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Members of the Joseph A. Ferko String Band are pictured on Main Street during the Maryland State Firefighters Association parade, which was held
in Berlin for the first time ever last Saturday. See more photos on page 16.

Police recruiting incentives OK’d

Town to use salary savings
to issue retention bonuses
as temporary measure

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 25, 2026) The Berlin Town
Council this week authorized the use
of up to $118,000 in police depart-
ment salary savings to fund retention
bonuses for current officers and re-
cruitment incentives for new hires to
remain competitive with neighboring

WE BUY GOLD & SILVER

Kozma Jewelry & Coins

law enforcement agencies.

The funding comes from a pro-
jected surplus in the Berlin Police De-
partment’s fiscal year 2026 salary
account, created by four vacant offi-
cer positions. Police Chief Howard
Drewer told council members Mon-
day night that the proposal would not
require any additional town funding.
The project is intended as a tempo-
rary measure while officials work to-
ward a long-term compensation
strategy.

“We request to reinvest a portion

of the existing salary savings back
into the workforce,” Drewer said.
“This is a Band-Aid; this is not a fix.”
According to a staff report recom-
mending the program, approximately
$118,000 remains in the salary ac-
count after all projected payroll obli-
gations through the end of the fiscal
year have been satisfied. Drewer ini-
tially proposed using $100,000 of
that amount for retention bonuses
and $10,000 for recruitment incen-

tives.
See BERLIN Page 3
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Bertino out?
Green, Taylor
win districts

(June 25, 2026) Worcester County
voters dethroned three incumbents,
reelected two others and added a for-
mer school superintendent to the
board in Tuesday’s primary elections
for county commissioner.

Leading the charge to create a pro-
public education majority on the
seven-member board of commission-
ers was Lou Taylor, who defeated
Sherri Clifford 601 votes to 267 in the
District 6 Republican primary. Tay-
lor, who retired as the county’s school
superintendent last year, has no op-
position in the fall’s general election.

The only Republican winner Tues-
day who will have a challenger in No-
vember could be Joseph Schanno,
who appears to have dislodged Com-
missioner Chip Bertino 396-331. Ab-
sentee votes have yet to be counted,
but the winner will face Vicky Wal-
lace (D) in the general election.

In District 4, Steve Green knocked
off incumbent Ted Elder 409 votes to
241. Placing third in that Republican
race was former commissioner Virgil
Shockley with 165 votes.

Incumbent Eric Fiori withstood a
challenge from Tim VanVonno, col-
lecting 498 votes to VanVonno’s 368,
in District 3 while in District 2, De-
mocrats went for Roxie Dennis over
incumbent Diana Purnell, 314 votes
to 194. In District 1, Republican vot-
ers gave incumbent Caryn Abbott 473
votes to 283 for Laura Morrison and
105 for Shaun Shockley.

Voter turnout in some districts
was down as compared to the ballot
count in the 2022 primary. Ocean
Pines saw a 27% drop in Republican
primary voting totals as compared to
2022.
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Berlin police hope retention bonuses help

Continued from Page 1

The department’s retention pro-
gram will apply to nine current non-
exempt employees. Participating
officers will be required to sign an
agreement committing to remain em-
ployed with the Berlin Police Depart-
ment through July 1, 2027
Employees who voluntarily leave be-
fore that date would be required to
repay based on the provisions out-
lined in the agreement.

Drewer said the department’s
starting salary, recently increased by
5%, now sits at $64,600 annually.
However, he noted that several sur-
rounding law enforcement agencies
have raised starting salaries up to
$70,000 and above.

“Alot of the agencies in the region
around us have increased their
salaries into the $70,000 range,”
Drewer said. “... If we continue to fall
behind in these areas, we will con-
tinue to lose people.”

The chief said the department lost
four officers over the past year. He
added that retaining existing person-
nel remains a greater challenge than
recruiting new ones.

“Berlin does not have a recruit-
ment problem,” Drewer said. “We
have two right now that we are look-
ing at bringing on board here in the
next couple weeks. We're getting

them into the door. We, like many
agencies, have a retention problem.”

The proposal also includes
$10,000 in recruitment incentives for
two Maryland-certified police officer
candidates currently undergoing the
hiring process. Under the plan, each
candidate would receive a one-time
$5,000 incentive payment upon suc-
cessful appointment.

Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall said
maintaining adequate staff levels is a
problem in all factions of public
safety.

“This is a common theme we're
hearing in public safety as a whole,”
Tyndall said. “... The labor pool is
tight. It’s difficult to recruit police of-
ficers.”

Tyndall noted that the salary sur-
plus exists because existing officers
have worked additional shifts to
cover vacancies.

“When you’re looking at the vacan-
cies that led to this budgeted salary
surplus, there’s a lot behind that,” he
said. “You have a team that has dou-
bled down and worked hard and
filled in all those gaps of four people.”

Councilman Jay Knerr asked
whether Drewer anticipated neigh-
boring agencies continuing to raise
salaries.

“I think yes,” Drewer replied. “Do
I think it’s going to continue into next

iy
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year? That has yet to be seen.”

Drewer noted that some jurisdic-
tions will likely struggle to sustain in-
creases in compensation due to a
limited tax base.

“Three of the departments that
significantly increased outside of the
county, I don’t think they have the tax
base that will be able to continue to
support that,” he said. “One of those
being Salisbury. It’s going to be hard
for them to continue that pace.”

Tyndall emphasized that the pro-
posal is a temporary measure and not
a long-term salary solution.

“It’s a one-time bonus,” he said.
“As Drewer said, it’s a Band-Aid. It
gets us through FY27. It does not in-
crease salaries long term, although
that is something we’re going to need
to take a real hard look at.”

Councilmember Steve Green ques-

tioned why the town would limit the
program to $100,000 when approxi-
mately $118,000 was available. He
added that retaining a reliable police
force is beneficial to the town’s com-
munity spirit, as well as public safety
efforts.

“When we know the officer and we
see them at events and can wave to
them, it means a lot,” Green said. “I
would support the total $118,000.”

Drewer responded that depart-
ment leaders wanted to maintain a fi-
nancial cushion but would be open to
using the entire surplus balance.

The council ultimately approved a
motion allowing the department to
use up to $118,000 from the FY26
salary surplus for the retention and
recruitment initiative. The vote was
unanimous with Vice President Dean
Burrell absent.
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Two file for Berlin’s October council election

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 25, 2026) Berlin’s municipal
election takes shape as two residents
have announced their plans to run for
seats that will be on the ballot this fall.

Berlin's Oct. 6 Town Council elec-
tion will determine who will fill the
three seats up for grabs on the munic-
ipality's five-person governing team.
These include those currently belong-
ing to Vice President Dean Burrell
(District 4), Steve Green (District 1),
and Jay Knerr (Councilman At-Large).

So far, two candidates have filed.
Knerr, an incumbent, has said he is
campaigning for reelection to the at-
large position, while resident Tony
Weeg is running for Burrell’s District 4
seat. Burrell is stepping down from his
post at the conclusion of this term.

Those elected to the Town Council
each serve four-year terms, staggered
among the members.

Weeg, the founder of the nonprofit
We Heart Berlin, is running for the
Berlin Council for the third time. His
first attempt to break into the group
was during a special election in 2020,
after Thom Gulyas relocated and va-
cated the at-large seat. Weeg failed to
secure enough votes, losing to Knerr,
the top vote-getter.

Weeg campaigned in 2022 to repre-
sent District 4, but lost to Burrell. He
is again seeking election to the coun-
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cil’s District 4 seat. Weeg noted that
Burrell has provided his blessing on
the potential newcomer’s candidacy.

Weeg, who relocated to Berlin in
2018, said that he is excited about the
prospect of serving his community.

The council hopeful notes that he
can provide a fresh perspective to the
Berlin Town Council with a focus on
effective technology and communica-
tion methods. With his background in
software development, Weeg created
an information hub for quick access to
past decisions during council meet-
ings.

“One of the things I had over the
winter ... I made a system that ingested
basically all the way from 2016 all the
way up until now,” he said. “All of our
historic meetings, planning commis-
sion meetings, our council meetings,
our zoning appeal meetings, I put
them into an Al system. I extracted the
decisions, votes, and who voted for
what, and created searchable, AI-dri-
ven data we can use during a meeting.
Someday, someone can ask this sys-
tem, ‘Hey, when we made this decision
in December 2024, what was the out-
come?’ So we'll have a living memory
system of meetings we can always refer
to.”

When considering the town’s most
pressing concerns, Weeg said the
council will eventually need to address
the stalled tax rate.
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The municipality's current property
tax rate is $0.8275 per $100 of as-
sessed value, despite Berlin Mayor
Zack Tyndall’s plea to bump the fee by
1.25 cents during the most recent
budget season.

While Weeg maintains he is not in
favor of raising taxes, he questions why
the sitting council has retained the cur-
rent rate even though staff has empha-
sized a financial need for minimal
increases.

“I am not for raising taxes,” Weeg
said. “I am for making the town run
more efficiently with what we’ve got. I
feel that if the current and former keep
saying we need to raise them, then why
didn’t they? Why did they pass the
buck to future councils?”

He added that the council should
begin considering the tax rate at the
start of each fiscal year rather than two
months before adoption.

Additionally, Weeg has said his pri-
orities are to preserve the east side of
town from development encroach-
ment and advocate for more cross-
walks throughout the municipal limits.
Specifically, the candidate intends to
push for a more “human-sized” solu-
tion to pedestrian and bicycle safety.

The municipality has discussed a
possible bridge over Route 113 to con-
nect the east side of Berlin to down-
town, as the highway currently makes
it nearly impossible for those without

Call 443-256-4871 Today for more information or
to schedule a visit to our on-site showroom.

cars to travel between the two. Weeg
maintains that an interconnected
crosswalk system would be more ac-
cessible for those who walk or use bi-
cycle transportation.

One of Weeg’s more ambitious proj-
ects is spearheading a “junior council-
man" program. The initiative would
allow residents interested in govern-
ment to shadow sitting representa-
tives, in the hope that the experience
would encourage them to run for of-
fice.

Weeg currently works as a photog-
rapher and videographer, as well as in
software development.

In addition to Weeg, Knerr has an-
nounced he is campaigning for reelec-
tion to the at-large position.

Knerr ran for the seat in 2020 fol-
lowing Gulyas’ resignation. After fin-
ishing out Gulyas's remaining two
years, Knerr won re-election in 2022
and has now filed for the 2026 election
cycle.

Knerr said that during his six years
on the council, he is especially proud
of the group’s commitment to a steady
tax rate while maintaining necessary
town services, advancing development
and community-based projects, and
making continuous efforts to ensure
Berlin holds on to its unique historic
character.

Knerr highlighted the council's ef-

See KNERR Page 7
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School personnel explain college readiness

System staff present how
students are deemed ready
for life beyond graduation

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 25, 2026) School personnel
last week outlined the various av-
enues students may take in high
school to demonstrate readiness for
college, careers, or other postsec-
ondary pathways.

On June 16, Worcester County
Public Schools Coordinator of Ac-
countability and Assessment Jen Mc-
Dowell and Coordinator of Research
and Student Information Systems
Tom Hamill presented to the school
board on how students can be con-
sidered college- and career-ready,
per state guidelines.

College- and career-ready (CCR)
means that students have demon-
strated they can succeed in entry-
level college courses or
postsecondary training.

