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Berlin Town Council member Shaneka Nichols makes a point during Saturday’s discussion of Ocean City’s proposed sports complex next door to
Stephen Decatur High School between Route 50 and Flower Street just outside Berlin. At her immediate right is Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall, and next

to him is Ocean City Mayor Rick Meehan.

Sports plex pitch misses target

Neighborhood sees benefit
to Ocean City but nothing
beneficial coming their way

By Bethany Hooper
Associate Editor

(Feb. 13, 2026) It’s not the facility.
It’s the location.

That’s the message community
members delivered Saturday during
a contentious meeting on the sports
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Kozma Jewelry & Coins

complex the Town of Ocean City pro-
poses to build west of Stephen De-
catur High School, on a parcel of land
owned by the Harrison family.
While city officials told attendees
they were seeking comments and
suggestions that they could incorpo-
rate into a site plan, those along
Flower Street and in adjacent com-
munities were quick to share their
opposition to the proposed project.
“This will only benefit Ocean City

— not Berlin, not Briddletown — so
why would this community be in
favor of it?” resident Greg Purnell
said. “It’s not the facility that they
don’t want, it’s the site where you
want to build it.”

Mayor Rick Meehan began Satur-
day’s meeting by declaring Ocean
City’s desire to work with the Flower
Street community in developing a
sports complex on the 95-acre site,

See RESIDENTS Page 6
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Berlin seeks
sports plex
site change

Officials tell resort leaders
community doesn’t want it
so thanks but no thanks

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 12, 2026) Berlin officials
have formally asked their counter-
parts in Ocean City to end their push
to build a sports complex on a site
near Flower Street and Stephen De-
catur High School just east of town.

Citing the strong community op-
position expressed during a public
meeting last week, the Berlin mayor
and council on Monday sent a letter
to Ocean City leaders expressing their
dissatisfaction with the proposed site
for a sports complex.

The correspondence, addressed to
Ocean City Mayor Rick Meehan,
reads, “On behalf of the Mayor and
Council of the Town of Berlin, we
would like to thank you for hosting
the recent Sports Complex commu-
nity meeting on Saturday, February 7,
at Stephen Decatur High School.

“We appreciate the opportunity for
the Berlin community to share their
thoughts pertaining to a potential
recreation facility in Briddletown and
Flower Street Neighborhood.”

The letter continues, “Following
that meeting and after considering
resounding feedback expressed by
community members in attendance,
the Town of Berlin respectfully re-
quests that the property commonly
known as 'Home Farm,' located di-
rectly west of Stephen Decatur High
School and Stephen Decatur Middle,
be removed from consideration as the
potential site for the proposed sports
complex.

See SPORTS Page 7
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Hotel landscaping project reviewed by HDC

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 12, 2026) Improvements at
Berlin’s Atlantic Hotel were approved
after the fact by the Historic District
Commission last week following a tense
discussion about the proper approval
and permitting processes.

At a Feb. 4 meeting of the Berlin
HDC, the body accepted landscaping
and electrical work that had already
taken place on the hotel property. The
unanimous vote was preceded by criti-
cism from the town’s planning depart-
ment that the project did not make its
way through the appropriate channels
before being completed.

In January, Bryan LeCompte, owner
of Salisbury-based Yard Designs, ap-
proached hotel owners John and
Michelle Fager with an offer to spruce
up an area with high pedestrian activity
at a discounted rate.

The lodging’s modifications included
the installation of brick pavers on both
sides of the sidewalk at the front en-
trance, installation of new landscaping,
installation of a removable ground
sleeve for the hotel sign, and installation
of electrical.

The contractor said that, to secure
the lower cost, the project would need
to be completed the following week be-
cause the landscaping company’s work-
load was about to increase.
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In a rush to ensure the improve-
ments could be made, the initiative
failed to come before the HDC for ap-
proval, and permits were not secured
before groundbreaking. Historic com-
mission member and Atlantic Hotel
general manager Laura Stearns got
mixed up in the middle of what the
town’s planning department described
as a procedural error.

Michelle Fager and Stearns ap-
peared before the commission last week
to apologize for failing to follow the
proper steps.

“Recently, [LeCompte] came to us
and offered to beautify the front of the
hotel,” explained Stearns to the HDC
and town staff. “It was an opportunity
that is rare...What we had there for
years was roots that were exposed. It
was a safety hazard and a liability for
the hotel and probably for the towns-
people that tripped on them.”

She added that, in terms of shrub-
bery, two spiral boxwoods were placed
on the hotel’s front porch, and pavers
matching those around town were in-
stalled for aesthetic appeal.

Stearns maintained that a dangerous
electrical setup was also remedied and
brought back into regulatory compli-

ance.

Stearns said that once she realized
the project would need proper HDC ap-
proval, she went to Berlin Planning Di-
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Ocean City

rector Ryan Hardesty, who “was not
positive about it happening.” The hotel
manager then called John Fager, who
she said pushed for the work to pro-
ceed.

Stearns went back to Hardesty, who
said she should speak to Norman
Bunting, the HDC chairman. Bunting
maintained that he could not provide
explicit permission for the initiative.

Stearns then spoke to Berlin Mayor
Zack Tyndall. It was decided that the
HDC members could be polled via
email.

“Between all of us, we thought that
we could just ask the commissioners,”
she said. “So it was presented to all of
them in an email. They said it was beau-
tiful. Then, I thought we were a go.”

Stearns added that she knew the im-
provements required public permis-
sion, but that the situation mirrored
others in which projects could receive
retroactive approval if the adjustments
needed to be completed immediately.

However, Stearns later received a
message from Hardesty that the initia-
tive should not proceed without the
necessary steps. When Stearns reached
out to the landscaping group to let them
know to hold off, they were already too
far into the work.

“With that, I called John Fager, and
he said, ‘We have to do it,” Stearns said.
“It was too late.”

Call 443-256-4871 Today for more information or
to schedule a visit to our on-site showroom.

Stearns and Michelle Fager apolo-
gized to staff and the HDC for the er-
rors. A letter from John Fager was also
read, in which he acknowledged the
mistake. Additionally, Stearns said that
the hotel would obtain the proper per-
mits.

Still, at last week’s meeting, the
town’s planning department made it
known that they were dissatisfied with
how the situation unfolded.

“It’s not the landscaping, it’s not the
new pavers going in,” Hardesty said,
addressing Stearns. “It looks beautiful,
it really does. It’s that those items don’t
constitute an emergency for it to have
been done without approval. And if
anyone knows it more, it would be you
because you're on the board. That’s the
issue.”

“I feel like being on the board, you
set the precedent that this is the town
code,” the planning director continued.
“This is how you have to go through the
process. And then on top of that, even
if, let's say you did think you got historic
approval because of the email vote,
there’s still no permits. So, you have no
permits for the town and then you have
no electrical permits with the county.
There are a lot of issues happening.”

Hardesty also argued that because
the commission failed to vote in a public
venue, it may have violated the Mary-

See HOTEL Page 10
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Residents pan sports plex plan

Continued from Page 1
which he said was selected after eval-
uating multiple properties through-
out Worcester County. However, he
also acknowledged some of the con-
cerns with the project, particularly
how it would be funded and accessed.

Meehan promised that the sports
complex would not use taxpayer dol-
lars but would be paid for with room
tax revenues the city collects from its
visitors. Officials this week were also
joined by representatives of the
Maryland Stadium Authority, a part-
ner in the project’s development.

“This will not affect your tax rate
in Worcester County,” he said, adding
that any services that may be pro-
vided for the project by either the
county or the Town of Berlin would
be reimbursed by Ocean City.

For his part, Ocean City Business
and Tourism Development Director

Tom Perlozzo said he wanted to hear
the community’s questions and com-
ments regarding the sports complex,
which he said was about “building
our community” and giving kids and
families access to local sports facili-
ties.

Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall said he —
alongside Berlin councilmembers and
colleagues on the city’s sports complex
task force — wanted to hear directly
from the affected neighborhoods
should any project come to town.

“I think oftentimes when we get
ready to have a meeting like this, peo-
ple think that ideas are already done,
things are set in stone,” he told the
audience “I will say in working with
Mayor Meehan and the task force,
that is not the case here.”

Tyndall also referenced a 2022 ref-
erendum, in which the county’s elec-
torate voted down legislation

PAVING = SEAL COATING
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authorizing the county commission-
ers to issue a bond to construct the
sports complex at the property.

“That was not a ‘no’ to this site,
that was not a ‘no’ to a sports com-
plex,” he said. “That's why we’re hav-
ing this discussion here today.”

The public was invited to Satur-
day's meeting as a way for “residents
along Flower Street and surrounding
areas to attend, ask questions, and
share their thoughts,” a letter signed
by Meehan and Tyndall said. How-
ever, the meeting soon turned sour
after it was announced that attendees
would not be addressing the room,
but representatives stationed at in-
formational posterboards.

“These people are here to speak to
you today, and I'm asking you to do
your due diligence and give them the
same respect of them showing up
here today and allowing them to voice
their concerns about what it is you
are planning here,” Berlin Council-
woman Shaneka Nichols said.

Agreeing to change the structure of
the meeting, city officials then heard
from several community members,
most of whom opposed the proposed
location. Purnell noted that most
other facilities in Worcester County,
including the recreation center in
Snow Hill and the YMCA in
Pocomoke, were built outside of com-
munities, not in them.

“This is right in the heart of town,
in the heart of our community,” he
said. “And you are hearing from the
community that we do not want it in
our community.”

BETHANY HOOPER/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Residents last Saturday had the opportunity to share their thoughts on a proposed sports complex
just outside Berlin. Much of the audience opposed the project.

Many also talked about the way
the Flower Street, a predominantly
African American neighborhood, has
been marginalized over the years.
Among the slights the community en-
dured were a landfill placed along
their road (and eventually closed)
and the Route 113 highway that cut
off their access to downtown Berlin.
Purnell argued the proposed sports
complex was another project that did
not benefit surrounding residents.

“Let us enjoy Flower Street ...,”
Hazel Purnell, another nearby resi-
dent, told officials this week. “We do
not need that.”

Berlin resident Gina Velong also
expressed her opposition to the pro-
posed location, noting that it would
add traffic in an already congested
area. She added that placing a sports
complex in another nearby area
would still benefit Ocean City’s
tourism industry.

“These people will only be able to
stay at the hotels that are approved
by their competitive sports teams. So
with that being said, it doesn’t have to
be this location. We can stick this up
in Bishopville, you can stick it in
Showell. You just make sure Ocean
City is smart enough to win the bid
for the hotels,” she said. “That’s the
part I don’t understand, why all of a
sudden Hale Harrison’s farmland is
the only location that you can have.”

Ocean Pines resident Amy Peck ar-
gued the sports complex would not be
a facility for local families, but for
travel teams. She said that Ocean City

See OPPONENTS Page 8
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Continued from Page 1

“The Town of Berlin remains com-
mitted to collaborating with the Town
of Ocean City to explore alternative
locations that balance regional recre-
ational goals with community priori-
ties...”

Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall said the
message from the public was clear.

“What I heard was the public said
this site is a no-go; however, we're
not opposed to a sports complex per
se,” he said. “It’s just not a good fit
here.”

While some council members
noted that Ocean City could proceed
with the project without Berlin’s sup-
port, Tyndall said he hoped a formal
objection could carry weight, espe-
cially since state funding is involved.

“The large portion of this funding
relies on state funding,” he said. “...
The state doesn't like to fund things
when municipalities are at odds with
each other.”

Councilmember Shaneka Nichols,
a Flower Street resident, said the
community’s concerns were centered
on quality of life, not hostility toward
Ocean City or the project itself.

Some present at Saturday’s meet-
ing argued the complex would in-
crease traffic and place a burden on
Berlin's services, such as fire, police,
and EMS. Meanwhile, Ocean City
would benefit from increased

Bayside Gazette

Sports complex ‘not a good fit’

tourism.

Some council members suggested
sending copies of the letter to the
Maryland Stadium Authority and the
governor’s office. However, Tyndall
favored a more measured approach,
focusing first on direct communica-
tion with Ocean City leadership.

“I was hoping the letter could be
congenial,” Tyndall said. “Just to the
council and the mayor ... the commu-
nity feedback should be enough...a
letter from a neighboring municipal-
ity should be enough. If we were ad-
vancing a project like that was in
someone’s backyard, and they sent us
a letter, we would say, ‘okay, let's
alter course.”

Councilmember Steve Green ex-
pressed concern that Ocean City may
proceed regardless with purchasing
the property from the Harrison fam-
ily.

“My fear is they’re moving forward
anyway,” Green said. “But it’s on
Berlin to represent the citizens in that
area, and even the county to do so as
well. There were people there who
weren’t even from municipal Berlin
and lived in the county at large.”

Tyndall maintained that if Ocean
City chooses to continue planning a
sports complex at the Berlin location,
community leaders would seek state-
level support to halt the project.

See BERLIN Page 8
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Opponents see
0C benefits only

Continued from Page 6
could see an increase in tourism,
while Berlin could see an increase in
fire and EMS calls.

“Berlin is going to get the
headache, Ocean City is going to get
the money,” she said.

When asked about other locations
the city considered, Meehan said of-
ficials had explored two other sites —
one on Route 589 and another west
of Berlin. However, he noted that nei-
ther were zoned commercial.

“There’s price, water and sewer,
highway access, topography. There's
a lot of stuff that goes into selecting a
site,” Perlozzo added. “This was one
that ... to us, it was an opportunity for
the state of Maryland, the Town of
Berlin, the Town of Ocean City, the
Board of Education could all support
and would be second to none here in
the mid-Atlantic region. Meaning,
when you can line up those four enti-
ties, I thought something special
could be in place.”

David Wells, a teacher at Berlin In-
termediate School, said he was disap-
pointed that the youth were not
represented at the meeting. He noted
that many of his students had shared
their excitement for a sports facility
in their area.

