
(Oct. 2, 2025) To ensure access to 
quality water and to comply with fed-
eral mandates, the Town of Berlin 
will begin a search-and-replace proj-
ect to remove any service lines that 
contain lead. 

With the assistance of a state 
grant, the town will begin by examin-
ing line on around 350 properties, 
starting with William Street in Janu-
ary or February 2026. The program is 
slated to proceed to Broad Street by 
roughly March 2026, and then Bay 
Street in April 2026. 

Testing will be conducted at the 
properties to determine if the water 
lines contain lead, and if so, they 
must be replaced with safer materi-
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BRIDGE LIGHTS 
A Saturday morning light around sunrise is pictured with the navigation lights from the Verrazano Bridge to Assateague Island.

Town to test 
water supply 
lines for lead 
State grant enables Berlin 
to take on massive project

(Oct. 2, 2025) Marina Village in 
Ocean Pines may restrict short-term 
rentals if it can secure an adequate 
number of voters to approve a change 
in its rules.  

In an open meeting last week, Ma-
rina Village Townhome Association’s 
board of directors discussed an 

amendment to its community rules. 
Marina Village is run by an associa-
tion as does the Ocean Pines Associ-
ation.  

According to David Volrath, a Ma-
rina Village Townhome Association 
board member, the 25-year-old com-
munity needed to refresh its guide-
lines and bylaws, as many of the 
regulations were outdated, no longer 
applicable, or, in many cases, no 
longer accurate to the neighborhood 
today.  

To resolve those issues, Volrath 
said he had created a work group to 

review the old documents. Once its 
work was completed, the the group 
returned to the board with 50 poten-
tial adjustments to the governing 
documents. 

Of those, 24 were compiled into an 
amendment that requires association 
members’ approval to push through.  

At the association’s annual meet-
ing last weekend, however, there was 
not enough community participation 
for a valid vote to occur, Volrath said. 
The board is now looking to attract 
enough voters to establish support or 
opposition to the proposed changes. 

Restricting short-term rentals to a 
minimum of 14 days was listed as an 
item on the amendment for approval. 
Volrath said this recommendation 
was based on the high volume of vio-
lations committed by people staying 
in a unit for a limited period.  

“In terms of nuisance violations, 
that’s why we’re doing this,” the 
board member said. “There are issues 
with noise, respect to neighbors, 
trash compliance, imposing on the 
marina down the street, and pet man-
agement.  

Marina Village seeks rental restrictions
But first must rally enough 
voters to create quorum to 
decide fate of amendment

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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als. Pipes slated for replacement 
would be any that are “constructed 
of lead, are galvanized and currently 
or historically downstream of lead, 
or contain lead connectors, goose-
necks, or fittings,” reads a project re-
port. 

Copper lines are not currently a 
concern for this effort, said Nick 
Bradley, an engineer at the firm 
Davis, Bowen & Friedel, at an infor-
mation session in Berlin last week. 

The Lead Service Line Inventory 
and Replacement process is required 
by the State of Maryland and the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. Per the EPA’s Lead and 
Copper Rule Revisions, water sys-
tems must have developed an inven-
tory of service line materials by 
October 2024 and then take correc-
tive action in instances where lead is 
present. 

The project’s goal is to ensure that 
individuals’ drinking water is free 
from the dangers posed by this neu-
rotoxicant, which can have a devas-
tating effect on otherwise healthy 
individuals, but especially on chil-
dren and pregnant women. 

In children, the ingestion of lead 
can lead to serious developmental 
problems such as learning disabili-
ties and lower IQs. It can also lead to 

kidney issues in adults. 
Project leaders discussed the 

specifics of the endeavor at an as-
sembly on Sept. 25. Water lines that 
feed each home run from the town 
water main to the house, which is di-
vided into two parts: one owned by 
the town and the other by private 
property, Bradley said. Previously, 
the municipality had only been re-
sponsible for its 
portion, from the 
water main to the 
water meter. The 
property owner was 
responsible for the 
portion from the 
water meter up to 
the house.  

However, under 
new federal re-
quirements, the 
town is unable to 
use state funding 
for this initiative 
unless it replaces the line all the way 
up to the house from the water main, 
or in other words, both the town-
owned and privately owned sections.   

Still, the town itself will be unable 
to touch the part of the service line 
that runs from the meter to the 
house, said Jamey Latchum, Berlin’s 
water resource director. Instead, the 
contractor awarded to complete the 

work will select a licensed plumber 
for that segment of the project.  

“From the meter to the house, the 
Town of Berlin will not be able to 
touch that, because you have to be a 
licensed plumber,” Latchum said. 
“We’re licensed to do the work out 
from the meter, but not the meter to 
the house.”  

A grant from the Maryland De-
partment of the En-
vironment will 
cover the cost of 
Berlin’s water serv-
ice line replace-
ment project. In 
2023, MDE 
awarded a total of 
$80 million in 
funding to be dis-
tributed among 
various local water 
distribution sys-
tems throughout 
the state. The Town 

of Berlin was awarded $172,040 for 
water line inventory and $1.1 million 
for the actual replacement of lead 
service lines.  

Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall main-
tained that if the municipality had 
not obtained the financial backing 
from the state, residents would have 
been burdened with the price tag. 

“It is important to note that if we 

did not receive this grant, it would 
likely result in increased cost to our 
water department, which would then 
come from service charges to all of 
us, the customers,” he said.  

Luckily, Berlin was able to secure 
the necessary funds, and that money 
will now be put to use. The town is 
gearing up to solicit bids from firms 
to conduct testing and construction 
work. The awarded contractor will 
be required to begin the project on 
William Street around January, as 
from April to June, that road will be 
repaved by the Maryland State High-
way Administration—a plan that has 
been stalled for three years. Town 
officials hope first to complete the 
line replacement on William Street 
to make room for SHA’s surfacing 
plans.  

At last week’s line replacement in-
formation session, Latchum ad-
dressed William Street residents 
directly about the upcoming inten-
tions for their specific roadway.  

“It’s going to look rough on that 
road for the first couple of months,” 
he said. “But the reason is that 
William Street was to be paved three 
years ago. I worked with State High-
way to push it back a year. Then that 
year turned into another year…
When we’re done [with William 
Street’s line replacement], I just 

Berlin to begin testing for lead in water lines
Continued from Page 1

‘We might not have to go in  

your yard, but we still will  

replace the service from the  

main to the meter. We still  

have that obligation.’ 

Jamey Latchum,  
Berlin’s water resource 

director
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Consent of residents needed
have to tell the State Highway, and 
they’re coming in and paving the 
whole street. You will have a new 
road…We just want it done.”  

Staff hope to make the line re-
placement project as painless as pos-
sible, but residents may still need to 
make some adjustments, such as 
modifying parking arrangements. 
Water service locations—which dif-
fer property to property—will be 
identified closer to each road’s con-
struction start date. The contractor 
and the municipality will coordinate 
with residents of these sites, and in 
some cases, may ask tenants to move 
their cars to avoid interfering with 
the work.  

Latchum said that any parking re-
configurations may only last a day, 
or even a half day, for each resident. 
The water resources director added 
that citizens will be notified at least 
three to five days in advance of the 
construction arriving at their house.  

Officials note that they require 
written consent from property own-
ers and tenants for the town’s team 
to complete the inspection and, if 
necessary, make replacements. Res-
idents who have not yet completed 
the mandatory documentation are 
encouraged to contact the munici-
pality to ensure their house can be 
tested.  

Latchum also asks residents to 

share any previous work history that 
may have occurred on lines from the 
meter to their home. On properties 
where this is the case, the water re-
sources director said that only the 
line from the main to the meter will 
be touched this time around.  

“We might not have to go in your 
yard, but we still will replace the 
service from the main to the meter. 
We still have that obligation,” he 
said.  

The three streets prioritized for 
this phase of the service line replace-
ment project — William, Broad, and 
Bay — are run by the state. Latchum 
said that Main Street was “compli-
cated,” but officials still plan for it to 
undergo the same type of upgrades 
sometime in the future.  

“Our biggest goal was to get the 
state highway roads,” he said. “We 
did not accomplish Main Street. 
Main Street was complicated, but it’s 
still on our horizon. We’ll start ap-
plying for more grant funding in 
January. [Bradley] and I have al-
ready sat down for new projects to 
try to start with for next year.”  

Residents should contact the 
town with any questions they may 
have regarding the lead service line 
initiative. Berlin wants to obtain 
consents from impacted properties 
prior to the start of the phased proj-
ect.

2017 & 2018
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Berlin’s skate park effort scores good news

(Oct. 2, 2025) Leaders of the pro-
posed skate park in Berlin received 
word this week a grant application for 
approximately $487,000 has been el-
evated from the state level to the fed-
eral level, where it will undergo final 
review and, hopefully, approval.  

Tony Weeg, founder of We Heart 
Berlin, a nonprofit dedicated to recre-
ation activities and leading the skate 
park charge, announced via Facebook 
this week that the project’s applica-
tion for the Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund (LWCF) grant has 
advanced to the next round.  

The application was initially sent 
to the Maryland Department of Nat-
ural Resources. According to DNR’s 
website, successful applicants are in-
vited to prepare a full application for 
submission to the National Park 
Service.  

The skate park project received a 
favorable evaluation from the DNR 
and will now be reviewed at the fed-
eral level. If approved, We Heart 
Berlin’s skate park dream will receive 
$487,500. 

Berlin has not yet been awarded 
the LWCF grant. Project leaders are 
awaiting final review and will update 
the community on whether they are 
successful in securing the money or 
not.  

Weeg said that a total of $975,000 
is needed to create a skatable facility. 
To make it “top-shelf” with features 
including shade structures and light-
ing, a more accurate estimate is 
roughly $1.3 million. Currently, the 
endeavor has approximately $45,000 
to $50,000 available for preliminary 
stages, such as obtaining construc-
tion documents.  

The LWCF grant would be signifi-
cant in helping make a skate park a 
reality for Berlin, Weeg noted.  

“This is essentially the next big 
step in this process, and it pushes us 
further along to getting grant fund-
ing,” he said.  

The LWCF grant requires a fund-
ing match from non-federal sources. 
If awarded the nearly $500,000, 
Weeg hopes that We Heart Berlin will 
also be successful in securing fi-
nances from Program Open Space 
and Community Parks and Play-
ground, an initiative aimed at revital-
izing and developing parks and 
playgrounds, and can use it as the 
match.  

“We’re hoping one will match the 

other,” he said. “Maybe we’ll get one 
of them, or maybe we’ll have to see 
local funding to get the grant match. 
I’m not sure how it’s going to shake 
out.”  

Local funding has been a mission 
for We Heart Berlin. Weeg said that 
he has spoken with groups through-
out the community, seeking their in-
terest in supporting the skate park 
cause.  

