple treatment la-
goon — where sewage is aerated,
chlorinated, and sprayed onto a field
— to an enhanced nutrient removal
system, or ENR, that would filter out
nitrogen and phosphorus.

“We were successful in pushing
back on that, so (the Maryland De-
partment of the Environment) re-
moved the ENR requirement,” Baker
told the commissioners, “but we
think it’s going to get harder and
harder moving forward to fight back
on that, as more of the state moves to
enhanced nutrient removal.”

Such an upgrade doesn’t come
cheaply. Baker noted how a sewage
treatment facility in Oxford, Mary-
land, had been converted in 2023
from a lagoon to ENR at a cost of $20
million.

An ENR plant is also a more com-
plex operation that would require
hiring more certified wastewater op-
erators, Baker said in an internal
memo.

Behind the scenes, it’s been a deal
county and city leaders have been
hashing out for weeks.

Ocean City’s representative on the
county board, Commissioner Joe
Mitrecic, said at the board’s previous
meeting on Sept. 5 how he’d been in
talks with Ocean City officials, dis-
cussing multiple scenarios for pump-
ing sewer flow from West Ocean City
to the resort’s midtown treatment
plant.

The 65th Street facility, with a
maximum capacity of processing

See SEWER Page 15

Guerrieri
Library

WORCESTER

Pre-K to Grade 12
410.641.3575
WorcesterPrep.org
Berlin, Maryland

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY
OCTOBER 11
10:00 a.m.

Scan QR to
Register




September 25, 2025

Bayside Gazette Page 15

Trunk-or-Treat
planned for Oct. 2
in AGH parking lot

Pathway to Excellence will
host second annual event

(Sept. 25, 2025) It will be a sweetly
ghoulish evening on Thursday, Oct. 2,
2025, when the Atlantic General Hos-
pital (AGH) Pathway to Excellence
Committee hosts its second annual
Trunk or Treat at the John H. ‘Jack’
Burbage, Jr. Regional Cancer Care
Center located at 9707 Healthway
Drive in Berlin.

AGH team members will decorate
their vehicles and fill their trunks
with Halloween goodies for a safe, su-
pervised and family-friendly event.
The event will run from 6 to 8:30
p-m., or until all goodies have been
distributed.

All kids are invited, and costumes
are encouraged. Parents are respon-
sible for the supervision of their chil-
dren at AGH’s Trunk or Treat.

Designated parking will be avail-
able at the event for the public. No
public vehicles will be allowed in the
Trunk or Treat area for the safety of
all participants.

Pathway to Excellence, awarded by
the American Nurses Credentialing
Center, honors organizations that
foster nursing excellence and a sup-
portive work environment. This des-
ignation strengthens patient care and
quality in our community. AGH is
proud to be on this journey and an-
ticipates receiving the designation in
Winter 2026.

Treat your family to a fun, safe and
enjoyable Halloween event from your
friends at AGH.

To learn more about this event,
please contact Kayla Wallace, MSN,
RN, CMSRN, NE-BC, at 410-629-
6480 or
kayla.wallace@tidalhealth.org.

Sewer treatment
facilities failing

Continued from Page 14
about 15 million gallons per day of
wastewater, has ample room to spare
for the county’s 170,000-gallon re-
quest, Mitrecic said.

Worcester County already has an
agreement with Ocean City that can
send, if needed, about a million gal-
lons of sewage daily to the 65th
Street facility under Isle of Wight Bay
using an existing sewer main.

Separately, Ocean City officials
say they’re planning for a three-year,
$41.6 million upgrade to its waste-
water treatment plan. That project
aims to rebuild the front end of the
facility, which first came online in
1969, Public Works Director Hal Ad-
kins told the Ocean City Council at a
Sept. 2 meeting.

SAVE THE DATE NOVEMBER 8 & 9 » 0C GONV. CTR
AUTUMN SATURDAY 11AM-2PM
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Free Citizen Tire Disposal
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Must be a Worcester County resident (photo ID required)
No business or agricultural drop-off
B MARYLAND'S

% e

**Prefer tires off rims**
For More Information call
410-632-3177 ext. 2405




Page 16

Bayside Gazette

September 25, 2025

An architect’s rendering of the new Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire Department’s south side station is pictured.

New fire house start date pushed to winter

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Sept. 25, 2025) The construction
start date for the new fire station
planned for Ocean Pines’ south side
has been pushed back from fall 2025
until winter 2026, officials said this
week.

At the Ocean Pines Association’s
board meeting on Saturday, Sept. 20,
community general manager John

Viola provided an update about the
ongoing project to replace the deteri-
orating firehouse located at 911 Ocean
Parkway. That initiative was expected
to break ground in October of this
year. However, that estimated start
date has been pushed back a few
months, and the new facility’s actual
build-out will begin sometime in the
winter of next year.

The replacement of the fire depart-

ment’s South Side Station has been a
long-standing desire of the commu-
nity. The original structure, now unfit
to adequately service the fire team,
was built in 1981, said Ocean Pines
Volunteer Fire Department President
Joe Enste at a public hearing this
summer.

In 1985, a 4,200-square-foot addi-
tion was added to accommodate the
new EMS side of the department, and

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

in 1987, a 500-square-foot addition
was made for administrative offices.
However, since those modifications,
only minor improvements have been
made to the building, such as paint-
ings and replacing kitchen cabinets.
“Structurally, this building has
stayed the same as it has been since
1987,” Enste said at the summer’s
public meeting.
See STATION Page 17
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Station project
seeks approvals

Continued from Page 16

In addition to drainage issues,
leaks, and mold concerns, the old
structure’s engine bay doors are only
12 feet wide and not large enough to
accommodate the modern, larger fire
trucks.

Additionally, the new building will
feature the creation of a proper decon-
tamination station, which is currently
lacking in the existing facility, and
gender-separate bunk rooms that will
be spacious enough to accommodate
the department’s overnight needs.

Despite the fire station’s construc-
tion date being pushed back a few
months, the project is still progress-
ing. Viola stated at Saturday’s meeting
that the initiative had been seen by
Worcester County’s Technical Review
Committee during the previous week.

On Oct. 2, the project will be pre-
sented to the county government’s
planning commission. Viola said that
construction permit plans will be sub-
mitted following that meeting, and
that costs for plumbing and mechani-
cals will be confirmed by mid-Octo-
ber.

OPA officials will update the com-
munity on the South Station’s
progress as necessary.

“This [project] is a big one for
Ocean Pines,” Viola said.

THE PUNCTUAL PLUMBER

OP’s Viola provides monthly report

General manager details
ongoing, completed and
upcoming maintenance

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Sept. 25, 2025) The Ocean Pines
Association continues to upkeep its
amenities and utilities, including the
racquet center, the golf course, and
neighborhood parks, officials said at
a community monthly board meet-
ing.

Last week, OPA General Manager
John Viola updated the association’s
board and residents on ongoing and
recently completed maintenance
projects. Viola first touched on the
work at the neighborhood's golf
course.

OPA has begun investing in its golf
course, and as such, last year, a proj-
ect to replace the site’s 50-year-old
failing irrigation system kicked off.
Phase one of that initiative included
work on holes one and nine, the prac-
tice range, and the pump station. The
total cost of this stage was $934,000.

Now, Ocean Pines is gearing up for
that project’s second leg. Phase two
will include holes numbered four
through eight and is scheduled to
begin in November, with an expected
completion date of March. This por-

tion of the irrigation replacement is
estimated to yield a total price tag of
around $900,000. Additionally,
bulkhead replacement on the 18th
green and fairway is planned for
2026.

Viola said that some issues on the
golf course arose at the end of August
and early September, when an abun-
dance of rain created puddles that
boiled and killed the turf. The general

‘It used to happen to the greens.
“IThis time], it didn’t happen
on the greens!

OPA General Manager
John Viola

manager maintained that this is com-
mon for the area towards the end of
summer, and that golf staff were
proactive, aerating and seeding
promptly to maintain the course’s
conditions.

“It used to happen to the greens,”
Viola added. “[This time], it didn’t
happen on the greens.”

Furthermore, earlier this month,
Ocean Pines staff added mulch to the
dog park and playgrounds. A gazebo,
or weather shelter, was also installed
at the dog park in August as part of an
effort to enhance the space.
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At the bocce court, Viola said that
pavers will be installed in October.

“I believe that’s going to look really
nice,” the general manager said.

Repair work continues at the rac-
quet center, with cracks at a total of
10 courts fixed and restriped on Mon-
day, Sept. 22. That maintenance was
approved earlier this year for a cost of
$57,875.

Viola noted that the association
continues to invest in the racquet
center, spending $759,615 over the
past six years to enhance the space.
This includes building renovations
and repairs. The general manager
added that to improve the sports
complex further, OPA hired a full-
time director within the past few
years to provide residents with a pro-
fessional and thriving place to partic-
ipate in paddle-wielding activities.

Additionally, OPA staff updated
the community on next month’s re-
serve study. The association’s leaders
have contracted with DMA Reserves
for $18,480. The findings will aid
Ocean Pines in developing budget es-
timates and upgrading the strategic
plan.

DMA’s team will be on-site in mid-
October to complete the study. The
draft report will be released before
the budget, likely by the end of De-
cember.
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Diakonia project scores $150K from state

Funding commitment seen
by nonprofit officials as
major ‘vote of confidence’

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Sept. 25, 2025) Local legislators
have secured a $150,000 pledge from
the state toward local nonprofit Di-
akonia’s ongoing headquarters proj-
ect in West Ocean City.

Maryland’s Board of Public Works
on Sept. 10 approved the funding,
which will support of the acquisition,
planning, and construction of Diako-
nia’s new supportive living campus
along Route 611.

Lower Shore lawmakers Del.
Wayne Hartman and Sen. Mary Beth
Carozza requested and secured the
money through a capital bonds
process dating to 2023. The full proj-
ect, estimated to cost $12 million,
will bring dozens of affordable hous-
ing units to the area when com-
pleted.