“The kids do want this facility, and
their families do want this facility,” he
said.

Another in the audience agreed,
adding, “This is something our com-
munity needs. This gives us some-
thing to do.”

Following a two-hour meeting,
Meehan said the city’s sports complex
task force would address and con-
sider the community’s concerns. He
said the city had planned to hold two
more meetings with nearby residents.

“We're going to have to go back
and reassess where we are ...,” he
said. “We’re going to determine if in
fact there is another meeting. I hope
that there is, and I hope we can con-
tinue to answer your questions and
have further discussion.”

Berlin might ask
state for support

Continued from Page 7

“If that's the route that Ocean City
chooses to take after they receive this
formal correspondence, then we will
go to Annapolis,” he said. “We won't
take that rolling over.”

Furthermore, at mayor and coun-
cil meeting Monday night, Executive
Administrative Assistant to the
Mayor Sara Gorfinkel asked town of-
ficials if any other municipal loca-
tions would be more suitable.

Tyndall maintained that he was
not at liberty to share what, or if, any
alternative sites had been discussed.
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Hotel bypassed permits, staff says

Continued from Page 4
land Open Meetings Act.

Michelle Fager noted that Stearns
was simply following her employer's di-
rections.

“If T could just say, [Stearns] does
work for us, so it would actually be my
husband who is involved directly in this
project who would be the one to get ap-
proval, not [Stearns],” she said. “She
has to work under his direction. He told
her to go ahead with it, and she was just
complying with her employment with
us.”

Some on the commission were dis-
pleased with how the planning depart-
ment handled the incident, noting that
the HDC has historically been a laid-
back operation. Commission member
Mary Moore said that she believes
Hardesty feels the body “let [her]
down,” and would appreciate a clarifi-
cation of expectations.

“The expectations are to follow your
town code,” Hardesty responded.

Many in the audience felt that the
planning department was unfairly and
publicly admonishing the Fagers and
Stearns.

Attendee Cindi Krempel said the dis-
cussion seemed to have turned into an
open reprimand of those involved.

“It seems to me this is a public re-
buke of them that should have been
done in private,” she said, addressing

Hardesty. “It could have been explained
in another way...And just you, you want
to rebuke them in public...They should
have come to the board, which she has
already admitted...You keep on repeat-
ing that and I understand why you want
to drive it home, but the point is, every-
body knows what the procedure should
be...It feels more personal than any-
thing, to be perfectly honest...It feels
like you want to publicly humiliate, or
make an example of them.”

Hardesty said that because approval
is meant to occur transparently, the
conversation had to happen publicly.

“You need to grant the public the op-
portunity to come and talk about each
case on an agenda,” she said. “When the
work was done, an application had not
even been filled out yet...A poll vote can
happen, but you have to have it publicly
advertised that this is the topic we're
talking about.”

Berlin resident and We Heart Berlin
founder Tony Weeg spoke at the meet-
ing, noting his dissatisfaction with the
current state of the town’s planning de-
partment.

“There’s a growing sense of antago-
nism between the planning department
and many facets of this town,” he said.
“If the planning department...cannot
understand the gravity of the Atlantic
Hotel and make that work, whatever
you have to do, if that doesn't translate,
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+ Guest BR LVP flooring 2026, Living room & primary suite
engineered hardwood floors.

« Ceramic tile kitchen, dining area & BAs.

+ Custom BRs closet built ins.

+ Amenities: outdoor pool, fitness center, game room, elevator
access & lobby luggage racks.

+ Primary residence, 2nd home, or
income-producing coastal getaway. $549 000

)

MDWO2036030

©2026 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire HomesServices and the @
== Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of the HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. ===

then I don’t think you understand
Berlin...Whatever you had to do, I'm so
glad you did it, and everyone I've talked
to in town feels the same way. They all
don’t like the antagonism that’s coming
from the planning department ...Con-
tractors, residents, everybody.”

At the conclusion of the meeting, the
historic commission unanimously
granted post-installation approval for
the Atlantic Hotel project.

The issue was brought up again at
Monday night’s Berlin Mayor and
Council meeting. Tyndall addressed the
situation and acknowledged that the
town code is not always clear, which can
create confusion as shown at the Feb. 4
HDC meeting.

The mayor said that an internal
working group will be launched to en-
sure the proper processes for projects
like site plan approval and annexation
are easily understood.

This team will include Town Admin-
istrator Mary Bohlen, Tyndall, Town
Attorney David Gaskill, Planning Legal
Counsel Emily Morris, Hardesty, Plan-
ning Commission Chair Matthew
Stoehr, Bunting, Board of Zoning Ap-
peals Chair Joe Moore, and coun-
cilmembers Jay Knerr and Jack Orris.

“I don’t think there’s been any lack
of discussion when it comes to the idea
of the planning department and the
work that the planning department is

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
A new, enlarged patio in front of the Atlantic
Hotel in Berlin was recently installed by a con-
tractor looking to keep crews busy during a
slow time of year.

doing, the work that is taking place with
the planning commission and HDC,”
Tyndall said. “There is a lot of informa-
tion that becomes a little misunder-
stood through the processes. The town
code is not always super clear on how to
move forward with certain things.
When we try to lay out a plan...it can be
difficult because it may have been dif-
ferent from what folks were asked in the
past. We recognize that, but it doesn’t
change the fact that we as a municipal-
ity still have the code we need to abide
by, we still have the boxes that need to
be checked.”

The mayor added that the group will
make necessary changes to the town
code and publish easy-to-follow infor-
mation.

" Honored to Be

‘Nominated!

OC/Berlin Rotary Club would like to congratulate
our members and their business for being nominated.

CONGRATULATIONS
Bank of Ocean City - Nancy Bradford
Landmark Insurance - Colleen Nichols
Shaffer Law -
Taylor Bank - Corporate Member

Gina Shaffer

Winners will be announced at the Best of Awards Dinner
on Thursday, February 19t at the Yacht Club.

Get Your Ticket Today at www.worcestercountychamber.org
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WE PAY
TOP DOLLAR

We will buy your old gold, silver & platinum jewelry,
as well as gold & silver coins, flatware & tea sets.

We will evaluate your items & if you decide to sell,
we will write you a check on the spot.
We pay the absolute highest prices
& have an unmatched reputation
for honesty & integrity.

JEWELERS

PARK PLACE PLAZA
Rt. 50, West Ocean City, MD

410.213.9220 ParkPlaceJewelers.com
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FERRIS

BLINDS SHADES
& SHUTTERS., LLC

FERRISBLINDS.COM

443-437-1700

We are your local DelMarVa Hunter
Douglas dealer and motorization
experts. We bring the showroom

to you, with measuring, samples,
and a detailed written quote in the
comfort of your own home. Let us
help you find the perfect solution to
fit your style and budget! Give us a
call to schedule your FREE in home
design consultation.

HunterDouglas &&

43rd'Annual'Seaside ocboatshow.com

Dot S%@af

~ ADMISS ION

Adults $10 | Children $1 (under 14)
- BOAT SHOW GIVEAWAY

"____Pontoon Boat & Motor donated by

| fNorth h Bay Marma

The Boat Sho
That Works For Kids!

Residents invited
to get involved in
OP organizations

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 12, 2026) Several commu-
nity organizations in Ocean Pines are
offering residents this spring oppor-
tunities to get involved in the arts,
support veterans, and celebrate local
businesses.

The Pine Tones Chorus is inviting
OPA citizens to join the singing
group. The team is kicking off re-
hearsals for its spring concert, Pine
Tones Goes to the MOVIES, with a
first practice scheduled for Thursday,
March 5. The performance will take
place on June 5 and will feature well-
known songs from classic films, in-
cluding “Somewhere Over the
Rainbow,” “42nd Street,” “Moon
River,” and “When You Wish Upon a
Star.”

The choir is made up of musically
inclined amateurs and invites new
singers to attend the first rehearsal to
meet members, ask questions and see
if the group is a good fit. An adver-
tisement notes that while musical ex-
perience is encouraged, it is not
required to participate.

A community press release indi-
cates that there will be 14 rehearsals
in preparation for the June 5 event.
Additionally, the OP chorus group
will perform at assisted living facili-
ties and senior centers throughout
Worcester County in the weeks lead-
ing up to the spring concert.

Interested residents may send any
questions via email to pinetonescho-
rus@gmail.com.

Citizens can also get involved in
Ocean Pines outreach through the
Worcester County Veterans Memo-
rial Foundation, which is currently
accepting new members and dona-
tions, according to a community
press release.

Funds raised help support the
foundation’s Educational Outreach
Program, providing all fifth-grade
students in Worcester County with
field trips to the Veterans Memorial
in Ocean Pines to learn about the
United States military branches.

“During the visit, students rotate
through three educational stations,
where they learn about the memorial
and veterans’ stories, proper flag
folding and etiquette, and the Patri-
ots Pathway,” a press release ex-
plains.

Memberships with the veterans’
park are tiered, with categories: an-
nual ($25), life ($150), corporate an-
nual ($100), and corporate life
($300).

Checks should be made payable to
WCVMF and sent to Membership,
Worcester County Veterans Memo-
rial, P.O. Box 1576, Ocean Pines, MD
21811.

Suzie Pantone may be contacted

See PINES Page 16
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G Building coastal dreams.

Delmarva’s Premiere Design Build & Renovation Specialist for Over 32 Years

BUILDERS The Sign of Quality

Before

Before Before

410-641-4076 . Tg-builders.cpm Locally Owned and Operated ¢ Licensed and Insured
10776 Grays Corner Rd. Berlin, MD MHBR #858 - MHIC #93351 |
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W)/ Worcester Preparatory School

Proudly Presents

Friday, February 27 - 6 p.m.
Saturday, February 28 - 3 p.m.

WPS Athletic and Performing Arts Center
508 South Main Street, Berlin, MD.

For tickets and info visit us at
wwww.worcesterprep.org/arts /musical-tickets or call 410.641.3575.

Music by Lyrics By Book by
ALAN MENKEN JACK FELDMAN HARVEY FIERSTEIN

Based on the Disney Film written by

BOB TZUDIKER AND NONI WHITE

Originally produced by Broadway by
DISNEY THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONS

Presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI (mtishows.com).



Soaring costs questioned Y ' it
for Berlin Town Hall project . '
0 W[

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 12, 2026) After a lengthy and
detailed discussion on Monday night,
the Berlin Town Council awarded the
Town Hall renovation contract to
Keller Brothers and transferred
$1,045,000 in unassigned dollars to
the assigned side of the ledger to pay
for it.

The approvals came through two
motions considered at the Monday,
Feb. 9, meeting of the Berlin mayor
and council. The first authorized
transferring $1.045 million from the
town’s unassigned fund balance into
capital reserves to help finance the
project.

The second awarded the construc-
tion contract to Keller Brothers for a
total of $3,156,693. This includes a
base bid of $2.39 million, a contin-
gency of $260,000, an elevator at
$204,999, and, contingent on the fu-
ture presentation of an itemized list
to be actioned by the council,
$300,703 for furniture.

Mayor Zack Tyndall explained that
while the project was originally ex-
pected to cost about $2.5 million, un-
foreseen circumstances have driven
the price higher.

“When we originally came up with

THE PUNCTUAL PLUMBER

the amount we thought we would
need for Town Hall renovations, that
was us throwing something against
the board,” Tyndall said. “And along
the way...We did not anticipate a full
HVAC replacement; we did not ex-
pect the well failures with the geot-
hermal wunit...This bid includes
making sure we replace those things.”

Some council members raised con-
cerns about the overall cost and the
use of unassigned funds, particularly
given that other town needs, such as
stormwater management, sidewalks,
and parking, remain unfunded.

Councilmember Jack Orris ex-
pressed frustration that money could
be moved for Town Hall but not for
other projects previously deemed ur-
gent.

“I'm frustrated ... we have been
told for months that things we’ve
asked for will have to wait until Fiscal
Year 27,” he said. “Stormwater, park-
ing, streets, sidewalks. Yet we are
now able to move [funds] over for
this Town Hall renovation.”

Finance staff assured that the
transferred funds will remain in cap-
ital reserves and can be reassigned if
necessary.

Furthermore, Tyndall clarified

See TOWN Page 18
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TIRE ROTATION Mtz
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i
1 With Purchase of 0il, Lube & Filter I PI}EJR‘EIIS'M
1 for life of tires when purchased at Racetrack Auto 1 Come See the Experts!
Ilncludes 10W30 or 5w30, Up to 5 Quarts of Oil, other weights available at extra charge. Diesel il & Filter extra. 1 ome e thoperts
IL . i Exp. 2/28/26 ‘I RENTAL AUTO

——————————————— - — - CARS DETAILING

TRAILERS = TRAILER HITCHES = PARTS & REPAIRS AVAILABLE | AVALABLE

Need Automotive, Body or Marine Repair?
Visit One of Our 3 Locations:

i Pl Tt Does Irag:

RACETRACK RACETRACK RACETRACK
AUTO&TIRE MARINE & BOAT AUTO & BODY
CENTER SALES SHoOP
10436 Racetrack 10438 Racetrack 10834 Ocean
Road, Berlin Road, Berlin Gateway, Berlin

Racetrack0C.com

410-641-5262  410-641-5204  410-641-3200

HEAHHG & AIR COHDMOHIHG =
On Time...0r Ye

You Don't Pay A Dime!

TWO GREAT
COMPANIES
READY TO
SERVE

$75 OFF

Plumbing or HVAC Repairs

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any
other offers. Some restrictions may apply. Each location independently owned
and operated. ©2026 One Hour Air Conditioning Franchising SPE LLC. All rights
reserved. Licensed in the respective state or county. ©2026 Benjamin Franklin
Plumbing Franchising SPE. LLC. All rights reserved. Each location independently
owned and operated. Licensed in the respective state or county.