While some have not been recep-
tive yet, initiative organizers are 
hopeful the tides will turn. Financial 
assistance from these groups could 
propel the project toward realization.  

“I’m hoping by 2027, we are break-
ing ground,” Weeg said. “Maybe even 
in 2026.”  

Weeg estimated that once con-
struction starts, the project will take 
six to eight months to complete.  

The undertaking has the funds to 
support the next steps required, like 
construction documents, until the 
“big dollars” will be needed, accord-
ing to Weeg. The stages where addi-
tional funding still needs to be 
secured include ground clearing and 
environmental testing. Weeg noted 
that he and his fellow skate park pro-
ponents are hopeful that they can se-
cure in-kind donations from local 
companies, such as sand, gravel, ex-
cavation work, or concrete.  

The skate park will be situated at 
Heron Park. Spohn Ranch, a skate 
park design and build company based 
in Los Angeles, was hired in 2022 to 
develop concept plans. Spohn Ranch 
will likely complete the actual con-
struction of the amenity.  

According to Weeg, the skate park 
would not have be a possibility with-
out the support of the Town of Berlin 
staff, administration, and officials. 
Specifically, the We Heart Berlin 
founder noted the work of Kate Daub, 
the municipality’s special project ad-
ministrator, for her efforts in helping 
the initiative apply for grants.   

“[Daub] has been a crucial lynch-
pin for moving things along inter-
nally at the town, and she and I work 
like toast and butter together,” Weeg 
said. “There have to be kids that want 
a skate park, and there has to be 
someone in the town that moves pa-
pers around. Making phone calls, 
sending emails, and ensuring every-
thing is in order on the town side, as 
the town bears a significant responsi-
bility for obtaining grant approval 
and all related paperwork. Without 
[Daub], we would be dead in the 
water.”  

Donations for the skate park are 
encouraged by project leaders and 
can be submitted by going to We-
HeartBerlin.org. 

Grant application advances 
from state to federal review 
process; $487K on the line
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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TEACHER OF THE YEAR GALA 
Although he did not take home the evening’s top award, Worcester County Teacher of the Year Phil 

Cropper was celebrated last Friday in Cockeysville at the annual Maryland State Teacher of the 
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the opening of the Pines Café last year, is pictured at the gala with Board of Education members, 

administrative team officials and leaders from the tech school. 
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Berlin eyes funding model change 

(Oct. 2, 2025) The Town of Berlin 
is weighing a request to the county 
about funding for in-town fire and 
EMS services. 

At a work session of the Berlin 
mayor and council with the Berlin 
Fire Company and Emergency Med-
ical Services on Monday, town offi-
cials proposed a new, simplified 
means for the fire and EMS teams to 
receive financial assistance from the 
county government. 

Berlin Fire Company President 
David Fitzgerald and Fire Chief An-
drew Grunden were present at this 
week’s work session, where they 
heard the council’s fresh funding 
proposition. 

Currently, each year, the munici-
pality seeks an unrestricted grant 
from the Worcester County Commis-
sioners, and a majority of the funding 
is provided to the fire company and 
the company’s EMS for in-town serv-
ice. The county pays the company 
and EMS for out-of-town calls for 
service based on a formula. 

According to Berlin Mayor Zack 
Tyndall, Councilmembers Steve 
Green and Council Vice Dean Burrell 
have discussed the idea of changing 
the way fire and EMS receive their 
portion of funding from the county. If 

adopted, the new method would see 
the Town of Berlin remove itself from 
the process and instead let the emer-
gency services negotiate with 
Worcester officials directly through a 
task force of fire officials and county 
staff and commissioners. 

Under this procedure, the county 
government would use its funding 
formula and, through discussions 
with fire and EMS, determine how 
much to grant the departments, in-
stead of giving the money to the 
town, which would then offer the 
funds to the fire company and EMS. 

Essentially, the middleman, the 
Town of Berlin, would be eliminated 
from the process in exchange for not 
receiving the annual grant from the 
county like other municipalities. 

“Sometime in the spring, near the 
end of the budget process, we talked 
about the annual gap between the 
ask and what the town’s able to 
budget,” Green said. “I think it was 
the mayor that brought up the possi-
bility of the county eventually taking 
over funding, instead of the town’s 
annual grant, and what that might 
look like. I think it’s a consideration 
for us to explore.” 

While able to meet the budget re-
quest on the fire side in the current 
process, the EMS annually receives 
less from the town than requested be-

cause of budget constraints. 
Tyndall added the emergency serv-

ices would then have a method to as-
certain how much funding they will 
require annually to operate effi-
ciently. Reducing the town’s involve-
ment could simplify that process. 

“We’re saying it would be a discus-
sion with the commissioners that the 
town no longer seeks unrestricted 
grant funding from the commission-
ers every single year,” the mayor said, 
addressing the emergency team per-
sonnel. “And in lieu, allow you all to 
use the funding formula you have 
with [the commissioners] … We’re 
saying that you do a lot of the report-
ing for them already, that we would 
say the town is going to take a step 
back from that and let you all handle 
it.”  

The potential funding method is 
not definite. Tyndall will make the 
formal recommendation to the 
Worcester County Commissioners 
and gauge their interest in updating 
the procedure.   

Green asked Fitzgerald if he fore-
saw any pushback from the county on 
the proposal. Fitzgerald said he 
would imagine concerns could sur-
face over the precedent it would set 
with other municipalities but looked 
forward to hearing how the proposal 
is received by the county. 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

National Park  
Services planning 
off-season paving

(Oct. 3, 2025) Effective Monday, 
Oct. 6, Assateague Island National 
Seashore will launch a major paving 
project.  

The National Park Service will 
repave hard-surfaced parking lots in 
the Seashore’s Maryland District, Old 
Ferry Landing Road and all Bayside 
Camping Loops. 

This work will increase the lifes-
pan of much of the seashore’s infra-
structure and help ensure that 
visitors can enjoy the island for years 
to come. 

The project will cause short-term 
closures of both the Maryland As-
sateague Island Visitor Center and 
Old Ferry Landing Road. Bayside 
Campground Loops will also close, 
one at a time. The North Beach Park-
ing lot will close incrementally, but 
never all at once. This will allow visi-
tors continuous beach access. While 
this work takes place, various loca-
tions may need to switch temporarily 
to one way traffic. 

The campground will remain 
open, but at a lower-than-normal ca-
pacity. The visitor center and Old 
Ferry Landing will close for one or, 
possibly, two days each. (Dates will 

See PAVING Page 8
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(Oct. 2, 2025) Reactions to recent 
political events have reached Worces-
ter County, where students at 
Stephen Decatur High School have 
kick-started a conservative thought-
based group.  

According to an Instagram post 
from last month, some SDHS stu-
dents have conducted their first 
meeting of a new chapter of Turning 
Point USA (TPUSA), a club that, ac-
cording to its website, aims to pro-
mote conservative values through 
activities, campaigns and open dia-
logue.  

The social media picture, which 
shows around seven members at a 
Panera Bread, was posted by the 
mother of two boys who started the 
group. The parent did not respond to 
a request for comment. 

Turning Point USA was the brain-
child of Charlie Kirk, the 31-year-old 
conservative and debater who was 
shot and killed on Sept. 10 during a 
TPUSA event at Utah Valley Univer-
sity in Orem, Utah. Kirk was convers-
ing with an attendee as part of his 
“Prove me Wrong” segment when the 
assassination took place. 

The murder has been labeled as an 
act of political violence, sparking out-
rage and furthering the tumultuous 
tension on both sides of the aisle. The 
incident has also led to an increased 
interest in Kirk’s organization. Ac-
cording to a Sept. 18 report by For-

tune, TPUSA has received approxi-
mately 60,000 inquiries for new 
chapters for high school and college 
campuses.  

One of these branches has made 
its way to Worcester County, where 
high school students have become in-
volved, starting a non-school-sanc-
tioned club to promote their 
right-leaning beliefs. 

The news of an SDHS TPUSA 
chapter has initiated a passionate re-
sponse from the community on social 
media, particularly in regard to a post 
by Worcester County Board of Edu-
cation member Katie Addis, who, 
after being reached out to by a parent 
of the group asking if any staff mem-
ber could advise the club, took to 
Facebook to seek an interested 
teacher publicly. 

However, despite allegations that 

it was Addis who initiated the group’s 
formation, the board member main-
tained that she takes no credit for get-
ting the club off the ground. She said 
that she simply commented at a 
board meeting after Kirk’s passing, 
urging students to “keep Kirk’s legacy 
alive.” She adds that the group of stu-
dents had submitted an application 
to the TPUSA chapter even before 
Kirk’s assassination.  

“Less than a week later, I saw a 
post on Facebook saying the TPUSA 
high school chapter at Decatur was 
official, and the first meeting was a 
success,” she said. “... At no point did 
the actual members reach out to me 
for assistance.” 

Addis said that she let the parent 
who had reached out to her know that 
she would see what she could do to 
get an advisor.  

“I then took to my personal Face-
book page, asking publicly for any 
willing and able teachers to consider 
being an advisor for this group,” she 
noted. “A teacher was confirmed two 
days later. This is the extent of the in-
volvement I’ve had with this group.”  

Addis’ social media post from last 
month seeking a faculty member to 
oversee the club reads, “I’m excited to 
reach out and discover if anyone 
knows any teachers at Stephen De-
catur High School who would be pas-
sionate about being an advisor to a 
newly established TPUSA high school 
chapter. The students are eager to 
launch initiatives and host local 
events, and with the right advisor, 
they’ll be empowered to make a 
meaningful impact. If you know 
someone who would be an ideal fit, 
please don’t hesitate to connect us. 
Together, we can inspire positive 
change and nurture the next genera-
tion of leaders.”  

Decatur’s TPUSA chapter is not 
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be determined on short notice.) Lots 
at Life of the Marsh Trail, Life of the 
Forest Trail and the Lifesaving Sta-
tion will be closed for 1-2 days each. 

The following areas will not be af-
fected: Assateague Island State Park, 
Maryland 611, Bayberry Drive, Bay-
side Drive and Oceanside Drive. 
South Beach and Bayside Parking lots 
will remain open. 

The exact schedule of closures is 
not yet known. If you are planning a 
trip to Assateague Island in October, 
please check the park website or so-
cial media sites to check daily clo-
sures. NPS staff will keep these as up 
to date as possible, but schedules are 
subject to change according to the 
pace of work, weather and tides.

Continued from Page 7

Paving project 
to begin Monday

Students look to form Turning Point chapter
Questions about school’s 
policy on clubs arise but 
guidelines being followed
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See CLUBS Page 11
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Volrath said that two weeks had 
been decided as the magic number to 
meet residents on both sides of the de-
bate in the middle, despite some claim-
ing that the board “plucked it out of the 
air.”  

