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A tractor-trailer pulling a tank of natural gas rests on its side after running off the road on Route 50 Monday morning. The highway
was closed for 12 hours as investigators and recovery crews did their jobs.

Skate park up for S300K

Governor's budget shows major funds
for Berlin, other projects in Worcester

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 29, 2026) The Berlin skate park project
could see an additional $300,000 in funding if
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore’s proposed $70.8 billion
state budget passes as presented.

The fiscal package includes about a dozen allo-
cations for Worcester County initiatives, including
$2 million to Ocean City’s beach replenishment and
hurricane protection plan, $1.28 million for a roof
replacement at Worcester Technical High School,
$700,000 for new Diakonia supportive housing,
and, for Berlin’s recreational community,

Kozma Jewelry & Coins

Your Custom Design Jeweler Since 1978

We specialize in creating custom-designed jewelry that is as unique as you are.
Create a custom piece, update your current jewelry, or simply explore our collection.

$300,000 towards a skate plaza at Heron Park.

Sen. Mary Beth Carozza (R-38) said the funding
comes by way of the Maryland Department of Nat-
ural Resources’ Community Parks and Playgrounds
Program.

A skate park has been a dream of many Berlin
residents for some time. Tony Weeg, founder of the
nonprofit We Heart Berlin, who has spearheaded
the project, said in October of last year that about
$975,000 is needed to construct a skateable facil-
ity.

To make the space even more desirable with
shade structures and lighting, a final total of about
$1.3 million is a more accurate estimate.

The skate park is to be situated at Heron Park,

See SKATE Page 8
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Crash blocks
road for hours

Bethany Hooper
Associate Editor

(Jan. 29, 2026) A portion of Route 50 west-
bound remained closed for about 12 hours Mon-
day after a tractor-trailer carrying natural gas
overturned off the highway.

On Jan. 26, just after 11 a.m., troopers from the
Maryland State Police (MSP) Berlin barrack re-
sponded to a reported single-vehicle crash on
Route 50 westbound, east of Route 113.

According to police, it appeared the rig was
traveling west when, for unknown reasons, it
went off the roadway and and overturned.

No injuries were reported at the scene and in-
vestigators say they do not believe weather was a
factor in the crash.

However, all westbound lanes remained closed
for hours as crews cleaned up the wreckage and
gas spill.

Personnel from the Maryland State Highway
Administration assisted with the road closure,
while personnel with the Maryland Department
of the Environment assisted at the scene, Mary-
land State Police reported.

“The cause of the crash is under investigation,”
according to police.

Fire station work
to begin in Feb.

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 29, 2026) Work on the Ocean Pines
South Fire Station will begin next month, with
construction to be handled by Delaware-
based The Whayland Company, per board of
directors’ approval last week.

At the Ocean Pines Association’s Board of
Directors meeting on Saturday, Jan. 24, the
governing group approved the construction
contract with The Whayland Company. The
vote was unanimous, with board member Stu-
art Lakernick absent.

See DIRECTORS Page 10
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OPA Board OKs election changes

Date, process adjustments
approved in unanimous
votes by elected officials

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 29, 2026) Election timelines
and procedures will look a little differ-
ent in Ocean Pines this year, per a re-
cent vote by the Ocean Pines
Association Board of Directors to cor-
rect problems encountered during last
summer’s election.

Each summer, Ocean Pines holds
an election for the community’s seven-
person board of directors, and those
chosen serve three-year staggered
terms. The volunteer committee over-
seeing these elections proposed
changes late last year based on oppor-
tunities for improvement observed
during the 2025 selection process.

Those remedies were brought for-
ward in a motion by Jeff Heavner,
board secretary, and approved unani-
mously, with director Stuart Laker-
nick absent, at an OPA Board of
Directors meeting on Saturday, Jan.
24.
The first change moves up the can-
didate filing deadline when the num-
ber of eligible campaigners is fewer
than two more than the vacancies
available. For instance, if two board

seats are up for grabs but only two or
three homeowners throw their hats
into the ring, the filing period is ex-
tended to accommodate soliciting ad-
ditional candidates. This would have
meant that for this summer’s election,
if the desired criteria were not met,
residents would have from June 1 to
June 19 to declare their intent to run.

However, per the recent board vote
green-lighting the change, the June 19
deadline has been moved up to June
9. This amendment tightens up the
nearly three-week timeframe, which
election personnel have said stalls the
ballot-casting process.

“This excessive time period was
found to adversely affect the proper
time of significant voting process
events that followed this excessive
time limit,” Heavner said.

Another change association mem-
bers can expect this summer is a
tighter deadline to get their votes in.

Under the new standards, residents
will have until noon on the Wednes-
day before the annual meeting, held
on a Saturday in August each year, to
cast their ballots. The cutoff has his-
torically been on the same day, but at
the end of the association’s business
hours, rather than noon.

Heavner said that this amendment
will take pressure off the elections
committee, which has to organize

overnight delivery to the voting ven-
dor. This is particularly challenging if
the company is out of state. Last year,
the association contracted with MK
Elections Services, based in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, to handle the
process.

Making sure the materials arrive at
the vendor’s doorstep is particularly
challenging in the case of hard ballots.
As it stands, association members can
vote by dropping materials in a secure
box at the neighborhood’s administra-
tion building at White Horse Park, or
making their picks electronically.

Another change requires that the
elections committee gather for its
post-voting cycle meeting no later
than five days after the annual meet-
ing. The previous standard had been
too vague, requiring the assembly to
occur “as soon as possible” after the
annual meeting.

Now, the committee must meet
within a week to discuss its findings
upon the conclusion of the election.

Ocean Pines residents should also
expect more detailed instructions on
how to prepare their ballots if they
plan to use the police station drop box.
Heavner said that the narrative was
limited last year, leading to some con-
fusion among association members.

These changes were approved
unanimously by the board last week.

$40 assessment
spike approved
for Ocean Pines

$6 million in new capital
expenditures in budget

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 29, 2025) Following several
rounds of review and opportunities
for membership comments, the
Ocean Pines Association Board of Di-
rectors approved the community’s
fiscal year 2026-2027 budget last
week, which includes a $40 assess-
ment increase and fee hikes for a few
community amenities.

During the board’s monthly meet-
ing on Saturday, Jan. 24, the direc-
tors unanimously passed the budget
for the next fiscal year, with board
member Stuart Lakernick absent.

The financial plan has allocated
over $6 million for capital spending,
including significant initiatives such
as the new fire station on the south
side of Ocean Pines and the third
phase of the major golf course irriga-
tion overhaul.

Additionally, during the next fiscal
year, which for OPA begins on May 1,
homeowners should expect a $40 in-
crease in their assessment fees.

Under the new rate, non-water-

See BUDGET Page 6
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Budget approved with assessment increase

Continued from Page 4

front lot residents will pay $915; non-
waterfront/estate will pay $1,373;
waterfront lot owners will pay
$1,580; waterfront /estate will pay
$2,370; waterfront/non-bulkhead
will pay $1,005; and waterfront/non-
bulkhead/estate will pay $1,505.

Of the bumped-up assessment
rate, $15 will offset costs associated
with Worcester County's increase in
water and wastewater bills. At the
same time, $25 will be allocated to
the creation of the Ocean Pines Vol-
unteer Fire Department’s brand-new
south station firehouse.

Community officials said at a Jan.
15 budget presentation that public
safety accounts for 42% of the annual
assessment. Expenses that contribute
to the share include personnel costs,
recruitment, retention, infrastruc-

ture, and apparatus.

The spending plan also includes
the adoption of increased amenity
fees. Swim memberships will go up
by 5%, while racquet sports dues will
rise by $5 to $10, depending on the
category.

Golfers will see a $100 increase for
individual memberships and a $150
increase for family memberships.
Boat slip rates will be bumped up 3%
for residential slots and 5% for com-
mercial slips.

Before the final budget vote, public
comments and board discussions
were held, with a few individuals rais-
ing concerns.

Resident Amy Peck argued that
the 3% increase in marina slips is too
modest, which was later reiterated by
board member Steve Jacobs. Of the
3% raise, about 1.3% accounts for the
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S RESIDENTIAL
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410.B87.31B7 » 4th Generatian

f)

www.accurate-asphalt.com
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county’s increase in water and waste-
water usage.

“I remain convinced that we are
not utilizing, although somewhat lim-
ited, revenue possibilities for the ma-
rina,” Jacobs said. “We have a wait
list for people who want to rent slips.
We also have a pricing schedule that
is below virtually every other marina
in the area. And between the two,
basic economics says that you have
greater demand than you do supply,
and that could lead to some sort of
price increase.”

Jacobs added that, with the 1.3%
increase allotted for the county water
hike, only 1.7% remains to offset in-
flationary costs.

“If you talk about annual inflation
rates, the lowest projection you're
seeing for this country is 3%,” he
noted. “It’s more likely to be a little
higher, but in some places in the 3%
to 4% range. We're not even covering
inflation.”

Jacobs said he had initially in-
tended to propose an amendment to
the budget regarding marina rates,
but opted against it after hearing
from staff why the low figure was set
for boat slips.

According to Jacobs, in last year’s
budget, marina fees rose by just
under 10%. This steep increase oc-
curred because, in previous spending
plans, increases barely kept pace with
inflation. As such, this time around,
the 3% will serve as a marker and an
incremental step toward covering ad-
ditional costs.

“The budget is worth passing,” Ja-
cobs said. “But I do think, going for-
ward, this is something we have to
keep an eye on.”

Board treasurer Monica Rakowski
said she agreed there is room for a
larger boost in the future, but assured
observers that they are maintaining a
“healthy, healthy” budget.

Board Director Elaine Brady
pushed back slightly on Jacobs’
points, arguing that the association
should not always raise prices, even if
they can.

