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TOO HOT TO HANDLE FOR SOME

The Berlin Chamber of Commerce hosted the second annual Chili Pepper Festival last Sat-
urday afternoon in the downtown area. Above, Master of Ceremonies Kate Nicholls and event
founder Toby Gilbert are pictured during the pepper eating contest, which featured more
than 15 rounds with contestants eating a variety of peppers introduced and provided by
Gilbert of Gilbert's Provisions. See page 16 for more photos.
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$300K grant gives Berlin’s
skate park dream a boost

Funding comes by way of
state’s Community Parks
and Playgrounds Program

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Aug. 27, 2026) Advocates for a
skate park in Berlin received good
news last week when they learned the
project was awarded a $300,000
grant, pushing a long-held dream
closer to reality.

On Wednesday, Aug. 19, the Mary-
land Board of Public Works approved
the Town of Berlin’s request for
$300,000 through the Community
Parks and Playgrounds Program
(CPP), to be used for the construction
of a skateboarding campus within
town.

The Maryland Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) administers
the CPP grant. CCP provides financial
support to municipal governments
looking to expand or construct com-
munity parks or install playground
equipment.

We Heart Berlin, a nonprofit that
promotes healthy, sustainable activi-
ties, has spearheaded a project to
build a public site for Berlin’s skate-
boarders. The recreational complex
will be erected at Heron Park.

We Heart Berlin Founder Tony
Weeg said the recently awarded
$300,000 will likely fund final de-
signs, steel fabrication, demolition
work, utilities, and mass grading.

The skate park’s price tag is about
$975,000. However, Weeg noted ear-

See SKATE Page 3

State chips in

more funding

for required service project

Additional money to aid in
major project to replace
water lines containing lead

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Aug. 27, 2026) The Berlin Town
Council approved additional state
funding Monday to help cover the
hefty price tag of the town’s lead serv-
ice line replacement project, which
officials said has become more ex-
pensive than originally expected.

The council voted unanimously to
accept a $2,286,773 funding package
from the Maryland Department of
the Environment through the Mary-
land Water Infrastructure Financing
Administration for Phase 1A of the

project.

The approval comes after the town
returned to the state seeking addi-
tional assistance as project costs in-
creased.

“This is not a project that Berlin
just undertook,” Berlin Town Admin-
istrator Mary Bohlen said. “This is
mandated for every community to
do.”

The lead service line replacement
project began in 2023 after the state
required municipalities to address
water service lines that contain lead.
At the start of the initiative, the town
applied for funding based on early es-
timates, but the anticipated cost grew
as the project moved forward.

Nicholas Bradley, an engineer with

See Md. Page 3
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Md. provides town more funds

Continued from Page 1

Davis, Bowen & Friedel, the town’s en-
gineering consultant, told the council
earlier this year that additional ex-
penses required by the state, including
a 3% administrative fee and a 5% con-
tingency, contributed to the gap be-
tween available funding and the
project’s actual cost.

After the town completed the pro-
ject’s design and put the work out to
bid, it received one response from Teal
Construction Inc. that exceeded the
amount of funding previously secured.

The municipality subsequently re-
quested additional funding from the
state, resulting in the revised offer ap-
proved Monday.

Berlin Finance Director Natalie
Saleh told the council the state has of-
fered an additional $309,060 in repro-
grammed fiscal year 2024 funding to
support the water line replacement
project.

The total funding package offered
for Phase 1A is $2,286,773. The pro-
ject’s estimated expenses total
$2,286,852, leaving the town with a
$79 shortfall that will be covered with
cash from the town’s water fund.

The funding package is structured
through the Drinking Water State Re-
volving Fund and includes both tradi-
tional loan funding and a loan with
principal forgiveness.

Of the total package, $1,007,823, or
about 44%, is listed as loan funding.
Another $1,278,950, or about 56%, is
listed as a loan with principal forgive-
ness.

Councilman Jack Orris asked
whether the town would ultimately be
required to repay only the 44% por-

tion.

Saleh clarified that the principal for-
giveness does not occur immediately.

“It’s not fully forgiven,” Saleh said.
“It will be forgiven after several years
of payment on the interest.”

She added that the exact structure
of the financing, including the interest
rate, will be determined after the town
approves the funding and moves for-
ward with closing. The loan term can
extend up to 30 years, according to the
staff report.

Saleh said the $1,007,823 in stan-
dard loan funding will be the town’s re-
sponsibility, while the remaining
portion is subject to the principal for-
giveness provisions.

The town also will have costs asso-
ciated with the settlement and other fi-
nancing requirements.

The additional state funding follows
an earlier council decision to move for-
ward with the project despite a sub-
stantial funding gap.

In April, the council approved
awarding the project’s approximately
$1.94 million base bid to Teal Con-
struction, contingent on the town se-
curing additional financial support. At
the time, the town faced a funding
shortfall of roughly $463,000 and
transferred $500,000 from another
capital improvement project to help
address the gap.

By May, officials reported that the
shortfall had increased to $618,119
after additional project costs were in-
corporated.

The motion to accept the additional
funding passed unanimously, with
Council Vice President Dean Burrell
absent.

Skate park project gets $300K

Continued from Page 1

lier this year that the final cost will be
closer to $1.3 million when accounting
for add-on features like lighting and
shade structures.

Weeg told the Bayside Gazette on
Monday that Berlin has $45,000
stashed away for the skate park. Of that,
$20,000 was gifted anonymously, and
$14,000 was secured from the dissolu-
tion of the Gavin Knupp Foundation,
started by the mother of hit-and-run
victim Gavin Knupp. The foundation
was disbanded after embezzlement and
theft allegations surfaced involving the
trust. The remaining funds were dis-
persed to local charities.

With the CPP award, the skate
park’s reserve has now soared to
$345,000.

The municipality is still waiting to
hear back on other grant opportunities
it applied for, including a $487,500
grant from DNR’s Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF) and a
$100,000 grant from the Worcester
County Health Department Transfor-
mation Collaborative.

A skate park for Berlin has been in

the works for several years and has
been steadily progressing.

In 2022, the Los Angeles-based
skateboard park design-and-build
company Spohn Ranch was hired to
create conceptual plans.

According to those drawings, the
skateboard facility will likely reach
14,000 10 16,000 square feet and be sit-
uated adjacent to the space planned for
the town’s new public works building at
Heron Park. The site will include classic
skate park elements, including a bowl,
quarter pipes, a pump track, amphithe-
ater steps, a hipped bank, a grind ledge,
an A-frame bank, a slappy curb, and a
landscape area.

In April of 2025, Berlin Public
Works Director Jimmy Charles, joined
by We Heart Berlin representatives,
conducted a walk-through of the future
park’s site and noted the structure’s di-
mensions.

Spohn Ranch is expected to com-
plete construction of the skate park
when the time comes. The company
will add the Berlin project to its official
schedule as soon as the town secures all
the necessary funding.
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Resident opposes proposed open burn ban

While Berlin looks to forbid
large fires, some say big
lands require exceptions

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Aug. 27, 2026) Berlin’s outdoor
burning policy is going back to the
drawing board after residents shared
concerns that the proposed code revi-
sions don’t include an exception for
large properties that need an efficient
way to reduce yard and storm debris.

The Town of Berlin is looking to
tighten its outdoor burning ordinance.
At Monday night’s Town Council meet-
ing, the group held a public hearing and
overhauled the proposed document be-
fore addressing citizen comments. The
revisions suggested this week polished
the code’s language to clarify that open
burning is not allowed in Berlin.

However, after those edits, residents
asked that a pathway be carved out for
large-acreage parcels that rely on open
burning to clear immense accumula-
tions of yard debris or natural storm
wreckage. After hearing those worries,
the council agreed to put the outdoor
fire policy back on the agenda next
month for a first reading, incorporating
the governing team’s amendments
made Monday night and a potential
provision for vast tracts of land.
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Ryan Hardesty, the town’s planning
director, said at the Aug. 10 council
meeting that the outdoor burning re-
view process began several months ago
after questions arose as to whether fire
pits were permitted within municipal
limits.

