
(May 7, 2026) The Berlin Farmers 
Market, one of the town’s most pop-
ular and anticipated community 
events, marked the beginning of his 
eighth season last Sunday. 

Held every Sunday from May 
through October from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m., rain or shine, the market brings 
together local farmers, food produc-
ers and artisans along stretches of 
Pitts Street, Commerce Street and 
Main Street. 

A petting farm is available from 9 
to 11 a.m. Live music is also featured 
thanks to a grant from the Worcester 
County Arts Council.

Berlin’s Economic and Commu-

nity Development Director Ivy Wells 
said the market has evolved from just 
a place to shop to more of a social and 
community gathering. 

“The Farmer’s Market is about 
community, neighbors seeing each 
other, catching up, and getting out-
side,” she said. “Many walk or bike to 
the market and it’s pet friendly too.” 

The Berlin market operates as a 
“producers-only” event, meaning 

Berlin farmers market returns

(May 7, 2026) Berlin municipal of-
ficials will have to close a larger-than-
expected revenue shortfall after the 
Town Council approved an amended 
motion last week to replace the lead 
water lines along Williams Street.  

Town Administrator Mary Bohlen 
said the amendment reflects revised 
figures after further review of funding 
requirements. Nicholas Bradley of 
the town’s engineering consultant, 
Davis, Bowen & Friedel, explained 
that the State of Maryland mandates 
additional costs to be factored into 
the project budget, including a 3% 
administrative fee and a 5% contin-
gency. 

With those adjustments, the pro-
ject’s funding gap has increased from 
the previously reported $463,005 to 
$618,119.  

“The intent is to seek funding 
where we can to make up that differ-
ence,” Bohlen said. “But this is a proj-
ect we have to do by law.” 

Despite the shortfall, officials 
noted the town has already secured 
outside funding and will continue 
pursuing additional assistance 
through the state. Bradley said the 
recommendation is to award the base 
bid contract to Teal Construction 
Inc., contingent upon obtaining the 
additional funds. 

If support from the Maryland De-
partment of the Environment is not 
available, the municipality may need 
to explore local funding sources to 

Water line 
replacement  
cost goes up 
Already exceeding funding 
by $463K, project’s cost 
goes up another $155K

Produce, baked goods just 
part of what has grown into 
Sunday social gathering

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See ANOTHER Page 3
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CUSTOM WAGON 
Tilghman Elliott, 2, of Trappe, enjoyed being pulled around the streets of Berlin last Saturday for the Berlin Cruisers event, sponsored by the Berlin 

Chamber of Commerce. See more photos on page 14.

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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cover the gap. The approved base bid 
for the project totals $1,938,938. 

On April 16, the Town Council 
agreed to accept the base bid for the 
lead service line replacement project 
along Williams Street, following a 
recommendation from Davis, Bowen 
& Friedel. The base bid, submitted by 
Teal Construction, covers full re-
placement of aging lead water service 
lines and came in at approximately 
$1.9 million. 

At the time, the project faced a 
$463,000 funding shortfall, which 
officials addressed by transferring 
$500,000 from another capital im-
provement project—the Elizabeth, 
Maple, Schoolfield, East Branch and 
Railroad initiative. Town leaders said 

that move would delay, but not can-
cel, that effort. 

Now, the town will be required to 
make up the increased funding gap. 

The work is also tied to a Maryland 
State Highway Administration 
paving schedule planned for autumn, 
creating a limited window for com-
pletion. 

“This is contingent on the SHA be-
cause they want to pave this road this 
fall,” said Berlin Director of Water 
Resources Jamey Latchum last 
month. “We likely won't start until 
August, and the state wants to have 
the road paved by November.” 

Officials have noted that once 
paving is finished, the town will be re-
stricted from disturbing the roadway 
for two years except in emergencies.

Continued from Page 1

Another funding gap to cover

vendors sell items they grow or create 
themselves. That includes local farms 
such as Bennett Orchards, BayBees 
Farm and Assateague Farm, along 
with a variety of prepared foods and 
artisan goods. 

Wells said the market has also 
served as a “launch pad” for several 
downtown businesses, including 
Honey Water Candles, Mandala Pies, 
Colorful Encounters, and Little Green 
Witch Apothecary. 

For the fourth year, the market 
will run through October, which or-
ganizers say remained busy even into 
the fall.  

“Extending into the fall has been a 
great addition,” Wells said. “Many of 
the farmers are still growing fall veg-
etables.”

With strong weekly turnout and a 
loyal following of residents and visi-
tors alike, the market is something 
the community looks forward to each 

year, Wells said. 
“We’re just excited to have it 

back,” she said. “It’s become a tradi-
tion for a lot of people and the most 
favorite event in town.” 

Attendees can expect to find goods 
from Bratten Farm, Goat Plum Tree 
Farm, Splendid Earth Acres Farm, 
The Bay Mushrooms Farm, Marshall 
Creek Farm, Berlin Bison Ranch, 
Dream Catcher Homestead, Reinke 
Lavender Farm, Sacred Sowings Col-
lective, Quinton’s Quality Products at 
Truitt Farm, and Salty Acre Farm.

The event will also feature busi-
nesses such as Cast 26 Coffee Roast-
ers, Una Bella Salute, baked dessert 
café, Del’Vecchios Bakery, Honey 
Water Candles, Lyon Rum, Katherine 
Belz Pottery, Sweet Tater Pet Treats, 
Clare’s Nutty Concoctions, Burley 
Oak Brewery, Boulangerie Gluten 
Free Bakery at The Inn Berlin, and 
Forgotten 50 Distilling, among other 
shops. 

Continued from Page 1

Market also social gathering

STEVE GREEN/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Ponies and goats and those who want to see the animals are also a part of the Berlin Farmers 

Market, which has grown into a community experience.
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Meeting planned for cable landing initiative  

(May 7, 2026) Worcester County 
residents are expected to confront a 
controversial utility project head-on 
next month, as a public town hall is set 
to bring the developer face-to-face 
with a community already deeply 
skeptical of what’s being proposed. 

The proposed facility on Route 611 
outside Berlin has drawn sharp push-
back from nearby residents and county 
officials. While developer Globalinx 
says it’s a pass-through station for in-
ternet cables, critics say it still looks 
and operates like an industrial site, 
with generators, fuel tanks, and round-
the-clock activity. 

District 3 Worcester County Com-
missioner Eric Fiori, whose West 
Ocean City district would house the fa-
cility, has made it clear he opposes the 
project outright. He has questioned the 
scale of the nearly 24,000-square-foot 
facility and accuses Globalinx of failing 
to fully explain what’s being proposed.  

Fiori pledged on social media to 
push for a town hall meeting “so the 
entire community has the opportunity 
to be heard.” 

“To date, the responses provided 
have been vague, incomplete, and 
lacking in factual detail,” he posted 
April 23 to Facebook. “Our community 
deserves transparency, accountability, 

and real answers – not uncertainty and 
deflection.” 

Fiori is pitching a town hall-style 
meeting at Stephen Decatur High 
School in Berlin and says representa-
tives of Globalinx have been invited to 
attend. The event is tentatively sched-
uled for May 14 at 6 p.m. and would be 
open to the public. 

The project is also drawing opposi-
tion from a group of residents in 
nearby communities along Route 611. 
In a letter to Worcester County offi-
cials, the Community Coalition of Im-
pacted Property Owners rebuked the 

project, citing concerns over potential 
noise and light pollution, water con-
sumption, and environmental impact.  

At the heart of the fight is a basic 
question: what exactly is this project? 

The company has sought to reas-
sure critics, many of whom are refer-
ring to the project as a “data center” – 
a term that’s become a lightning rod 
for controversy, as energy-hungry 
large-scale computing facilities expand 
nationwide. 

Globalinx insists this is not a data 
center and even launched a project-
specific website to address the issue. 

The company says the building 
would serve as a point where undersea 
fiber optic cables come ashore and 
“connect into the wider internet infra-
structure,” and it would not host data 
storage or large-scale server opera-
tions. 

Last month, Globalinx CEO Greg 
Twitt told OC Today-Dispatch that 
from the outside, the facility would 
“look like a normal building,” like an 
office or warehouse. He said only five 
people would work there, that power 
demand would be low, and that the fa-

By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

See COUNTY Page 6

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The proposed utility facility would be built on Route 611 by developer Globalinx. Residents and officials are seeking more details on the project. 
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New name, same 
great service 
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(May 7, 2026) The Ocean Pines As-
sociation Board of Directors has ap-
proved a change to its rules governing 
political signs and will allow candi-
dates more time to keep their signs on 
public display. 

Board President John Latham said 
this week the measure passed via an 
email vote of the board members over 
the weekend, completing a second 
reading that allows signs to be posted 
45 days prior to an election. The previ-
ous rule provided a 30-day window, 
but this change aligns OPA guidelines 
with Maryland law. 

The adjustment follows the passage 
of House Bill 855 and its companion 
legislation, Senate Bill 758, which ex-
pand the timeframe during which 
homeowner associations can permit 

candidate and referendum signs. The 
legislation was approved in April and 
was intended to take effect ahead of 
the June 2026 primary election. 

OPA officials had introduced the 
proposed guideline changes during an 
April 25 board meeting, when Director 
Elaine Brady presented the amend-
ment to remain compliant with state 
regulations. At that time, the board in-
dicated a second reading would be re-
quired once the bill was signed into law 
by Gov. Wes Moore. 

Latham noted that the change en-
sures OPA remains consistent with 
Maryland HOA requirements, though 
it may result in an increased number 
of campaign signs throughout the 
community during election periods. 

“We definitely want to stay in line 
with Maryland HOA law, so that is 
positive in my opinion,” he said. 

“Given there is a local election this 
summer and the upcoming OPA elec-
tion, it will definitely create more yard 
signs throughout our community for a 
few months. That may not be popular 
with some homeowners.” 

Under both state law and OPA 
guidelines, political signs must be re-
moved within seven days following an 
election.  

However, the new legislation allows 
HOAs to set its own rules governing 
sign placement in common areas.  

Brady noted at the April board 
meeting that in OPA, political signs are 
only permitted on private property.  

“I would like to add that when signs 
are being put up by politicians, they 
need to make sure that they’re on the 
homeowner’s property,” she said last 
month. “That means from the ditch to 
the street and along the medians are 
not allowed. Just want to make sure 
when you’re giving your signs out to 
people that they are aware of where 
they can put them.” 
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cility’s technology eventually could 
help lower pricing for Internet access.  

Commissioner Fiori disagrees and 
continues to refer to it as a data center. 

 “If you get run over by a vehicle, 
does it matter if it’s a car or a truck?” 
he said in an interview. “I don’t care if 
it processes data, I don’t care if it 
processes A.I, I don’t care if it washes 
cars. What matters is, it’s industrial 
use, it doesn’t meet the zoning code, 
and it doesn’t belong in our county, 
end of story. I don’t know how I can 
put it any more bluntly than that.” 

In January, Worcester County’s 
Technical Review Committee reviewed 
the developer’s application for feasibil-
ity. But the project has not moved to 
the next level of vetting since then, in 
part because county staff say they have 
more questions that Globalinx needs 
to answer.   