WCPS Superintendent Annette
Wallace maintained that her team
asked for the presentation because
the state of Maryland had adjusted
CCR requirements over the past few
years.

“[We] felt it was important for the
public and board to hear specifics

THE PUNCTUAL PLUMBER

around college and career readi-
ness,” she said.

McDowell said that currently,
high schoolers can reach CCR status
“through multiple pathways.”

These include achieving a high
enough GPA with proficient math ac-
ademic performance, scores on math
and English benchmarks, Advanced
Placement exams, or state-approved
industry credentials.

School officials initially assess
where each student falls at the end of
their sophomore year. The preferred
route to reach CCR is to have a cu-
mulative 3.0 GPA at the conclusion
of gth and 10th grade, along with
math mastery through either an A, B,
or C in Algebra I or a designation of
proficient or above on the Algebra I
state assessment.

If the student is not considered
CCR through the GPA and math
mastery pathway, they may instead
reach CCR by being deemed profi-
cient on the state ELA 10 test and
scoring greater than or equal to 530
on the SAT math section, the PSAT
math section, or by achieving high
marks on ACT math.

“They can use those scores, but
they don’t have to be the same as-
sessment,” McDowell said. “If the
student has not met CCR with GPA
and math mastery, then we’ll look to

see if at the end of tenth grade, then
we see if they've made it with these
assessments.”

McDowell said that if a student is
not considered college- and career-
ready through GPA and math scores
or the assessment pathway, school
personnel will create a plan to propel
the learner toward the CCR designa-
tion.

Teachers and administrators will
offer guidance so the student can
achieve a high enough GPA by the
end of their junior year, as well as a
proficient grade in a math class. The
high schooler may also be considered
CCR by taking dual-enrollment
courses that earn them college credit
before graduation.

“They could pursue some dual en-
rollment, AP exams, or industry cre-
dentials,” McDowell said. “At the end
of 11th grade, we will look at their
GPA, just their one-year GPA. And
then that math mastery of either an
A, B, or C in a high school math
course at any point in high school.
They could also receive the CCR
recognition through dual enrollment
or dual credit. They would have to
get a C or better in a math course
plus an ELA, science, or social stud-
ies [class] to be able to get that dual
enrollment CCR recognition.”

According to Hamill, college- and

HEA]THG & AIR COHDMOHIHG 5

Time...Or You Don't Pay A Dime!

career-ready guidelines have under-
gone a few iterations. When the pro-
gram was introduced about a decade
ago, there were roughly 15 ways a
student could become CCR-certified.

A few years later, the state moved
to a strictly assessment-based CCR
identification process. Now, Mary-
land uses various GPA and exam
pathways to determine whether a
student will excel in their postsec-
ondary endeavors.

Hamill gave the board of educa-
tion statistics on how many WCPS
students are deemed college- and ca-
reer-ready by graduation.

Of the class of 2025, 78.4% re-
ceived their CCR designation. About
81% of the class of 2024, when the
current standards were first applied,
were considered college- and career-
ready. Hamill said that of the 2026
outgoing seniors, over 98% are col-
lege-ready and career-ready.

Hamill compared these figures to
2023, when one of the last graduat-
ing classes was under the assess-
ment-only based CCR framework. Of
these students, only 4.89% of stu-
dents earned CCR recognition.

However, Hamill said that data
show that, of the class of 2023, de-
spite low CCR achievement, 43% of
those students enrolled in a four-

See SCHOOLS Page 7
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Public hearing on county’s
comp plan slated for July 9

Residents encouraged to
provide comments on the
revisions before adoption

(June 25, 2026) The Worcester
County Planning Commission will
host a public hearing on the 2026
Comprehensive Plan. Residents are
encouraged to attend and share their
perspectives on future growth and
development. The hearing will take
place July 9 at 1 p.m. in the Worces-
ter County Government Center in
Snow Hill.

The Comprehensive Plan serves
as Worcester County’s long-range
roadmap, guiding decisions related
to land use, housing, transportation,
environmental protection, infra-
structure, and economic develop-
ment. The current update is the first
comprehensive revision since March
2006, with amendments in 2010 and
2011.

“Following years of public out-
reach, community meetings, sur-
veys, stakeholder engagement, and
work sessions with the County Com-
missioners, the Planning Commis-
sion is now presenting a final draft
plan for public review and com-
ment,” Development Review and
Permitting Director Jennifer Keener
said. “The Planning Commission has
made edits to the plan that reflect
State comments and public feedback
on several topics important to the
community.”

Among the key updates are revi-
sions to the Housing Chapter to re-

Schools push for
dual enrollment

Continued from Page 6

year college upon graduation. 32% of
that class went to a two-year institu-
tion and later transferred to a four-
year program, and 25% went to a
two-year community college.

“We had about two-thirds of that
graduating class go to college despite
only 5% being considered college and
career ready,” Hamill said.

Wallace added that dual enroll-
ment is tied to the school system’s
CCR program. The superintendent
noted that a goal of WCPS is for
every student to take at least one
dual-enrollment course so they may
earn college credits before they grad-
uate high school.

Hamill said that in the class of
2026, about 329 graduates took at
least one dual-enrollment class.

“Back in 2023, the number was
216,” he said. “Each one of our co-
horts is more and more taking ad-
vantage of the opportunities we’re
offering them.”

flect new State guidance on fair
housing and the Land Use Chapter
to modify the County’s approach to
the E-1 District.

Following the July 9 public hear-
ing, the Planning Commission will
consider any additional comments
received and may recommend fur-
ther revisions before forwarding the
draft plan to the County Commis-
sioners. The County Commissioners
will then conduct a separate public
hearing before considering formal
adoption of the plan. The date of that
hearing has not yet been scheduled
and will be announced at a later
time.

The draft Comprehensive Plan is
available for review at www.worces-
termd.gov/comprehensive-plan.

Knerr, Weeg declare candidacy

Continued from Page 4

forts last year to sell the former, dilap-
idated chicken-processing plant at
Heron Park to developer Palmer Gillis.
The initiative to transform the derelict
site into a commercial property is
moving forward.

Furthermore, the governing team
reinvigorated efforts to build a com-
munity center and has secured $1.4
million for conceptual plans and pre-
construction work.

“That’s a project that has been going
nowhere for years and years and years
until this mayor and council took the
initiative to start moving it forward,”
he said.

Knerr outlined some priorities he
hopes to address.

Those concerns include striking a
balance between year-round residents'
interests and remaining a lively tourist
destination, as well as continuing to

grow without sacrificing the small-
town aesthetic.

“We fought off the big developers,
we don’t see sprawl,” Knerr said. “... I
think one of the biggest projects is pro-
tecting our neighborhoods' commu-
nity and character. We don’t want this
massive growth to spread. It would not
serve our town well.”

The incumbent also hopes to con-
tinue securing grants to address aging
infrastructure, roads, and sidewalk
maintenance, ensure the police de-
partment is fully staffed and equipped,
and maintain a stable tax rate.

Knerr is originally from Massachu-
setts. He moved to the Eastern Shore
in the 1980s and settled in Berlin in
2000. He is a longtime business owner
of the Ocean City Kite Loft and has
served on the Ocean City Chamber of
Commerce and the TidalHealth At-
lantic Board of Trustees.
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Property rezoning
paves way for new
antique business

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(June 19, 2026) The Worcester
County Commissioners this week ap-
proved a commercial rezoning for a
Snow Hill storage building after con-
cluding county officials likely made a
mistake when they downzoned the
property to agricultural use in 1992.

The commissioners 5-2 vote re-
versed their 2023 denial of the re-
quest. Supporters of the rezoning
said that testimony showed county
officials had mistakenly swept an ac-
tive commercial property into a
broader agricultural downzoning.

“I contend the baby got thrown out
with the bathwater,” said attorney
Hugh Cropper, arguing on behalf of
property owner Amy Kelly. She has
been fighting to open a consignment
and antique shop, Black Water
Relics, on the Market Street property.

Cropper said county staffers had
spent months reviewing records and
compiling a lengthy report on the re-
zoning, but overlooked a simpler
source: the neighbors.

Cropper said he’d searched land
records, found out who’d lived there
decades ago, and reached out.

"It was a two-second call," he said.
"I said, 'What was there in 1992?' He
said, 'T remember it well."

The man he reached was Tom Ay-
delotte, who grew up in a house adja-
cent to the property and lived there
30 years. At the June 16 hearing, he
testified that the structure was used
to store World War II aircraft parts
for a distribution business when the
county conducted its 1992 rezoning.

Aydelotte recalled seeing the
11,000-square-foot warehouse
packed chock-a-block with the husks
of old warplanes, many still riddled
with bullet holes. “It'll blow your
mind how full it was,” he said.

Commissioner Eric Fiori, who had
opposed the rezoning during earlier
stages of the dispute, said the addi-
tional testimony presented Tuesday
ultimately changed his mind.

"I was outspoken against this,"
said Fiori (District 3, West Ocean
City). "Although the purchaser
should have done some more re-
search, in this particular case, there
was enough evidence presented for

me to change my mind. ... It is a mis-
take."
Commissioners President Ted

Elder said officials were under the
impression there was “no business
going on” when zoning changes were
considered in 1989.

“There was an actual commercial
business going on there at that time.
That is what I think is the reason we
should really consider this,” said
Elder (District 4, Western).

The decision caps a three-year dis-
pute that wound its way through
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Worcester County officials agreed to rezone this Market Street property in Snow Hill from agricul-
tural to commercial after its owners took their case to Maryland’s second-highest court. The ap-
pellate judges sent the case back to the county commissioners. Its owner plans to open a

consignment and antiques shop.

County reverses rezoning ruling

Worcester County Circuit Court and
the Appellate Court of Maryland be-
fore returning to the commissioners
for a second court-ordered public
hearing.

Property owner Amy Kelly pur-
chased the .78-acre parcel and its
bunker-like warehouse in 2023 with
plans to open a second Black Water
Relics antique store in Snow Hill. Be-
fore she could move forward, how-
ever, the property had to be rezoned
from agricultural to commercial.

Worcester County’s planning com-
mission unanimously recommended
approval of the request, but the com-
missioners rejected it later that year.

Under state law, a property owner
seeking a rezoning must show the
original zoning was based on a factual
mistake, not simply argue that offi-
cials exercised poor judgment.

Kelly appealed the denial and,
through her attorney, argued that
county officials made a factual mis-
take in 1992 when they rezoned the
property as agricultural despite its
long history of commercial use.

In court, Cropper said the county
had wrongly assumed the 75-year-old
building was a farm shed, despite

records showing it had operated as a
grocery and was later used for pro-
duce storage.

A Worcester County Circuit Court
judge later vacated the commission-
ers' decision, finding they failed to ex-
plain their reasoning in public. The
Appellate Court of Maryland agreed
in February and sent the matter back
for further review.

That ruling sent the case back to
the commissioners for Tuesday's re-
hearing. The courts never weighed in
on whether the rezoning itself was
correct, only whether the commis-
sioners had adequately justified their
original denial.

Kelly already operates a Black
Water Relics store in Pocomoke City.
Renovations can now move forward
at the Snow Hill location, though she
must still obtain permits before open-
ing the business.

"Obviously we're very pleased with
the outcome and we're thankful to
the commissioners for holding a
brand-new public hearing," Cropper
said.

"We think they carefully consid-
ered it and they made the right deci-
sion."
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County reallocates millions
in surplus to future projects

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(June 19, 2026) Worcester County
ended up with a $30 million surplus
from its fiscal 2025 budget year, the
result of what officials described as
lower spending and increased rev-
enues.