Carozza (R-38) said the organiza-
tion is well-respected statewide and
is in “a class of its own” by providing
community services for veterans and

the homeless, including its proactive
Rapid Response Team that strives to
provide services before a person’s liv-
ing situation becomes desperate.

“Diakonia is a leader in helping the
most vulnerable in our shore commu-
nity,” she said.

Hartman (R-38C, Worcester) said
Diakonia’s transitional housing op-
portunities provide a unique and
much-needed service to the commu-

nity.

“Some of those people that they're
helping would not have had the help
if it wasn’t for the efforts of Diakonia,
going out into the community, iden-
tifying some of the homeless folks,
and actually getting them to serv-
ices,” he said. “It's a win for the com-
munity and certainly a win for those
individuals and having a more stable
environment.”

When completed, the new campus
will be “a lifeline for those in crisis,”
said Amanda Shick, Diakonia’s capi-
tal project manager. She said the
agency is deeply grateful to the state
for its investment.

“This support is a powerful vote of
confidence in Diakonia’s mission to
provide ‘Help for Today and Hope for

Stroll through our meadow
filled with butterflies & birds.
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trails finding art & inspiration

along the way.
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Adults - $15 e Children 16 & Under - Free
Guided Tours Available » Additional $10

Make Reservations Online
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K"’_ AT PEPPER CREEK

To reserve tickets, delawaregardens.org

30220 Piney Neck Road | Dagsboro, DE 19939

Meadow Tour

Friday, October 10
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Free with Garden Admission

Tomorrow’ for the families, Veterans,
and individuals we serve. As we con-
tinue writing grants and building our
capital campaign fundraising com-
mittee, this funding helps lay the
groundwork to bring this vision to
life,” she said in a statement.

Founded in 1972, the nonprofit
has long since outgrown its current
headquarters along Old Bridge Road,
home to a food pantry and office
space. Its emergency housing is at ca-
pacity nearly year-round, as fewer af-
fordable housing units and rising
rents mean people stay longer in the
shelter space.

An official groundbreaking at the
new site was held Aug. 13 and at-
tended by local community members,
volunteers, and elected officials, in-
cluding Department of Housing and
Community Development Secretary
Jake Day.

The legislative largesse will sup-
port Phase 1 of the campus project on
4.4. acres, including an upgraded
community thrift store, an expanded
food pantry and distribution center,
a dedicated veterans resource center,
as well as consolidated office space
for staff.

Phase 2 will include 42 new long-
term and transitional housing units,
with a focus on living space for veter-
ans and their families.

Carozza also noted that Maryland
is facing a housing shortage that has
led to a severe lack of affordable units
on the Lower Shore. About 40% of
the population in her district, which
includes Worcester, Wicomico, and
Somerset counties, is living below the
poverty line.

Both lawmakers added that their
initial requests were much higher:
Hartman sought $200,000 in aid,
while Carozza, in a direct request last
year Gov. Wes Moore’s office, sought
$862,000 from the governor’s
budget.

And, because bond initiatives
made through the legislature are typ-
ically in the $50,000 to $200,000
range, Carozza also said she’s prepar-
ing to make another “significant” re-
quest of Gov. Moore for his fiscal
2027 budget.

“The way these projects work,
given the high cost of the expansion
project, done in phases, you work in
your budget request over a period of
time,” she said.

Your All-in-One Solution from Grass Roots to Tree Tops

FALL
+ Turf Aeriation /

Turf Overseeding
» Fall Cleanups

FALL - WINTER

* Dormant Pruning

SPRING
» Turf Applications

302-227-1980 302-645-6262

MD Lic. #001823 STILANDSCAPE CENTER

LANDSCAPE SPECIAL

Try our landscape service and
let us prove we are the best option.

Book Summer - Fall and get

20% OFF

SUSSEX TREE, INC.
New landscape quotes only. Cannot be combined with

any other offers or coupons. Some exclusions apply.
Expires 10/31/25

SwAYREE

SUSSEX
'TREE N

Serving Delmarwva for Over 35 Years

Our expertise, proven track record, and innovative
approach enable us to deliver top-tier services with...

State-of-the-art equipment
for maximum efficiency

Highly trained experts
certified arborists with
decades of experience

Comprehensive services
to solve every problem

0000

SussexTreelnc.com

YEAR-ROUND
Tree Care
Landscaping
Plant Health Care
Irrigation
Hardscaping
Landscape Lighting

TREE SERVICE SPECIAL

$50 OFF

Trimming or Removal over $500

$150 OFF

Trimming or Removal over $1,000

SUSSEX TREE, INC.
Valid with coupon only. Cannot be combined with
any other offers or coupons. Some exclusions apply.
Expires 12/31/25

Your Online Community: www.baysideoc.com




September 25, 2025

Bayside Gazette

Page 19

Obituaries

ELIZABETH FLYNN DUFF
Ocean Pines

Elizabeth (Betty) Flynn Duff, age
96, died on Monday, September 15,
2025, at Brightview Senior Living in
Catonsville.

Born in Fayet-
teville, North Car-
olina, she was the
daughter of the late
Thelma Caddell
Flynn and the step-
daughter of the late
Charles A. Flynn, Jr.
In addition to her
parents, she was predeceased in 2015
by her loving husband of 65 years,
James A. Duff.

She is survived by her four chil-
dren, Catherine, James and his wife
Karen, Michael and his wife Marilyn,
and Matthew and his wife Jodi. She

Elizabeth Duff

WINTER BOAT STORAGE
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Boat Storage, Winterizing & Shrink Wrap
Available for all Makes & Models
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= ‘@

Family Owned & Operated for 48 Years

410-213-2296

www.harbormarineoc.com

ZrITTTIIIIITIIT;

is also survived by eight grandchil-
dren, Jacqueline, Elise, Kevin,
Caitlin, Brian, Kellie, Shannon, and
Patrick, as well as five great grand-
children, Frances, James, Tate, El-
liott and Mason.

During her younger years she
lived in various places as her stepfa-
ther worked for a Navy contractor
and was assigned to sites for navy
base construction from Florida to
Virginia prior to and during World
War II.

Mrs. Duff graduated from Ben-
jamin Franklin University in Wash-
ington, D.C.

During her husband’s career with
General Accounting Office, the fam-
ily lived in Madrid and Paris. After
returning to the states, they made
their home in Bethesda, Maryland
until Betty and her husband retired.

SYAMAHA
HARBOR MARINE

12731 Sunset Avenue » Located 1 Block from the Worcester County Boat Ramp in West Ocean City
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After retirement, they moved perma-
nently to Ocean Pines, Maryland in
1982.

In Ocean Pines, she became active
in many community organizations
and served on various boards. Mrs.
Duff was a parishioner of St. John
Neumann Catholic Church, where
she served as a Eucharistic Minister
and was a member of the Altar Guild.
She also served as Secretary for the
U.S.S. Miami, a reunion group for
her husband’s WWII ship.

A viewing will be held on Monday,
Sept. 29 from 5 to 7 p.m. at The
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Burbage Funeral Home, Berlin. A
mass of Christian Burial will be held
at St. John Neumann Catholic
Church in Ocean Pines on Tuesday,
Sept. 30 at 11 a.m. Interment will fol-
low at Garden of the Pines Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made in Betty’s name to Gilchrist
(gilchristcares.org/donate). Letters
of condolence can be sent to the fam-
ily via
www.burbagefuneralhome.com.
Arrangements are in care of The
Burbage Funeral Home in Berlin,
Md.
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33rd Annual Berlin Fiddlers Convention

Berlin was packed last Friday and Saturday for the 33rd Annual Berlin Fiddlers Convention.
Main Street was closed Friday evening for performances by The String Buzzards and The Plate
Scrapers. Kicking off Saturday morning’s live music was The High and Wides at 11:30 a.m.
followed by the competition for top fiddle and banjo players, among others. The Clendenen

Brothers closed the event making its first appearance at the event.
STAFF PHOTOS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
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Ocean Pines to relocate helicopter landing

County requested new pad
after old site determined by
officials to be too small

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Sept. 25, 2025) A new, larger, and
more capable helicopter pad is being
installed in Ocean Pines in the near
future to accommodate the increased
size of modern emergency aircraft.

At the OPA’s Board of Directors
meeting on Saturday, Sept. 20, the
community’s general manager, John
Viola, presented plans to shift the
current helicopter pad outside the
neighborhood’s south side fire station
about 20 yards away.

A fresh and enhanced landing zone
will be created. The county requested
the upcoming work, as the existing

pad is too small. The anticipated cost
to move the helicopter space is
$10,000-$15,000. The Ocean Pines
Volunteer Fire Department will apply
for a grant to cover the project’s price
tag.

OPVFD Joe Enste said that the
county’s request is to align better
with newer, larger helicopters. Over
the past few years, the Maryland
State Police have updated their emer-
gency aircraft to accommodate a
team of four, a patient, and some-
times an additional provider.

“The pad we currently have does
not fit appropriately for that kind of
helicopter,” Enste said. “They can still
land, but it is a challenge. Depending
on the wind direction and things like
that, there have been instances where
the helicopter has slipped off the side
of the roadway.”

The current pad’s width is around
25 feet, the fire president added. The
recommendation is that these sites be
installed in an area of approximately
100x100 feet. Enste said that the new
zone will only reach about 40x40
feet, but that it should be enough
space for a helicopter to land.

“It'll be a big improvement,” he
said.

Additionally, the fire department
and county staff are considering fol-
lowing Ocean City’s lead, which has
recently installed an IRF (Instrument
Flight Rules) landing zone near
Northside Park. Enste said that these
sites allow helicopters to “use just
their instruments to land during bad
weather events.”

This inclement weather could in-
clude something as simple as excessive
wind in one direction, which would

impact a helicopter’s ability to fly.