County Administrator Weston 
Young said, on the surface, the project 
“does seem like more of an industrial 
use” and the county needs to better un-
derstand how what’s being proposed 
would fit into its zoning requirements. 

He also said any project that doesn’t 
comport with zoning likely won’t get 

approved – and that locals may be re-
acting to an idea that might never 
come to fruition. 

“Nobody cares about the fact that 
fiber running across the ocean is the 
size of a garden hose,” he said. “They 
care about, what are the potential im-
pacts? You need to be able to explain 
that to the people.”  

The county also plans to send its 
planning and development staff on site 
visits to other similar facilities on the 
East Coast “to better understand this 
type of project and its potential im-
pacts,” according to an April 28 state-
ment.  

Worcester County isn’t the only 
local government intertwined with the 
proposal.  

The Town of Ocean City in October 
entered into a 25-year lease with Glob-
alinx to route cable through its nearby 
municipal airport, which is located just 
north of the project site on Route 611.  

The fiber lines, originating in Ire-
land, will be owned and operated by 
Amazon Web Services and will support 
“Fastnet” undersea cables that move 
data between networks in Europe and 
the U.S., according to the Maryland 
Department of Commerce.

County seeking project details
Continued from Page 4

Candidate sign allowance extended in OPA  
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

CEDAR SWAMP FARM & GREENHOUSES
9211 Morris Road • Bishopville, MD 21813
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Tues–Fri 8:30–5:00 • Sat 8:30–3 • CLOSED Sunday & Monday

1 miles West of Rt. 113 on the MD/DE line near Selbyville.

Summer is Coming – Get Your Yard Ready Now!
Flowers in Full Bloom. More Ready Soon.

Grown by our family for yours.
Remember Mother's Day is Sunday, May 10. 



(May 1, 2026) Worcester County’s 
top judge wants to build a stronger 
pipeline for hiring future law clerks by 
paying summer interns. 

Judge Brian Shockley, who over-
sees circuit court administration in 
Snow Hill, is asking county officials to 
fund a $6,000 stipend for a summer 
intern position for his fiscal year 2027 
budget. 

Legal internships often serve as a 
feeder system for law clerks, a role 
Shockley called “indispensable” to the 
court.  

“What we're hoping is, if we can get 
a good intern between their second 
and third year of law school, indoctri-
nate them into the court, make them 
want to come as a law clerk the next 
year, that may help with this prob-
lem,” he told the county commission-
ers during an April 14 budget work 
session. 

Legal intern positions have become 
increasingly harder to fill on the lower 
Eastern Shore. Shockley described re-
cruiting as “a very pronounced prob-
lem” for myriad reasons.  

“We've lost some interns to even 
Wicomico County and some neigh-
boring counties because they're pay-
ing their interns,” he said. 

Law clerks help keep cases moving 
by handling much of the research and 
drafting that supports a judge’s deci-
sions. Without enough clerks, much 
of that work falls back on judges and 
other staff, which can affect how 
quickly cases move through the sys-
tem. 

The circuit court has three law 
clerks, one for each judge, and they 
work two years for the court. Shockley 
said it’s not uncommon for a former 
clerk to start their career as an attor-
ney in the county.  

Shockley pointed to a recent exam-
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County judge proposes paid 
summer internship program

Ocean Pines to host events, 
activities through summer

(May 7, 2026) Ocean Pines is gear-
ing up for a busy summer, with a 
lineup of live music, recreational 
sports and a family-friendly environ-
mental celebration scheduled in the 
coming months. 

The Ocean Pines Association has 
released the schedule for its annual 
Concerts in the Park, set to run 
Thursday evenings from June 25 
through Aug. 27 at the White Horse 
Park Pavilion. Performances will take 
place from 7 -9 p.m. and feature re-
gional acts and bands. 

This year’s lineup includes Nick 
Vox on June 25, followed by The Flip 
Side Band on July 2 and Colossal 
Fossil Sauce on July 9. Hurricane 
Kevin Cat 5 will perform July 16, with 
Shoreline Grooves taking the stage 
July 23 and Opposite Directions on 
July 30. August performances in-
clude Jada Lee on Aug. 6, String Buz-
zards on Aug. 13, Coastal Country on 
Aug. 20 and Clockwork Band closing 
out the series on Aug. 27. 

Attendees are encouraged to bring 
their own beverages, and food will be 
available for purchase at the venue. 

In addition to the slate of live en-
tertainment, OP residents can partic-
ipate in the Ocean Pines Bocce Ball 
Summer League, with registration 
now open. The deadline to sign up is 

June 1 at 5 p.m. 
The league is open to players of all 

skill levels from beginner to experi-
enced and costs $25 per person. The 
fee includes participation in the full 
season and a tournament champi-
onship. 

Participants may register as part of 
two- or four-player teams, with up to 
four substitutes allowed per group. 
Matches will be held at the Ocean 
Pines Yacht Club bocce courts. Four-
player teams will compete Thursdays 
and Fridays from June 4 through July 
31, while two-player teams will play 
Sundays and Mondays from June 7 
through Aug. 3. All matches are 
scheduled between 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. 

Registration forms are available at 
the Ocean Pines Community Center 
and must be submitted in person 
with payment. Mail-in registrations 
will not be accepted. 

Any questions on the upcoming 
bocce season can be directed to or-
ganizer Mike Galello at 
mgalello@aol.com.  

Kicking off the season, Ocean 
Pines will also host its annual Bay 
Day on Sunday, May 17, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at White Horse Park. The 
event will feature boat rides, live 
music, hands-on educational activi-
ties, live animal exhibits and a native 
plant giveaway. The event is open to 
the public. 

More Ocean Pines events and hap-
penings can be found on the associa-
tion’s official website, as well as the 
community’s recreation and parks 
Facebook page. 

Community is gearing up 
for Bay Day, summer bocce, 
concerts in the park series
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer
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Assateague lifeguards to return this season

(May 8, 2026) Lifeguards will be 
back at Assateague Island National 
Seashore this summer, after last year’s 
federal staffing issues prevented the 
National Park Service from hiring. 

While the park will staff lifeguards 
from Memorial Day weekend through 
Labor Day weekend, coverage won’t 
be at full strength until mid-June. 

For the first two weeks of June, 
lifeguards will be on duty for week-
ends only. After that, guards will be 
fully staffed seven days a week during 
peak season from mid-June through 
mid-August. Staffing would drop 
again to weekends only for the final 
two weeks of August, according to 
county spokeswoman Kim Moses. 

She also said Superintendent Hugh 
Hawthorne confirmed with county of-
ficials that, for now, the park has hired 
enough lifeguards to fill two-thirds of 
open positions, and a second wave of 
recruitment is expected to fill remain-
ing vacancies. 

Worcester County Commissioner 
Eric Fiori said the National Park Serv-
ice did confirm lifeguards would be 

back. 
“They're currently working on the 

recruiting process for that right now,” 
Fiori said during a District 3 candi-
dates forum for the South Point com-
munity on April 30. “They pretty 
much are full, but they need some 
substitutes to work in and out, so 
they've been doing some recruit-
ment.” 

For the next hiring round, open-
ings will be posted to the federal re-
cruiting website USAJobs. Lower 
Shore YMCA branches also will assist 
in the hiring process. Moses said the 
county would be sharing recruitment 
postings to social media and support-
ing outreach. 

Online, the Park Service is already 
advertising openings for seasonal surf 
lifeguards on both the Maryland and 
Virginia sides of the park, including 
training and housing.  

“Are you looking for a job with sun, 
sand, and salt air?” asks the April 30 
post on the park’s Facebook page. 

Last year, President Donald Trump 
signed an Executive Order immedi-
ately after his Jan. 20 inauguration, 
mandating an overall federal hiring 
freeze. That prevented park leader-
ship at Assateague from hiring life-
guards for the summer season.  

It also drew the ire of two dozen 
Democratic U.S. senators, including 

Maryland’s Chris Van Hollen, who 
urged U.S. Interior Department Sec-
retary Doug Burgum to immediately 
reissue seasonal employment offers to 
Park Service workers. 

By April, the hiring freeze had 
thawed a bit: The Interior Depart-
ment clarified that some seasonal and 
public safety positions would be ex-
empt – but lifeguards didn’t make the 
list.  

Without federal hires, lifeguards at 
nearby Assateague State Park were 
tasked with monitoring the beach for 
emergencies. The Berlin Fire Com-

pany took on the responsibility for 
water rescues in the interim. 

Assateague Island National 
Seashore typically staffs about a dozen 
lifeguards for both the Maryland and 
Virginia sides of the park. The life-
guard crew usually drops to eight or 
nine at summer’s end when some go 
back to school. 

Not all 22 miles of the park’s Mary-
land shoreline are guarded: its north-
ern half contains pockets of guarded 
recreational beach, while the southern 
end contains the unguarded over-
sand vehicle area.

The park’s national side will  
again be guarded fully from 
mid-June to mid-August
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

Courthouse to receive upgrade

ple: Judge Kristina Watkowski, ap-
pointed to the circuit bench last fall, 
began her career as a Worcester 
County law clerk under former judges 
Tom Groton and Ted Eschenburg.  

Hiring works differently at the Dis-
trict Court level, where law clerks are 
not tied to individual judges. Instead, 
they are hired by administrative 
judges and shared across multiple 
courtrooms, according to the Mary-
land Judiciary. 

Alongside the staffing request, 
Shockley also outlined several 

planned upgrades to the historic 
Snow Hill courthouse.  

Those include creating a new law 
library, converting a former grand 
jury room into offices for family serv-
ices and truancy court staff, and 
adding a vestibule at the Washington 
Street entrance to improve security. 

The commissioners took no imme-
diate action on the request during the 
work session. The court’s proposal 
will be weighed alongside other de-
partmental requests as the county 
moves toward a final budget adoption 
on June 2.

Continued from Page 7
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  & built-in office nook.  
• Large backyard with invisible pet perimeter fence. 
• Oversized deck & custom stone patio overlook golf course. 
• Heated garage & central vacuum system.  
• Improvements: Gas furnace (approx. 4 years old) & Remy  
  Halo air purification system, encapsulated crawl space, annual 
  termite protection & exterior flood lighting.  
• Walk to Yacht Club & Marina. 
• Amenity-rich community.

562 OCEAN PARKWAY  
OCEAN PINES

NOW $519,900

4 BR, 2.5 BA HOME on 12th GREEN 
OCEAN PINES GOLF COURSE

• Home on oversized lot on quiet cul-de-sac with fairway views. 
• Open floor plan & great room fireplace. 
• Large windows & sliders throughout kitchen, dining & great  
  room. 
• Recently renovated kitchen 2020 granite counters, SS  
  appliances, soft-close cabinets & LVP flooring.  
• 3-season room w/vinyl tech windows off main living area 
  leads to wraparound double decks.  
• 1st-floor BR & full BA for guests or single-level living. 
• 2nd floor primary suite has own BA, 2 BRs & another full BA. 
• 1.5-car garage with workshop & storage & newer 
  hot water heater. 
• Primary residence, vacation escape, or investment property,  
  this home offers versatility & lifestyle appeal. 
• Short drive to shores of Ocean City.  
• Sold AS-IS as convenience for sellers. 