“I think sometimes we get
wrapped up in percentages, which

doesn’t always show the true story,”
she said. “There are certain things in
each category that our general man-
ager looks at very closely with his
team, and they do what is reasonable.
Last year, there was a lot of bump-up
in certain areas, so this year was
going to be kind of modest all the way
around. When we get wrapped up in
these percentages, we lose what’s
going on in people’s pockets.”

Ultimately, the board approved
Ocean Pine’s fiscal year 2026-2027
spending plan and praised OPA Gen-
eral Manager John Viola and his
team for creating a balanced budget.

Board secretary Jeff Heavner, for
example, complimented the invest-
ment in public safety.

“Safety is key to our lifestyle and
prosperity here in Ocean Pines,” he
said. “Take a look around the state.
Take alook around the US. We are so
fortunate to live in a safe environ-
ment.”

Jacobs highlighted the efficiency
of association staff in creating and
presenting the financial plan. The
process included a review by the
budget and finance committee on
Dec. 18, followed by a budget board
review on Dec. 19, and a town hall
open to public input on Jan. 15.

“I do know that both the budget
and finance committee and the board
review used to run two, three, and at
some points four days,” Jacobs said.
“We got both of those; each one took
less than a day. That’s a compliment
to the staff. Having a document that
is easy to review.”

Board President John Latham
added that despite a few comments
that the community’s governing
group should hold off until February
to pass the budget, he maintained
that with the document completed,
reviewed, and presented, it makes the
most sense to get it approved and on
the books now.

“We started it earlier this year,” he
said. “The team is very efficient in
doing it. The budget and finance
team, the board meeting, and the
town hall. It’s done, it’s ready, and
we’re ready to approve it.”
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Bob and Kathy Hess received their Good Neighbor Award from Director Elaine Brady.

Pines couple recognized for
service as good neighbors

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 29, 2026) Several Ocean
Pines residents were recognized for
their commitment to community
service and neighborhood beautifica-
tion during the Ocean Pines Associa-
tion Board of Directors meeting last
week.

On Saturday, Jan. 24, the Good
Neighbor Awards, a program that
honors volunteers, recognized Mr.
and Mrs. Neal Hoffman, Bob and
Kathy Hess, and Pat Kroger for their
contributions to the homeowner’s as-
sociation.

Ocean Pines Garden Club member
Ann Shockley spoke about the Hoff-
mans' work during the meeting's
public comments segment. Shockley
said that the garden group nominated
the couple for their donation of plants
from their personal yard, which were
relocated to Pintail Park in October.
The donation included shrubs, roses,
and other plantings valued at more
than $700.

“If you had to go to a nursery,
that’s what it would cost at least,” she
said. “It was a great thing, and we
were really appreciative that they
thought to notify us and ask us if this
was something that we would like to
be a part of.”

Shockley added that when the
Hoffmans needed to remove plants
from their property, they reached out
to the club to see if the flora could be
repurposed within Ocean Pines. Pub-
lic Works assisted with the installa-
tion.

Bob and Kathy Hess were recog-
nized for their cleanup efforts
throughout Ocean Pines. Board
member Elaine Brady said that dur-
ing their daily five-mile walks, the
couple often carries trash bags, col-
lecting litter along both sides of

Ocean Parkway near the neighbor-
hood's South Gate.

They also aid in weekly beach
cleanup and volunteer with several
organizations, including Meals on
Wheels, according to an OPA press
release.

Brady presented the award to the
couple.

“[The nomination] says you folks
are really great with your neighbors
and carry trash bags on five-mile
walks, picking up trash along both
sides of South Ocean Parkway,”
Brady said. “We appreciate that very
much.”

Furthermore, Pat Kroger was hon-
ored for her dedication to maintain-
ing her cul-de-sac. Brady said these
efforts include weeding, sweeping,
gathering leaves, pinecones, and nee-
dles, removing mud that accumulates
near curbs after rainfall, helping part-
time residents with yard mainte-
nance, and mowing common areas
and a vacant lot within the cul-de-sac.

Brady praised the OPA citizens
who received the nominations, say-
ing, “It’s always nice seeing these
neighbors helping neighbors.”

The Good Neighbor Program was
launched in 2025 to highlight resi-
dents who demonstrate generosity
and a commitment to community
service. While the now disbanded
OPA Communications Committee
developed the project, the initiative
continues to recognize one honoree
or a group of citizens often, with
awards given at the association’s reg-
ular board meetings.

Residents are encouraged to nom-
inate their neighbors whom they wit-
ness giving back for the Good
Neighbor Award. Email nominations
can be sent to info@oceanpines.org
with a short description of how the
homeowner improves Ocean Pines.
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Skate park in line for major grant from state

Continued from Page 1

alongside a new complex by developer
Palmer Gillis, who has purchased a
9.35-acre site, known as parcel 57,
from the Town of Berlin.

Gillis said at a recent planning
commission meeting that he intends
to revamp the space with healthcare
offices, a daycare facility, and a retail
operation. Gillis’ plans have yet to re-
ceive preliminary or final approval
but are making their way through the
design phase. A new public works
building will also be located at Heron
Park.

Skate park project leaders have
pushed for the creation of the recre-
ational structure for some time.

Spohn Ranch, a skate park design
and building company based in Los
Angeles, California, was hired in 2022
to develop concept plans. Spohn
Ranch will also complete the actual
construction of the amenity when the
time comes.

The initiative is expected to see a
14,000- to 16,000-square-foot skate
park adjacent to the space planned for
Berlin’s new public works facility. The
site would include a bowl, quarter
pipes, and a pump track, which helps
skaters learn to transition without los-
ing momentum.

Spohn Ranch’s concept also incor-
porates amphitheater steps, a hipped

bank, a grind ledge, an A-frame bank,
a slappy curb, and a landscape area.

In April, representatives from We
Heart Berlin and Berlin Public Works
Director Jimmy Charles conducted a
walkthrough of the future park’s site
and noted the structure’s dimensions.

Currently, project leaders have
about $46,600 of the nearly $1 mil-
lion required in the bank. However,
some significant funds are possible.

The skate park is hoping to receive
$487,500 from the Land and Water
Conservation Fund Grant. Last year,
initiative organizers said their appli-
cation for the LWCF was submitted to
the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources, where it received a favor-
able evaluation and was elevated to
the federal level for final review.

Weeg said this week that he is still
waiting to see if their submission was
successful. If the project obtains
$487,500 from the LWCF and
$300,000 from the governor’s
budget, the skate park would have
nearly all the funding needed.

Weeg said if this is the case, Spohn
Ranch would get the Berlin skate park
on the books. The founder of We
Heart Berlin added that he hopes
local funds can make up the differ-
ence.

“With LWCF at $487,000, and
with [the $300,000], that’s $787,000,
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and I'm pretty sure we could find local
funds to get us over the hump,” he
said. “But either way, I've pretty much
heard from Spohn Ranch that if we
got to that level of funding, they would
go ahead and start putting us on the
calendar, getting us on the schedule,
and start working, even knowing that
it’ll take about a year anyway to hap-
pen, and trusting we could raise that
sort of funding in a matter of a year.”

More information about the skate
park’s grant status is forthcoming.
Town of Berlin Special Projects Ad-
ministrator Kate Daub said the town
has not received or been awarded any
funding and that applications are still
under review.

“Additional work remains to en-
sure all available funding options are
explored to keep the skate park proj-
ect moving forward,” she said.

Still, Weeg said that with the
$300,000 included in Moore’s
budget, he can “smell the concrete.”

“We're all looking forward to the
skate park and...to give Berlin kids
something they can latch onto and
say, ‘this is ours; this is something
we’re proud of and we want to show
our friends and have our friends come
and enjoy it with us,” he added.

“This is a big step, and the fact
that the governor has put this in the
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The proposed Berlin Skate Park has been a dream for many for at least four years. Above is a po-
tential rendering of the facility to be located at Heron Park.

budget is just...you know, when you
become a line item, and you can see
your name on the thing, you become
real.”

Carozza said she’s on the commit-
tee that oversees the DNR and plays a
role in supporting “strong, well-re-
searched projects” from her district
that have demonstrated community
support. However, she maintained
that the Town of Berlin and the pro-
ject’s leaders were the ones who made
the case for the skate park’s impor-
tance and worked together to secure
inclusion in Moore’s budget.

“You're only going to be successful
in securing state funding if you can
show strong community investment
and support, and that’s what you have
in this project,” she said. “When you
have a strong application, you're in
the best position to receive state fund-
ing in a tight budget year.”

Carozza added that she under-
stands the value a skate park can
bring to the Town of Berlin.

“I grew up in Ocean City, and the
Skate Bowl was a key community spot
for all of us growing up,” she said.
“Now, to see that the community in
Berlin has worked so hard for this
skate park is very encouraging, and it
will promote community and neigh-
bors coming together to enjoy.”
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A rendering of the proposed new South Fire Station in Ocean Pines is pictured.

Directors approve contractor for fire station

Continued from Page 1

Whayland will break ground on the
project in February. Officials said that
the effort will take around 60 weeks to
complete.

OPA Board of Directors President
John Latham credited the work of
Ocean Pines General Manager John
Viola and association staff in facilitat-
ing the agreement. He also gave a spe-
cial shoutout to Ocean Pines
Volunteer Fire Department members,
including President Joe Enste and
Fire Chief Joey Widgeon.

“This has been a lot of work for the
team and we’re very happy to get to
put ink on this contract,” Latham
said.

A press release issued by OPA indi-
cated that a formal groundbreaking
ceremony will be held in February,
with an exact date still to be deter-
mined.

The South Fire Station has been a
project in the works for some time. In
July of 2024, the Ocean Pines board
and the fire department signed a
memorandum of understanding
(MOU) outlining provisions for the
construction of a new firehouse on the
South Station property at 911 Ocean
Parkway to replace the outdated struc-
ture.

Since then, OPA staff and the
OPVFD team have been working on
the project. Details have continued to

Your All-in-One Solution from Grass Roots to Tree Tops

Our expertise, proven track record, and innovative
approach enable us to deliver top-tier services with...