“Having an IFR landing zone
would allow pilots to navigate
through many more conditions than
they normally would,” Enste said.
“Right now, they have that on the is-
land, but there is no other spot in the
county that has that. There’s a new
emergency manager, Director Chris
Shaffer, who has taken over at the
county level. He’s exploring options
to create a site at the north, south,
and middle of the county, so that we
can have more access to the medevac
helicopter, even during inclement
weather. We will keep the community
informed of any updates on that. ”

There is no set timeline for the cre-
ation of the new helicopter pad in
Ocean Pines, but Viola said that the
association will begin the process “in
the near future.”

Worcester winding down comp plan process

Commissioner questions
why Ocean Pines excluded
from demographic data

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Sept. 25, 2025) While Worcester
County officials report nearing the
end of the long planning process for
the 2026 Comprehensive Plan, one
county official wants to make sure
his constituents aren’t left out.

When the County Commissioners
were presented with a preliminary
version of the document Tuesday,
Ocean Pines representative Commis-
sioner Chip Bertino wanted to know
why his district — which is a home-
owners association, not a formal mu-
nicipality — wasn’t included by name
on a page showing census and demo-
graphic data.

“Ocean Pines is not listed here and
it’s the largest population base in the
county,” Bertino said. “I was curious
as to why they’re not separated out.
... I believe very strongly that Ocean
Pines should be recognized as an en-
tity whose interests should be re-
garded moving forward.”

The county’s Planning Commis-
sion had raised that same point and
they've already addressed how in-
cluding more Ocean Pines data will
be part of later plan revisions, re-
sponded Jennifer Keener, director of
the county Development Review &
Permitting office.

State law requires that local juris-
dictions prepare comprehensive
plans to guide growth and develop-
ment for environmental resources,
transportation, economic develop-
ment, and more. Worcester County’s
first Comprehensive Plan was re-

leased in 1965, followed by updates
in the mid 1970s, and then another
in 1997.

While the county Planning Com-
mission is supposed to review its
comp plan every 10 years, it hasn’t
formally updated a new plan since
2006.

By this December, the Planning
Commission should have its final
draft ready, which would then be
sent to the state for a 60-day review,
according to according to Michael
Bayer, with consulting firm Wallace
Montgomery.

He told the commissioners Tues-
day it typically takes 18 to 24 months
to put together a comprehensive
plan. Now, after months of meetings
with county planning staff, the
process is nearing the end of the
early data compilation and writing
process.

Bayer reported that data gleaned
from a public engagement campaign
had reached 1,500 people. It’s been
used in monthly meetings with the
county’s Planning Commission,
where they’ve been discussing “chap-
ters” of the document on topics like
water resources, housing, and land
use, among others.

Following that, the document
comes back to the Planning Commis-
sion for last looks before they send it
along to the commissioners for re-
view and adoption. The document
should be finished and released to
the public early next year, according
to Bayer.

“It’s a very collaborative process,”
he said. “If there are some other
comments from you, groups or any-
body that you want to give us direc-
tion for, you know, we’ll work
through that as well.”

County chooses Keller firm to manage BES

Company would oversee
school construction project
expected to start May ‘27

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Sept. 25, 2025) The Worcester
County Board of Education unani-
mously approved hiring a construc-
tion manager to oversee the
Buckingham Elementary School re-
placement project, pushing that un-
dertaking closer to officially
breaking ground.

At its meeting this week, the
school board approved a contract,
for $3,075,294 with Keller Brothers
Inc.,, a Maryland-based company

that will act as the BES rebuild’s
construction manager. Keller Broth-
ers will be responsible for providing
preconstruction, construction, and
post-construction services to the
school replacement project.

School board member Jon Andes,
who once service as the superin-
tendent of schools for Worcester,
asked if Keller Brothers has any pre-
vious experience in building schools
on the Eastern Shore. The school
system’s maintenance and opera-
tions manager, Sam Slacum, as-
sured him and the board that the
firm is well-equipped to take on the
BES work.

“Keller Brothers have not been
involved in building a new school;

however, they have been involved in
several contracts constructing build-
ings on the shore,” he said. “They
have an office in Salisbury, so they
are invested in this community ...
Most recently, they have completed
construction on the Berlin State Po-
lice barracks. They are also the con-
struction management firm that is
building the public library in
Pocomoke.”

The school board’s approval of
the contract with Keller Brothers
was unanimous. Member Elena Mc-
Comas moved to accept the agree-
ment and member William Gordy
seconded.

The Buckingham Elementary
School replacement project has

been a county priority for some
time. The project was officially ap-
proved last year, when the state and
county both pledged the funds to
ensure it could come to fruition. The
local government will pay $47.9 mil-
lion, while the State of Maryland
will provide $25.8 million for the
initiative.

According to the new school’s de-
sign plans, the building will be a
two-story school with sufficient
space to house grades pre-K through
grade four. The facility will be about
90,750 square feet, with around
69,387 square feet planned for the
first floor and 21,364 reserved for
the top story. Construction is set to
begin in May 2027.
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Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

Citizen involvement
can still continue

The Ocean Pines Association Board of Directors certainly
has the courage of its convictions, as it shut down most of the
association’s committees despite pleas to spare them.

Rather than take a slower approach that might have been
less alarming to the public, the directors on Saturday ripped
off the Band-aid, suggesting they believe acute pain is easier
to endure than lingering uncertainty about which committee
would go down next.

The directors also helped themselves by packing into one
day all the objections to their plan instead of having to ad-
dress the same arguments over the next few months while
they went down the roster of committees one by one.

Regardless, the directors now have a more efficient man-
agement model with just three committees reporting to
them: the Budget and Finance Committee, the Elections
Committee, and the Architectural Review Committee.

Although the work of the budget committee could be han-
dled in-house, the association’s bylaws require its existence,
as they do the other two, but for different reasons.

Like boards of elections everywhere else, the Elections
Committee’s job is to keep the ruling body’s politics out of
the process, while the architectural review committee is sim-
ilar to a planning and zoning commission.

As for the others, they were as much advocacy groups as
they were advisory committees, hence the friction between
them and board members when committees got ahead of
themselves and the board’s conservative financial approach.

But now, with these committees’ departure, the question
is whether this reduction in citizen involvement has made
association government less democratic.

No. There is no prohibition against groups organizing ac-
cording to shared interests or against the right of individuals
and group representatives to be heard at public meetings.

In that instance, the only requirement would be that as-
sociation members who wish to be involved must attend the
meetings.
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Letters

Committee vote a
sad day for Pines

Editor,

On September 20 2025,
the Ocean Pines Board of Di-
rectors majority voted to dis-
band most of the advisory
committees in our home
owner’s association, which
existed for several decades.
This day will be one of the
saddest in Ocean Pines his-
tory when Directors with
limited to no experience
working in any of these com-
mittees decided they knew
better now.

Reasons included that the
Ocean Pines management
organization is now larger
and has the “capability” to
replace committee work,
“lines of communication”
between the committees and
board were “inefficient and
strained,” and the sitting
committees  were  just
“searching” for things to do.
In my over 30 years as a
project manager in the envi-
ronmental industry, when
there was a communication
problem, I worked to resolve
the breakdown and learned
how to work with colleagues,
not find ways to cut off com-
munication channels. The
Board has the luxury of high
authority in this association
and it is their responsibility
to properly lead and com-
municate with other groups

of people.
As a former committee
member and observing

other committees, all of
these members come from
professional backgrounds
with skills, talents, and en-
ergy ready to serve. We are
not sitting robots waiting to
be turned on to act. In my
experience, the committees
did not insist on or push cer-
tain actions, but only made
recommendations with the
full understanding that most
may not be implemented
based on further Board con-
sideration. We all accepted
that condition. We just
wanted clear feedback as
that was our experience as
professionals.

It is a fallacy that commit-
tee work could easily be re-

placed with a paid staff
member in the management
organization. The commit-
tees provided many benefi-
cial services for free, which
represented what home
owners desired in their asso-
ciation. I agree that some
past committee actions were
awkward, but that is what
people do. We are not pro-
grammed robots. That is
when leadership needs to
step up and lead, not elimi-
nate.

It is another fallacy that
intermittent ad-hoc work-
groups could operate any-
thing like the  past
committees. What will likely
happen in the future is that
Ocean Pines management
will have to outsource at a
great expense to business
entities to fulfill some of
those services, as has oc-
curred in Captain’s Cove.
Say good-bye to the low as-
sessment fee and to most of
the services we received
through the committees.

We can only hope that in
the near future we can get
new Board members with
intelligent insight to repair
the severe damage we now
suffer. Unfortunately, it will
be highly challenging to re-
create the strength of the

past  committees  that

evolved over several
decades.

Tim Peck

Ocean Pines

Disappointed by

committee move

(The following letter was
sent to the OPA Board of Di-
rectors prior to last Satur-
day’s meeting and vote with
a copy forwarded for publi-
cation.)

Editor,

I am writing to express
my disappointment in your
decision to put forth a mo-
tion to disband most of the
advisory committees. This
disappointment has to do
with the motion itself but
also with the awareness that
the community can expect
no discussion of this motion
that would reflect your hav-
ing earnestly considered the

ramifications of this deci-
sion.

The rationale presented
in the proposed motion is
that “OPA’s management
team has grown in size and
in depth of talent and abil-
ity.” The management team,
as you know, is not there to
be advisory to the board of
directors, nor is their role to
speak to governance issues.
One of the most important
governance duties of the
board is to prioritize spend-
ing such that it reflects not
only operational needs but
also the priorities of the OPA
members. The advisory
committees have their fin-
gers on the pulse of the
membership’s priorities and
have historically served as a
conduit for information to
the board about community
priorities.

There is a long history of
member priorities that were
germinated and incubated in
advisory committees then
eventually got a life in the
imaginations of the board
and the general manager
and came to fruition because
the board did their job of ap-
proving the required fund-
ing. Among many great
improvements that were
first germinated in advisory
committees are the elec-
tronic signs and good neigh-
bor awards
(Communications Commit-
tee); the statement of values
and priorities that became
wedded to the general man-
ager’s priority list and
formed the basis for the now
published General Man-
ager’s Strategic Plan (Strate-
gic Planning Committee);
several iterations of amend-
ment and restatement of the
OPA Bylaws (Bylaws Com-
mittee); Family Fun Night at
the YC Pool (Aquatics); out-
sourcing our food and bever-
age operations
(Clubs—already disbanded);
expanding the pickleball
courts and rebuilding the
racquet center building
(Racquet Sports); resisting
the call to shut down the golf
course and instead to invest
in it (Golf); humane man-

Continued on Page 23
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agement of the goose population (En-
vironment and Natural Assets);
Ocean Pines Expo (chairs of all the
committees); to name a few. These
have not only brought quality of life
benefits to Association Members but
have also directly or indirectly reaped
financial rewards for OPA.