The entire amount isn’t free to
spend. More than $8.6 million al-
ready had been earmarked for exist-
ing initiatives. That left the county to
spend about $21 million on educa-
tion, public works, and parks proj-
ects.

Commissioner Caryn Abbott made
the motion at last Tuesday’s meeting
to approve the proposed surplus as-
signments. Without any discussion,
the motion passed 4-3. Abbott, Chip
Bertino, Jim Bunting, and Ted Elder
voted in favor and Eric Fiori, Joe
Mitrecic, and Diana Purnell voted in
opposition.

Budget officer Lynn Wright told
the county commissioners Tuesday
that the surplus resulted from rev-
enues that exceeded projections and
below-budget expenditures. She also
noted the surplus figure could change
slightly once the county's audit is fi-
nalized.

Wright said $13.9 million is from
higher-than-expected revenue from
income tax, property taxes, recre-
ation fees, transfer taxes, room tax,
and interest earnings. Other revenue
came from a contract with US Mar-
shals, which pays the county to house
detainees at the jail.

Wright also said $15.8 million
came from spending being lower in
the areas of salaries and benefits, op-
erating accounts, and capital equip-
ment. She said this reflects a
combination of vacant positions, de-
layed purchases, and other budgeted
costs that ended up lower than antic-
ipated.

Because the county’s budget must
be balanced, a surplus always has to
land somewhere.

Commissioners approved putting
the $21 million toward school con-
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struction, road repairs, public safety
upgrades, and a new library in
Pocomoke City. No surplus money
will be spent on personnel or salaries.

Of the 68 projects approved for
surplus spending, 32 had already
been on the county’s to-do list. An-
other 36 projects came in as new re-
quests.

The majority of spending is for
school construction, public safety
infrastructure, as well as public
works-led projects that will serve
multiple county departments and
facilities.

Topping the surplus spending list
are two school projects: $5.5 million
for a roof replacement at Worcester
Technical High School and $4.8 mil-
lion for the rebuild of Buckingham
Elementary School.

The list also includes $4.2 million
for the new Pocomoke City library
branch, $2.3 million for radio equip-
ment, and about $2 million toward
design of the new Berlin Intermediate
School.

Rounding out the Top 10 projects
are HVAC upgrades to the county’s
recreation center ($1.9 million), var-
ious paving projects ($1.7 million),
expansion of the fire training center
($1.7 million), pipe replacement on
Unionville Road ($1.5 million) and
replacement of the outdoor warning
siren ($1.4 million).

County Administrator Weston
Young said the surplus reveal is the
result of what he called a conservative
budget process.

“It’s a real good problem to have,”
he said. “We’re not using one-time
money to grow government. We're
trying to make sure it fixes a lot of
stuff across the spectrum.”

Young also said the surplus reveal
took months longer than usual be-
cause the county has been working
with a new auditing firm.

He also expects the county to re-
turn to a regular auditing schedule,
which means the surplus from fiscal
year 2026 will be ready to announce
this fall.
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Wallace blasts county for budget reductions

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 19, 2026) County Superin-
tendent of Schools Annette Wallace
last week accused a majority of the
Worcester County Commissioners of
misleading residents about who is to
blame for nearly $2.8 million in re-
ductions to student programs in the
educational system’s fiscal year 2027
budget.

During Tuesday’s Worcester
County Board of Education meeting,
Wallace delivered a lengthy and im-
passioned statement defending the
school board’s recent decision to cut
certain budget items and criticizing
commissioners who voted to give the
district less funding than it requested.

“I felt compelled to once again ad-
dress misinformation that continues
to be circulated regarding the fiscal
budget year 2027 and the difficult re-
ductions that resulted from actions
taken by the Worcester County Com-
missioners,” Wallace said. “The facts
matter.”

The comments come after the
board unanimously approved $2.8
million in spending reductions to bal-
ance its budget following a vote earlier
this month by the county commis-
sioners.

On June 2, the commissioners
voted 4-3 to provide the school system

with $134.2 million in county funding,
about $2.8 million less than what the
board had requested. In response, on
June 3, the school system administra-
tion cut funding for dual enrollment
courses, technology upgrades, behav-
ioral support initiatives, summer pro-

grams, instructional materials,
maintenance projects, and other ex-
penses.

Wallace said commissioners had
publicly outlined which portions of
the school system’s request they in-
tended to fund and which they would
not.

Reading from the list discussed
during the commissioner’s June 2
budget meeting, Wallace said that the
county officials approved funding for
negotiated salary increases for teach-
ers and support staff, bus contractor
rate increases, health insurance costs,
pension obligations, substitute pay in-
creases, and bus attendants.

She then listed items she said com-
missioners opted not to fund, includ-
ing pre-kindergarten positions in
Pocomoke, dual enrollment, technol-
ogy upgrades, an additional RISE be-
havioral support program for
elementary school students, summer
school, instructional materials, and
teacher recertification costs.

“Their motion was explicit,” Wal-
lace said. “They approved funding for

SHUFFLEBOARDS @ DARTS © MERCH ANt MORE..}

GREAT BEER

GREAT MUSIC
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the things I just read. They did not ap-
prove funding for the remaining com-
ponents of the board of education’s
budget request.”

Wallace argued that criticisms that
the board voluntarily cut student pro-
grams is inaccurate, because the
board had no choice but to reduce
FY27 expenditures after the commis-
sioners decided not to fully fund the
school budget.

“The [education] board’s June 3
actions did not create the budget
shortfall,” she said. “Their actions ad-
dressed it.”

Wallace also reported that several
parents had contacted school person-
nel after receiving communications
that suggested the board was respon-
sible for eliminating student services.

The superintendent said that the
commissioners have attempted to
spin the narrative to claim that the
school board, not the commissioner
majority, bears responsibility for the
absence of funding in some areas.

“[The commissioners] are pur-
posefully trying to obscure these facts
in emails back to parents,” she said.
“...Unfortunately, we're now seeing at-
tempts by the commissioner majority
to suggest that this board and the re-
ductions affecting dual enrollment,
summer programs, and other student
services were made by this board.
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That is not true. It is simply not true.”

Wallace named Commissioners
Caryn Abbott, Chip Bertino, Jim
Bunting, and Ted Elder as the parties
responsible for the underfunded pro-
grams and budget.

“The [school] board did not vote to
reduce these programs because it be-
lieved the reductions were good,” she
said. “The board was forced to identify
reductions because Commissioners
Abbott, Bertino, Bunting, and Elder
voted against funding those items in
the budget. Public officials are entitled
to defend their votes. They’re entitled
to explain their reasoning.

“But stand on business. If you
voted for it, be honest... [Public offi-
cials] are not entitled to rewrite the
history that’s been recorded and re-
ceipts kept online during their meet-
ings.”

The superintendent also ques-
tioned the local government’s finan-
cial  priorities, noting  that
commissioners had recently an-
nounced a $29 million surplus for the
county.

Wallace argued that this excessive
amount of unused county dollars con-
tradicts the commissioner’s decision
to give the school system less money
than it sought.

“Our school system budget for the

See SCHOOL Page 13
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SNOW HILL MURAL

BRIAN SHANE/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Muralist Olga Deshields (right) and Dawn Tara (right) continued their work last Tuesday on a com-
munity mural for the Maryland’s Coast building on Green Street in Snow Hill.

School leader addresses cuts

Continued from Page 12

last fiscal year was cut by over $2 mil-
lion,” Wallace said. “That leaves me
with a lot of unanswered questions.”

One area the board chose to protect
despite the commissioner’s vote
against it was the pre-kindergarten
program at Pocomoke Elementary
School.

Wallace said eliminating the PES
pre-K classes would have dispropor-
tionately harmed students in one of
the county’s most vulnerable commu-
nities.

“Cutting opportunities for three-
and four-year-olds in the most vulner-
able area of our community just does-
n’t align with my values and doesn't
align with the values of this board,”
she said.

To preserve the program, the
school system opted not to fill a va-
cant executive-level position immedi-
ately.

She added that this move will place
more work on the remainder of the
administrative team, but said the bur-

den is worth it to maintain what she
described as a vital student service.

The superintendent also refer-
enced the upcoming primary election
in which three of the commissioners
who voted against the education
board’s budget request, Bertino, Ab-
bott, and Elder, are seeking reelec-
tion.

“Those who seek the privilege of
holding another term should expect
their constituents to hold them ac-
countable for the decisions they make
and the consequences those decisions
carry,” Wallace said.

Tuesday’s meeting coincided with
the last day of school for WCPS. Wal-
lace praised teachers, support staff,
bus contractors, custodians, and other
employees for their work throughout
the school year.

“Their dedication, their profession-
alism, and their commitment to excel-
lence, for that, they have my deepest
gratitude,” she said. “I promise you we
will continue to do that regardless of
the budget.”

THE OFFICIAL

CHOICE

AWARDS

*SOUTH »

No need for special event, sell
your jewelry anytime.

Text Madeleine @ 302.296.6909
Gemologist | Jewelry Designer |

. Appraiser I'M ALWAYS BUYING!
-1 www.sashasjewels.com

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN BUSINESS LIC

202 Gumboro Rd. Selbyville, DE 19975
Store Hours: Friday 12-5, Saturday 3-6
or by appointment please text 302.296.6909
Store Hours: Tuesday 10-3,
Friday & Saturday 10-3
Spence’s Bazaar Location: >
550 S. New St. Dover, DE 19904 /4

PEOPLE LOVE

ewels

74 Visio_nary: - i

ELECT

Lou

Taylo

Commissioner
District 6

W

'Integ'ri_ty N
Deeply Committed
.Approachable by All:~ N
Independent Th'linker. 9
Team Player. |~
Effective Communicator .}

|

Relationship Builder

b4
F

“Focused on Our Future!”

Thank You
for Your Support
& Your Vote!

LouTaylorforDistrict6Commissioner.com
Lhterps78@gmail.com e 410.352.3132

Authority of Charlotte K. Cathell, Treasurer

Page 13




Page 14

Bayside Gazette

June 25, 2026

Girl Scout troop
proposes sensory
garden to council

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 25, 2026) Junior members
of Girl Scout Troop 365 are bringing
a new sensory garden to Stephen De-
catur Park after presenting their pro-
posal to the Berlin Town Council on
Monday night.

The project, which previously re-
ceived approval from the town’s Parks
Commission, will be installed along
the walking path surrounding the
pond at the park. The troop plans to
create the garden as part of its effort
to earn the Girl Scout Bronze Award
while also offering a mindfulness-fo-
cused resource to the community.

According to the troop’s presenta-
tion, a sensory garden is a natural

space designed to help visitors con-
nect with nature through their senses.
The goal is to create an environment
that promotes relaxation, reduces
stress, and provides therapeutic ben-
efits for people of all ages, including

individuals with sensory processing

disorders, neurodivergence, and
other mental or physical health chal-
lenges.

The proposed garden will feature
three stations along the pond path, fo-
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The Berlin mayor
and Town Council is
pictured with the
local Girl Scout
troop that plans to
build a sensory gar-
den in Stephen De-
catur Park.

TARA FISCHER/
BAYSIDE GAZETTE

cusing on the senses of smell, touch,
sound and sight.

Visitors will enter through a wel-
come area marked by a sign mounted
on a wooden base near the existing
pond entrance sign. The sign will ex-
plain the purpose of the sensory gar-
den and recognize the troop’s
contribution.