11001 Manklin Meadows Lane Ocean Pines, MD

$499,000

The Pros 
To Know

• Home on 4th hole Robert Trent Jones Sr.-designed  
  golf course. 
• New LVP flooring main level; new wall-to-wall carpet  
  upstairs & on stairs. 
• Fresh paint & caulking throughout & new light fixtures.  
• Electric fireplace in the living space.  
• Fully updated kitchen new SS appliances & stackable  
  front-load washer/dryer.  
• New double-pane windows, plantation blinds & new front &  
  rear exterior doors. 
• New HVAC heat pump, Mitsubishi mini-split 2nd floor  
  system, hot water heater & home water filtration.  
• Upstairs easements insulated & floored for energy  
  efficiency & storage.  
• New deck & scalloped fence (2025), cement driveway &  
  carport floor & landscaped walkway (2025).  
• 6-inch gutters with leaf guards; professionally trimmed trees. 
• Enclosed entryway leads to screened porch. 
• Move-in ready home offers exceptional value in 1 of area's  
  most desirable communities.  
• Minutes to the beaches of Ocean City. 

Aggressively priced!

62 NEWPORT DRIVE   
OCEAN PINES

$419,000

RENOVATED 3 BR, 2 BA CHALET-
STYLE HOME on GOLF COURSE

NEW PRICE

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING 

Call Now for Your Private Showing!

$5K SELLER 
CONTRIBUTION

Bird Seed • Bird Houses • Feeders 
Bird Baths • Wind Chimes

Local Honey • Garden Flags 
Unique Gifts & More

Retail 
Specialty 

Store
BEST OF

410-208-1479



May 7, 2026 Bayside Gazette Page 9

Sunday: Happy Hour All Day
Monday: 25% Off Anything Chicken

Tuesday: 25% Off Burgers
Wednesday: 25% Off Cheesesteaks

Thursday: 25% Off Entrees

SPECIALS ALL DAY
(Selbyville Location Only)

Happy Hour 2-5pm Every Day

Friday, May 8

$7 1/2-LB. SHRIMP ALL DAY
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Saturday, May 9

$19.99 ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT  
WINGS W/ SIDES

38223 Dupont BLVD., Selbyville, DE • 302-988-2220 • pitandpub.com

SELBYVILLE
Open 11am Every Day

Happy Mother’s Day!Happy Mother’s Day!Happy Mother’s Day!Happy Mother’s Day!Happy Mother’s Day!
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Hudson Branch site of planned restoration

(May 7, 2026) A stream restora-
tion project along Hudson Branch in 
Berlin is moving closer to construc-
tion as part of a multi-year effort to 
improve water quality in the Newport 
Bay watershed. 

During a public presentation on 
April 29, Town of Berlin staff, envi-
ronmental partners and project engi-
neers shared plans to restore roughly 
2,000 feet of the stream, which ulti-
mately feeds into Newport Bay. Ac-
cording to local environmentalists, 
Newport Bay is graded at a C-minus 
based on recent water quality data. 

The project is part of an initiative 
funded through Maryland’s Whole 
Watershed Act, which is providing $2 
million annually over five years to 
support restoration work and com-
munity engagement. Newport Bay is 
one of just five watersheds in the state 
selected for the inaugural program. 

Jessica McIntosh, a coordinator 
with the Maryland Coastal Bays Pro-

gram, said the effort is designed to 
address a range of environmental 
challenges, including stormwater 
runoff, aging septic systems, agricul-
tural impacts, and marsh decline. 

The project is a collaboration be-
tween the Maryland Coastal Bays 
Program, Assateague Coastal Trust, 
Lower Shore Land Trust, Worcester 
County, and the Town of Berlin.  

“The partnership 
is going to be rolling 
out even more proj-
ects, but this is year 
one,” McIntosh 
said. “We are doing 
a lot of different 
projects because we 
want to take a holis-
tic approach. We don’t want to do this 
one restoration project and then walk 
away. This amount of funding allows 
us to address the issues from all an-
gles.”  

Engineers outlined plans to re-
shape the stream into a more natural, 
meandering system to slow water 
flow and improve filtration. The de-
sign includes reconnecting the stream 
to its floodplain, raising the 
streambed slightly, and installing log 
structures to stabilize the channel and 

create habitat for fish and other 
wildlife. 

Currently, portions of Hudson 
Branch are straight and deeply 
eroded, which speeds up water flow 
but reduces its ability to filter pollu-
tants. 

“Right now, there is a portion that 
is straight as an arrow,” said Steven 
Lemasters from EA Engineering. 

“That arrow is great 
for conveying water 
but it's terrible for 
treating water. So, 
what we’re trying to 
do is create more of 
a natural process. 
Create some mean-
derings.”  

The project will also help manage 
stormwater from a 480-acre drainage 
area and reduce flooding risks, in-
cluding near the town’s wastewater 
treatment plant. 

Construction is expected to take 60 
to 90 days and could begin this win-
ter, pending permits. Work will be ac-
cessed primarily from Bottle Branch 
Road, with residents advised to ex-
pect construction traffic but no road 
closures. 

Officials said the project will use 

natural materials from the site and 
avoid introducing gravel or other 
non-native elements. 

Lemasters added that while there 
will be tree clearing involved, much of 
the taken trees will be repurposed 
into mulch for a mulch access path on 
the site.  

“We want to minimize as much as 
possible what goes offsite,” he said. 
“Some of the trees we will be taking, 
we will be mulching up and using for 
the mulch access path. Some of the 
more substantial trees that have 
larger branches, will be using those 
logs to use for the wood log struc-
tures. 

“It's really using the environment 
that’s there, putting it back in place…
A lot of stream restorations you see 
gravel coming into the area. Gravel is 
not natural…So, we didn’t want to go 
out there and put in boulders, gravel, 
pools out of stone. We wanted to use 
natural materials that actually exist in 
this area.”  

Additional restoration efforts are 
planned across the watershed in the 
coming years, including marsh 
restoration as part of the long-term 
strategy to improve the health of 
Newport Bay.

Stream improvement part 
of larger push to remedy 
Newport Bay watershed
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

‘ The partnership is going to  

be rolling out even more  

projects, but this is year one.’ 

Jessica McIntosh

Your Online Community: www.baysideoc.com
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Burn ban imposed in county 
due to recent dry conditions

(May 7, 2026) With the lower 
Eastern Shore and Worcester County 
specifically entering the nearly crispy 
stage because of the extended 
drought conditions, the county Fire 
Marshal’s office has imposed a coun-
tywide ban on outdoor burning. 

A release issued Monday by the of-
fice begins, "Due to the County's cur-
rent dry conditions, low precipitation 
totals, and declining water table lev-
els, the burn ban is effective immedi-
ately," Fire Marshal MattOwens said.  

"This ban should reduce the num-
ber of out-of-control outside fires, 
which cause safety concerns for area 
residents, visitors, and especially re-
sponding fire personnel." 

The ban applies to all outdoor ig-
nition sources, with the following ex-
ceptions: 

• Proper use of gas and charcoal 
grills. 

• Campfires at the county's com-
mercial campgrounds. 

• Campfires at state and federal 
campgrounds. 

• Permitted official Town of Ocean 
City bonfires. 

• Private property recreational 
campfires that are limited to a fire 
area of two feet with a height of three 
feet. 

• Public fireworks displays. 
• Volunteer fire company training 

exercises. 
The burn ban will remain in effect 

until the dry conditions improve and 
county officials determine that out-
door burning may safely resume. 

"All existing outdoor burn permits 
have been rescinded," Environmental 
Programs Director Bob Mitchell said. 
"Conditions remain dry, rainfall has 
been below normal, and county mon-
itoring indicates that water table lev-
els remain low. These conditions 
increase the potential for rapid fire 
spread and support the need for this 
temporary ban." 

Residents and visitors are urged to 
use caution with all outdoor ignition 
sources and to closely monitor future 
announcements regarding any 
changes to the burn ban. 

Outdoor ignition sources to 
halt until local officials say 
they may safely resume

www.baysideoc.com

ATLANTIC DENTAL 
COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

PREVENTIVE CARE • INVISALIGN 
PERIODONTAL TREATMENT • FULL MOUTH 
RESTORATIONS • IMPLANT RESTORATIONS 

SMILE ENHANCEMENTS 
EMERGENCY SERVICES FOR OUR CURRENT PATIENTS

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST
We have generations of experience and are  
well known for our exceptional dental care.   

We want to help you keep that  
bright and beautiful smile 

every season!

OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Original Local Art, Photography & Prints Make Great Gifts 
Shop & Compare – You’ll See the Difference 
Personal, Detail-Oriented Service

20,000 LB 
Tide Tamer lift

10,000 LB Tide Tamer 
Elevator Lift

1,500 LB Tide Tamer 
Swinger PWC  Lift

13,000 LB 
Tide Tamer Lift

VINYL BULKHEADS • RIP-RAP PIERS • DOCKS 
BOATLIFT PILING • DREDGING • SKID STEER SERVICES

410-641-9961 JUSTRITEMARINEINC.COM
MIKE@JUSTRITEMARINE.COM410-641-9961

SUSSEX TREE, INC.
New landscape quotes only. Cannot be combined with 
any other offers or coupons. Some exclusions apply. 

Expires 5/31/26

Try our landscape service and let 
us prove we are the best option. 

Book Summer/Fall and get 

20% OFF

SPRING
• Turf Applications 

FALL - WINTER
• Fall Cleanups 
• Dormant Pruning 

Your All-in-One Solution from Grass Roots to Tree Tops

Our expertise, proven track record, and innovative  
approach enable us to deliver top-tier services with...

State-of-the-art equipment 
for maximum efficiency 

Highly trained experts 
certified arborists with 
decades of experience 

Comprehensive services 
to solve every problem

302-227-1980
MD LIC. #001623 

302-645-6262
STI LANDSCAPE CENTER SussexTreeInc.com

YEAR-ROUND
• Tree Care 
• Landscaping 
• Plant Health Care 
• Irrigation 
• Hardscaping 
• Landscape Lighting 

LANDCAPE SPECIAL

SUSSEX TREE, INC.
Valid with coupon only.  Cannot be combined with any 

other offers or coupons.  Some exclusions apply. 
Expires 5/31/26

$50 OFF
Trimming or Removal over $500 

$150 OFF
Trimming or Removal over $1,000

TREE SERVICE SPECIAL
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LIBERTY TREE PLANTED  
On Saturday, April 25, the Calvin B. Taylor House Mu-

seum celebrated the planting of a liberty tree on its 

lawn. This planting is part of a larger statewide initia-

tive to commemorate the nation’s 250th birthday. Each 

of Maryland’s 23 counties and Baltimore City will be 

given a seedling derived from the only surviving geneti-

cally identical Liberty Tree scion in the United States 

— descended from Maryland’s original 1775 Liberty 

Tree in Annapolis. Maryland’s Liberty Tree, a Tulip 

Poplar at St. John’s College, was the last remaining 

original Liberty Tree until 1999 when it was destroyed 

by a hurricane. Top, applying the first shovels of dirt to 

the new addition are, from left, Senator Mary Beth 

Carozza, Commissioner Diana Purnell, Berlin Council-

man Steve Green and Museum President Melissa Reid, 

also pictured left during the ceremony. 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF BEACH-TO-BAY

$75 OFF
Plumbing or HVAC Repairs

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any 
other offers. Some restrictions may apply. Each location independently owned 
and operated. ©2026 One Hour Air Conditioning Franchising SPE LLC. All rights 
reserved. Licensed in the respective state or county. ©2026 Benjamin Franklin 

Plumbing Franchising SPE. LLC. All rights reserved. Each location independently 
owned and operated. Licensed in the respective state or county.
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STEVE GREEN/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

CRUISERS VISIT BERLIN 
Streets in the downtown corridor of Berlin were lined with classic cars of all makes, models and 

years last Saturday morning. The Berlin Chamber of Commerce hosts two classic car shows each 

year - one in the spring and another in the fall to coincide with the Ocean City event.