At that meeting, a broader discus-
sion revealed that the council sup-
ported completely outlawing open
burning, otherwise

get rid of it,” he said.

Hammond noted that his family has
conducted open burns for years and re-
ceives official approval from Worcester
County to do so. He added that while he
could theoretically push his yard waste
back into the woods and forgo any fires,
that would open the area to the spread
of invasive species.

“You might say, ‘why don’t you push

that stuff back into

known as the un-
contained burning
of yard waste, yard
debris, land-clear-
ing debris, and
household trash.
This move would
eliminate the
code’s existing ex-

situation in town

acres, and it ge

‘l may be in a relatively unique
agricultural property...I have 30

debris and | need to get rid of it.
Ed Hammond

the woods?’
Maybe 40 or 50
years ago, before
we had the inva-
sive species that
we have now, it
was easier to push
materials in the
woods and forget

where | have an

nerates a lot of

ceptions that allow
property owners to secure permits for
these kinds of activities.

However, per this week’s discussion,
Berlin could add open burning back
into its updated fire ordinance with
strict parameters.

The issue stems from resident Ed
Hammond, who said he relies on about
one open burn a year to maintain his
30-acre property.

“I'may be in a relatively unique situ-
ation in town where I have an agricul-
tural property...I have 30 acres, and it
generates a lot of debris and I need to

DELAWAREA  Catered Living

® \Ocean Pines
.@’Pl_tlmlle @ @ mmdfiﬁng.mm
Chesapeake Manor / ®
Willards NI
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Assnsted Living + Memory Care
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VA and MAC Subsidy Approved

Respite Care and Hospice Care

Ocean City

about it,” he said.
“I can still cut up and let material lie on
the forest floor if it’s in a well-shaded
area, but most areas are not shaded...I
can’t just push material back into the
woods and hope it goes away because it
becomes a scaffold for invasive species
to grow on and it becomes a large prob-
lem for the land because the wood
doesn't break down fast enough before
the wisteria, whatever it is...gets on it
and starts going.”
Councilman Jack Orris read a state-
ment sent to him by resident Tony
Weeg who suggested how open burning

Call 443-256-4871 Today for more information or
to schedule a visit to our on-site showroom.

exceptions may be handled.

Open burn permits could be made
for properties over a certain size,
capped at four parcels a year, Weeg
said. He added that to guarantee safety,
first responders could be on-site during
the burn.

“[The proposed ordinance] treats
residents with a two-foot brush pile the
same as a property owner sitting on
acres of wooded land who loses his
trees every storm season,” Orris said,
reciting Weeg’s statement. “...The peo-
ple using the exception are exactly
those we should permit. A blanket ban
punishes them to solve a problem they
aren’t actually causing.”

While Monday’s discussion largely
centered on open burning, the council
also agreed to axe language in the code
that would limit recreational bonfires
to 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Bonfires would now
be allowed anytime.

Because the council heavily modi-
fied the proposed outdoor burning or-
dinance Monday night, the group
agreed to table the document. Town at-
torney David Gaskill will revise the code
with the council’s amendments and in-
clude a summary of how a provision
may be incorporated to address the
unique requirements of large parcels.

The code will return for a first read-
ing at the Berlin Town Council’s meet-
ing on Sept. 14.

f
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LEA MARKET
Saturday, Sep 12 | 8am-12pm

(rain or shine)
Qf_\?aﬂ 1S , White Horse Park & Community Center

The Indoor/Outdoor Flea Market
welcomes vendors selling gently
used clothing, household items,

toys, jewelry, collectibles & more!

Admission: FREE to Shoppers!

VENDOR SPACE

All spaces include one 8ft. table & 2 chairs
(indoor & outdoor).

Stop by, take a look at the layout, choose
your location & get registered.

Spaces are $25 each

Call Rec & Parks to register
space at: 410.641.7052
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Town looks to charge fees for declining AMI

Berlin requests permission
to establish rates for those
who refuse smart meters

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Aug. 27, 2026) Berlin’s proposed
fees for customers who opt out of
smart meters and use of the town’s
electric vehicle charging station were
the subject of a Maryland Public
Service Commission hearing Mon-
day night as the town seeks approval
to implement the charges.

Before the Berlin Town Council’s
regular meeting this week, represen-
tatives of the Maryland Public Serv-
ice Commission held a hearing on
the municipality's request to estab-
lish opt-out charges for Berlin elec-
tric customers who choose to forgo

new Advanced Metering Infrastruc-
ture (AMI) and retain the existing
system.

While the council approved an
AMI opt-out policy in March, the
commission must approve the fees
associated with that policy. The
agency will consider comments from
Monday’s hearing before authorizing
the fees.

According to Town Administrator
Mary Bohlen, the municipality in-
tends to charge those who decline
the AMI system a one-time fee of
$50, payable over three install-
ments, as well as a monthly $17 fee.

Bohlen said the charges would re-
cover costs associated with servicing
customers who wish to keep the old
metering system. AMI allows town
staff to read the meters remotely,
while the outdated infrastructure

ClIRANATE
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would need to be read manually.

The proposed tariffs are based on
what other Maryland utilities
charge, Bohlen noted. Delmarva
Power, for instance, has imposed a
$17 monthly fee and a one-time pay-
ment of $75.

“When a customer opts out of
AMI meters, the meter needs to be
read manually, which incurs addi-
tional costs,” Bohlen said. “The rec-
ommended fees ensure these costs
are recovered from customers who
opt out rather than other electric
customers.”

The town’s fee recommendations
drew concerns from resident Bartosz
Rafinski.

Rafinski said Berlin should con-
duct a comprehensive study to eval-
uate whether the $17 recurring fee is
appropriate. The resident said he be-
lieves the monthly payment should
be lower.

“I think some very simple math il-
lustrates it's an overcharge,” he said.

Rafinski added that the compari-
son to Delmarva Power is in-
equitable, as the company serves a
much larger customer base than the
Town of Berlin.

“Delmarva Power operates over
5,000 square miles,” he said. “
Berlin is a compact system concen-
trated in only a few square miles ...

= OCEAN CITY'S OLIZEST BREWING

That matters because one justifica-
tion for this fee is to recover ex-
penses associated with opting out of
AMI meters, since someone has to
travel to the meter to read it physi-
cally. Given how small Berlin is,
Berlin electric [staff] should ab-
solutely be capable of reading six to
ten homes in less than an hour.”

Berlin does not expect many
homeowners to refuse the AMI sys-
tems. Town staff said in March that
at that time, only six residents had
turned down the advanced infra-
structure.

Monday’s public hearing also ad-
dressed the town's proposed fees for
using the municipality-leased elec-
tric vehicle charging station at 25
Commerce Street.

The town is asking the Maryland
Public Service Commission for ap-
proval to charge users 18 cents per
kilowatt-hour for level two charging
and 34 cents per kilowatt-hour for
direct current fast charging.

The Maryland Public Service
Commission will accept written
comments until Friday, Aug. 28 on
both the opt-out charges as well as
the electric vehicle charging fees. In-
dividuals can submit their state-
ments online using the agency’s
public comment drop box on its
website at psc.maryland.gov.
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Decision ... a difficult one g
D
By Tara Fischer director, Kelsey Jensen, also an- ' UC
Staff Writer nounced her departure from the mu- -
(Aug. 27, 2026) After 35 years with  nicipality earlier this month. 0 . ! i1l

Berlin, longtime employee and current
town administrator Mary Bohlen pub-
licly announced her re-
tirement this week,
saying goodbye to the
community she’s
served for over three
decades.

At Monday night’s
Town Council meet-
ing, Bohlen shared re-
marks regarding her
retirement, noting her official last day
will be Oct. 9.

