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Ocean Pines Association General Manager John Viola recognizes Lisa Jarman’s 15 years of service. She was one of several employees whose efforts
on behalf of the association were recognized at the staff holiday luncheon at the Yacht Club on Dec. 19. In addition to Jarman, other long-time em-
ployees who marched to the podium were Debbie Donahue, 15 years, Earl Hall, 20 years, Nobie Violante, 25 years, James Brasure, 30 years, and

Robert Grant, 30 years.

OP assessments could go up

Increase of $40 possible,
with $25 of it being used
to help pay for firehouse

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 1, 2026) The Ocean Pines Asso-
ciation’s proposed fiscal year 2026/
2027 budget could raise membership as-
sessment fees by $40, if the community’s
board of directors approves the spending
plan later this year.

Ocean Pines Association General
Manager John Viola said during the
neighborhood’s Dec. 20 board of direc-
tors meeting that the new budget for the
upcoming fiscal year may raise the

Kozma Jewelry & Coins

homeowner’s association fees by about
$40.

Of the proposed $40 assessment in-
crease, approximately $25 would be
dedicated to funding the community’s
new firehouse. Viola described the cost
as “moderate” given the scope of the
project.

“With all the pre-planning and all the
work, we have a very good building, and
everybody will be happy,” Viola said.

The community is gearing up to con-
struct a new fire house, an initiative that
will replace the existing structure located
at 911 Ocean Parkway. The updated
building will be situated at the same ad-
dress.

The replacement of the Ocean Pines

Your Custom Design Jeweler Since 1978
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Volunteer Fire Department’s South Side
Station has been a desire of the commu-
nity for some time. The original struc-
ture, which officials say is now
inadequate to properly service the fire

and EMS teams, was built in 1981.
Besides leaks, drainage issues, and
mold concerns, the existing structure’s
engine bay doors are a mere 12 feet wide
and not spacious enough to fit the mod-
ern, and much larger, fire trucks. The
new building will address these com-
plaints, with the cost split between OPA
and the fire company. A referendum was
passed during last summer’s board of di-
rectors’ election, which authorized the
community to spend up to $3.4 million
See EARLY Page 3
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Berlin begins
police chief
recruitments

Town names interim chief
to fill in following departure
of long-time Chief Downing

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 1, 2026) The Town of Berlin is
officially searching for the next Chief of
Police, announcing the job posting for
the department’s leadership position has
been released following Chief Arnold
Downing’s retirement.

A Dec. 26 press release notes that
town officials are seeking “qualified can-
didates to advance the department’s
focus on community-centered policing,
public safety, and operational excel-
lence.”

The announcement comes amid a
leadership transition following the re-
tirement of longtime Police Chief
Arnold Downing last month. Lt. Robert
Fisher has been appointed Interim
Chief of Police and will serve in that ca-
pacity until a permanent chief is se-
lected, according to the municipality’s
announcement.

Officials say that Fisher brings “ex-
tensive experience” to the role and is
committed to prioritizing “community
partnerships and upholding the depart-
ment’s core mission and values of in-
tegrity, respect, and service.”

Fisher has served with the Berlin Po-
lice Department for about 30 years. Dur-
ing that time, he has taken on a variety
of roles, including collision reconstruc-
tionist, drone operator, and member of
the department’s bicycle patrol unit. He
previously served on the Town of Berlin
SWAT team and is also a certified
firearms instructor.

In addition to his operational back-
ground, Fisher has contributed to the

See CHIEF Page 3

WE BUY Gold & Silver Coins

Gold Jewelry ¢ Silver Jewelry ¢ Silverware
D.A. KOZMA JEWELERS RT 50 & 611 in the

FOOD LION SHOPPING CENTER WOC
410-213-7505 - DAKOZMAJEWELERS.COM




Page 2 Bayside Gazette January 1, 2026

Enjoy 50% off First 3 Months Rent

v
JOHN B. PARSONS

HARR[SON SENIOR LlVlNG

Assmted L1V1ng |' Resplte | Memory Care
Salisbury’s Historic “Mansion on the Hill”

Safety is our Priority!

Newly Installed - Insperien, an industry Leading Artificial Intelligence
Camera for fall prevention and care tracking!

Schedule a tour to see our historic renovations at
HarrisonSentiorLiving.com

300 LEMMON HILL LANE | SALISBURY, MD | (410) 742-1432




January 1, 2026

Bayside Gazette

Page 3

Early budget review reveals
assessments could increase

Continued from Page 1
on the project.

The new fire house is set to break
ground in February and will take about
60 weeks to complete. Of the $40 hit
homeowners could soon take on their
assessments, the majority of those dol-
lars will go toward the creation of the en-
hanced facility.

The remaining $15 of the proposed
assessment increase would address
higher water and wastewater costs. Viola
explained that the Ocean Pines Associa-
tion recently received a rate increase
similar to what individual homeowners
are experiencing. A portion of the in-
crease was allocated to Touch of Italy,
the community’s food and beverage ven-
dor overseeing the three OPA establish-
ments. Homeowners could also be on
the hook for the rate hike, seeing about

$15 extra reflected in their assessments.
Some of that cost, Viola said, has been
offset through proposed amenity in-
creases.

Viola added that public safety con-
tinues to be a major driver in the asso-
ciation’s budget. He noted that
safety-related costs now account for
approximately 43% of the assessment,
a significant increase from roughly
22% about a decade ago. That boost re-
flects factors such as police pension
equivalents, the new firehouse, and
what the general manager described as
“organic growth” in expenses.

A public town hall meeting to dis-
cuss the proposed budget will be
scheduled later this month. The OPA
Board of Directors is expected to vote
on the fiscal year 2026/2027 budget in
February.

Chief of police search starts
in Berlin; Interim appointed

Continued from Page 1

department’s administrative functions.
His experience includes supporting
budget development and management.
The interim chief has also played a part
in the hiring and promotion processes.

The Dec. 26 press release states that
this combination of policing experience
and leadership positions will enable
Fisher to provide stability during the
search for the permanent police chief.

“Berlin’s police department remains
focused on protecting and serving those
who live, work, and visit the Town of
Berlin,” Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall said
in the municipality’s statement. “I am
encouraged by the level of interest we
have already received in the Chief of Po-
lice position and confident that Interim
Chief Fisher will provide steady leader-
ship throughout this transition while we
complete a thorough and thoughtful
search for the department’s next chief.”

The Chief of Police job posting is
available on the Town of Berlin’s website
at berlinmd.gov/employment, where in-
terested candidates can review the posi-
tion’s qualifications, responsibilities, and
application procedures. Town officials
have not released a timeline for when a
permanent chief is expected to be
named. The position’s salary range is ad-
vertised as $102,273 to $124,612.

The current search follows the retire-
ment of Chief Arnold Downing, who has
served the town for more than three
decades. Earlier this month, the Berlin
Mayor and Council formally honored
Downing during a Dec. 8 council meet-
ing as he prepared to step down from his
role.

At the meeting, Tyndall reflected on
Downing’s long career and his own pro-
fessional history working alongside him
in multiple capacities, including as a

paramedic, councilmember, and mayor.

“On behalf of all of us, I do want to say
thank you for your service,” Tyndall said
at the time. “Decades of service to the
Town of Berlin and to the citizens, cap-
stoning a fundamental career as the chief
of police. We couldn’t have asked for a
better person to serve in that capacity.”

Downing began his career with the
Berlin Police Department on Aug. 26,
1991. He was appointed acting chief of
police in February 2000 and officially
named chief in December 2002, becom-
ing both the first African American ad-
ministrator and the first African
American Chief of Police in the depart-
ment’s history.

During his tenure, the department
expanded significantly, launching spe-
cialized units such as SWAT, a traffic re-
construction unit, five K9 teams, a drone
unit, a Defensive Tactics Instruction
Team, and a Firearms Training Unit.
Downing also championed officer well-
ness and professional development,
spearheading initiatives including en-
rollment in the Law Enforcement Officer
Pension System, a take-home car pro-
gram, and specialized pay incentives.

One of the most visible accomplish-
ments of his administration was the
opening of the new Berlin Police Station
in 2018, a project that modernized the
department’s infrastructure and sup-
ported future growth.

Beyond policing, Downing served as
a founding member of the Worcester
County Child Advocacy Center and as a
member of the Lower Shore CASA
(Court Appointed Special Advocates)
and Worcester Youth and Family Coun-
seling Services.

Those interested in the Berlin Police
Department’s open leadership role are
encouraged to apply.
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OPA considers board election modifications

The Ocean Pines Board of
Directors to weigh changes
to summer voting process

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 1, 2025) The Ocean Pines
Board of Directors election could look
different next year if the directors ap-
prove procedural changes proposed
on the last meeting of 2025.

A first reading of potential modifi-
cations to the elections and referen-
dum procedures was held at the
Ocean Pines Association’s monthly
meeting on Saturday, Dec. 20. Jeff
Heavner, board secretary, outlined
the proposed adjustments and ex-
plained that the elections committee
made the suggestions based on last
year’s voting cycle.

Each year during the summer
months, OPA holds an election for
the homeowner association’s seven-
person board of directors. Those cho-
sen to the seats serve three-year
staggered terms. The volunteer com-
mittee overseeing these elections has
proposed changes based on compli-
cations and opportunities for im-
provement observed during the 2025
board selection process.

“Changes will correct difficulties
encountered during the elections
process this year,” Heavner said.

The first change would involve
moving up the candidate filing dead-
line in certain instances. Currently,
when the number of candidates does-
n’t exceed the number of vacancies
available by two, the filing period is
extended to accommodate the solici-
tation of additional candidates.

Under this existing standard, for
the upcoming year’s board election, if
the number of candidates does not
meet the criteria, the period to solicit
additional filings runs from June 1 to
June 19.

The change would tighten the
nearly three-week timeframe. In-
stead, the period to encourage addi-
tional candidates would be about
seven business days. For the 2026
election, the extended filing deadline
would be June 9, rather than June
19.
“This excessive time period was
found to adversely affect the proper
time of significant voting process
events,” Heavner said.

Another proposed modification
would reduce the hours available for
association members to cast their
ballots. The new voting deadline
would change from the close of regu-
lar association hours to noon on the
Wednesday before the annual meet-
ing.

Heavner explained that the cur-
rent timing can complicate overnight

delivery of ballots to the election con-
tractor. Last year, the association
partnered with the Pittsburgh-based
firm MK Election Services.

Furthermore, the revised resolu-
tion would add more detailed guid-
ance on preparing ballots for the
association’s secure drop box, which
is housed at the community’s police
station, for the weeks leading up to
the voting deadline. The updated in-
structions aim to eliminate confusion
that occurred during the 2025 elec-
tion, Heavner said.

Lastly, if the recommended adjust-

ments pass, the updated resolution
will clarify that the post-election
committee meeting must occur no
later than five days after the annual
meeting, typically held in August, a
few days following the election to cer-
tify results, replacing the current
vague timing of “the day of the annual
meeting or as soon as possible after-
ward.”

A second reading of the proposed
election procedural changes is sched-
uled for the association’s next board
of directors meeting, on Saturday,
Jan. 24 at 9 a.m.

Ocean Pines staff honored
for milestone anniversaries

(Jan. 1, 2025) Several Ocean
Pines Association staff members
were recognized for their years of
dedicated service during the annual
Holiday Luncheon, held Friday, De-
cember 19, at the Ocean Pines Yacht
Club.

The following employees were
honored for reaching milestone serv-
ice anniversaries:

« Joe Bailey — 5 years

« Sandra Milito — 5 years

« Dustin Berkey — 5 years

« David Quinones — 5 years

 Michelle Hitchens — 10 years

« Lisa Jarman — 15 years

« Debbie Donahue — 15 years

« Earl Hall — 20 years

« Nobie Violante — 25 years

» James Brasure — 30 years

» Robert Grant — 30 years

Ocean Pines Association General
Manager John Viola thanked staff
members for their continued dedica-
tion and commitment to serving the
Ocean Pines community.
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Food and beverage initiatives on track in OP

Pines officials say projects
to enhance establishments
will continue over winter

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 1, 2026) Last month, the
Ocean Pines Association Board of
Directors received updates on sev-
eral major capital projects, includ-
ing ongoing improvements to the
community’s food and beverage fa-
cilities.