Harrison Paving Co.

Established 1954

NRHarrisonpaving.com • 410-742-0359

MHIC# 1516

Commercial • Residential 
Driveways • Parking Lots 

Sealcoating and Striping • Grading 
Patchwork and Repairs • Resurfacing 

A Beautiful Reform Jewish Congregation
(16 miles from Oceanview, 1 minute from the Windmill Creek Winery)  

Join Us for Weekly Shabbat Services Every Friday at 7pm.  
Interfaith Welcome, Full Time Rabbi, Hebrew School 

Full & Part Time “Friend” Membership Available

THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU AT TEMPLE BAT YAM
302 448 8697 • 410 641 4311 

www.templebatyam-oc.org

Daughter of the Sea
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Snapshots

WPS 2nd grader Duke An was thrilled to share his Coral Reef habitat project 
with his parents, Tae An and Joyce Chin.

WPS 2nd grader Charlotte Cacoperdo was thrilled to share her Coral Reef 
habitat project with her family.

WPS parents Ben and Julia Shapiro were delighted to visit their 
son, Harper Caleb to view his Savannah Grassland habitat proj-
ect. 

WPS second-grade student Barney Hall was excited to exhibit his 
diorama of the Rainforest at this year’s Habitat Fair. Barney is 
pictured with his mom, Samantha Hall.

WPS 2nd grader Gunner Derrickson shared his habitat project 
on the Desert with his mother, Sarah Campbell.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

NEW CLUB MEMBERS WELCOMED 
The Ocean City-Berlin Optimist Club welcomed new members at the April dinner meeting at the Lighthouse Sound on St. Martins Neck Road. Pictured, from left, are sponsor Larry Lawrence, new 
member Doug Bruner, sponsor Kathy Cater, new member Amy Gallagher, new member Chuck Fuller, sponsor Greg Custis and Optimist President Chris Dolomount-Brown.

WPS HABITAT PROJECT 
On Thursday, March 26, Worcester Prep’s 
2nd-grade students hosted a Habitat Fair 
for fellow lower school students, staff, and 
families. Attendees learned about the vari-
ous places where animals make their 
homes, from the rainforest to the Arctic and 
all the habitats in between. 
In class, the students explored different 
types of land and water habitats, the ani-
mals that inhabit each one, the adaptations 
they make, and the food chain. They also ex-
amined the various types of plants, land-
forms, and threats present in each habitat. 
After their lessons, it was the students’ turn 
to teach by spending a month researching 
and writing about their selected habitat. 
They chose an animal from that habitat, 
and with the assistance of the lower school 
art teacher, Mrs. Roman, they each created 
a model of the animal in art class. The proj-
ect also transitioned to computer class, 
where Mrs. Lyons guided them in compiling 
their research into a digital presentation. 
In the end, students learned how each habi-
tat can be conserved and ways they can 
contribute. 
SUBMITTED PHOTOS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
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Obituary
WILLIAM B. TODD SR. 

Berlin 
William B. Todd Sr., age 88, 

passed away on April 25, 2026, in 
Salisbury, Maryland. Born in 

Washington, D.C. 
on January 31, 
1938, he was the 
son of the late 
Claude Milton 
Todd and Gladys 
Mae (Maples) 
Todd. 

Bill was the co-
owner with his wife 

Sarah of Ocean City Service Co., 
Ocean City Service Oil Co., and 
Ocean City Supply Company in 
West Ocean City.  Bill dedicated 
over 40 years to the Ocean City Vol-
unteer Fire Company. Throughout 
his career as a firefighter, he sev-
ered in numerous leadership roles 
including Captain, Engineer, and as 
a member of the board of Directors, 
where he held the position of Vice 
president.  Bill was a true patriarch 
of a volunteer fire service family, 
his sense of service before self is 
something he instilled in genera-
tions to come. His son Mike Todd is 

a life member, and his grandson 
Michael Todd currently serves as 
the 2nd Assistant Chief of The 
Ocean city Volunteer Fire Com-
pany. 

In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
beloved wife Sarah Frances Todd. 

William is survived by his chil-
dren – William Todd Jr. and Harry 
“Mike” Todd (Jackie); his grand-
children – William “Billy” Todd III, 
Sarah Pulley (Wesley), Ian Todd 
(Jessica), Bridget Todd, Michael 
Thomas Todd (Gionna), and 
Amanda Lockwood; and his great 
grandchildren – Vance William 
Todd, Carter Pulley, and Ava Pul-
ley.  

Cremation followed his passing. 
No formal services are planned at 
this time. In lieu of flowers, a dona-
tion may be made to the Ocean City 
Volunteer Fire Company, 1409 
Philadelphia Ave, Ocean City, MD, 
21842 or the Worcester County Hu-
mane Society. Letters of condo-
lence may be sent to the family via 
www.burbagefuneralhome.com. 
Arrangements are in the care of The 
Burbage Funeral Home – Berlin.

William Todd Sr.

www.bays ideoc .com

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

LEGISLATIVE WRAPUP 
The Republican Women’s Club of Worcester County held a Welcome Home for Senator Marybeth 

Carozza and Delegate Wayne Hartman at their April General Meeting and Luncheon. The elected 

officials are pictured with club member Jennie Allen.

       

    
  

     

   
      

   

     

   
  

  
   

   
    

   
  

   
  

  
  

   
  
  

IgnggginriipSp

       

    
  

     

   
      

   

     

   
  

  
   

   
    

   
  

   

   
  

  
  

   
  
  

BllllulllFuInn

       

    
  

     

   
      

   

     

   
  

  
   

   
    

   
  

   

   
  

  
  

   
  
  

ommoolooBl

       

    
  

     

   
      

   

     

   
  

  
   

   
    

   
  

   

   
  

  
  

   
  
  

f$
srebmeMrof01$
ma03:01-03:9

41yaM,yadsruhT
snedrdaGehtniagoYoY r

       

    
  

     

   
      

   

     

   
  

  
   

   
    

   
  

   

   
  

  
  

   
  
  

hT
ni
uo

yaDs’srehtoM
noissimdAeerF

S

’

       

    
  

     

   
      

   

     

   
  

  
   

   
    

   
  

   

   
  

  
  

   
  
  

srebmeMrof52$
mp21-11

41yaM,yadsruh
snedraGehtn

noisremmIdnu

       

    
  

     

   
      

   

     

   
  

  
   

   
    

   
  

   

   
  

  
  

   
  
  grgo.snedraGerawaaleDtaretsigeR

srebmeM-noNrof02$
w

Guid

wF
FvEEvveery Frrid

Frree wii

r

       

    
  

     

   
      

   

     

   
  

  
   

   
    

   
  

   

   
  

  
  

   
  
  grgo.snedraGerawaleDtaretstigeR

srebmeM-noNrof03$
srebmeMrof52$

s

smetIdooFdennaC
fonoitanoDhtiw

01yaM,y,adnuS
yaDsrehtoM

oTooG,stekciT&snoitavre T

93991ED,orobsgaD|daoRkceN
gro.snedragerawa

Open Thursday - Sunday
9am - 4pm
Adults $15

Children 16 & Under - Free

kaWWded Weelcome Waallkss

A
Aaaaadayy & Saturdayy att 10 AMM

ith Garden Addmission.

ry

       

    
  

     

   
      

   

     

   
  

  
   

   
    

   
  

   

   
  

  
  

   
  
  

eseRroF

NyeniP02203
aled



Page 18 Bayside Gazette May 7, 2026

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to  
editor@octodaydispatch.com by 5 p.m. Monday.Opinion

EDITOR ............................................ Stewart Dobson 

EXECUTIVE EDITOR ................................ Steve Green 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR .......................... Bethany Hooper 

STAFF WRITERS......................Tara Fischer, Brian Shane 

ACCOUNT MANAGERS ........ Mary Cooper, Renée Kelly,  

..................................................................Terri French 

CLASSIFIEDS/LEGALS ........................ Pamela Green 

ART DIRECTOR ...................................... Cole Gibson 

SENIOR PAGE DESIGNER ........................ Susan Parks 

SENIOR AD DESIGNER.............................. Kelly Brown  

PUBLISHER........................................ Christine Brown 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT ...................... Gini Tufts

The Bayside Gazette is published weekly by FLAG Publications, Inc. 
11934 Ocean Gateway, Suite 6, Ocean City, Md. 21842.  

The Bayside Gazette is available by subscription at $90/year or $45/6 mos.  
Visit us on the Web at www.baysideoc.com.

11934 Ocean Gateway, Suite 6, Ocean City, Md. 21842 
Phone: 410-723-6397 / Fax: 410-723-6511. 

Copyright 2026

(May 7, 2026) The Berlin 
Planning Commission last 
week approved plans for 
Phase Five South of the Pur-
nell Crossing development, 
following a discussion con-
cerning missing documenta-
tion related to prior 
approvals. 

At its April 29 meeting, 
the planning commission 
unanimously approved both 

the preliminary and record 
plats for Phase Five South of 
the Purnell Crossing devel-
opment project. 

The approvals follow a 
lengthier discussion earlier 
in April, when town staff and 
planning commission mem-
bers struggled with uncer-
tainty concerning setback 
requirements for Phases 
Five and Six.  

At that time, the confu-
sion was whether the set-
backs — 25-foot front yard, 
5-foot side yard, 10-foot rear 
yard —had ever been ap-
proved. Developer Troy Pur-
nell maintained that the 

setbacks were clearly shown 
on plans submitted and ap-
proved in the spring of 2021. 

At the April meeting, 
however, planning staff said 
they did not have those full-
sized drawings on file. 

After reviewing archived 
meeting footage, the com-
mission voted to affirm the 
setbacks, concluding they 
were likely part of the origi-
nal approval. 

“While we can’t know ex-
actly what was in those 
drawings, because we just 
don’t have them, I find it in-
sanely hard to believe that it 

Plats approved for Purnell’s project
Berlin planners say 
yes to phases five 
and six of project

(May 7, 2026) Worcester 
County collected millions 
more pounds of recycling 
last year. But generated less 
revenue – and taxpayers are 
covering the difference. 

The shift reflects a sharp 
drop in the market for recy-
clable materials, which has 
undercut what the county 
can earn from selling paper, 
plastic and metal. 