“It has been both a pleasure and a
privilege to serve this community, and
making the decision to retire has been
a difficult one,” she said.

Bohlen added that she’s proud of
her accomplishments during her
tenure with the municipality, as well as
her role in “building a strong founda-
tion for Berlin’s future.”

Bohlen is a Salisbury resident who
first came to Berlin in 1991 at just 25
years old. She began working in Town
Hall’s front office answering phones
and ringing up utility customers.

She continued to rise through the
ranks, securing various roles such as
grants administrator, special projects
administrator, deputy town adminis-
trator, and, since August 2022, town
administrator. Bohlen succeeded for-
mer town administrator Jeff Fleet-
wood.

On Monday night, Bohlen said that
she will “always be proud to have been
a part of this community and its story.”

Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall ex-
pressed his gratitude to the outgoing
administrator and her almost four
decades with the town. Tyndall said
Bohlen’s commitment to Berlin is evi-
dent in her work and in how she rose to
become a senior municipal employee.

“When you say you're proud to be
part of its story, I think you write a por-
tion of your story yourself starting as
someone working in customer service
and admin and working your way all
the way up to the top paid professional
in the Town of Berlin,” Tyndall said. “I
remember when you and I sat down,
and we had a vacancy in the town ad-
ministrator position ... and I said,
‘Mary, you've got a lot of institutional
knowledge ... have you ever considered

t?’... You accepted my request to serve
in this capacity, and it's been an honor
to work together. You're amazing at
what you do.”

The Berlin Town Council also
thanked Bohlen this week.

“Mary, I want to say thank you for
your many, many years dedicated to
service to the town,” Councilman Jay
Knerr remarked.

While she did not offer any com-
ments at this week’s Town Council
meeting, the town’s human resources

Mary Bohlen

Kelsey confirmed in an email to the
Bayside Gazette last week that her offi-
cial last day will be Nov. 13.

Jensen graduated from Frostburg
University in 2011 with a degree in so-
cial work. She later received a master’s
degree in business from the University
of Maryland University College, now
known as University of Maryland
Global Campus, in 2018 and initially
worked as a courtroom clerk for the
Circuit Court of Worcester County.

Jensen came to Berlin in 2016 for an
administrative job. Later, she started
training to earn certification as a mu-
nicipal clerk and eventually took over
as Berlin’s director of human re-
sources.

“The employees of the town mean a
great deal to me, and I will miss work-
ing with each and every one of them,”
Jensen said in an email to the Bayside
Gazette last week. “The kindness and
appreciation they, along with many
residents and business owners, have
shown since I announced my resigna-
tion has been incredibly heartwarming
and has reminded me that I made a
meaningful difference during my time
here.”

510 OFF (10 OFF =g

MD. STATE INSPEGTION. RY 6™ O1L CHA
Most Vehicles ! DE

Cannot combine coupons.Exp. 9/30/26
I.--—————--—————--l ’ AL DISCO
[ S —————— - - -y

TIRE ROTATION Mtz

With Purchase of 0il, Lube & Filter 1

for life of tires when purchased at Racetrack Auto 1 Tl
Includes 10W30 or 5w30, Up to 5 Quarts of Oil, other weights available at extra charge. Diesel 0il & Filter extra. 1

{GOOLANT FLUSH:;

Cannot be combined with other discounts. Exp. 9/30/26
I-———————————————

24 HOUR
TOWING

TRAILERS -

TRAILER HITCHES =

Come See the Experts!

B B0, 93026 I RentaL | nuto
CARS | DETAILING
PARTS & REPAIRS AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Racetrack0C.com

Need Automotive, Body or Marine Repair?

RACETRACK RACETRACK RACETRACK
AUTO&TIRE MARINE & BOAT AUTO & BODY
CENTER SALES SHOP
10436 Racetrack 10438 Racetrack 10834 Ocean
Road, Berlin Road, Berlin Gateway, Berlin

410-641-5262

Visit One of Our 3 Locations:

410-641-5204  410-641-3200

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

(4 v
? 66 2 7‘6 M Realtor® SFR® 'Z_ .,

debbennington4d @gmail.com
410-208-3500 x308 Office » 410-603-8065 Cell
11001 Manklin Meadows Lane Ocean Pines, MD

Yow Find, the Home of Your Dmm’

6 BRIARCREST DRIVE
NORTH GATE OCEAN PINES
+ Charming, lovingly cared-for, 1-owner home in safe,
desirable community.
+ Minutes to Ocean City, Rehoboth & Assateague
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+ Nearby medical facilities, schools, yacht club & golf course.
« Spacious loft can be converted to 3rd BR, office, or flex
space.
+ Great Room cathedral ceilings, wood beams, wood-burning
stove & wraparound deck access from double sliders.
+ Laminate hardwood flooring throughout main living areas.
« Tiled kitchen has SS refrigerator.
+ 1st-floor BR slider leads to vinyl-tech enclosed screened
porch.
+ Outdoor shower, storage shed & U-shaped driveway.
+ Major updates: Roof & HVAC system approx. 5 years old.
+ Pull down attic stairs & encapsulated crawl space.
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UNIT 2208 - OCEAN PINES

« Exceptionally maintained 3 BR, 2 BA with unobstructed
bay views!

» New LVP floor in hall, kitchen, dining, great room & laundry.

+ New BR carpeting + 10’ ceilings with crown molding
throughout.

+ Gourmet kitchen beautiful cabinets, granite counters &
SS appliances.

« Kitchen overlooks formal dining room & great room with
corner gas fireplace.

« Primary suite waterfront balcony, oversized walk-ins,
spa-style BA with jetted tub & double vanities.

« Spacious 2nd & 3rd guest BRs & Expansive covered
balcony!

« Newer installed geo-thermal heating & air system

« Condo fees include flood insurance, bi-annual geothermal
system inspections, annual gas grill service, water, trash,
landscaping, storage & parking lot maintenance.

« 2nd level condo has elevator access & owner storage/bike
storage facilities.
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+ Beautifully maintained 2-story home course in sought-after

community.

« 1st level hardwood floors throughout.
« Great room has cathedral ceilings, sliding glass doors

& windows to golf course views.

« Oversized convenient 1st-floor primary suite has expansive

walk-in closet.

« Upper-level BRs, bath & flexible loft ideal for guests,

hobbies, or office.

» Remodeled kitchen 2022 SS LG appliances, wall oven,

island gas cooktop, upgraded cabinets, quartz counters,
breakfast bar seating, LVP flooring & built-in office nook.

« Large backyard with invisible pet perimeter fence.

« Oversized deck & custom stone patio overlook golf course.
+ Heated garage & central vacuum system.

« Improvements: Gas furnace (approx. 4 years old) &

Remy Halo air purification system, encapsulated crawl
space, annual termite protection & exterior flood lighting.

+ Walk to Yacht Club & Marina.
* Amenity-rich community. NOwW $450,000
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Commissioners will weigh
policy on water leaks, bills

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Aug. 27, 2026) You open your
water bill and see that your usage has
somehow tripled. Neither you nor
Worcester County can explain why.

Are you supposed to just roll over
and pay for all that water?

Under a county policy adopted in
June, not necessarily.

Worcester County’s water leak ad-
justment policy gets its name from
its basic purpose: reducing unusually
high bills caused by water leaking
from a customer’s plumbing.

County officials now are consider-
ing applying the policy retroactively
to about a dozen households that had
already disputed unusually high
charges. The commissioners asked
staff Aug. 18 to review those cases
and report back.

The policy had not been updated
since 2010. County documents say
the June 2 revision was meant to ac-
count for newer metering technology
and to make billing adjustment rules
clearer and more consistent.

The update also created relief for
unexplained high usage, even when
no leak or other cause can be identi-
fied.

To qualify, the bill in question
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must show a customer’s water use
spiking to at least three times the av-
erage of the previous 12 months, and
usage must later return to normal.
Customers have 30 days from the
billing date to request an adjustment.