As you know, members of the
board do not come to their positions
with in-depth knowledge of all as-
pects of the social (amenities) and
physical infrastructures of Ocean
Pines. Historically, they have relied
on the passion and knowledge of a
broad spectrum of volunteers to be
their eyes and ears on the ground in
the form of advisory committee
membership.

As a former director, I am inti-
mately familiar with the many ways
in which the relationship between the
board and its committees has been
fraught, and both sides of that equa-
tion have required repeated re-
minders of the boundaries of their
respective roles and responsibilities.
This has not always been comfortable
or seemed efficient, but nonetheless,
outcomes were achieved that may
never have come to fruition without
the committee members’ lively dis-
cussion of pros and cons, and their
passionate commitment to respond-
ing to and informing the board of the
community’s priorities and wishes.

We all owe a debt of gratitude to
these passionate and hard-working
volunteers not only for the work they
have done and the outcomes they
have achieved, but for their courage
to persist in their efforts to be heard
(despite push-back from the board
and vilification in social and news
media). If approved, the motion you
are considering is not only a slap in
the face to these volunteers but it is
also a huge loss of human capital and
the potential improvements to our
community these volunteers are yet
to germinate and bring forth.

This board is one of the most
opaque in recent memory for coming
to meetings and voting on motions
without any meaningful discussion of
the pro’s and con’s of what is being
proposed.

I will applaud Steve Jacobs for
being the consistent voice of dissent-
-if only in service of bringing forth
minority community opinions on
things. Yet, his attempts to spur hon-
est debate have consistently fallen on
deaf ears, and in some cases have
been ridiculed by the board leader-
ship. You can take a page from the
playbook of your advisory commit-
tees who have modeled for you how
to engage in earnest research and
honest debate that fully examines a
diverse complement of issues related
to proposals they put forth to you
(sometimes year after year until you
finally see the light).

I urge you to at least engage in

honest and earnest debate about this
motion before you — yet again — dis-
miss Steve Jacob’s comments and
proceed to a mindless vote on this.
More importantly, I urge you to with-
draw the motion or vote against it. I
regret that I am unable to attend your
meeting on Saturday to express these
thoughts in person.
Colette Horn
Ocean Pines
(The writer is a past OPA Direc-
tor, Secretary, Vice President, and
President and past Liaison to the
Communications, Parks & Rec,
Strategic Planning, ARC, and Rac-
quet Sports advisory committees.)

Compromise mindset

needed on wind farm

Editor,

As a resident of Berlin, within an
eight-minute drive of Ocean City, I
often go there and take advantage of
the beach, the ocean and its expan-
sive views.

While I philosophically greatly
support wind energy and its expan-
sion, I can see and understand argu-
ments, both economic and
environmental, against the proposed
installation within the site distance of
Ocean City. I believe those involved
should take a good hard look at a dif-
ferent location or a different environ-
mentally safe and sustainable energy
source. It seems the only voices
which have spoken out on this issue
are those totally committed to an un-
welcome installation near one of our
nation's top resource and fishing
areas or those totally against it, who
present no viable alternatives.

I grew up in one of the most pol-
luted areas of New Jersey, not far
from an Exxon refinery that exploded
several times, and the Elizabeth area
waterfront which saw several oil
tankers leak toxic pollutants into the
Arthur Kill section of the Hudson
River. I certainly don't want to see it
happen in the area to which I moved
to get away from the destruction of
the environment I saw where I was
born and raised.

I hope both sides can tone down
the rhetoric and come to a compro-
mise that doesn't result in a return to
the toxic pollution caused by either
coal burning or pollution from oil or
other soon-scarce and harmful fossil
fuels. Although I am not an expert, I
have lived through the negative and
unhealthy effects of pollution and
don't want to see it coming to the Del-
marva Peninsula.

I have expressed my feelings both
to the Environmental Defense Fund
and Ocean City Mayor Rick Meehan,
and occasionally to other state and
federal officials, but have not as yet
received a response. I hope someone
will answer my concerns shortly.

Bob Faszczewski
Berlin
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DEMOCRATS

Annual Kennedy King Dinner

October 9, 2025 6:30PM
Worcester Technical High School

Please Join Us
to Honor

County Commissioner
Diana Purnell

$100 per person
or
$750 table sponsorship

For reservations and/or questions
please email lainerad@comcast.net
Please make checks payable and mail to:
DCCWC

PO Box 1582
Berlin, Md. 21811

I

Authority of the Democratic Central Committee of Worcester County
Cherie McNett, Treasurer
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BY DANIEL GRINBERG / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

Daniel Grinberg, of Philadelphia, is a user-experience researcher for a consulting company. This is his ninth crossword for The Times
since 2019, The unusual arrangements of black squares in the middle of the grid playfully hint at its theme, The shaded squares in

the lower left and the three black squares under them represent a “sign” that’s also part of the theme. — W.S.

ACROSS

1 New H.S. student

6 They’re here today,
gone tomorrow

10 Complete

14 Swanky Tokyo
shopping district

19 Supplier of
oxygenated blood

20 Very similar

22 Shaped like a kiwi
fruit

23 Orange creature in an
arcade game

24 Trees native to the
Yukon

25 Young bucks, say

26 Supplier of 110-Across

29 Locale of the oracle
of Apollo

32 Some tots’ transports

36 Allhallows

37 Trees on the National
Mall

40 Nintendo character
with
a long, sticky tongue

43 Emmy-winning
actress Edebiri

44 Celebration dedicated
to
a saint

46 Vessel that infuses
and pours

48 Italian for “year”

49 Reason to atone

50 Lindsay who played
both twins in 1998's
“The Parent Trap”

51 Monumental

Online subscriptions: Today's
puzzle and more

than 4,000 past puzzles,
nytimes.com/ crosswords

($39.95 a year).

52 Voice of 110-Across

34 Arftist and co-creator
0
91- and 110-Across

56 Confectioner said to
have co-created
Rocky Road ice
cream

57 Liverpool’s borders?

58 Bowie collaborator
Brian

99 Key that a Mac lacks

60 1949 short that
marked
the first appearance
of 91- and 110-Across

69 Left-wing activist
movement

72 Sax who invented
the saxophone

73 horse

77 Emulate an owl

78 Closely tracking

80 Love letters?

81 Apropos

82 It pumps up the
volume

84 What a queen may lay

87 Wong, co-star
of “Always Be My
Maybe"

88 Signature sound of
91-Across

91 Target of 110-Across

93 Partner of a pestle

94 Broadband
connection,
in brief

95 North Carolina
college town

96 Eccentric

97 Personal trainer’s
count

98 “That's useful
information”

101 Unscheduled slots

106 P, to Pythagoras

107 DuBois’s portrayer
in the film “A
Streetcar Named
Desire”

110 Devious character
who's the subject of
this puzzle

112 Company that
once offered “50
Free Hours"” CDs

113 Bert’s best buddy

114 Supervised

115 Upper limit

116 “Huh?” in Honduras

117 Mercilessly mock

118 Part of Wayne’s
world?

119 Nonkosher sandwich,
in brief

DOWN

1 Page for online
answers

2 Stick up

3 Source of minerals

4 Part of many purses

5 It’s buried to make
peace

6 Cost of a cab

7 Baldwin of “The
Boss Baby”

8 Imbecile

9 Overhead light?

10 Gucci who pioneered
bamboo-handled
handbags

11 Auditorium balcony,
e.g.

12 Cajun cooking staple

13 Shaving on citrus
desserts

14 “You have my
blessing”

15 Russian ruler
nicknamed “The
Moneybag™

16 This very moment

17 Wine also known as
Primitivo, familiarly

18 Purchased spots

21 View from St. Moritz

27 Certain taco topping

28 “Uh-uh™

29 Run down

30 Tied up

31 With little excess

33 Big Burger,
fictional Hawaiian
fast-food
chain in “Pulp
Fiction”

34 Cream that’s said
to combat dark
circles

35 Holding the
biggest grudge

38 Prime retail area:
Abbr.

39 Match up, as two
devices

40 Oscar-winning
Michelle

41 Pearl Harbor Aviation
Museum site

42 Dazed and confused
45 story

46 R&B group with the
No. 1 hit “Waterfalls”

47 Stand-up comic
Margaret

53 It falls in the fall

35 Day, in Dijon

60 Be part of the crowd,
with “in”

61 “That feels
incredible!”

62 Silence-enforcing doc

—

ns

ns

ne

nz

| ne

anvil

64 Spokeswoman
in Progressive
commercials
65 Rising
66 Some megafauna,

informally

cheer)

novel

70 “Uh-uh”

63 Avoid, as a falling

69 Captain in a classic

67 Summer cabin, maybe
68 “Go 1" (Boston

71 Head over head?

74 Actress Pflug

75 Rod in a hot rod

76 qud after film or
pinot

78 Vocally combine
talking and crooning

79 H.S. diploma
alternative

82 Tummy-toning tool

83 Renowned N.Y.C.
venue for divas

85 Energy-saving vehicle

86 Guzzle

89 Raw fish dish

90 Be a buttinsky

92 Lack of a voice

97 Witherspoon of
“A Wrinkle in Time”

98 Modern locale of
ancient Babylon

99 You, to Shakespeare

100 Ozone layer issue

101 Accented
exclamations

102 Two-in-one shampoo
and conditioner
brand

103 Paris’s Panthéon,
for one

104 Latin list shortener,
in brief

105 Risqué message

108 Ttalian architect
Ponti

109 Nest builder

110 Awe

111 heard
enough!”
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For Like New & Used Gars & Trucks

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

PREVIOUSLY OWNED
VEHICLES for SALE
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No Appointment Necessary
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» _—
11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 ¢ 410-352-5070
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road)
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© Puzzles by Pappocom
HARD - 67 1

Fill in the blank spaces
the grid so that every vertical
column, every horizontal row
and every 3 by 3 box contains
the numbers 1 through 9, with-
out repeating any. There is re-
ally only one solution to each

puzzle.