“We actually surveyed the board and 
people randomly,” Volrath said. “We 
found that there were people who 
didn’t want any rentals here, period. 
Then there were those folks, the rental 
folks, who didn’t want any limits on 
short-term rentals. On one extreme, 
they’re saying no one can rent at all, 
and on the other extreme, they’re say-
ing go ahead and rent your house out 
365 days a year, like it's a hotel room. 
From those extremes, we worked to the 
middle.”  

The board considered everything 
from a 30-day minimum to a seven-
day minimum before landing on two 
weeks. Volrath added that the goal with 
the proposed restrictions is to ensure 
property values do not diminish, as 
some argue happens with an influx of 
quick stopovers, and to protect the 
quality of life for full-time residents.  

“The shorter the term, the less likely 
the renters are going to care about 
you,” the board member said. “The 
shorter the term, the more frequent the 
turnover, and the more frequent the 
turnover, the more likely people won’t 
know the rules, or break them. To me, 

that’s common sense.”  
However, those that rent out their 

property claim that setting a limit on 
short-term rentals can throw a wrench 
into their income.  

An Ocean Pines resident, Megan 
Mardiney, responded to a Facebook 
post by fellow OPA homeowner Amy 
Peck, soliciting discussions about the 
validity of short-term rentals.  

Mardiney argued that short-term 
rental restrictions will not solve issues 
with violations and complaints, but 
would instead harm property owners.  

“People behave badly, whether full-
time resident or guest,” she writes. “We 
have wonderful guests who rent our 
house each summer. We could not af-
ford to keep it without that income. 
Funny enough, they have complained 
about our neighbor’s noise, who is full-
time.”  

While the short-term rental issue is 
contentious, Marina Village’s proposed 
rule-modification amendment includes 
23 additional action items. However, as 
these mainly include verbiage clarifica-
tions and language changes, they have 
not received the same level of attention 
from community residents.  

At least 50 owners must submit a 
ballot for a final decision to be made, 
which they did not reach last week. The 
board is now seeking ways to reorgan-
ize a vote without corrupting the 
process, Volrath said.

Marina Village needs quorum
Continued from Page 1
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school-sanctioned, officials say.  
However, if it meets specific criteria, 
the club would be allowed to meet on 
school property during Out-Of-
School-Time (OST). 

This criterion, as outlined by 
Worcester County Public Schools’ 
protocol for student-led organiza-
tions that meet during OST, reads, 
“to ensure consistency, transparency, 
and alignment with federal and state 
guidelines, all religious or political 
clubs within Worcester County Public 
Schools’ OST program must operate 
under [certain] principles.”  

For instance, according to Carrie 
Sterrs, WCPS’s coordinator for public 
relations and special programs, “re-
quests to form the clubs must come 
from interested students, not outside 
organizations or adults,” and “the 
purpose and activities of the club 
should reflect the students’ genuine 
interests.”  

The organization must also be stu-
dent-led. Meaning, gatherings are to 
be directed by students, and outside 
adults may only provide occasional 
support as guests. Adults cannot lead 
or run the club. 

Sterrs cited the school system’s 
criteria for OST clubs further, ex-

plaining that “each club must have a 
WCPS staff member who serves as 
the school-based advisor,” and that 
“the advisor’s role is supervisory, en-
suring compliance with school poli-
cies and maintaining a safe 
environment.” Advisors are also not 
to lead religious or political activities. 
However, they should be present to 
support and oversee. Parent permis-
sion slips that outline the nature, ac-
tivities, and purpose of the club must 
be signed.  

Sterrs said that regarding the 
TPUSA organization at Decatur, 
“should the chapter meet the criteria 
above, it would be allowed to meet on 
school property during OST.”  

Sterrs noted that she is aware of a 
staff member who has expressed an 
interest in acting as the group’s advi-
sor. The name of that faculty member 
has not been made public.  

Turning Point USA has over 1,000 
chapters on high school campuses 
across the nation. The organization’s 
website says that, “TPUSA High 
School is energizing a new generation 
of pro-America patriots.” 

Sterrs added that to operate, even 
as a club that meets on school prop-
erty during OST, the organization re-
quires a high school chapter charter. 

Continued from Page 8

Clubs permitted to meet, 
but not during school hours



(Sept. 26, 2025) Worcester County 
staffers say funds were moved from 
Ocean Pines wastewater accounts to 
cover shortfalls in an escrow account 
for developers’ projects, exposing 
local ratepayers to costs they weren’t 
responsible for. 

County Commissioner Chip 
Bertino sharply criticized county staff 
as “being asleep at the switch” when 
he learned through an internal memo 
that $231,000 had been moved from 
the Ocean Pines sewerage district to 
rectify negative balances in other 
areas.  

“I’d just like to know what is going 
on and how is this allowed to hap-
pen,” said Bertino, who represents 
Ocean Pines, at the commissioners’ 
Sept. 16 meeting in Snow Hill. “How 
did this happen to begin with? Why 
weren’t these balances being 
watched and monitored on a regular 
basis?” 

County Administrator Weston 
Young explained that when a residen-
tial development is being built, 
Worcester County will ask for devel-
opers to put money in an escrow ac-
count for third-party inspections, 
because “we don’t always have staff 
available” for proprietary inspections. 

If the escrow runs dry, then “we 
have to keep paying for the inspec-
tion,” Young said.  

The Ocean Pines water-sewer ac-
count is one of 11 such self-sustaining 

sewerage districts county-wide, 
called enterprise funds, where rev-
enue comes from residential and 
commercial customers hooked into 
the system.  

When the treasurer’s office and the 
former enterprise fund controller en-
countered situations where the es-
crow account needed funding, they 
pulled money from Ocean Pines’ en-
terprise account, according to Young.  

Bertino wasn’t thrilled to hear that 
explanation.  

“We had a situation where we had 
developers who should have been on 
the hook to the county for some 
things – nobody was watching these 
balances. And now we’re ending up 
with the Ocean Pines water/waste-
water [fund] footing the bill to rectify 
this oversight? Is that overall what 
I’m seeing here?” he said. 

Deputy County Administrator 
Candace Savage told the commission-
ers they’d learned of the issue about 
two and a half months ago. She also 
said county staffers are trying to in-
voice and collect on past due amounts 
from developers to replenish the cash 
in the account. 

“Why is it taking two and a half 
months?” Bertino said. “You don’t 
have an answer for it, do you?” 

Young stressed that the transfers 
were executed by a county employee 
who no longer works there and said, 
“This is all sins of the past. Going for-
ward with our current enterprise 
fund controller, they were not making 
those transfers,” Young told Bertino. 

 “Well, regardless of how it hap-
pened, the Ocean Pines service area 
rate payers are the ones on the hook 
right now. Am I right?” Bertino 
replied. 

“And we plan to remedy that,” 
Young said. 

Quinn Dittrich, who now oversees 
the county’s 11 water and wastewater 
enterprise funds, said his office is 
working to fix it and that ratepayers 
won’t be impacted. 
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Wastewater transfers questioned by Bertino
Fund rearrangement called 
out, commissioner blasts 
administration’s handling
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

See ALL Page 13

Judge accused of 
misconduct pays 
fine, avoids a trial

(Sept. 26, 2025) The retired 
Worcester County judge accused of 
misconduct in office has settled the 
matter by paying a fine and accepting 
a guilty verdict. 

A civil complaint filed by state 
prosecutors in July alleged Gerald V. 
Purnell, 69, knew that longtime law 
clerk Bridget Lowrie, over a four-year 
period, had falsely claimed on 
timesheets to have worked 40 hours 
a week while still collecting a full 
salary. Lowrie, 46, also was cited for 
misconduct. She quit last summer 
after the allegations surfaced, court 
documents say.  

Online court records show both 
paid a fine last month in Anne Arun-
del County District Court and ac-
cepted a guilty disposition, 
preventing the case from going to 
trial as scheduled for Sept. 15. State 
prosecutors in court documents had 
asked that each pay a $10,000 fine as 
a penalty. 

Appointed by Gov. Robert Erlich 
in 2006, Purnell was the Eastern 
Shore’s first African American Dis-
trict Court judge. He stepped down in 
August 2024 shortly after suffering a 
stroke on the bench.

Law clerk who falsified time 
sheets also named in case
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

���� !HT!HT@HOL!OL!!LL!KLHK�H�H !�HKKLL!!LL!!OOL @HHTT!!H!T@H@L! O!L!L� KH��HHKKLL!!LL!!OOL @HHTT!!HHH� !!HT!!@HTT@HH@OL! L!OOL!!!LLL!!KKLLHKK��HH� L�



October 2, 2025 Bayside Gazette Page 13

‘All sins of the past’ transfers

When asked where the money will 
come from to reimburse the Ocean 
Pines fund, Dittrich replied, “we’re 
getting there.” 

“I’m not trying to underplay this,” 
he told the commissioners. “It’s a big 
problem. It’s a problem and it needs 
to be rectified. Everyone’s aware 
that’s playing a part in it.” 

Dittrich added that there had been 
a similar situation with sewerage 
funds with the River Run district, in 
the Showell area of Worcester 
County, which had a negative escrow 
balance of $46,000 that the county 
just repaid. He also said future 
deficits likely would be written off by 
the county if a developer could not 
repay it. 

Projects that have led to negative 
escrow balances include the Wind-
mill Creek residential community off 
Beauchamp Road, Triple Crown Es-
tates in Ocean Pines, as well as proj-
ects from Ocean Downs Casino, 
according to Dittrich. He also said, 
conversely, that some concluded 
projects have positive escrow bal-
ances. 

It’s a hot-button issue because, 
over the past 12 months, Worcester 
County has struggled with problem-
atic financial oversight related to its 
system of water and wastewater en-
terprise funds.  

The county was forced to tap into 
its general fund to cover a $9 million 
revenue shortfall across several sew-
erage districts that weren’t generat-
ing enough revenue to cover expenses 
– an issue that elected officials only 
learned about after the fact.  

Only after months of internal ne-
gotiations and subsequent public 
hearings did the County Commis-
sioners decide on across-the-board 
rate hikes for water and sewer cus-
tomers. 

In an interview following the 
meeting, County Administrator 
Young said county staffers fell behind 
on chasing invoices for projects in es-
crow with developers.  

“If we’re not asking for that money 
and enough time passes, they may no 
longer be in business – can you even 
collect that money? That’s basically 
what happened,” he said. 

Young also said while his team 
opted to notify the County Commis-
sioners as soon as they were aware of 
the Ocean Pines issue, “I think this is 
something we should have caught in 
the budget deliberations six months 
ago.” 

 “In general, if we uncover some-
thing that’s not being done right, we 
want to notify them sooner rather 
than later,” he said. “We identified a 
problem. We’re already underway in 
trying to solve it.”