After the policy changed, Public
Works heard from customers who
had been denied relief or had no way
to seek it under the former rules, ac-
cording to department head Dallas
Baker.

In response, the department
asked commissioners to reopen
water bills dating to July 1, 2025,
when new countywide rate struc-
tures took effect.

But Tuesday’s discussion revealed
a basic disagreement over how
broadly that request should apply.
Public Works proposed reopening a
full year of bills, and county finance
staff analyzed what that could cost.

Commissioner Chip Bertino said
he thought officials were considering
only whether to revisit existing dis-
putes.

“Why are we looking back, open-
ing it up to everybody?” asked
Bertino (District 5, Ocean Pines).

To estimate the potential cost,
county staff looked for accounts
showing unusually large jumps in
water use. They found 2,406 where
usage had at least tripled.

That did not mean all 2,406 cus-
tomers were entitled to relief. It
meant only that their water use had
tripled — the first test under the pol-
icy.

If every flagged account applied
and received an adjustment, staff es-
timated the county’s exposure at ap-
proximately $140,000, not including
the staff time needed to review appli-
cations.

Commissioners pointed out that a
big bill does not always mean some-
thing went wrong. Sometimes, a cus-
tomer simply used more water.

Commissioner Joe Mitrecic asked
whether someone who failed to win-
terize a house should receive relief
after a pipe burst. He also offered the
example of a spike in water use stem-
ming from a house full of guests.

“Because of somebody’s negli-
gence, we can’t be giving away all
that water,” said Mitrecic (District 7,
Ocean City).

The water leak adjustment policy
as written prohibits adjustments for
negligence, willful damage, or failure
to repair known plumbing problems.

Baker estimated that about a
dozen customers had taken disputed
bills before the grievance committee
during the previous year.

Bertino moved to have staff re-
view those cases and report back.
Mitrecic seconded the motion. It
passed 4-0, with Commissioners
Caryn Abbott, Ted Elder and Eric
Fiori absent.
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Commissioners halt vote on
Rt. 589 rezoning moratorium

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Aug. 27, 2026) A proposed one-
year freeze on rezonings throughout
the Route 589 corridor was postponed
last Tuesday after three Worcester
County Commissioners missed the
meeting,.

Commissioner Chip Bertino asked
to remove the measure from the
agenda “until we have a full contin-
gent of commissioners sitting here,”
delaying consideration until at least
Sept. 1, the board’s next scheduled
meeting,.

The four commissioners present
approved Bertino’s motion unani-
mously, with Commissioners Caryn
Abbott, Ted Elder, and Eric Fiori ab-
sent.

County spokeswoman Kim Moses
said it was the first time since April 4,
2018, that three commissioners
missed a meeting.

According to county agenda mate-
rials, the proposed moratorium would
place two pending rezoning applica-
tions on hold. Both were submitted in
May, and county staff have completed
reports on them, but neither has been
scheduled for Planning Commission
review.

County Planning Director Jennifer
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Keener said the county has paused
processing Route 589 rezoning cases
based on the commissioners’ direc-
tion. The precise scope of the morato-
rium will be formalized Sept. 1, she
said.

Attorney Hugh Cropper appeared
last Tuesday on behalf of one appli-
cant, Turville Creek Farms LLC and its
co-applicants, to argue that the appli-
cation should proceed. He said his
clients paid a $2,222.35 filing fee and
spent tens of thousands of dollars on
consultants, engineering work, and a
traffic study. County staff have already
completed a report on the application,
he added.

“I urge you to hear that applica-
tion,” Cropper said. “It’s been applied
for. It’s been there three to four
months. Nothing’s changed since
May. He’s paid his money. If you turn
it down, you turn it down, but I urge
you to hear it.”

Cropper also argued that Mary-
land’s Land Use Article requires an
advertised public hearing before the
county changes its zoning regulations,
a requirement he said applies to the
proposed moratorium.

The proposal would stop the county
from accepting, processing, or review-
ing rezonings within the corridor for
12 months unless rescinded sooner.
Development allowed under existing
zoning and other county approval
processes could continue.

The moratorium emerged earlier
this month from an unsuccessful ef-
fort to build a higher-density town-
house community on a 14.7-acre
property near Ocean Pines.

The property owners withdrew
their request July 21 after seeking ap-
proval to increase the permitted den-
sity from 59 homes to 88 townhouses.
Area residents had gathered about
900 petition signatures in opposition,
and several commissioners indicated
they were unlikely to approve it.

Two weeks later, at the Aug. 4
meeting, Commissioner Jim Bunting
proposed freezing all rezonings along
Route 5809, saying continued develop-
ment around Ocean Pines had wors-
ened traffic on the state road. The
commissioners directed county staff
to prepare the moratorium.

Ashley Mostek, who lives behind
the townhouse property and organ-
ized the petition drive, said residents
understand the decision to wait for all
seven commissioners but remain
hopeful that the moratorium will be
approved.

“The temporary pause on rezoning
applications was an important first
step,” Mostek wrote in a statement.
“Our community has raised very seri-
ous concerns about traffic, safety, in-
frastructure, and the quality of life of
surrounding residents, and we hope
those concerns will continue to be
taken seriously.”
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OC rejects land purchase for future complex

Four City Council members
say they don'’t like location
for indoor-outdoor facility

By Bethany Hooper
Associate Editor

(Aug. 27, 2026) Plans to purchase
a 193-acre property for the develop-
ment of a sports complex just west of
Berlin fell apart last Monday night,
with most of the Ocean City Council
expressing concern about the location
and the impacts it would have on
neighbors.

Dozens of residents in the St. Mar-
tins community, armed with a list of
more than 1,000 signatures, filled the
council chambers to voice their oppo-
sition to the city’s purchase of two
parcels of land off Old Ocean City
Road, roughly nine miles west of mu-
nicipal limits.

The land, officials announced ear-
lier this month, was under considera-
tion for an indoor-outdoor sports
facility, aimed at attracting youth
travel teams and their families to the
area and, ultimately, Ocean City ho-
tels, restaurants and attractions.

However, before the City Council
ever got around to taking public com-
ments, four of the city’s seven council
members kickstarted the discussion
by voicing their own objections to the
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site.

By the end of the meeting, a motion
to pass the first reading of an ordi-
nance, authorizing the Mayor and City
Council to purchase the property,
failed for lack of a second.

“I think this project means a
tremendous amount to Ocean City, I
think this project means a tremen-
dous amount to the county,” said
Councilman Jake Mitrecic, who with-
drew his second after hearing the
community’s concerns. “But without
the buy-in of whatever community it
ends up in, or finding the perfect
place, we're just gonna poison it so
bad that our citizens, that we repre-
sent, will never support it again. And
it will just be gone. Ten years of work,
gone.”

In a work session earlier this
month, the Ocean City Council agreed
to proceed with an $8.7 million pur-
chase contract for the 193-acre parcel,
currently owned by Harrison Farms
LLC. The 7-0 vote effectively began
the city’s first steps in acquiring land
for the development of a future sports
complex.

But by the end of the week, a group
of council members were out at the
property, meeting with nearby resi-
dents and hearing their concerns
about the city’s chosen location. Dur-
ing last Monday’s meeting, when the
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council was to vote on the land acqui-
sition, Council President Matt James
announced he would not be support-
ing the ordinance.

“I've spent hours on the phone talk-
ing to people who support and oppose
this proposed location. I even joined
fellow council members in a meeting
with neighboring property owners
who have legitimate concerns with the
impact that this property will have on
their way of life,” he said at the start of
the discussion. “I do not see a way for
our vision to co-exist with such oppo-
sition to this location. So, in an effort
to be a good neighbor, I do not sup-
port this location moving forward.”

James was backed by Councilman
Jeff Heiser, who likened the commu-
nity’s opposition to the city’s stance on
the offshore wind project.