9

in

Answers to last

week’s puzzles
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9 57|31 4|8 2 6
4 1 2|7 8 6|3 9 5
2 8/ 5|6 9 7]4 1 3
17 418 56 3|9 6 2
3 6 912 4 1|5 7 8
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6 4 3]1 7 8]2 5 9
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County tables solar ag legislation for now

Emergency bill needs at
least six commissioners to
vote before can be enacted

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Sept. 25, 2025) Worcester County
officials failed to enact emergency
legislation last week that would have
increased local oversight for solar
panel farms, including setting new
decommissioning procedures, be-
cause two lawmakers were absent for
the vote.

Instead of taking effect after the
usual 45 days, an “emergency” bill
goes into law immediately when
passed. It also has a higher standard
than a simple majority, instead re-
quiring six of seven county commis-
sioners to vote yes.

But because representatives Caryn
Abbott (District 1, Southern) and Jim
Bunting (District 6, Bishopville)
didn’t attend the Sept. 16 meeting of
the Worcester County Commission-
ers, the body didn’t meet the emer-
gency standard.

That led Commissioner Chip

Bertino to work out a quick compro-
mise. He asked his fellow commis-
sioners — all of whom were ready to
vote yes on the solar bill — to table
their emergency vote for the next
commissioners meeting, which is
scheduled for Oct. 7.

A yes vote on Oct. 7 puts the emer-
gency bill into effect right away. Had
the board approved the legislation on
Tuesday with five votes, it would have
taken effect Oct. 31.

Why the hurry? The commission-
ers have been eager to update the
county’s laws on solar panel farms —
specifically, they want developers on
the hook for decommissioning costs
should a facility suddenly go dark.

Decommissioning in this case
means the removal of solar equip-
ment from its acreage and restoration
of the site to agricultural use, includ-
ing cleanup of hazardous materials.

As more and more developers
pitch solar panel farms on agricul-
tural land in Worcester County, com-
missioners expressed concerns that
property owners, like generational
family farmers, would be stuck with
cleanup costs, or might see their land

forced into a tax sale, should develop-
ers walk out on a land lease.

Officials asked staffers to write
new regulations that would have
forced developers to pony up for
cleanup costs at the start of the per-
mitting process, not the end, which
had been the case.

The county’s emergency bill says
developers must post a bond for 125%
of the anticipated cost of decommis-
sioning, which mirrors a state regula-
tion. Bonds are re-evaluated every
five years.

The decision Tuesday to postpone
the emergency bill vote won’t impact
the two major solar farm projects now
in the pipeline for Worcester County,
according to Jennifer Keener, the
county’s director of Development Re-
view & Permitting.

Keener shared the top-level details
of the bill with the commissioners
ahead of their vote to delay Tuesday.
It modifies the solar farm review
process to be consistent with current
practices in state law and adds the
bonding stipulation for decommis-
sioning.

The bill also says utility-scale solar

farms — ones generating at least 2
megawatts of electricity, enough to
power hundreds of homes — that
don’t generate power after six months
are said to be formally abandoned.
After a year, an abandoned solar farm
is then deemed a public nuisance.

State law also requires posting a
bond for utility-scale solar but that
doesn’t include the cost of salvage.
The county’s bill does include salvage
costs.

The commissioners have more
closely eyed solar farm oversight
since state lawmakers passed the Re-
newable Energy Certainty Act in May,
which set new state zoning standards
for community solar projects that
were more restrictive than what
Worcester County had on the books.

That law (SB 931) not only set new
aesthetic standards for buffering,
lighting, and height restrictions, it
also altered the level of control the
state could exert on county solar proj-
ects: any solar farms meeting the util-
ity-grade standard of more than 2
megawatts can be preempted by the
state, snatching the final say from
county leaders.

i OPEN HOUSES

Sept. 25 - Oct. 2

BB B o o o

DAY/TIME

Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm
Fri-Mon 11am-4pm
Friday 12:30-2:30pm
Friday 3-5pm
Saturday 10am-Noon
Saturday 10am-Noon
Saturday 10am-Noon
Saturday 10am-Noon
Saturday 10am-1pm
Saturday 11am-1pm
Saturday 11am-2pm
Sat & Sun 11am-3pm
Saturday Noon-2pm
Saturday 12:30-2:30pm
Saturday 1:30-3:30pm
Saturday 3-5pm
Sunday 10am-Noon
Sunday 11am-1pm
Sunday 12:30-2:30pm

ADDRESS
12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC

Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside

BR/BA
2BR/2BA

703 Loop Road, Ocean City 4BR/3BA
124 75th Street #103, Ocean City 3BR/2BA
12140 Pimlico Lane, Berlin 4BR/3.5BA
114 Georgia Avenue, Ocean City 3BR/2BA
4 Mayflower Court, Ocean Pines 4BR/2.5BA
609 Bayshore Drive #32, Ocean City 3BR/2BA
12117 Pimlico Lane, Glen Riddle, Berlin 4BR/2.5BA
10 Cannon Drive, Ocean Pines 3BR/3BA
11204 Coastal Highway Unit 3C, Ocean City 2BR/2BA
12430 Old Bridge Rd, West OC 2BR/2BA
10300 Coastal Highway #1802, Ocean City Studio
201 S Heron Drive #G5, Ocean City 2BR/2BA
703 Loop Road, Ocean City 4BR/3BA
27450 Covered Bridge Trail, Harbeson, DE 3BR/2BA
609 Bayshore Drive #32, Ocean City 3BR/2BA
12117 Pimlico Lane, Glen Riddle, Berlin 4BR/2.5BA
201 S Heron Drive #G5, Ocean City 2BR/2BA

STYLE PRICE
Single Family from  from $284,750
1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+ Condos, Towns & SF -
Single Family $1,249,900
Condo $799,000
Single Family $999,000
Condo $574,900
Single Family $425,000
Townhome $849,900
Single Family $995,000
Single Family $445,000
Condo
Single Family from $284,750
Condo $268,900
Condo $398,400
Single Family $1,249,900
Single Family $575,000
Townhome $849,900
Single Family $995,000
Condo $398,400

Team Bouse House/ReMAX/Advantage

$674,900 Tim Meadowcroft/Long & Foster Real Estate

AGENT/AGENCY
Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community
Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Kim Heaney/BHHS/PenFed Realty

Katie Quinn/ BHHS/PenFedRealty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker
Marlene Ott/BHHS/PenFedRealty

Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Katie Landon/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker

Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers.

o

octodaydispatch.com - baysideoc.com
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Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com
by 5 p.m. Monday. All community-related activities will be

published at no charge.

Thurs., Sept. 25

STORY TIME: FALL

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m.
Songs, crafts and a story. For ages 2-5
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

PLAY TIME

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Join in for a variety of activities and
toys. Play and socialize with other fami-
lies. For ages 2-5 years. 410-632-3495,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

0C CHESS CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Enjoy a relaxing game of chess
every Thursday at the library. 410-524-
1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org

NATURE FAKERS

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Dr.
Ralph Lutts discusses John Burroughs,
who, with an assist from Theodore Roo-
sevelt, campaigned against writers who
were selling embellished nature stories
as nonfiction. 410-208-4014

INTRODUCTION TO SCULPTURE
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 2 p.m. Learn some-
thing new and try your hand at sculpting.
Presented by Wocky Pots Studio. 410-
957-0878, www.worcesterlibrary.org

FIRESIDE CHAT

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 3 p.m. A book
discussion featuring books participants
have already read and want to share.
Find your next great read. 410-641-
0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org

DRY PANTRY

Thursdays - St. Paul United Methodist
Church, 405 Flower Street, Berlin, 10
a.m.-1 p.m. For those in need of re-
sources such as paper products, laundry
products, baby items, and personal care
items. Limits apply. 410-641-0270

Fri., Sept. 26

OCEANS CALLING

Ocean City Inlet, 809 S. Atlantic Ave.,
12-11 p.m. Performers spanning various
genres including Weezer, Fall Out Boy,
Noah Kahan, and Green Day; gourmet
food; amusement park rides; games; and
more between stages. Tickets:
www.oceanscallingfestival.com.

quested to play the games with their
children. Admission fee is $5. Food and
drinks welcome. Ice cream will be sold.
Prize donations accepted. No cash
prizes. 410-641-7052

brary Card Sign-Up Month, and you
may need a safe place to keep your new
card. Come make your own library card
holder. For ages 6-11 years. 410-641-
0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org

the traditional technique of tin punch-
ing. Learn how everyday items were
made in the 1700s. For ages 6-11 years.
410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

0C MAHJONG CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own
tile set. All adults welcome. 410-524-
1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org

SURVIVAL SPANISH: NUMBERS
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1 p.m.
Learn vocabulary for numbers in Span-
ish. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

DISCOVERY DEN AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Come enjoy a new topic every
week. Week 1: Art Studio. Best for ele-
mentary and middle school students,
but all are welcome. 410-632-3495,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

SIPPIN’ WITH SLOTHS

Coastal Wilds, 34215 Peppers Corner
Road, Frankford, 6-8 p.m. Cost is $40
and includes sloth encounter, self-
guided tour, and one complementary
glass of wine. Tickets: https://book.sin-
genuity.com/469/activity/details/2284/
rates. 302-829-1548

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO

Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo
starts at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available
before bingo and at intermission. 410-

524-7994

Sat., Sept. 27

OCEANS CALLING

Ocean City Inlet, 809 S. Atlantic Ave.,
Ocean City. 12-11 p.m. Performers span-
ning various genres including Weezer,
Fall Out Boy, Noah Kahan, and Green
Day; gourmet food; amusement park
rides; games; and more between stages.
Tickets: www.oceanscallingfestival.com.