County officials say they 
sometimes hold materials 
for weeks or months, waiting 
for a buyer, Public Works 
Director Dallas Baker told 
the county commissioners.  

“Cardboard still sells re-
ally well. Metals sell really 
well. Plastic is kind of horri-
ble,” he said at an April 14 
budget work session.  

“For most of the year, 
plastic might not sell at all – 
like, you have to pay some-
body to come take your plas-
tic.” 

The county is projecting 
$150,000 in recycling rev-
enue for fiscal year 2027, 
against more than $1.2 mil-
lion in costs – a shortfall ab-
sorbed by the county’s 
general fund, according to 
Enterprise Fund Controller 
Quinn Dittrich. 

He added that recycling 
revenue has declined in the 
last two fiscal years, falling 
about $80,000 in 2024 and 
$15,000 in 2025.  

Low prices for plastics are 
driving the decline, accord-
ing to Bob Keenan, the 
county’s recycling manager. 
Vendors are offering just a 
few cents per pound for plas-
tic.  

“There is simply no mar-
ket in it,” he said. “There are 
warehouses and warehouses 
of plastic that (vendors) 
can’t get anybody to buy.” 

Other materials have also 
lost value, Keenan said: Cor-
rugated cardboard has fallen 
from $125 a ton to as low as 
$60.  

Mixed paper has dropped 
from $120 a ton to $70. Alu-
minum sells for $1.09 by the 
ton through a broker, 
though market prices are 
closer to 80 cents. 

At the same time, recy-
cling volume is up. Last year, 
the county collected 1,985 
more tons of recyclables – 
that’s almost 4 million 
pounds – than in 2024. To-
tals for 2025 came to 12,236 
tons for residential recy-
clables and 24,707 for com-
mercial, according to 
Keenan. 

He noted that the county 
has been promoting recy-
cling through outreach, in 
part by hosting 14 school 
field trips in the last year to 

its Newark processing facil-
ity.  

 “We send them home 
with a lot of literature about 
what you can and can’t recy-
cle,” Keenan said. “I want 
people to know what we do, 
and that we’re not throwing 
their recycling away.” 

Worcester’s revenue de-
cline mirrors a broader 
trend. A March 2026 report 
from the Northeast Recy-
cling Council found recy-
cling commodity values hit a 
five-year low in 12 states, in-
cluding Maryland and 
Delaware. 

Industry reports also 
show at least five U.S. plastic 
recycling facilities have 
closed since early 2025 as 
demand has weakened. 

Ocean City officials faced 
a similar reality years ago. 
The resort pulled the plug on 
its traditional recycling pro-
gram in 2009 after deter-
mining it was too costly to 
maintain.  

In its final year, the city 
spent $1.2 million on recy-
cling and brought in 
$200,000 in revenue, ac-
cording to Public Works Di-
rector Hal Adkins. Since 
then, Ocean City has con-
tracted to truck its rubbish 
to waste-to-energy incinera-
tors outside Philadelphia 
and Washington, D.C. 

“It was just not sustain-
able,” Adkins said. “It 
doesn’t make money.”  

County’s recycling revenue declines 
Plastic, mixed paper,  
have lost value, as 
part of market shift
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See PURNELL Page 19

It’s not a now-or-never proposition, but it’s close 
enough for Berlin town officials, who really don’t have 
a choice but to continue their pursuit of its water line 
replacement project along Williams Street. 

This is even though the project’s $1.9 million cost to 
remove and replace lead water lines at around 350 
properties is more than the town has set aside for the 
work.  

Town officials know, of course, that preventing lead 
from leaching into drinking water can be done with cer-
tain chemical treatments, filtering, and testing. 

But the best solution, as federal and state authorities 
have made clear, is to remove those lines altogether and 
be done with it forever. 

Doing that, however, keeps getting more expensive, 
with town officials just learning that they will have to 
come up with another $155,000 in funding on top of 
the $463,000 they already scrambled to cover. 

Complicating the town’s plan is that the state plans 
to re-pave portions of Williams Street in the fall, which 
gives the town a small opening to get in and get out be-
fore the state begins its resurfacing project. 

Once that road work has been completed, the street 
will be off limits to excavations of any kind — including 
water line replacement work — for two years. 

Berlin runs a tight budget, so there’s no telling what 
the town’s financial circumstances will be two years 
from now. What they do know in Town Hall, however,  
is they must get the water line job done now even if it’s 
paid for by digging behind the government sofa for 
enough change to cover most recent shortfall. 

They simply can’t wait until 2028 and reevaluate the 
situation, because they have no idea what they might 
find.

Berlin must deal with 
lead pipes issue now
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Purnell Crossing 
plans approved

wasn’t these documents that we ap-
proved,” Planning Commission Chair 
Matt Stoehr said last month. “This is 
what you would have presented to 
us.”  

With that issue settled, last week’s 
meeting focused on advancing the 
subdivision process for Phase Five 
South. 

Attorney Mark Cropper, repre-
senting Purnell, urged the commis-
sion to follow staff recommendations 
and approve both the preliminary 
and record plats for Phase Five South 
of the Purnell Crossing development. 
The planning commission did so 
without additional discussion. 

Phase Five South stems from a 
proposal first reviewed in September, 
when the commission supported sub-
dividing land off Prospect Drive into 
three parcels. Plans include space for 
an extension of an existing roadway 
to be turned over to the town, ap-
proximately 20 single-family homes, 
and an area designated for stormwa-
ter management, likely including a 
pond and drainage area. 

While Purnell has previously indi-
cated he may choose to sell the prop-
erty, the approved subdivision allows 
development to proceed if he moves 
forward. 

The Purnell Crossing Planned Unit 
Development was originally ap-
proved in the early 2000s, with the 
land in Phase Five long slated for fu-
ture residential use.

Continued from Page 18

OPA will no longer  
mow easements 
in front of homes 

(May 7, 2026) Ocean Pines issued 
a reminder to residents this week 
that, “per the approved 2026-2027 
Fiscal Year budget, Public Works will 
no longer mow easements and 
ditches in front of homes.” 

The press release continued, 
“Homeowners are responsible for 
maintaining the grass in these areas 
moving forward. The elimination of 
mowing easements and ditches was 
first discussed during the December 
18 and 19 budget hearings, as well as 
the January 15 Budget Town Hall.” 

General Manager John Viola also 
addressed the topic at both the Janu-
ary 24 and April 25 regular board 
meetings, explaining that funding for 
the service was reallocated to support 
other initiatives, including drainage 
and storm-related cleanup efforts fol-
lowing the recent blizzard.

Your Online Community: 
www.baysideoc.com

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

TREE FARM OF THE YEAR RECOGNIZED  
John and Janice Warren of Snow Hill and Warren Tree Farm were recognized by the Maryland Senate and Senator Mary Beth Carozza for being named 

the Maryland Outstanding Tree Farm of the Year for 2026. Worcester County Forester Ian McGovern also was on hand for the Senate presentation.

Valid on all orders placed by 6/30/26. Present Bayside Gazette coupon after Free Estimate.
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WE PAY CA$H!
RACETRACK AUTO SALES
410-352-5070

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 • 410-352-5070
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

BEER • WINE 
LOTTERY 

PROPANE REFILLS

SMITH’S 
MARKET

TAG & TITLE 
SERVICE

No Wait  •  Walk-In 
No Appointment Necessary

 Mon-Sat 9am - 5:30pm

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

For Like 
New & Used 

Cars & Trucks

TRAILER SALE!

LIQUIDATION SALE All Trailers Must Go!

HARD – 35

Fill in the blank spaces  in
the grid so that every vertical
column, every horizontal row
and every  3 by 3 box  contains
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each
puzzle.

Answers to last
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles
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Thurs., May 7 
OC CHESS CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Enjoy a relaxing game of chess 
monthly at the library. 410-524-1818, 
worcesterlibrary.org 

STORY TIME: MOTHER’S DAY 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Crafts, songs and stories. For ages 2-5 
years. 410-208-4014, 

STORY TIME ‘BIG FAT HEN’ 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages 
2-5 years. 410-632-5622 

PRAY FOR AMERICA - NATIONAL DAY OF 
PRAYER 
Front of City Hall, 301 Baltimore Ave., 
Ocean City, 12 p.m. Sponsored by the 
O.C. Christian Ministers Association. 

POCOMOKE BRANCH BOOK CLUB: ‘THE 
RED TENT’ BY ANITA DIAMANT 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 2 p.m. Join in for a 
lively discussion each month. Stop by 
the Pocomoke Branch to pick up a copy 
in advance. 410-957-0878 

PAINT LIKE AN ARTIST 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m. 
Learn about watercolors and how artist 
Georgia O’Keefe used them in her fa-
mous flower painting, then create your 
own. For ages 12-18 years. 410-208-4014 

DRY PANTRY 
Thursdays - St. Paul United Methodist 
Church, 405 Flower Street, Berlin, 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. For those in need of re-
sources such as paper products, laundry 
products, baby items, and personal care 
items. Limits apply. 410-641-0270 

Fri., May 8 
OC MAHJONG CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 a.m. 
Join in for a fun morning of playing tile 
Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own tile 
set. All adults are welcome. 410-524-1818 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. For 
babies (0-2 years) and their caregivers to 
socialize, play, read and explore. Drop by 
and make some friends. 410-641-0650 

CREATIVE CONNECTIONS - FREE MONTHLY 
ART CLUB 
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 

11 a.m.-1:01 p.m. Free Monthly Art Club 
for individuals aged 60+. Filmmakers 
Joan Floyd & Doug Armstrong will talk 
about making a short film using an 
iPhone. Register: 
https://canvas.artleagueofoceancity.org
/events/16. 410-524-9433 

SURVIVAL SPANISH: KITCHENWARE 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1 p.m. 
Now’s your chance to learn another lan-
guage. Join in as the group learns vocab-
ulary for items around the kitchen. 
410-208-4014, worcesterlibrary.org 

HOMESCHOOL INVENTORS FAIR 
Snow Hill Train Station, 1 p.m. Show-
case original inventions and imaginative 
ideas. Showcase and reception from 1-2 
p.m. with awards and prize drawings at 
2:30 p.m. Light refreshments served. 
410-632-5622, worcesterlibrary.org 

BOOK OF THE MONTH: ‘THE BANDIT 
QUEENS’ BY PARINI SHROFF 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Pick 
up a copy of the book at the Ocean Pines 
Library circulation desk and then join in 
for a lively discussion. 410-641-0650 

MARYLAND CRAB CAKE DINNER 
Stevenson United Methodist Church, 
123 N. Main St., Berlin, 4-6 p.m. One 
crab cake sandwich platter, $15; two 
crab cake sandwich platter, $25; and 
crab cake sandwiches, $10. Platters in-
clude green beans, baked potato and 
Cole slaw. Bake sale table available. 