The first stop, the smell station,
will include a pollinator garden
planted with fragrant native perenni-
als selected to bloom from spring
through late summer. The station will
feature a 10-foot-by-5-foot raised
wooden garden bed located near the
path. Planned plantings include daf-
fodils, coral bells, blue moon wood-
land phlox, homestead purple
verbena, anise hyssop, and peacock
white garden phlox. An instructional
sign will encourage visitors to explore
the scents of the plants.

The second stop, the touch station,
will invite park-goers to interact with
natural materials of varying textures.
A mulch pathway designed to meet
Americans with Disabilities Act stan-
dards will lead from the pond trail to
a wooden sorting box divided into six
sections labeled smooth, rough, spiky,
bumpy, soft, and crunchy. Partici-
pants may collect natural objects and
sort them according to texture.

The final station will focus on sight
and sound. Visitors can sit on a bench
and observe the natural environment
around them, from the sky and trees
to ripples on the pond. They will also
be invited to listen for sounds such as
birds, wind, and water.

To enhance the experience, the
troop proposed installing three or
four birdhouses designed for local
bird species, a bat house, and an in-
teractive rain stick.

The rain stick will consist of a
capped PVC pipe attached to a
wooden post, allowing visitors to fill
it with natural objects and listen to
the sounds they create as they move
through the pipe.

The final area will also include an
imaginative play space where chil-
dren can build fairy houses, animal
shelters, and other creations using
sticks, bark, leaves, and stones found
nearby. Troop members plan to con-
struct a toad house and fairy house to
inspire visitors’ creativity.
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Md State Firefighters Association Parade

The Town of Berlin hosted last Saturday for the first time the annual firefighter's parade, spon-
sored and organized by the Maryland State Firefighters Association. About 200 entires par-

ticipated in the parade, representing about double the participation from last year’s parade
in Ocean City.

STAFF PHOTOS
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Berlin to install signs urging
drivers to slow near children

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 25, 2026) The Town of
Berlin will install a few “Slow, Chil-
dren at Play” signs along Flower Street
over the next few weeks to improve
public safety after a resident said the
neighborhood has become increas-
ingly popular with young families.

During public comments at Mon-
day’s Berlin Town Council meeting,
resident Helen Lockwood urged the
municipality to consider placing signs
on Flower Street to encourage drivers
to reduce their speed.

“Since [Cannery Village] is there
and with younger families moving in,
we have so many children who play on
the sidewalk and in the street,” Lock-
wood said. “Even though we have
signs up, everybody in Berlin knows
they can speed through.”

Lockwood said children in the area
frequently ride bicycles, play tag, and
cross the street while playing outside.

“I just think signs like that that
aren’t going to break the budget will
be helpful to people coming through,”
she said.

Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall asked
Public Works Director Jimmy Charles
whether the town could install any
state-regulated signage to address the
concern.

Charles said his understanding is
that “Slow, Children at Play” signs are
not enforceable traffic-control meas-
ures and serve only as a warning to
motorists.

“I's more like a suggestion,”
Charles said. “They can’t do anything
with that sign.”

Police Chief Howard Drewer said

he would not oppose the signs as long
as residents understood they would
not create additional penalties for
drivers.

“There’s not a charge we can charge
somebody with if somebody comes
through there and strikes a child,
there’s nothing we can charge them
with outside of the normal [charges],”
he said. “... It’'s an informative-type
sign.”

Council member Shaneka Nichols
said the goal was not necessarily to
create a new traffic violation but to
make drivers more aware of children
in the area.

“I don’t think [Lockwood] is look-
ing for it to be an additional enforce-
able sign,” Nichols said. “At least
make people look and go, ‘Oh, slow
down, there are children around
here.”

Town officials discussed possible
locations for the signs and noted that
placement would likely be within the
public right-of-way, though some
signs could be installed near or on pri-
vate properties.

Tyndall asked Lockwood to identify
any property owners who might be
willing to have signs installed nearby,
noting that not every resident may
want signage placed near their yard.

Charles said the town would inves-
tigate the ask and noted the initiative
might take a few weeks as the public
works team does not have the re-
quested signage immediately on hand.

“We will look at maybe putting two
to three signs,” he said. “... It’s going
to take me a week or two because T'll
have to order signs ... just letting you
know, it won’t be tomorrow.”

Telecom developer protests
county’s zoning conclusion

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(June 19, 2026) Telecom devel-
oper Globalinx is fighting Worcester
County’s determination that its pro-
posed cable landing station outside
West Ocean City is not a public util-
ity, setting up an August hearing that
could determine whether the contro-
versial project can move forward.

Globalinx on June 9 submitted
two applications to the county's
Board of Zoning Appeals: one chal-
lenging the county's determination
that the facility is not a public utility,
and another seeking a special excep-
tion that would allow the project to
proceed even if that interpretation
stands.

The company’s first zoning appeal
must succeed before the second ap-
plication can move forward, accord-
ing to Jennifer Keener, the county’s

director of development permitting
and review. A hearing on that appeal
is scheduled for Aug. 19.

If the appeal succeeds, the county’s
planning commission would then
take up the issue before being heard
by the county commissioners.

Keener issued a June 2 ruling that
effectively blocks Globalinx from
moving forward in the normal plan-
ning and zoning approval process.

In her letter, Keener rejected the
developer’s argument that its pro-
posed facility on Route 611 qualifies
as a public utility under existing zon-
ing rules.

While utility structures that serve
the public are permitted uses in the
property’s C-2 General Commercial
zoning, county staff said the facility
does not qualify because it would not
directly serve the general public.

See COUNTY Page 21
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Celebrate America’s 250 Anniversary - and Join Us!

As we celebrate this year’s 250th anniversary of our nation’s founding,
we invite you to become part of the next chapter of American democracy
by joining the Democratic Women's Club of Worcester County (DWCWC).

Whether you're interested in learning, volunteering, advocating, or
connecting with others who share democratic values, the DWCWC
offers something for everyone.

Our activities include monthly meetings with engaging quest speakers,
book clubs, social gatherings, and weekly Honk & Wave events.

We are a welcoming, inclusive organization dedicated to
informed citizenship, community service, and civic participation.

—— Join us today! ——
dwcmd.org

Follow us on Facebook: Democratic Women’s Club of Worcester County, MD —
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Friday, Saturday & Sunday 9am-4pm

Adults $15 - Children 16 & Under - Free
For Admissions & More Information

“%- DELAWARE

i BOTANIC
ml GARDENS
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delawaregardens.org
30220 Piney Neck Road | Dagsboro, DE 19939
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Opinion

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to

editor@octodaydispatch.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

Congratulations go
to Tuesday’s victors

Congratulations to the winners, and in some cases, the
survivors, of Tuesday’s primary elections in Worcester
County. For them, the race is over and the contest is won.

Facing no opposition in the general election this fall, these
victors from Tuesday will begin serving on the Worcester
County Board of County Commissioners in December: Steve
Green from District 4, Lou Taylor of District 6, Roxie Dennis
in District 2, Eric Fiori from District 3 and Caryn Abbott in
District 1.

For Joe Schanno in District 5 and Joe Mitrecic in District
7, the finals in their contests won’t take place until the first
Tuesday in November.

Republican Schanno will face Democrat Vicky Wallace in
that contest. Mitrecic has no competition but must stand for
election to make it official since he was unopposed in the pri-
mary.

What is official regardless of November’s election results
is the welcome demise of the misguided four-member com-
missioner majority that seemed to pride itself on sticking it
to the board of education at budget time every year.

Its end was almost guaranteed when Commissioner Jim
Bunting decided not to seek reelection after serving four
terms beginning in 2010. His decision to step down allowed
Taylor to step up and, facing lesser-known opposition, bust
up that anti-education core group.

Meanwhile, Green knocked off Elder to lock up the Dis-
trict Four seat and Schanno appears poised to give long-suf-
fering Commissioner Mitrecic a clique-free board to work
with as they take — we hope — a kinder, more reasoned ap-
proach to covering the cost of education in the county.

Tuesday’s election also should deliver a big change in style
at the county government level. A more low-key approach to
doing business with the communities should prove fruitful,
considering that the adversarial style of the past four years
caused as many problems as it solved.
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Financial relief available for farmers

Federal aid offered
to agriculturalists for
freeze crop losses

By Bethany Hooper
Associate Editor

(June 19, 2026) Local
farmers could qualify for
emergency assistance after
the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture this week declared
Worcester County and other
surrounding jurisdictions as
natural disaster areas follow-
ing a late-April freeze that re-
sulted in significant crop
losses.

On Monday, USDA Secre-
tary Brooke Rollins issued a
natural disaster declaration
for 12 Maryland counties and
eight contiguous areas, in-
cluding Worcester. The dec-
laration will make farm
operators in those jurisdic-
tions affected by a late-April
freeze eligible for federal dis-
aster assistance through the
Farm Service Agency.

“We hate relying on pay-
ments like this, but when
there is a natural disaster,
they certainly help — not to
help the farmer make money,
but to help them recoup
some of their expenses,”
Worcester County Farm Bu-
reau Vice President John
Bruning said in an interview
this week.

During the early morning
hours of April 21, following
weeks of unseasonably warm
weather, farmers across
Maryland reported signifi-
cant crop losses as tempera-
tures in some areas of the
state dipped into the low 20s,
according to the Maryland
Department of Agriculture
and the Office of the Gover-
nor. Data show that the crop
losses across multiple juris-
dictions exceeded the 30%
threshold for a federal natu-
ral disaster declaration.

In Worcester County,
Bruning said the freeze hurt
those who planted crops
early. He talked of a small
grain farmer in Newark who
lost between 60% and 70% of
his barley yield when the
freeze hit the barley heads in
a critical growing period
known as a dough stage. He
also reported that Barefoot

Farms Produce in Snow Hill
lost an estimated $3,000 in
revenue when the freeze hit
the farm’s strawberry crop.

“The trouble was we had a
warm spell in March, so the
plantings take off with pre-
mature blooming,” he ex-
plained. “We got that frost
and it toasted all the straw-
berries we had and their blos-
soms.”

In May, both the Mary-
land Farm Bureau and Gov.
Wes Moore, backed by Mary-
land’s congressional delega-
tion, submitted formal
requests for a disaster desig-
nation to the USDA. And on
Monday, the federal agency
made its declaration.

“The United States De-
partment of Agriculture
(USDA) reviewed the loss as-
sessment reports and deter-
mined that there were
sufficient production losses
to warrant a Secretarial natu-
ral disaster designation;
therefore, I am designating
12 counties as primary natu-
ral disaster areas,” Rollins
wrote.

“In accordance with sec-
tion 321(a) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural
Development Act, additional
areas of your State and adja-
cent States are named as con-
tiguous disaster counties.”

The declaration follows a
advocacy campaign spear-
headed by the Maryland
Farm Bureau. A statewide
damage survey led by the
agency showed nearly 9o af-
fected growers had average
estimated production losses
of 67% across frost-damaged
crops, with some operations
reporting losses of 90% or
higher.

“Since the days immedi-
ately following the late April
frost, Maryland Farm Bureau
has constantly stressed the
need for assistance for our
hardworking farmers who
were affected by this extreme
weather event,” Maryland
Farm Bureau President
Jamie Raley said in a news
release. “We are grateful to
the USDA and our partners
in government for giving our
farmers this much needed re-
lief and security for them to
keep going.”