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BREAKFAST BUFFET
Whaleysville United Methodist, 11716
Sheppards Crossing Road, Whaleyville,
7-10 a.m. Buffet will include pancakes,
bacon, sausage, scrapple, scrambled
eggs, chipped beef, hash brown pota-
toes, toast, fruit and assorted beverages.
Cost is $10 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT BINGO NIGHT
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, 6 p.m. Parents are re-

LIBRARY CARD WALLETS
Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 11 a.m. It’s Li-

ANNUAL MEN’S FASHION SHOW

St. Paul United Methodist Church, 405
Flower St., Berlin, 6 p.m. Free will offer-
ing and refreshments.

OCEAN PINES FARMERS & ARTISANS
MARKET

Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239
Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Shop
for everything from fresh local produce
to unique handmade artisan goods. Also
featuring family-friendly activities,
music and unique shopping experiences.
Open to the public, year round. 410-641-
7052,
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages
/farmers-artisans-market

Sun., Sept. 28

OCEANS CALLING

Ocean City Inlet, 809 S. Atlantic Ave.,
12-11 p.m. Performers spanning various
genres including Weezer, Fall Out Boy,
Noah Kahan, and Green Day; gourmet
food; amusement park rides; games; and
more between stages. Tickets:
www.oceanscallingfestival.com.

BERLIN FARMERS MARKET

Sundays - Pitts Street, Commerce Street
and Main Street, Berlin, May through
October, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine.
Producers only market featuring more
than 50 farmers, food cultivators, bak-
ers, distillers, seafood, meat and more.
Also featuring a petting farm (9-11 a.m.),
free kids art station and live music. The-
BerlinFarmersMarket.com

SEWING FOR A CAUSE

Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30
a.m. to noon. Learn how to sew while
making a difference. 410-641-0234

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10
a.m. WWw.jw.org

Mon., Sept. 29

STORY TIME: GOSSIE AND FRIENDS
Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For chil-
dren ages 0-5 years. 410-524-1818,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

COLONIAL CRAFTS

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4:30 p.m.
Create your own quill pen and explore

INTRODUCTION TO ACUPUNCTURE
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5:30
p.m. Dr. Brooke Bochinski LAc., DOM,
from Sea Wellness Acupuncture, teaches
this introductory class. 410-632-3495,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

THE DELMARVA CHORUS OPEN
HOUSE/GUEST NIGHT

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, 6-8 p.m. All ladies are
invited to attend and spend an evening
learning all about the chorus. Fun,
smiles, laughter and goodies are guaran-
teed. Elissa, 410-641-8050, www.del-
marvachorus.org

AMERICA’'S BOATING COURSE

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 6-9 p.m.
Class held Sept. 29, 30 and Oct. 1. Cost
is $28. Free to high and middle school
students. Meets all state requirements.
Register: Michael Alpaugh, 302-218-
9474, alpaughmt@gmail.com.

T.0.PS. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169
Mondays - Atlantic General Hospital,
Conference Room 1, 9733 Healthway
Drive, Berlin, 5-6:30 p.m. Take Off
Pounds Sensibly is a weekly support and
educational group promoting weight
loss and living a healthy lifestyle. Rose
Campion, 410-641-0157

BRIDGE

Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center,
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30
p-m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00
p-m. All ladies who love to sing invited.
Elissa, 410-641-8050; on social media;
or delmarvachorus.org.

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS

Mondays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road,
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100

Tues., Sept. 30

STORY TIME: APPLES

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 10:30 a.m. Crafts,
songs and stories. For ages 0-5 years.
410-957-0878, www.worcesterlibrary.org

SENSORY STORY TIME
Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m.
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Story time geared for ages 0-5 years fea-
turing seasonal themes designed to sup-
port early literacy skills with stories,
songs and finger plays. 410-641-0650,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

BABY TIME

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Songs, rhymes and stories. Stay
after to socialize with other families. For
ages 0-2 years. 410-632-3495,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

0C KNITTING GROUP

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet?
Bring whatever project you happen to be
working on. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org

AROMATHERAPY WORKSHOP

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m.
Learn how essential oils have been used
for a variety of health issues. Create your
own custom fragrances and use them to
create three personal aromatherapy
items. Registration required: 410-524-
1818.

TEEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE INTEREST
MEETING

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m.
Need service learning hours? Enjoy
some pizza as the group talks about teen
programs at the library. For ages 12-18
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org

THE ART OF STORYTELLING

Art League of Ocean City Center for the
Arts, 502 94th St., 6-8 p.m. Featuring
author Stephanie Fowler, dancer Fiona
O’Brien and musician Will Fothermel
and writer Gwendolyn Lehman. Free
event with refreshments provided.
https://artleagueofoceancity.org, 410-
524-9433

CROSS FARMS POP-UP FARMERS
MARKET

Tuesdays - Flower Street Field across
from Henry Park, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Ac-
cepting Maryland Department of Agri-
culture FMNP (WIC & Seniors) Checks
and Maryland WIC Fruit & Vegetable
Checks. Also offering a "Produce Bucks"
program, which doubles purchases for
eligible residents. https://www.face-
book.com/theberlinfarmersmarket.

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY

Tuesdays - Worcester County Health
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive,
Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly
support and education group promoting
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-
289-4725

0C KNITTING CLUB

Tuesdays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m.

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE

Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and oth-
ers interested in watching or learning
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info: TangobytheBeach.com.

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS

Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with
optional light weights.
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS
GROUP

Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral,
11021 Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m.
Use the weight loss program/app/plan
of your choice. Free and open to every-
one. 410-641-4882,
www.htcanglican.org/activities.

Wed., Oct. 1

REGISTRATION DEADLINES FOR COUNTRY
LINE DANCE LUNCH

Held on Oct. 3 at Northside Park in
Ocean City from 11:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Dancing, pizza and drinks. Cost is $8 for
Ocean City residents and $10 for non-
residents. Register by Oct. 1. 410-250-
0125

BLESSING OF THE PETS CEREMONY
Church of the Holy Spirit Episcopal,
10001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 1
p-m. Pets should be on leashes or other-
wise under their owner’s control. Any
size, shape or type of pet is welcome. You
may also bring a picture of a departed
pet, or a stuffed animal. 410-723-1973

PUZZLE SWAP

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1-7 p.m. Bring
your gently used puzzles and leave with
new-to-you puzzles. Don’t have a puzzle
to exchange but still want one? That’s
OK too. All puzzles must be complete in
their original boxes. 410-641-0650

BEACH HEROES-0C

Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round.
Trash bags, grippers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome.

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7
p-m. www.jw.org

DELMARVA LEATHERNECKS MEETING
Residence Inn by Marriott Ocean City,
300 Seabay Lane, Ocean City, 5:30 p.m.
The foundation was formed by local vet-
erans and patriots committed to raising
funds and providing services to local
veterans and worthy charities. www.del-
marvaleathernecks.org

AN EVENING OF SONGS AND STORIES
Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 6 p.m. Local

ocean City-

gerlin, MD

Rotary

NEW ROTARY MEMBERS

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

The Ocean City-Berlin Rotary Club installed two new members recently. Pictured, from left, are Cliff
Berg, co-president, and new members Lou Ann Danner and Jim Loveless.

singer-songwriters Bryan Scar and
Cathy Jane take the stage for a special
duo performance. Each sharing their
unique journey through music. 410-641-
0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org

FREE SQUARE DANCE LESSONS

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, 7-8:30 p.m. Adult sin-
gles and couples welcome. RSVP: 908-
229-8799.

FAMILY FUN NIGHTS

Wednesdays (through Aug. 20) - Ocean
Pines Yacht Club Pool, 1 Mumford's
Landing Road, 6-8 p.m. DJ, games and
prizes. Food available for purchase. Ad-
mission is $3 for OP swim members, $5
for OP residents, $7 for non-residents
and free for non-swimmers. Cash only.
410-641-7052, oceanpines.org

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m.
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Last Wednes-
day of the month meetings are offsite
and information can be found on the
website and Facebook. www.kiwaniso-
fopoc.org.

CASH BINGO

Wednesdays - Ocean City Elks Lodge
2645, 13708 Sinepuxent Ave. Door open
at 5 p.m., bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. Food
available before bingo and at intermis-
sion. Open to the public. 443-605-5028

ONGOING EVENTS

YOUNG HISTORIANS ESSAY CONTEST
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington
St. Open to middle and high school stu-
dents. All entries that meet require-
ments will earn one hour of service
larning. Winners in each age group will
receive an extra prize. Reach out to his-
tory@worcesterlibrary.org for any local
history research assistance. Stop in or
call for full details. 410-632-3495 Due

by Nov. 15.

THE BOO-K BAG

Pocomoke library, 401 5th Street,
throughout October. Check out a mys-
tery BOO-k bag. Each pack contains a
surprise seasonal title, a sweet treat and
a cozy cup of hot chocolate. Return the
rating slip for a chance to win a prize.
410-957-0878

CREATIVITY CORNER

Berlin library, 13 Harrison Ave.,
throughout October. Students are in-
vited to visit the library’s Creativity Cor-
ner to engage in STEAM-related projects
and crafts. Activities change monthly.
For ages 12-18 years. 410-641-0650

HISTORY-TO-GO: CROSS STITCHING

Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington
St., throughout October. Includes info
sheets, recommended activities, supplies
and more. Pick up from the Snow Hill li-
brary. 410-632-3495

LEAF IDENTIFICATION GAME

Pocomoke library, 401 5th Street,
throughout October. Find the falling
leaves throughout the library and match
them with their description to property
identify the leaf. Complete the game and
enter for a chance to win a new Peter-
son’s Tree Identification Guide book.
For families. 410-957-0878

PUMPKIN SCAVENGER HUNT

Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
throughout October. Find all of the
pumpkins and solve the riddle, then
choose a pumpkin recipe and a prize
from the treasure chest. For families.
410-208-4014

PURNELL MUSEUM AT THE LIBRARY: TOYS
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington
St., throughout October. In partnership
with the Purnell Museum, come see the
history displays that will feature toys
from the colonial era to the 20th cen-
tury. 410-632-3495
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Call 410-723-6397 or email

classifieds@octodaydispatch.com
by Monday, 5 p.m.