At the Ocean Pines Board of Direc-
tors meeting on Dec. 20, OPA Gen-
eral Manager John Viola said that the
planned food and beverage-related
initiatives, in partnership with Ocean
Pines restaurant operator Touch of
Italy, were reported as moving for-
ward, with the projects maintaining a
“green” status.

The projects to remain on track in-
clude an outdoor pavilion at the
neighborhood’s Clubhouse Bar and
Grille. Viola said OPA is continuing to
work with TOI and Vista Design, with
construction expected to begin this
winter and finish in May, just in time
to welcome patrons for the summer
season. He added that some interior
work is also being planned for the bar
area.

In October, the board approved

.

proceeding with the Clubhouse’s
pavilion engineering designs from
Vista Designs for $51,000. That proj-
ect will include the construction of an
outdoor shade structure where
golfers can pick up refreshments dur-
ing their rounds. Officials maintain
that the pavilion will speed up play,
as golfers can quickly grab drinks or
a snack at the new space rather than
going all the way inside.

Touch of Italy owner Bob Ciprietti
said at the October meeting, where
the initiative was green-lit, that a po-
tential menu at the new facility could
include hot dogs, burgers, and
wraps.

The Yacht Club kitchen project
also remains in good standing, Viola
said. According to the general man-
ager, meetings have been held with
TOI and Vista Designs, and contrac-
tors have already expressed interest.

“Hopefully they will be able to
start doing their work,” Viola said,
noting the anticipated project time-
line of this winter through May.

For the Yacht Club, the endeavor
will include installing an outdoor
structure, a pizza oven, and a grill to
improve service at the pool and out-
door deck. In October, the board
unanimously approved proceeding
with the procurement of engineering
drawings from Vista Design for

$40,800. At this meeting, Ciprietti
said that this past summer posed
challenges in maintaining quality
service while keeping the food fresh.

“It was hard to keep the food hot,
no matter what we tried,” Ciprietti
said. “The thought is if we had a really
good outside kitchen there, we could
create a better experience for every-
body and improve not only the food
service but the drink service.”

Furthermore, plans for the Ocean
Pines Beach Club in Ocean City re-
main in the planning phase, though
construction has been pushed back.
Viola said Touch of Italy originally in-
tended to complete some work on the
lower level this winter, but has since
delayed that portion of the project.

“[Ciprietti] updated me the other
day and said they probably won’t do
that until next year along with the
other work upstairs,” Viola said.

While construction is now ex-
pected to occur next year, Viola said
planning, permitting, and related
preparations will continue in the
meantime.

The project will include remodel-
ing the entire first floor, including a
new kitchen and bar. The Beach Club
will also receive a new restaurant on
the second floor with an ocean-view
deck. Furthermore, the downstairs
area will receive an upgraded deck

\

with a tiki-bar-style structure.

An elevator will also be added to
ensure the facility remains compliant
with the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA).

In October, the OPA board voted
to proceed with obtaining basement
plans and engineering designs for the
Beach Club from Atlantic Planning
and Development for $75,000. Offi-
cials said at the time that the im-
provement work had been long
overdue.

“So everyone knows that building,
if you have been over there, that
building is tired,” said OPA Board
President John Latham. “We were
going to spend money on it anyway.
Having a partner to share those ex-
penses will be nice.”

The Beach Club, Yacht Club, and
Clubhouse projects are part of an ef-
fort to upgrade Ocean Pines’ food and
beverage facilities, with costs shared
between OPA and Touch of Italy.
Under the agreement, Ocean Pines is
responsible for structural improve-
ments, while TOI funds interior com-
ponents such as kitchens and bar
equipment.

Once the architectural and engi-
neering plans are finalized, OPA staff
will solicit construction bids and
present the final cost figures to the
board for review and approval.
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Project timeline moved up at OP golf course

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 1, 2026) The Ocean Pines As-
sociation's Board of Directors unani-
mously approved a $406,000 capital
request last month to accelerate por-
tions of the irrigation system replace-
ment at the community’s golf course.

Ocean Pines Association General
Manager John Viola and Golf Course
Superintendent Justin Hartshorne pre-
sented the request at OPA's Board of Di-
rectors meeting on Saturday, Dec. 20.

The pair explained that while the
work was already scheduled over a four-
year timeframe, moving some sections
forward now would allow the association
to achieve cost efficiencies and address
the most significant problem areas.

The irrigation replacement project
began in 2024 and focuses on updat-
ing the neighborhood golf course's

over 50-year-old failing irrigation
system. Phase one included work on
hole one, the fourth tee, hole nine, the
practice range, and the pump station,
for a total cost of $934,000.

The second phase, currently under-
way, covers holes four through eight and
is expected to finish around March
2026, with a projected cost of $810,500.

Now, rather than having the ven-
dors hired to work on the initiative
leave only to return later, officials
have said they will use the contrac-
tors already on site to complete other
planned portions of the irrigation re-
placement project. The hope is that
this strategy will optimize efficiency.

"We've been phasing in the project,"
Hartshorne said. "We have just been
piecing together, as we go, different sec-
tions of the golf course. So, we're basi-
cally looking to, while we have the
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contractor on site already doing work,
rebid other phases and look at different
prices. And based on the bid numbers, if
they're good, then instead of mobilizing
the contractors again, we use them to
complete another section of the project.”

Viola emphasized that the project's
overall scope has not changed.

"The plan was, we were planning
this over four years, which we're still
on track," he said. "Again, we found
out from dealing with it that we can
actually get efficiencies, a better price,
while they're here, and we can take
care of certain areas where the leaks
are the worst. We labeled it as emer-
gency, and we still stand by that."

Board member Elaine Brady clari-
fied that this adjustment affects timing,
not the project's scope or total price tag.

“The entire scope of the project is
not changing," Brady said. "It's just
that you're bringing some other ones
in earlier, one for efficiency, and
probably to save a little bit of money.
Not that we're adding to the project,
it's just that the timing has changed."

Viola agreed, saying the modifica-
tion is designed to save money and
streamline work. Following the dis-
cussion, the board voted unani-
mously to approve the $406,000
expenditure for the irrigation work.

In addition to irrigation improve-
ments, the association has identified
other ways to improve OPA's golf
course. For instance, at a board of direc-
tors meeting in November, Viola said
his team is upgrading tee boxes at holes
one, two, seven, and eight with Iron
Cutter Bermuda grass turf, which the
general manager maintained is more
durable under periods of heavy play.

Some fairways will also receive the
same turf to prevent damage from
puddling caused by excessive rainfall
followed by boiling from the hot sun,
a common issue in late summer on
the Eastern Shore.

The accelerated irrigation work is
expected to begin in February or
March. The contractor is already on
site, which officials say will maintain
project momentum.

Investigation reveals house
fire in Pocomoke was arson

(Jan. 1, 2025) Arson charges have
been filed after a residential fire in
Pocomoke last weekend.

At approximately 1:40 p.m. on Dec.
28, Worcester County Emergency Serv-
ices received a 911 call from a resident in
the 400 block of Linden Avenue, report-
ing that her house was on fire, and she
was trapped on the second floor.

A Pocomoke City police officer, a
Pocomoke City EMS clinician and a
Pocomoke City volunteer firefighter ar-
rived on scene within minutes. These
three were able to force entry into the
residence and rescue the victim. Fire-
fighters from the Pocomoke City Vol-
unteer Fire Company arrived shortly
after and controlled the blaze.

The victim sustained serious in-
juries and was flown by Maryland
State Police Aviation Command to

Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Cen-
ter in Baltimore for further treatment.
Investigators from the Worcester
County Fire Marshal’s Office responded
to the incident. Investigators were able
to determine the fire had started inside
the residence and was incendiary.
Investigators identified a person of
interest, Margaret Jane Benchama.
At around 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 28,
Benchama was located and detained.
Worcester County Fire Marshal’s Of-
fice investigators interviewed Ben-
chama, during which she admitted to
starting the fire intentionally.
Worcester County Deputy Fire Mar-
shals arrested Benchama on charges of
first-degree arson and second-degree
arson. She was transported to the
Worcester County Jail, where she is
currently being held without bond.
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Land added to Bay Club restoration project

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 1, 2026) A 41-acre property
off Evans Road near Berlin has offi-
cially been added to Maryland’s
Chesapeake Forest Lands, expand-
ing public access and strengthening
conservation efforts tied to the for-
mer Bay Club golf course, now
known as the Libertytown Branch
Tract.

The Maryland Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) finalized
the acquisition of the property on
Nov. 21, 2025, using funding from
Program Open Space, a Maryland
land-conservation initiative. The
parcel connects directly to the 672-
acre Libertytown Branch Tract,
which was purchased with assistance
from the Lower Shore Land Trust
and transferred to DNR ownership
in 2023.

A press release announcing the ac-

as a win for both the community and
the environment. The parcel supports
restoration of forest, wetland, and
grassland habitats while buffering
critical areas for Forest Interior
Dwelling Species — birds that rely on
large, uninterrupted forest tracts to
survive. The surrounding region has
been designated an Important Bird
Area by the National Audubon Soci-
ety.

In addition to habitat protection,
planned restoration projects for the
Libertytown Branch Tract include re-
forestation initiatives, such as an
18.5-acre pollinator meadow and
constructed wetlands, to improve
local ecosystem health and water
quality.

The environmental endeavor has
been ongoing. Last year, initiative
leaders hosted an information ses-

Complete Diagnostics and Programming

sion on Jan. 16. Here, officials pro-
vided project updates and outlined
their mission with the Bay Club
transformation.

Alex Clark of the MD DNR Forest
Service said at the time that work al-
ready completed at the site included
the removal of infrastructure like
buildings and pavement, the majority
of the parking lot construction, and
planting trees across 62 acres. Offi-
cials have also coordinated with the
Berlin and Ocean Pines fire compa-
nies to provide them with easy access
to the property in the case of emer-
gencies.

Other priorities included finishing
touches on the parking area, addi-
tional signage, more cleanup, partic-
ularly collecting all the golf balls that
have found their way into the space’s
ponds, and working with DNR engi-

neers to ensure the property’s bridges
are structurally sound.

Community members are encour-
aged to get involved in the project.
Those interested in lending a hand
are invited to attend quarterly meet-
ings of the Friends of Libertytown
Branch, held at the Berlin Library.
The next meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, Feb. 12, at 6:30 p.m. Res-
idents can also contact the Lower
Shore Land Trust to learn about vol-
unteer opportunities and ways to
support ongoing conservation ef-
forts.

The property remains open for ex-
ploration as trail systems continue to
be developed.

For more information, contact the
Lower Shore Land Trust at 443-234-
5587 or visit
LowerShoreLandTrust.org.

quisition states that the newly ac-
quired land will support the original
vision for the Libertytown Branch
Tract: public use for community con-
nection, recreational activities, and
environmental restoration.

According to the announcement,
DNR plans to use approved stabiliza-
tion funds to improve access to the
property, protect water quality, main-
tain land integrity, and support fu-
ture trail connections. Once
infrastructure is in place, residents
will be able to access the forest di-
rectly from Berlin for activities such
as hiking, birdwatching, and horse-
back riding.