“You know, we don’t want wind-
mills in our backyard, right? So why
do you guys want to support a com-
plex in yours?” he said. “I also think
this will be a financial burden on the
taxpayers of our city. I want to support
the complex too. I'm for sports, I'm for
tourism. But I think of the burden this
would put on members of our com-
munity at this time. So, at this point,
I'm not in favor.”

Council Secretary Will Savage also
expressed concerns about community
buy-in, as well as the local and state
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approvals needed to make the project
a reality. He said his opinions on the
property acquisition were the same as
those he expressed during the city's
long-running debate over short-term
rentals.

“In my opinion, this is a commer-
cial operation in a residential district,
and this is similar to that ...,” he said.
“I want to stay consistent, and I can’t
support it at this location.”

Councilwoman Carol Proctor
echoed their comments, adding that
she also had concerns about the finan-
cial projections used by the city to
support the development of a facility.

“I actually did speak with some
people who own a sports complex, pri-
vately, and I also spoke with others,
and I just don’t even believe in the
budget or pro forma that was pre-
sented,” she said. “I don’t think those
numbers are correct. I think it’s a lot
of forecasting, and I just can’t get be-
hind the project. I don’t agree with it.”

The majority’s comments then
kicked off a back-and-forth discus-
sion, in which sports complex advo-
cate Councilman John Gehrig
expressed his disappointment over his
colleagues’ decision. He argued that
rejecting the land acquisition before
plans could be presented were “pre-
mature.”

“To be quitters now, you guys
should be ashamed because we talked
about this for years,” he said.

Pointing to the decline in room
night bookings, and a change in
tourism trends, Gehrig said the city
needed to do something to bring “re-
spectful guests” to the resort. Sports
tourism, he said, was a way to do that.

“The economic impacts are
tremendous, and people spend
money,” he said. “These are families
that are spending $3,000 to $5,000 a
year. They are spending that money
throughout our region, and certainly
Ocean City is going to be a beneficiary,
but the entire county is going to bene-
fit. So, we need an idea that’s going to
make real money, that’s going to in-
troduce people to Ocean City, to
Worcester County.”

He also argued that the sports com-
plex would be funded with room tax
dollars, and not residential property
taxes. Proctor, however, continued to
express her concerns — not only about
the funding mechanism, but about en-
tering into a contract for the property
without first seeing the terms in writ-
ing.

“We are putting the horse before
the cart when we are entering into a
contract and signing it,” she said.

Referring to the terms in the con-
tract, City Solicitor Heather Stansbury
said the city was agreeing to buy the
property at $8.7 million and to make
a $250,000 deposit, which would be
paid immediately upon execution of
the contract. She said that money
would only be returned to the city if
the ordinance did not pass, or if the
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Acquisition plans scrapped following outcry

sellers could not convey clear title.

Going further, Stansbury added
that the city would also need to work
with the Maryland legislature, the
Maryland Stadium Authority and
other agencies to get the necessary ap-
provals for the property.

“If those things occur, you would
not have to move forward to settle-
ment and purchase the property for
$8.7 million, but you would not get
back your $250,000,” she said.

Replying to Gehrig’s comments,
James said the argument was not
about desire for a sports complex, but
about the location.

“Maybe even some of the people
here want the sports complex,” he
said. “If we can go back and find a
property that is zoned for something
like this, it may be more palatable for
me.”

Mayor Rick Meehan shared his
support for the sports complex project
but noted that Ocean City did not have
the space to accommodate a facility.
With that said, he said the city needed
to work with those outside municipal
limits.

“I think what tonight has proved is,
once again, the process has failed ...,”
he said. “We didn't have the opportu-
nity or the process in place to hear a
lot of these concerns, answer the ques-
tions, and rule out this property be-

ONE

fore it came to this, if it didn't meet the
test. That's what’s failed us.”

“You shouldn't have to be here,” he
told community members in atten-
dance, “and some of our council mem-
bers shouldn't have to be asking the
questions that they're asking tonight.”

James disagreed with Meehan.

“I don’t think it was rushed to an
agenda for any wrong reasons,” he
replied. “I think we put it on the
agenda because we needed to move
forward, and this is the process it
would take to do so. We needed the
public to be aware that we were look-
ing at the properties so they can pro-
vide feedback. We also had a timeline,
expecting that the project may be pe-
titioned. We wanted to be able to put
it on the ballot for the November elec-
tion, so we had a true representation
of Ocean City voters.”

The council’s comments were fol-
lowing by public discussion, during
which nearby residents, farmers and
business owners shared their opposi-
tion to the city taking agricultural
farmland for commercial use. They
also voiced their concerns about traf-
fic, future development and the ap-
praisal the city used in reaching a
purchase price.

While the property is currently ap-
praised at $2.7 million, that number
increases to $8.7 million if the land is
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rezoned as commercial.

“If you don’t want it here, help us
find somewhere else,” Gehrig told res-
idents following their public com-
ments.

Ultimately, Gehrig’s motion to ap-
prove the property purchase on first
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The rejected sports complex location is pictured on a graphic north of Route 50 in the village
known as Saint Martins.

reading failed, with Mitrecic with-
drawing his second.

“I want this bad, but not bad
enough to screw it up, where we can’t
make it happen in the future,” Mitre-
cic told Gehrig. “That’s just how I
feel.”
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Funding approved for tech
school course instruction

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Aug. 27, 2026) The problem isn’t
that Ocean City lacks firefighters quali-
fied to teach high school Fire/EMS
classes — it’s that those firefighters al-
ready have full-time jobs to do.

That’s why Worcester County offi-
cials voted Tuesday to authorize up to
$50,000 to pay resort firefighters and
paramedics to teach at Worcester Tech-
nical High School on their off-hours,
rather than pull them away from regu-
lar emergency-response shifts.

“We don’t have anybody, at least
currently in mind, that is capable of
doing this as a full-time job,” Ocean City
Fire Chief Josh Bunting said. “So, it’s
really cobbling together instructors that
are working.”

Worcester Tech has had difficulty
staffing the program because instruc-
tors need fire and emergency medical
expertise, as well as the certifications re-
quired to teach those skills, according
to Worcester County Fire Marshal Matt
Owens.

The Maryland Fire and Rescue Insti-
tute traditionally provides instructors
for the program, but fire officials said
the organization can’t always support a
class when enrollment falls below its re-
quired threshold.

When that happens, the county has
turned to Ocean City, which has its own
training academy and a pool of certified
instructors.

That $50,000 amount isn’t a fixed
teacher salary — it’s a pool of money to
pay several instructors, and the actual
cost varies depending on the course.

A classroom lesson might require
one instructor, Bunting said, while
hands-on exercises inside a fire-train-
ing building mandate several instruc-
tors to safely supervise students.

The commissioners' $50,000 appro-
priation is expected to shore up staffing
for the 2026—27 school year. Looking
ahead, though, officials will need to lock
down a more consistent staffing regi-
men.

Bunting said that could be coordi-
nated through a dedicated group of in-
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structors or with the help of the school
system itself.

“As a parent,” he said, “it’s hard to
have your kid look at an opportunity at
the tech center that may or may not be
there next year depending on funding
and available instructors.”

The Fire/EMS program has been of-
fered at Worcester Tech since the 2009-
10 school year, giving students from the
county’s three high schools a head start
on the training required to become fire-
fighters, paramedics, and emergency
medical technicians.

The program is a two-year commit-
ment. Students spend one school year
on emergency medical training and an-
other on firefighting. They'll leave with
basic certifications they can put to use
with a career or volunteer fire company.

More than a dozen students have ex-
pressed interest in taking the EMT
coursework this school year, according
to Bunting. Numerous graduates have
gone on to work in fire, EMS and other
public-safety roles locally.

“We always want to have new blood
— I mean, that’s the lifeline,” Owens
said. “The life of the fire service is get-
ting the young blood in.”

Still, career and volunteer fire de-
partments across Worcester County
need young recruits.

“There is not enough help coming
into our industry, whether volunteer or
career,” Bunting said.