Benjamin Franklin Plumbing: 410-705-5749
One Hour Heating and Air: 443-397-9750

OneHourHeatandAir.com/Delmarva
BenjaminFranklinPlumbing.com/Delmarva
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Your All-in-One Solution from Grass Roots to Tree Tops

YEAR-ROUND

FALL - WINTER Tree Care

« Fall Cleanups SAVMIE. Landscaping

- Dormant Pruning “SUSSEX Plant Health Care
SPRING [(TREEM - Irrigation

B T Deasde’ - Hardscaping

Landscape Lighting

Our expertise, proven track record, and innovative
approach enable us to deliver top-tier services with...

State-of-the-art equipment
for maximum efficiency

Highly trained experts
certified arborists with
decades of experience

Comprehensive services
to solve every problem

0000

SussexTreelnc.com

302-227-1980 302-645-6262

MD Lic. #001823 STILANDSCAPE CENTER

LANDSCAPE SPECIAL | TREE SERVICE SPECIAL

$50 OFF

Trimming or Removal over $500

$150 OFF

Trimming or Removal over $1,000

SUSSEX TREE, INC.

Valid with coupon only. Cannot be combined with
any other offers or coupons. Some exclusions apply.

Try our landscape service and
let us prove we are the best option.

Book Fall-Winter and get

SUSSEX TREE, INC.

New landscape quotes only. Cannot be combined with
any other offers or coupons. Some exclusions apply.

20% OFF E

Expires 3/31/26 Expires 3/31/26

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST

We have generations of experience and are
well known for our exceptional dental care.

We want to help you keep that
bright and beautiful smile
every season!

ATLANTIC DENTAL

COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

RIODONTAL TREATMENT ¢+ FULL MOUTH
RESTORATIONS ° IMPLANT RESTORATIONS
SMILE ENHANCEMENTS

RRENT PATIENTS

FANTIE
y Naentd

410-213-7575

AtlanticDental.com

12308 OCEAN GATEWAY,
SUITE 6, OCEAN CITY,
MD 21842

R,

Berlin holds work session to
consider ADU requirements

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 12, 2026) Berlin officials
began laying the groundwork for how
the town will comply with new state
requirements for accessory dwelling
units (ADUs) by holding a joint work
session this week with the mayor and
council and the Berlin Planning Com-
mission.

The group considered parking re-
quirements, equivalent dwelling
units (EDUs), short-term rental reg-
ulations, and size restrictions.

The meeting comes as Maryland
law now requires all municipalities
and counties to adopt a local law au-
thorizing the development of ADUs
on properties with single-family de-
tached homes by Oct. 1, 2026, under
Senate Bill 891 and House Bill 1466.

The law is part of a statewide mis-
sion to expand housing options. The
idea is that accessory dwelling units,
apartment-like structures detached
from a lot’s primary home, could pro-
vide additional residency options.

One of the central questions from
Monday night’s work session was
whether ADUs in Berlin should be
approved “by right,” meaning auto-
matically if they meet zoning stan-
dards, or whether applications
should go through a conditional use
or special exception process with re-
view by the Board of Zoning Appeals.

Councilman Steve Green said
Berlin should consider additional re-
view, such as having the Board of
Zoning Appeals hear the cases, at
least to begin with in town.

“By right goes right through, basi-
cally,” he said. “Are we happy by
right, or do we want to add a hurdle
to it, where it allows case-by-case re-
view of each one?”

There was some discussion about
whether approving ADUs under spe-
cial exceptions or conditions, rather
than by right, is permitted under
state law. Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall
said that officials and staff would seek
an answer to this question, but the
Maryland Department of Planning
states it’s permissible and that ADUs
simply can’t be prohibited.

The planning commission and the
mayor and council also considered
size restrictions. Worcester County
allows ADUs between 500 and 900
square feet. However, Council mem-
ber Shaneka Nichols said that she
would like to see the maximum re-
duced for Berlin’s ordinance.

“I think using the county as a
skeleton and then building from it is
a great idea, but I think the part that’s
hard for me is Worcester County ...
can be vast and huge ...I think 9oo
square feet, that’s a decent size for a
first house,” she said. “That’s big...if
you're truly using it as an accessory
unit, what do you need 900 square
feet for? Unless it’s an income prop-

erty.”

Nichols indicated that a more ap-
propriate size for an ADU would fall
between 500 and 700 square feet.

Parking was another major con-
cern. Planning Commission Chair
Matt Stoer said Berlin’s residential
parking study is outdated and that
the town may need new data before
requiring extra parking spaces.

“We can’t force additional spots on
property unless we have a parking
study showing there’s a need for us
not to have extra people, extra vehi-
cles, and to require a spot,” he said.
“Something most of our roads prob-
ably can’t handle is more cars.”

Tyndall said they were unsure
whether spending around $20,000
on a new parking study for ADUs is
necessary, given that few people are
likely to build the detached units.

“Is it better to just require...to as-
sess a fee associated with parking if
you can’t handle it onsite?,” he said.
“Is it worth the town spending money
if the basket is going to be so small? I
don’t think so. So how do you accom-
modate the parking considerations?”

The mayor said that parking regu-
lations be something the group would
come back to at a later work session.

The group also discussed how
ADUs would impact water and sewer
capacity. Current town policy re-
quires developers to pay an equiva-
lent dwelling unit (EDU) fee —
roughly $17,000 — for new connec-
tions. Several officials said that the
fee would be too burdensome for
small ADUs.

See ACCESSORY Page 18

Pines celebrates
Valentine’s Day

Continued from Page 12
for more information at
Suziepani23@gmail.com.

Furthermore, despite the frigid
chill, Ocean Pine will celebrate Valen-
tine’s Day this week.

The Ocean Pines Farmers & Arti-
sans Market is gearing up for the
love-focused holiday on Saturday,
Feb. 14, with special treats and live
entertainment. Market vendors will
feature seasonal sweets, including
chocolates, cookies, and sweet
breads. Additionally, musician Allie
Donovan is scheduled to perform on
the Market Stage.

"We love any reason to celebrate
and have fun," said Janice Curtis, the
farmer market’s events and happen-
ings coordinator, in a press release.
"It's a great opportunity to show
some love to our hardworking mer-
chants who brave the winter chill to
bring you the best local goods."
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VISIT US AT OUR SUNSET AVENUE LOCATION FEBRUARY 13 - 16, 2026

FINANCING Ask About our Miltary Discount
AVAILABLE Z7 on Sunchaser Boat Packages!
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2026 SunChaser Sport 23 LRDH Tritoon 2026 SunChaser Geneva Sport 23 Fish Tritoon
Yamaha V-MAX 200 HP 4-Stroke Onyx Panel & Platinum Panel Yamaha V-MAX 200 HP 4-Stroke Onyx Panels & Platinum Upholstery
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Q—L— A K n Personal Service at a Year Round Full Service Marine Center
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Located One Block from the Worcester County Boat Rampin West Oceon City, MD
email: harbordl@aol.com

12731 Sunset Ave. West Ocean City, MD « harbormarineoc.com « 410.213.2296
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Tapestries * Christian Apparel
Locally Blended Oils & Soaps
Handmade Apparel & Jewelry & Much More

STOREWIDE
SALE

30% OFF

EVERYTHING

4 South Main Street, Historic Berlin
443-513-3208 .
j Mon-Fri 11-§ * Sat 10-6 * Sun 11-3 ,

Berlin’s outdated
Town Hall building
will soon undergo a
much-needed reno-
vation project.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/
BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Town Hall costs draw concerns

Continued from Page 15

that per calculations by the town’s fi-
nance department, even with the in-
creased cost to the project, Berlin will
remain in a secure financial position.

“None of this puts the town in an
uncomfortable fiscal position,” the
mayor said.

Additionally, to control costs, the
council opted not to proceed with
several alternatives, including reno-
vations to the planning annex build-
ing, facade improvements, a new
generator, and audio-visual up-
grades. Those items were grouped
under a third motion, which was
shelved for future consideration.

Tyndall said focusing on the core
building made the most sense. How-
ever, one previously alternative item, an
elevator to remain compliant with the
Americans with Disabilities Act, will be
factored into the approved work.

“It makes more sense to do [the el-
evator] when you're doing the whole

project rather than phasing that,” he
said.

Furniture costs also drew criticism
from the council, with some members
calling the roughly $300,000 esti-
mate too high. Ultimately, the council
approved the amount on the condi-
tion that no furniture purchases be
made until the itemized list is re-
viewed.

Staff and officials maintained that
functional furniture is essential to en-
sure Town of Berlin employees can
do their jobs.

“$300,000 is a big number,” Tyn-
dall said. “We don’t disagree, but we
have to make sure staff have the abil-
ity to have the equipment they need
to do their jobs...I know what it takes
for our departments to function. And
the fact is, they have been holding the
basics together with duct tape.”

Both motions passed unani-
mously, with Council Vice President
Dean Burrell absent.

Accessory dwellings discussed

Continued from Page 16

One option discussed was charg-
ing a fractional EDU or reviewing
water usage annually and adjusting
fees if necessary.

Despite differing views on details,
there was agreement on several
points: ADUs should not be used as
short-term rentals, units should be
within 100 feet of the main house,
and they should match the style of the
primary dwelling. Height should also

not exceed that of the main home.
Town staff and officials will con-
tinue drafting an ordinance for ADU
requirements. Additional work ses-
sions will be held to finalize details.
“We need answers to the by right
question, we need an answer or some
general idea of what we can discuss
next time around parking, and we
need something about EDUs,” Tyn-
dall said. “I think there’s some re-
search that needs to be done.”

202 GUMBORO RD, SELBYVILLE, DE
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HOMELIVING

by Donaway Furniture
12741 Ocean Gateway, Suite 740 | Ocean City, MD 21842 | 410.822.HOME




Page 20

Bayside Gazette

February 12, 2026

Woman’s confession ruled valid in homicide

Bishopville resident told
investigators on scene she
shot boyfriend in defense

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Feb. 12, 2026) A Bishopville
woman accused of Kkilling her
boyfriend last spring will have to
wait seven more months for her day
in court after waiving her right to a
speedy trial.

In a status hearing early Monday
in Worcester County Circuit Court in
Snow Hill, defendant Bonnie Hack-
endorn made her appearance re-
motely from the county jail. Over a
live video feed, a television on the
courtroom wall showed her seated at
an empty desk, wearing navy blue
prisoner garb over a white long-
sleeve shirt.

Maryland State Police said Hack-
endorn, 62, told investigators that
she shot and killed her live-in
boyfriend, 57-year-old  David
Shaulis, claiming self-defense.

County prosecutor Dempsey
Stewart and public defender Alexan-
dria Hall discussed setting a trial
date for August to accommodate
Hall’s expected maternity leave.
Judge Beau Oglesby agreed to
schedule a five-day trial and also
asked for a pre-trial status hearing in

July.

Her jury trial had already been
rescheduled twice, from October and
then December, pushing the limits
of a state law that ensures the ac-
cused a speedy trial.

A specific state law, known as the
Hicks Rule, says a trial must begin
within 180 days of either a defen-
dant’s first court appearance or the
date an attorney files to represent
the defendant.

A defendant or their attorney,
however, may voluntarily agree to
waive the rule, which Hackendorn
agreed to in a Nov. 13 hearing, court
documents show.

On the night of May 12, 2025,
State Police responded to a 911 call
that Shaulis had been shot dead at
the mobile home he shared with
Hackendorn on Shell Mill Road in
Bishopville, court documents show.

Hackendorn told police she shot
Shaulis with a .38 special pistol be-
fore calling 911 herself.

A statement from a funeral home
included in court documents said
the victim was delivered to the med-
ical examiner in the same condition
as when the body was taken into cus-
tody, wearing only shorts and under-
wear with a gunshot wound to the
chest.

According to his obituary, Shaulis
was a handyman and master carpen-

ter who loved motorcycles and mus-
cle cars, and that he left behind four
children and five grandchildren.

Police charged Hackendorn with
first-and second-degree murder,
first- and second-degree assault, and
a firearms charge. She’s been held at
the Worcester County Jail since the
murder.

Prosecutors stated in court docu-
ments they intend to seek a life sen-
tence without the possibility of
parole, the maximum possible sen-
tence for first-degree murder. Mary-
land has no death penalty.

In August, the defense unsuccess-
fully moved to suppress inculpatory
evidence stemming from a conversa-
tion Hackendorn had with one of the
investigators.

Prosecutors fought the motion to
suppress in court documents. They
said investigators formally inter-
viewed Hackendorn just after mid-
night on May 13 — about three hours
after the shooting — when she
waived her Miranda rights and made
several statements, including “he’s
gone.” Police later had her sign a
search warrant for her DNA.

Less than an hour later, ahead of
an appearance before the District
Court Commissioner, Hackendorn
approached one of the troopers who
interviewed her earlier and “advised
him that she had lied about some-

Bonnie Hackendorn

thing.” The details of that conversa-
tion were not included in the public
case record.

Prosecutors argued she’d already
waived her Miranda rights and
agreed to speak to police without an
attorney present. Judge Brian
Shockley denied the motion to sup-
press, saying at the Nov. 13 hearing
that Hackendorn’s statements were
admissible.

Court documents show the prose-
cution is planning for several expert
witnesses at trial, including a foren-
sic pathologist from the medical ex-
aminer’s office, a State Police
forensic scientist to testify about
DNA, and a State Police firearms ex-
aminer.

Public defender Hall confirmed to
Judge Oglesby that one of her de-
fense witnesses will be a clinical psy-
chologist with an expertise in
battered spouse syndrome.

Worcester approves Sheriff’s doorbuster buy

Commissioners question
whether $40K equipment
is really needed for dept.

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Feb. 12, 2026) The Worcester
County Sheriff’s Office will soon be
the only police force on the lower
Eastern Shore with a remote-con-
trolled pneumatic door-breaching
tool.