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch &
Bayside Gazette each week & online at
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com

2] ][]

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED RENTALS RENTALS COMMERCIAL

MARINE HELP NEEDED
Must be able to launch and

Established Fast-paced S
retrieve boats at boat ramp

PART TIME
MAINTENANCE MAN
Flexible hours. Experience
preferred. Nice working
atmosphere in a waterfront
community. 410-641-5102
Call for interview.

2BR, 1BA, Small Condo.
5th Street, 1 block to the
boards. No smoking/pets.
$1,000/mo. + util’s.
1-month sec. dep. req.
Oct. 10th-May 10th. OCMD.
410-952-5234

RESTAURANT (mainly pontoon boats),
Is seeking power wash boats, service
. outboards (change oil, spark
An experienced, plugs and winterize).
year-round Starting salary $20 per hour.
SAUTE CHEF Call 410-213-1383.

CARPENTERS HELPER
OC Home Improvement Co.
looking for help with
Demo/Light Drywall,
Carpentry and Painting.
Must have transportation.
Text 410-430-5027.

Send resume/inquire
Beacheats2@gmail.com

Classifieds 410-723-6397

St. Matthew’s by the Sea
United Methodist Church
in beautiful Fenwick Island is
looking for a
PT ORGANIST/PIANIST
to join our staff!

Learn more at smbts.org or
call 302-537-1402.

OC WINTER RENTAL
Downtown
2BD/2BA Apt. Furnished,
central HVAC, W/D, WiFi,
cable included. Occ. Imtd.
to 2. No smoking/pets.
$800/mo. + utilities.

OFFICE ASSISTANT

Local new home builder looking for year round parttime ex-
perienced assistant for our West OC office. This person will
be working 2-3 days per week, 8-4, and needs to be flexible
to cover the office managers days off. A friendly personality,
a good grasp of proper communication skills, polite phone
manners, punctuality, the ability to work well with others,
strong computer skills with experience in word & excel and
the ability to multi-task are required. Dress is business ca-
sual and salary is negotiable based on experience.
Email resume to rhresorthomes@gmail.com
No Phone calls please.

410-202-6353

Fully Furnished 2BR/2BA.
Newly updated Seaway

AMERICAN LEGION
Assistant Manager,

PM Shif
2 Line %olotks’ condo, 3rd floor walkup,
Part-time. Oceanblock. Pet/max. 4

occupants. All utilities plus
basic cable and internet
included. Available 10/1-
5/31/26. $1,400 mo.

Exp. required.
Apply at Post,
2308 Philadelphia Avenue
or call 410-289-3166

CARPENTERS &
CARPENTERS HELPERS

Must have
Tools, Transportation, Drivers License

Experience preferred, but will train.

PATTERSON & SONS
BUILDERS
rhp510@aol.com
410-641-9530

(1st, last month plus $500
dep. required)
610-405-8942

JOLLY ROGER
Small Engine Mechanic.

Ride Maintenance. JOYCEPETRAUSKAS@
Year Round. GMAIL.COM
Wage starts at $15/hour & .
up based on experience.
Benefits available. YEARLY RENTAL

410-289-4902 319 Robin Drive

Available Immediately

2BR, 1BA, Unfurnished.
Dog friendly,
ground floor.

Ideal 2 mature adults
w/strong work history.
$2,000/mo. + electric.
Call/text 703-819-7400

OFFICE ASSISTANT

Busy office is looking for
someone to help with
various duties. Human
Resource/payroll
experience a plus.
Located in Clarksville, DE.

Please call for more info:
302-228-2353

Worcester Prep is seeking a qualified
Coach for the following sports:
Varsity Girls Lacrosse
Varsity Boys Tennis
The ideal coach will have a passion for coaching
young athletes, with a focus on developing their
athletic abilities and character.
%bfg@
For more information, please scan | 2255
the code or visit our website. EeERE
worcesterprep.org/about/employment

Worcester Prep is a fully-accredited Pre-k through grade 12
independent school located in Berlin, MD.

i '
REAL ESTATE INC

Yearly & Seasonal
entals
We Welcome Pets
7700 Coastal Hwy
410-524-7700
www.holidayoc.com

9’% DUNKIN’
oonuTs
AMERICA RUNS ON DUNKIN"

NOW HIRING!!

Production Crew
for our WOC kitchen facility

WOC RENTALS
5BR/5BA House. Furnished
or unfurnished. Starting at
$3,950/month. Just steps

from the Harbor.

Call 410-213-1633 for
availability & full details.

Y/R Rental
2 Bed, 2 Bath Home
Avail. Nov. 1st. Unfurnished.
No pets. $2000 per month +
electric + sec. deposit.
410-390-2269

WOC RENTALS
Furnished 1BR/1BA Apt.
Steps from the Harbor.
$2000/month including

utilities. Call 410-213-1633
for availability & full details.

Welcome to your sunlit,
stylish studio in one of
Midtown Manhattan’s

premier full-service
buildings at 420 W 42nd St.
This modern home features
floor-to-ceiling windows with
stunning city views, a sleek
kitchen with stainless steel
appliances and granite
countertops, and an open
layout ideal for relaxing or
entertaining. Enjoy luxury
amenities including a
24-hour doorman, concierge,
fitness center, pool, sun
deck, resident lounge, and
on-site laundry. Steps from
Times Square, Hudson
Yards, and the Theater
District, this apartment
offers upscale city living at
its finest.

CALL/TEXT 415-466-1813.

Email
Iw182206@gmail.com.

YR RENTAL
2BR/1BA. Avail. Nov. 1st,
end unit, 2nd floor,
furnished.
$1,400 monthly + util.
Robin Dr., OC
410-430-5316

Up to $20/hr.
Apply online at:
www.delmarvadd.com

HELP WANTED

AU States

CONSTRUCTION COMPARNTY, INC

COMPLETE EXTERIOR RENOVATION EXPERTS

Currently Hiring Manpower For:

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics

Concrete Work

o Experience preferred.
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license
are a plus.
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits
package available.
Please Apply Online:
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

Seeking YR & Seasonal
Rentals!
Call Howard Martin Realty
410-352-5555.

Classifieds
410-723-6397

Deadline is
Monday @ Spm

Commercial Space
for Lease.
ONLY 1 UNIT LEFT!

Approx. 1000 sq. ft.
Busy major road in
Town of Berlin.
Call 443-880-8885 for
more information.

Contractor Shop/
Warehouse For Rent
West OC. 1,000 sq.ft.

w/Bathroom and HVAC.
Call 443-783-2125.

Industrial Space
Yard and Storage Shed.
Approx. 10x25+/-
Route 90/Bishopville.
Call 443-497-4200.

2 Office/Retail Spaces
available in West Ocean
City. Approximately
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.
Call 443-497-4200

SERVICES

LARRY’'S HANDYMAN
SERVICE
No job too small. Entrance
doors, interior doors, storm
doors, shower doors, drywall
repairs and paint, laminate
floors, interior paint.
Over 40 years of carpentry
experience. Please call
Larry, 410-251-9066

DONATIONS

Do you have an old bicycle
not being used? It could
mean a world of difference to
a hard-working international
student. We are looking to
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at
443-975-3065.

PETS

Labradoodle Puppies,
multigenerational. Instagram
@ the.doodle.doggies.
Vet checked, first shots.
$850. Townsend, DE
302-666-8504

TINY YORKIE PUPPIES
Home Raised
2 males left
Mother and Father on
premises
302-934-8913

GETIT
RENTED HERE!

410-723-6397
www.octodaydispatch.com
www.baysideoc.com

-

'0C Today-Dispatch & tews spons

WWW. octodaydlspatch com

ORDER YOUR CLASSIFIEDS ONLINE!

Place AnAd 3% e Convenient
* Quick
¢ No Waiting, No Calls

¢ Days, Nights & Weekends
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FOR SALE ESTATE SALE ESTATE SALE

3 Window A/C Units.
Used only 4 days while main
HVAC compressor was
replaced. 2 LG brand 12K
BTU, $300 ea. & 1 LG brand
8K BTU, $200. All 3, $750.
Brad, 410-935-1963

Classifieds 410-723-6397

SERVICES

ESTATE SALE
Saturday, 9/27, 9am-3pm
51 Clubhouse Dr.,
Ocean Pines.
Collectables, furniture,
antiques, china/crystal,
Longaberger, Xmas decor,
artwork, Raven, Balt. Colts,
Nascar memorabilia,
coastal decor.

CASH & CARRY

BUDGET MOVERS

443-664-5797
LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING
Full Packing Service

Piano Movers - Full Service

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

ESTATE SALE
OYSTER HARBOR
12716 Whisper Trace Dr.,
OC. Sept. 27 & 28, 9am to
2pm. Furniture, coastal
decor, household items.
Non-smoking and no pets
home. Same day cash and
carry.

MISC./OTHER

Though |, barefooted,
Would like to dance thru it all,
The devil’s high heeled!
My toes, so tender,

And the floor, crowded.

Serving the Newspapers of
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
NETWORK

SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details!
1-855-337-5228
www.dental50plus.com/
MDDC #6258

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

FOR SALE
Prepare for power outages
today with a GENERAC
Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase.

Call 1-855-993-0969 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

MISC. FOR SALE
Get DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In
Gift Cards. Call Today!

1-855-407-6870

MISC. FOR SALE
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The
Latest iPhone Every Year
On Us! 855-977-5719

REAL ESTATE
We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-866-541-7929

Advertise in MDDC 410-723-6397

Habitat

for Humanity®
of Worcester County

D LA B LA

BEYOND

We’re Uniting the Housing
Industry in Support of
the 2025 Bishopville Build

habitatworcester.org

Consumer Cellular:

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE, WITHOUT
BIG WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

& 2024 Consumer Cellular Ine. Terms and Conditions subject to cha
E-billin. 5 and other pply. Credit approval required for ne
is subject to system limitations.

it for AutoPay and

Plans shown above include 55
4 C ¢ inall areas and

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535.