Primary natural disaster
areas have been declared for
12 Maryland counties: Balti-
more, Caroline, Carroll, Cecil,

Dorchester, Frederick,
Howard, Montgomery,
Queen Anne’s, Somerset,

Washington and Wicomico.
Eight additional counties —
Allegheny, Anne Arundel,
Hartford, Kent, Prince
George’s, Talbot, Worcester
and Baltimore — have been
named as contiguous natural
disaster areas.

With a disaster declara-
tion now in place, growers in
those jurisdictions could be
eligible for low-interest emer-
gency loans and credit exten-
sions to aid in their recovery.
Officials are encouraging
them to contact their local
Farm Service Agency office to
begin the application process.

"Maryland’s farmers are
the backbone of our state's
economy, our heritage and
our food security," the gover-
nor said in a news release this
week. "When our agricultural
community faces unprece-
dented climate challenges
through no fault of their own,
it is our duty to respond with
urgency.

“We are grateful to Secre-
tary Rollins and our federal
partners at the USDA for
their swift, collaborative re-
sponse. And we thank the
Maryland Farm Bureau and
Maryland's Congressional
Delegation for their partner-
ship in supporting the needs
of Maryland farmers and the
statewide effort that helped
secure this critical USDA des-
ignation.

“This disaster declaration
provides a vital financial
safety net to keep our hard-
working family farms opera-
tional so they can continue to
feed Maryland families while
putting food on their own ta-
bles."

Congressman Andy Harris
(R-District 1) also applauded
USDA'’s disaster declaration
in a statement this week.

“The April freeze was a
devastating setback for many
of the farmers I represent in
Maryland’s First District,” he
said in a news release. “I was
glad to work with Secretary

See DROUGHT Page 19
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Berlin makes July
7 Tindley Day to
honor faith leader

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(June 25, 2026) The Town of
Berlin officially recognized one of its
most influential natives this week,
proclaiming July 7 as Rev. Dr. Charles
Albert Tindley Day in honor of the
African American gospel music pio-
neer, preacher, and civil rights activist
born in Berlin in 1851.

Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall read the
proclamation during Monday night’s
Town Council meeting surrounded by
the native religious leader’s relatives
and supporters. Tyndall highlighted
Tindley’s journey from humble begin-
nings to national importance.

“Though born free, Dr. Tindley ex-
perienced the hardships of labor and
poverty, yet through perseverance,
self-education, and unwavering faith,
he overcame barriers to become a pi-
oneering voice,” Tyndall read.

The proclamation noted that Tind-
ley, the son of an enslaved father and
a free mother, became one of Amer-
ica’s most influential preachers, hymn
writers, and community leaders. His
ministry in Philadelphia inspired
thousands through sermons, music
and advocacy for social justice and ed-
ucation.

Under the proclamation, July 7 of
each year will be recognized as Rev.
Dr. Charles Albert Tindley Day in

Drought worsens
local crop crisis

Continued from Page 18

Brooke Rollins to secure this disaster
declaration and provide the relief our
producers need. As Chairman of the
Agriculture Appropriations Subcom-
mittee, I'll continue working directly
with USDA to ensure Maryland farm-
ers receive the federal support avail-
able as they recover."

Officials say the crop crisis is com-
pounded by severe drought conditions
throughout Maryland. Currently, most
counties remain under a severe or ex-
treme drought designation by the U.S.
Drought Monitor. Worcester County is
currently in an extreme drought.

"This federal designation provides
an important safety net to support
what will be a multi-year recovery
process,” Maryland Secretary of Agri-
culture Kevin Atticks said in a news re-
lease. "Our producers are facing
millions of dollars in ongoing mainte-
nance costs without the crop income
they rely on. Moving forward, the state
will continue to work side-by-side with
federal agencies and our congressional
delegation to deploy every tool at our
disposal to navigate this environmen-
tal volatility and preserve marketplace
stability."

Berlin “in honor of his life, his contri-
butions of faith and music, and his
lasting impact on the world and
Berlin,” the mayor said.

According to Beach to Bay Her-
itage Area Executive Director Lisa
Challenger, who facilitated the procla-
mation, the recognition was devised
from a conversation held at the an-
nual Tindley Festival in April.

“I only helped facilitate this, but
this all came about at the Tindley Fes-
tival in April when Gregory Purnell
suggested this,” Challenger said. “I'm
just the middleman.”

Purnell praised the municipality’s
decision and reflected on Berlin’s his-
tory. He noted that in the past, the
town was less than favorable to non-
white citizens, but this week’s recog-
nition is just one example of Berlin's
progress in social justice issues.

“Today the Town of Berlin has
made a colossal leap, a giant step,” he

said. “I'm old enough to remember
when it was a sundown town. But now
I'm able to stand here today because
Berlin is a rising sun town.”

Purnell said the proclamation en-
sures Tindley’s contributions will not
be forgotten.

“We’re taking this step for Berlin to
ever remember the contributions of
Tindley,” he said. “We are here today
to witness this. It is extraordinary. I
thank the mayor and council for doing
this proclamation.”

According to the Beach to Bay Her-
itage Area website, Tindley is consid-
ered one of Worcester County’s most
famous native sons and is widely
known as the “Grandfather of Gospel
Music.” Through determination,
Tindley educated himself in all as-
pects of the ministry despite poverty
and limited opportunities.

Additionally, Tindley’s musical
legacy endures. His composition “T'll

TARA FISCHER/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
Berlin officials are pictured with Tindley’s relatives and supporters after the mayor and Town Council declared July 7 as Tindley Day.

Overcome Someday” is credited as the
foundation for the Civil Rights an-
them “We Shall Overcome,” while an-
other of his songs, “Stand By Me,”
later became associated with the fa-
mous recording by Ben E. King. Five
of Tindley’s hymns continue to appear
in Methodist hymnals used around
the world.

Tindley also founded one of the
largest Methodist congregations serv-
ing the African American community
on the East Coast. Philadelphia’s
Tindley Temple United Methodist
Church bears his name, and he is
often remembered as the “Prince of
Preachers.”

The proclamation comes as Berlin
continues efforts to celebrate Tind-
ley’s legacy. Other projects include the
mural honoring him that was com-
pleted on the Bruder Hill Building at
25 Commerce Street in downtown
Berlin in 2022.

We accept pre-arrangements
~+ from other funeral homes.

Simple, trusted,
affordable cremations

Cremation packages starting at $1,945.

Eastern Shore Cremation
And Funeral Service

A Division of Holloway Funeral Home

504 Franklin Ave, Berlin, MD 21811

—

i
S

scan this code with your phone to learn more

| www.easternshorecremation.com
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Puzzles

BY JOHN KUGELMAN / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

John Kugelman, of Gainesville, Va., is a software engineer specializing in eybersecurity. This is his
20th crossword for The Times — most of them Sundays. “I do love this theme,” John writes. “It really
pushes the silliness envelope. I'm imagining a lot of ‘what the hell?’ comments from solvers.” — W.S.
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County and developer at odds

Continued from Page 17

County staff concluded the facility
was neither a public utility nor a data
center under existing definitions.

In their BZA application, Global-
inx says it intends to build a 25,000
square foot cable landing station on a
7.3-acre parcel.

The building would house elec-
tronic equipment that will receive
transmissions from a subsea cable
and transform those transmissions so
they can be used as a neutral inter-
connection point for communications
networks.

“It is the position of Globalinx that
the use of the Property as a [cable
landing station] is a permitted use (a
public utility structure),” the applica-
tion says.

Globalinx argues it meets the stan-
dards and definitions for a public
utility facility because the cable land-
ing station is, and will be used, in a
manner consistent with public utility
structures.

The Virginia Beach-based devel-
oper also says it meets the criteria for
a special exception because it will
conform with the county’s compre-
hensive plan and would have no
detrimental effects on the neighbor-
hood or vehicular traffic.

County leaders, meanwhile, are
examining the implications of re-
writing the county’s zoning laws to

prevent data centers or cable landing
stations from being legal uses of
property.

“We are actively working to
strengthen and update our zoning
code to address emerging develop-
ment pressures,” wrote County Com-
missioner Eric Fiori in a June 10
social media post, “and close gaps
that may leave our community vul-
nerable to projects that were not con-
templated when the existing
regulations were written.”

Fiori, whose District 3 includes the
project site, has been a vocal oppo-
nent. He hosted a public forum last
month where Globalinx senior lead-
ers laid out their plans and took
dozens of questions from a somewhat
hostile crowd.

Dozens of people attended the
May 14 town hall, raising concerns
about the project's size, environmen-
tal impacts, and power demands.

Among the most emotional issues
was the future of the Purnell Ceme-
tery, an African American cemetery
located on the project site. Descen-
dants and community members have
expressed concern about how the
200-year-old burial ground would be
protected.

The county's zoning determina-
tions have focused on land-use ques-
tions and have not addressed those
concerns.
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July 6-9t* 5:30-8pm
Buckingham Presbyterian
20 S. Main St. Berlin

()

Join St. Paul’s Episcopal,
Stevenson United Methodist, &
Buckingham Presbyterian
as we journey together on a quest using
MUSIC, SCIENCE, CRAFTS, GAMES,
STORIES & SNACKS
to help us learn more about God and our
part in His Kingdom!

rVv -

Children ages 3
through entering 5th grade
are welcome to participate in this
fun, faith-filled week.
REGISTER USING QR CODE
or call 410-641-0234

REGISTRATION IS FREE
Dinner & Snacks will be served each night to registered participants
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REGIS'I.'RATION.

@ OPEN HOUSES

we2s-quy2 R R ER R M

DAY/TIME

Fri-Mon 11am-4pm
Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm

Friday 2-4pm

Saturday 11am-1pm
Saturday 11am-1pm
Saturday 11am-1pm
Saturday 11am-2pm
Sat & Sun 11am-3pm
Saturday 11am-3pm
Saturday Noon-2pm
Saturday 2-4pm
Saturday 2-4pm
Saturday 2-4pm

Sunday 11am-1pm

ADDRESS

Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside, Ocean City 1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+ Condos, Towns & SF -

Saturday 10:30am-12:30pm 745 Mooring Rd #202, Ocean City
Saturday 10:30am-12:30pm 624 94th Street Unit 129, Ocean City

Saturday 10:30am-12:30pm 12971 Inlet Isle Lane, Ocean City

Sunday 11:30am-1:30pm 75 King Richard Road, Ocean Pines

BR/BA

12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC 2BR/2BA
6201 Coastal Highway, Unit #806, Ocean City = 4BR/3BA
2BR/2BA
3BR/2BA
5BR/5BA
12021 River Run Lane, Berlin 5BR/3.5BA
58 Hingham Lane, Ocean Pines 4BR/2.5BA
4505 Burbage Crossing Rd., Pittsville 3BR/3BA
11530 Country Club Dr., South Pt/Berlin 3BR/3.5BA
12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC 2BR/2BA
75 King Richard Road, Ocean Pines 4BR/3.5BA
88 Newport Drive, Ocean Pines 3BR/2.5BA
37033 Barrington Pkwy., Millville, DE 4BR/3.5BA
10429 Brighton Rd., West OC 3BR/3BA
4 Oxford Court, Ocean Pines 4BR/3BA
12414 Sea Oaks Lane Unit 3, Berlin 3BR/3.5BA
4BR/3.5BA

AGENT/AGENCY

Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate

Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Katie Landon/Coldwell Banker Realty
Cathy Soule/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Sandra Dougan/BHHS PenFed Realty

Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate

$699,000 Rob & Anne-Marie Bouse/RE/MAX/Advantage Realty

STYLE PRICE
Single Family from $284,750
Condo $1,778,000
Condo $393,000
Condo $549,500
Single Family $2,350,000
Single Family $1,259,000
Single Family $549,500
Single Family
Single Family $899,000
Single Family from $284,750
Single Family $849,900
Single Family $848,800
Townhome $609,000
Single Family $699,900
Single Family $649,900
Townhome $499,900
Single Family $849,900

David Dypsky/Newport Bay Realty
Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Debbie Hileman/Hileman Real Estate

Katie Landon/Coldwell Banker Realty

Rob & Anne-Marie Bouse/RE/MAX/Advantage Realty

Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate
Lauren Bunting/Keller Williams Realty

Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. $10 for listing without advertisement.
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Calendar

Please send calendar items to editor@octodaydispatch.com
by 5 p.m. Monday. All community-related activities will be

published at no charge.