The acquisition has been described

Join Our VIP CLUB | PREMIUM TIRES
EVERY 6™ 0IL CHANGE Come See the Experts!
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24-Hour Towing
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10 OFF =
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BUOI.ANT FI-“SH Most Vehicles
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FRE TIRE ROTATION

With Purchase of 0il, Lube & Filter
for life of tires when purchased at Racetrack Auto
Includes 10W30 or 5w30, Up to 5 Quarts of 0il, other weights available at extra charge. Diesel 0il & Filter extra.
All coupons must be presented before estimate. Cannot combine coupons. Exp. 1/31/26

Racetrack0C.com

Need Automotive, Body or Marine Repair?
Visit One of Our 3 Locations:

RACETRACK AUTO & TIRE CENTER
10436 Racetrack Road, Berlin
410-641-5262

RACETRACK MARINE & BOAT SALES
10438 Racetrack Road, Berlin
410-641-5204

RACETRACK AUTO & BODY SHOP
10834 Ocean Gateway, Berlin
410-641-3200
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Grants available
for local groups

(Jan. 2, 2026) Worcester County
Government (WCG) is accepting
grant applications from area non-
profit agencies now through Friday,
January 23, 2026.

Applications are available to
download as a PDF at
www.co.worcester.md.us. Once
there, the link to the Non-Profit
Grant Application can be found
under “Important Links” on the
right-hand side of the web page.

Completed grant applications
should be mailed to the following ad-
dress: Worcester County Govern-
ment, One West Market Street, Room
1103, Snow Hill Maryland, 21863, At-
tention: Senior Budget Accountant
Lynn Wright

Applications received after the
deadline will not be considered, and
applying for a non-profit grant is not
a guarantee of funding approval from
WCG. Grant awards will be an-
nounced by mail following the adop-
tion of the FY27 WCG Operating
Budget in June 2026.

FERRIS

BLINDS SHADES
& SHUTTERS, LLC

FERRISBLINDS.COM

443-437-1700

We are your local DelMarVa Hunter
Douglas dealer and motorization
experts. We bring the showroom

to you, with measuring, samples,
and a detailed written quote in the
comfort of your own home. Let us
help you find the perfect solution to
fit your style and budget! Give us a
call to schedule your FREE in home
design consultation.

HunterDouglas &&
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Fire engulfs property located outside Berlin

(Jan. 1, 2025) Six area fire compa-
nies responded to an active fire out-
side Berlin on Saturday.

On Dec. 27, around noon, the
Showell Volunteer Fire Company was
dispatched to the 8200 block of Cir-
cle Road for a reported residential
structure fire. Assisting Showell on
the initial dispatch were Berlin, Bish-
opville, and Willards Volunteer Fire
Companies.

Upon arrival, fire was reported ex-
tending from the right rear of a sin-
gle-story residential dwelling. Due to
the volume of fire and the need for
additional water in a non-fire hydrant
area, a tanker task force was re-
quested.

The need for more water brought
additional units to the scene from the
Ocean Pines, Powellville, Pittsville,
Ocean City and Selbyville Volunteer
Fire Companies.

The dwelling was not occupied at
the time of the fire. Firefighters
worked for several hours to bring the
fire under control and remained on
scene for approximately four hours.

Deputies from the Worcester
County Fire Marshal’s Office re-
sponded to conduct an origin and
cause investigation. After examining

S—— -.-—- | : g g 0 L ,:....oc: .'j'I" ~;";n"~;tr_“(ﬂ:.&;ﬂ'
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A residence on Circle Road north of Berlin is pictured last Saturday. Investigators determined the incident was accidental and electrical in nature.

the scene, investigators determined ture. No injuries were reported. The
the fire originated in a bedroom and The Ocean City Fire Marshal’s Of- single occupant of the residence is
the cause of the fire was determined fice assisted with investigation efforts being assisted by the American Red
to be accidental and electrical in na- at the scene. Cross.
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$22.99 ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
RIBS, SHRIMP & SIDES ALL DAY

SPECIALS AI.L DAY

(Selbyville Location Only)

Sunday: Happy Hour All Day
Monday: 25% Off Anything Chicken
Tuesday: 25% Off Burgers
Wednesday: 25% Off Cheesesteaks
Thursday: 25% Off Entrees
Saturday: 25% Off Margaritas
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EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST

We have generations of experience and are
well known for our exceptional dental care.

We want to help you keep that
bright and beautiful smile
every season!

ATLANTIC DENTAL

COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

" PERIODONTAL TREATMENT ¢ FULL MOUTH
RESTORATIONS ¢ IMPLANT RESTORATIONS
SMILE ENHANCEMENTS
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AtlanticDental.com

12308 OCEAN GATEWAY,
SUITE 6, OCEAN CITY,
MD 21842
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Your All-in-One Solution from Grass Roots to Tree Tops

YEAR-ROUND

FALL - WINTER Tree Care

- Fall Cleanups SAVMIE. Landscaping
*DormantPruning  “c ooy Plant Health Care
SPRING [(TREEM - Irrigation

« Turf Applications ikl il Hardscaping

Landscape Lighting

Our expertise, proven track record, and innovative
approach enable us to deliver top-tier services with...

State-of-the-art equipment
" for maximum efficiency

. Highly trained experts
certified arborists with
decades of experience

. Comprehensive services
to solve every problem

0000

SussexTreelnc.com

TREE SERVICE SPECIAL

$50 OFF

Trimming or Removal over $500

$150 OFF

Trimming or Removal over $1,000

SUSSEX TREE, INC.
Valid with coupon only. Cannot be combined with
any other offers or coupons. Some exclusions apply.
Expires 1/31/26

302-227-1980 302-645-6262

MD Lic. #001823 STILANDSCAPE CENTER

LANDSCAPE SPECIAL

Try our landscape service and
let us prove we are the best option.

20% OFF

SUSSEX TREE, INC.
New landscape quotes only. Cannot be combined with
any other offers or coupons. Some exclusions apply.
Expires 1/31/26

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WORCESTER COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL'S OFFICE
One of the two recovered former military ordnances is pictured above and below is what the specific
type looks like when not subjected to the ocean for decades.

Military ordnances recently
found in Worcester County

(Jan. 1, 2025) Two unexploded
military ordnances were recovered by
authorities on Sunday.

On Dec. 28, at approximately 8:35
a.m., the Worcester County Fire Mar-
shal’s Office was requested to assist
the National Park Service at As-
sateague Island National Seashore
following the recovery of a suspected
unexploded military ordnance.

Later that afternoon, a second sus-
pected unexploded military ordnance
was recovered at a residence on
Greenwood Lane in the Ocean Pines
community.

The device recovered in Ocean
Pines was determined to have origi-
nated from Assateague Island and
had been transported from the Na-
tional Seashore to the residence by a
member of the public.

Bomb squad units from the Ocean
City Fire Marshal’s Office responded
and coordinated with the United
States Air Force Explosive Ordnance
Disposal (EOD) team from Dover

Air Force Base, 436th Civil Engi-
neer Squadron. Following evaluation,
both devices were believed to be
M29A1 Practice Rockets or a varia-
tion of the same, a type of military

training ordnance commonly
known as the “Super Bazooka.”

Assateague Island was historically
used as a military bombing and train-
ing range during

World War II, and unexploded
military ordnance may still be pres-

ent in certain areas.

Although designated as “practice”
munitions, these devices can still
pose serious safety hazards.

Both devices were rendered safe
and disposed of properly by EOD per-
sonnel. There

were no injuries reported in either
incident.

The Worcester County Fire Mar-
shal’s Office strongly reminds the
public that unexploded military ord-
nance and suspicious devices are ex-
tremely dangerous.

Members of the public should
never touch, move, or transport any
suspected ordnance. If an unfamiliar
or suspicious object is discovered, in-
dividuals should immediately leave
the area and call 911 so trained per-
sonnel can respond safely.

DENTAL Insurance

Great coverage for retirees.

Get your FREE Information Kit
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

call 1-855=-337-5228
Dental50Plus.com/MDDC
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Mitrecic pitches combining school districts

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Jan. 1, 2026) With the promise of
state funding for public schools not
necessarily assured in the near fu-
ture, Worcester County Commis-
sioner Joe Mitrecic is making an
audacious pitch for a money-saving
endeavor: consolidate two southern-
end school districts into one.

Mitrecic said Dec. 16 he believes his
elected peers in years past “made a mis-
take” by authorizing separate middle and
high schools for the neighboring towns of
Snow Hill and Pocomoke City instead of
combining them — decisions he said cost
taxpayers tens of millions of dollars.

At his request, the county commis-
sioners last month unanimously
agreed to send a letter to the board of
education asking officials to explore
what such a consolidation might en-
tail. The vote was, 6-0, with Commis-
sioner Diana Purnell absent.

“I know this is a radical thought and,
again, I don’t want everybody to get crazy
about it,” Mitrecic said during the meet-
ing’s open comment period. “This would
be the first step in just getting some kind
of idea of what would be necessary.”

Added Mitrecic: “I know that
there’s tradition and there’s people
that are gonna chastise me for just
that — tradition and all. But we just
see the budget soaring.”

He noted that south-end schools are
far less populated than northern
Worecester schools, a factor he said con-
tributes to the county having the second
highest per-pupil spending in the state.

Six of the county’s 14 schools serve
students from Snow Hill and Pocomoke
City. This academic year, those schools
have a combined enrollment of 2,487
students — about 35% of the county’s
6,970 total students, according to school
district spokeswoman Carrie Sterrs.

Mitrecic (District 7, Ocean City)
said he felt moved to propose this
“very exploratory and preliminary”
idea after attending last week’s winter
conference of the Maryland Associa-
tion of Counties in Cambridge.

There, he sat in on a symposium fo-
cused on the complexities of paying
for school construction and the poten-
tial funding gap counties face as state
revenue shortfalls persist. The discus-
sion included direct input from the
head of the state’s gatekeeper commis-
sion on school construction funding.

“After that seminar,” Mitrecic said,
“it became very clear that the cost of
us maintaining our schools, and
building new schools possibly in the
future, is going to borne by the tax-
payers of Worcester County.”

State lawmakers in recent years have
shifted more unfunded mandates onto
counties in an effort to rein in state costs.

Those include increased cost-sharing for
property tax collection, wrongful convic-
tion lawsuit payouts, and a mandatory
minimum teacher salary of $60,000 by
the 2026-27 school year.

The end result could have a wide-
ranging and massive impact on Worces-
ter County Public Schools: reductions in
teachers and staff, fewer bus routes and
drivers, and less spending on facilities
maintenance and food service, among
other outcomes. Mitrecic said any
staffing cuts would occur through attri-
tion and that no one should lose their job.

Athletics could disappear for either
the Warriors or Eagles —a gut punch to
the identities of the Pocomoke and Snow
Hill communities, respectively, should
their alma maters ever be shuttered.

Mitrecic stressed that the final de-
cision would rest with the board of
education and that the idea is a very,
very long-term play — one that could
take two decades to materialize.

“If you started it today, it would take
12 years for it to start to wean itself out,
to just one school district. I certainly
don't want to pile all the kids into one
school from both areas today — I un-
derstand the problems that could bring
on,” Mitrecic told OC Today-Dispatch.

“If it took effect today, the ones
that are in kindergarten today would
graduate in separate schools. The
ones that start kindergarten next year

Maryland

Tratlllmna_

would graduate together,” he added.

Spokeswoman Kim Moses said the
Worcester County spent $28.1 million
on Worcester Technical High School in
2007, $35 million for an addition and
renovation of Pocomoke High School
in 2008, and $43 million for an addi-
tion and renovation of Snow Hill High
School in 2013. Both high schools were
built in 1958 on the same blueprint.

Moving forward, it will be up to
school officials to dictate a response.

"I look forward not only to dis-
cussing this more fully with the com-
missioners to understand their
position, but to gather insight from
those communities to inform any
long-range decisions about our com-
munity-based schools," Superintend-
ent Annette Wallace said in a
statement.

Board of Education President
Todd Ferrante, when reached for
comment, noted the state’s wealth-
based funding formulas leave
Worcester County with the second-
lowest level of school funding
statewide. He declined to comment
on the consolidation proposal until
the board receives the commission-
ers’ letter.