And while the county commis-
sioners did approve the expenditure
more than two months ago, some
commissioners on Feb. 3 still
pressed Sheriff Matt Crisafulli about
budgeting $40,000 for a device that
likely won’t be used that often.

“In your career as being the sher-
iff, how many times have you had to
knock a door down?” asked Com-
missioner Jim Bunting (District 6,
Bishopville) at Tuesday’s meeting.

According to Lt. Rob Price, who
leads the Sheriff’'s Tactical Armed
Response (STAR) team, it’s a lot.

“Often times, when we execute
these warrants, people don’t come
to the door, so were forced to
breach through,” he told the com-
missioners, noting that the depart-
ment currently has a steel ram

device at its disposal for such a task.

When Commissioner Diana Pur-
nell (District 2, Central) criticized
the sheriff for “working outside the
budget,” he reminded her how the
commissioners had already ap-
proved the money for the propri-
etary Holmatro Door Blaster
through a fiscal year 2026 budget
amendment on Dec. 2.

“I do respect your question, com-
missioner, but I respectfully dis-
agree that this is a surprise or that
we’re not being forthright or bring-
ing information to you,” he told her.

The sheriff’s office had included
the item as part of its original
spending request for the current fis-
cal year, but it was pulled ahead of
the budget being finalized.

The device also could be shared
with nearby police departments
throughout the county as needed,
Crisafulli said.

Invoices provided show the cost
of just the Door Blaster itself was
quoted as $15,247. Other accou-
trements like a pump, wireless con-
trol, and air cylinder add another
$22,050 to the bill. The vendor of-
fered a discount of 2%, or $780,
bringing the total expenditure to
$38,230.

Using compressed air to power a

door-breaching tool is faster and
safer than using a manual battering
ram and gets the job done more qui-
etly than shotguns or explosives,
Capt. Brian Cardamone told the
commissioners in a Jan. 27 internal
memo.

He also said the device’s preci-
sion means less structural damage
after the fact — helpful for getting
into public places like apartments or
hotels. Once activated, the device
applies 4.5 tons of hydraulic force,
per the manufacturer, typically
breaching a doorway in under a sec-
ond.

The commissioners voted to ap-
prove the purchase unanimously,
with varying levels of enthusiasm.

Commissioner Eric Fiori (District
3, West Ocean City) supported the
purchase, saying, “if this brings one
of your deputies back home for
$38,000, I think it’s a bargain.”

Commissioner Joe Mitrecic (Dis-
trict 7, Ocean City) was less effusive.

“Do I think this $38,000 could be
spent someplace else? Absolutely,”
he said. “But we approved this.”

Bullets purchased

Also at last Tuesday’s meeting,
the commissioners approved a
$76,632  over-expenditure for
195,400 additional rounds of rifle

and pistol ammunition. This would
supplement the 227,000 rounds al-
ready purchased for the fiscal year,
Crisafulli told OC Today-Dispatch.

The sheriff was asking the com-
missioner for more ammo funding
because his department has already
used up 94% of its ammo budget of
$84,500 for the fiscal year, he
added, and wants to stockpile ap-
proximately a year’s worth of extra
bullets.

The sheriff’s office isn’t obligated
to buy ammunition through the
state’s approved vendor, but piggy-
backing on the state contract does
allow for competitive pricing and
volume discounts, he said.

It’s typical for the sheriff’s office
to sometimes order ammunition up
to a year in advance due to long lag
times in delivery of seven to 12
months. This latest purchase should
arrive in time for the 2027 fiscal
year, which starts July 1.

Outside of training situations,
Worcester’s deputies haven’t dis-
charged a service weapon in the
field in years. Crisafulli says the
stockpile of ammunition purchased
is used almost exclusively for
mandatory training, marksman
drills, and range time for his 96
deputies and the STAR team.
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Obituary

JOANNE BREEDLOVE
Berlin

Joanne Isabel Miller Breedlove,
(age 96) of Berlin and formerly of
Takoma Park, died Monday, Feb. 2,
__ 2026.

Born in Chicago,
1., Aug. 4, 1929, she
was the daughter of
Josephine H. Miller
and Elmer Frederick
Miller. She grew up in
Zionsville, Ind., where
she graduated high
school in 1947 and
then attended Indiana University,
Bloomington, Ind, graduating in 1951.

She married William H. Breedlove
in 1952 and was married for 57 years.
She was employed at the University
of Maryland, College Park in the Res-
ident Life Department. Upon retire-
ment, they moved to South Point,
Berlin. Recently, she was a resident of
Gull Creek Senior Living, Berlin,
which she enjoyed very much.

She was an active member of Our
Lady of Sorrows Parish in Takoma
Park and St, Mary’s/Holy Savior
Catholic parish in Ocean City, where
she loved to volunteer in the food
pantry and as a Eucharistic minister.
She once received the Volunteer of
the Year award from the Diocese of
Wilmington. She served at the Di-

Joanne Breedlove

akonia Thrift Shop, Joseph House,
and Blind Industries and services in
Salisbury. She was a member of the
Republican Woman of Worcester
County, Worcester County Garden
Club and the Ladies Ancient Order of
Hibernians.

Joanne is survived by her children,
Cathy Link (Conrad), Sue Lowe
(Bob), Bill Breedlove (Yvonne), Mary
Miller (Michael) and Trish Masterson
(Mike), son in law Dave Leatherman,
Dan Breedlove (Kylie), and Barbara
Aughenbaugh (David); 20 grandchil-
dren and 18 great grandchildren. She
is proceeded in death by her parents,
her husband, Bill, her daughter
Denise Leatherman, grandson Rob
Lowe, and great granddaughter
Alexandra Cohen.

A Mass of Christian Burial will
take place on Saturday, Feb. 14, 2026,
at 11 a.m. at Holy Savior Roman
Catholic Church in Ocean City. A bur-
ial will take place at a later date at the
convenience of the family.

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts
may be sent to: Holy Savior RC
Church, 1705 Philadelphia Ave.
Ocean City, Md. or Diakonia, 12747
Old Bridge Road, Ocean City, Md.
Letters of condolence can be sent to
the family via www.burbagefuneral-
home.com. Arrangements are in the
care of The Burbage Funeral Home.
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Visit the ReStore and pick a
Valentine Coupon at checkout to
see your savings (up to 20% OFF)

on your ENTIRE purchase’

Offer valid in store only. One coupon per visit.
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Through February 14th
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Ocean Pines, MD
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OPEN b'b
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#1 SPORTS BAR IN OC

‘ WATCH,

WAGER & DINE.
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DAILY SPECIALS

4PM-7PM
4PM-CLOSE

MONDAY Happy Hour Drink Specials

1/2 Price Wings & Apps
TUESDAY 4PM-7PM
4PM-CLOSE
7PM

Happy Hour Drink Specials
1/2 Price Soups & Salads
Trivia

WEDNESDAY Happy Hour Drink Specials 4PM-7PM
1/2 Price Wings & Steamed Shrimp 4PM-CLOSE
THURSDAY 4PM-7PM
4PM-CLOSE

Happy Hour Drink Specials

1/2 Price Sandwiches & Burgers
FRIDAY 4PM-7PM
4PM-CLOSE

Happy Hour Drink Specials
1/2 Price Entrées
SATURDAY

Happy Hour Drink Specials ALL DAY

SUNDAY $2 Drafts + 1/2 Price Wings & Apps ALL DAY

OCEAN DOWNS

CASINO

10218 Racetrack Road, Berlin, MD 21811

Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER.

Specials cannot be combined with am thcr
only at The Playbook Sports Bar. =
Please play responsi

ounts, including tier rewards. Happy Hour specials available
bly. Must be 21 years of age or older to enter the casino.
mdgamblinghelp.org or call 1-800-GAMBLER.
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Opinion

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to
editor@baysidegazette.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

Ocean City stumbles
in Berlin presentation

No one can blame the residents of Flower Street, the
Berlin mayor and Town Council, or even some individuals
connected to the two Stephen Decatur schools on Seahawk
Road for opposing Ocean City’s plan to build a sports com-
plex on the eastern edge of town.

Because the proposed site abuts school property and
Flower Street, the currently vacant tract will unquestionably
affect surrounding properties once it is developed with mul-
tiple athletic fields and indoor facilities. Yet Ocean City offi-
cials never made a meaningful effort to bring Flower Street
residents and Berlin officials into the conversation early on.

Assumptions were made. But as Ocean City officials saw
during their presentation at Stephen Decatur High School on
Saturday, the penalty is steep for assuming their grand idea
would be perceived as grand by everyone else.

That is especially true for residents of the Flower Street
area, where generations of Black families have endured
slights, marginalization, and worse. That includes the 1950
opening of the Worcester County landfill that operated as an
open-burning dump until 1983. It wasn’t fully closed until
1990.

Given that history, it is no surprise that Black families and
other residents on the east side of Berlin are sensitive and
suspicious when they aren’t consulted in the beginning when
proposals arise that will affect their community. They expect
to be engaged, not bypassed — and certainly not dictated to.
Berlin officials, in turn, had little choice but to stand with
their constituents.

Ocean City now faces unexpected heavy lifting if it hopes
to secure the state funding needed to build the facility. It is
entirely possible that the Town of Berlin could block the proj-
ect.

If so, supporters of the sports complex have a serious task
ahead: persuading Berlin Town Hall and the residents of east
Berlin neighborhoods that this development truly serves
their interests.
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Letters

Invitation to join
party for primary
Editor,

Hey, Independent, Liber-
tarian and Unaffiliated vot-
ers. It’s unfair that you have
no voice in our gubernatorial
election on Tuesday June 23,
2026. You are locked out --
22% of Marylanders, one mil-
lion people, have no affilia-
tion with either the
Republican or Democrat
party. As the polarization of
both parties grows, so does
the number of unaffiliated
voters. You have no voice.

With our Worcester County
local elections approaching,
we implore you to become
more active. Our gubernatorial
ballot will vote for a Governor
candidate, a state Senator, dis-
trict Delegates, Commission-

ers, many county and
municipal officers.
The Worcester County Re-

publican Central Committee
wants to extend an open invi-
tation for you to consider
joining our party and switch
your voter registration to Re-
publican. Maryland has a
closed primary election but
by joining the Republican
Party, you will be able to vote
in this primary, voting for the
causes and candidates that
you support, and that mean
the most to you.

While Republicans and
unaffiliated voters do not
agree on everything, we agree
on most issues:

Smaller, more efficient
government, lower taxes and

less interference in our
churches, schools and fami-
lies.

Until our election laws
change, by shutting out your
largely unrepresented base,
we invite you to join us Re-
publicans on June 23, 2026.
Vote!

Susan Ostrowski

(The writer is the chair of

the Worcester County Re-

publican Central Commit-
tee.)

Accountability and

transparency needed
Editor,

Any incident that ends
with a civilian shot by a fed-
eral officer demands clear, in-
dependent scrutiny — not
rushed conclusions. When
Congressman Andy Harris
weighs in on the Minneapolis
encounter, it reflects how
quickly national immigration
debates can shape the story
before all the facts are known.

But relying primarily on
statements from federal
agencies or political leaders
who already have firm posi-
tions on immigration en-
forcement does little to build
public trust. Investigations
that lack visible independ-
ence can leave communities
feeling that law enforcement
is reviewing itself rather than
being held fully accountable.
Transparency is not anti-law
enforcement — it is how con-
fidence in law enforcement is
maintained.

This tragedy also should

not be used to broadly con-
demn protest or label com-
munity dissent as a threat.
Peaceful protest and even dis-
ruptive civil disobedience are
long-standing parts of Amer-
ican civic life and are consti-
tutionally protected. Blurring
the line between protest and
violence risks justifying ex-
cessive force and discourag-
ing lawful public expression.

Claims that expanded co-
operation with immigration
enforcement would have pre-
vented this outcome are spec-
ulative and shift focus away
from the central issue:
whether proper use-of-force
standards were followed and
whether deadly force was
truly a last resort.

Here on Maryland’s East-
ern Shore, we value both pub-
lic safety and individual rights.
Many of Congressman Har-
ris’s own constituents believe
law enforcement should be
supported — and also held to
clear, consistent standards
when lives are at stake. Those
principles are not in conflict.
In fact, accountability, trans-
parency, and respect for con-
stitutional rights are what
make public safety efforts
stronger and more legitimate.

After a loss of life, the pri-
ority should be facts, inde-
pendent review, and a
commitment to both safety
and civil liberties — not using
tragedy to discourage dissent
or to score political points in
a national debate.

Joan Roache
Berlin

Officials stumped on parking future

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Feb. 12, 2026) Members
of Berlin’s parking committee
told the Town Council this
week that they have been un-
able to agree on how to pay for
repairs to municipal and
quasi-public parking lots.

Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall
told the council and audience
members at Monday night’s
regular meeting that the park-
ing subcommittee, which in-
cludes himself,

Councilmember Steve Green,
and Councilmember Jay
Knerr, has explored several
options to get more then $1
million needed to repair park-
ing lots in the downtown busi-
ness district.

Suggestions have included
paid parking, paid parking
only during events, increased
business license fees in ex-
change for no paid parking,
an arts and entertainment fee
on all sales and voluntary do-
nation campaigns.

However, none of the ideas
have received enough support
from committee members as
well as business merchants to
move forward.

“From what I recall from
our last meeting, we could not
reach consensus on a paid
event parking plan,” Tyndall
said. “We could not reach a
clear consensus on ... increas-
ing business license fees to
cover a portion of what paid
parking would generate in in-

See LOT Page 23



February 12, 2026

Bayside Gazette

Page 23

Pending bills opposed by Worcester leaders

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Feb. 6, 2026) Officials in Worces-
ter County are pushing back against a
slate of bills pending in the General As-
sembly they say would chip away at
counties’ authority over zoning, land
use, and workforce policy.