In the meantime, firefighting stu-
dents will soon have a new place to put
that training to work: a new training
tower across from Worcester Tech in
Newark recently received its certificate
of occupancy. It replaces a facility that
officials said lasted nearly four decades.

Owens winced a little when he re-
called taking three-hour nighttime fire-
fighting classes when he first started
with the volunteer fire service.

Today, he noted, Worcester Tech
students can complete that training
during the school day and graduate
with the basic certifications needed to
enter a career or volunteer department.

“It’s a tremendous opportunity,”

Owens said.
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Chamber to hold
annual classic
car, truck event

(Aug. 28, 2026) The Worcester
County Chamber of Commerce in
Ocean Pines announce its 12th An-
nual Classic Car, Truck & Jeep Show
on Saturday, Aug. 29 at the racetrack
at Ocean Downs Casino.

This free, family-friendly event
will feature classic cars, trucks and
Jeeps, local business and nonprofit
vendors, food and beverages for pur-
chase, and DJ Rupe, playing leg-
endary music from throughout the
decades. Tara Calabrese — Images by
Stara will provide onsite photography
and drone footage.

The Promenade Sponsor is Bryant
Sterling with i.g. Burton Auto Group,
and the Entertainment Sponsor is
Premier Driving School.

The car show runs approximately
9 a.m. to noon., with trophies
awarded at 12:30 p.m. Categories in-
clude Classic, Antique, Hot Rod,
Modern (2000s+), Custom (Non-
Stock), Eurasian, Corvette, Jeep
Stock, Jeep Custom, Truck/SUV, Best
of Show, People’s Choice, and Honor-
able Mentions.

Pre-registration is $25 and is
available online through Thursday,
August 27 at www.WorcesterCounty-
Chamber.org. Onsite registration be-
gins at 8 a.m. Saturday, and all
vehicles must be registered by 9 a.m.

Local businesses and nonprofits
are invited to participate as vendors
along the patio. Vendor opportunities
are available, and booth space is free
for nonprofits.

For car show registration or vendor
information, call the Chamber at 410-
641-5306 or visit the Worcester
County Chamber Visitor Center, 11047
Racetrack Road, Berlin, Md. 21811, lo-
cated behind the ERA Realty office.

For additional information, con-
tact 410-641-5306 or info@Worces-
terCountyChamber.org.

Tickets on sale
for ice hockey bus
trip from Pines

(August 20, 2026) Ocean Pines
Recreation & Parks will host a bus
trip to the Washington Capitals vs.
New York Rangers game on Friday,
October 9.

The bus will depart the Commu-
nity Center at 3 p.m., with an addi-
tional pickup at the Shoppes at
Salisbury parking lot at 3:20 p.m.
Game time is 7 p.m. at Capital One
Arena in Washington, D.C.

The cost is $105 per person and in-
cludes transportation and the game
ticket.

For more information and to reg-
ister, call 410-641-7052.

With 35 years of experience practicing
law in Maryland, Andrew C. Stone is now

secure Your Assets and offering Estate Planning services to the
Maryland Eastern Shore, to help you

Your Fam“y’s Future with prepare for the future with confidence.

AVAILABLE SERVICES

TRUSTS
LAST WILLS & TESTAMENTS
POWERS OF ATTORNEY
HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES
ESTATE ADMINISTRATION
Schedule a free initial consultation

to discuss the Estate Planning
options that are right for you.

12417 Ocean Gateway #12

West Ocean City, Maryland 21842 TIDELAND LAW

Tel: 443-513-6646 * Tidelandlaw.com

our backyard came with a

What ]F JJee e little more breathing room?

With our great mortgage rates, your dream move is closer than you think!

6.000% | 6.177% APR* | 5.000% L6.288% APR**

Fixed Rate | 30-Year Term 5/1 Adjustable Rate | 30-Year Term

Ready to learn more?

Visit one of our seven convenient branch
locations, call us at 410-546-1101, or visit
us online at www.FirstShoreFederal.com!

FIRST SHORE
FEDERAL

Terms ¢~ Conditions NMLS:
““Unnual Percentage Rate (APR) effective as of July 31, 2026. Monthly loan payment per $1,000 at 6.177% APR $6.00 for 360 months. 431561
“Annual Percentage Rate (APR) effective as of July 31, 2026, Monthly loan payment per $1,000 at 6.288% APR $5.37 for 360 months, The 5/1 ARM Loan is @
fixed for the first five years and then will have rate adjustments which occur every year and will be based on the weekly average yield on US Treasury Securities
adjusted to a constant maturity of one year. The interest rates will not change by more than 2% each adjustment and 6% over the life of the loan. g
These terms are available for Primary/Secondary residences with a maximum LTV of 90% or less located within the Lower Eastern Shore of Maryland, Lower LENDER
Delaware, and Accomack County, Virginia. Construction loans will be charged a Vi point and inspection fees are required on construction loans. The maximum = A
loan to value for construction-permanent loans is 80%. Property insurance will be required and if applicable, flood insurance will be required. Max Loan Term =
is 30 years. Subject to credit approval. Payment quoted does not include taxes and insurance. Rates subject to change without notice. DIG
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The Berlin Chamber
of Commerce hosted
the second annual
Chili Pepper Festival
in downtown Berlin
last Saturday. The
event featured live
music by the Hot
Sauce Band, a vari-
ety of vendors, a
pepper-eating con-
test, a wing contest
and much more. Pic-
tured are scenes
from the day’s event.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF

GARRETT NEVILLE/
GOOD BOY MFG.
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Obituaries

MICHAEL FRANCIS HIGGINS

Ocean City
Michael “Mike” Higgins, beloved
husband, father, grandfather,

brother, and friend, passed away on
August 17, 2026, sur-
rounded by his fam-
ily.

Born in 1944 in In-
dependence, Iowa, to
Don and Cora Hig-
gins, Mike showed an
early aptitude for
learning. He mas-
tered typing in grade
school, a skill that led to his assign-
ment to the Pentagon during the
Vietnam War.

Following his service, Mike began
a long career with IBM, where he
worked until his retirement in 1992.
He later spent more than 30 years in
real estate.

In 1983, Mike married Kathleen,
the love of his life. Together they built
a home in Ocean City, where they
lived for more than 40 years.

He is survived by his wife, Kath-
leen; his children, Michael Higgins
Jr. of Louisville, Kentucky, and Kevin
Sean Higgins of Woodbridge, Vir-
ginia; and his grandchildren, Michael
III of Knoxville, Tennessee, Kaitlyn
and Hailey Higgins of Woodbridge,
Virginia, and Matthew Higgins of
Louisville, Kentucky.

Mike is also survived by his sib-
lings Vince Higgins and Mary Breit-
bach of Iowa and Ron Higgins of
Colorado. He was preceded in death
by his brothers Thom Higgins and
Sam Higgins.

A devoted community member,
Mike served for many years as treas-

Mike Hiins ..

urer of the Delmarva Irish American
Club and especially enjoyed partici-
pating in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

A lifelong sports fan, he faithfully
followed the Washington Redskins,
Washington Capitals, and Washing-
ton Nationals, sharing that enthusi-
asm with family and friends.

Mike and Kathleen had been
preparing to move to Annapolis to be
closer to family just weeks before his
passing. Though that move did not
come to be, his love and legacy re-
main deeply rooted in those he cher-
ished.

He will be remembered as a loving
husband, father, grandfather,
brother, and friend.

Services will be held on Thursday,
September 10, 2026, at St. Mary's
Star of the Sea Church (208 S. Balti-
more Avenue) in Ocean City, Mary-
land. Visitation will begin at 10 a.m.,
and Mass will begin at 11 a.m. In lieu
of flowers, the family requests dona-
tions be made in Mike's honor to St.
Mary's Star of the Sea/Holy Savior
Church, Ocean City, Maryland.

He will be deeply missed and for-
ever loved.