“At this point, the commissioners
have made a request, and we’ll cer-
tainly look into it and we’ll get back
to them,” he said.

Il}rahcakes GIIIII “

.‘_ ot .‘_:‘

—
L




Bayside Gazette January 1, 2026

Below are the winners.

Winner Ages 6-9
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Sheriff’s salary move nixed by commission

County officials support
Crisafulli’s request for new
body camera contract

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Jan. 1, 2026) Sheriff Matt Crisa-
fulli’s request to increase starting
salaries for new hires recruited as
transfers from other law enforcement
agencies went nowhere with the
Worcester County Commissioners
last month.

Crisafulli had asked to increase
deputy pay by 5%, for entry-level
deputy sheriff to sergeant. That would
bump annualized starting pay from
$63,132to $66,210, or $31.83 an hour.

The sheriff also sought to increase
pay by another 2.5% specifically for
veteran police officers hired laterally
from other police agencies.

Crisafulli told the commissioners
at the Dec. 16 meeting how he didn’t
bring up the mid-year budget request
lightly, and that he’s driven by real-
time staffing needs and “not by con-
venience.”

“If we cannot compete now, those
experienced deputies, will already be
hired elsewhere,” he told the commis-
sioners.

The Worcester County Sheriff’s Of-
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Original Paintings, Photographs & Art Prints
@ by Local Artists Make Great Gifts! gy
Open Tues - Fri 10am-5pm & Sat Call for Hours ¢ 410-213-8266

12417 Ocean Gateway, Suite 20, Herring Creek Professional Ctr.
West Ocean City

fice is down 12 positions, including
vacant posts and staff on medical
leave. Another two deputies expected
to join the force soon are still in the
police academy, according to the
sheriff.

Crisafulli said the $354,281 cost
would be largely offset by existing va-
cancies, bringing the net cost this fis-
cal year to $106,239.

The sheriff had tried a month ago
to bring this same request before
county leaders, but that discussion
was tabled by a vote of the commis-
sioners at the request of Commis-
sioner Caryn Abbott, who said she
needed more information.

Following this latest rejection, the
sheriff’s office must now sit tight until
the annual budget cycle reboots in the
spring before making any new fund-
ing requests. Crisafulli told OC Today-
Dispatch that the denial will stymie
his hiring efforts by “potentially a year
or two.”

Police departments across Del-
marva lately have been locked in a de
facto arms race for hiring, offering in-
creasingly starting pay and incentives
to recruit from an ever-shrinking pool
of candidates — a battle that Crisafulli
says his office is losing.

Two Worcester deputies have quit
this year to join other departments for
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more pay, while other lateral candi-
dates abandoned applications with
Worcester County to follow more
money elsewhere, according to the
sheriff. At the same time, a handful of
experienced deputies this year opted
to retire early.

When it comes to hiring, Crisafulli
drew a stark contrast between old
hands and fresh horses: New recruits
face a steep learning curve during
their first to three years on the job —
and that’s after navigating the lengthy
process of background testing, acad-
emy training, and field instruction.

Veteran sheriff’s deputies, on the
other hand, arrive fluent in police
work, understand the culture of law
enforcement, and may bring institu-
tional knowledge.

Crisafulli said he started having
these conversations with the commis-
sioners months ago.

“We tried to explain to them that
all of these other agencies were in-
creasing their pay packages — they
were laden with incentives and that
we needed to start to do something
now, just to be competitive,” the sher-
iff said. “We weren’t asking to be the
highest paid. We were asked to get
into a competitive bracket.”

Commissioner Joe Mitrecic moved
to approve the sheriff’s request and
Commissioner Eric Fiori seconded
the motion. However, with Commis-

sioner Diana Purnell absent Tuesday,
the motion died in a 3-3 tie vote.
There was no discussion on the dais.

“Yes” votes came from Mitrecic,
Fiori, and Abbott. “No” votes came
from Commissioners Jim Bunting,
Ted Elder, and Chip Bertino.

Following the vote, Bertino (Dis-
trict 5, Ocean Pines) was quick to note
he’s open to talking about this again
when the county ramps up its finan-
cial planning for the new fiscal year.
“At budget time, this is a conversation
we should have, and I hope you bring
it back,” he told the sheriff.

Axon contract upgrade OK’'d

Also at the Dec. 16 meeting, the last
of the calendar year, the commission-
ers approved the sheriff’s request in a
6-0 vote giving him permission to up-
date a contract with body camera
provider Axon.

The four-year agreement adds an
artificial intelligence software bundle
to the county’s existing body camera
contract with Axon. Crisafulli said by
signing the contract now, the manu-
facturer will honor a proposed dis-
count of $420,000, bringing the
contract addendum to $1 million.

The sheriff added that his signing
the updated contract now amounts to
a “placeholder” and he’ll bring the
fine print of the deal back before the
commissioners for review in the near
future.

NOW IS THE TIME
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WOR-WIC AWARD WINNERS

Wor-Wic Community College recently honored four employees with Excellence in Service Awards.
The awards recognized those who have gone above and beyond to support students and the college’s
mission, foster a sense of camaraderie and positivity, contribute innovative ideas and play an active
role in Wor-Wic’s success. Above, Thelma Orr, a member of the Wor-Wic Foundation board of direc-
tors, and Deborah Casey, Ph.D., president of Wor-Wic Community College, along with Dr. Kimberly
W. Purvis (at right), celebrate winners of Wor-Wic’s Excellence in Service Awards Lindsay Bowen,
Hope Ellis, Donna L. Yackley and Will Preneta.
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LEGION BREAKFAST

During the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 166 November Sunday breakfast, members were happy
to serve our ALA Dept of MD President Kyrese Johnson, American Legion Maryland Department
Commander Nikki Carnes Randolph and ALA Eastern Division National Vice President Ree Ann Ross,
along with other ALA members from across the state who attended the annual conference in Ocean
City. Pictured, from left, are Johnson and Auxiliary members Marie Gilmore, Marti Marron, Jessie
Parsons and Penny Matthews.
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MALLARD BOWL WINNERS

This year’s Mallard Bowl brought the excitement. On the Friday before Thanksgiving break, the
Upper School came alive as students from all four classes battled it out for the coveted trophy. The
event even included a fun halftime show that kept the energy high. The competition wrapped up
with the Freshman class taking home the trophy to their class sponsor, Mrs. Zambori. Congratula-
tions to the Freshmen, this year’s Mallard Bowl Champions.
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RWWC SDHS DONATION

The Republican Women of Worcester County presented a check for $1,000 to Stephen Decatur
High School Band Director Jimmy McKenzie to help with expenses toward the entire band’s trip to
Hawaii to participate in the Pearl Harbor Day parade on Dec. 7. Only one high school from each
state was chosen to participate and march in the parade and the honor in Maryland was given to
SDHS. Above, RWWC First Vice President Carol Frazier is seen presenting the check to McKinzie.
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WPS COLLECTION DRIVE

On Friday, Dec. 12, students from Worcester Preparatory School (WPS) gathered to donate gifts
collected for Worcester County GOLD (Giving Other Lives Dignity) in support of local families during
the holiday season.

In addition to participating in the SGA Food Drive, Middle and Upper School students and volunteers
chose to further give back by organizing a toy collection for Worcester County GOLD. The initiative
reflects the WPS community’s ongoing commitment to service and compassion for those in need.
Worcester County GOLD, Inc. is a nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the quality of life
for local citizens who lack access to traditional means of support. The organization promotes dignity
by providing financial assistance to families in crisis, as well as to vulnerable adults and children
in foster care.

Pictured, from left, are Head of School Dr. Betsy Hornung, Head of Middle School Jake Perry, stu-
dents Lillian Ha, Brooklyn DeliGatti, Will Schlesinger, Chase Thompson, Tobi Blaska, Vivian Spraul
and Head of Upper School Carol Evans.

AFTER SCHOOL
ART CLUB

The After-School Art Club
at Snow Hill Middle School,
an outreach program of the
nonprofit Art League of
Ocean City, created "Tree
of Life" artwork inspired by
Gustav Klimt. Led by Mrs.
Shockley, the students ex-
plored analogous colors
and painted layers of
"chaos," adding their own
positive affirmations like
courage, gratitude, and
kindness.
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BAYSIDE GAZETTE




January 1, 2026

Bayside Gazette

Page 15

Obituaries

WILLIAM RICHARD SERMAN
Snow Hill

William “Bill” Richard Serman, of
Snow Hill, MD a beloved figure in the
hearts of many, passed away peace-
fully on December 23,
2025, at the age of 90.
Born on May 9, 1935,
in Ridgely, MD, to the
late Carroll C. and Ida
Mae (Roche) Serman.

Bill worked for
Worcester  County
Roads for 28 years.
He began his career
as a Heavy Equipment Operator and
retired as Assistant Engineer, leaving
behind a legacy of hard work and
dedication. A proud veteran of the
United States Air Force, Bill served as
a K-9 handler in the Air Police, creat-
ing a lifelong bond with animals that
resonated throughout his life. His
passion for animals was evident as he
raised dogs, cats, and chickens. Out-
side of work, Bill loved playing base-
ball and softball, was an avid coon
hunter and a spirited go-kart racer,
always seeking the thrill of adventure
and the joy of a good story.

He leaves behind his loving wife of
66 years, Charlotte C. Serman: his

OBITUARY
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Obituary Notices
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for Print and Online
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children, Katherine Serman Richey
and William Gary Serman (Cynthia);
brother, Joseph Serman; sisters,
Betty Ann Bozman and Patsy Mulli-
gan. He was a proud grandfather to
William Thomas Serman, Katie Kidd
(Josh), Emily Ann Serman, and
Johnny Richey, and his great-grand-
children, Connor and Cooper Kidd.

A funeral service will be held at
Trinity United Methodist Church,
8339 Newark Road, Newark, MD
21841 on Tuesday, December 30,
2025, at 12:00 PM where friends may
call one hour before the service at the
church.

He was preceded in death by a
brother, Carroll Serman and a son-in-
law, Sam Richey.

In lieu of flowers donations in his
memory may be made to Trinity Gar-
den of Memory, C/O Nancy Bounds,

WORCESTER COUNTY

LIBRARY

Worcester County Maryland Librar
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3:00PM | This is the first of a four-session program at
the Ocean Pines Branch. 410-208-4014.

8JAN BINGO

z00pm | Ocean City Branch.

14 JAN PASTA MAKING WORKSHOP
2:00PM- (REGISTRATION REQUIRED)
3:00PM | Hands-on pasta basics with pasta to take
home at the Berlin Branch, 410-641-0650.

15 JAN HERBAL HEALTH
2:00PM- (REGISTRATION REQUIRED)
3:00PM | Explore herbal wellness & take home curated
tea at the Pocomoke Branch. 410-357-0878.

15 JAN MD 250: COLONIAL
a30eM- SILHOUETTE CRAFT
S30PM 1107 W Green St., Snow Hill, MD.

20 JAN GLASS PAINTING

2:00pM- (REGISTRATION REQUIRED)

3:30PM | ocal artist, Jean Frank, teaches us how to
paint on glasses at the Ocean City Branch.
410-524-1818.

24 JAN LINKEDIN WORKSHOP

12:00PM W|lhWorcesterCDuntyTounsm&
1:00PM | Economic Development
107 W Green 5t., Snow Hill, MD.

21 JAN MD 250: DECODING THE
5:30rM- CEMSLUS (REGISTRATION REQUIRED)
B:30PM virtual Program: Discover how census

records can unlock your family’s past.
410-632-3495.

22 JAN IN CONCERT: NOTES ON THE
2o0orv- BEACH
300PM | Celebrate 505 & 60s music, from Elvis to
the Beatles at the Ocean Pines Library.

23 JAN CAST 28 COFFEE TASTING &
10:00an- DEMONSTRATION

LL:00AM | (REGISTRATION REQUIRED)
Experience a hands-on coffee cupping at

the Pocomoke Branch. 410-957-0878.