Continued from Page 12

LocalCrabcakes.comLocalCrabcakes.com
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County procurement officer 
takes a position in Salisbury 

(Sept. 26, 2025) The City of Salis-
bury has hired Nick Rice, Worcester 
County’s procurement officer, as its 
new City Administrator. 

“I am grateful to the Mayor and 
Council for entrusting 
me with this opportu-
nity. I look forward to 
applying my knowl-
edge and experience 
in efforts that will 
positively impact the 
progression of our 
city,” Rice said in a 
statement provided 
by Salisbury officials Tuesday.  

Rice has spent the past 12 years in 
local government, starting in Ocean 
City with the Parks Department in 
2010 and moving into the purchasing 
department, according to a public 
work profile.  

He then spent six years as the pur-
chasing agent with Wicomico County 
before moving onto a similar position 
for Worcester County. Rice was the 

first person to work as Worcester’s 
procurement officer, a position that 
was created in 2022. It meant Rice 
represented the county in sourcing, 
procurement, contract administra-
tion, inventory management, vendor 
management, and other related du-
ties.   

With that centralization of pro-
curement– that’s government-speak 
for using public money to buy equip-
ment, supplies, or pay for projects – 
it let staffers focus on their specific 
job duties rather than managing the 
bidding process by themselves, Rice 
said. 

The county also now uses purchase 
orders to directly assign county funds 
to the acquisition of goods and serv-
ices. It means departments can now 
watch their purchase orders in real 
time, assessing how much of their 
budget is committed, or still avail-
able. It’s a transparency that helps 
prevent budget overspending by 
showing open commitments as part 
of projected expenses – and Rice 
oversaw it all. 

He was honored for his work by 
the Worcester County Commission-
ers at his final commissioners’ meet-
ing in Snow Hill on Sept. 16. 

“As Worcester County’s first pro-

Nick Rice, former Worcester 
employee, hired as a city 
administrator in Wicomico
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

Nick Rice

Expires 10/31/25
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Rice accepts new 
role in Wicomico, 
leaves Worcester
curement officer, Nick set the stan-
dard for excellence,” Chief Adminis-
trative Officer Weston Young said in 
a statement. “Whether procuring 
services or purchasing capital assets, 
his priority was to obtain the best 
value for the dollar. His role as a key 
member of the leadership team has 
made a lasting mark on the county 
and all of us. While we will miss his 
expertise and professionalism, I wish 
him every success as he takes on this 
new chapter as city manager.” 

A married father of two, Rice 
makes his home in Salisbury, where 
he’s also a youth baseball and football 
coach. He’s a 2009 graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin-Parkside, 
where he earned his Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Business Management. In 
2013 he earned a Master of Business 
Administration degree from Salis-
bury University. 

Mayor Randy Taylor expressed his 
enthusiasm, saying, Rice comes to 
the job with a strong foundation in fi-
nance. 

“Throughout the interview 
process, I was particularly impressed 
by his depth of knowledge, steady 
temperament, and well-earned repu-
tation as a dedicated and hardwork-
ing professional – all essential 
qualities for success in this role,” he 
said in a statement. 

Salisbury’s former City Adminis-
trator, Andy Kitzrow, left the job in 
July for a similar role with the Town 
of Easton. In the interim, Assistant 
City Administrator Tom Stevenson 
was subsequently named as acting 
city administrator while city leaders 
conducted a search for Kitzrow’s re-
placement. Stevenson will return to 
his assistant role once Rice takes 
over, according to a statement from 
the city.  
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(Oct. 3, 2025) Excessive speeding 
can now land drivers in jail, one of 
dozens of new laws that took effect 
this week in the state of Maryland. 

Oct. 1 was the effective date for 
more than 150 bills that the General 
Assembly passed into law during 
this year’s Legislative Session. Many 
happen to be driving-related, includ-
ing new policies on speed cameras, 
license plates, and drivers licenses. 

Speeding fines in effect are now 
on a sliding scale: the faster you go, 
the more the fine goes up (HB 182). 
At most, drivers caught going 40 
mph or more above the posted 
speed limit are now subject to arrest 
and a fine of $500. That fine dou-
bles to $1,000 if road workers are 
present.  

Another law makes reckless driv-
ing an incarcerable offense and in-
creases to $1,000 the maximum 
fines for negligent and aggressive 
driving. It also expands the list of 
traffic offenses that constitute ag-
gressive driving, like ignoring stop-
lights and traffic signs, failing to 
stop for pedestrians in a crosswalk, 
and passing in a no-passing zone.  

That bill (HB 744) came out of the 
Maryland House of Delegates and 
was named for Sgt. Patrick Kepp, a 
police officer in Montgomery County 
who was struck by a driver traveling 
more than 100 mph and was cata-
strophically injured. 

It’s a regulation that Worcester 
County Sheriff Matt Crisafulli is tak-
ing very seriously. In a message 
posted to Facebook on Sept. 26, he 
reminded drivers how reckless driv-
ing will become an arrestable of-
fense under state law. 

“Here in Worcester County, our 
deputies will be out aggressively pa-
trolling, looking for egregious viola-
tors,” he said. “Slow down, get where 
you’re going safely, because safety is 
everyone’s responsibility. Let’s be 
responsible, especially out here on 
our roadways, because speed kills.” 

Another law (HB 343) alters who 
can cite drivers for speed camera vi-
olations. Before, only sworn law en-
forcement officers could view and 
sign off on a speed camera violation. 
Now, a hired non-police officer, des-
ignated as a speed camera techni-
cian, may now authorize a citation 
when cameras catch a driver speed-
ing. 

Police also are now prohibited 
from using speed camera photos for 
anything else than appropriate traf-
fic enforcement (HB 516) and must 
destroy records of any vehicles cap-

tured on camera that didn’t violate 
traffic laws. The law also says those 
images must be removed from 
records after five years.  

Drivers licenses were impacted by 
two new laws. One (HB 189) dis-
qualifies commercial driver’s license 
holders who are convicted of driving 
under the influence from operating 
a commercial motor vehicle for one 
year. Another called Eric’s ID Law 
(HB 707) gives drivers the option to 
include on their driver’s license that 
they have a non-apparent disability.  

Yet another car-related law (HB 
470) outlaws the use of a license 
plate cover to obscure or block any 
numbers, or to distort or block the 
plate for traffic cameras in a manner 
than may prevent identification. The 
bill also established that police can 
only enforce this violation as a sec-
ondary action when a driver is de-
tained for a primary reason.  

Some laws ended roadway restric-
tions instead of tightening them. For 
truckers hauling milk, one new law 
(SB 203) creates an exception for ve-
hicles carrying fluid milk products. 
They’re now allowed to drive on the 
interstate highway system, which 
was previously prohibited and had 
drawn the ire of dairy farmers.  
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Newly implemented roadway 
laws encourage safe driving
Fines increased for drivers 
going significant amount 
above posted maximum 
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

$1,845.

To reserve tickets, delawaregardens.org
30220 Piney Neck Road | Dagsboro, DE 19939

Open Thursday - Sunday • 9am - 4pm
Adults - $15 • Children 16 & Under - Free

Guided Tours Available • Additional $10
Make Reservations Online

Spend the day watching monarchs
as they get nectar for energy for
their long migration flight to
Mexico.

See the MonarchsSee the Monarchs

Meadow Tour
Friday, October 10 
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Free with Garden Admission

Native Plant Sale
Fall Is A Great Time to Plant!
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(Oct. 2, 2025) The 
Worcester County Arts Coun-
cil announce the winners of 
the “Tell Me Your Story” ju-
ried art competition, a 
themed exhibition inviting 
artists to explore and express 
personal narratives through 
visual art. The winning en-
tries were selected by Tamara 
Mills, Fine Arts Coordinator 
for Worcester County Public 
Schools, and celebrated dur-
ing the opening reception 
held on Friday, September 12 

at the Worcester County Arts 
Council Gallery. 

Award winners include 
first place, Kathy Huegel, 
“Fish Story” (Acrylic); second 
place, Joanne Guilfoil, “Final 
Approach” (Gouache); and 
third place, Judy Benton – 
“Feeling the Jazz” (Acrylic). 
Honorable mentions went to 
Lisa Leo, “Her Sacrifice” 
(Mixed Media); Jeanne Lock-
lair, “FAM” (Watercolor/ 
Pen/Acrylic); and Joyce Rose, 
“My Father – My Teacher” 
(Acrylic). 

“Each of these works re-
flects the artist’s unique voice 
and experience, and we are 
proud to highlight such pow-

erful storytelling through art,” 
said Anna Mullis, executive 
director of the Worcester 
County Arts Council. “This ex-
hibit is a beautiful reminder of 
how art can connect us on a 
deeply human level.” 

The “Tell Me Your Story” 
exhibition is currently on dis-
play at the Worcester County 
Arts Council Gallery and will 
remain open to the public 
through November 2. All art-
work is available for pur-
chase. 

For more information 
about the exhibit or upcom-
ing events, please visit 
w w w . w o r c e s t e r c o u n t -
yartscouncil.org 

Art competition winners announced
‘Tell Me Your Story’ 
exhibitions remains 
open through Nov. 2

(Oct. 2, 2025) There’s lots 
to do and see at the Ocean 
Pines Farmers & Artisans 
Market this fall season.  

The Harvest & Flannel 
Market kicks off the fall fun 
on Saturday, Oct. 18. Wear 
your favorite flannel and 
check out festive market 
stand displays as well as sea-
sonal goodies such as pump-
kins, gourds, and mums.  

Local singer Sara Camp-
bell will take the Market 
Stage, performing bluegrass 
and country music that is 
sure to get everyone in the 
mood for the autumn sea-
son. 

Oct. 25 is the annual Hal-

loween Market, featuring 
lots of Halloween fun, along 
with the usual marketplace 
goodies and extra treats. 
Costumes are encouraged. 

Get ready for Turkey Day 
at the Thanksgiving Festival, 
happening from 9 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday, Nov. 22 
and Tuesday, Nov. 25. Bak-
ers will be offering a variety 
of delicious treats, and spe-
cial orders are welcome. On 
Tuesday, shoppers can pick 
up special ordered baked 
goods, plus grab any last 
minute items from the green 
market merchants. Artisans 
will also be in attendance 
with unique, handmade 

hostess gifts, such as candles 
and florals.  

The Hometown Holiday 
Marketplace takes place 
Dec. 6, 13 and 20, offering 
lots of festive fun and one-
of-a-kind gifts. Shoppers 
might even spot Mrs. Claus.  

The Farmers & Artisans 
Market happens every Sat-
urday from 9 a.m. to noon 
during the offseason (Sep-
tember through March), and 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. from April 
through August. 