State-of-the-art equipment
for maximum efficiency

Highly trained experts
certified arborists with
decades of experience

YEAR-ROUND

FALL - WINTER Tree Care

- Fall Cleanups SAVMIE. Landscaping
*DormantPruning  “c ooy Plant Health Care
SPRING [(TREEM - Irrigation

« Turf Applications ikl il Hardscaping

Landscape Lighting

be ironed out, and now, those pieces
have paved the way for the initiative to
finally get underway.

Per the MOU, project costs will be
split between OPA and the OPVFD.
Last summer, a referendum asking
Ocean Pines homeowners to support
the community’s contribution of up to
$3.4 million toward the brand-new
South Station passed. Altogether,
1,559 ‘yes’ votes were cast, overriding
the 389 ‘no’ ballots.

A public hearing was held by the
OPVFD in June, during which the fire
company spoke about the status of the
structure. The firehouse was built in
1981. In 1985, a 4,200-square-foot ad-
dition was built to accommodate the
new EMS side of the department, and
in 1987, a 500-square-foot addition
was constructed for administrative of-
fices.

Since those adjustments, only
minor improvements have been made
to the building, such as painting and
replacing the kitchen cabinets.

Department officials have said that
the current conditions of the South
Station have posed challenges for the
fire team’s staff and volunteers. If left
unaddressed, these issues would hin-
der the community’s fire protection
services.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

For instance, the engine bay’s exist-
ing setup includes a ladder truck, a
rescue truck, a fire engine, three medic
units, and all of the department’s PPE
(personal protective equipment) for
both volunteer and career members.

Enste explained the consequences
of such a system at last summer’s pub-
lic hearing.

“That is challenging for a number
of reasons,” he said at the time. “Num-
ber one, when we have an emergency,
we have volunteers and career staff
coming from different directions to
get into that engine bay. At the same
time, people are trying to drive these
vehicles in and out in an emergency
response mode. It provides challenges
you need to be aware of, like, is anyone
going to run across because they for-
got their keys, and things like that.”

Furthermore, the engine bay’s
doors are 12 feet wide and no longer
efficiently accommodate modern,
larger fire trucks.

The existing building also struggles
with drainage issues, leaks, mold con-
cerns, and the lack of a proper decon-
tamination area. Additionally, the
bunk rooms do not offer gender sepa-
ration and are too small for the four
overnight employees needed on-site
today.

GAWESLEY

FINANCIAL GROUE

WE CANCEL TIMESHARES

Comprehensive services
to solve every problem

0000
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20% OFF
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Many people think they're stuck with their timeshare forever— but that's often not the case, Wesley Financial
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maintenance fees—permanently.
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as well as gold & silver coins, flatware & tea sets.
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410.213.9220 ParkPlaceJewelers.com
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BERLIN LIONS CLUB

presents

Sausage & Egg Bloody
Sandwiches Marys
$6.00 $6.00

Annual

" SAUSAGE SALE! |
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———— Rt 113, Berlin

» Hot & Mild Sausage: $6/LB
e Pork Ribs: $4/LB
e Pork Loin: $4.50/LB

You Can Order Online
BerlinLionsClub.com
or Call to Order 410-641-1064

Sponsored by: Berlin Lions Club
Every purchase supports our local charity initiatives. Make a difference in our community!
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Obituary

THERESA RAE DIEFENDORF
Berlin

Theresa Rae Diefendorf, age 62,
passed away at her home on January
9, 2026. Born in New York City on
March 10, 1963, she
was the daughter of
the late Stuart and
Sheila (White) Can-
ham.

A 1981 graduate of
Elizabeth High
School in Colorado,
Theresa honorably
served her country in
the United States Army as an Admin-
istrative Specialist for six years. A
proud veteran, she was a member of
the American Legion Post #123 in
Berlin.

Following her military service,
Theresa built a successful career in fi-
nance and project management, in-
cluding a tenure with Deutsche Bank
in Baltimore. After relocating to
Maryland in 2016, she transitioned
into real estate, serving clients across
Maryland and Delaware with several
local firms, most recently Keller
Williams. Known for her tireless
work ethic and love of people, she
also enjoyed connecting with her

Theresa Diefendorf

Temple Bat Yam

A Reform Jewish Congregation

community through various part-
time roles as a waitress, bartender,
and Uber driver.

Theresa found great joy in life’s
simple pleasures: tending to her yard,
solving puzzles, reading, and dining
out. She was particularly known for
her talent in the kitchen, often baking
treats to share with those around her.
Above all, Theresa was a selfless
friend and family member who could
always be counted on to lend a help-
ing hand, offer a warm meal, or pro-
vide a listening ear.

She is survived by her brothers,
Pat (Kris) and Sean of Colorado, and
Tim (Christine) of Maryland; her
uncle, Art of Illinois; and a loving cir-
cle of nieces and nephews, including
Natalie, Emma, Ryan (Danielle), and
Riley, as well as her great-niece Tea-
gan and great-nephew Cooper.

In accordance with her wishes,
cremation has taken place, and no
formal services are currently sched-
uled. The family is planning a Cele-
bration of Life for June. Memories
and condolences may be shared with
the family through the Burbage Fu-
neral Home website. Arrangements
are being handled by The Burbage
Funeral Home in Berlin.

JOIN US FOR IN-PERSON SERVICES
FRIDAYS AT 7PM
SATURDAYS, FEBRUARY 7TH AND 218 AT 10AM

Call for More Information 410-641-4311
or email office@templebatyam-oc.org
11036 Worcester Hwy., Berlin, MD 21811
TempleBatYam-oc.org
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Worcester County schools Py D
announce teachers of year N Aoule

By Tarz} Fischer Megan T. Seyler, Stephen Decatur | ! \ 1.

(Jan. 29, 2026) Worcester County
Public Schools announced its 14
Teachers of the Year this month. The
nominees from each school in the
county will now vie for the county-
wide title.

The 2026 Teachers of the Year in
Worcester are: Malcolm E. Bratcher
Jr., Pocomoke Middle School; Maya
N. Bratten,

The honorees were announced on
Tuesday at a Worcester County Board
of Education meeting. WCPS Super-
intendent Annette Wallace said the
Worcester County Teacher of the
Year will be named at the school sys-
tem’s annual celebration on March 3.

Phillip Cropper was named
Worcester County’s 2025 Teacher of

the Year. Cropper is

Pocomoke Elemen-

tary School; Taylor ‘It's going to be a really exciting
year and a great competition

M. Case, Showell

Worcester Techni-
cal High School’s
lead culinary chef.

Elementary School; . Following his
Kiersten G. Con- and cele_bratlon of our, county win, the
way, Snow Hill outstanding educators. Worcester Tech ed-
High School. Annette Wallace ucator was one of

Erika L. Doyle,

seven instructors

Buckingham Ele-
mentary School; Emily R. Handley,
Berlin Intermediate School; Patricia
A. Hands, Worcester Technical High
School; Colleen A. Hood, Snow Hill
Elementary School; Zachary S. John-
son, Cedar Chapel Special School;
Emily M. Knopp, Stephen Decatur
Middle School; Hannah C. Morris,
Snow Hill Middle School.
Christopher T. Muni, Pocomoke
High School; Heather L. Robins,
Ocean City Elementary School; and

THE PUNCTUAL PLUMBER

statewide to be
nominated for Maryland Teacher of
the Year.

“They are all excellent candidates,”
Wallace said at the board of educa-
tion meeting this week. “It’s going to
be a really exciting year and a great
competition and celebration of our
outstanding educators. We are in-
credibly proud of each of these edu-
cators and grateful for their passion,
professionalism, and dedication they
bring to our students every day.”

|coolnNT H.USH" MD. STATE INSPEGTION | EVERY 60IL CHA
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$75 OFF
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BenjaminFranklinPlumbing.com/Delmarva
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Snapshots

MINI MALLARDS FUN

PHOTO COURTESY SUSAN TAYLOR-WALLS

During halftime of Worcester Prep’s girls varsity basketball game last Friday night, the varsity cheerleaders led a group of lower school students in a cheer demonstration for the crowd. The Mini

Mallards are pictured during the performance with the varsity mentors.

WORCESIER

COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

| PRIy
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ART RECOGNITION

Emma Yoon, a fourth grade student in Wendy Macrides’ class at Ocean City Elementary School, was
recently celebrated as the winner of the Worcester County Public Schools’ annual Holiday Card
Contest for grades 3-5. Pictured with Yoon are art teacher Bob Hulburd, Superintendent of Schools
Annette Wallace, Board of Education President Todd Ferrante and OCES Principal Julie Smith.

This Kettle Sponsoned by:

SALVATION ARMY
ADVISORY BOARD
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BELL RINGING FOR A CAUSE

Wicomico Retired School Personnel Association (WRSPA) rang the bell for the Salvation Army Red
Kettle Campaign at Boscov. Pictured are volunteers Bob Conner Jr. and WRSPA member Joyce
Roberts. WRSPA was awarded third place in the 2024 Top Civic Award for The Lower Eastern Shore
Salvation Army. Last year the group rang the bell a total of 17 hours.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

CHIEF DEPUTY ASSUMES POST

Susan R. Braniecki, Clerk of the Circuit Court, recently appointed Christa M. Griffin as Chief Deputy
Clerk for the Circuit Court for Worcester County. Griffin was sworn in on Monday, January 12, in
Snow Hill. Griffin brings a wealth of knowledge to the position with over 38 years of service to var-
ious Clerk’s Offices and the Maryland Judiciary.

- lﬂlll‘.m_..._
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MALOOF GUEST SPEAKER

Dr. Joan Maloof, Founder of Old-Growth Forest Network, recently spoke to the Worcester County
Garden Club about protecting old-growth forests so future generations can enjoy the biodiversity
and beauty of nature they provide. As well as contributing to her organization, the club will donate
a National Garden Club children’s book in her honor to Snow Hill Christian Nursery School.
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Opinion

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

Redistricting wrong
here and elsewhere

Oh, boo-hoo to Maryland’s Republican lawmakers who
are yowling about the unfairness of the Democrats’ effort to
redistrict Rep. Andy Harris (R-1st) out of a job in the next
election.