28 JAN VIRTUAL ESCAPE ROOM -
register WARSHIP MYSTERY
priorto  (REGISTRATION REQUIRED)
Jan28. | play anytime before Jan 31 and submit
your answer to Snow Hill for a prize!

410-632-3495,

P.O. Box 36, Newark, MD 21841 or
Newark Vol. Fire Co., 8338 Newark
Road, Newark, MD 21841.

Condolences may be sent by visit-
ing www.bishophastingsth.com.

LINDA ABBOTT LYNCH
Berlin

Linda Abbott Lynch, age 79, passed
away on December 23, 2025 in Salis-
bury, Maryland. Born on July 25, 1946
in Salisbury, Maryland, she was the
daughter of the late William Abbott
and Eleanor (Hancock) Abbott.

Linda graduated from Stephen De-
catur High School and attended
Hood College. She married in 1967
and worked in the family business,
the Commander Hotel, until officially
retiring in 2015.

In addition to her parents, she was
preceded in death by her son, John B.

Delaware Learning Institute is now

The Salon Professional Academy

Nothing is changing about the school you know and love -
it’s all about our updated name and look.

asses Now orming
Now Taking Transfer Students
o Cosmetology
* Master Barbering * Manicuring

o Teacher Training * Advanced Education

Next Class Starts January/February
Call (302) 207-4021 for more information

Financial Aid available to those who qualify

2 SALO

PROFESSIONAL
ACADEMY

o Aesthetics

All the same services
as your favorite
salon/spa at a fraction
of the cost.

All services are performed
under the supervision of
Delaware Licensed Instructors.

® 32448 Royal Blvd., Suite A
Dagsboro, DE 19939 ‘§-E°i‘.“2“.‘26- PR s prbee

302.732.6704 | WEV

www.tspadelaware.com E Hydroderm Facial Treatment

Temple Bat Yam

A Reform Jewish Congregation

Lynch, III.

She is survived by her beloved hus-
band of 58 years, John Lynch, Jr., her
son William Lynch, his wife Amanda
and their children, Jack and John.

A service was held at Makemie
Presbyterian Church
in Snow Hill on Tues-
day Dec. 30, 2025 at 2
p-m. with a one hour
visitation prior to the
service. A graveside
was held at the con-
clusion of the service
with a reception to
follow inside the
church.

Letters of condolence may be sent
to the family via www.burbagefuner-
alhome.com. Arrangements are in
the care of The Burbage Funeral
Home in Berlin.

Linda A. Lynch

__“Duchess for a Day”

only $43

i v
L) 1
1 1
1 1
i 1
4 Enloy a haircut, facial, manlcure pedicure, |
' condmonlng treatment and blow dry. '
3 OUPOX GOOD FOR ONLY mksu\ ‘!
ed with other offer
’

Full Set of Acrylic Nails

<()1 m\ummm{(»\n 1 PERSON
ined with other ials. Expires 1/31/217

1 Hour Facial

701) FOR ONLY 1 PERSON
with other offers i

-..________.-’ -..________-'

Free Makeup
with Any Color Service

COUPON GOOD FOR ONLY 1 PERSON
or specials. Expires 1/31/26_ 4

$50.00

P
- R

" ( UL JPON G 0017 F ORU\I\ 1 1 l u&o\

JOIN US FOR IN-PERSON SERVICES
FRIDAYS AT 7PM
SATURDAYS, JANUARY 3 & 24 AT 10AM

Call for More Information 410-641-4311
or email office@templebatyam-oc.org

11036 Worcester Hwy., Berlin, MD 21811
TempleBatYam-oc.org

MARYLAND | DELAWARE | DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

g\ o
HELP FUND THE

IUIIIIIG FUTURE OF JOURNALISM

FOUNDATIUN

mddcpress.com/foundation
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Opinion

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

School investigation
information shortage

As the rumor mill turns with greater momentum every
day, facts are scarce about the apparent investigation into ...
well, there’s the problem.

Beyond knowing that the public school system is con-
nected to whatever the Maryland State Prosecutor’s office is
looking into and that Worcester County sought the investi-
gation into some aspect of the schools, there’s not much de-
finitive that can be said.

We have reported or are reporting on two searches the
state office has conducted, one at the home of a school system
employee and another the Worcester County Board of Edu-
cation offices in Newark, but the most important factors —
the what and why of it all — we don’t know for a fact and no
one who does know is talking.

One of the reasons for this reluctance is because an inves-
tigation is not an indictment. The former is the pursuit of an-
swers, while the latter is an expression of belief based on
those answers.

Until the state’s investigators make their determination,
the responsible approach dictates that it’s better to say noth-
ing than to say something that turns out to be wrong.

Berlin looking outside

The Town of Berlin is doing the right thing by seeking its
new police chief from outside the town’s ranks, simply be-
cause it lets town officials work with a much deeper pool of
talent.

This isn’t to say the town’s personnel aren’t good at what
they do, but the chances of finding the one person who ticks
all the boxes rises in proportion to the number of resumes
received.

This is a good, well paying job, and no one should be sur-
prised if numerous qualified people in the region are consid-
ering applying for it. Here’s hoping that the mayor and Town
Council have a tough time deciding.
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Warning led to suspension

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 1, 2025) Maryland drivers could have
their licenses suspended if there is reason to be-
lieve a medical condition may affect their ability
to drive safely — a state protocol that affected an
Ocean Pines resident over the summer, follow-
ing a routine traffic stop.

Larry Roberts, a former Ocean Pines resident
who now lives in West Ocean City, shared the ex-
perience of his former neighbor, who was pulled
over while searching for an address in the
wooded community. Roberts said the woman,
83, had slowed to more than 10 miles per hour
below the posted speed limit while looking for a
dog groomer.

“The thing is, when you're looking for an ad-
dress, a lot of places don’t have their address
posted,” he said.

According to Roberts, the police officer who
conducted the traffic stop issued only a warning.
However, about a week later, the woman re-
ceived a letter from the Maryland Motor Vehicle
Administration (MVA) informing her that her li-
cense had been suspended pending medical and
driving evaluations.

Roberts added that the letter indicated there
was reason to believe a medical condition could
affect the woman’s ability to maneuver a vehicle
safely, and that until required evaluations were
satisfied, her driving privileges would remain re-
voked.

Roberts assisted his former neighbor in ap-
pealing the license suspension. At the MVA office
in Salisbury, she completed written, cognitive,
and physical analysis. She was then referred to
additional testing from a contracted specialized
driving assessment site near Queenstown. Here,
the woman underwent further cognitive evalua-
tions and behind-the-wheel examinations,
which she was required to pay for. She was given
another road test back at the Salisbury MVA.

Ultimately, Roberts’ former neighbor was
able to reinstate her driving privileges. However,
the process was months-long, he said, beginning
in June, when the traffic stop occurred, and con-
cluding with the license being returned in No-
vember.

Roberts said that while the Ocean Pines
woman’s dilemma was a headache, he under-
stood the intent but noted that he wishes the
state would consider updates to expedite the
procedure.

“I'm behind them 100% on trying to get some
of these people off the road,” he said. “...I did
some reading on it and gained a little more un-
derstanding of what they're trying to do. We just
went through the process as it’s set up, but I
think they need to fine-tune it. And I think it’s
something that the general population should
know about.”

Local law enforcement agencies said that the
reason behind these occurrences is essential to
protecting public safety.

Ocean Pines Police Chief Tim Robinson
maintained that incidents like the one involving
Roberts’ friend are common and necessary to
ensure all drivers are safe on the road and added

that his department’s actions were consistent
with statewide protocol.

“At times when doing traffic enforcement or
conducting accident investigations, an officer
may make observations or learn details that raise
concerns about a driver’s ability to safely operate
a motor vehicle,” he said. “The Maryland MVA
has had a process in place where law enforce-
ment may submit a request for a re-examination
of alicensed driver.

“We are aware of the potential impact this can
make on an individual’s ability to drive and their
independence, so we don’t make these decisions
lightly. Anytime we submit one of these, it is due
to either one of these observations or otherwise
credible information that supports our con-
cern.”

Robinson explained that law enforcement of-
ficers are authorized to request a driver re-exam-
ination through the MVA when concerns arise.
The decision on whether a driver’s license is sus-
pended or reinstated is ultimately made by the
MVA, with guidance from its Medical Advisory
Board (MAB), a panel of physicians that reviews
medical information and recommends appro-
priate action.

According to the MVA, drivers may be re-
quired to undergo re-evaluation due to medical
conditions that could impair driving, such as vi-
sion or memory issues, neurological conditions,
mental health concerns, cognitive decline, or
other health problems. In some cases, drivers are
approved to continue driving with restrictions,
such as daylight-only operation or periodic re-
testing.

The MVA website explains that self-reports
are required upon diagnosis, if an individual is
afflicted with conditions like diabetes that has
caused a low blood sugar episode requiring as-
sistance from another person in the last six
months, epilepsy, seizures, a heart condition that
has caused unconsciousness in the past six
months, stroke, sleep apnea or narcolepsy, trau-
matic brain injuries, vision loss, alcohol or drug
use problems, schizophrenia, weakness of the
hands, legs, or feet, or dementia.

In addition to self-reports, concerns may be
brought to the attention of the MVA for possible
medical review by the MAB from judges, court
referrals, physicians, law enforcement agencies,
hospitals, or private citizens.

While health conditions and aging can affect
an individual’s ability to operate a vehicle safely,
the State of Maryland offers tips to address these
issues, helping extend how long a person can
drive.

For instance, the webpage for Zero Deaths
Maryland, an initiative aimed at eliminating ve-
hicle-related fatalities, offers strategies for people
to assess their driving abilities and reduce im-
pairments.

The website notes that if someone struggles
to read signs or handle headlight glare, they can
be proactive by ensuring eyeglass prescriptions
are up to date and scheduling yearly appoint-
ments with an eye doctor. If there are coordina-
tion or flexibility concerns, an aging driver
should speak to a physician.
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Elections director closes

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Jan. 1, 2026) Over four decades of
elections in Worcester County, every
ballot cast, every certified result, every
dispute resolved — they all passed
through Patti Jackson’s hands.

“I always say, your vote is your voice,”
she said.

Now, with another election cycle
complete, the 65-year-old Jackson is
stepping away from the job she’s held
for most of her adult life. When this year
ends, so does her 40-year career with
the county Board of Elections. She’ll re-
tire Dec. 31.

Jackson has had a front-row seat to
nearly every major shift in how Worces-
ter County votes, from hand-counted
ballots and hulking steel voting ma-
chines to today’s electronic voting sys-
tems. She’s seen voter registration move
from in-person to online, and early vot-
ing grow from an idea into standard
practice.

Most of Worcester County’s roughly
43,000 voters never see the nuts and
bolts of how elections work, or think
about it when casting a ballot at one of
the county’s 19 precincts. It’s a job that
attracts scrutiny almost exclusively
when something goes wrong.

“If you had an election every year, I
don’t know how you’d survive because
it’s alot of work,” she said. “People don’t
realize — they think when an election
comes up, you're busy maybe two weeks
before, maybe a week after. It’s a long
process. We start planning a year in ad-
vance for the next election.”

How important are elections in the
Jackson family? When her youngest
was born, her 3-year-old son crafted a
simple ballot and had the family vote on
first and middle names. He’s grown
now, living in Pennsylvania, and still
calls her on Election Day to say he voted.

Jackson got hired at the Board of
Elections in 1985, giving the board a

total of two employees at the time: her
and former elections director Sheila
Jones, a mentor who she later suc-
ceeded in 2001.

Her first task was gearing up for the
election of 1986. She was 24.

“I remember going to a meeting with
the State Board of Elections,” Jackson
recalled, “and all the workers, the direc-
tors — and we weren't called directors at
the time, we were called registrars — and
the lady that was conducting the meet-
ing said, ‘who here has never been
through an election?’