TOAST FOR THE COAST 
Ocean Pines Yacht Club, 1 Mumfords 
Landing Road, 6-10 p.m. Featuring five-
course, farm-to-table menu; live music 
& dancing. Each course is perfectly 
paired with Italian wines. Tickets: 
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticket-
ing/toast-for-the-coast-annual-gala. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO 
Columbus Hall, 9901 Coastal Highway, 
Ocean City, 6:30 p.m. Doors open at 5 
p.m. At least $1,000 in payouts and a 
chance for a $1,000 big jackpot at the 
end of the evening. Light snacks sold. 
410-524-7994 

KIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO 
Fridays - Knights of Columbus, 9901 
Coastal Highway, behind St. Luke’s 
Church. Doors open at 5 p.m., bingo starts 
at 6:30 p.m. Light snacks available before 
bingo and at intermission. 410-524-7994 

Sat., May 9 
ANNUAL MOTHER’S DAY FLOWER SALE 
White Horse Park, Ocean Pines, 8 a.m. 
Lovely, fresh arrangements by the Ocean 
Pines Garden Club members ranging 

from $5 to $10. Held during the OP 
Farmer’s Market. 

WE BUILD YOU PLAY BEACHFEST 2 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 8 
a.m.-7 p.m. Beachfest venues include the 
Ocean City Convention Center, North-
side Park and Wicomico Civic Center. 
Tickets: 
https://ticketbud.com/events/d2d33b3
0-1734-11f1-b9a7-42010a71700b. 

OCEAN PINES ANGLERS CLUB MEETING 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 9:30 a.m. 
Jake Evans will be talking about his 3-
step guide to catching more fish using 
artificial baits in both fresh and saltwa-
ter. Also updates on fishing regulations, 
charters and more. All are welcome. 
410-641-7662 

DIY FAIRY GARDENS 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 12-1:30 p.m. Create a 
miniature garden with live plants and 
tiny structures. All materials and in-
struction provided. Cost is $20. For ages 
10 years and older. Pre-registration re-
quired: 410-641-7052. 

ANIME AND MANGA CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m. 
Stop by to discuss all things anime and 
meet like-minded people. Best for ages 
12-18 years. 410-524-1818 

OCEAN PINES COMMUNITY BIKE RIDE 
Ocean Pines Golf Clubhouse, 100 Club-
house Drive, 3 p.m. Guides will take the 
group on a scenic ride through Ocean 
Pines. Riders must be at least 12 years of 
age. Helmets are mandatory of all ages. 
Free event. Registration required: 410-
641-7052. 

OCEAN PINES FARMERS & ARTISANS 
MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 
Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Shop for 
everything from fresh local produce to 
unique handmade artisan goods. Also 
featuring family-friendly activities, music 
and unique shopping experiences. Open 
to the public, year round. 410-641-7052, 
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages
/farmers-artisans-market 

Sun., May 10 
WE BUILD YOU PLAY BEACHFEST 2 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 8 
a.m.-7 p.m. Beachfest venues include the 
Ocean City Convention Center, North-
side Park and Wicomico Civic Center. 
Tickets: 
https://ticketbud.com/events/d2d33b3
0-1734-11f1-b9a7-42010a71700b. 

MOTHER’S DAY YOGA 
Calvin B. Taylor House, 208 N. Main St., 
Berlin, 10-11 a.m. Yoga with Maddy. Ex-
change: $25 adults and $10 kids. Sign 
up at www.yogavibezstudios.com. 

MID-ATLANTIC SYMPHONY - 
SHOSTAKOVICH’S 9TH 
Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 3 
p.m. Featuring the Mid-Atlantic Sym-
phony Orchestra. Doors open at 2 p.m. 
Tickets: 
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/8131719
3/mid-atlantic-symphony-
shostakovichs-9th-ocean-city-oc-per-
forming-arts-center?gclid=. 

SEWING FOR A CAUSE 
Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian 
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10:30 
a.m. to noon. Learn how to sew while 
making a difference. 410-641-0234 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10 
a.m. www.jw.org 

Mon., May 11 
MOMMY/DADDY & ME CRAFT TIME 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Come 
read a fun short story and do an easy age 
appropriate craft. All materials pro-
vided. Parents may need to assist child 
with craft. Participants must pre-regis-
ter: 410-641-7052, www.oceanpines.org. 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. 
Songs, stories and giggles. For ages 0-2 
years. 410-208-4014, 
worcesterlibrary.org 

STORY TIME: 5 SENSES 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For ages 
0-5 years. 410-524-1818, worcesterli-
brary.org 

SAINT MARTIN’S CHURCH TOUR 
St. Martin’s Church, 11413 Worcester 
Highway, Showell, 10:30 a.m. Meet at 
the property on the junction of Rt. 589 
and Rt. 113. Registration required: 443-
783-6164, worcesterlibrary.org. 

WRITING FOR WELLNESS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1:30 p.m. 
Writing about stressful experiences like 
illness may boost health and psychologi-
cal well-being. Group uses exercises to 
stimulate creative expression. 410-208-
4014, worcesterlibrary.org 

Continued on Page 22

Calendar Please send calendar items to editor@octodaydispatch.com  
by 5 p.m. Monday.  All community-related activities will be  
published at no charge.
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T.O.P.S. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169 
TidalHealth Atlantic - Conference Room 
1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 5-6:30 
p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly is a free 
support and educational group promot-
ing weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 
Meets weekly on Mondays. Rose Cam-
pion, 410-641-0157 

T.O.P.S. OF BERLIN - GROUP #169 
Mondays - Atlantic General Hospital, 
Conference Room 1, 9733 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin, 5-6:30 p.m. Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly is a weekly support and 
educational group promoting weight 
loss and living a healthy lifestyle. Rose 
Campion, 410-641-0157 

BRIDGE 
Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center, 
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30 
p.m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 
p.m. All ladies who love to sing invited. 
Elissa, 410-641-8050; on social media; 
or delmarvachorus.org. 

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
Mondays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100 

Tues., May 12 
MUSIC AND MOVEMENT 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 10:30 a.m. Sing 
silly songs, play rhythmic instruments 
and move to the beat. For ages 0-5 
years. 410-957-0878, 
worcesterlibrary.org 

OC KNITTING GROUP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Bring whatever project you happen 
to be working on. 410-524-1818, worces-
terlibrary.org 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Songs, rhymes and stories. Stay 
after to socialize with other families. For 
ages 0-2 years. 410-632-5622, worces-
terlibrary.org 

STORY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. 
Story time geared for ages 0-5 years fea-
turing seasonal themes designed to sup-
port early literacy skills with stories, 
songs and fingerplays. For ages 0-5 
years. 410-641-0650, 
worcesterlibrary.org 

MASTER GARDENERS PLANT CLINIC 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1-4 p.m. 

Bring any questions you have and feel 
free to show your plants as well. 410-
208-4014, worcesterlibrary.org 

ADVANCE CARE PLANNING SESSION 
Second Tuesday, 1 p.m., via virtual 
meeting: 
https://tidalhealth.webex.com/wbxmjs/
joinservice/sites/tidalhealth/meeting/d
ownload/bd773f677932425da99b7704c
7afc239?MTID=ma62eb0ffd8f8cd1deb0
19210b37d26f3. 

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT GROUP 
TidalHealth Neurology, 9714 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin, 3:15-4 p.m. Held the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month. Learn 
more: 410-641-4765, 
kay.kinnikin@tidalhealth.org. 

SHREK PARTY 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4 p.m. 
Celebrate the 25th anniversary of your 
favorite ogre with a movie, crafts and 
snacks. For families. 410-524-1818, 
worcesterlibrary.org 

BOOK CLUB @ TIDES AND VINE: ‘THE 
FOUNTAINS OF SILENCE’ BY RUTA 
SEPETYS 
Tides & Vine, 106 W. Green St., Snow 
Hill, 6 p.m. Join in for an evening of 
books and wine. Stop by the Snow Hill 
Library to pickup your book, then meet 
for a great discussion at Tides and Vine. 
Must be at least 21 years of age. 410-
632-5622 

GRIEF VIRTUAL SUPPORT GROUP 
Second Tuesday of each month, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., via virtual meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/reg-
ister/Mf9LZPTXSNuuCmHOW3WTrA#
/registration. Info: 410-629-6848, 
lora.pangratz@tidalhealth.org. 

CROSS FARMS POP-UP FARMERS  
MARKET 
Tuesdays - Flower Street Field across 
from Henry Park, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Ac-
cepting Maryland Department of Agri-
culture FMNP (WIC & Seniors) Checks 
and Maryland WIC Fruit & Vegetable 
Checks. Also offering a "Produce Bucks" 
program, which doubles purchases for 
eligible residents. https://www.face-
book.com/theberlinfarmersmarket. 

BEACH HEROES-OC 
Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up 
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round. 
Trash bags, grippers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach 
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7 
p.m. www.jw.org 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health 
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive, 
Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly 

support and education group promoting 
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-
289-4725 

OC KNITTING CLUB 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean City Branch, 10003 Coastal High-
way, 10:30 a.m. 

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE 
Tuesdays - Experienced dancers and 
others interested in watching or learning 
more are welcome, 7-9:30 p.m. No part-
ner required. Info: 
TangobytheBeach.com. 

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS 
Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th 
St., Ocean City, 5:30 p.m. Zumba with 
optional light weights. 
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com 

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS 
GROUP 
Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral, 11021 
Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m. Use the 
weight loss program/app/plan of your 
choice. Free and open to everyone. 410-
641-4882, www.htcanglican.org/activities. 

Wed., May 13 
60S TRIVIA 
Snow Hill 50plus Center, 4767 Snow 
Hill Road, 11 a.m. Reminisce about the 
groovy 1960s and compete to see who 
knows the most trivia for a far-out prize. 
410-632-5622, worcesterlibrary.org 

HOMESCHOOL HISTORY 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 12 p.m. 
Learn facts about different historical 
time periods through reading, writing 
and games. For ages 6-11 years. 410-
524-1818, worcesterlibrary.org 

PUZZLE SWAP 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1-7 p.m. Bring 
your gently used puzzles and leave with 
new-to-you puzzles. Don’t have a puzzle 
to exchange but still want one? That’s 
OK too. All puzzles must be complete in 
their original box. 410-641-0650 

DIY YOGURT 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 2 p.m. Join 
Michaela Eggers and learn the simple 
fermentation process to make tangy, 
healthy, homemade yogurt. Registration 
required: 410-957-0878 

BINGO 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m. 
Play a lively game of bingo and win fun 
prizes. 410-524-1818, 
worcesterlibrary.org 

STROKE SUPPORT GROUP 
TidalHealth Neurology, 9714 Healthway 
Drive, Berlin, 3:15-4 p.m. Held the sec-
ond Wednesday of each month. Learn 

more: 410-641-4765, betty.darby-
glime@tidalhealth.org. 

TBR JARS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m. 
Are you ready for summer reading? Cre-
ate a “To Be Read” jar of mini books. For 
families. 410-208-4014, worcesterli-
brary.org 

PAINT & SIP 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 6-8 p.m. Cost is $27. 
Wine and crackers included. For ages 18 
years and older. Register: 410-641-7052. 

PAJAMA STORY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 6:30 p.m. 
Wear your pajamas and bring your fa-
vorite stuffie to snuggle while enjoying 
stories and songs to wind down to bed-
time. For ages 0-5 years. 410-641-0650, 
worcesterlibrary.org 

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING 
Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. 
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Last Wednes-
day of the month meetings are offsite 
and information can be found on the 
website and Facebook. www.kiwaniso-
fopoc.org. 