More information can be 
found at 
https://www.oceanpines.org
/web/pages/farmers-arti-
sans-market  

OP market offers fall special events

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Pictured, from left, are Anna Mullis, WCAC Executive Director; participating artists Judy Benton, Jeanne Locklair, 

Joyce Rose, Joanne Guilfoil and Kathryn Redden; and Tamara Mills, juror of the competition.

Luckily for Berlin — and every other government in Mary-
land that supplies drinking water to residents — the state 
Department of Environment says any lead found in water 
delivered through publicly-owned systems would be in-
significant by Environmental Protection Agency standards. 

And that’s if any lead at all is found, as the town tests its 
supply lines and the property owner-provided connections 
they feed. Why, then, is the town about to undertake such 
as massive project? Because it and the operators of every 
other publicly owned system in the state are required to do 
this as a precautionary measure, and not as a mission to fix 
known problems. 

There is nothing wrong with being sure, since having just 
some lead in drinking water can’t be dismissed as no big 
deal. On the contrary, lead’s presence at certain levels can 
be devastating to human health, as Flint, Michigan learned 
10 years ago, when residents there learned that their drink-
ing water was severely contaminated with lead and other 
toxins. 

That put thousands of children at risk for developmental 
disorders and left adults to face the possibility of equally se-
vere health problems. Moreover, even though Flint’s prob-
lem was diagnosed in 2015, it was only this past July — 10 
years later — that Michigan and Flint finally declared the 
city’s water lead-free. 

Berlin and Flint, of course, have nothing in common. Un-
like Flint, Berlin has the state in its corner and Maryland, 
unlike Michigan, is being proactive rather than reactive as 
it directs these just-in-case examinations. In addition, if any 
lead contamination of drinking water is found, health ex-
perts agree that the most likely source would be old fittings 
and installations on private property. 

That certainly qualifies as good news, tied in as this proj-
ect is with the federal government’s requirement that all 
public water systems to do the same thing. Even better news, 
however, is that cost of this massive project will not be borne 
by the town, but by the state. 

Lead testing project 
proactive, not reactive



(Sept. 26, 2025) A family-owned 
indoor playground has finally arrived 
in West Ocean City, offering kids and 
parents a rainy-day entertainment al-
ternative.  

Situated inside the shopping com-
plex Outlets Ocean City on Route 50, 
Ocean's Playhouse, an indoor play 
space, welcomes children up to age 12 
with its underwater-themed play-
ground elements and lively decora-
tions.  

Kids can climb up or across a mod-
ified rock wall, time themselves rac-
ing through an inflatable obstacle 
course, chase their siblings or friends 
through a soft play maze structure, go 
down a few slides, create patterns on 
a light-up wall, and enjoy a classic 
ball pit. A compact area is also tucked 
away for the younger children.  

Ocean’s Playhouse is owned and 
operated by Ocean City local and Bul-
garian native Lina Atanasova, with 
help from her husband, Veli. The 
Atanasovas’ inspiration to create a 
kid-focused indoor entertainment 
space came from their experience as 

parents to two young boys. 
“I said to my husband, there’s no 

place in our resort town where you 
can go indoors and entertain your 
kids,” Lina Atanasova said. “We have 
a mini indoor golf course, but little 
kids are kind of hard to manage 
there, because they need to be a little 
older so they know what they’re 
doing. After that, we would need to 
travel to Salisbury or Lewes. We 
shouldn’t have to leave our town.”  

The idea for the playground was 
thus born. Parents can bring in their 
children two years old and under for 
$14.95, while older kids incur a cost 
of $22.95. This pricing model in-
cludes both the adult and one child, 
for an unlimited amount of playtime.  

Extra adults are typically welcome 
free of charge if a mother and father 
are both present, or if a grandparent, 
aunt, or uncle accompanies them. 
However, if the facility reaches max-
imum capacity, each additional adult 
will be charged $6.95.  

A key component of the play-
ground is that any equipment the 
kids can play in, the adults are wel-
come to as well. The elements were 
created specifically to accommodate 
all age groups.   

“I worked with a designer and I 
said, ‘I want to make sure the struc-
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TARA FISCHER/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Ocean’s Playhouse was opened in late summer by Lina Atanasova, pictured, to offer kids and par-

ents a new indoor entertainment option.

Ocean City local opens new 
playground, this time inside
WOC location offers a rock 
wall, slides, and ball pit for 
a dreary weather, winter
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See OCEAN’S Page 21

FILL

Seasonal Items and Crafts • Apples and Apple Cider • Decoy Carving • Knitting  
Demonstrations and Presentations • Papermaking/Quilling • Quilting 

Gluten Free Breads • Pocomoke Indian Nation • Fresh Oysters • Colonial Dances  
Pony Rides • House Tours • Beekeeping • Artisan Soaps • Oils • Vinegars • Fiber Artists 

Blacksmithing • Local Honey • Assateague Photography • Lathe Wood Turning 
Candles • Homemade Sourdough Bread • Lavender Products • Lyon Rum 

Oyster Shell Art • Goat Milk Soaps and Lotions • Horn Working • Children’s Games  
Scales and Tales • Walnut Hill Violin Studio • Food and Beverages for Purchase 
Wreath Making with Gypsea Tide • Muskrat Demonstrations • Gourmet Popcorn 
Native American Food • Pies and Quiches• Pine Needle Basket Weaving Demo 

Wooden Toys • Petting Zoo • and more 

$10 CASH (per person) Donation for Admission 
FREE for Children 12 and Under

Rackliffe House Grounds • 11800 Marsh View Lane, Berlin, MD 21811 
For more information visit us on Facebook • www.RackliffeHouse.org 

Delaware Learning Institute is now

The Salon Professional Academy
Nothing is changing about the school you know and love - 

it’s all about our updated name and look.

Classes Now Forming
Now Taking Transfer Students

“Duchess for a Day”
only $43

Enjoy a haircut, facial, manicure, pedicure,
conditioning treatment and blow dry.

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSONCoupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials. Expires 10/31/25

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSONCoupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials. Expires 10/31/25

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSONCoupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials. Expires 10/31/25

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSONCoupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials. Expires 10/31/25

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSONCoupons cannot be combined with other offers or specials. Expires 10/31/25

$5 OFF
Full Set of Acrylic Nails

$5 OFF
1 Hour Facial

Free Makeup
with Any Color Service

$50.00
Hydroderm Facial Treatment

NEW

• Cosmetology
• Master Barbering
• Teacher Training

• Aesthetics
• Manicuring
• Advanced Education

Next Class Starts September/October
Call (302) 207-4021 for more information

Call Today to Book
Your Appointment!

All the same services
as your favorite

salon/spa at a fraction
of the cost.

All services are performed
under the supervision of

Delaware Licensed Instructors.

32448 Royal Blvd., Suite A
Dagsboro, DE 19939

302.732.6704
www.tspadelaware.com

Financial Aid available to those who qualify

Join us  foor  in-perssoon  sserviiceess 
Fridays aat  7pm 

Saturdaays, Octtober  4  &  18    aatt  110aam

Call for More Information 410-641-4311 
or email office@templebatyam-oc.org 

11036 Worcester Hwy., Berlin, MD 21811 
TempleBatYam-oc.org

Service Directory
For a

variety of local contractors

Home Need Improvements?

Check
out the
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“The Place That Does It All”

WE PAY CA$H!
For Like New & Used Cars & Trucks

RACETRACK AUTO SALES 

410-352-5070

LOAD RITE & ANDERSON 
TRAILERS FOR SALEPREVIOUSLY OWNED 

VEHICLES for SALE
MD STATE 
INSPECTED • ‘10 HONDA CRV

2002 MOUNTAIN UTILITY TRAILER

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 • 410-352-5070 
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

BEER • WINE 
LOTTERY 

PROPANE REFILLS

SMITH’S 
MARKET

TAG & TITLE 
SERVICE

No Wait  •  Walk-In 
No Appointment Necessary 

 Mon-Sat 8am - 4:45pm

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

HARD – 66

Fill in the blank spaces  in 
the grid so that every vertical 
column, every horizontal row 
and every  3 by 3 box  contains 
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each 
puzzle.

Answers to last 
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles
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tures are wide and stable and it's big 
enough so adults can go and experi-
ence these things with their little 
kids,’” Atanasova said. 

The owner added that, in addition 
to offering daily open-ended play, 
Ocean’s Playhouse will double as a 
birthday party hotspot. Parents can 
book celebrations for either a week-
day or the weekend with different 
pricing models available.  

The weekday birthday party pack-
age is $450 and includes admission 
for 10 kids. Additional children will 
yield a cost of $15.95 each, with a 
maximum party allowance of 15 
youngsters. A weekend festivity is 
$500, and $18.95 for each additional 
child.  

Parties include the use of a re-
served room for two hours, two large 
cheese pizzas from the nearby 
Mione’s, one side dish, and drinks. 
Ocean’s Playhouse staff sets up the 
designated space and is responsible 
for the post-celebration cleanup.  

“A mom from a party [this week] 
was like, ‘So I don’t have to do any-
thing now?’” the owner said. “Every 
parent is expected to run around, so 
that’s what I do. Everything that I 
wanted as a parent, I do it.”  

Atanasova emphasized that as a 
local business, it was important to her 

to partner with other Eastern Shore 
organizations to get the indoor play-
ground up and running. Some collab-
orators include Antonio Contracting 
LLC, OC Electric, Phillips Signs, Plak 
That Printing Co., D3 Corporation, 
DBS Point of Sale, Action Island Im-
printers, George, Miles & Buhr, LLC, 
Deeley Insurance Group, Home Im-
pact Audio, artist Brian Waggoner, 
and Mione’s Pizza.  

The owner added that Mione’s 
food is not exclusively for birthday 
parties. The offering is available every 
day, and parents and kids can order 
restaurant staples, such as cheese 
pizza, pepperoni pizza, or chicken 
tenders and fries, during regular play 
hours. Ocean’s Playhouse staff will 
bring the fresh dishes to customers, 
who can enjoy them at one of the sev-
eral tables located at the back of the 
facility.  

Atanasova is excited to offer the 
indoor play space to town locals and 
visitors all year long, especially as 
Ocean City heads into its offseason, 
when the beaches become cold and 
empty, and parents are on the hunt 
for kid-friendly activities.  

“We did it for the community, for 
our people,” she said. “In summer, 
those people will be happy to have 
this place on rainy days, on very hot 
days. And in the offseason, Ocean 

City can be a ghost town, and people 
need things to do.”  

Atanasova said she is looking for-
ward to connecting with new people 
through her new business, a passion 
of hers that she cultivated over the 
past decade as a server at Big Peckers.  

“I really want people to know who 
I am,” she said. “I walk around and 
talk to people. I’m just myself. I’m a 
people person. I laugh with people, I 
joke with them. I worked at Big Peck-
ers for 15 years, and that was a fun 
job. I never felt like I had a workday; 
I enjoyed it so much. And now having 
my own place, I want to talk to peo-
ple.”  