Thurs., June 25

OCEAN PINES CONCERTS IN THE PARK
White Horse Park Pavilion, Ocean Pines,
7-9 p.m. Free community event featur-
ing “Nick Vox.” Food for sale. BYOB wel-
come. 410-641-7052

NARFE CHAPTER MEETING

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235
Ocean Parkway, 10 a.m. Meeting is open
to federal employees active/retired, and
surviving spouses. Karleen Hagan, 703-
729-2103

SUMMER READING KICKOFF PARTY
FEATURING ADVENTURES IN RHYTHM
Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m.
Enjoy hands-on activities and “unearth
stories” through music and history dur-
ing an interactive percussion concert
with Steve Cyphers (Mr. Steve). For
families. 410-641-0650

STORY TIME: CIRCLE

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m.
Crafts, songs and stories. For ages 2-5
years. 410-208-4014,
worcesterlibrary.org

PLAY TIME

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Join in for a variety of activities and
toys. Play and socialize with other fami-
lies. For ages 0-5 years. 410-632-5622,
worcesterlibrary.org

MD 250 EVENT - COFFEE & CRAFTS: RED,
WHITE, AND WATERCOLORS!

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Join in every month for a new craft.
Materials provided. Limit 30. 410-524-
1818, worcesterlibrary.org

SUMMER READING KICKOFF PARTY
FEATURING ADVENTURES IN RHYTHM
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 2 p.m. Enjoy
hands-on activities and “unearth sto-
ries” through music and history during
an interactive percussion concert with
Steve Cyphers (Mr. Steve). For families.
410-957-0878, worcesterlibrary.org

DRY PANTRY

Thursdays - St. Paul United Methodist
Church, 405 Flower Street, Berlin, 10
a.m.-1 p.m. For those in need of re-
sources such as paper products, laundry
products, baby items, and personal care
items. Limits apply. 410-641-0270

FIT & FABULOUS

Thursdays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 235 Ocean Parkway, 4:30 p.m.
Zumba with optional light weights. zum-
bajoyceoc@gmail.com

Fri., June 26

BARK ON THE BEACH

Ocean Pines Beach Club, 49th Street,
Ocean City, 5-7 p.m. Featuring cock-
tails, pup cups, and raffle giveaways for
owners and K-9’s. Free event. Collect-
ing donations for The Worcester
County Humane Society. Adult bever-
ages must be purchased on-site. 410-
641-7052

ENCHANTED CARNIVAL A 4TH FRIDAY
EVENT

Downtown Pocomoke, 813 Market St.,
Pocomoke City, 5-9 p.m. Sidewalk ven-
dors, food vendors, cash bar with local
brews and music by DJ Kay. Fireworks
at approximately 9:30 p.m. Rain date for
fireworks is June 27. 410-957-1333,
mshannon@pocomokemd.gov

FANDOM FRIDAY: POP MUSIC

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. Drop in any time for crafts,
quizzes and discussions about the
monthly topic. For ages 12-18 years.
410-524-1818, worcesterlibrary.org

BABY BOP

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m.
Dress up and dance along to music with
glow sticks. For ages 0-5 years. 410-208-
4014, worcesterlibrary.org

0C MAHJONG CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own
tile set. All adults are welcome. 410-524-
1818, worcesterlibrary.org

MONTHLY MOVIE MATINEE

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m.
Catch a movie you might have missed in
the theaters. 410-208-4014, worcesterli-
brary.org

Sat., June 27

0C PRIDE PARADE

Hugh T. Cropper Inlet Parking Lot, 809
S. Atlantic Ave., Ocean City. Meet at 10
a.m. in the inlet parking lot, walk begins
at 10:30 a.m. The 30-45 minute parade
goes around the pier, up the Boardwalk
to 2nd Street and back. There will be ta-
bles with OC Pride merch.

CATHY REITER MEMORIAL “ONE MILE’ER”
WALK/RUN

Cork Bar, 3 Wicomico St., Ocean City,
7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Tickets $40. One mile
run on OC’s historic boardwalk to bene-
fit the scholarship fund of the A.M.
Foundation awarded annually to a

Stephen Decatur senior!

POCOMOKE POKER RUN

Dockside, 2 Riverside Drive,
Pocomoke City, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Play by
boat or car. Visit locations and com-
pete in challenges. Prizes for Best
Poker Hand and Best Mini-Games.
https://app.seemylegacy.com/commu-
nity/2649/campaign/8882/overview,
410-957-1333

KID’S KITCHEN

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m. The
group will be making and baking pizza
pockets. For ages 6-11 years. Registra-
tion required: 410-208-4014. worcester-
library.org

FREE KIDS CRAFT SATURDAYS

Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St.,
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Featuring “Welcome Sum-
mer Sun Hanger.” Guided crafts led by
friendly instructors. All supplies pro-
vided. Jessica Bauer,
development@artleagueofoceancity.org,
410-524-9433

OCEAN PINES FARMERS & ARTISANS
MARKET

Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239
Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Shop
for everything from fresh local produce
to unique handmade artisan goods. Also
featuring family-friendly activities,
music and unique shopping experiences.
Open to the public, year round. 410-641-
7052,
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages
/farmers-artisans-market

Sun., June 28

SUNDAES IN THE PARK WITH FIREWORKS
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean
City, 7-9 p.m. Featuring “Rick K: Rock
N’ Roll Revue/Decades of Hits.” Activi-
ties and entertainment for kids, ice
cream (available for purchase) and fire-
works.
https://www.ococean.com/events/

BERLIN FARMERS MARKET

Sundays (May-October) - Pitts, Com-
merce and Main streets, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
rain or shine. Producers only market,
petting farm (9-11 a.m.), live music.
www.TheBerlinFarmersMarket.com

SEWING SEEDS OF LOVE

Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10-11
a.m. Youth of all ages learn how to sew
while making a difference. 410-641-
0234

Mon., June 29

SUMMER KIDS CAMP — THEATER

Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St.,
Ocean City, June 29, 10 a.m. through
July 2, 3 p.m. Kid’s theater summer
camp based on The Lion, The Witch,
and the Wardrobe. Live performance on
Thursday afternoon. Register:
https://canvas.artleagueofoceancity.org

/classes/2858. 410-524-9433

SUMMER KIDS CAMP — VISUAL ARTS
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St.,
Ocean City, July 29, 10 a.m. through
July 2, 3 p.m. Inspired by The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe. For ages 6-13
years. Student art show on Thursday.
Register: https://canvas.artleagueofo-
ceancity.org/classes/2860. 410-524-

9433

STORY TIME: Z00

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Crafts, songs and stories. For ages
0-5 years. 410-524-1818, worcesterli-
brary.org

MONDAY MOVIES AND MUNCHIES
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m.
Come sink your teeth into a Dino-rrific
movie. For ages 6-11 years. 410-208-
4014, worcesterlibrary.org

SPEED PUZZLING

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4 p.m.
Grab some friends or form a team at the
library to see who can put their puzzle
together the fastest. 410-524-1818,
worcesterlibrary.org

TOPS OF BERLIN - GROUP #169
TidalHealth Atlantic, Conference Room
1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 5-6:30
p-m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS)
is an educational group that promotes
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle.
https://www.tops.org/home

BRIDGE

Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center,
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30
p-m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00
p-m. All ladies who love to sing invited.
If you plan to visit, please Contact: Di-
rector: Ludwig692@outlook.com, 410-
641-6876 or Membership Coordinator:
ocelissa@yahoo.com, 410-641-8050.

JEHOVAH'’S WITNESSES MEETING
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10
a.m. Www.jw.org

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS

Mondays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road,
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100
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0C KNITTING GROUP

Worcester County Library - Ocean City LITTLE FREE
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 LIBRARY

a.m. Bring whatever project you happen The Prekindergarten
to be working on. 410-524-1818, worces- class of 2026 gifted
terlibrary.org the Training Station

STORY TIME

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m.
Story time featuring seasonal themes
designed to support early literacy skills
with stories, songs and finger plays. For
ages 0-5 years. 410-641-0650, worces-
terlibrary.org

LIVING FOSSILS: EXPLORING HORSESHOE
CRABS WITH MARYLAND COASTAL BAYS
PROGRAM

Snow Hill Elementary School, 515 Coul-
bourne Lane, 10:30 a.m. Explore and
unearth the stories about this prehis-
toric creature that still plays an impor-
tant role in our ecosystem. Get up close
with animals that live right here. For
ages 6-11 years. 410-632-5622

STORY TIME: DINOSAUR STOMP
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 10:30 a.m. Roar,
read and have fun with stories, songs
and crafts. For ages 2-5 years. 410-957-
0878, worcesterlibrary.org

MASTER GARDENERS PLANT CLINIC
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1-4 p.m.
Bring any questions you have and feel
free to show your plants as well. 410-
208-4014, worcesterlibrary.org

LIVING FOSSILS: EXPLORING HORSESHOE
CRABS WITH MARYLAND COASTAL BAYS
PROGRAM

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2 p.m. Ex-
plore and unearth the stories about this
prehistoric creature that still plays an
important role in our ecosystem. Get up
close with animals that live right here.
For ages 6-11 years. 410-208-4014

BEACH HEROES-0C

Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round.
Trash bags, grabbers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome.

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7
p.-m. Www.jw.org

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS

Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th
St., Ocean City, 5:15 p.m. Zumba with
optional light weights.
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health

preschool a Little
Free Library. The
Little Free Library is
designed specially
to hold children’s
books so that stu-
dents can borrow or
share them with
their classmates
and the community.

SUBMITTED PHOTO/
BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Department, 9730 Healthway Drive,
Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly
support and education group promoting
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-
289-4725

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE

Tuesdays - Lewes Senior Center, 32083
Janice Rd. Lewes, DE, 7-9 p.m. Experi-
enced dancers and others interested in
watching or learning more are welcome.
No partner required. Info: Tangobythe-
Beach.com.

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS
GROUP

Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral,
11021 Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m.
Use the weight loss program/app/plan
of your choice. Free and open to every-
one. 410-641-4882,
www.htcanglican.org/activities.

Wed., July 1

FAMILY FUN NIGHTS

Ocean Pines Yacht Club Pool, 1 Mum-
fords Landing Road, 6-8 p.m. DJ, games
and prizes. Cost is $5 per swimmer at
the gate. Food available for purchase.
410-641-7052, oceanpines.org

MOVIES ON THE BEACH

Carousel Oceanfront Hotel & Condos,
11700 Coastal Highway, Ocean City,
8:30 p.m. Featured movie is “The
SpongeBob Movie Search for
Squarepants.” Bring blankets, chairs and
snacks. Movie lineup: https://www.oco-
cean.com/things-to-do/free-family-
fun/.