Their cries of foul and unfairness echo those bellowed by
Democrats in Texas last summer and fall when Republican
members of that state’s legislature started this mess by insti-
tuting rare mid-decade redistricting to benefit their candi-
dates in the mid-term elections.

Meanwhile, Maryland Democrats’ self-righteous asser-
tions that their actions are justified by Republican transgres-
sions elsewhere should be stockpiled until spring, when they
can be applied to the fields, assuming the ground can absorb
the excess irony.

Unfortunately, the victims here are not the political par-
ties, but voters of all stripes and affiliations whose voices in
the election process are muffled by party leaders who pick
the voters for their candidates instead of the other way
around.

Maryland, which is something of a Jedi master of Demo-
cratic gerrymandering, having gotten away with it for gener-
ations, is just one of several states pursuing an advantage
going into the mid-term elections.

In addition to Texas (GOP), this unprecedented wave of
redrawing districts includes California (Dems), Missouri
(GOP) North Carolina (GOP) and Ohio (GOP), while Florida
and Virginia are thinking about it.

Regardless of party or political philosophy, the purpose of
this exercise is to shortchange opposition voters by employ-
ing undemocratic principles. It’s wrong, and no amount of
finger-pointing at similar moves in other states by the op-
posing party will change that.

It makes no difference if it'’s Andy Harris or Sheriff Andy
Taylor from Mayberry running for Congress from this dis-
trict, redrawing its boundaries isn’t right and the Maryland’s
Democratic legislators should put an end to it.
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Annual fire parade moves to Berlin

Association’s leaders
officially vote to take
parade west in June

By Bethany Hooper
Associate Editor

(Jan. 29, 2026) The
Maryland State Firefighters
Association (MSFA) will
now begin its preparations
after an executive committee
voted last week to formally
move its convention parade
to Berlin.

After a decades-long run
in Ocean City, committee
members on Jan. 19 agreed
change was needed to bol-
ster participation in the
yearly event. To that end,
this year’s parade will be
held Saturday, June 20 in
Berlin.

“The outcome is favor-
able,” MSFA President Rob-
bie Blackiston said in an
interview on Jan. 21. “It was
voted on to move the parade
to Berlin.”

For the last several
decades, the MSFA parade
has taken place on the
Wednesday of the June con-
vention, with the procession
route running along Balti-
more Avenue in Ocean City.
In September, however,
Blackiston approached
Ocean City’s mayor and city
manager with a request to
move the event to the week-

end.

The dialogue continued
throughout the fall, with city
leaders supporting a Sunday
parade, but without the as-
sociation’s use of the Inlet
parking lot. Last month, the
MSFA informed Ocean City
of their plans to explore
Berlin as a new parade loca-
tion.

“We polled our member-
ship back in August or Sep-
tember and got feedback to
move a parade to the week-
end, so that was the biggest
thing we were going after ...
,” Blackiston said. “We un-
derstand the logistics in
Ocean City, but we as an as-
sociation chose to go an-
other route, and Berlin
allowed us the opportunity.”

In a Facebook post last
week, Ocean City Council
President Matt James
shared the council’s desire to
keep the MSFA parade in
Ocean City this summer,
stating the governing body
would be willing to meet the
association’s request for ei-
ther a Saturday or Sunday
parade and its use of the
inlet parking lot as a staging
area. In the end, however,
the MSFA decided to con-
tinue its discussions with the

Town of Berlin.
“They did come back and
counteroffer,” Blackiston

said this week, “but at that

time we had already been in
motion with Berlin.”

While the Berlin Town
Council formally approved
MSFA’s special event re-
quest last week, Blackiston
said the decision was not fi-
nalized until Monday, when
the association’s executive
committee met for a vote.
While the parade will now be
held in Berlin, the MSFA an-
nual summer convention
will continue to be held in
Ocean City.

When reached for com-
ment this week, Mayor Rick
Meehan said he understood
the association’s desire to
boost participation. But he
maintained that the city has
been willing to work with the
MSFA from the very begin-
ning and will continue to do
so in the years ahead.

“We hope they will re-
turn,” he said. “But the Town
of Ocean City will be here to
support the convention and
the MSFA in any way we
can.”

With approval from the
Berlin Town Council, Black-
iston said the association’s
parade committee would be
meeting this week to begin
planning for the June event.

This will be the first
statewide event held in the
municipality.

“It's a lot of moving
parts,” he said.

History book for Ocean Pines sought

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 29, 2026) A task
force in Ocean Pines is work-
ing to create a coffee table
book that looks back at the
homeowners' association's
history. The first stage of the
project, collecting informa-
tion and documents, has
been completed.

At the Ocean Pines Asso-
ciation’s Board of Directors
meeting on Saturday, Jan.
24, board member Elaine
Brady updated other mem-
bers and residents on the
group whose aim is to pre-
serve the community’s past.

The coffee table book pro-
poses to look back at photos

and documents that show
the evolution of Ocean
Pines. Brady said the group
has collected memorabilia,
once-forgotten association
information, and photos,
and has cataloged them all.
The documents are being
stored in a room in the OPA
Administration Building at
White Horse Park.

Brady noted that the ef-
fort was inspired by Bunk
Mann’s collection of coffee
table books that highlight
Ocean City’s history. Mann’s
work began with “Vanishing
Ocean City” in 2014. The
volume includes over 500
photos that take viewers
from the resort’s 1875 incep-

tion through modern day.

“Ghosts in the Surf” came
out in 2019, featuring mem-
ories from 1945 to the spring
of 2019. The final install-
ment, the “Ocean City
Chronicles,” was released a
few years later, featuring ar-
ticles by Mann, photos of
long-vanished restaurants
and hotels, Boardwalk at-
tractions, and more.

Now, Ocean Pines looks
to create a similar product.
The goal of the book is to
take its purchasers through
OPA’s transformation from
its early days on dirt roads to
now, when it's become the
largest year-round residen-

See COFFEE Page 17
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Viola presents Jan. general manager update

Maintenance work, ongoing
larger projects discussed
at January board meeting

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Jan. 29, 2026) The Ocean Pines
Association’s Board of Directors re-
ceived updates last week on improve-
ment projects at the neighborhood's
food and beverage facilities and a
maintenance initiative at the Com-
munity Center.

At the OPA Board of Directors
meeting on Saturday, Jan. 24, Ocean
Pines General Manager John Viola
briefed the board and residents on re-
cent maintenance work and ongoing
large-scale projects.

Viola’s report noted that DCH En-
terprise redid the kitchen floor at the
Community Center for a total cost of
$3,850. The resurfacing project pro-
vides a refreshed and more functional
workspace for staff and facility users.

Furthermore, according to the
general manager, all food and bever-
age-related projects are currently in
“green” status, indicating that their
progress remains on schedule. OPA is
working with food and beverage ven-
dor Touch of Italy on the endeavors.

Plans for an outdoor pavilion at
the Clubhouse Bar and Grille are on
track, for instance, with following
steps including soliciting construc-
tion bids and obtaining board ap-
proval.

The pavilion project will feature an
outdoor shade structure designed to
provide golfers with quicker access to
food and beverages during their
rounds. Officials have said the addi-
tion is expected to improve service ef-
ficiency and help maintain the pace of
play. Some interior improvements to
the bar area are also planned as part
of the initiative.

In October, the board approved
moving forward with engineering de-
signs for the Clubhouse pavilion from

Coffee table book work begins

Continued from Page 16
tial community in Worcester County.

Brady said the team is working
with veteran journalist Tony Russo
and Berlin-based publisher Salt
Water Media to create the work, and
that the book will likely generate rev-
enue for the association. However,
she maintained that any money gar-
nered is just a bonus.

“It’s going to be a great project,”
she said. “...The point is to let people
know, new folks and people who have
been here a long time, the history of
Ocean Pines and be able to see the
growth and what has happened with
it.”

Brady added that under the agree-
ments with Russo and Salt Water
Media, OPA will retain ownership of
the book. Russo will act as a ghost
writer. The publication will likely be
available for purchase around early
2027.

“I'm very excited,” Brady said at
last week’s board meeting. “They’ll
start on it within the next month or
so, and it’ll probably take about a year
before you're able to get copies.”

The task force’s most recent proj-
ect follows its first mission, reprint-
ing the book, “History of Ocean
Pines, Maryland” by late homeowner
Bud Rogner, who originally wrote
the document chronicling OPA facts
and details from 1968 to 1998. That
initiative was completed in early
2025.

The historic preservation group
was formed following an OPA Board
of Directors meeting in the summer
of 2024. Brady said at the time that
the idea was conceived following an
inquiry from the late Joe Reynolds,
the longtime neighborhood forum

moderator and Ocean Pines resident,
regarding signs at the Community
Center’s East Room.

According to Reynolds, the East
Room was named after Phyllis East,
an executive secretary to the general
manager and the board of directors,
who passed away in 2012.

However, Reynolds had said that
many OPA citizens are unaware of
this designation, as the room lacked
any information about the recogni-
tion. The oversight was remedied,
and a plaque now acknowledges
East’s contributions to Ocean Pines.

The team continues searching for
new ways to keep the neighborhood’s
past alive.

Vista Design for $51,000. Touch of
Italy owner Bob Ciprietti previously
noted that the proposed menu for the
outdoor space could include hot dogs,
burgers, and wraps.

The Yacht Club kitchen project is
also proceeding as scheduled. Like
the Clubhouse pavilion, next steps in-
clude bidding and board approval.

Planned improvements at the
Yacht Club include installing an out-
door kitchen structure, a pizza oven,
and a grill to enhance food service at
the pool and deck areas. In October,
the board unanimously approved
$40,800 for engineering drawings
from Vista Design.