JOHN F. FERRY I
Ocean Pines

On June 19, 2026, John Francis
Ferry I1I passed away at the age of 38,
leaving behind a mountain of memo-
ries and even more DVDs.

John lived his life like an award-
winning film that was full of heart, re-
markable moments, and plenty of
quotable dialogue. Like movies, he
brought people together. Always the
main character living life loudly, au-
thentically, and entirely in the pres-

OBITUARY NOTICES

Obituary Notices cost $50 per week for Print and Online Publications.
E-mail: editor@octodaydispatch.com
Mail: 11934 Ocean Gateway, Suite 6, Ocean City, Md. 21842
Fax: 410-723-6511

No need for special event, sell
your jewelry anytime.

: Text Madeleine @ 302.296.6909
Gemologist | Jewelry Designer |

Appraiser I'M ALWAYS BUYING!
www._sashasjewels.com

Sashas Jewels On Your Mind?

...Weeks?...Months?...Years?...

Call or Text Today for an Appointment
We Are Taking in Repairs Too
Check Out Our Facebook Page

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN BUSINESS

202 Gumboro Rd. Selbyville, DE 19975

Store Hours: Friday 12-5, Saturday 2-5
or by appointment please text 302.296.6909
Please call ahead to make sure we are not at another location_4#=aa

Spence’s Bazaar Location

550 S. New St. Dover, DE 19904
Store Hours: Tuesday 10-3

Friday & Saturday 10-3

PEOPLE lOVE
SASHA'S JEWELS LIC!

ent moment, he em-
bodied a perfect cross
between two of his fa-
vorite actors, Tom
Hanks and Robert De
Niro. He demon-
strated Hanks’s
warmth with an infec-
tious smile and hugs
that made you feel like the center of
the universe.

No one was friendlier than John,
and no one stayed a stranger to him
for long. Truly, to know him was to
love him.

He also had the stubbornness of a
classic De Niro character. John was a
master at holding his ground, insist-
ing on a point, and frequently repeat-
ing himself. It was often pointless to
argue with him, though; he was usu-
ally right.

A natural-born entertainer, during
his time at United Rehabilitation
Services (URS) in Hazleton John
commanded the spotlight in their an-
nual Christmas and spring musicals.
He also beamed his uplifting energy
(no matter how off-key) in the URS
chorale group, Our Proud Voices.

True to his generous spirit, John’s
final act was to be an organ donor, so
he can continue to bring healing and
comfort to others.

John held his many co-stars

John Ferry Il

dearly. He leaves behind his mother,
Paula Matus Ferry, his father John
“Jack” Ferry Jr., and stepmother
Cathy Gallagher. Siblings Maeve Shay
and husband Ian Shay, Caitlin Ferry,
and William Ferry. Niece Sawyer
Shay. Beloved aunts and uncles, Scott
Matus, Kathy Sweet, Karen Neglia,
Jeffrey and Carmen Ferry, Michael
and Marguerite Picucci, and Patrick
and Colette Ferry, in addition to his
many cousins and friends. Preceding
him in death were his grandparents,
John “Jack” Sr. and Mary Ferry and
Paul and Dorothy Matus, and uncle,
Frank Neglia (we can already hear the
“DooDah”s).

The family would also like to ex-
tend gratitude to the staff at Frese-
nius Kidney Care Bethlehem who
served as John’s ultimate supporting
cast.

In his honor, the family asks that
you live authentically, put on a great
film, and give someone you love an
unforgettable hug.

A Celebration of Life was held on
Saturday, July 11, 2026, at the Can-
telmi Long Funeral Home, 500 Lin-
den Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018. A
memory tribute may be placed at
www.cantelmifuneralhome.com.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to Gift of Life, 401
North 3rd St. Philadelphia, PA 19123.

START SOMETHING HERE!

Looking for the ideal business location?
Onancock, VA is a small town with big
opportunities. Search available properties,
business resources, and tools to succeed at

-,

ck.com.

£ VIRGINIA
’- MamStr_eet
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Opinion

Please send all letters and other editorial submissions to

editor@octodaydispatch.com by 5 p.m. Monday.

Sports complex site
needs transparency

Why is the sports complex so important to Ocean City?

It’s a question that needs a clear answer with an explana-
tion that connects with everyone in Worcester County.

The reality is the sports complex has been pushed for
more than a decade because there are concerning trends
being seen in tourism, and something big needs to be done
to keep Ocean City moving forward in a competitive market-
place. Sports tourism is viewed as a meaningful opportunity
to bring new business to the area not only during the shoul-
der months but also in the summer season.

Before another site is proposed, Ocean City needs to be
honest with itself as well as those outside the area. When
people ask why a sports complex needs to be built, it needs
to be explained with sincerity — tourism is too slow and needs
a shot in the arm. Why everyone in the county should care is
a point that needs explaining.

The heart of the matter is Ocean City’s importance to our
local economy from an employment and tax revenue per-
spective. Ocean City is the revenue king for Worcester,
thanks largely to second homeowners, and we should all care
subsequently about its health. The revenues linked to
tourism help support county services, including our public
school system.

Ocean City's tourism industry needs additional opportu-
nities to attract visitors, now even in the summer months,
and our entire county benefits when Ocean City's tourism
economy is strong.

We are seeing concerning signs with tourism, and all of us
in Worcester should be concerned if business is soft in Ocean
City.

Wanting the project does not mean we should accept the
wrong location just to get it built. The site must make sense
and not ruin local ways of life. When the next potential loca-
tion is identified — and the search should continue - commu-
nication with nearby residents needs to begin early. That's
the only way this process will be fair, transparent and ulti-
mately successful.
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Letters

“Berlin Uncool”

signs way off base

Editor,

This letter is only directed
to the person and/or per-
sons who have placed signs
around Berlin saying. “Make
Berlin Uncool Again.”

The sign makes a “play”
on the award Berlin received
as “America’s Coolest Small
Town” by Budget Travel in
2014. However, the implica-
tion as I see it, is that these
persons feel the town has
grown and become too busy
for their taste.

No matter their reason-
ing, I feel the sign is offen-
sive to many, who have
worked to bring Berlin out of
the doldrums from the early
1980’s. In the era, most of
the long time retailers in-
cluding grocery, hardware,
clothing, etc., had left town
leaving primarily vacant
buildings or offices. Offices
do not stimulate the com-
merce of towns therefore re-
tail was needed.

Another major issue in
those years was the condition
of much of the buildings
which had become somewhat
dilapidated or run down.

When you consider the
huge capital expenditures
that was made to rehabili-
tate the buildings and the ef-
fort to bring new ideas to
town including festivals etc,
it’s a slap in their faces to
have a sign saying, “Make
Berlin Uncool Again.”

I hope this motto goes
away. Instead, thank the nu-
merous people that gave
their dedication to revive
what was once a dying town.
They have kept the historic
value, revived the local spirit
and I applaud all those peo-
ple, as well as the newcom-
ers. At least be considerate
of their success, even if you
preferred living in a ghost
town of “uncool” squaller, as
Berlin used to be.

Reese Cropper, I11
Ocean City

Harris could limit

menhaden picking

Editor,

If Congressman Andy
Harris really wanted to help
the Chesapeake Bay and the
Maryland Coastal Bays com-
munities he could advocate
for restricting the harvest of
menhaden. Menhaden are
harvested by a Virginia-
based company Omega Pro-
tein, with connection to a
Canadian corporation Cooke
Inc., and used to manufac-
ture fish oil.

The importance to Mary-
land waters is that men-
haden is a food source for
rockfish, tuna, whales, dol-
phins, osprey and eagles.
The Department of Natural
Resources has been forced to
shorten the rockfish season
because of declining popula-
tions, and conservation
groups have reported eagle
and osprey chicks dying

from starvation. Meanwhile,
Omega Protein continues to
take menhaden at an alarm-
ingly high rate and the men-
haden population has fallen
37% since 2022. Conserva-
tionists say that the limit
should be cut by 50%

To expect the Trump ad-
ministration to support an
environmental regulation
may be a stretch, but this
could fit right in. Trump’s
petulant Canadian tariffs
would give him an excuse.
His Justice Department,
which is bound and deter-
mined to be his judicial
weapon against perceived
enemies (such as Canada, a
country that has been “rip-
ping off the United States of
America for years”), would
be inclined to agree.