The County Commissioners on
Tuesday unanimously agreed to op-
pose four bills in the House of Dele-
gates while expressing support for two
Senate bills. County staff ultimately
will submit written testimony to be
considered at each bill hearing.

Legislative Analyst Charlene Sharpe
walked the commissioners through
each proposal. She warned three of the
bills would strip commissioners of leg-
islative authority while another could
impose new costs without additional
state funding.

House Bill 99 would allow towns to
take control of newly annexed land
sooner and limit how long counties can
block or dictate development on that

land.

Specifically, it would remove the
commissioners’ existing right to review
and approve zoning classifications that
would result in higher density within
five years after annexation.

HB 99 is sponsored by Delegates
Matthew Schindler (D-2B, Washing-
ton) and Kris Fair (D-3, Frederick.)

House Bill 203 says employers can’t
contractually bind workers to reim-
burse them for training after leaving
the job. The bill specifically would
make it illegal for employers to require
such “training repayment agreements”
as a condition of employment.

For Worcester, this could affect po-
sitions like correctional officers,
deputy sheriffs, roads workers, and 911
dispatchers, according to Sharpe. HB
203 is sponsored by Del. Joe Vogel (D-
17, Montgomery).

House Bill 239, known as the
“Starter and Silver Homes Act of
2026,” targets municipal control over
zoning.

Lot repairs unfunded in Berlin

Continued from Page 22
come.”

Green said the town faces over $1
million in infrastructure needs for mu-
nicipally owned and town used lots.
The much-needed work includes not
just resurfacing but also underlying
structural issues.

“We keep throwing ideas out ... and
we keep running into opposition,” Green
said. “...We have all tried very hard. We
are back to no solution at this point.”

Tyndall said one proposal was to
launch a campaign to encourage resi-
dents and visitors to pay for parking
voluntarily. Signs could be placed in
parking lots, and posts could be made
on social media to encourage donations
to the repair effort.

However, subcommittee members
and town staff weren’t optimistic that
the venture would generate enough
revenue.

Berlin’s Economic and Community
Development Director Ivy Wells said
the Berlin Fire Company often solicits
donations at town events but raises
only a few hundred dollars.

“I think people would be more in-
clined to donate to the fire company
than just, ‘Hey, keep parking free, but
you pay so everyone else doesn't have
to,” she said. “I think it’s potentially a
waste of our time with the amount of
money that is needed.”

Grant options are also being ex-
plored to address the project.

Knerr suggested breaking the work
into smaller phases, starting with indi-
vidual projects. The Commerce Street
lot alone is estimated at $178,000.
However, town staff noted that these
figures are outdated and require revi-
sion.

Tyndall maintained that even with a

phased approach, the municipality
needs to be cautious in how the parking
lot work gets funded.

“We all know how residents are
going to feel if we are now spending a
sizable amount of money for parking
downtown from the general fund with-
out a way to really show contributions
to cover those expenditures,” he said.

Councilmember Jack Orris ques-
tioned why even event-only paid park-
ing failed to gain traction. Green said
there was “robust opposition” and con-
cern that it would lead to broader paid
parking policies.

“We are failing to gain any sense of
consensus,” Tyndall concluded, “even
with a slim majority.”

Talk to the Pros - Shop show only

It says cities and counties can’t use
zoning to block the construction of
smaller, more basic homes — more af-
fordable “starter” houses that might
appeal to new home buyers or retirees.

Specifically, the bill would prohibit
the county from enforcing lot size min-
imums over 5,000 square feet for sin-
gle-family homes on public water and
sewer. It also would force the county to
allow townhouses in areas where sin-
gle-family homes can be built.

HB 239 was filed by the House Eco-
nomic Matters Committee at the re-
quest of the state’s Department of
Housing and Community Develop-
ment. The agency has been pushing for
more ways to generate affordable
housing in the state.

House Bill 257 would require new
housing or subdivision developments
to conduct flood-related watershed
studies, which would then have to be
submitted for approval to the Mary-
land Department of the Environment
(MDE) on the developer’s dime.

HB 257 was filed by the House En-
vironment and Transportation Com-

mittee at the request of MDE.

“That’s basically an unfunded man-
date,” Sharpe told the commissioners,
“because once the watershed is desig-
nated, the counties will have to do
these studies every five years.”

Sharpe also named several bills the
county plans to support.

Senate Bill 300 would establish a
“Rural Readiness Program” to provide
assistance to small towns and nonprof-
its that lack the capacity to compete for
funding.

The bill would establish a grant pro-
gram to benefit rural communities
where funding could go toward com-
munity assessments and feasibility
studies. Sharpe said the bill is being
pushed by the Rural Maryland Coun-
cil, an independent nonpartisan state
agency.

SB 300 has bipartisan support from
eight sponsors in the Senate, including
Lower Shore Sen. Mary Beth Carozza
(R-38, Worcester).

House Bill 460 concerns solar
farms on rural lands. It would reduce

See BILLS Page 25
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Puzzles

COMICAL MUTATION
BY LANCE ENFINGER AND JOHN KUGELMAN / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

Lance Enfinger is a pharmacist from Mint Hill, N.C,, near Charlotte, John Kugelman, of Gainesville, Va., is a software
engineer specializing in cybersecurity. Lance started constructing crosswords a few years ago in part to teach his
children “the important lesson of taking on new challenges and growing through failure." Az this is his third crossword
published in The Times, Lance doesn’t seem to be teaching failure very well! — W.S.

ACROSS

1 Meter in a video
game showing a
character’s health

§ Relative of a gazelle

14 Office square

20 Food additive named
one of Time’s 50
worst inventions

21 Keep cruising, say

22 On which Apple Pay
can be used

23 Canio in “Pagliacci,”
e.g.?

25 Noxious atmosphere

26 Prefix with business

27 “My house, my rules”

28 QB Drew whom Tom
Brady ultimately
replaced

29 Get tuckered out

32 Indian wedding wear

34 School subj.

35 Grab the chips and
dip?

37 News hound?

40 Atomic bond,
essentially?

45 Many visitors to
national parks

46 Nearsighted person

47 Messing up on the big
screen

51 Italy’s third-largest
island (after Sicily
and Sardinia)

Online subscriptions: Today's
puzzle and more

than 4,000 past puzzles,
nytimes.com/ crosswords

($39.95 a year).

52 Subterranean
adventurer

54 “Aaron Burr, "
(“Hamilton” show
tune)

57 Great number

58 Cute, cutesily

61 Dropbox and Roblox

62 Hailed vehicle

64 Show interruptions

65 Some electrolysis
targets?

71 Partner of vigor

72 Letter symbolizing
the ratio of a circle’s
circumference to its
radius

73 “Downton Abbey"
countess

74 Warm winter coats

76 Like some early
education, for short

78 W.C. sign

80 City where LeBron
James was born

81 Blemish

82 Bit of a character?

84 Conspiring (with)

86 Spice Girl alongside
Baby, Ginger, Scary
and Posh

88 “Muainsail hoisted,
check! Hatches
battened, check!”?

94 Shark’s singing
rival in “West Side
Story™?

97 Corral

98 Yankee great Gehrig

99 Something a judge
shouldn’t have

100 Very rude email,
informally

105 Never mind?

108 Neglectful

111 Bank (on)

112 Two-____ schooner

113 Frozen treat for
Bruins fans?

117 Lacking scruples

118 Storm, say

119 Noted early riser

120 With a level head

121 Thickets

122 Embarrassing items
to have revealed on
an airport X-ray

DOWN

1 Person from the
neighborhood

2 Volunteer's offer

3 Boogeymen

4 Maker of Bikini So
Teeny nail polish

5 Breakthrough K-pop
group

6 Horror director Aster

7 Most suggestive

8 Like the Eid al-Fitr
festival

9 Department store
eponym

10 Pale lager, informally

11 gobi (Indian
potato dish)

12 Feeling down

13 Taylor (fashion
retailer)

14 Home of the
Preakness Stakes

15 Early TV role for Ron
Howard

16 Atlantic fish

17 Like Frisbees and
some salads

18 Not stereo

19 Hard-boiled Chinese
snack

24 Sapporo competitor

28 Bowler’s edge

30 Blemish

31 Fixes, as a driveway

32 Cake not to be eaten

33 French for “after”

36 Barry Bonds and
Shohei Ohtani,
notably, for short

37 Hammer wielder

38 Furthermore

39 Caustic solutions

40 Mother of Helios, in
myth

41 Metaphor for a
runaway success

42 Gen Z put-down of an
elder

43 Bit of wisdom

44 Orbit

48 Arcane lechnigue

49 Iron-rich variety of
fertile soil

50 Exclamations in
nurseries

52 Lead-in to “tech”

33 Primatologist’s
interest

55 Give the cold
shoulder, with “out™

56 Grating voice

59 Common diner order

119

n7 118
120 121 122
60 Rodgers and 77 New Zealander 92 Audibly shocked 107 Close up tight
Hammerstein

musical setting

63 Photog's undergrad
degree

66 Stick on a table

67 Like Volvo and Nokia,
by origin

68 Gold, in Guadalajara

69 London granny

70 Standard batile wear

71 No. 2's

75 Vodka in blue bottles

79 One studied in the art 93 Landlords, more

of invisibility formally
80 Touch 94 Pack carriers
83 Govt. campaign 95 Crack open?
watchdog
96 Is fueled by

85 Scottish refusals
86 Loretta of “M*A*
87 Small keg size
89 With zeal

90 Director Kazan

91 Neighbors of
premolars

SHY 101 Fill in a mill
102 Right-hand page
103 Strike zone?
104 Mike or Michael in
movies
106 Raison d’

108 Invitation letters

109 Uber predictions, in
brief

110 Style

113 Zippo competitor

114 Co-producer of the

documentary “The
Beatles: Get Back”

115 “The Bells” poet

116 Fenway leam,
familiarly

RACETRACK AUTO SALES

410-352-5070

PREVIOUSLY OWNED

VEHICLES for SALE

TRAILER

“TRAILER

SMITH’S
MARKET
BEER « WINE

LOTTERY
PROPANE REFILLS

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 ¢ 410-352-5070
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road)

AUTO DETAILING GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

TAG & TITLE
' SERVICE

No Wait e Walk-In

No Appointment N
Mon-Sat 9am - 5

et s

ecessary
:30pm
—

su|do| ku

© Puzzles by

HARD -

Fill in the blank spaces
the grid so that every vertical
column, every horizontal row

and every 3 by 3

the numbers 1 through 9, with-
out repeating any. There is re-
ally only one solution to each

puzzle.
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47
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6 8
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6 8
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County’s veterans
memorial group
seeking members

(Feb. 12, 2026) The Worcester
County Veterans Memorial Founda-
tion is inviting individuals and busi-
nesses to become members and help
preserve a place of honor for those who
have served our country.

Memberships and donations di-
rectly support the foundation’s Educa-
tional Outreach Program, which
provides every fifth-grade class in
Worcester County the opportunity to
participate in a field trip to the Veter-
ans Memorial in Ocean Pines. During
the visit, students rotate through three
educational stations, where they learn
about the memorial and veterans’ sto-
ries, proper flag folding and etiquette,
and the Patriots Pathway.

In addition to the Educational Out-
reach Program, memberships and do-
nations also help fund the ongoing
maintenance, programs, and future
enhancements of the memorial.

Membership levels include Annual,
$25; Life, $150; Corporate Annual,
$100; and Corporate Life, $300.

Checks should be made payable to
WCVMF and sent to Membership,
Worcester County Veterans Memorial,
P.O. Box 1576, Ocean Pines, Md. 21811.

For more information, contact
Suzie Pantone at
Suziepani23@gmail.com.

To learn more about the Worcester
County Veterans Memorial, visit
WWW.WOCOVets.org.

Bills reviewed by
county officials

Continued from Page 23

from 5% to 2% the amount of priority
preservation area acreage that can be
used for solar. It also would require
MDE to study the environmental im-
pact of the disposal of solar farms.

HB 460 has 30 Republican spon-
sors in the House, including Lower
Shore Del. Wayne Hartman (R-38B,
Worcester). No Democrats are sup-
porting the bill.

Commissioners President Ted Elder
expressed some hope that HB 460
might be helpful to Worcester County
by shrinking the size of farmland that
might be turned into solar farms.

However, Commissioner Chip
Bertino (District 5, Ocean Pines)
chimed in to say that the measure is
unlikely to make it to a floor vote in the
House.

Based on feedback he’s hearing
from his colleagues in the Maryland
Association of Counties, where he’s a
board member, “there’s not a chance
it’s going to pass,” Bertino said Tues-
day.

Lawmakers have a hard deadline of
March 9 to file bills. The 2026 Legisla-
tive Session ends April 13.

Showell Vol. Fire Department

ANNUAL OYSTER ROAST

FEBRUARY 21, 2026
6:00pm - 10:00pm
$50 Ticket Includes
All-You-Can-Eat Raw Bar
Steamed + Fried Oysters

Roast Beef, Fried Chicken & More

All Paired with Bottomless Soda & Beer
Music & Dancing

Annual Spring Sportsman’s Bash

The Best Formerly Gun Bash on the Shore!
MARCH 7, 2026
11:00am - 6:00pm
$50 Ticket Includes

Your Chance to Win 26 Guns,
2 Crossbows, 1 UTV and 6 Cash Prizes

All You Can Eat Roast Beef, Fried Chicken,
Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Bottomless Soda & Beer
TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Showell Vol. Fire Department
11620 Worcester Hwy.
Showell, MD 21862

410-352-5916

Must be 21 or Older to attend. ID required at door.

WORCESTER COUNTY

LIBRARY

[© @WorcesterLibraryMD

OWorcester County Maryland Library

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Consumer Cellular:

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE, WITHOUT
BIG WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and
E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and
is subject to system limitations.