Additionally, plans for the Ocean
Pines Beach Club in Ocean City re-
main on track.

The Beach Club renovation will in-
clude a complete remodel of the first

floor, featuring a new kitchen and
bar, as well as a new second-floor
restaurant with an ocean-view deck.
The lower level will also receive an
upgraded deck with a tiki-bar-style
structure, and an elevator will be
added to ensure compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

In October, the board approved
$75,000 for basement plans and en-
gineering designs from Atlantic Plan-
ning and Development.

Under the agreement between
Ocean Pines and Touch of Italy, OPA
is responsible for structural improve-
ments.

At the same time, Touch of Italy
will invest in interior components,
such as kitchens, bars, and equip-
ment. Next steps include soliciting
construction bids and seeking board
approval.

Retire with
confidence.

Stop wondering if your savings will last. Get a

consistent income and ongoing guidance from a
fiduciary advisor.

5

Plan

A

Invest

We'llcreate a
retirement roadmap
tailored to your
lifestyle.

Investment strategies
for your nest-egg,
focused on growth and
risk management.

Call for a free,
no-obligation consultation

personalized retirement plan designed to help provide

Whether you've saved $50,000 or $500,000, we'll
help you build a strategy to make the most of it.

(=]

oD
mm

Spend Personal Advisor

Get a paycheck in
retirement - no more
guessing what you
can afford

A fiduciary advisor
to help you make
informed financial
decisions

Ready to stop worrying about money?

(888) 295-9055

© Retirable

Advisory services offered through Retirable, a Registered Investment Adviser. The free consultation is for informational purposes only
and does not constitute investment advice. Investment outcomes are not guaranteed and may vary based on market conditions.

FERRIS

We are your local DelMarVa Hunter
Douglas dealer and motorization
experts. We bring the showroom

to you, with measuring, samples,
and a detailed written quote in the
comfort of your own home. Let us
help you find the perfect solution to
fit your style and budget! Give us a
call to schedule your FREE in home
design consultation.

HunterDouglas &&

BLINDS SHADES
& SHUTTERS, LLC
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FERRISBLINDS.COM

443-437-1700
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Puzzles

USE YOUR WORDS
BY RENA COHEN / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

Rena Cohen is a sophomore at Washington University in St. Louis, studying psychology with minors in Spanish and applied linguistics.

She grew up in Bl

Ind., around I

University, where her father was a professor. Rena sent me her first submission at

age 9, after hearing me speak on campus. She got her first crossword acceptance two years ago at age 18, This is now her seventh

puzzle for The Times and her first Sunday.

ACROSS

1 Bit of regal headwear

7 Singer Horne

11 Develops alopecia

19 Total

20 2022 World Series
champ

22 College town
nicknamed “A*”

23 Like the Gospel of
Mark, sequentially?

25 Concert lineups

26 Matriarch of six of the
12 tribes of Israel

27 Make a choice

28 Trouble

30 1982 film whose
name is
a security program

31 Text that says
“Congratulations!
You've won a
MacBook Pro,”
probably

33 Prepare for a
mechanic’s
certification exam?

40 Pulsates

42 Rock’s Plastic
Band

43 Central parts of
planets

44 Hairdresser’s supply

45 Molecule that might
be modeled with
Twizzlers and
gummies in biology
class

46 Soft shots, in tennis

48 Meditative chants

49 Plant used in pickling

50 H.S5. exam whose
highest score is 36

Online subscriptions: Today's
puzzle and more

than 4,000 past puzzles,
nytimes.com/ crosswords

($39.95 a year).

W.S.

53 Source of income for
a website

55 Half of a popular
social media app

57 Discontinued iPods
designed to fit
into watch pockets

58 Original people to
move into Cancn’s
peninsula?

63 Affectionate term for
una madre

64 Minor-league level

65 Preceder of Peacock
and White in the
game Clue

66 “Big" comic
protagonist

67 “Don’t look at me for
help” ...ora
phonetic hint to this
puzzle's theme

75 Dove's dwelling

76 Wii remote batteries

77 Sloth in 2002's “Tce
Age”

78 Sensation before a
migraine, medically

79 Gets married while
wearing protective
gear?

83 Quarrels

86 Itty-bitty

87 Japanese craft that
translates to “tray
planting”

88 “This Is Your Brain
on Drugs,” e.g., for
short

89 Romance author
Jimenez

90 One of 2,214 for Babe
Ruth

92 “Shrek!™ author
William

94 Common item at
a checkout line,
informally

96 No. 1 spot in London?

97 Honkers without
horns

99 It might come with
a shell

100 Go over again

103 List of restaurant
offerings for kids
not yet
3 years old?

107 Kerfuffle

108 Oodles

109 Someone who might
issue a travel
warning?

110 “Roger that!"”

112 Name that means
“pink” in Spanish

114 Relative of a husky

118 Wedding planner’s
aid?

122 “5 stars”

123 It might raise a
bunch
of dough
124 Stab of pain
125 Values

126 Businesses offering
mud masks

127 Pulls the chain of, so
Lo speak

DOWN

1 Word on either side of
“or no”

2 Overrun

3 Add electronically, in
a way

4 Like a really big fan

5 Go wrong

6 Bad thing not Lo get
(especially at the
office?)

7 Starbucks order

8 “Silentium
aureum” (“Silence is
golden™)

9 High degree

10 “Is it time to rethink
this relationship?”

11 Hilarious thing

12 Like George H.W.
Bush, but not George
W. Bush

13 Starters’ followers

14 Businesses whose
employees work
standing up

15 Carry in

16 “Chiseled” features

17 Destiny in lile

18 Hippocratic oath
followers, for short

21 “Stop! That hurts!”

24 Car financing figs.

29 List shortener

32 Janelle of “Hidden
Figures”

34 Breathable fabric
used in mosquito
nets

35 _child

36 What a bad student
might play

37 Menzel of Broadway

38 Guitar string material

39 Fish traditionally in
the British dish pie
and mash

41 What kitsch exhibits

46 Lama

47 Part of a bedtime
routine

49 Healthy, fiber-rich
snack

50 Where some bills
originate

51 Former transportation
secretary Elaine

52 Chinese competitor of
Amazon

54 Loses freshness

56 “In that case ..

57 Grp. that Sweden
joined
in 2024

59 Vegas

60 Sensation

61 Removes from the top
of one’s profile, as an
Instagram post

108 |

114 115 (116

122

125

62 Hearts or spades, but
not diamonds

68 ...

69 Classic Orson Welles
protagonist

70 Ameliorates

71 Via

72 Feature of
undermixed batter

73 Greek god whose
name becomes a
flower
if you move the first
letter to the end

74 Golden Globe
nominee Rooney

79 “V)" to a violinist

80 Padmé Amidala’s
home planet in “Star
Wars”

81 “If only!"”

82 Steel girder

83 Béte

84 Im

h

off

perhaps
85 Pretzel topper

90 Trees with heart-

shaped leaves

91 Creature, cutesily

18

123

es that can rip
uman creators,

93 Candies that crack
with a crunch

111

119

24
27

121

126

95 Last of the 13 original
colonies to be
founded

97 Some lawn ornaments

98 Part of E.N.T.

100 Kicked oneself for

101 Prettifies

102 500 mg 2x/day, e.g.

104 Source of a natural
sweetener

105 Last name shared
by three actors on
“Schitt’s Creek”

106 Russian denials

111 The Panthers of the
A.CC.

113 Midwest college city

114 Not around,
informally

115 Hirt and Hirschfeld

116 Dia de Reyes
Magos

117 They're often
depicted with green
skin, for short

119 Something much
needed after an all-
nighter

120 Today preceder

121 Leave speechless

RACETRACK AUTO SALES

410-352-5070

15 DODGE CARAVAN

PREVIOUSLY OWNED
VEHICLES

for SALE

TRAILER

15 NISSAN ROGUE _

JETN

‘22 TOYOTA COROLLA

SMITH’S
MARKET

BEER ¢ WINE
LOTTERY
PROPANE REFILLS

TAG & T
'~ SERVICE

No Wait » Walk-In
No Appointment Necessary
Mon-Sat 9am - 5:30pm

AUTO DETAILING GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

et s

ITLE

su|do| ku

© Puzzles by Pappocom
HARD - 49

Fill in the blank spaces
the grid so that every vertical
column, every horizontal row
and every 3 by 3 box contains
the numbers 1 through 9, with-
out repeating any. There is re-
ally only one solution to each

puzzle.

in

8

6
14

&)

w N
TN

N

Answers to last
week’s puzzles

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 ¢ 410-352-5070
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road)

8 6 412 5 1|3 9 7
2 1 9|8 7 3|6 5 4
7 5 3|9 4 6|2 8 1
4 9 6|7 1 5|8 2 3
58 7|3 9 2|14 16
1 3 2]6 8 419 7 5
3 7 8|1 6 9|5 4 2
6 4 1|5 2 8|7 3 9
9 2 5|14 3 7|1 6 8
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Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com
by 5 p.m. Monday. All community-related activities will be

published at no charge.

Thurs., Jan. 29

STORY TIME ‘BIG RED BARN’

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages
2-5 years. 410-632-3495, worcesterli-
brary.org

STORY TIME: GROUNDHOG’S DAY
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m.
Crafts, songs and stories. For ages 2-5
years. 410-208-4014,
worcesterlibrary.org

FIRESIDE CHAT

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 3 p.m. A pop-
ular and entertaining book discussion
featuring books you have read and want
to share. Come find your next great read
or future favorite. 410-641-0650,
worcesterlibrary.org

LEGO MASTERS CHALLENGE

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m.
Join in for a Lego challenge event. All
materials provided. For ages 6-11 years.
410-208-4014, worcesterlibrary.org

DRY PANTRY

Thursdays - St. Paul United Methodist
Church, 405 Flower Street, Berlin, 10
a.m.-1 p.m. For those in need of re-
sources such as paper products, laundry
products, baby items, and personal care
items. Limits apply. 410-641-0270

Fri., Jan. 30

0C MAHJONG CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own
tile set. All adults are welcome. 410-524-
1818, worcesterlibrary.org

MINDFULNESS FOR THE NEW YEAR
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 1 p.m. Begin 2026
with increased awareness, reduced
stress, improved focus and better emo-
tion regulation. Registration necessary:
410-957-0878. worcesterlibrary.org

POT ROAST DINNER FUNDRAISER
Bethany United Methodist Church,
8648 Stephen Decatur Highway, 4:30-
6:30 p.m. Pot roast, potatoes, green
beans, beverage, rolls and dessert. Cost
is $20. Dine-in or carry-out. Call ahead
to reserve a meal at
bethany21811@gmail.com or 410-641-
2186. Meals are limited.