LIVING FOSSILS: EXPLORING HORSESHOE
CRABS WITH MARYLAND COASTAL BAYS
PROGRAM

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Explore and unearth the stories
about this prehistoric creature that still

plays an important role in our ecosys-
tem. Get up close with animals that live
right here. For ages 6-11 years. 410-524-
1818

LEGO MASTERS CHALLENGE

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11:30 a.m.
Join in for a Lego challenge event. All
materials provided. For ages 6-11 years.
410-208-4014, worcesterlibrary.org

PUZZLE SWAP

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1-7 p.m. Bring
your gently used puzzles and leave with
a new-to-you puzzle. Don’t have a puzzle
but still want one? That’s okay, too. All
puzzles must be complete and in their
original box. All ages welcome. 410-641-
0650

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m.
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Last Wednes-
day of the month meetings are offsite
and information can be found on the
website and Facebook. www.kiwaniso-
fopoc.org.

CASH BINGO

Wednesdays - Ocean City Elks Lodge
2645, 13708 Sinepuxent Ave. Door open
at 5 p.m., bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. Food
available before bingo. Open to the pub-
lic. 443-605-5028

to solve puzzles and clues to escape the
anomalocaris in this virtual game. Must
register to receive the link, which will
stay active until August 21 so partici-
pants can play at their own speed. For
families. Registration required: 410-
632-5622.

TAKE AND MAKE: COLOR-IN MAGNETS
Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, throughout July. Stop by the li-
brary to grab a special monthly
take-home craft while supplies last. For
families. 410-524-1818

0C READS: ‘WE ARE ALL GUILTY HERE’ BY
KARIN SLAUGHTER

Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, July 1-31. Pick up a copy of this
month’s read, then come in before the
end of the month to share your impres-
sions and enter the drawing to win free
books. 410-524-1818

POLISH AMERICAN CLUB OF DELMARVA
Meets the second Wednesday of each
month (except July and August) at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, 9901 Coastal
Highway, Ocean City, 2-4 p.m. A social
organization of men and women of Pol-
ish or Slavic descent.

OCEAN CITY-BERLIN ROTARY CLUB
Meets the first and third Wednesday of
each month at Ocean Pines library,
11107 Cathell Road, 6 p.m. ocberlinro-
tary@gmail.com

ZUMBA PLUS!!

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 235 Ocean Parkway, 4:30 p.m.
Zumba with optional light weights. zum-
bajoyceoc@gmail.com

ONGOING EVENTS

ESCAPE THE APEX PREDATOR
From June 29 through August 21, stop
by any Worcester County library branch

MARYLAND FIREFIGHTER 50/50
FUNDRAISER

Drawings are held every Thursday at 8
p-m. Ticket sales open Thursdays at
8:05 p.m. and close the following Thurs-
day at 7:59 p.m. One winner takes home
50% of the total jackpot and the remain-
der supports the Ocean Pines Volunteer
Fire Department. Tickets:
https://md.5050raffle.org/give/md-
fire/50-50-
raffles/md5050/charities/ocean-pines
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Consumer Cellular-

OVER 50? UNLIMITED
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Backed by #1 Network Coverage and

Customer Satisfaction.* 866_3%7-1676

h & Save Today
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WE CANCEL TIMESHARES

Many people think they're stuck with their timeshare forever— but that’s often not the case. Wesley Financial
Group has helped more than 50,000 families break free from unwanted timeshares, and we may be able to help
you, too. If you were misled, pressured, or deceived during your purchase, you could qualify for cancellation.

How Does the Cancellation Process Work?

= Start with a FREE consultation to tell us your story.
m Ifwe determine your case quallfies, you'll be palred with a specialist to guide you through the process.

m Our Resolution Department works diligently to cancel your timeshare and help stop related
maintenance fees—permanently.

Thousands of timeshare owners have already found relief through our proven process. You could be just one
phone call away from peace of mind. Our dedicated team Is ready to help.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

Call 1.888.984.2917

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC ("WFG") and/or its affiliates, successors, or assigns are not lawyers and/or
a law firm and do not engage in the practice of law or provide lagal advice or legal representation. Actual results depend an
each client’s distinct case, and no specific cutcome is guaranteed.

* Sk Sk

BALTIMORE
WELCOMES THE WORLD

z X sail 250"
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& AIRSHOW BALTIMORE
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s EDUCATION &
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June 24 - 30, 2026

FREE FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENT!

Baltimore’s Inner Harbor 7 Fells Point
Baltimore Peninsula v Martin State Airport

LEARN MORE AT SAIL250MD.ORG

EVENT PRODUCER:
livinn
classrooms Jiearning

ot 1988 by doing

GENERAC

#1standby
generator

worldwide.

Get whole-home
~ power, automa
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Call 855-993-0969 to schedule
your free quote today!

*Terms & conditions apply
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Call 410-723-6397 or email

classifieds@octodaydispatch.com
by Monday, 5 p.m.

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch &
Bayside Gazette each week & online at
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED RENTALS COMMERCIAL SERVICES

ENTRY LEVEL
ACCOUNTANT
VA Beach Retail, LLC
(Ocean City, MD)
Process accounts payable &
accounts receivable
transactions accurately & on
time. Min. Requirements:
Bach's deg in Accounting,
Finance or related field + 6
months of exp. as Account-
ant in a for-profit company.
Must have 6 months of exp.
in data entry & posting
transactions. Must have at
least 6 months of exp. using
MS Excel w/advanced
Formulas & Pivot tables, MS
Word & MS Power Point.
Must have at least 6 months
of exp. using Quickbooks or
similar accounting software
to analyze & reconcile
financial records.
Mail resume to:

Attn: Avinash Basnet,
VA Beach Retail, LLC,
12507 Sunset Ave., Ste.
26, Ocean City, MID 21842

ASSISTANT MANAGER
Assists general manager in
overseeing the operation and
administration of an
expanding group of 4
restaurant in WWorcester
County, Maryland. Travel
required for two to four
hours, 2 to 3 times per week
to various associated
restaurants located
throughout Worcester
County, MD. $53,000/year.
7 days paid vacation/401K/
health insurance.

Send resume to Spain Wine
Bar, Attn: P. Elias,

13 St. Louis Ave.,
Ocean City, MID 21842.

Senior Looking For Help
with basic life assistance.
Light housekeeping/errands.
Must be avail. wknds., 3-4
days per wk., 9:30am-
5:30pm. Dependable car for
errands and Dr. visits. Work
or personal references
appreciated. 410-208-6513,

D IN’
IBENGYE

NOW HIRING!

Production Crew
for our WOC kitchen facility
Up to $20/hr.

Apply online at:
www.delmarvadd.com

pl all after 6pm.
AUTOMOTIVE PARTS
ASSOCIATE

Busy Auto & Marine Parts
Store in Ocean Pines is now
hiring. We have large retail
section for Automotive and
Marine. Must have valid
driver's license. Experience
is a plus, but will train the
right person.

Great Pay & Benefits.
Call: 302-344-9769

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT
Storefront Travel Agency
Administrative Assistant
with excellent
organizational, computer,
people, creative skills, and
the ability to learn a variety
of systems. Must be
knowledgeable in creating
spreadsheets & flyers.
Position is Monday thru
Friday with some weekends.
Send resume to:
info@travelwithoasis.com
No Phone Calls

POSEIDON PLUMBING &
HOME SERVICES IS
HIRING! Join a growing
team that values hard work
and excellent customer
service. We are currently
seeking Experienced
Plumbing Professionals to
help serve our community.
Competitive hourly pay
offered based on
experience.

Now offering a $2,500
SIGNING BONUS!
Call 410-251-1096 today
to schedule an interview!

Looking For A Committed,
Knowledgeable Leader to
join our Facilities team at our
Bay Club Resort in Ocean
City, Maryland!

Work Type: Full-time, year-
round. Salaried.

Work Schedule: 40 hours a
week, 8-hour shifts.
This position requires week-
end availability. Must be
available for rotating on-call
schedules. Preferred Certifi-
cations: OSHA (10 & 30),
CPO, EPA Universal, HVAC.
Benefits Package: Health,
Vision, Dental, 4% 401K
matching, PTO, Company
Holidays, Short-Term/Long-
Term Disability, and MORE!
Position Summary: Installs,
maintains, performs preven-
tative maintenance on, and
recommends replacement of
tools, appliances, and equip-
ment. Calibrate all controls,
gauges, meters, etc. Iden-
tify, locate, and operate all
shut-off valves. Orders,
marks, and stocks parts and
supplies as needed. Main-
tains inventory and purchase
orders log. Inspects tools,
equipment, or machines.
Enters and locates work-
related information using
computers. Operates power
lift. Reports accidents,
injuries, and unsafe work
conditions utilizing incident
reporting document to
general manager & HR; and
complete safety training and
certifications. Preferred
Certifications are OSHA (10
& 30), CPO, EPA Universal,
and HVAC.
PLEASE APPLY ONLINE:
https://lemonjuice.
bamboohr.com/careers/708

CLEANERS NEEDED
Vacation rental cleaners
needed for OC. Experience
preferred but not required.
OC Purifiers. Call or text
443-397-1189 or email
karen@ocpurifiers.com.

£
NOW HIRING
FULL TIME
* DRIVER
+ COOK
Only interested in
year round!!
Call 410-726-7061
Or Apply Within
at 56th Street

JOLLY ROGER
Small Engine Mechanic &
Ride Maintenance.
(Must have mechanical
knowledge)
Technical Support &
Installation
(Entry level with knowledge
of network systems)
SEASONAL HELP: Cashiers,
Waterpark Attendants,
Lifeguards, Ride Operators
Wage based on experience.
Benefits available.
410-289-4902

e ASSISTANT MANAGER
Full-Time, Year-Round
e COOK
YR, Full or PT Time
e BARTENDER
PT, Seasonal
Must be available for day,
night or weekend shifts.
If interested apply in
person.
Open daily, 11:00 a.m.
American Legion Post

2308 Philadelphia Avenue
For information call
410-289-3166

0C Today-Dispatch

www.octodaydispatch.com

Classifieds appear in
OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside

Gazette each week and online at
octodaydispatch.com and
baysideoc.com

Seeking Year-Round
Rentals!
Call Howard Martin Realty
410-352-5555.

YR OCEAN PINES
Nottingham Lane
Available Immediately!
3BR, 2BA, Central HVAC.
All Appliances Incl. No Pets.
$2,200 per month +
$2,200 sec. dep.
410-404-8851

Beach House Rental
3-bed, 3-bath on 26th Street.
https://bit.ly/3RR214G

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
Downtown Berlin
$425 month + utils.

2 units available.

Call 410-713-2065.

2 Office/Retail Spaces
available in West Ocean
City. Approximately
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.
Call 443-497-4200

Industrial Space
Yard and Storage Shed.
Approx. 10x25+/-
Route 90/Bishopville.
Call 443-497-4200

Extended Spring &
Summer Stays Avail.