Ocean’s Playhouse staff and own-
ers celebrated the indoor play-
ground’s opening on Wednesday, 
Oct. 1. From 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., the fa-
cility offered special admission prices 
and kicked off a raffle, which will run 
through the end of October, for the 
chance to win prizes, including gift 
cards. A ribbon-cutting ceremony 
was held. 

“We’re thrilled to welcome Ocean’s 
Playhouse to Outlets Ocean City,” 
said Alane Damore, the general man-
ager at Outlets Ocean City, in a press 
release. “It’s an amazing addition for 
families, offering a fun, safe, and cre-
ative space for kids to enjoy year-
round.”

Ocean’s Playhouse to host parties
Continued from Page 19
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Oct. 2 - 9
ADDRESS BR/BA STYLE PRICE AGENT/AGENC

12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC 2BR/2BA Single Family frroom frroom $284,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life C

12971 Inlet Isle Lane, Ocean City 5BR/5BA Single Family $2,699,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

on HarbourHerro r,, 120th St., Bayside 1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+ Condos, TToowns & SF - Nanette Pavier/Holiday 

13139 Muirfield Lane, Berlin 4BR/3BA Single Family $749,000 Sandy Dougan/BHHS Pe

99000 Coastal Hwyy.. Unit 1609 2BR/2BA Condo $559,900 Sally TToodd Stout/BHHS Pe

09 Bayshorree Drive #32, Ocean City 3BR/2BA TToownhome $849,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

8703 Habitat Court, Berlin 4BR/3.5BA Single Family $575,000 Kim Heaney/BHHS Pen

yedge W9540 W Waay,, Delmar 2BR/2BA Single Family $254,900 Power of 2 TTeeam/Hileman

00 Coastal Hwy Unit 2002, Ocean City 2BR/2.5BA Condo $579,900 Monica McNamara/Coldwel

13 Dog Leg Court, Ocean Pines 4BR/2.5BA Single Family $575,000 Debbie Bennington/BHHS P

703 Loop Road, Ocean City 4BR/3BA Single Family $1,199,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

12430 Old Bridge Rd, WWeest OC 2BR/2BA Single Family frroom $284,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life C

4 Franklin Squarree, Berlin 3BR/2.5BA TToownhome $299,450 Sally TToodd Stout/BHHS P

124 75th Strreeet #103, Ocean City 3BR/2BA Condo $799,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

04 125th Strreeet #106, Ocean City 3BR/2.5BA Condo $599,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell B

ed Bridge T0 Coverre Trrail, Harbeson, DE 3BR/2BA Single Family $575,000 Katie Landon/Coldwell B

12140 Pimlico Lane, Berlin 4BR/3.5BA Single Family $999,000 Kim Heaney/BHHS Pen

00 Coastal Hwy Unit 1406, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $525,000 Monica McNamara/Coldwe
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Saturrdday 10am-Noon

Saturrdday 10am-Noon 609 Bayshor

Saturrdday 10am-Noon

Saturrdday 10am-Noon

Saturrdday 10:30am-12:30pm 11000 Coastal Hwy Unit 2002, Ocean City 

Saturrdday 11am-1pm 

Saturrdday 11am-1pm 

Sat & Sun 11am-3pm Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community

Saturrdday 1-3pm odd Stout/BHHS PenFed Realty

Saturrdday 1-3pm 124 75th Str Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Saturrdday 1-3pm 104 125th Str Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Saturrdday 3-5pm 27450 Cover Katie Landon/Coldwell Banker Realty

Sunday 10am-Noon Kim Heaney/BHHS PenFed Realty

Sunday 10:30am-12:30pm 11000 Coastal Hwy Unit 1406, Ocean City Monica McNamara/Coldwell Banker Realty

Sunday 11am-1pm 10 Cannon Drive, Ocean Pines 3BR/3BA Single Family $429,000 Marlene Ott/BHHS/PenFed Realty

Sunday 11am-1pm 11410 Gaskin Drive, Berlin 3BR/3BA Single Family $719,000 Mechelle Nichols/BHHS PenFed Realty

Sunday 11am-1pm 12971 Inlet Isle Lane, Ocean City 5BR/5BA Single Family $2,699,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Sunday Noon-2pm 1404 N. Chase Strreeet, Ocean Pines 4BR/2.5BA Single Family $669,888 Debbie Hileman/Hileman Real Estate
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Thurs., Oct. 2 
STORY TIME: FIVE LITTLE PUMPKINS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Join in for one of Ms. Angie’s favorite 
stories. Songs, stories and crafts. For 
ages 2-5 years. 410-208-4014, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

STORY TIME: ‘BIG GORILLA’ 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages 
2-5 years. 410-632-3495 

OC CHESS CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Enjoy a relaxing game of chess 
every Thursday at the library. 410-524-
1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

POCOMOKE BOOK CLUB: ‘KIN: ROOTED IN 
HOPE’ BY CAROLE BOSTON WEATHERFORD 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 2 p.m. Join in for a 
lively discussion each month. Stop by the 
library to pick up a copy in advance. 410-
957-0878, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

CONCERT ON THE PATIO: STEVE KENNEY 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Hear 
Steve Kenney’s guitar-powered blend of 
rock and soul, free of charge, in this out-
door performance. If increment weather, 
event will be moved inside. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

LEGO MASTERS CHALLENGE 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m. 
Join in for a Lego challenge event and 
enjoy an afternoon snack. All materials 
provided. For ages 6-11 years. 410-208-
4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

DRY PANTRY 
Thursdays - St. Paul United Methodist 
Church, 405 Flower Street, Berlin, 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. For those in need of re-
sources such as paper products, laundry 
products, baby items, and personal care 
items. Limits apply. 410-641-0270 

Fri., Oct. 3 

COUNTRY CALLING 
Hugh T. Cropper Inlet Parking Lot, 809 
S. Atlantic Ave., Ocean City, 12:30-11 
p.m. Featuring headliners like Luke 
Combs, Luke Bryan, Brooks & Dunn and 
Carrie Underwood, food from festival 
vendors, classic boardwalk bites and 
more. Tickets: https://www.countrycall-
ingfestival.com. 

OC MAHJONG CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 

Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing 
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own 
tile set. All adults welcome. 410-524-
1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

SURVIVAL SPANISH: TELLING TIME 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1 p.m. 
Learn how to tell time in Spanish. 410-
208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

HOMESCHOOL HIATUS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1:30 p.m. 
Take a break from learning to explore 
STEAM activities and crafts. For ages 6-
11 years. 410-208-4014 

DISCOVERY DEN AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Come enjoy a new topic every 
week. Week 1: Art Studio. Best for ele-
mentary and middle school students, 
but all are welcome. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FAMILY PUZZLE NIGHT 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 5 p.m. Fami-
lies will compete for prizes and prestige 
— and pizza. Registration required: 410-
641-0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org. 

FIRST FRIDAY OPENING RECEPTION FOR 
OCTOBER EXHIBITS 
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 
5-7 p.m. Meet the artists, enjoy hors 
d’oeuvres, and see the new exhibits by a 
variety of local artists! Free. All are wel-
come. Refreshments sponsored by PKS 
Investments. Live music. 410-524-9433 

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO 
Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901 
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s 
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo starts 
at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available before 
bingo and at intermission. 410-524-7994 

Sat., Oct. 4 
COUNTRY CALLING 
Hugh T. Cropper Inlet Parking Lot, 809 
S. Atlantic Ave., Ocean City, 12:30-11 
p.m. Featuring headliners like Luke 
Combs, Luke Bryan, Brooks & Dunn and 
Carrie Underwood, food from festival 
vendors, classic boardwalk bites and 
more. Tickets: https://www.countrycall-
ingfestival.com. 

19TH ANNUAL CRUIZERS FOR CHRIST 
CAR SHOW 
Whaleysville United Methodist, 11716 
Sheppards Crossing Road, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Entry fee is $15. Trophies awarded to 
Top 20 and “Best in Show,” silent auc-
tion, gospel music, and food for pur-
chase including scrapple sandwiches, 

hamburgers, hot dogs and baked goods. 

SATURDAY WRITERS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10 a.m. 
Novice and established writers gather to 
share their writing projects. Structure 
includes critiques and appreciation, 
market leads and writing exercises. 
Drop-ins welcome. 410-641-0650 

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT FRIED CHICKEN BUFFET 
Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church, 
36540 Mount Pleasant Road, 11 a.m. In-
cludes vegetables, beverages and 
desserts. Cost to dine in is $17 for adults, 
$8.50 for children and free to those 5 
years and younger. Carryout cost is $15. 
No pre-orders. Info: 410-835-8340. 

GLOBAL GOODIES 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1 p.m. Are 
all snacks created equal? Taste test some 
snack from around the world and find 
out. All food provided. For families. 410-
208-4014, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

OCEAN PINES FARMERS & ARTISANS 
MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 
Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Shop 
for everything from fresh local produce 
to unique handmade artisan goods. Also 
featuring family-friendly activities, 
music and unique shopping experiences. 
Open to the public, year round. 410-641-
7052, https://www.oceanpines.org/ 
web/pages/farmers-artisans-market 

Sun., Oct. 5 
COUNTRY CALLING 
Hugh T. Cropper Inlet Parking Lot, 809 
S. Atlantic Ave., Ocean City, 12:30-10:30 
p.m. Featuring headliners like Luke 
Combs, Luke Bryan, Brooks & Dunn and 
Carrie Underwood, food from festival 
vendors, classic boardwalk bites and 
more. Tickets: https://www.countrycall-
ingfestival.com. 

DEADLINES TO RSVP FOR GEMS TEA 
Gems Tea Event to be held Oct. 19 from 
2-4 p.m. at Worcester Technical High 
School. Cost is $35. RSVP by Oct. 5 to: 
Friends of WCCW, P.O. Box 211, Snow 
Hill, MD 21863. http://FriendsOfW-
CCW.org 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 3 Church 
St., Berlin, 2 p.m. All animals are wel-
come. Must be on a leash or otherwise 
contained. 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR ALL-YOU-
CAN-EAT CRAB FEAST FUNDRAISER 
Higgins Crab House N., 12801 Coastal 
Highway, Ocean City. Held Oct. 11 at 1 
p.m. Cost is $65. All-you-can-eat 

steamed crabs and shrimp, fried 
chicken, sides, beer, wine, soft drinks 
and dessert. Raffles and 50/50 drawing. 
Register: 302-524-9033 by Oct. 5. 