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO
Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901

Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo
starts at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available
before bingo and at intermission. 410-

524-7994

Sat., Jan. 31

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BREAKFAST BUFFET
Whaleysville United Methodist, 11716
Sheppards Crossing Road, Whaleyville,
7-10 a.m. Pancakes, bacon, sausage,
scrapple, scrambled eggs, chipped beef,
hash brown potatoes, toast, fruit and as-
sorted beverages. Cost is $10 for adults
and $5 for children.

PAWS & READING

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10 a.m.
Young independent readers can practice
their literacy skills by reading aloud to a
friendly trained dog at the library. Stop
by to sign up. For ages 6-11 years. 410-
524-1818. worcesterlibrary.org

TOTS-TO-TEENS: BEARS

Delmarva Discovery Museum, 2 Market
St., Pocomoke City, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Make
your own snow globe. Available at 11
a.m. and 1 p.m. Cost is $5/child for
members and $10/child, non-members.
Register: https://www.delmarvadiscov-
erycenter.org/delmarvadiscoveryacad-
emy/totstoteens.

OCEAN PINES FARMERS & ARTISANS
MARKET

Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239
Ocean Parkway, 9 a.m. to noon. Shop for
everything from fresh local produce to
unique handmade artisan goods. Also
featuring family-friendly activities,
music and unique shopping experiences.
Open to the public, year round. 410-641-
7052,
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages
/farmers-artisans-market

Sun., Feb. 1

SEWING FOR A CAUSE

Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30
a.m. to noon. Learn how to sew while
making a difference. 410-641-0234

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10
a.m. Www.jw.org

Mon., Feb. 2

STORY TIME: BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For ages
0-5 years. 410-524-1818, worcesterli-

brary.org

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP

John H. “Jack” Burbage, Jr. Regional
Cancer Care Center, 9707 Healthway
Drive, Berlin, 3-4 p.m. Free and open to
caregivers who share the challenges and
rewards of caring for adults with serious
illnesses. Nicole Fry, 410-641-2626,
nicole.fry@tidalhealth.org

T.0.PS. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169
Mondays - Atlantic General Hospital,
Conference Room 1, 9733 Healthway
Drive, Berlin, 5-6:30 p.m. Take Off
Pounds Sensibly is a weekly support and
educational group promoting weight
loss and living a healthy lifestyle. Rose
Campion, 410-641-0157

MASTER GARDENERS PLANT CLINIC
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m.
Master Gardener Ginny Rosenkranz
talks about all things plants. Bring any
questions and feel free to show your
plants as well. 410-208-4014, worcester-
library.org

THE BLACK HISTORY OF CHESAPEAKE BAY
AQUACULTURE

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4:30
p.m. Imani Black shares her journey
from growing up on Maryland’s Eastern
Shore to becoming a nationally recog-
nized leader in aquaculture. Explore
Black watermen and aquaculture pio-
neers. 410-524-1818

BRIDGE

Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center,
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30
p.-m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00
p.m. All ladies who love to sing invited.
Elissa, 410-641-8050; on social media;
or delmarvachorus.org.

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS

Mondays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road,
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100

Tues., Feb. 3

BABY TIME

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Songs, rhymes and stories. Stay
after to socialize with other families. For
ages 0-2 years. 410-632-3495, worces-
terlibrary.org

0C KNITTING GROUP

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Bring whatever project you happen
to be working on. 410-524-1818, worces-
terlibrary.org

STORY TIME: VALENTINE TEA PARTY
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 10:30 a.m. Stories,
songs, crafts and treats. For ages 0-5
years. 410-957-0878,
worcesterlibrary.org

STORY TIME

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m.
Story time geared for ages 0-5 years fea-
turing seasonal themes designed to sup-
port early literacy skills with stories,
songs and finger plays. For ages 0-5
years. 410-641-0650,
worcesterlibrary.org

CROSS FARMS POP-UP FARMERS
MARKET

Tuesdays - Flower Street Field across
from Henry Park, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Ac-
cepting Maryland Department of Agri-
culture FMNP (WIC & Seniors) Checks
and Maryland WIC Fruit & Vegetable
Checks. Also offering a "Produce Bucks"
program, which doubles purchases for
eligible residents. https://www.face-
book.com/theberlinfarmersmarket.

BEACH HEROES-0C

Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round.
Trash bags, grippers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome.

JEHOVAH'’S WITNESSES MEETING
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7
p-m. www.jw.org

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY

Tuesdays - Worcester County Health
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive,
Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly
support and education group promoting
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-

289-4725

0C KNITTING CLUB

Tuesdays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m.

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE

Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and
others interested in watching or learning
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info:
TangobytheBeach.com.

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS

Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with
optional light weights.
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com

Continued on Page 20
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WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS
GROUP

Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral,
11021 Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m.
Use the weight loss program/app/plan
of your choice. Free and open to every-
one. 410-641-4882,
www.htcanglican.org/activities.

Wed., Feb. 4

PUZZLE SWAP

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1-7 p.m. Bring
your gently used puzzles and leave with
new-to-you puzzles. Don’t have a puzzle
to exchange but still want one? That’s
OK too. All puzzles must be complete in
their original box. 410-641-0650

‘SCORCHY’S CORNER: WANDERING OUR
DELMARVALOUS LAND’ VIDEO SERIES
Museum of Ocean City, 217 S. Baltimore
Ave., 2-3 p.m. Held Wednesdays, Feb. 4-
March 4. Offering audiences a nostalgic
journey across Delmarva with host
Scorchy Tawes. Preregister:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1978305
907223?aff=oddtdtcreator.

COLONIAL ART IN AMERICA
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Art

historian Dr. Jennifer Kruglinski talks to
us about art during the colonial era. 410-
208-4014, worcesterlibrary.org

SIP & PRESS FUNDRAISER ... A FLORAL
EVENING

Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St.,
5-7:05 p.m. Tickets $35. Join us for a
night of floral pressing fun for a good

cause! 410-524-9433

KIDS PAINT NIGHT

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, 5:30-6:30 p.m. All ma-
terials and instruction provided. Cost is
$22 per painter. For ages 8 years and
older. Pre-registration required: 410-
641-7052.

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m.
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Last Wednes-
day of the month meetings are offsite
and information can be found on the
website and Facebook. www.kiwaniso-
fopoc.org.

CASH BINGO

Wednesdays - Ocean City Elks Lodge
2645, 13708 Sinepuxent Ave. Door
open at 5 p.m., bingo starts at 6:30 p.m.
Food available before bingo and at in-
termission. Open to the public. 443-
605-5028

ONGOING EVENTS

BUS TRIP TO WASHINGTON

CAPITALS VS. CAROLINA HURRICANES
REMATCH GAME

Held Jan. 31 at the Capital One Arena in
Washington, DC. Cost is $130 and in-
cludes transportation, game ticket and
food package. Bus departs Ocean Pines
Community Center at 1 p.m. Game time
is 5 p.m. Tickets: OP Recreation &
Parks, 410-641-7052.

THE WINTER QUILL POETRY CONTEST
This year’s theme is frozen moments,
encouraging young writers to capture a
single memory, feeling or image in an
original poem. Entries are due by Feb. 2
and the contest is open to ages 6-11 and
12-18 years. Winners will be announced
on Feb. 9. All participants are invited to
celebrate at a Family Poetry Read-a-
lound on Feb. 21. 443-235-5597

MARYLAND FIREFIGHTER 50/50
FUNDRAISER

Drawings are held every Thursday at 8
p.m. Ticket sales open Thursdays at
8:05 p.m. and close the following Thurs-
day at 7:59 p.m. One winner takes home
50% of the total jackpot and the remain-
der supports the Ocean Pines Volunteer
Fire Department. Tickets:
https://md.5050raffle.org/give/

mdfire/50-50-raffles/mds5050/
charities/ocean-pines/checkout

FREE TAX PREP

AARP is offering free tax preparations to
the public. AARP Foundation Tax Aides
will be available at the following li-
braries: Mondays in Ocean Pines;
Wednesdays, Berlin; Fridays, Pocomoke
City; and Saturdays, Ocean City. By ap-
pointment only: 443-584-5661, aarp-
foundation.org/taxaide.

HISTORY-TO-GO

Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington
St., throughout February. Pick up a His-
tory-to-Go kit and learn about ciphers
and codes used throughout history. Sup-
plies provided to make your own cipher
disk. Pick up between December and
February. 410-632-3495

QUEEN OF HEARTS

Weekly virtual drawings on Tuesdays at
5:30 p.m. Winner receives 60 percent of
jackpot. www.opvfd.com/queen-of-
hearts. Sponsored by the Ocean Pines
Volunteer Fire Department.