13 FEB| MOTOWN ICE CREAM

2:00PM-

4:00PM | Enjoy ice cream sundaes
while listening to hits from
Motown legends. Ocean
Pines Branch.

i? FEB UND ERGROU

1:00pMm- | RAILROAD

2:00PM Join us in person or online
for a presentation
examining the term and its
role in supporting the
antislavery movement.
Ocean City Branch.
*Registration Required

18 FEB AFRICAN AMERICAN

2:00pm- ART

3:00PM | From the 19" century to
the 1980s explore the
highlights of Black artists.
Ocean Pines Branch.

19 FEB MD 250: TOILE
4:30pM- REIMAGINED CRAFT

5:30PM | Join us Worcester County
Tourism and learn how to
blend modern art with
historic patterns and
textures. 107 W Green St,
Snow Hill, MD.

23 FEB THE HENRY HOTEL

4:00PM- | Join us for a presentation

5:00PM | on the history, progress,
and future of the Henry
Hotel. Ocean City Branch.

25 FEB| COFFEE & CRAFTS
10:30aM- We bring the matertals
11:30AM | you bring the creatlwty'
Ocean City Branch.

25 FEB PUZZLE SWAP

1:00PM- Swap one of your puzzles

7:00PNM for a new one. Don’t have
a puzzle? You can still grab
one. Berlin Branch. Check
our website for other
dates & locations!

28 FEB| MD 250: COLONIAL
200prv- CRAFTS
3:00PM | Learn about and make
sachets. Pocomoke
Branch.
*Registration Required

26 FEB FIRESIDE CHAT
3:00PM- A popular book discussion
4:00PM  featuring books you have
read and want to share.
Berlin Branch.

Scan to register or view all
programs

WorcesterLibrary.LibCal.com
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DAY/TIME ADDRESS BR/BA STYLE PRICE AGENT/AGENCY
Fri-Mon 11am-4pm Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside = 1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+ Condos, Towns & SF - Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate
Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm 12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC 2BR/2BA Single Family from  from $284,750 Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community
Friday 11am-1pm 6305 Atlantic Avenue #301, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA Condo $1,495,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Friday 1:30-3:30pm 12971 Inlet Isle Lane, Ocean City 5BR/5BA Single Family $2,699,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Saturday 10am-Noon 201 S. Heron Drive Unit #2D, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $429,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Saturday 10am-Noon 201 S. Heron Drive Unit #26B 2BR/2.5BA Condo $595,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Saturday 10am-Noon 201 S. Heron Drive Unit #8A 2BR/2.5BA Condo $499,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Saturday 10am-Noon 7 Starboard Ct, Ocean Pines 3BR/2BA Single Family $379,900 Lisa Jackson/Engel & Volkers Real Estate
Saturday 10am-12:30pm 18 41st Street Unit 103, Ocean City 4BR/2BA Condo $669,000 Debbie Bennington/BHHS PenFed Realty
Saturday 10:30am-12:30pm 2819 Plover Drive Unit 4305, Ocean City 1BR/1.5BA Townhome $405,000 Taylor Fowlkes/BHHS PenFed Realty
Saturday 11am-1pm 100 White Horse Drive, Ocean Pines 3BR/2BA Single Family $399,999 Debbie Hileman/Hileman Real Estate
Saturday 11am-2pm 2 80th St. Unit 212, Ocean City 3BR/2BA Condo $499,900 Tim Meadowcroft/Long & Foster Real Estate
Saturday 11am-1pm 401 14th Unit 1 Street, Ocean City 2BR/2.5BA Townhome $865,000 Kristie Fogle/Keller Williams Realty
Saturday 11am-1pm 12048 Pimlico Ln, Berlin 3BR/2.5BA Single Family $949,900 Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate
Saturday 11am-1pm 32 Liberty Street Ocean Pines 4BR/2.5BA Single Family $474,900 Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate
Saturday 11am-1pm 12302 Jamaica Ave #302 Ocean City 3BR/2.5BA Condo $359,900 Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate
Sunday 11am-1pm 11964 W War Dancer Ln #107, Berlin 4BR/4BA Townhome $484,900 Rob & Marie Bouse/RE/MAX Advantage Realty
Saturday Noon-2pm 11500 Coastal Hwy #1614, Sea Watch, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $579,900 Lauren Bunting/Keller Williams Realty
Saturday Noon-2pm 26 W Mallard Dr, Ocean City 8BR/8.5BA Single Family $2,299,000 Shawn Kotwica/Coldwell Banker Realty
Saturday Noon-2:30pm 110 120th St Unit 203B, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $415,000 Shawn Kotwica/Coldwell Banker Realty
Saturday Noon-3pm 8906 Rusty Anchor Rd Unit 8, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $380,000 Tim Meadowcroft/Long & Foster Real Estate
Saturday 12:30-2:30pm 205 125th Street #208B2 2BR/2BA Condo $499,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Saturday 12:30-2:30pm 6305 Atlantic Avenue #301, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA Condo $1,495,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Saturday 1-3pm 231 N. Heron Drive, Ocean City 4BR/2.5BA Single Family $2,200,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Saturday 1-3pm 18 41st Street Unit 103, Ocean City 4BR/2BA Condo $669,000 Taylor Fowlkes/BHHS PenFed Realty
Saturday 1-3pm 13100 Coastal Hwy #1607 PH2, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $549,000 Debbie Bennington/BHHS PenFed Realty
Saturday 12:30-2:30pm 745 Mooring Road #202, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $399,990 Katie Landon/Coldwell Banker Realty
Saturday 2-4pm 124 Camelot Circle, Ocean Pines 4BR/2BA Single Family $414,900 Debbie Hileman/Hileman Real Estate
Saturday 3-5pm 12971 Inlet Isle Lane, Ocean City 5BR/5BA Single Family $2,699,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Sunday 11am-1pm 14 Liberty Street, Ocean Pines 3BR/2BA Single Family $549,000 Debbie Bennington/BHHS PenFed Realty
Sunday 11am-1pm 8 Edgewood Drive, Ocean Pines 5BR/2.5BA Single Family $549,000 Katie Hammond/Keller Williams Realty
Sunday 11am-1pm 74 Birdnest Drive, Ocean Pines 6BR/4BA Single Family $539,900 Taylor Fowlkes/BHHS PenFed Realty
Sunday 11am-1pm 231 N. Heron Drive, Ocean City 4BR/2.5BA Single Family $2,200,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Sunday 11am-1pm 12971 Inlet Isle Lane, Ocean City 5BR/5BA Single Family $2,699,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Sunday 11am-1pm 203 125th St #387W, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $489,900 Danielle Hamilton/RE/MAX Results
Sunday 11am-1pm 101 123rd St #374C, Ocean City 1BR/1BA Condo $254,900 Sherry Thens/Coldwell Banker Realty
Sunday 11:30am-1:30pm 26 W Mallard Dr, Ocean City 8BR/8.5BA Single Family $2,299,000 Shawn Kotwica/Coldwell Banker Realty
Sunday Noon-2 pm 204 S. Heron Drive Unit #202G, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $575,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Sunday Noon-2pm 11500 Coastal Hwy #1614, Sea Watch, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $579,900 Lauren Bunting/Keller Williams Realty
Sunday Noon-2:30pm 110 120th St Unit 203B, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $415,000 Shawn Kotwica/Coldwell Banker Realty
Sunday Noon-3pm 104 56th St Unit 206, Ocean City 1BR/1BA Condo $319,900 William Allen/Long & Foster Real Estate
Sunday 1-4pm 11 Hatteras Street, The Parke, Ocean Pines 2BR/2BA Townhome $327,500 Greg Erdie/BHHS PenFed Realty
Sunday 1:30-3:30 pm 6305 Atlantic Avenue #301, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA Condo $1,495,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Monday 11am-1pm 12971 Inlet Isle Lane, Ocean City 5BR/5BA Single Family $2,699,900 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Monday 1:30-3:30pm 6305 Atlantic Avenue #301, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA Condo $1,495,000 Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. 1§I ﬂ!

Retire with confidence.

Stop wondering if your savings will last. Get a personalized retirement plan designed to
help provide consistent income and ongoing guidance from a fiduciary advisor.

Whether you've saved $50,000 or $500,000, we’ll help you build a strategy to make
the most of it.

Call for a free, no-pressure consultation

(888) 295-9055
© Retirable

Advisory services offered through Retirable, & Registered Investment Adviser. The free consultation is for informational purposes only
and does not constitute investment advice. Investment outcomes are not guaranteed and may vary based on market conditions.

FAWESLEY

FINANCIAL GROU P —

e i

==

You CAN Cancell‘%ur Timeshare

We have helped over 50,000 American families save over $635,000,000
in timeshare debt and maintenance fees. We can help you too.

Get your free information kit

and see if you qualify: Call 1.888.984.2917

*This Is an Advertisement. Wesley Financlal Group, LLC (“WFG") and/or Its affillates, successors, or asslgns are not lawyers and/or a law firm and do not engage
In the practice of law or provide legal advice or legal representation. Actual results depend on each cllent's dlstinct case, and no specific outcome Is guaranteed.
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Calendar

Please send calendar items to editor@baysidegazette.com
by 5 p.m. Monday. All community-related activities will be

published at no charge.

Thurs., Feb. 12

ART UNCORKED: A DINNER PAIRING ART
& WINE

Ocean Pines Yacht Club, 1 Mumfords
Landing Road, 6-9 p.m. A dinner pairing
art and wine hosted by Laurie Forster.
Cost is $150 per person or a table of 6
for $900. Tickets:
https://givebutter.com/ArtUncorked.
Benefits Art League of Ocean City. 410-
254-9433.

COLONIAL ERA BRAIN GAMES

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Test
your wits 1700s-style with a series of
puzzles and riddles inspired by 18th cen-
tury Colonial life. Finish the puzzles and
be entered into the drawing for a prize.
410-957-0878

STORY TIME ‘l AM HAPPY’

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages
2-5 years. 410-632-3495, worcesterli-
brary.org

STORY TIME: ‘THE DAY IT RAINED HEARTS’
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m.
Crafts, songs and stories. For ages 2-5
years. 410-208-4014,
worcesterlibrary.org

MERRY MAKERS: PAINTED CANVAS
HEARTS

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Paint
a sweet heart on a mini canvas block
that you can keep or gift to someone you
love. Registration required: 410-208-
4014, worcesterlibrary.org.

AFRICAN AMERICANS AND THE COLONIAL
ERA

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. Ex-
plore the lives and legacy of African
Americans in the colonial era and how
African Americans contributed to the
development of early America. 410-641-
0650, worcesterlibrary.org

BINGO

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m.
Play a lively game of Bingo and win fun
prizes. 410-524-1818,
worcesterlibrary.org

YOGA BASICS FOR BEGINNERS
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 5 p.m. Build confi-
dence and familiarity with foundational
yoga poses. Bring your own mat. 410-
957-0878, worcesterlibrary.org

DRY PANTRY
Thursdays - St. Paul United Methodist

Church, 405 Flower Street, Berlin, 10
a.m.-1 p.m. For those in need of re-
sources such as paper products, laundry
products, baby items, and personal care
items. Limits apply. 410-641-0270

Fri., Feb. 13

MARYLAND CRAB CAKE DINNER
Stevenson United Methodist Church, 123
N. Main St., Berlin, 4-6 p.m. Cost is $15
for one crab cake sandwich and sides.
$25 for two crab cake sandwiches and
sides. $10 for a crab cake sandwich. Bake
sale table available. Carryout or eat in.

COLONIAL ERA BRAIN GAMES

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Test
your wits 1700s-style with a series of
puzzles and riddles inspired by 18th cen-
tury Colonial life. Finish the puzzles and
be entered into the drawing for a prize.
410-957-0878

TODDLER TIME AT THE MUSEUM
Delmarva Discovery Museum, 2 Market
St., Pocomoke City, 10-11 a.m. This early
opening of the museum is great for kids
ages 0-5 years and their families. Regu-
lar admission rate apply.
https://www.ococean.com/event/tod-
dler-time-at-the-museum/2591/

BABY TIME

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. A
great opportunity for babies 0-2 years
and their caregivers to socialize, play,
read and explore the bright play space.
410-641-0650, worcesterlibrary.org

p-m. Celebrate friendship with your gal-
pals at the library. Enjoy tea and treats,
friendship bracelet making, and other
fun activities. 410-524-1818, worcester-
library.org

‘BLEEDING CONTROL AND THE ESSENTIAL
OF CPR’ FREE TRAINING

Ocean City Golf Club, 11401 Country
Club Drive, Berlin, 6-9 p.m. Offered by
Maryland’s Shock Trauma Center. Pre-
registration not required. No class certi-
fication if you are late arriving.
410-641-0378

Sat., Feb. 14

FREE CARRIAGE RIDES FOR VALENTINE’S
DAY

North Main Street & Pitts Street, Berlin,
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Free carriage rides in
Berlin. No reservations needed.