“It was me and another lady,” she
added. “She just looked at us and she
goes, ‘all I can say is I'm sorry.” And
everyone cracked up laughing. I
thought, ‘what have I got myself into?”

In her early days, ballots were cast
using Shoup-brand voting machines
that were already antiques. It was up to
Jackson to make sure they were deliv-
ered from a storage warehouse to
polling places; Ocean City had still used
the old devices until very recently for
municipal races.

“You would go into this huge metal —
itlooked like a box. And a curtain would
close around you, and you choose the

Fa

Patti Jackson, pic-
tured, stepped
down as the
county’s elections
director on the last
day of 2025.

BRIAN SHANE/
BAYSIDE GAZETTE

lever. Then when you hit the button to
exit or cast your ballot, the curtain
would open and that was it,” Jackson
said.

Back then, every Election Day vote
was meticulously tallied by hand on
oversized paper spreadsheets, one col-
umn at a time. Jones was there beside
her, offering kind guidance: Stay calm.
Take your time. We want to be accurate.

Jackson has seen just how thin the
margin can get. In the 2014 Republican
primary, Worcester County produced
what she calls its “claim to fame:” a
county commissioner race that ended in
a deadlock between candidates Ted
Elder and Kathryn Danko-Lord.

As mail-in ballots were counted, the
lead swung back and forth before the
final tally landed on 214-214. The tie was
unprecedented in a Maryland county
commissioner race. State election offi-
cials consulted the Attorney General be-
fore opting to leave the decision to the
candidates’ central committee (Elder,
now a third-term incumbent, ultimately
won.)

Today, paper tallies are long gone.
Electronic devices calculate vote totals
faster and more efficiently. And, despite

out 40-year career

what you may have heard, these com-
puters are not connected to the Internet.
Only after polls are closed will the re-
sults, pulled from a removable flash
drive, get uploaded to the state.

“We've invited people that have
questioned that to work as an election
judge, you know? Then you'll see it for
yourself. A couple people have taken us
up on it, but most times it’s, it’s easier to
complain than it is to see how it’s done,”
she says of would-be conspiracy theo-
rists.

When Election Day rolls around,
Jackson tries to visit every polling site,
starting before sunrise. She stays out
until returns start coming back. Some
elections have kept her up until 2 a.m.,
followed by a full workday the next
morning,.

Inside her office in Snow Hill, her
longtime home away from home, the
walls over her desk are cozily decked out
in election paraphernalia and old
framed political ads.

There’s a headband from Shirley
Temple’s 1984 campaign for president;
a plastic bag featuring former Gov. Mar-
vin Mandel; a colorful poster for the late
Reggie Hanock, a former county com-
missioner. On an opposite wall hang
plaques marking 20, 25, and 30 years
on the job.

But now, retirement is calling. Over
the years, Jackson has missed many of
her children’s school functions. She has
10 grandchildren she wants to see more
often. Her departure also coincides with
the retirement of longtime deputy direc-
tor Teresa Riggin, marking a rare lead-
ership turnover at the board.

Jackson says she'll miss the work and
the camaraderie, but it’s time to let
somebody younger take over. Her suc-
cessor, Jocelyn Abbott, will be just the
third person to hold the position since
the 1960s.

“I've been here 40 years,” she said. “I
think that’s long enough.”

i OPEN HOUSES

Jan.1-Jan. 8

BB BR o o AR

DAY/TIME

Fri-Mon 11am-4pm
Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm
Fri & Sat Noon-2pm
Friday Noon-2pm
Friday 2-4pm
Saturday 10-11:30am
Saturday 11am-1pm
Saturday 11am-1pm
Saturday 1:30-3:30pm
Sunday 11am-1pm

Sunday 11am-1pm

ADDRESS

Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside

BR/BA

12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC 2BR/2BA
11500 Coastal Hwy #1614, Ocean City 2BR/2BA
1 66th St #101 Vintage, Ocean City 2BR/2BA
6305 Atlantic Ave #301, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA
204 S. Heron Drive #202G, Ocean City 2BR/2BA
104 125th St #106 Lorelei ll, Ocean City 3BR/2.5BA
4201 Coastal Hwy #510, Ocean City Efficiency/1BA
6305 Atlantic Ave #301, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA
6305 Atlantic Ave #301, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA
10300 Coastal Hwy #802, Ocean City Efficiency/1BA

STYLE PRICE
1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+ Condos, Towns & SF -
Single Family from  from $284,750

Condo $579,900
Condo $479,000
Condo $1,550,000
Condo $575,000
Condo $575,000
Condo $231,000
Condo $1,550,000
Condo $1,550,000
Condo $268,500

AGENT/AGENCY

Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate

Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community
Lauren Bunting/Keller Williams Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate

Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers.
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Puzzles

PRESENT TIME
BY DAVID KWONG / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

David Kwong is a magician in Los Angeles. When he was 7, a magician at a pumpkin patch fooled his father, a biochemist (“the
smartest man in the world” in the son's eyes), with a magic trick. That’s when David knew what he wanted to be when he grew
up. David's traveling show, “The Enigmatist,” concluded a successful run in London last month. — W.S. Note: Once the puzzle is
complete, the circled letters, when read from left to right, will spell a punny two-word phrase.

ACROSS

1 Some Arctic transports

10 5.E.C. football
powerhouse, for
short

14 1950s hangout with
a jukebox

20 Game piece made of
four squares

21 “The Kite Runner”
protagonist

22 Skulks

23 Joins gradually

24 “Doggone it!”

25 Treatment

26 Blue colorant
obtained from the
indigo plant

27 Wrangler alternative

28 Brightly colored
Mediterranean
flowers

30 Rap's Run-

31 Course catalog?

32 When Aries
transitions
to Taurus

34 Sweetly, on scores

35 “T'll pass”

36 Input of certain
mining

38 Montalban who
played Khan in “Star
Trek 11:
The Wrath of Khan™

40 Timer selting

42 Areas of influence

45 Mental health org,

46 Fraudulently make
seem like

48 Covers completely

49 Wyoming peak

Online subscriptions: Today's
puzzle and more

than 4,000 past puzzles,
nytimes.com/ crosswords

($39.95 a year).

51 Like a corporation
with
a new logo, perhaps

34 Comment from
someone caught in
the rain

56 Yellow avenue in
Monopoly

58 A bit off, say

59 Hyatt alternative

60 Hard-boiled genre

62 TheForce.net for
“Star Wars,” for
example

64 Dark side

65 Former big name
in browsers

67 U.F.O-watching org.

68 By way of, informally

70 Kemo (the Lone
Ranger)

71 Sailor's patron

72 Fleetwood Mac hit
named for a Celtic
goddess

76 Daddy

79 Eponymous British

financier James ____

81 By saying this you
mean well

82 Wrap seller

83 Adopted, as a pet

85 Wasn't folded in a
suitcase, say

87 Developed, as baby
teeth

89 Sci-fi miniaturizer

91 Emanations

93 Boldly face

94 Kind of cipher in
which
A becomes B, B
becomes C, e.g.

95 Guardians, on a
scoreboard

96 Bit of birdspeak

98 Damp, mildewy
quality

99 They hold water

102 Silence

103 Lying faceup

104 _ Park, Calif.

105 Air

107 Disney subsidiary

111 A little help?

112 Evadled, asa
sensitive issue

114 Some pings, in brief

115 “Fieon ____ '
(Shakespearean cry)

116 Skips over

118 Few and far between

119 Regulars at parks
with ramps,
informally

121 Reply after having
one's memory
jogged

122 Some lime ago

123 “What's done is
done!”

124 Stick (to)

125 Garden interloper

126 Church parts
crossing naves

DOWN

1 Make furious

2 “The Family Circus”
cartoonist Bil ____

3 Tennis line judge’s
ruling

4 Duke Ellington classic
with the lyric “That
was my heart
serenading you”

5 West side of L.A.?

6 “Is there still time for
me to join you?”

7 51 to the hour

8 Stage direction

9 Phillipa of Broadway

10 Grammy winner
Erykah

11 ____ Gorman, “The
Hill We Climb” poet

12 Copy

13 Iced-tea-and-
lemonade
refreshments

14 Spending romp

15 Output of certain
mining

16 Counterpart of a sub

17 Fast start?

18 Father, familiarly

19 Mentally overpower,
with “out”

28 Like most moccasins

29 Great Dane of
cartoons, informally

33 More livid

37 Keister, in Leicester

39 2015 chart-topping hit
for the Weeknd

40 Symbolic for its time

41 Shoe company with an
iconic checkerboard
design

42 Descendant

43 Apple: Fr.

44 Ts without

47 Rabid in appearance

50 Woman's nickname

that sounds like two
letters

51 Rice-A-____

52 “Borderlands”
director Roth

53 Hiding place

55 Gene pools?

57 Org. with its own
alphabet

61 Abbr. not found on
most smartphones

63 “Aren’t ____ lucky
one?!”

66 It has a lot of
secretaries

67 Shirt collar stiffener

69 Where to find six
“presents” in this

77 ““Fancy, that!”

78 Prickly denizen of
puzzle? coral reefs
71 Knock 'em dead 80 Famed lawyer in the
72 Coolidge who sang 1925 Scopes Monkey
the theme for Trial
“Octopussy” 81 Most minimal
73 Just getting started 84 Some Korean exports
with 86 Calmed deceptively
74 Green shade

88 Baseball slugger’s
stat

90 Bird used to deliver
messages on “‘Game
of Thrones"”

75 What Joe Montana
was in the "80s

76 A TD scores six of
these

92 Blueprints
97 Author Zora Neale

98 Noodled on, with
“qver”

100 Girlfriend in “Ferris
Bueller's Day Off"

101 Informant

103 “Ta-ta!"

104 Tricky pool shot

106 Someone enjoying a
walk in the park

108 Mentally with it

109 four

110 Fits one inside the
other

112 Porcine : pigs ::
cervine ;

113 Essential

117 It might be good for a
change

119 One who knows the
drill?; Abbr,

120 Teslas, e.g., for short

RACETRACK AUTO SALES

410-352-5070

HUGE YEAR-END
TRAILER LIQUIDATI

ON SALE!

o

PREVIOUSLY OWNED VEHICLES for SALE
10 HONDA CRV * “15 NISSAN ROGUE * 15 DODGE CARAVAN » ‘01 BOX TRUCK

AUTO DETAILING GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
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© Puzzles by Pappocom
HARD - 53

4

N

9
311

8
6

Fill in the blank spaces in
the grid so that every vertical
column, every horizontal row
and every 3 by 3 box contains

the numbers 1 through 9, with-
out repeating any. There is re-
ally only one solution to each
puzzle.

oo A~

Answers to last
week’s puzzles
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Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com
by 5 p.m. Monday. All community-related activities will be

published at no charge.

Thursday, Jan. 1

32ND ANNUAL AGH PENGUIN SWIM
Princess Royale Oceanfront Resort,
9100 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 12
p-m. Annual event supporting Atlantic
General Hospital. Cost is $30 until Dec.
30 and $35 Dec. 31 and Jan. 1. 410-641-
9858,
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/penguin-
swim2026/

Fri., Jan. 2

0C MAHJONG CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own
tile set. All adults welcome. 410-524-
1818, worcesterlibrary.org

CURRENTLY READING BOOK CLUB
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1 p.m. Drop
in and discuss what you are currently
reading and share it with the group. Get
some great ideas for what to read next.
410-208-4014,
www.worcesterlibrary.org

NEW YEAR’S JOURNALS: CREATIVE ART
AND WRITING

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 2 p.m. Fire up
your creativity with inspiring prompts,
inventive writing and spontaneous art.
Journals and supplies provided. For
ages 12-18 years. Registration re-
quired: 410-957-0878, worcesterli-
brary.org.

Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1 p.m. Young
independent readers can practice their
literacy skills by reading aloud to a
friendly trained dog. Stop by to sign up
for a time slot. Best for children ages 6-
11 years. 410-641-0650

OCEAN PINES FARMERS & ARTISANS
MARKET

Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239
Ocean Parkway, 9 a.m. to noon. Shop for
everything from fresh local produce to
unique handmade artisan goods. Also
featuring family-friendly activities,
music and unique shopping experiences.
Open to the public, year round. 410-641-
7052,
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages
/farmers-artisans-market

Sun., Jan. 4

SEWING FOR A CAUSE

Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30
a.m. to noon. Learn how to sew while
making a difference. 410-641-0234

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10
a.m. Www.jw.org

Mon., Jan. 5

STORY TIME: NATIONAL BIRD DAY
Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For ages
0-5 years. 410-524-1818, worcesterli-
brary.org

FIRST FRIDAY- JANUARY 2026

Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St.,
Ocean City, 5-7 p.m. Art League of
Ocean City’s free monthly unveiling of
new artwork. 410-524-9433

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO

Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo
starts at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available
before bingo and at intermission. 410-

524-7994

Sat., Jan. 3

SATURDAY WRITERS

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10 a.m.
Novice and established writers gather to
share their creative writing projects.
Structure includes critiques and appreci-
ation, market leads and writing exer-
cises. Drop-ins welcome. 410-641-0650

PAWS & READING
Worcester County Library - Berlin

MOVIE MATINEE

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m.
Come see a movie you may have missed
in the theaters. 410-208-4014, worces-
terlibrary.org

T.0.PS. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169
Mondays - Atlantic General Hospital,
Conference Room 1, 9733 Healthway
Drive, Berlin, 5-6:30 p.m. Take Off
Pounds Sensibly is a weekly support and
educational group promoting weight
loss and living a healthy lifestyle. Rose
Campion, 410-641-0157

BRIDGE

Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center,
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30
p-m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00
p-m. All ladies who love to sing invited.
Elissa, 410-641-8050; on social media;
or delmarvachorus.org.

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS

Mondays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road,
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100

Tues., Jan. 6

0C KNITTING GROUP

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Bring whatever project you happen
to be working on. 410-524-1818, worces-
terlibrary.org

book.com/theberlinfarmersmarket.

BEACH HEROES-0C

Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round.
Trash bags, grippers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome.

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7
p-m. www.jw.org

BABY TIME

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Songs, rhymes and stories. Stay
after to socialize with other families. For
ages 0-2 years. 410-632-3495, worces-
terlibrary.org

STORY TIME

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m.
Story time geared for ages 0-5 years fea-
turing seasonal themes designed to sup-
port early literacy skills with stories,
songs and finger plays. 410-641-0650,
worcesterlibrary.org

STORY TIME: WINTER

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 10:30 a.m. Songs,
rhymes and stories. For ages 0-5 years.
410-957-0878, worcesterlibrary.org

MASTER GARDENERS PLANT CLINIC
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m.
Master Gardener Ginny Rosenkranz
talks about all things plants. Bring any
questions and feel free to show your
plants as well. 410-208-4014, worcester-
library.org

3-D SNOWFLAKES

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m.
Learn how to make a three dimensional
snowflake. Registration required: 410-
524-1818. worcesterlibrary.org

AFTERSCHOOL ART

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m.
Design 3D art. This month the group
will be making 3D snowmen using clay.
For ages 6-11 years. 410-208-4014,
worcesterlibrary.org

CROSS FARMS POP-UP FARMERS MAR-
KET

Tuesdays - Flower Street Field across
from Henry Park, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Ac-
cepting Maryland Department of Agri-
culture FMNP (WIC & Seniors) Checks
and Maryland WIC Fruit & Vegetable
Checks. Also offering a "Produce Bucks"
program, which doubles purchases for
eligible residents. https://www.face-

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY

Tuesdays - Worcester County Health De-
partment, 9730 Healthway Drive, Berlin,
3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly support
and education group promoting weight
loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-289-4725

0C KNITTING CLUB

Tuesdays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m.

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE

Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and
others interested in watching or learning
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info:
TangobytheBeach.com.

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS

Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with
optional light weights.
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS
GROUP

Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral, 11021
Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m. Use the
weight loss program/app/plan of your
choice. Free and open to everyone. 410-
641-4882, www.htcanglican.org/activities.

Wed., Jan. 7

CHICAGO THE MUSICAL

Ocean City Performing Arts Center, 4001
Coastal Highway, 7 p.m. A universal tale
of fame, fortune, and all that jazz, with one
showstopping song after another. Tickets:
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/8299888
7/chicago-the-musical-ocean-city-oc-per-
forming-arts-center.

PUZZLE SWAP

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1-7 p.m. Bring
your gently used puzzles and leave with
new-to-you puzzles. Don’t have a puzzle
to exchange but still want one? That’s
OK too. All puzzles must be complete in
their original box. 410-641-0650

DEMYSTIFYING THE SYMPHONY
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines

Continued on Page 20
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Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. This
is a four-session course that familiarizes
attendees with the music, etiquette and

experience of contemporary orchestras.

Held Wednesdays in January. Registra-
tion required: 410-208-4014.

WACKY WEATHER

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4:30 p.m.
Explore the science behind wild weather
with fun hands-on activities. For ages 6-11
years: 410-524-1818. worcesterlibrary.org

KIDS PAINT NIGHT

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, 5:30-6:30 p.m. All ma-
terials and instruction provided. For
ages 8 years and older. Cost is $22. Pre-
registration required: 410-641-7052.

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m.
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Last Wednes-
day of the month meetings are offsite
and information can be found on the
website and Facebook. www.kiwaniso-
fopoc.org.

CASH BINGO

Wednesdays - Ocean City Elks Lodge
2645, 13708 Sinepuxent Ave. Door open
at 5 p.m., bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. Food
available before bingo and at intermis-
sion. Open to the public. 443-605-5028

ONGOING EVENTS

3RD ANNUAL TRAIN DISPLAY

Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire Department,
North Station, 249 Ocean Parkway, Nov. 23
to Jan. 5. Free entry; donations appreciated.
Hours are Fridays, 6-9 p.m.; Saturdays 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. and 6-9 p.m.; and Sundays,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. www.OPVFD.com

TRAIN GARDEN SCAVENGER HUNT
Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, Dec. 1
through Jan. 3. Stop by the Ocean City
branch to admire the holiday magic and
help complete a very special scavenger
hunt. For families. 410-524-1818

HISTORY-TO-GO

Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington St.,
throughout January. Pick up a History-to-Go
kit and learn about ciphers and codes used
throughout history. Supplies provided to
make your own cipher disk. Pick up between
December and February. 410-632-3495

Retire with
confidence.

Stop wondering if your savings will last. Get a
personalized retirement plan designed to help provide
consistent income and ongoing guidance from a
fiduciary advisor.

Whether you've saved $50,000 or $500,000, we'll
help you build a strategy to make the most of it.

A
B =] o)
Plan Invest Spend Personal Advisor

We'llcreate a
retirement roadmap
tailored to your
lifestyle.

Investrment strategies
for your nest-egg,
focused on growth and
risk management.

Geta paycheck in
retirement - no more
guessing what you
can afford

A fiduciary advisor
to help you make
informed financial
decisions

Ready to stop worrying about money?
Call for a free,

no-obligation consultation (888) 295-9055
© Retirable

Advisory services offered through Retirable, a Registered Investment Adviser. The free consultation is for infarmational purposes only
and does not constitute investment advice. Investment outcomes are not guaranteed and may vary based on market conditions.

THE WINTER QUILL POETRY CONTEST
This year’s theme is frozen moments,
encouraging young writers to capture a
single memory, feeling or image in an
original poem. Entries are due by Feb. 2
and the contest is open to ages 6-11 and
12-18 years. Winners will be announced
on Feb. 9. All participants are invited to
celebrate at a Family Poetry Read-a-
lound on Feb. 21. 443-235-5597

Have you been to the ReStore?!

W Habitat for Humanity’ Gre=

ReStore =

IN STORE
SAVINGS

ONLINE

EACH WEEK FEATURES A
SALE ON FURNITURE,

DECOR, OR HOME IMPROVEMENT

GRAB GREAT DEALS FROM THE

COMFORT OF HOME!

SHOPPI N G https://habitatrestoreworcester.company.site

ITEMS ARE ACCEPTED FOR

PICK UP OR DROP OFF FOLLOWING
EMAIL APPROVAL. CONTACT US!

VOLUNTEER

HELP HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BY
JOINING OUR FUN, FRIENDLY,

OPPORTUNITIES RELAXED TEAM! WE NEED YOU!

donations@habitatworcester.org
volunteer@habitatworcester.org

OPEN

Tuesday-Thursday 10AM to 4 PM
and Friday-Saturday 10AM to 3 PM

11307 Manklin Creek Rd, Ocean Pines, MD

Consumer Cellular:

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE, WITHOUT
BIG WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

SAWESLEY

FINANCIAL GROURB

WE CANCEL TIMESHARES

Many people think they're stuck with their imeshare forever— but that's often not the case. Wesley Financial
Group has helped more than 50,000 families break free from unwanted timeshares, and we may be able to help
you, too. If you were misled, pressured, or deceived during your purchase, you could qualify for cancellation.

How Does the Cancellation Process Work?

= Start with a FREE consultation to tell us your story.
m If we determine your case gualifies, you'll be paired with a specialist to guide you through the process.

= Cur Resolution Department works diligently to cancel your timeshare and help stop related
maintenance fees—permanently.

Thousands of timeshare owners have already found relief through our proven process. You could be Just cne
phone call away from peace of mind. Our dedicated team Is ready to help.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

Call 1.888.984.2917

a law firm and
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Call 410-723-6397 or email

classifieds@octodaydispatch.com
by Monday, 5 p.m.

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch &
Bayside Gazette each week & online at
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com

S2][vsa]

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED RENTALS RENTALS COMMERCIAL WANT TO BUY

DUNKIN® fieds
\% ponNuUTs | |Class!
““NowHIRINGH | | 410-723-6397
Production C .
for ol;? WuOcC Ik?t?henrg‘(l:\i’lity baVSI deoc-com
Up to $20/hr. ,
Apply online at: octodaydispatch.com
www.delmarvadd.com

YR OCEAN PINES

Available Immediately! LONG TERM WINTER

3BR, 2BA RENTAL
A“%entlr_al HVA|C I Utililites Included
ppliances fncl. CONTACT US AT

No Pets.
$2,300 per month
+ $2,300 sec. dep.

410-404-8851

burgundyinn@gmail.com
410-289-8581

&)Sea Colony.

Join the Sea Colony East Maintenance Team!

Now hiring high rise condominium/full time building
maintenance techs.

Great Benefit plan/paid time off!

Apply online at troon.com/careers - company location
Sea Colony Assoc East

or email bethann.steele @seacolony.com or
call 302-541-8831 for an interview

YR OCEAN PINES
Available Immediately!
South Gate Cul de Sac

Recently renovated

Unfurnished
4BR, 2BA

Screened in porch,

Central HVAC
No smoking/pets
$2,500 per mo. + util's
& sec. dep.
410-404-8851

i l
REAL ESTATE INC

Yearly & Seasonal
Rentals
We Welcome Pets
7700 Coastal Hwy
410-524-7700
www.holidayoc.com

Seeking Year-Round
Rentals!
Call Howard Martin Realty
410-352-5555.

COMMERCIAL

Commercial Space for Lease

Classifieds 410-723-6397 | ONLY 1 UNIT LEFT!

AU States

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, ING

COMPLETE EXTERIOR REMOVATION EXPERTS

Currently Hiring Manpower For:

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics

Concrete Work

o Experience preferred.
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license
are a plus.
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits
package available.
Please Apply Online:

https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

AFFORDABLE
TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS

Low and Moderate Income

~ Accessible Units and Facilities Available
~ Air Conditioning
~ Kitchen-Furnished w/Range & Refrigerator
~ Wall-to-Wall Carpet
~ On-Site Laundry Facilities
~ One Year Lease
Call Us Now To See If You Qualify!
410-641-0830
TTY users via MRS Dial 711
REEDY COVE APARTMENTS
Germantown Rd., Berlin, MD 21811
This institution is an equal opportunity
b provider and employer.