CASH BINGO 
Wednesdays - Ocean City Elks Lodge 
2645, 13708 Sinepuxent Ave. Door open 
at 5 p.m., bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. Food 
available before bingo and at intermis-
sion. Open to the public. 443-605-5028 

ONGOING EVENTS 
BUS TRIP TO NEW YORK CITY 
Depart on May 23 from the Ocean Pines 
Community Center at 5:30 a.m. Time in 
New York City will be approximately 10 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Cost is $85 for trans-
portation only. Reservations: 410-641-
7052. 

OCEAN CITY RESTAURANT WEEK 
Explore participating restaurants offer-
ing special Restaurant Week menus, 
April 26-May 9. https://oceanci-
tyrestaurantweek.com, 410-289-6733, 
susanjones@ocvisitor.com 

ORIOLES VS. ATHLETICS BUS TRIP 
Bus trip to Camden Yards, May 10. Cost 
is $150 and includes transportation, sec-
tion 288 seating, Picnic Perch food and 
bathrooms, Family Fun Day Sunday, 
watch batting practice and Denim Crab 
Cap Gate Giveaway to first 20,000 fans. 
Depart from the Ocean Pines Commu-
nity Center at 9:30 a.m. Game time is 
1:35 p.m. Tickets: 410-641-7052. 

HISTORY-TO-GO 
Snow Hill library, 307 N. Washington 
St., throughout May. Pick up a History-
to-Go kit about Colonial gardening. In-
cludes info sheets, recommended 

Continued from Page 21

Calendar
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activities, supplies and more. Available 
at the Snow Hill Branch. 410-632-5622 

HISTORY HUNTERS BEANSTACK  

CHALLENGE 

Throughout May, pick up a field guide 
and your paper mascot from any 
Worcester County library branch, visit 
historic sites, read books and snap pic-
tures of your adventures along the way. 
Return your field guide when you’re fin-
ished or log your activities online on 
beanstack to enter the drawing for a 
prize. For families. 443-235-5597 

OC READS: ‘ISOLA’ BY ALLEGRA  

GOODMAN 

Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, May 1-31. Pick up a copy of this 
month’s read. Come in by May 30 to 
share your impressions and enter into 
the drawing to win free books. 410-524-
1818 

STAR WARS SCAVENGER HUNT 

Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
May 4-22. May the force be with you as 
you hunt down all the rebels and dis-
cover the clues to the riddle. For ages 6-
11 years. 410-208-4014 

TEEN TIME: DINOSAUR EYES 

Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
May 4-29, 3:30 p.m. Create your own di-
nosaur eye using glass eyes and air clay. 

For ages 12-18 years. 410-208-4014

TRIP TO SIGHT & SOUND

Trip to Sight & Sound in Lancaster, PA 
to see “Joshua,” on June 27, at 3 p.m. 
Cost is $200. Pay by May 15. Cash app: 
$calvarychurch8607. Sponsored by Cal-
vary United Methodist Church. Contact 
Rosie Dennis, 443-614-7518.

MARYLAND FIREFIGHTER 50/50 

FUNDRAISER 

Drawings are held every Thursday at 8 
p.m. Ticket sales open Thursdays at 
8:05 p.m. and close the following Thurs-
day at 7:59 p.m. One winner takes home 
50% of the total jackpot and the remain-
der supports the Ocean Pines Volunteer 
Fire Department. Tickets: 
https://md.5050raffle.org/give/ 
mdfire/50-50-raffles/md5050/ 
charities/ocean-pines/checkout

2025 KIWANIS LOTTERY TICKETS ON SALE 

On sale every Saturday morning at the 
Ocean Pines Farmers Market from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. One $20 ticket is good for 
all 365 drawings in 2025. Benefits the 
youth of the community.

OCEAN CITY-BERLIN ROTARY CLUB 

Meets the first and third Wednesday of 
each month at Don’s Seafood & Chop 
House at the South Gate of Ocean Pines, 
6 p.m. ocberlinrotary@gmail.com

Calendar

May 7 - 14

Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. 

    DAY/TIME                                            ADDRESS                                 BR/BA                        STYLE                   PRICE                         AGENT/AGENCY
Fri-Mon 11am-4pm     Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside, Ocean City  1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+ Condos, Towns & SF           -                  Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate   
Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm                   12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC                  2BR/2BA                    Single Family         from $284,750       Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community 
Friday 3-5pm                     119 Old Landing Road #307F, Ocean City          2BR/2BA                          Condo                    $350,000            Terri Moran/Coldwell Banker Realty 
Saturday 10am-Noon             104 William Ross Ln, Seaford, DE                3BR/2BA                     Single Family              $330,000            Kim Heaney/BHHS PenFed Realty 
Saturday 10:30am-12:30pm    12702 Coastal Hwy Unit 201, Ocean City   1BR/2BA                          Condo                    $279,999         Gregg Holland/Coldwell Banker Realty 
Saturday 11am-12:30pm     13307 Wight Street #101, Ocean City              1BR/1BA                          Condo                    $435,000         Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty 
Saturday 11am-1pm              403 14th Street Unit 13, Ocean City              4BR/3.5BA                     Townhome               $1,600,000        Sandra Dougan BHHS/PenFed Realty 
Saturday 11am-1pm            10300 Coastal Hwy #802, Ocean City             Efficiency                          Condo                    $258,900         Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate 
Saturday 11am-1pm            24811 Rivers Edge Rd, Millsboro, DE            4BR/2.5BA                   Single Family              $489,900         Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate 
Saturday 11am-1pm                 8715 Old Ocean City Rd, Berlin                   4BR/2BA                     Single Family              $439,900         Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate 
Saturday 11am-2pm               14107 Laurel Avenue, Ocean City                 4BR/2BA                     Single Family              $869,900         Claudia Gausepohl/Coastal Life Realty 
Sat & Sun, 11am-3pm              12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC                  2BR/2BA                    Single Family         from $284,750       Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community 
Saturday Noon-2pm                 71 Hingham Lane, Ocean Pines                 4BR/2.5BA                   Single Family              $599,990          Debbie Hileman/Hileman Real Estate 
Saturday Noon-2pm                  16 Juniper Court, Ocean Pines                   3BR/2BA                     Single Family              $395,900            Terri Moran/Coldwell Banker Realty 
Saturday 1-2:30 pm        10300 Coastal Highway #1808, Ocean City         2BR/2BA                          Condo                     $435,00          Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty 
Saturday 1-3pm                    201 S Heron Drive #26B, Ocean City             2BR/2.5BA                         Condo                    $574,900         Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty 
Saturday 2-4pm                           12414 Sea Oaks Lane, Berlin                   3BR/3,5BA                     Townhome                $499,900          Lauren Bunting/Keller Williams Realty 
Saturday 2:30-4:30pm                    12048 Pimlico Ln, Berlin                       3BR/2.5BA                   Single Family              $899,900         Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate 
Sunday 10am-Noon           5105 Atlantic Avenue #101, Ocean City            3BR/3BA                          Condo                  $1,190,000          Terri Moran/Coldwell Banker Realty 
Sunday 11:30am-1:30pm    204 S Heron Drive #202G, Ocean City             2BR/2BA                          Condo                    $565,000         Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty 
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HARBOUR ISLAND 
GATE ATTENDANT 
needed 10am-10pm 

Friday-Sunday 
Call Jimmer,  

240-298-0365. 

ASSISTANT MANAGER 
Full-Time, Year-Round 

COOK 
YR, Full or Pt Time 

Must be available for day, 
night or weekend shifts.  
If interested apply in  

person.  
Open daily, 11:00 a.m. 
American Legion Post 

#166,  
2308 Philadelphia Avenue 

For information call  
410-289-3166 

 

Help Wanted 
MAINTENANCE PERSON 
needed in Harbour Island. 
Flexible hours. Daytime, 

evening & weekends. Great 
job for retired person!  

Call Jimmer,  
240-298-0365. 

CLEANERS NEEDED  
Vacation rental cleaners 

needed for OC. Experience 
preferred but not required. 
OC Purifiers. Call or text 
443-397-1189 or email 
karen@ocpurifiers.com. 

MARINE TECH  
wanted for West Ocean City 
well established boat yard. 
Must have ability to service 

outboards, launch and lift out 
boats. Year-round position 

and competitive pay.  
Contact 410-213-1383. 

JOLLY ROGER 
Small Engine Mechanic & 

Ride Maintenance.  
(Must have mechanical 

knowledge) 
Technical Support &  

Installation  
(Entry level with knowledge 

of network systems) 
SEASONAL HELP: Cashiers, 

Waterpark Attendants,  
Lifeguards, Ride Operators 
Wage based on experience. 

Benefits available. 
410-289-4902 

 

 

RENTALS 

Seeking Year-Round 
Rentals!  

Call Howard Martin Realty 
410-352-5555. 

 

YR OCEAN PINES 
Nottingham Lane 

Available Immediately! 
3BR, 2BA, Central HVAC.  

All Appliances Incl. No Pets. 
$2,300 per month +  

$2,300 sec. dep.  
410-404-8851 

FOR RENT OP 
3BR, 2BA, 1,411 sq. ft. 
$2,150 per mo. + utils. 

438 Ocean Parkway 
Berlin, MD 

410-456-0272 
 

 

REAL ESTATE 

2BR, 2 Bath Mobile Home 
Minutes to the Beach.  

Bedrooms are at separate 
ends of the home offering 
privacy with lots of living 

area in the middle. Built in 
2024. $120,000.  

Lot rent is $700 a month. 
Call Howard Martin Realty, 

410-352-5555. 

FOR SALE OR RENT West 
OC Salt Life Community. 
2BR, 1BA Model Mobile 

Home. Fully furnished. New 
Pool & Community BBQ 
Area. Close to beaches, 
restaurants, nightlife and 

fishing. Will co-op w/realtor. 
Call 410-807-2515 for 

more info. 
 

COMMERCIAL 

GARAGE/CONTRACTORY 
SHOP  

24 x 24 $400/month  
12 x 24 $200/month 

Call Steve, leave message, 
410-251-3412 

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 
Downtown Berlin  

$425 month + utils.  
2 units available.  

Call 410-713-2065. 
 

2 Office/Retail Spaces  
available in West Ocean  

City. Approximately        
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.   

Call 443-497-4200 

Industrial Space 
Yard and Storage Shed.  

Approx. 10x25+/-  
Route 90/Bishopville.  
Call 443-497-4200 

FOR LEASE 
Commercial  

Retail/Office Space  
760 sq. ft.  

Village of Fenwick,  
Fenwick Island, DE.  

Call Melissa,  
410-641-1101 or Email 
Melissa@bergeycpa.com 

Commercial Space for Lease 
ONLY 1 UNIT LEFT! 

2-3 Units available, can be  
divided or joined.  

Approx. 1000 sq. ft.  
Busy major road in  

Town of Berlin.  
Call 443-880-8885 for 

more information. 
 