VALENTINE SWIM

Ocean Pines Sports Core Pool, 11144
Cathell Road, 12-3 p.m. Crafts, games,
music and food (for purchase). Plus a
chocolate kiss guess contest. Cost is $8
for swim members, $10 for residents,
$12 for non-residents and $3 for non-
swimmers. 410-641-5255

VALENTINE’S DAY AT THE MUSEUM
Delmarva Discovery Museum, 2 Market
St., Pocomoke City, 12-1 p.m. Mac &
Tuck are hosting a Valentine’s Party.
Featuring a special otter program and
other fun activities. Regular admission
rates apply.
https://www.ococean.com/event/valen-
tines-day-at-the-museum/2592/

MOTOWN ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m.
Enjoy ice cream sundaes as the DJ plays
hits from Diana Ross and the Supremes,
Smokey Robinson, and The Four Tops.
Singles can mingle, and, for couples. It’s
a sweet Valentine’s date. 410-208-4014

BOOK DISCUSSION: ‘MISS CHLOE’ BY

A. ). VERDELLE

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Pick
up a copy of the book at the Ocean Pines
branch circulation desk and then join in
for a lively discussion. 410-208-4014,
worcesterlibrary.org

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO

Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo
starts at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available
before bingo and at intermission. 410-
524-7994

WINTER PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean
City. Men’s, women’s and mixed dou-
bles. Specific age groups and skill levels
provide days of fun and energetic com-
petition.
https://oceancitymd.gov/oc/depart-
ments/recreation-parks/pickleball/,
410-250-0125

OCEAN PINES ANGLERS CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 9:30 a.m.
Enjoy complimentary coffee and donuts,
check out the members only free tackle
bin and join in the discussion of all
things fishing. All are welcome. Jack
Barnes, 410-641-7662

CRAFTY SATURDAY: HOLIDAYS

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m.-1
p.m. Create some holiday themed crafts.
For families. 410-208-4014, worcesterli-
brary.org

GALENTINE’S DAY TEA PARTY
Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 3:30

OCEAN PINES FARMERS & ARTISANS
MARKET
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239

Ocean Parkway, 9 a.m. to noon. Shop for
everything from fresh local produce to
unique handmade artisan goods. Also
featuring family-friendly activities,
music and unique shopping experiences.
Open to the public, year round. 410-641-
7052,
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages
/farmers-artisans-market

Sun., Feb. 15

WINTER PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean
City. Men’s, women’s and mixed dou-
bles. Specific age groups and skill levels
provide days of fun and energetic com-
petition.
https://oceancitymd.gov/oc/depart-
ments/recreation-parks/pickleball/,
410-250-0125

SEWING FOR A CAUSE

Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30
a.m. to noon. Learn how to sew while
making a difference. 410-641-0234

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10
a.m. WWw.jw.org

Mon., Feb. 16

T.0.PS. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169
Mondays - Atlantic General Hospital,
Conference Room 1, 9733 Healthway
Drive, Berlin, 5-6:30 p.m. Take Off
Pounds Sensibly is a weekly support and
educational group promoting weight
loss and living a healthy lifestyle. Rose
Campion, 410-641-0157

BRIDGE

Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center,
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30
p-m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00
p-m. All ladies who love to sing invited.
Elissa, 410-641-8050; on social media;
or delmarvachorus.org.

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS

Mondays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road,
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100

Tues., Feb. 17

SHROE TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER
Stevenson United Methodist Church,
123 N. Main St., Berlin, 4:30-6 p.m. All-
you-can-eat pancake and sausage din-
Continued on Page 28
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ner. Cost is $8 for adults, $5 for children
ages 6-12 years and free to those 5 years
and younger. Carryout available. Pro-
ceeds support Stevenson’s youth.

GENEALOGY WORKSHOP

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. The
workshop starts with a 20-minute lesson
on genealogy research, followed by a
Q&A. Bring a laptop, tablet or papers
containing family information. Registra-
tion required: 410-208-4014.

BABY TIME

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Songs, rhymes and stores. Stay
after to socialize with other families. For
ages 0-2 years. 410-632-3495, worces-
terlibrary.org

STORY TIME

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. A
story time geared for ages 0-5 years fea-
turing seasonal themes designed to sup-
port early literacy skills with stories,
songs and finger plays. 410-641-0650,
worcesterlibrary.org

0C KNITTING GROUP

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Bring whatever project you happen
to be working on. 410-524-1818, worces-
terlibrary.org

PLAY TIME

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 10:30 a.m. Join in
for a variety of activities and toys. Play
and socialize with other families. For
ages 0-5 years. 410-957-0878, worces-
terlibrary.org

WHY DID THEY CALL IT ‘THE UNDER-
GROUND RAILROAD?’

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 1 p.m.
Historian Richard Bell zooms in to ex-
amine the mysterious origins of the term
“The Underground Railroad” and ex-
plains why it caught on so quickly. 410-
524-1818, worcesterlibrary.org

COLONIAL GAMES

Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 4:30 p.m. Travel
back to the 1700’s and learn about colo-
nial-era toys and games, then try them
out for yourself. For ages 6-11 years.
410-957-0878, worcesterlibrary.org

SOAP SURPRISE

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m.
Learn how to make a heart-shaped soap
filled with heart erasers. For ages 12-18
years. 410-208-4014,
worcesterlibrary.org

CROSS FARMS POP-UP FARMERS
MARKET
Tuesdays - Flower Street Field across

from Henry Park, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Ac-
cepting Maryland Department of Agri-
culture FMNP (WIC & Seniors) Checks
and Maryland WIC Fruit & Vegetable
Checks. Also offering a "Produce Bucks"
program, which doubles purchases for
eligible residents. https://www.face-
book.com/theberlinfarmersmarket.

BEACH HEROES-0C

Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round.
Trash bags, grippers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome.

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7
p-m. www.jw.org

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY

Tuesdays - Worcester County Health
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive,
Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly
support and education group promoting
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-

289-4725

0C KNITTING CLUB

Tuesdays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m.

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE

Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and
others interested in watching or learning
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info:
TangobytheBeach.com.

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS

Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with
optional light weights.
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS
GROUP

Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral,
11021 Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m.
Use the weight loss program/app/plan
of your choice. Free and open to every-
one. 410-641-4882,
www.htcanglican.org/activities.

Wed., Feb. 18

SENSORY STAY AND PLAY

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Get ready to squish, build, splash,
shake and scoop through several fun sta-
tions. For ages 0-5 years. 410-524-1818,
worcesterlibrary.org

ASH WEDS SERVICE

Friendship Church, 10537 Friendship
Road, Berlin, 6:30 p.m. Join in for Soup
& Dessert in the Social Hall prior to
service at 5 p.m.

BACKGAMMON CLUB
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines

Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m.
Drop in for a game of Backgammon,
whether you're an expert or want to re-
fresh your skills, Beginners welcome.
410-208-4014, worcesterlibrary.org

PUZZLE SWAP

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1-7 p.m. Bring
your gently used puzzles and leave with
new-to-you puzzles. Don’t have a puzzle
to exchange but still want one? That’s
OK too. All puzzles must be complete in
their original box. 410-641-0650

‘SCORCHY’S CORNER: WANDERING OUR
DELMARVALOUS LAND’ VIDEO SERIES
Museum of Ocean City, 217 S. Baltimore
Ave., 2-3 p.m. Held Wednesdays, Feb. 4-
March 4. Offering audiences a nostalgic
journey across Delmarva with host
Scorchy Tawes. Preregister:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1978305
907223?aff=oddtdtcreator.

AFRICAN AMERICAN ART

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. This
brief introduction looks at some of the
highlights of Black artist, from the 19th
century to the 1980s. Investigate the his-
tory of people who were left out of the
canons of art history. 410-208-4014

SERVICE SQUAD

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 4 p.m. A serv-
ice hour earning program that lets you
be creative while benefiting worthy
causes. Open to students of Worcester
County Schools. For ages 12-18 years.
410-641-0650, worcesterlibrary.org

FREE COMMUNITY DINNER AND GROCERY
GIVEAWAY

St. Paul’s by-the Sea Episcopal Church,
302 Baltimore Ave., Ocean City, 4-7
p.m. St. Paul’s By-the-Sea Episcopal
Church will host its Free Community
Dinner on Wednesday, February 18,
2026, from 5,-7 PM at 302 N. Baltimore
Ave., Ocean City. The evening includes
grocery giveaway. 443-440-1422

COLONIAL GAMES

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4:30
p.m. Travel back to the 1700s and learn
about colonial-era toys and games, then
try them out for yourself. For ages 6-11
years. 410-524-1818,
worcesterlibrary.org

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m.
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Last Wednes-
day of the month meetings are offsite
and information can be found on the
website and Facebook. www.kiwaniso-
fopoc.org.

CASH BINGO

Wednesdays - Ocean City Elks Lodge
2645, 13708 Sinepuxent Ave. Door open
at 5 p.m., bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. Food

available before bingo and at intermis-
sion. Open to the public. 443-605-5028

ONGOING EVENTS

FREE TAX PREP

AARRP is offering free tax preparations to
the public. AARP Foundation Tax Aides
will be available at the following li-
braries: Mondays in Ocean Pines;
Wednesdays, Berlin; Fridays, Pocomoke
City; and Saturdays, Ocean City. By ap-
pointment only: 443-584-5661, aarp-
foundation.org/taxaide.

MARYLAND FIREFIGHTER 50/50
FUNDRAISER

Drawings are held every Thursday at 8
p-m. Ticket sales open Thursdays at
8:05 p.m. and close the following Thurs-
day at 7:59 p.m. One winner takes home
50% of the total jackpot and the remain-
der supports the Ocean Pines Volunteer
Fire Department. Tickets:
https://md.5050raffle.org/give/
mdfire/50-50-raffles/md5050/
charities/ocean-pines/checkout

HISTORY-TO-GO

Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington
St., throughout February. Pick up a His-
tory-to-Go kit and learn about ciphers
and codes used throughout history. Sup-
plies provided to make your own cipher
disk. Pick up between December and
February. 410-632-3495

2025 KIWANIS LOTTERY TICKETS ON SALE
On sale every Saturday morning at the
Ocean Pines Farmers Market from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. One $20 ticket is good for
all 365 drawings in 2025. Benefits the
youth of the community.

OCEAN CITY-BERLIN ROTARY CLUB

Meets the first and third Wednesday of
each month at Don’s Seafood & Chop
House at the South Gate of Ocean Pines,
6 p.m. ocberlinrotary@gmail.com

OCEAN CITY CHAPTER OF THE SONS AND
DAUGHTERS OF ITALY

Meets every month (except July and Au-
gust) at the Knights of Columbus Hall,
9901 Coastal Highway, Ocean City,
6:30-8:30 p.m. Membership is open to
individuals of Italian descent and their
spouses. www.sonsofitalyoceancity.com

POLISH AMERICAN CLUB OF DELMARVA
Meets the second Wednesday of each
month (except July and August) at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, 9901 Coastal
Highway, Ocean City, 2-4 p.m. A social
organization of men and women of Pol-
ish or Slavic descent.

Please send calendar items
to editor@baysidegazette.com
by 5 p.m. Monday.

All community-related
activities will be published
at no charge.
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Call 410-723-6397 or email

classifieds@octodaydispatch.com
by Monday, 5 p.m.

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch &
Bayside Gazette each week & online at
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED RENTALS COMMERCIAL DONATIONS

&)Sea Colony

Join the Sea Colony East Maintenance Team!

Now hiring high rise condominium/full time building
maintenance techs.

Great Benefit plan/paid time off!

Apply online at troon.com/careers - company location
Sea Colony Assoc East

Email bethann.steele @seacolony.com or
call 302-541-8831 for an interview

The Town of
OC Ocean Ocean City

\“/ c“y“ is Hiring
Seasonal Bus Drivers for

Summer 2026
Seasonal Rate: 21.37/hour
Limited space for applicants requiring CDL
training is available!
Apply at
https:/www.governmentjobs.com/careers/oceancitymd
or City Hall, 301 Baltimore Ave., Ocean City, MD 21842

AW States

CONSTRUCTION COMPARNTY, INC

COMPLETE EXTERIOR RENOVATION EXPERTS

Currently Hiring Manpower For:

Carpenter | Laborer | Painters
Stucco & EIFS Mechanics
Concrete Work

o Experience preferred.
o Tools, transportation & valid driver’s license
are a plus.
o Excellent pay and a competitive benefits
package available.
Please Apply Online:
https://www.allstatesconst.com/delmarva-renovations-careers

Or Contact Our Office at 410-352-9800

D IN°
IBENsY

AMERICA RUNS ON DUNKIN®

NOW HIRING!

Production Crew
for our WOC kitchen facility
Up to $20/hr.

Apply online at:
www.delmarvadd.com

RENTALS

YR OCEAN PINES
Available Immediately!
South Gate Cul de Sac

Recently renovated

Unfurnished
4BR, 2BA

Screened in porch,

Central HVAC
No smoking/pets
$2,500 per mo. + util's
& sec. dep.
410-404-8851

YR RENTAL
Month-Month Lease
1BR, 1BA, 120th St.

Indoor/Outdoor Pool, Tennis
$1,350 per mo., incl’s util's
717-261-1692

Seeking Year-Round
Rentals!
Call Howard Martin Realty
410-352-5555.

LONG TERM WINTER
RENTAL

Utililites Included
CONTACT US AT
burgundyinn@gmail.com
410-289-8581

i '
REAL ESTATE INC

Yearly & Seasonal
entals
We Welcome Pets
7700 Coastal Hwy
410-524-7700
www.holidayoc.com

ROYAL PLUS ELECTRIC IS NOW HIRING
LICENSED JOURNEYMEN ELECTRICIANS

Looking for licensed Journeyman with experience in commercial,
residential with good trouble shooting experience.

Performance Pay
Training & Coaching Provided To Ensure Success
Advancement Opportunities

YR OCEAN PINES
Available Immediately!
3BR, 2BA
Central HVAC
All Appliances Incl.
No Pets.
$2,300 per month
+ $2,300 sec. dep.
410-404-8851

2 Office/Retail Spaces
available in West Ocean
City. Approximately
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.
Call 443-497-4200

Industrial Space
Yard and Storage Shed.
Approx. 10x25+/-
Route 90/Bishopville.
Call 443-497-4200

YEARLY RENTAL
319 Robin Drive
Available Immediately
2BR, 1BA, Unfurnished.
Dog friendly, ground floor.
Ideal 2 mature adults
w/strong work history.
$2,000/mo. + electric.
Call/text 703-819-7400

YEARLY RENTALS
WEST OCEAN CITY

PETS WELCOME

2 Bedroom / 1 Bath
Laundry on premises.

877-289-1616
www.bbapartmentsoc.com

COMMERCIAL

FOR LEASE
Commercial Space
816 sq. ft.