2025 KIWANIS LOTTERY TICKETS ON SALE
On sale every Saturday morning at the
Ocean Pines Farmers Market from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. One $20 ticket is good for
all 365 drawings in 2025. Benefits the
youth of the community.

fmm OPEN HOUSES

Jan. 29 - Feh.5

oR Bh o o AR

DAY/TIME

Fri-Mon 11am-4pm
Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm

Saturday 11am-1pm
Saturday 11am-1pm
Saturday Noon-2pm
Saturday 1-3pm
Saturday 2-4pm
Sunday 11am-1pm
Sunday Noon-2pm

ADDRESS
Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside

Saturday 10:30am-12:30pm 204 S. Heron Drive #202G, Ocean City

BR/BA

12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC 2BR/2BA
2BR/2BA

12048 Pimlico Lane, Glen Riddle, Berlin 3BR/2.5BA
54 Cannon Drive, Ocean Pines 3BR/2BA

104 125th Street #106, Ocean City 3BR/2.5BA
6803 Atlantic Avenue #4H, Ocean City 1BR/1BA
2108 Points Reach, The Point, Ocean Pines 3BR/2BA
104 125th Street #106, Ocean City 3BR/2.5BA
100 123rd Street Unit 374C, Ocean City 1BR/1BA

STYLE PRICE
1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+ Condos, Towns & SF -
Single Family from  from $284,750
Condo $575,000
Single Family $949,900
Single Family $364,225
Condo $575,000
Condo $425,000
Condo $499,900
Condo $575,000
Condo $254,900

Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

AGENT/AGENCY
Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate
Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community
Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate
Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate

Cindy Crockett/Hileman Real Estate

Sherry Thens/Coldwell Banker Realty

Don’t forget to check out the February Coastal Association of Realtors Real Estate Guide in 0C Today Dispatch’s February 13th Issue
N for the busy Presment s, Boat Show, Valentines’ Weekend| . | A £

r,salel& 1 rent.Ilstlngs, appralsaIsTreserve"'studles, tltle & mortgage company opportunltles' LA
lg‘_ - R AR

. ‘l&&'r'élevant articles about ﬂZ@@ﬂ estate industry.

Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. = I]!

DENTAL

lnsurance

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company, Inc.

1-855-337-5228

Dental50PIlus.com/MDDC

Product/features not available in aif states, Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To find a network provider, go fo physiciansmutual com find-dentist, This specific
offer not available in C0, K5, K. NY, OR - call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state Certificate C254/B465, C2504/BA36 (I0; C25410; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy PI54/
B465 (GA: PIS4GA; OK: PISA0K; TH: PIS4TN).

&3IT0

MARYLAND | DELAWARE | DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

A
HELP FUND THE

PRESS
M n ncnancpnzsscou F“T“nE or jo“n“nllsM
mddcpress.com/foundation
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Classified

MARKETPLACE

Bayside Gazette

pA |

Call 410-723-6397 or email

classifieds@octodaydispatch.com
by Monday, 5 p.m.

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch &
Bayside Gazette each week & online at
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com

S2][vsa]

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED RENTALS COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL DONATIONS

FIRE ALARM TECHNICIAN:
FULL TIME/PART TIME
Locally Owned Co. looking
for an experienced
TECHNICIAN. Must have
good driving record and
some background in Fire
Alarm systems. Competitive
pay with benefits.
410-641-4411

NOW HIRING!

Production Crew
for our WOC kitchen facility
Up to $20/hr.

Apply online at:
www.delmarvadd.com

Classifieds
410-723-6397

Deadline is
Monday @ S5pm

FIRE EXTINGUISHER
TECHNICIAN: FULL OR
PART TIME. No wknds. No
nights. Will train. Must have
Basic Mechanical Skills.
Perfect for retirees.
Small local co. 30 yrs
serving Delmarva.
410-641-4411

RENTALS

YR OCEAN PINES
Available Immediately!
3BR, 2BA
Central HVAC
All Appliances Incl.
No Pets.
$2,300 per month
+ $2,300 sec. dep.
410-404-8851

LONG TERM WINTER

YR OCEAN PINES
Available Immediately!
South Gate Cul de Sac

Recently renovated

Unfurnished
4BR, 2BA

Screened in porch,

Central HVAC
No smoking/pets
$2,500 per mo. + util's
& sec. dep.
410-404-8851

Seeking Year-Round
Rentals!
Call Howard Martin Realty
410-352-5555.

i l
REAL ESTATE INC

Yearly & Seasonal
entals

CONSTRUCTION COMPARNTY, INC

COMPLETE EXTERIOR RENOVATION EXPERTS

Currently Hiring Manpower For:

o Experience preferred.
are a plus.

package available.

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics
Concrete Work

o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits

Please Apply Online:
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

. .F_‘ENTAL We Welcome Pets
Utililites Included 7700 Coastal Hwy
CONTACT US AT 410-524-7700
burgundyinn@gmail.com www.holidayoc.com
410-289-8581
YEARLY RENTALS
WEST OCEAN CITY
PETS WELCOME

2 Bedroom / 1 Bath
Laundry on premises.

877-289-1616
www.bbapartmentsoc.com

Commercial Space for Lease
ONLY 1 UNIT LEFT!
Approx. 1000 sq. ft.

Busy major road in
Town of Berlin.

Call 443-880-8885 for
more information.

2 Office/Retail Spaces
available in West Ocean
City. Approximately
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.
Call 443-497-4200

Industrial Space
Yard and Storage Shed.
Approx. 10x25+/-
Route 90/Bishopville.
Call 443-497-4200

SERVICES

COMMERCIAL SPACE
Rt. 611, Stephen Decatur
Business Center.
Large unit with 5 individual
office spaces within.
$2,400 per mo.
410-430-7675

Do you have an old bicycle
not being used? |t could
mean a world of difference
to a hard-working interna-
tional student. We are look-
ing to get as many bikes as
possible. Your donation will
be tax-deductible. Contact
Gary at 443-975-3065.

SERVICES WANT TO BUY

LARRY’S HANDYMAN
SERVICE No job too small,
entrance doors, interior
doors, storm doors, shower
doors, drywall repairs and
paint, laminate floors, interior
paint. Over 40 years of
carpentry experience.
Please call Larry,
410-251-9066.

BUDGET MOVERS

443-664-5797
LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING
Full Packing Service

Piano Movers - Full Service

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

| BUY ALBUMS!
410-430-5349

MISC./OTHER

Taking on water!
If your eyes would once
meet mine,
| could start bailing!
Wind and sheets
thrashing,
And I’ll stand the helm!

Run your business
card in our
SERVICE DIRECTORY
CALL 410-723-6397

for pricing!

COMMERCIAL

FOR LEASE
Commercial Space
816 sq. ft.

Village of Fenwick,
Fenwick Island, DE.
Call Melissa,
410-641-1101 or Email
Melissa@bergeycpa.com

\ Ki7,
FAme

®

INTERVIEWS

Monday-Friday
10am to 2pm
No Appointment Needed

www.octodaydispatch.com

NOW HIRING
MANUFACTURING

WORK MONDAY-FRIDAY
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Kitchen Help $17/hr
Chocolatier $17-$19/hr
Taffy Packaging $17/hr

Taffy Machine Operator $18-$20/hr
position & benefit information can be found at
https://candykitchen.com/pages/employment

Serving the Newspapers of
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
NETWORK

SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental

insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details!
1-855-337-5228
www.dental50plus.com/
MDDC #6258

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

FOR SALE
Prepare for power outages
today with a GENERAC
Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase.

Call 1-855-993-0969 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

MISC. FOR SALE
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The
Latest iPhone Every Year
On Us! 855-977-5719

MISC. FOR SALE
Get DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In
Gift Cards. Call Today!

1-855-407-6870

REAL ESTATE
We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-866-541-7929

Advertise in MDDC 410-723-6397

GET IT RENTED HERE!
410-723-6397
www.octodaydispatch.com

www.baysideoc.com i

Place An Ad 7""&

e Convenient
e Quick
* No Waiting, No Calls
e Days, Nights & Weekends




Page 22

Bayside Gazette

January 29, 2026

Service

DIRECTORY

CLEANING SERVICES

CARPET CARE

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
Grout Cleaning

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

\ ' 302-436-5652

) R YT
Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

DePalma Dental, ccc

500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3
Berlin, Maryland 21811

DENTAL

Michael DePalma, D.D.S.
Errin DePalma, D.D.S.

Phone: 410-641-3222
www.depalmadental.com

H

HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs

“WE DO IT ALL”

* Roofing Repairs « Rain Gutters * Screening « Staining
*Roof Cleaning * Gutter Guards < Painting « Caulking
« Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing ¢
¢ Deck Repairs
Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured « MHIC 17433
“A Family Tradition Since 1935”

410-893-9707

Phil Parrish Pat Parrish

HOME IMPROVEMENT
~ " Fully Insured
BAYSIDE ~

* Free Estimates
BUILDERS,,

e Locally Owned

e Cleaning Specials
CLEANING SERVICES
Complete Home Improvement Gontractor

* Roofing
e Maintenance

* NOW OFFERING *
DISPOSAL ROLLOFF SERVIGE

Quick Reliable Service 7 Days A Week

Clean Up Crews Available * 15 & 20 Yard

410.713.8599

MHIC#95214

HOME IMPROVEMENT

* 0 Payments m

* 0 Interest PARADISE Andersen
* 12 Months pt
* Free Estimates  410-430-2583 ﬂ

ROOFING - SIDING

WINDOWS - DOORS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MHIC 114960- Insured- Affordable

HOME IMPROVEMENT
EVANS BROTHERS

410-984-4938

Decks

| Screen Rooms / Wood / Composite
Windows / Siding
Bathroom / Kitchen Remodels
Flooring Hardwood / LVP
Ceramic Tiles

FREE Estimates °* Licensed And Insured

ai

MHIC #52065

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Established 1977

Home Improvement, Inc.

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and

Time to schedule and complete before Memorial Day!

nu WALSH

All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Ken Walsh 301-776-7249 ¢ (410) 641-3762
Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured ® MHIC #8465

We accept MC/Visa

_ HOME IMPROVEMENT
{r 7 PipelLine

“One stop shop
for Home
Improvement”

Contracting, ui.c

Home Improvement Services Company

Home Improvement Design & Bertch Cabinet Retail

* Flooring & Tile

* Residential & Commercial

* Servicing Maryland &
Delaware Beaches

US Veterans
Administration
Approved Contractor

* Cabinets & Countertop

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

* General Carpentry &
Painting

11312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in Today!