 

SERVICES 

LARRY’S HANDYMAN 
SERVICES No job too small, 
windows, entrance doors,  
interior doors, storm doors, 

shower doors, drywall  
repairs and paint, laminate 

floors, interior paint.  
Over 40 years of carpentry 

experience.  
Please call Larry,  
410-251-9066 

Larryandkim1954@ 
gmail.com 

 

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Advertise Your  
Summer Rentals 

410-723-6397 

www.octodaydispatch.com 

www.baysideoc.com

COMMERCIALHELP WANTED

COMMERCIAL

Call 410-723-6397 or email  
classifieds@octodaydispatch.com 

by Monday, 5 p.m.

M A R K E T P L A C E

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch & 
Bayside Gazette each week & online at  
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com
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O r d e r  Y O u r  C l a s s i f i e d s  O n l i n e !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends

OC Today-Dispatch

www.octodaydispatch.com

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $20/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

SERVICES

RENTALS

Join the Sea Colony East Maintenance Team! 
Now hiring high rise condominium/full time building 

maintenance techs. 

Great Benefit plan/paid time off! 

Apply online at troon.com/careers - company location 
Sea Colony Assoc East 

Email bethann.steele@seacolony.com or  
call 302-541-8831 for an interview

YEARLY RENTAL 
Available Immediately 
2 UNITS - Robin Dr. 

(1 furn., 1 unfurn.) 
2BR, 1BA.  

Dog friendly only.  
Ideal for 2 mature adults.  

$2,000/mo. + electric. 
Call/text 703-819-7400

THUNDERBIRD BEACH 
MOTEL  

Now Hiring  
• FT NIGHT AUDITOR 
RoomMaster exp. pref. 

Weekends required.  
Apply in person 

9am-4pm 
32nd St., Baltimore Ave.

Extended Spring & 
Summer Stays Avail. 

Utililites Included 

CONTACT US AT 
burgundyinn@gmail.com 

410-289-8581Blue Fish Restaurant & 
Sushi Bar 

EXPERIENCED  
SUSHI CHEF 

Full Time/Year Round 
Salary based on  

experience. 
Apply to 

bluefishoceancity@ 
gmail.com

Blue Fish Restaurant & 
Sushi Bar 

EXPERIENCED  
FOOD EXPO 

Full Time/Year Round 
Decorate/make sushi and 

dessert plates.  
Exp. in Expo, will train for 

our specifications. 
Apply to 

bluefishoceancity@ 
gmail.com

Blue Fish Restaurant & 
Sushi Bar 

KITCHEN HEAD CHEF  
Full Time/Year Round 
Experienced in Wok,  
Line Cook Station,  

Fryer Station and Chinese 
Rotisserie. Salary based 

on experience.  
Apply to 

bluefishoceancity@ 
gmail.com

THUNDERBIRD BEACH 
MOTEL  

Now Hiring  
PT/FT 

HOUSEKEEPING  
Apply in person 

9am-4pm 
32nd St., Baltimore Ave.

OFFICE SPACE  
FOR RENT  

Looking for space,  
comfort and great views? 

Spacious, climate- 
controlled office available, 

with use of conference 
room and reception area, 

in a modern, well- 
maintained building in 

prime Ocean City  
location.   

Call 410-524-3440 for  
appointment.

YEARLY RENTALS 
WEST OCEAN CITY 

  
PETS WELCOME 

  
2 Bedroom / 1 Bath 

Laundry on premises. 
 

877-289-1616 
www.bbapartmentsoc.com
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I BUY ALBUMS! 
410-430-5349

FOR SALE 

BACKYARD EGGS 
DUCK AND CHICKEN 

443-880-4595

YARD SALE 

GLENRIDDLE COMMUNITY 
YARD SALE

Saturday, May 16th 
8am-12pm 

YARD SALE  
Sat., 5/9 8am-1pm  

Oyster Harbor,  
10289 Broken Sound.  

100’s of pairs of jeans in all 
sizes and LOTS of jewelry. 

Everything under $5.

BOAT FOR SALE 
2007 TRIUMPH 215CC 

150 YAMAHA
Chart Plotter, GPS, Sonar, 
Fish Finder, Marine Radio, 

Trailer has 4 new tires. Fresh 
bottom paint, new batteries. 

$17,000 
HK Marine 443-235-8370

BOATS/PWC

YARD SALE

FOR SALE

Run your business 

 card in our  

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY
CALL 410-723-6397 

for pricing!

WANT TO BUY

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK
Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

SERVICES 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 

insurance - NOT just a  
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 

Dental Information Kit with 
all the details!  

1-855-337-5228  
www.dental50plus.com/ 

MDDC #6258

FOR SALE 
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 

to receive a FREE  
5-Year warranty with  
qualifying purchase.  

Call 1-855-993-0969 today to 
schedule a free quote.  

It’s not just a generator.  
It’s a power move. 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 

Call Today and Get The  
Latest iPhone Every Year  

On Us! 855-977-5719 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get DISH Satellite TV +  

Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 

Limited Time Up To $600 In 
Gift Cards. Call Today!  

1-855-407-6870 

REAL ESTATE 
We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step 

process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid.  

Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 

1-866-541-7929 

Advertise in MDDC 410-723-6397

BUDGET MOVERS 
443-664-5797 

LOCAL & EAST COAST MOVING
Full Packing Service

Piano Movers - Full Service
www.facebook.com/OCBudgetMovers

SERVICES

disyab.w.ww w moc.coed
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BaysideOC.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTORY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Time to schedule and complete before Memorial Day!

We accept MC/Visa 
Ken Walsh 301-776-7249 • (410) 641-3762

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DECKS
Decks • Patios • Sitting Walls 
Walkways • Paver Driveways

Licensed Insured

Need a FREE Estimate? Give us a call!
Family-owned & Operated for 30+ Years

410.390.1499 • ShorePatiosAndDecks.com

DECKS

Complete Home Improvement Contractor

• Licensed and  
   Fully Insured  
• Free Estimates  
• Locally Owned 
• Cleaning Specials  
• Roofing  
• Maintenance

* NOW OFFERING * 
DISPOSAL ROLLOFF SERVICE
Quick Reliable  Service 7 Days A Week
Clean Up Crews Available • 15 & 20 Yard 410.713.8599

MHIC#95214

HOME IMPROVEMENT

EVANS BROTHERS

410-984-4938
Decks / Screen Rooms  / Wood / Composite 

Windows / Siding 
Bathroom / Kitchen Remodels 

Flooring Hardwood / LVP 
Ceramic Tiles

FREE Estimates • Licensed And Insured   
MHIC #52065

HOME IMPROVEMENT

mental health

Island Care Mental Health
Mary Deborah Wilson 

PMHNP 
Avoid the Delays

Medication & Therapy 
MD DE Lic.     410-641-5190

MENTAL HEALTH

  

  

ovement”roImpr
for Home 

oday!To1

ovement Design & Bert

H O M E I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans
Administration 

Approved Contractor
  

  

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

  

  

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mobile Oil Changes
& Repairs

443-373-7664
FREED MOTOR COMPANY

AUTOMOTIVE

ELECTRICIAN

Pr 16:3

Residential 
Commercial 

667-266-0209

Licensed 
and Insured

MD0#35112 
DE-#T1-0017133

ELECTRICIAN

THE

HANDY BEACHMAN
Exterior Home Repairs

“WE DO IT ALL”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • MHIC 17433 
“A Family Tradition Since 1935”

410-893-9707

• Roofing Repairs
• Roof Cleaning

• Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing •
• Deck Repairs •

• Rain Gutters
• Gutter Guards

• Screening
• Painting

• Staining
• Caulking

PARRISH

Phil Parrish Pat Parrish

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Atlantic Landscaping
and More

Call or Text for Free Estimates & Questions!

410-713-9159

Property Management • Lawn Care  
Gutter Cleaning • Shrub Trimming • Power Washing 

Leaf Removal • Hauling Services • Painting
Stone & Gravel • Mulching • Cleaning • Trailer Storage
Shed Demolition • Stump Grinding • Dump Trailer Rental
House/Shed/Garage Clean-outs • Home Watch Service 

Pet Sitting/Dog Walking & More

Zelle Accepted

LANDSCAPING

D E N TA LDENTAL

LANDSCAPING
Lawncare, Landscaping & Hardscapes 

• Spring Cleanup 
• Brush Removal 
• Hauling 
• Mulch 
• Planting 
• Driveway Seal Coating 
• Patio & Walkway  
• Custom Landscape 

FREE ESTIMATES 
410-430-7543MHIC #12398     MDA #30202

Sh
orescapes

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

TRADITIONAL HANDYMAN SERVICES
MHIC  #127296 

SPRING CLEANUPS & MOWING
BATHROOM / KITCHEN 
WINDOW & DOORS 
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR CARPENTRY 

PAINTING 
FLOORING  
SMALL JOBS & MORE 
CALL 410-999-4998

HANDYMAN

cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES
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DIRECTORY

ROOFING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement  
Specialist Since 1989

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946 
9240 Peerless Rd. • Bishopville, MD

mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com •  www.shoresidingmd.com

ROOFING & SIDING

ROOFING • SIDING • DURADEK • WINDOWS • GUTTERS

*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

ROOFINGPRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services

PRINTING & DESIGNPLUMBING

“Serving Our Coastal 
Communities With Pride!”

* Water Heaters * Water Heater Repairs 
* Faucet Replacements * Toilet Replacements  

* Garbage Disposals And More! 

www.localplumbingcompany.net

MD (410) 726.0513

PLUMBING

410-430-3490 • LMSPlumbingandgas.com

Plumbing  
and Gas, LLC 

MD 62495 • DE 13060 •  Insured

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

We do it all from   
ground work to  
rough in to final 
trim & fixtures.

We Install:  
Faucets/Sinks • Showers/Tubs/Toilets 

Water Heaters • Water/Sewer Lines  
Winterization Packages • Repairs

PLUMBINGPAVING

Harrison Paving Co.

Established 1954

NRHarrisonpaving.com 
410-742-0359 MHIC# 1516

PAVING

Nick French • 443-783-8255 
Nfrenchti@gmail.com

PIANO TUNINGPIANO TUNING

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING
• DRYWALL REPAIRS
• WALLPAPER REMOVED
• DECK & HOUSE
  STAINING
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NOW ACCEPTING
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing
Interior & Exterior

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PAINTINGPAINTINGMVA LICENSED
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Life doesn’t schedule 
sick days. 
Most locations are open seven days a week to help you feel 
better faster, with convenient options to walk in or reserve 
your spot online.

tidalhealth.org/getcarenow

TidalHealth 
Immediate Care

Laurel
30549 Sussex Highway
Laurel, DE 19956

Seaford
8472 Herring Run Road
Seaford, DE 19973

TidalHealth 
Urgent Care

Cambridge
300 Sunburst Highway
Cambridge, MD 21613

North Salisbury
2425 N. Salisbury Blvd.
Salisbury, MD 21801

Ocean City
1001 Philadelphia Ave.
Ocean City, MD 21842

Pocomoke City
1511 Ocean Highway
Pocomoke City, MD 21851

South Salisbury
1135 S. Salisbury Blvd.
Salisbury, MD 21801
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