BERLIN FARMERS MARKET 
Sundays - Pitts Street, Commerce Street 
and Main Street, Berlin, May through 
October, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine. 
Producers only market featuring more 
than 50 farmers, food cultivators, bak-
ers, distillers, seafood, meat and more. 
Also featuring a petting farm (9-11 a.m.), 
free kids art station and live music. The-
BerlinFarmersMarket.com 

SEWING FOR A CAUSE 
Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian 
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30 
a.m. to noon. Learn how to sew while 
making a difference. 410-641-0234 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10 
a.m. www.jw.org 

Mon., Oct. 6 
STORY TIME: SPIDERS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Crafts, songs and stores. For ages 
0-5 years. 410-524-1818, www.worces-
terlibrary.org 

TED TALKS: STORIES 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 5:30 
p.m. Explore stories about genealogy, 
the importance of having many stories 
and how one artist shows us if art can 
amend stories in history. 410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

T.O.P.S. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169 
Mondays - Atlantic General Hospital, 
Conference Room 1, 9733 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin, 5-6:30 p.m. Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly is a weekly support and 
educational group promoting weight 
loss and living a healthy lifestyle. Rose 
Campion, 410-641-0157 

BRIDGE 
Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center, 
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30 
p.m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 
p.m. All ladies who love to sing invited. 
Elissa, 410-641-8050; on social media; 
or delmarvachorus.org. 

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
Mondays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100 

Calendar Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com 
by 5 p.m. Monday.  All community-related activities will be 
published at no charge.
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Tues., Oct. 7 
STORY TIME AT CYPRESS PARK 
Cypress Park, 7 Bridge St., Pocomoke 
City, 10:30 a.m. Meet at the playground 
for stories and outside play. Bring a 
blanket and a picnic lunch if designed. 
For ages 0-5 years. 410-957-0878 

STORY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. 
Story time geared for ages 0-5 years fea-
turing seasonal themes designed to sup-
port early literacy skills with stories, 
songs and fingerplays. 410-641-0650 

RACKLIFFE HOUSE 
Rackliffe House, behind the Assateague 
Island Visitor Center, 11800 Marsh View 
Lane, Berlin, 10:30 a.m. Tour this 18th 
century coastal plantation house. Regis-
tration required: 443-783-6164. 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Songs, rhymes and stories. Stay 
after to socialize with other families. For 
ages 0-2 years. 410-632-3495 

OC KNITTING GROUP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Do you love to knit or crochet? 
Bring whatever project you happen to be 
working on. 410-524-1818 

MASTER GARDENERS PLANT CLINIC 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m. 
Master Gardener Ginny Rosenkranz 
talks about all things plants. Bring ques-
tions and feel free to show your plants as 
well. 410-208-4014 

BLACKOUT POETRY 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. The 
group will be using the “blackout” tech-
nique to write poems; it’s a good way to 
start a new work of art. 410-641-0650 

CHARMING BOOKS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4 p.m. 
Come celebrate Banned Books Week by 
creating a book charm using banned 
book covers. All materials provided. For 
ages 12-18 years. 410-208-4014 

PUMPKIN PAINTING PARTY 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4:30 
p.m. Paint and pumpkins will be avail-
able while supplies last, but feel free to 
bring your own. For families. 410-524-
1818, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

SAFE BOATING COURSE 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 6-9 p.m. 
Held Oct. 7 and 8. Cost is $20. Register: 
Barry Cohen, 410-935-4807, 
CGAUXOC@gmail.com. 

CROSS FARMS POP-UP FARMERS  
MARKET 
Tuesdays - Flower Street Field across 
from Henry Park, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Ac-
cepting Maryland Department of Agri-
culture FMNP (WIC & Seniors) Checks 
and Maryland WIC Fruit & Vegetable 
Checks. Also offering a "Produce Bucks" 
program, which doubles purchases for 
eligible residents. https://www.face-
book.com/theberlinfarmersmarket. 

BEACH HEROES-OC 
Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up 
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round. 
Trash bags, grippers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach 
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7 
p.m. www.jw.org 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health 
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive, 
Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly 
support and education group promoting 
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-
289-4725 

OC KNITTING CLUB 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m. 

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE 
Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and oth-
ers interested in watching or learning 
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info: TangobytheBeach.com. 

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS 
Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th 
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with 
optional light weights. 
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com 

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS 
GROUP 
Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
11021 Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m. 
Use the weight loss program/app/plan 
of your choice. Free and open to every-
one. 410-641-4882, 
www.htcanglican.org/activities. 

Wed., Oct. 8 

EASTERN SHORE SEWISTS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10 a.m. Pro-
moting the needle arts through sewing 
education, activities and textile crafts. 
For artisans of all skill levels. 410-641-
0650, www.worcesterlibrary.org 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. 
Songs, stories and giggles. For ages 0-2 
years. 410-208-4014, www.worcesterli-
brary.org 

TEA CARD CRAFT @ 50PLUS CENTER 
Snow Hill 50plus Center, 4767 Snow 
Hill Road, 11 a.m. The group will be 
making Tea cards, all supples provided. 
410-632-3495, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

MERRY MAKERS: HONEYCOMB  
BOOKPAGE PUMPKINS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m. 
Using recycled book pages and fall col-
ored craft papers, create festive decora-
tive pumpkins to welcome the fall 
season. Registration required: 410-208-
4014. www.worcesterlibrary.org 

PUZZLE SWAP 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1-7 p.m. Bring 
your gently used puzzles and leave with 
new-to-you puzzles. Don’t have a puzzle 
to exchange but still want one? That’s 
OK too. All puzzles must be complete in 
their original boxes. 410-641-0650 

POLISH AMERICAN CLUB MEETING 
Knights of Columbus, Behind St. Luke’s 
Church, 9901 Coastal Highway, Ocean 
City, 2-4 p.m. Held the second Wednes-
day of each month. Members and those 
wanting to become members are invited. 
Denise, 443-857-9054. 

ORAL HISTORY RESEARCH 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. His-
torian Mike Dixon discusses how many 
experiences, if not recorded, are lost in 
time. Oral history provides a valuable 
method of capturing these insights. 410-
208-4014 

FRANKENSTEAM: DOUGH CREATURE 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4:30 
p.m. Design your own dough creature 
with a touch of electricity. Learn about 
circuits, conductive versus inductive and 
get a taste of the story of Frankenstein. 
For ages 6-11 years. 410-524-1818 

PAJAMA STORY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 6:30 p.m. 
Wear your pajamas and bring your fa-
vorite stuffie to snuggle while you enjoy 
stories and songs to wind down to bed-
time. For ages 0-5 years. 410-641-0650, 
www.worcesterlibrary.org 

FAMILY FUN NIGHTS 
Wednesdays (through Aug. 20) - Ocean 
Pines Yacht Club Pool, 1 Mumford's 
Landing Road, 6-8 p.m. DJ, games and 
prizes. Food available for purchase. Ad-
mission is $3 for OP swim members, $5 
for OP residents, $7 for non-residents 
and free for non-swimmers. Cash only. 
410-641-7052, oceanpines.org 

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING 
Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. 
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Last Wednes-
day of the month meetings are offsite 

and information can be found on the 
website and Facebook. www.kiwaniso-
fopoc.org. 

CASH BINGO 
Wednesdays - Ocean City Elks Lodge 
2645, 13708 Sinepuxent Ave. Door 
open at 5 p.m., bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. 
Food available before bingo and at in-
termission. Open to the public. 443-
605-5028 

ONGOING EVENTS 
BUS TRIP TO CHRISTIANA MALL 
Bus departs on Oct. 22 at 8:30 a.m. and 
returns at approximately 6:30 p.m. Cost 
is $45. Sign up by Oct. 6. Contact Anna, 
akins10685@aol.com. 

BUS TRIP TO PPA PRO PICKLEBALL TOUR 
IN VIRGINIA BEACH 
Sponsored by the Ocean Pines Racquet 
Center. Motor coach leaves Oct. 10 at 6 
a.m. and returns at 8 p.m. Cost is $80 
and includes transportation, courtside 
ticket and a chance to win giveaways. 
Register: 410-641-7228. Info: Todd 
Phillips, tournamenttodd@gmail.com 

YOUNG HISTORIANS ESSAY CONTEST 
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington 
St. Open to middle and high school stu-
dents. All entries that meet require-
ments will earn one hour of service 
larning. Winners in each age group will 
receive an extra prize. Reach out to his-
tory@worcesterlibrary.org for any local 
history research assistance. Stop in or 
call for full details. 410-632-3495 Due 
by Nov. 15. 

THE BOO-K BAG 
Pocomoke library, 401 5th Street, 
throughout October. Check out a mys-
tery BOO-k bag. Each pack contains a 
surprise seasonal title, a sweet treat and 
a cozy cup of hot chocolate. Return the 
rating slip for a chance to win a prize.   
410-957-0878 

CREATIVITY CORNER 
Berlin library, 13 Harrison Ave., 
throughout October. Students are in-
vited to visit the library’s Creativity Cor-
ner to engage in STEAM-related projects 
and crafts. Activities change monthly. 
For ages 12-18 years. 410-641-0650 

HISTORY-TO-GO: CROSS STITCHING 
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington 
St., throughout October. Includes info 
sheets, recommended activities, supplies 
and more. Pick up from the Snow Hill li-
brary. 410-632-3495 

LEAF IDENTIFICATION GAME 
Pocomoke library, 401 5th Street, 
throughout October. Find the falling 
leaves throughout the library and match 
them with their description to property 
identify the leaf. Complete the game and 
enter for a chance to win a new Peter-
son’s Tree Identification Guide book. 
For families. 410-957-0878 

Calendar



CARPENTERS HELPER 
OC Home Improvement Co. 

looking for help with 
Demo/Light Drywall,  

Carpentry and Painting.  
Must have transportation. 

Text 410-430-5027. 

St. Matthew’s by the Sea 
United Methodist Church  

in beautiful Fenwick Island is 
looking for a  

PT ORGANIST/PIANIST  
to join our staff!  

Learn more at smbts.org or 
call 302-537-1402. 

AMERICAN LEGION 
Assistant Manager,  

PM Shift 
2 Line Cooks,   

Part-time. 
Exp. required. 
Apply at Post,  

2308 Philadelphia Avenue 
or call 410-289-3166 

JOLLY ROGER 
Small Engine Mechanic. 

Ride Maintenance.  
Year Round. 

Wage starts at $15/hour & 
up based on experience. 

Benefits available. 
410-289-4902 

 

OC WINTER RENTAL 
Downtown 

2BD/2BA Apt. Furnished, 
central HVAC, W/D, WiFi, 
cable included. Occ. lmtd.  

to 2. No smoking/pets. 
$800/mo. + utilities.  

410-202-6353 

Y/R Rental  
2 Bed, 2 Bath Home  

Avail. Nov. 1st. Unfurnished, 
W/D. No smoking/no pets. 
$2000 per month + electric 

+ sec. deposit.  
Call for further details  

410-390-2269 
 

YEAR-ROUND RENTAL 
3BR, 2BA 

Beautiful Townhouse 
with garage. Unfurnished. 