(410) 208-1518  (410) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net ¢ info@pipelinecontracting.net
MDHIC # 107489 « DE # 2014100304 * Insured & Licensed

MENTAL HEALTH

Island Care Mental Health "

Mary Deborah Wilson
PMHNP |\
Avoid the Delays (
Medication & Therapy j
e \ =2 MD DE Lic. 410-641-5190}__,,
o = | 4

MOVING SERVICES
BUDGET MOVERS
The Area’s #1 Moving Gompany
LOCAL . ENTIRE EAST COAST

Residential or Office or Commercial
Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move

Single Item or Certain ltems or Full Home

Call Maria: 443-664-5797
40+ Years in Business

Female Owned & Operated
www.Facebook.com/ochudgetmovers
i * CusToM PAINTING
Zimmerman

Licensed & Insured
¢ DRYWALL REPAIRS
& SonLLc

* WALLPAPER REMOVED
* DECK & HOUSE

STAINING
Painting & Powerwashing ~ * ALWAYS PROMPT
Interior & Exterior SERVICE .

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured NOW ACCEPTING
. . . CREDIT CARDS!
10% Discount with this ad. .
visa

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539 s>

MVA LICENSED

EW TITLEJANDATAGSYANDIMORE!

JODY PALMISANO 410-629-5600

PIANO TUNING

NICK'S NOTES

PIANO TUNING

Nick French 443-783-8255

Nfrenchti@gmail.com

PAT’S PAINTING IN THE PINES
Reliable and Affordable Painting

SPECIALIZING IN CABINET PAINTING

Delaware ~ Ocean Pines ~ Ocean City ~ Berlin
. [/] Powerwashing (/1 Drywall Repairs
[] House/Deck Staining [#/] Wallpaper Removal

[/] Custom Painting

410-641-5957

Resident of Ocean Pines

Licensed
& Insured

Free
Estimates

PLUMBING

We do it all from

ground work to

rough in to final

trim & fixtures.
We Install:

Faucets/Sinks ¢ Showers/Tubs/Toilets
Water Heaters ¢ Water/Sewer Lines

Plumbing %
and Gas, LLC
MD 62495  DE 13060 * Insured Winterization Packages ® Repairs

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

410-430-3490 ° LMSPlumbingandgas.com

BaysideOC.com
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DIRECTORY

PLUMBING PRINTING & DESIGN ROOFING

. NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
ﬁ & Full Business Center ,&':EF” _Q“ n RI_‘
P : g CO. Custom Gifts , g 2\ 9am-Spm ‘ ROOFING & SIDING

INCORFORATED

Graphic Designs

“Serving QOur Coastal

Communities With Pride!” Retail Gift Items Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement

* Water Heaters * Water Heater Repairs Wedding Print Services [Co py Cenfral Specialist Since 1989
(Vg

* Faucet Replacements * Toilet Replacements ROOFING e SIDING » DURADEK  WINDOWS * GUTTERS

* Garbage Disposals And More! ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946

WWW. i o - 9240 Peerless Rd. - Bishopville, MD
localplumbingeompany.net 11065 Cathell Road - Ocean Pines mmoesle @shoresidingmd.com * IWWV\F/).\éIhoresidingmd.com

Md(410)726.0513  Family Owned & Operated 410-208-0641 - copycentral@verizon.net “Licensed in 11D, DE &VA

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Inspire change. Spark dialogue.
Apply for the A-Mark Foundation
Investigative Journalism Prize.

Local investigative journalists reach into the heart of their communities, telling

’ L J
stories that matter. The MDDC Press Foundation is partnering with the A-Mark It s not just a generator.

Foundation to present the A-Mark Prize for Investigative Reporting, awarding

$15,000 in prize money! It’s a power move'.M

We invite Maryland’s reporters to let their voice be heard and apply between now -
January 31, 2026 along with the MDDC'’s other Contest submissions. Prizes will be Receive a free 5-year warranty

resented May 8, 2026 at MDDC’s 2026 Conference. . e
2 Dok e il rar RS with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535.

Find details at www.mddcpress.com/a-mark PN : Call 855-993-0969
to schedule your free quote!

MDBDGPREsS (?%.__ AW A Mark GENERAC
Q o T

Fou ndatlon *Terms and Conditions apply.

Consumer Cellular: Start the new iFilter

year clog-free!

BIG WIRELE ~

c OVE RAG E WI TH o “T Get a FREE full gutter inspection ﬂ
and estimate: 1-844-566-3227

BIG WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

Engineered to
protect. Built to last

uPYC frame

Antaches to existing gutters

Claim by: 02/28/2026 We install year-round!

1 5% o FF 4 1 o% Get a FREE full gutter inspection

4 = and estimate: 1-844-566-3227
LeafFilter- m';ulm Promo: 285

“*Prematianal ol nchsbens 15% off phus an acdditional 109 off for qualified vetarans and/or ssions. One coupon per homshakl. No ablgation satimate valid for  yeas. Ses Hep-
aga . . a thve for Al b
& 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and AZ ROGC34402T AR 366020925, GAIDG5TO5, OT HIC.O67IS20, DG 420223000087, FL GECOSE6TS, ID RCE-51604, 1A GI27230, LA 550544, MD MHIGII225MA 213202, MI
+ e ll o -, 5 & - " e o 5 DETI00E, MBIIO03I0, METIOII, TETTOORTH, MEII00CE, IETI00TE, MN IREIDS2, MT I88107, NE SOME-04, NV BEDDO, N.J IVHIIZARO00, NM 408803, ND 47304,
E-billing, Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and ORTI204, PA PAIT9643. RI GC- #1354, TH 10061, UT 107B3558-5501, VT 740000871, VA 2705160445, WA LEATFLHTE3PG, W\ WVOSE012. “The kaading consumer reporting
15 subiect to system limitations, agency conductied a 16 month cutdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LealFilber a5 the *#1 rated profssonally installed gotter guard sysbem in Amenca.
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E ryfyea'r' In the mted' St

2 200'people die E‘M.‘.’#’

Most of these deaths occ eﬁn
) that'didn’t have a wdrki ' qu Keatari
p— - ‘ Yt Mﬁ.m‘. L
e TO PROTECT YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR HOME,

| SIGN UP FOR THE ROYAL PLUS ELECTRIC
: \L.I.P SERVICE PLAN

OUR PROFESSIONAL ELECTRICAL SAFETY INSPECTION
FOR YOUR HOME INCLUDES:
* TESTING ALL YOUR SMOKE DETECTORS.

* REPLACE YOUR SMOKE DETECTOR BATTERIES.
* TEST YOUR RECEPTACLES FOR POLARITY AND PROPER GROUNDING

” Since : N

1988 AVOIDING POTENTIAL FIRES [ 4 N\
% _, « PROVIDE THERMAL IMAGE TEST TO ENSURE BREAKERS AREN'T OVER
' HEATING POTENTIALLY CAUSING A FIRE.
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERGL « TEST YOUR GFI AND REGULAR RECEPTACLES TO ENSURE SAFE OPERATION.

* COMPLETE PANEL TUNE UP ON YOUR MAIN SERVICE ELECTRICAL PANEL.
-CHECKING AND TIGHTING ALL TERMINATIONS WHILE APPLYING
OXIDANT INHIBITOR.

* PRIORITY SCHEDULING: OUR R.P.E- V.I.P PLAN CUSTOMERS ARE ALWAYS GIVEN PRIORITY SCHEDULING
WHEN EMERGENCIES ARISE.

e PREFERENTIAL PRICING: AS A R.P.E -V.I.P CUSTOMER, YOU WILL ENJOY 5% DISCOUNT FROM STANDARD
PRICING.

* PERIODIC SPECIALS: AS A LOYAL REWARD TO OUR R.P.E-V.I.P CUSTOMERS,WE ON OCCASION SEND OUT
SPECIALS PROVIDING EVEN GREATER SAVINGS AND CONVENIENCE.

e PERSONALIZED RECORDS: FOR OUR R.P.E-V.I.P CUSTOMERS,WE MAINTAIN RECORDS OF WHAT
WE FIND DURING OUR HOME SAFETY CHECK UP, WHICH HELPS YOU TO HAVE A GREATER PEACE
OF MIND AS WE DIAGNOSE AND OFFER SOLUTIONS.

e TRANSFERABLE AGREEMENT: OUR R.P.E-V.I.P PLAN AGREEMENT IS TRANSFERABLE TO NEW
OWNERS WHEN YOU ARE READY TO SELL. SIMPLY NOTIFY US OF THE NAME OF THE NEW OWNERS.

e EXTENDED LABOR WARRANTY: DOUBLE THE STATED LENGTH OF YOUR LABOR WARRANTY
ON YOUR R.P.E-V.L.P PLAN.

CALL TO BECOME A PREFERRED PRIORITY V.I.P ROYAL PLUS ELECTRIC CUSTOMER
$79 PER MONTH OR 1 TIME YEARLY FEE PAYMENT OF $595

525 OFF 11 %50 OFF 15100 OFF | T

Any ' Eny Service 1! Any Service
Service Call | Call Over 5250 | I | Call Over $1000 | I
with coupon |1 with coupon 11 withcoupon |

Not Valid with any other offer. I I Not Valid with any other offer. I I Not Valid with any other offer. I
Expires 3/31/26 Expires 3/31/26 Expires 3/31/26
---------\‘ L---------‘ L---------\‘

FREE Single USB Outlet and Installation
at an existing receptacle location with

Any Electrical Service over $200
with coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 3/31/26

Find Us On Facebook or Online at www.royalpluselectric.com
ROYAL PLUS ELECTRIC 12507 SUNSET AVENUE UNIT 14D « OCEAN CITY, MD 21842 - P 410.213.2658
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