Village of Fenwick,
Fenwick Island, DE.
Call Melissa,
410-641-1101 or Email
Melissa@bergeycpa.com

Commercial Space for Lease
ONLY 1 UNIT LEFT!

Approx. 1000 sq. ft.
Busy major road in
Town of Berlin.
Call 443-880-8885 for
more information.

SERVICES

LARRY’'S HANDYMAN
SERVICE No job too small,
entrance doors, interior
doors, storm doors, shower
doors, drywall repairs and
paint, laminate floors, interior
paint. Over 40 years of
carpentry experience.
Please call Larry,
410-251-9066.

Run your business
card in our

SERVICE

DIRECTORY
CALL 410-723-6397

for pricing!

SERVICES

Do you have an old bicycle
not being used? |t could
mean a world of difference
to a hard-working interna-
tional student. We are look-
ing to get as many bikes as
possible. Your donation will
be tax-deductible. Contact
Gary at 443-975-3065.

PETS

TINY YORKIE PUPPIES
Home Raised
Males and Females
Mother and Father on
premises
302-934-8913

WANT TO BUY

| BUY ALBUMS!
410-430-5349

MISC./OTHER

Are you in the ink,
The pen, the paper, the
hand?

No! In the message!
A gift, unbidden,
For whom it is meant!

BUDGET MOVERS

443-664-5797
LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING
Full Packing Service

Piano Movers - Full Service

www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

Advertise in MDDC 410-723-6397

Applicants Must Be: Drug Free, Personable, Outgoing, Well Mannered
and Have a Valid Drivers License

Contact Nancy to schedule an interview today.

410-213-2658

What have you done for your future today?

Nerod

e

Serving the Newspapers of
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
NETWORK

SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental

insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details!
1-855-337-56228
www.dental50plus.com/
MDDC #6258

FOR SALE
Prepare for power outages
today with a GENERAC
Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase.

Call 1-855-993-0969 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

Limited Time Up To $600 In

MISC. FOR SALE

Get DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus

Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-855-407-6870

MISC. FOR SALE

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The
Latest iPhone Every Year
On Us! 855-977-5719

REAL ESTATE
We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-866-541-7929

Advertise in MDDC 410-723-6397

www.octodaydispatch.com

Place An Ad 7""&

e Convenient
e Quick
* No Waiting, No Calls

e Days, Nights & Weekends
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CLEANING SERVICES

¢, CARPET CARE

) Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
Grout Cleaning

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

=\ _ 302-436-5652

DIRECTORY

DENTAL

DePalma Dental, ccc

Michael DePaima, D.D.S.
Errin DePalma, D.D.S.

500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3 Phone: 410-641-3222
Berlin, Maryland 21811 www.depalmadental.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES

amly Dwﬁed and Operated Since 1983
PARRIS g

HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs

“WE DO IT ALL”

* Roofing Repairs e« Rain Gutters * Screening « Staining
*Roof Cleaning - Gutter Guards e Painting « Caulking
« Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing *

* Deck Repairs

Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured * MHIC 17433
“A Family Tradition Since 1935”

410-893-9707

Phil Parrish Pat Parrish

HOME IMPROVEMENT
V e Licensed and

B AYSIDE ~ F:eg E:;l::tes
BUILDERS,

e Locally Owned
e Cleaning Specials
CLEANING SERVICES
Complete Home Improvement Contractor

* Roofing
e Maintenance
* NOW OFFERING *
DISPOSAL ROLLOFF SERVICE
Quick Reliable Service 7 Days A Week

410.713.8599

Clean Up Crews Available - 15 & 20 Yard MHIC#95214

_ HOME IMPROVEMENT
{7 Pipeline

“One stop shop
for Home
Improvement”

Contracting, u.c

Home Improvement Services Company

Home Improvement Design & Bertch Cabinet Retail
* Flooring & Tile
* Residential & Commercial

* Servicing Maryland &
Delaware Beaches

* Cabinets & Countertop

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
* General Carpentry &
Painting

US Veterans
Administration
Approved Contractor

11312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in Today!
(410) 208-1518 » (410) 982-8368

pipelinecontracting.net ® info@pipelinecontracting.net
MDHIC # 107489 « DE # 2014100304 * Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

* 0 Payments m

* 0 Interest PARADISE

ST Moptle. e tentmaatres AN o .
* Free Estimates  410-430-2583 ptte ﬂ

ROOFING - SIDING

WINDOWS - DOORS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MHIC 114960- Insured- Affordable

LET THERE BE LIGHT
ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC.
||

Licensed

Residential and Insured

Commercial

667-266-0209 MD0#35112

DE-#T1-0017133

HOME IMPROVEMENT
EVANS BROTHERS

410-984-4938

Decks / Screen Rooms / Wood / Composite
Windows / Siding
Bathroom / Kitchen Remodels
Flooring Hardwood / LVP
Ceramic Tiles

FREE Estimates °* Licensed And Insured
MHIC #52065

HOME IMPROVEMENT

oo WALSH

Established 1977

Home Improvement, Inc.

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Time to schedule and complete before Memorial Day!

We accept MC/Visa
Ken Walsh 301-776-7249 « (410) 641-3762
Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured ® MHIC #8465

MENTAL HEALTH

ik 3% B

%

—
Island Care Mental Health “

Mary Deborah Wilson /
PMHNP X
Avoid the Delays (
_ Medication & Therapy
"~ MDDE Lic. 410-641-5190r,J
e y

Bz N

PAINTING

PAT’S PAINTING IN THE PINES
Reliable and Affordable Painting

SPECIALIZING IN CABINET PAINTING

Delaware ~ Ocean Pines ~ Ocean City ~ Berlin

4

_ /] Powerwashing (/1 Drywall Repairs
[ House/Deck Staining [/] Wallpaper Removal

[/] Custom Painting

410-641-5957

Free Licensed

Estimates Resident of Ocean Pines & Insured

MOVING SERVICES
BUDGET MOVERS

The Area’s Moving Gompany

LOCAL . ENTIRE EAST COAST
Residential or Office or Commercial
Packing or Loading or Unloading or Complete Move
Single Item or Certain ltems or Full Home
Call Maria: 443-664-5797
Female Owned & Operated
www.Facebook.com/ocbudgetmovers
40+ Years in Business Licensed & Insured
PAINTING
i ¢ CusTOM PAINTING
lmmerman * DRYWALL REPAIRS
¢ WALLPAPER REMOVED
& Son LLC ¢ DECK & HOUSE

STAINING
Painting & Powerwashing  * ALWAYS PROMPT
Interior & Exterior SERVICE
Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured NOW ACCEPTING
CREDIT CARDS!

10% Discount with this ad.

VISA m

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

MVA LICENSED

EW TITLEJANDATAGSYANDIMORE!

| www.westoceancitytagandtitie.com

-2 w‘ed.._Q--s-‘
JODY PALMISANO 410-629-5600

Open Mon., Fri.,

PIANO TUNING

NICK'S NOTES

PIANO TUNING

Nick French 443-783-8255
Nfrenchti@gmail.com

BaysideOC.com
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Service

DIRECTORY

PLUMBING

PLUMBING

\VY,

PRINTING & DESIGN

We do it all from
ground work to
rough in to final X
trim & fixtures. i -

L B
We Install:
Faucets/Sinks ¢ Showers/Tubs/Toilets

Water Heaters » Water/Sewer Lines

Plumbing
and Gas, LLC
MD 62495  DE 13060 * Insured Winterization Packages ® Repairs

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

410-430-3490 ° LMSPlumbingandgas.com

%g Co.

Communities With Pride!”

* Water Heaters * Water Heater Repairs
* Faucet Replacements * Toilet Replacements
* Garbage Disposals And More!

www.localplumbingcompany.net

Md(410)726.0513

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER

OPEN
Mon.-Fri.
9am-5pm

Full Business Center
Custom Gifts

Graphic Designs

Retail Gift Items
Wedding Print Services

“Serving Our Coastal

|Copy Central |

[E one sTOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

11065 Cathell Road * Ocean Pines
410-208-0641 - copycentral@verizon.net

Family Owned & Operated

—(HnRI:.

ROOFING & SIDING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement
Specialist Since 1989

ROOFING * SIDING » DURADEK » WINDOWS * GUTTERS

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946
9240 Peerless Rd. « Bishopville, MD
mmoesle @shoresidingmd.com « www.shoresidingmd.com
*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

YOUR BUSINESS

Your
Business
Card Here!

Call 410-723-6397

Home Need Improvements?

Check out Sl

For a variety
of local contractors

MARYLAND | DELAWARE | DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

D
HELP FUND THE
MDBDGPESS FUTURE OF JOURNALISM
—

FOUNDATION mddcpress.com/foundation

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535.

Call 855-993-0969
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

*Terms and Conditions apply.

DENTAL
lNsurance

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company, Inc.

1-855-337-5228

Dental50Plus.com/MDDC

Product/features nof available in allstates. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To find a network provider, go to physiciansmut ual.comyfind dentist. This specific
offer not available in C0, KS, NV, NY, OR - call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state. Certificate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C2541D; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/
B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P1540K; TN: PI54TN).

6370

Start the new
year clog-free!

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-844-566-3227

v

Lifetime
l warran ity

America’s #1 gutter protection

Surgical grade
micromesh

Engineered to
protect. Built to last

Sticks. Dirt. Leaves. Bring it on. LeafFilter® stops debris and keeps
water moving. Delivering roof-to-foundation protection from water damage
Trusted by over 1 million homeowners.

uPVC frame

Attaches to existing gutters

Claim by: 02/28/2026

15% OFF +10%

We install year-round!

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-844-566-3227

Promo: 285

L fFIIt - Discount For
earrlicer Seniors + Military
**Promational offer includes 15% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. One Coupon per household. No obiigation estimate vald for 1year. See Rep-
resentative for full warranty details.

AZ ROC344027 AR 366820925, CAI035795, CT HICOGTIS20, DC 420223000087, FL CBCOS6678, ID RCE-51604, 1A CI27250, LA 558544, MD MHICTI225MA 213292, MI
MN IRS10524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV BE380, N 13VHIG285000, NM 408686, ND 47304,
OR218294. PAPAIT9643. Rl GC-41354, TN 10951 UT 10783658-5501, VT 740000671, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFLHTE3PG, WV WVOS6912. “The leading consumer reporting

agency conducted a 16 month outcoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and LeafFilter as the America.
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e TO PROTECT YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR HOME,

| SIGN UP FOR THE ROYAL PLUS ELECTRIC
: \.I.P SERVICE PLAN

OUR PROFESSIONAL ELECTRICAL SAFETY INSPECTION
FOR YOUR HOME INCLUDES:
* TESTING ALL YOUR SMOKE DETECTORS.

* REPLACE YOUR SMOKE DETECTOR BATTERIES.
* TEST YOUR RECEPTACLES FOR POLARITY AND PROPER GROUNDING

” Since : N

1988 AVOIDING POTENTIAL FIRES [ 4 N\
% _, « PROVIDE THERMAL IMAGE TEST TO ENSURE BREAKERS AREN'T OVER
' HEATING POTENTIALLY CAUSING A FIRE.
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERGAL « TEST YOUR GFI AND REGULAR RECEPTACLES TO ENSURE SAFE OPERATION. >

* COMPLETE PANEL TUNE UP ON YOUR MAIN SERVICE ELECTRICAL PANEL.
-CHECKING AND TIGHTING ALL TERMINATIONS WHILE APPLYING
OXIDANT INHIBITOR.

* PRIORITY SCHEDULING: OUR R.P.E- V.I.P PLAN CUSTOMERS ARE ALWAYS GIVEN PRIORITY SCHEDULING
WHEN EMERGENCIES ARISE.

e PREFERENTIAL PRICING: AS A R.P.E -V.I.P CUSTOMER, YOU WILL ENJOY 5% DISCOUNT FROM STANDARD
PRICING.

* PERIODIC SPECIALS: AS A LOYAL REWARD TO OUR R.P.E-V.I.P CUSTOMERS,WE ON OCCASION SEND OUT
SPECIALS PROVIDING EVEN GREATER SAVINGS AND CONVENIENCE.

* PERSONALIZED RECORDS: FOR OUR R.P.E-V.I.P CUSTOMERS,WE MAINTAIN RECORDS OF WHAT
WE FIND DURING OUR HOME SAFETY CHECK UP, WHICH HELPS YOU TO HAVE A GREATER PEACE
OF MIND AS WE DIAGNOSE AND OFFER SOLUTIONS.

e TRANSFERABLE AGREEMENT: OUR R.P.E-V.I.P PLAN AGREEMENT IS TRANSFERABLE TO NEW
OWNERS WHEN YOU ARE READY TO SELL. SIMPLY NOTIFY US OF THE NAME OF THE NEW OWNERS.

e EXTENDED LABOR WARRANTY: DOUBLE THE STATED LENGTH OF YOUR LABOR WARRANTY
ON YOUR R.P.E-V.L.P PLAN.

CALL TO BECOME A PREFERRED PRIORITY V.I.P ROYAL PLUS ELECTRIC CUSTOMER
$79 PER MONTH OR 1 TIME YEARLY FEE PAYMENT OF s595

525 OFF 11 %50 OFF 15100 OFF | -

Any ' Eny Service 1! Any Service
Service Call | Call Over 5250 | I | Call Over $1000 | I
with coupon |1 with coupon 11 withcoupon |

Not Valid with any other offer. I I Not Valid with any other offer. I I Not Valid with any other offer. I
Expires 3/31/26 Expires 3/31/26 Expires 3/31/26
---------\‘ L---------‘ L---------\‘

FREE Single USB Outlet and Installation
at an existing receptacle location with

Any Electrical Service over $200
with coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 3/31/26

Find Us On Facebook or Online at www.royalpluselectric.com
ROYAL PLUS ELECTRIC 12507 SUNSET AVENUE UNIT 14D « OCEAN CITY, MD 21842 - P 410.213.2658
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