Utililites Included
CONTACT US AT
burgundyinn@gmail.com
410-289-8581

YEARLY RENTALS
WEST OCEAN CITY

PETS WELCOME

2 Bedroom / 1 Bath
Laundry on premises.

877-289-1616
www.bbapartmentsoc.com

ROOMMATES

ROOM FOR RENT
Fully furnished, large, clean,
private room. Full house
privileges. $900 per mo.,
util's included. $400 sec.
dep. Call 443-880-2317.

Storage, Warehouse,
Office, or Retail
with a roll up door.
1176 SF plus 600 SF loft.
West OC near Harbor.
12636 Sunset Avenue
For Rent $1,600
410-422-2100

Commercial Space for Lease
ONLY 1 UNIT LEFT!

2.2 Lloite oy ailab] oo,

Approx. 1000 sq. ft.
Busy major road in
Town of Berlin.
Call 443-880-8885 for
more information.

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT
Looking for space,
comfort and great views?
Spacious, climate-
controlled office available,
with use of conference
room and reception area,
in a modern, well-
maintained building in
prime Ocean City
location.

Call 410-524-3440 for
appointment.

Classifieds 410-723-6397

Deadline is Monday @ 5pm

LARRY’'S HANDYMAN
SERVICES No job too small,
windows, entrance doors,
interior doors, storm doors,
shower doors, drywall
repairs and paint, laminate
floors, interior paint.
Over 40 years of carpentry
experience.

Please call Larry,
410-251-9066
Larryandkim1954@
gmail.com

WANT TO BUY

| BUY ALBUMS!
410-430-5349

VEHICLES

2003 Carriage Cameo 5th
Wheeler. Great condition.
A/C, propane heat, excellent
interior layout.
$7,000 or best offer.
Call Dave 410-370-2358.

Run your
business
card
in our

SERVICE

DIRECTORY

CALL
410-723-6397
for pricing!

Serving the Newspapers of
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
NETWORK

SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental

insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details!
1-855-337-5228
www.dental50plus.com/
MDDC #6258

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

FOR SALE
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase.
Call 1-855-993-0969 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

MISC. FOR SALE
Get DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In
Gift Cards. Call Today!

1-855-407-6870

MISC. FOR SALE
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The
Latest iPhone Every Year
On Us! 855-977-5719

REAL ESTATE
We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-866-541-7929

Advertise in MDDC 410-723-6397

Place An Ad 7""&

e Convenient
e Quick
* No Waiting, No Calls
e Days, Nights & Weekends
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443-373-7664

ELECTRICIAN

LET THERE BE LIGHT
ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC.
||/

Licensed

Residential and Insured

Commercial
667-266-0209 MDO0#35112

DE-#T1-0017133

HOME IMPROVEMENT

e Licensed and
Fully Insured

* Free Estimates

e Locally Owned

e Cleaning Specials
¢ Roofing

e Maintenance

~
BAYSIDE
BUILDERS,,

CLEANING SERVIC ES
Complete Home Improvement Contractor

* NOW OFFERING *
DISPOSAL ROLLOFF SERVICE

Quick Reliable Service 7 Days A Week
Clean Up Crews Available - 15 & 20 Yard

410.713.8599

MHIC#95214

* Cabinets & Countertop

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

* General Carpentry &
Painting

11312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in Today!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PipelLine
Contracting, .c

Home Improvement Services Company

“One stop shop
for Home
Improvement”

Home Improvement Design & Bertch Cabinet Retail

* Flooring & Tile US Veterans

* Residential & Commercial Administration

« Servicing Maryland & Approved Contractor
Delaware Beaches

(410) 208-1518 * (410) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net ® info@pipelinecontracting.net
MDHIC # 107489 « DE # 2014100304 + Insured & Licensed

DIRECTORY

CLEANING SERVICES

CARPET CARE

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
Grout Cleaning

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

302-436-5652

\VY,

DENTAL

DePalma Dental, ccc

Michael DePalma, D.D.S.
Errin DePalma, D.D.S.

500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3 Phone: 410-641-3222
Berlin, Maryland 21811 www.depalmadental.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Famlly Dwned and Operated Since 1983
PARRISH

HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs

“WE DO IT ALL”

* Roofing Repairs e« Rain Gutters  Screening « Staining
*Roof Cleaning -+ Gutter Guards e« Palnfing « Caulking

« Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing ¢
* Deck Repairs ¢

Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured * MHIC 17433
“A Family Tradition Since 1935”

410-893-9707
HOME IMPROVEMENT
EVANS BROTHERS

410-984-4938

Decks / Screen Rooms / Wood / Composite
Windows / Siding
Bathroom / Kitchen Remodels
Flooring Hardwood / LVP
Ceramic Tiles

Phil Parrish Pat Parrish

FREE Estimates * Licensed And Insured
MHIC #52065

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Z
"IN A

: " PARADISE  Andenscnmy
* 12 Months S
* Free Estimates  410-430-2583 i ,ﬁ.

ROOFING - SIDING

WINDOWS - DOORS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MHIC 114960~ Insured- Affordable

* 0 Payments
* 0 Interest

HANDYMAN

TRADITIONAL HANDYMAN SERVICES

MHIC #127296
SPRING CLEANUPS & MOWING

PAINTING
BATHROOM / KITCHEN FLOORING
WINDOW & DOORS SMALL JOBS & MORE

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR CARPENTRY CALL 410-999-4998

° leshl Carpentry

o Tile |

o Pamtmg | :
0 Concrete Finishing LI ¥

Ben Armes, Owner/Operator

503-730-0553 Liceqsg_q & !pstired _

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Established 1977 wnls “

Home Improvement, Inc.

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Time to schedule and complete before Memorial Day!

We accept MC/Visa
Ken Walsh 301-776-7249 ¢ (410) 641-3762
Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured ® MHIC #8465

LANDSCAPING

£ My Atlantic Landscaping
N and More
& Property Management * Lawn Care
Gutter Cleaning * Shrub Trimming ¢ Power Washing

Leaf Removal * Hauling Services * Painting
Stone & Gravel ¢ Mulching * Cleaning ° Trailer Storage

Shed Demolition ¢ Stump Grinding * Dump Trailer Rental
House/Shed/Garage Clean-outs * Home Watch Service
Pet Sitting/Dog Walking & More
Call or Text for Free Estimates & Questions!

410'7 13'9159 Zelle Accepted

LANDSCAPING

Lawncare, Landscaping & Hardscapes
e Spring Cleanup

e Brush Removal

¢ Hauling

e Muich

e Planting

e Driveway Seal Coating
e Patio & Walkway

e Custom Landscape

FREE ESTIMATES
410-430-7543

yeSCgqg
O Pg

MHIC #12398 MDA #30202

LOCKSMITH

FLASH 0C LOCKOUT

Auto & Home Lockout Service
OPEN24 /7

Lockouts Jumps Gas Delivery

443.664. 2650

www.Facebook.com/OCFlashLocksmith

BaysideOC.com
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MENTAL HEALTH

Island Care Mental Health .'l—é\

Mary Deborah Wilson {r

PMHNP .

.

Avoid the Delays (

_ Medication & Therapy '.
¢ MDDE Lic. 410-641-5190r_,."-

4

r

al

PAINTING

PAT’S PAINTING IN THE PINES
Reliable and Affordable Painting

SPECIALIZING IN CABINET PAINTING

Delaware ~ Ocean Pines ~ Ocean City ~ Berlin

(/] Drywall Repairs
(/] House/Deck Staining [/] Wallpaper Removal
[/] Custom Painting

410-641-5957

Resident of Ocean Pines

_. [/ Powerwashing

Licensed
& Insured

Free
Estimates

DIRECTORY

MiovieC o
- munde

B8 LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

$ AFFORDABLE RATES

2s% PROFESSIONAL MOVERS

77 PACKING & UNPACKING

FOR A FREE QUOTE!
O (443) 664-5797 '

MVA LICENSED

EW TITLE mmmm

Open Mon., Fn o 9 2 & w‘ed 9-
" JODY PALMISANO 410-629-5600

PAINTING

Zimmermarn : v e
& SonLLc

* WALLPAPER REMOVED
* DECK & HOUSE

STAINING
Painting & Powerwashing ~ * ALWAYS PROMPT
Interior & Exterior SERVICE .

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured NOW ACCEPTING
o i . . CREDIT CARDS!

10% Discount with this ad.

visa (22

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NICK'S NOTES

PIANO TUNING

Nick French 443-783-8255

Nfrenchti@gmail.com

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER

OPEN
Mon.-Fri.
9am-5pm

Full Business Center
Custom Gifts

Graphic Designs

Retail Gift Items
Wedding Print Services

|Copy Central]

. ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS
11065 Cathell Road * Ocean Pines
410-208-0641 - copycentral@verizon.net

[l Audien Hearing

The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

No tiny buttons.
otions.

Call 888-410-0534

to get your 45-day risk free trial.

NO apps.

NO prescrig

PLUMBING

We do it all from

ground work to

rough in to final

trim & fixtures.
We Install:

Faucets/Sinks ¢ Showers/Tubs/Toilets
Water Heaters ¢ Water/Sewer Lines

” Plumbing
and Gas, LLC
MD 62495 * DE 13060 » Insured Winterization Packages ° Repairs

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

410-430-3490  LMSPlumbingandgas.com

PAVING
Established 1954

Harrison Paving Co.
NRHarrisonpaving.com
410-742-0359  MHIC# 1516

PLUMBING

% Loecal
Plumbing Co.

I l “Serving Our Coastal

Communities With Pride!?”
* Water Heaters * Water Heater Repairs
* Faucet Replacements * Toilet Replacements
* Garbage Disposals And More!
www.localplumbingcompany.net

MD (410) 726.0513

Family Owned § Operated

‘ ROOFING & SIDING

INCORPORATED

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement
Specialist Since 1989

ROOFING © SIDING * DURADEK * WINDOWS ¢ GUTTERS

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946
9240 Peerless Rd.  Bishopville, MD

mmoesle @shoresidingmd.com « www.shoresidingmd.com
*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

YOUR BUSINESS

Your
Business
Card Here!

Call 410-723-6397

OK: PISA0K; Th PIS4THL,
6310

1-855-337-5228

Dental50PIus.com/MDDC

Productfeatures not availabte i afl states. Contact us for complete details abaut this insurance soficitation. To find a network provider, go to physiciansmutisal.com/fin-dentist. This specific
offer not available in C0, KS, KY, OR - call FBO0-969-4731 or respond for a simiar offer in your state. Certificate C254/B485, (10: C254ID; PA: CZ54PA); Insurance Policy PI54/8469 (GA: PIG4GR:

DENTAL

Insurance

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company, Inc.
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o — 410.629.0089

(V'M’t Ocean Pines Neighborhood Pharmacy for Convenience & Affordability

MONTHLY BLISTER PACKAGING MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

W7 N \\
J
/

Your @ Mnem(tjc;ﬂ‘

Medications wesily ol ack
Separated

bl For Sale
labled For sale

Best Cash Prices For Medicare

Dementia

No Discount Clients

Card Needed

Call Coastal Drug o ®
-—

=" N
P
e o
o s

IMMUNIZATIONS

Shingles
Covid 19
Pneumonia
Flu

RSV

& More

Your Community % l;ggi.lm .aglcdelgnwllp?::: ws M-F: 9am-6pm

H = lth M a rt (in front of Headlines Salon) Sat: 10am-2pm
FHARMAGY & 410.629.0089 Sun: Closed

This pharmacy is independently owned and operated under a license from Health Mart Systems, Inc.
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