A onm
CFFORTURITY

D

&

It’s not too late to advertise
your winter rentals.

GETIT
RENTED HERE!

410-723-6397
www.octodaydispatch.com
www.baysideoc.com

[ Classifieds 410-723-6397 |

dwﬂed—eﬂemed—
Approx. 1000 sq. ft.
Busy major road in
Town of Berlin.
Call 443-880-8885 for more
information.

2 Office/Retail Spaces
available in West Ocean
City. Approximately
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.
Call 443-497-4200

COMMERCIAL SPACE
Rt. 611, Stephen Decatur
Business Center.
Large unit with 5 individual
office spaces within.
$2,400 per mo.
410-430-7675

Industrial Space
Yard and Storage Shed.
Approx. 10x25+/-
Route 90/Bishopville.
Call 443-497-4200

DONATIONS

Do you have an old bicycle
not being used? It could
mean a world of difference
to a hard-working interna-
tional student. We are look-
ing to get as many bikes as
possible. Your donation will
be tax-deductible. Contact
Gary at 443-975-3065.

SERVICES

1 BUY ALBUMS!
410-430-5349

FOR SALE

CEMETERY PLOT
For Sale
Sunset Memorial Park
Plot #171-C
$650 ($7,000 Value)
Rt 50, Berlin MD
Call 410-641-1734

MISC./OTHER

The joy of Your Word,
And the love of my children,
You have prospered me!
My heart, soft and true,

It, You awkened!

Run your business
card in our

SERVICE

DIRECTORY

CALL 410-723-6397
for pricing!

BUDGET MOVERS

443-664-5797
LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING
Full Packing Service

Piano Movers - Full Service

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

Serving the Newspapers of
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
NETWORK

SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental

insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details!
1-855-337-5228
www.dental50plus.com/
MDDC #6258

FOR SALE
Prepare for power outages
today with a GENERAC
Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase.

Call 1-855-993-0969 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

MISC. FOR SALE

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just

$25/mo! The Power Of 35G  Get your fair cash offer today

Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The
Latest iPhone Every Year
On Us! 855-977-5719

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

MISC. FOR SALE
Get DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In
Gift Cards. Call Today!

1-855-407-6870

We Buy Houses for Cash AS

REAL ESTATE

IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid.

by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-866-541-7929

Advertise in MDDC 410-723-6397

0C Today-Dispaich & sew |

WWW. octodaydlspatch com

Place An Ad :‘"&

e Convenient
e Quick
* No Waiting, No Calls
e Days, Nights & Weekends
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BOAT REPAIRS
443-614-7259

‘4\
RADCLIFFE B_OAT WORKS

ToraL REFURBS * FIBERGLASS REPAIRS * CusTOM DESIGNS
ConsoLEs * HATCHES * TEAK * PAINT

MARK RADCLIFFE

DENTAL

CLEANING SERVICES

CARPET CARE

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
Grout Cleaning

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

N\ 302-436-5652

J = 1 A\
Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

DePalma Dental, ccc

Michael DePalma, D.D.S.
Errin DePalma, D.D.S.

500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3 Phone: 410-641-3222
Berlin, Maryland 21811 www.depalmadental.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES

PARRISH

HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs

“WE DO IT ALL”

* Roofing Repairs < Rain Gutters * Screening « Staining
*Roof Cleaning * Gutter Guards e« Painfing « Caulking
« Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing *

* Deck Repairs ¢
Licensed * Bonded ° Insured * MHIC 17433
“A Family Tradition Since 1935”

410-893-9707

Phil Parrish Pat Parrish

HOME IMPROVEMENT
V e Licensed and

BAYSIDE ~ - otstinas
BUILDERS,,

e Locally Owned
CLEANING SERVICES

e Cleaning Specials
¢ Roofing
Complete Home Improvement Contractor

e Maintenance

* NOW OFFERING *
DISPOSAL ROLLOFF SERVIGE
Quick Reliable Service 7 Days A Week

410.713.8599

MHIC#95214

HOME IMPROVEMENT
EVANS BROTHERS

410-984-4938

Decks / Screen Rooms / Wood / Composite

Windows / Siding
Bathroom / Kitchen Remodels
Flooring Hardwood / LVP
Ceramic Tiles

FREE Estimates * Licensed And Insured
MHIC #52065

HOME IMPROVEMENT

:mu IWALSH

Established 1977

Home Improvement, Inc.

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Let’s schedule your Fall & Winter Projects!
We accept MC/Visa

(410) 641-3762
Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured ® MHIC #8465

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“One stop shop
for Home
Improvement”

Clean Up Crews Available - 15 & 20 Yard
@ PipeLine
Contracting, u.c

Home Improvement Services Company

I Home Improvement Design & Bertch Cabinet Retail

* Flooring & Tile

* Residential & Commercial

* Servicing Maryland &
Delaware Beaches

US Veterans
Administration
Approved Contractor

* Cabinets & Countertop

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

* General Carpentry &
Painting

11312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in Today!

(410) 208-1518 » (410) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net ® info@pipelinecontracting.net
MDHIC # 107489 « DE # 2014100304 + Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eastern Shore
Home Improvement Services LLC

Home Repair, Maintenance and Millwork

Z\, 410-600-5243

- Blake Fleming, Owner

Veteran Owned and Operated Licensed & Insured, MD # 162919

HOME IMPROVEMENT

* 0 Payments m

* 0 Interest

ok PARADISE = _
* Free Estimates  410-430-2583 ptte ﬂ

ROOFING - SIDING

WINDOWS - DOORS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MHIC 114960- Insured- Affordable

Andersen gy

LANDSCAPING
Landscaping & More

Property Management  Lawn Care
Gutter Cleaning « Power Washing
Leaf Removal * Hauling Services ¢ Painting
Stone & Gravel * Mulching * Cleaning
Trailer Storage * Shed Demolition
Stump Grinding * Firewood
House/Shed/Garage Cleaning

& More

Atlantic
-

Call or Text for Free Estimates & Questions!

410-713-9159

3

MENTAL HEALTH

Island Care Mental Health "=

Mary Deborah Wilson
PMHNP

Avoid the Delays

Medication & Therapy
MD DE Lic. 410-641-5190 >

4

D

MOVING SERVICES
BUDGET MOVERS
The Area’s Moving Gompany
LOCAL . ENTIRE EAST COAST

Residential or Office or Commercial

Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move
Female Owned & Operated

Single Item or Certain ltems or Full Home
. Call Maria: 443-664-5797
www.Facebook.com/ochudgetmovers
40+Years in Business Licensed & Insured

LANDSCAPING

Lawncare, Landscaping & Hardscapes

e Winter Cleanup

e Brush Removal

e Hauling

e Muich

e Planting

¢ Driveway Seal Coating
¢ Patio & Walkway

e Custom Landscape

FREE ESTIMATES
410-430-7543

MVA LICENSED

yeScCgqg
O O,

MHIC #12398 MDA #30202

Open Mon., Fri.,~9-2 w‘ed.._Q--s-‘
JODY PALMISANO 410-629-5600

BaysideOC.com
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Interior Painting

Carpentry, Drywall
& Plaster Repair

Handyman Service

Dan Bunyea

443-880-7753
danbunyea@gmail.com

Licensed/Insured

PAINTING

PAT’S PAINTING IN THE PINES
Reliable and Affordable Painting

SPECIALIZING IN CABINET PAINTING

Delaware ~ Ocean Pines ~ Ocean City ~ Berlin

[/] Drywall Repairs

[ House/Deck Staining [v] Wallpaper Removal
[/] Custom Painting

410-641-5957

Resident of Ocean Pines

[/] Powerwashing

Licensed
& Insured

Free
Estimates

PAINTING

¢ CusTOM PAINTING

¢ DRYWALL REPAIRS

* WALLPAPER REMOVED
* DECK & HOUSE

Zimmerman
& SoniiLc

STAINING
Painting & Powerwashing  * ALWAYS PROMPT
Interior & Exterior SERVICE
Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured NOW ACCEPTING

CREDIT CARDS!
10% Discount with this ad. _

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NICK'S NOTES

PIANO TUNING

Nick French 443-783-8255
Nfrenchti@gmail.com

N (1] [;] =

SIDING

‘ ROOFING &
NG - R

ATED

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement
Specialist Since 1989

ROOFING © SIDING * DURADEK * WINDOWS e GUTTERS

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946
9240 Peerless Rd. * Bishopville, MD
mmoesle @shoresidingmd.com *+ www.shoresidingmd.com
*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

PLUMBING

We do it all from

ground work to

rough in to final

trim & fixtures.
We Install:

Faucets/Sinks ¢ Showers/Tubs/Toilets
Water Heaters » Water/Sewer Lines

) lumbing
and Gas, LLC
MD 62495  DE 13060 * Insured Winterization Packages ¢ Repairs

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

410-430-3490 ° LMSPlumbingandgas.com

YOUR BUSINESS

Your
Business
Card Here!

Call 410-723-6397

PRINTING & DESIGN

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER

i OPEN
Full Business Center Mon.-Fri.
Custom Gifts o 9am-5pm

Graphic Designs
Retail Gift Items
Wedding Print Services

|Coy:2':entral |
~

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

11065 Cathell Road * Ocean Pines
410-208-0641 - copycentral@verizon.net

Home Need Improvements?

fll:eck out . ,t;)" y
the - Direc

ce DS
S,e ‘.—\! —*~"" For a variety

of local contractors

Start the new
year clog-free!

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-844-566-3227

America’s #1 gutter protection

Surgical grade
micromesh

Engineered to
protect. Built to last

Sicks. Dirt. Leaves. Bring it on. LealFilter® stops debeis and keeps

uPVC frame

GUTTER
PROTECTION

waiter moving. Defivering roof-to-foundation protection from water damage.
Trustad by over | milian homaosnars,

Claim by: 02;

15% OFF + 10%

Artaches to existing gutters

We install year-round!

Get a FREE full gutter inspection

SETIO0OTIA,

LeafFilter- zomn and estimate: 1-844-566-3227
earrlter Senlors+Military  Promo: 285

*“Promatianal offer includés 15% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified Flor Sanioes. O haussehakd No ablg i alid for 1 yoar. Sea Rep-
resantative for full wamanty details.

AZ ROCI402T AR T 520, D FL 10 RCE-5160+4, 1A C127230, LA 550544, MD MHICHTZ25MA 213292, MI

FBIID0OMT, MN IRBISE, MT J66153, NE 5014534, NV BESG0, N.J 1VHIZIA5000, NM 408653, ND 47304,

*Terms and Conditions apply.

agency guttor cafFilter asthe

O 28294, PA PAITO643. Al GC-41354, TN 10081, UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871 VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFLHTB3PG, WV WVOSE0LL * The leading consumer reporting
3 h i i i i W Amanc

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535.

Call 855-993-
to schedule your free quote!

0969

GENERAC
—————ee
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real, sustainable results.

TidalHealth.

TidalHealth Medical Weight Loss &
Bariatric Nutrition

201 Health Services Drive

Seaford, DE 19973

Not sure where to begin?
Medical weight loss is a
great first step.

At TidalHealth, we begin with medical weight management — a safe, effective,
physician-guided program designed around you. Led by Dr. Sandra Palavecino, our
team helps you find the right tools, medications and lifestyle changes to support

And if you ever need more advanced options, you're already in the right hands.

Small steps lead to big changes. Start your journey with medical weight loss at

tidalhealth.org/findyourhealthyweight

Atlantic General Bariatric Center
10231 Old Ocean City Blvd.

Suite 207

Berlin, MD 21811

y' TidalHealth.
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