Call 855-993-0969
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

*Terms and Conditions apply.

2025 Summer

Home Protection Event!

GUTTER
PROTECTION

End Cleaning Out Gutters!
LIFETIME

TRANSFERABLE

Zero Clogged Gutters Guaranteed
= WARRANTY

T )

X Without LeafFilter &  With LeafFilter

Promo Code: 285

CALL 844-566-3227 FOR A FREE INSPECTION!
75% OFF + $250

Installation Discount

*$250 discount (no cash value) is for same-day signing only, This offer cannat be combined with any other promation or offer, No obligation estimate valid
for 1 year. +See representative for full warranty details, See website for all license and registration numbsers, AR 366520025, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT
HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FLCBCOS66TE, 1A C1 27230, 1D ACE-51604, LA 559544, MA 2132492, MD MHIC1 11225, MI262300331, 262300330, 262300329,
262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IRB10524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, N| 13VH13285000, MM 408693, NV 869%0, OR 218294,
PA PAYT79643, RI GC-41354, TH 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-T63PG, W1 No, 537-DCFRR WV WNVOS6

Limited time only!*
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\ VY,

CLEANING SERVICES

CARPET CARE

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
Grout Cleaning

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

I\ 302-436-5652

i

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

DENTAL

DePalma Dental, ccc

Michael DePalma, D.D.S.
Errin DePalma, D.D.S.

500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3 Phone: 410-641-3222
Berlin, Maryland 21811 www.depalmadental.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES

PAR H

HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs

“WE DO IT ALL”

* Roofing Repairs < Rain Gutters * Screening « Staining
*Roof Cleaning - Gutter Guards ¢ Painting « Caulking
« Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing
* Deck Repairs

Licensed * Bonded * Insured * MHIC 17433
“A Family Tradition Since 1935”

410-893-9707

Pat Parrish

HOME IMPROVEMENT

~<"
BAYSIDE
BUILDERS,,

CLEANING SERVICES
Complete Home Improvement Contractor

e Licensed and
Fully Insured

* Free Estimates

e Locally Owned

e Cleaning Specials
* Roofing

* Maintenance

* NOW OFFERING *
DISPOSAL ROLLOFF SERVICE

Quick Reliable Service 7 Days A Week
Clean Up Crews Available + 15 & 20 Yard

410.713.8599

MHIC#95214

HOME IMPROVEMENT

* 0 Payments m

* 0 Interest PARADISE Andersen g
* 12 Months N ..
* Free Estimates  410-430-2583 ﬁ

ROOFING - SIDING

WINDOWS - DOORS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MHIC 114960- Insured- Affordable

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eastern Shore
Home Improvement Services LLC

Home Repair, Maintenance and Millwork

Z\, 410-600-5243

. Blake Fleming, Owner

Veteran Owned and Operated Licensed & Insured, MD # 162919

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Established 1977 wn ls “

Home Improvement, Inc.

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Let’s schedule your Fall & Winter Projects!
We accept MC/Visa

(410) 641-3762
Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured ® MHIC #8465

LAWN IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

Paramount Lawn and Irrigation Specialists
v Lawn Sprinkler Systems -Installation, repairs & service
v Spring Start-Ups and Winterization service

v Low Voltage Landscape Lighting

v Residential and Commercial Avoid the Delays
v All Brands serviced Medication & Therapy
Call Today! 410-600-0007 MD DE Lic. 410-641-5190
or email paramountsprinklers@gmail.com ",‘F ,/' ;
MHIC: #164045 - Fully Insured s | ?":t{ [ e 3

Island Care Mental Health "=

Mary Deborah Wilson
PMHNP

MVA LICENSED

NEW TITLEJANDATA'GSYANDIMORE;

| www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

£,

~ JODY PALMISANO 410-_629-5600

PAT’S PAINTING IN THE PINES
Reliable and Affordable Painting

SPECIALIZING IN CABINET PAINTING

Delaware ~ Ocean Pines ~ Ocean City ~ Berlin
[/1 Powerwashing [/] Drywall Repairs
[] House/Deck Staining [#/] Wallpaper Removal

[/] Custom Painting

410-641-5957

Resident of Ocean Pines

Licensed
& Insured

Free
Estimates

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“One stop shop
for Home
Improvement”

Phil Parrish
@ PipeLine
Contracting, u.c
Home Improvement Services Company

I Home Improvement Design & Bertch Cabinet Retail

* Cabinets & Countertop * Flooring & Tile US Veterans
* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling  * Residential & Commercial Administration
« General Carpentry & * Servicing Maryland & Approved Contractor

Painting Delaware Beaches

11312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in Today!

(410) 208-1518  (410) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net ¢ info@pipelinecontracting.net
MDHIC # 107489 « DE # 2014100304 * Insured & Licensed

LANDSCAPING

Lawncare, Landscaping & Hardscapes
¢ Driveway Seal Coating
e Brush Removal

e Hauling

e Mulch

e Planting

¢ Stone Driveways

e Patio & Walkway

e Custom Landscape

FREE ESTIMATES
410-430-7543

MOVING SERVICES

(esSCq
O "e@

MHIC #12398 MDA #30202

The Area’s #1 Moving Gompany
LOCAL . ENTIRE EAST COAST

Residential or Office or Commerecial
Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move

Single Item or Certain ltems or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797

Female Owned & Operated

E www.Facebook.com/ochudgetmovers

40+ Years in Business Licensed & Insured

PAINTING

ZIMMEermar - bewas ke
& SonLLc

* WALLPAPER REMOVED
* DECK & HOUSE

STAINING
Painting & Powerwashing ~ * ALWAYS PROMPT
Interior & Exterior SERVICE
Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured NOW ACCEPTING
CREDIT CARDS!

10% Discount with this ad. R
VISA | &2

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539 >y

BaysideOC.com
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DIRECTORY _
PIANO TUNING PLUMBING

We do it all from
NICK'S NOTES

ground work to

rough in to final r i]lg Co.
trim & fixtures. x

“Serving Our Coastal
PIANO TUNING We Install: unities With Pride!”
7 Plumbing Faucets/Sinks ¢ Showers/Tubs/Toilets * Water Heaters * Water Heater Repairs
and Gas, LLC Water Heaters « Water/Sewer Lines * Faucet Replacements * Toilet Replacements
Nick French 443-783-8255 MD 62495 « DE 13060 « Insured  Winterization Packages ¢ Repairs * Garbage Disposals And More!
. - CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS www.localplumbingcompany.net
Nfrenchti@amallicom | CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS |
enchti@gmail.co 410-430-3490 * LMSPlumbingandgas.com Md(410)726.0513  Family Owned & Operated

PRINTING & DESIGN

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER

Full Business Center OPEN _Q“ 0 RE_ Youl{

Custom Gifts - 93”"59"‘ ‘ ROOFING & SIDING

Graphic Designs -
Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement B“ SIn ess

Retail Gift Items
Specialist Since 1989

Wedding Print Servi T
odeing Print Sorvices _ISeiay SMARaN. Card Here!

YOUR BUSINESS

{78 ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946
11065 Cathell Road * Ocean Pines

9240 Peerless Rd. * Bishopville, MD

mmoesle @shoresidingmd.com www.sho;esidingmd.com (all 4'0-723-6397

*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

410-208-0641 - copycentral@verizon.net

DENTAL Insurance

Great coverage for retirees.

Get your FREE Information Kit MARYLAND | DELAWARE | DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA “Elp runn m[
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Mnncp!“is FUTURE OF JOURNALISM
mddcpress.com/foundation
Call 1=855-337-5228 | mmme s Sanineil
Dental50PIlus.com/MDDC = ' ' '

Productfeatures not avaiiabie in i skates, Contact us for compilete details about this insurance solickation, To find a network provider, 00 to physiciansmutual comfind-dentist. This specific affer not avallable
0L NV, WY = call 8005654781 or respond for a similar offer in your state. Certificate C254/B485, C2S0NBA38 (0 C254I0; PA CZ54PAL Insurance Poicy FIS4/B460 (G PE-4GA 0K: FISA0K, TR FISATN,
5347-0125

IAWESLEY

FINANCIAL GROUR

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

America’s #1 Awning

WE CANCEL TIMESHARES

Many people think they're stuck with their timeshare forever— but that’s often not the case, Wesley Financial
Group has helped more than 50,000 families break free from unwanted timeshares, and we may be able to help
you, too. If you were misled, pressured, ar deceived during your purchase, you could qualify for cancellation.

How Does the Cancellation Process Work?
m Start with a FREE consultation to tell us your story. ® Instant Shade_at the

m [f we determine your case qualifies, you'll be paired with a specialist to guide you through the process. tOUCh Of a buttOn.

» Our Resolution Department works diligently to cancel your timeshare and help stop related 4 - -
maintenance fees—permanently. ® E nJ O‘y' more C| ua I |ty tl me
Thousands of timeshare owners have already found relief through our proven process. You could be just one Wlth faml |Y a nd friends -

phone call away from peace of mind. Our dedicated team Is ready to help.

® Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

Call 1.888.984.2917

Call1-844-481-2902 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC ["WFG") and/: igns are not lawyers and/or

a law firm and do net engage in the practice of law or provide lega ctual results depend on
each client's distinct case, and no specific outcome is guaranteed.

America's #1 Awning!
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Keep creating. Keep
charting your course.

For some, painting is a passion. For others, it's a way of life. A story told one
brushstroke at a time.

Your art captures more than beauty — it reflects resilience, reflection, and
joy. And while life doesn't always stay within the lines, creativity finds a way
forward.

At TidalHealth, we're here to care for your health so you can keep focusing
on what matters most—your next masterpiece.

Visit tidalhealth.org/careforlife to find a primary care provider near you.

Q TidalHealth.
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