Off Rt. 54 in Atlantic Lakes. 
$2,600 per mo. + util’s. 

Owner pays HOA.  
Community pool.  
No pets/smoking.  

Call Howard Martin Realty 
410-352-5555 

Seeking YR & Seasonal 
Rentals!  

Call Howard Martin Realty 
410-352-5555. 

 

FOR SALE 
39 ACRE FARM 

mostly cleared. Between 
Pittsville and Salisbury. Huge 
warehouse/barn w/concrete 

floor. Perfect for horse,  
vehicles, contractors.  

Includes 2,200 sq. ft. house. 
Gourmet kitchen, liveable 

but needs updating. 
$675,000  

Call Howard Martin Realty 
410-352-5555 

 

COMMERCIAL 

Commercial Space  
for Lease.  

ONLY 1 UNIT LEFT! 
2-3 Units available, can be  

divided or joined.  
Approx. 1000 sq. ft.  
Busy major road in  

Town of Berlin.  
Call 443-880-8885 for 

more information. 

Contractor Shop/ 
Warehouse For Rent  
West OC. 1,000 sq.ft. 

w/Bathroom and HVAC.  
Call 443-783-2125. 

Industrial Space 
Yard and Storage Shed.  

Approx. 10x25+/-  
Route 90/Bishopville.  
Call 443-497-4200. 

2 Office/Retail Spaces  
available in West Ocean  

City. Approximately        
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.   

Call 443-497-4200 
 

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

PUT COLOR IN YOUR CLASSIFIEDS!  
CALL 410-723-6397

It’s not too late to  
advertise your  
winter rentals. 

GET IT  
RENTED HERE! 

410-723-6397 
www.octodaydispatch.com 

www.baysideoc.com

RENTALS RENTALS REAL ESTATE

24 OC Today-Dispatch OCTOBER 2, 2025
Call 410-723-6397 or email  

classifieds@octodaydispatch.com 
by Monday, 5 p.m.

M A R K E T P L A C E

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch & 
Bayside Gazette each week & online at  
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com

COMMERCIAL

O r d e r  Y O u r  C l a s s i f i e d s  O n l i n e !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends

OC Today-Dispatch

www.octodaydispatch.com

www.baysideoc.com 
www.octodaydispatch.com

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $20/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

 

 
Currently Hiring Manpower For: 

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters 
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics 

Concrete Work  
o Experience preferred. 
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license   
   are a plus. 
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits  
   package available.   

Please Apply Online:  
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers   

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

Classifieds  
410-723-6397 
Deadline is  

Monday @ 5pm

Yearly & Seasonal 
Rentals  

We Welcome Pets 
7700 Coastal Hwy 
410-524-7700 

www.holidayoc.com
CARPENTERS &  

CARPENTERS HELPERS 
Must have 

Tools, Transportation, Drivers License 

Experience preferred, but will train. 
PATTERSON & SONS  

BUILDERS 
rhp510@aol.com 

410-641-9530 

YEARLY RENTAL 
319 Robin Drive 

Available Immediately 
2BR, 1BA, Unfurnished.  

Dog friendly,  
ground floor.  

Ideal 2 mature adults 
w/strong work history.  
$2,000/mo. + electric.  
Call/text 703-819-7400

OFFICE ASSISTANT  
Busy office is looking for 

someone to help with  
various duties. Human  

Resource/payroll  
experience a plus.  

Located in Clarksville, DE.   
Please call for more info: 

302-228-2353

Established Fast-paced 

RESTAURANT 
Is seeking 

An experienced,  
year-round 

SAUTE CHEF 
Send resume/inquire 

Beacheats2@gmail.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION RENTALS IN WOC  
• Great location across from Sello’s Italian Oven & Bar 
• 2 options to choose from 
• Single Family 5 bed/5 bath -OR- 
• 2 car garage apartment 1 bed/1 bath 
• Winter rates available  

Call 410-213-1633 for details
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LARRY’S HANDYMAN 
SERVICE  

No job too small. Entrance 
doors, interior doors, storm 

doors, shower doors, drywall 
repairs and paint, laminate 

floors, interior paint.  
Over 40 years of carpentry 

experience. Please call 
Larry, 410-251-9066 

 

Do you have an old bicycle 
not being used? It could 
mean a world of difference to 
a hard-working international 
student. We are looking to 
get as many bikes as possi-
ble. Your donation will be tax-
deductible. Contact Gary at 
443-975-3065. 

 

 

TINY YORKIE PUPPIES 
Home Raised 
2 males left 

Mother and Father on  
premises 

302-934-8913 

SERVICES DONATIONS PETS 

Classifieds 410-723-6397 
www.baysideoc.com 

www.octodaydispatch.com

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK
Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

SERVICES 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 

insurance - NOT just a  
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 

Dental Information Kit with 
all the details!  

1-855-337-5228  
www.dental50plus.com/ 

MDDC #6258 

FOR SALE 
Prepare for power outages 

today with a GENERAC 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE  

5-Year warranty with  
qualifying purchase.  

Call 1-855-993-0969 today to 
schedule a free quote.  

It’s not just a generator.  
It’s a power move. 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 

Call Today and Get The  
Latest iPhone Every Year  

On Us! 855-977-5719 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get DISH Satellite TV +  

Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 

Limited Time Up To $600 In 
Gift Cards. Call Today!  

1-855-407-6870 

REAL ESTATE 
We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step 

process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid.  

Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 

1-866-541-7929 

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING 
Full Packing Service 

Piano Movers - Full Service 

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

Advertise in MDDC 410-723-6397

MISC./OTHER

Though I, barefooted, 
Would like to dance thru it all, 

The devil’s high heeled! 
My toes, so tender, 

And the floor, crowded.

Classifieds 410-723-6397
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BaysideOC.com

THE 
HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs 
“WE DO IT ALL”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • MHIC 17433 
“A Family Tradition Since 1935” 
410-893-9707

••  RRooooffiinngg  RReeppaaiirrss  
••  RRooooff  CClleeaanniinngg  

••  GGuutttteerr  CClleeaanniinngg  &&  PPoowweerrwwaasshhiinngg  ••  
••  DDeecckk  RReeppaaiirrss  ••

••  RRaaiinn  GGuutttteerrss  
••  GGuutttteerr  GGuuaarrddss  

••  SSccrreeeenniinngg  
••  PPaaiinnttiinngg  

••  SSttaaiinniinngg  
••  CCaauullkkiinngg

PARRISH

Phil Parrish Pat Parrish

HANDYMAN SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTORY
cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Let’s schedule your Fall & Winter Projects!

We accept MC/Visa 
(410) 641-3762

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The Area’s #1 Moving Company
BUDGET MOVERS

40+Years in Business                                                  Licensed & Insured

LOCAL • ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial

Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move 
Single Item or Certain Items or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated

www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers

MOVING SERVICES

MVA LICENSED

Paramount Lawn and Irrigation Specialists

Call Today! 410-600-0007 
or email paramountsprinklers@gmail.com 

MHIC: #164045 - Fully Insured

New Customers Save 10% on Any Service

3 Lawn Sprinkler Systems -Installation, repairs & service 

3 Spring Start-Ups and Winterization service 

3 Low Voltage Landscape Lighting 
3 Residential and Commercial 
3 All Brands serviced

LAWN IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

D E N TA LDENTAL

Complete Home Improvement Contractor

• Licensed and  
   Fully Insured  
• Free Estimates  
• Locally Owned 
• Cleaning Specials  
• Roofing  
• Maintenance

* NOW OFFERING * 
DISPOSAL ROLLOFF SERVICE 
Quick Reliable  Service 7 Days A Week 
Clean Up Crews Available • 15 & 20 Yard 410.713.8599 

MHIC#95214

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING
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ovement Design & Bert

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine 
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans
Administration 

Approved Contractor

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
     

   
   
                             

 
               

               
 

   
     
 

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

Lawncare, Landscaping & Hardscapes 

• Planting & Mulch 
• Stone Driveways 
• Patio & Walkway  
• Custom  
   Landscape 

FREE ESTIMATES 
410-430-7543MHIC #12398     MDA #30202

• Brush Removal 
• Leaf Clean Up 
• Hauling 
• Driveway  
   Seal Coating 

Sh
orescapes

LANDSCAPING

mental health

Island Care Mental Health  
Mary Deborah Wilson 

PMHNP  
Avoid the Delays 

Medication & Therapy 
MD DE Lic.     410-641-5190

MENTAL HEALTH

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING 
• DRYWALL REPAIRS 
• WALLPAPER REMOVED 
• DECK & HOUSE 
  STAINING 
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE 
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NOW ACCEPTING 
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing 
Interior & Exterior 

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PAINTING
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DIRECTORY

ROOFING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement  
Specialist Since 1989

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946 
9240 Peerless Rd. • Bishopville, MD 

mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com •  www.shoresidingmd.com

ROOFING & SIDING

ROOFING • SIDING • DURADEK • WINDOWS • GUTTERS

*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

ROOFINGPRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services 

PRINTING & DESIGN

410-430-3490 • LMSPlumbingandgas.com

Plumbing  
and Gas, LLC 

MD 62495 • DE 13060 •  Insured

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

We do it all from   
ground work to  
rough in to final 
trim & fixtures.

We Install:  
Faucets/Sinks • Showers/Tubs/Toilets 

Water Heaters • Water/Sewer Lines   
Winterization Packages • Repairs

PLUMBING

YOUR BUSINESS

Your  
Business 

Card Here! 
Call 410-723-6397

Nick French • 443-783-8255 
Nfrenchti@gmail.com

PIANO TUNINGPIANO TUNING PLUMBING

“Serving Our Coastal 
Communities With Pride!”

* Water Heaters * Water Heater Repairs 
* Faucet Replacements * Toilet Replacements  

* Garbage Disposals And More! 

www.localplumbingcompany.net

PLUMBING
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Don’t Miss Another Moment…

Schedule Your Flu Shot  
& COVID Vaccine Today

• We Accept All Insurances  
• Delivery Available  
• Open Saturdays

11005 Manklin Meadows Lane #1 • Ocean Pines  
(in front of Headlines Salon)  
410.629.0089                  

Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm 
Sat: 10am-2pm • Sun: Closed

HOMEBOUND? 
We will schedule a nurse to come and administer the vaccine. Call for details.

Schedule Your Flu Shot & COVID Vaccine Today

This pharmacy is independently owned and operated under  a license from Health Mart Systems, Inc.

• Flu Shots 
• High Dose Flu Shots  
  for Seniors age 65+ 

WALK-INS WELCOME  
Appointments Recommended 
Curbside Available

• Prevnar 20 
• RSV - Respiratory Syncytial Virus 
• Shingle Vaccine
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