There’s a hitch: Omega
Proteins has directed a sig-
nificant portion of its state-
level political donations over
the years to conservative and
Republican groups, such as
the Virginia Senate Republi-
can Caucus and individual
Republican general assem-
bly candidates, according to
the Virginia Public Access
Project.

Congressman Harris
could protect the fisheries in
his district, but maybe at the
cost of donations to Repub-
lican legislators in Virginia.
This is the test: Which
comes first, constituents or
the Republican party?

Ronald Pilling
Bishopuville

County approves human composting

Company to use the
soil to turn farmland
into forested area

By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

(Aug. 27, 2026) Worces-
ter County has approved a
first-of-its-kind human com-
posting project near Snow
Hill, but not without some
unease from neighbors liv-
ing alongside the property
where the unique soil would
go.

The county’s Board of
Zoning Appeals voted 4—2 at
its Aug. 13 meeting to grant
a special exception that al-
lows soil made from human
remains to be applied to the
agricultural property as a
soil amendment.

The decision clears the
way for the company Earth
Funeral to use the soil to
gradually convert the 15
acres of farmland into a for-
est, at a rate of about one to
two acres per year.

Attorney Hugh Cropper

represented both Earth Fu-
neral and the current prop-
erty owners, whose contract
to sell the land was contin-
gent on zoning approval. A
sale price was not disclosed.

Cropper told the zoning
board that human compost-
ing can be considered a “nat-
ural alternative” to having a
casket or a headstone.

“This way, you naturally
go back in the soil, you nour-
ish the trees, trees take up
the nutrients, and you're

See WORCESTER Page 21



August 27, 2026

Bayside Gazette

Page 19

Local school system adopts strategic plan

The new framework, “Learn,
Lead and Succeed,” will
guide schools until 2030

By Tara Fischer
Staff Writer

(Aug. 27, 2026) The Worcester
County Board of Education last week
received an overview of the school sys-
tem’s new strategic plan that will guide
Worcester County Public Schools’ pri-
orities through 2030.

The 2026-2030 plan, entitled
“Learn, Lead and Succeed,” ensures
every student is “known, supported,
challenged and prepared for the fu-
ture,” said WCPS Coordinator of Pub-
lic Relations Carrie Sterrs.

As part of the new strategic frame-
work, the school board adopted a new
mission and vision. The mission states,
“In Worcester County, we know every
student by name, strength and need.”
The vision reads, “WCPS is a school
community where every student is em-
powered to learn, lead and succeed.”

The board also adopted five core
values — community, respect, excel-
lence, growth, and creativity — based
on feedback from over 1,100 school
system stakeholders. Officials said the
values reflect the culture the commu-
nity wants to build throughout its
classrooms and schools.

Matthew Record, chief safety and

academic officer, said school safety is
a foundational component of the en-
tire strategic plan rather than a goal
limited to one area.

“Safety is foundational and is all en-
compassing in all areas of our strategic
direction,” Record said.

He added that responsibility falls to
all members of the school system, in-
cluding administrators, teachers, par-
ents, and outside agencies.

The plan establishes four overarch-
ing goals: student success and future
readiness; belonging and well-being;
staff and organizational excellence;
and communication and collabora-
tion.

Under the student success and fu-
ture readiness goal, WCPS will focus
on academic growth while preparing
students for a variety of paths after
graduation, including higher educa-
tion, military service, and careers.

Key performance indicators include
increasing the percentage of students
demonstrating readiness on the
kindergarten readiness assessment
and increasing the percentage of third-
grade students demonstrating reading
proficiency on the Maryland State As-
sessment. Additional measures will
track mathematics achievement in
third and eighth grades as well as col-
lege and career readiness at the high
school level.

Record said the measures are in-

tended to serve as milestones rather
than the sole definition of student suc-
cess.

The second goal, belonging and
well-being, focuses on ensuring stu-
dents feel safe, supported, and con-
nected to their schools.

Under the new plan, WCPS will
seek to decrease chronic absenteeism,
ensure the risk ratio for exclusionary
discipline remains below the state’s
threshold for disproportionality, and
increase the percentage of students
who report favorable opinions of
school safety through the Maryland
School Survey.

According to Jennifer Sills, interim
chief academic officer, the third goal,
staff and organizational excellence,
recognizes that student success de-
pends on having strong employees and
systems in place to support them.

The goal includes attracting, devel-
oping, and retaining high-quality staff
while guaranteeing the school system
operates efficiently and responsibly.

Among the indicators are increas-
ing the percentage of teachers and ad-
ministrators trained in the science of
reading, increasing staff attendance,
increasing the percentage of teachers
of color hired into teaching and lead-
ership positions, and increasing the
percentage of professional staff with a
master’s degree or higher.

The plan also calls for maintaining

or increasing the number of schools
earning a satisfactory grade on the
WCPS Health and Wellness Action
Plan Assessment and ensuring the an-
nual financial statement audit is com-
pleted in a timely manner with an
unqualified opinion.

The final goal focuses on communi-
cation and collaboration between the
school system, families, and the
broader Worcester County commu-
nity.

Sills said strong relationships and
trust were consistent themes in feed-
back gathered during the strategic
planning process.

“This goal emphasizes transparent,
meaningful communication and op-
portunities for our stakeholders and
community partners to remain ac-
tively connected to our work in our
schools,” she said.

WCPS will measure progress by
tracking satisfaction with district and
school communications through its
annual family survey. The plan also re-
quires each school to maintain a crisis
communication plan as part of its an-
nual emergency planning documents,
aligned with the school system’s Stan-
dard Response Protocol.

Sills said the strategic plan was also
developed to align with the Blueprint
for Maryland’s Future. The four local
goals connect across all five of the
Blueprint’s pillars, she said.

BN B OPEN HOUSES vo27-sets i fi o6 O EER

DAY/TIME
Fri-Mon 11am-4pm
Mon-Fri 9am-4pm
Friday Noon-2pm
Friday 2-4pm

Saturday 11am-1pm
Saturday 11am-3pm
Saturday Noon-2pm
Saturday 1-3pm
Saturday 2-4pm

Sunday 10:30am-12:30pm
Sunday 11:30am-1:30pm
Sunday 11:30am-1:30pm
Sunday 1-3pm

Sunday 1:30-3:30pm
Monday Noon-2pm

Saturday 10:30am-12:30pm 12301 Jamaica Avenue, #351N, Ocean City

ADDRESS BR/BA STYLE PRICE
Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside, Ocean City 1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+ Condos, Towns & SF -

12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC 2BR/2BA Single Family from $279,750

12301 Jamaica Avenue #351N, Ocean City 2BR/2BA Condo $499,900

6201 Coastal Highway #806, Ocean City 4BR/3BA Condo $1,678,000

Saturday 10:30am-12:30pm 35596 N. Gloucester Circle, Millsboro, DE  3BR/2.5BA Townhome $305,000

2BR/2BA Condo $499,900

5034 Spencer Rd, Snow Hill 4BR/3.5BA Single Family $699,300
12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC 2BR/2BA Single Family from $279,750

75 King Richard Road, Ocean Pines 4BR/3.5BA Single Family $829,900

306 14th Street Unit A, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA Townhome $899,900

12418 Coastal Marsh Drive, Berlin 4BR/3.5BA Single Family $657,500

953 Yacht Club, Ocean Pines 3BR/2.5BA Townhome $479,900

306 14th Street Unit A, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA Townhome $899,900

302 Franklin Avenue, Berlin 3BR/2BA Single Family $410,000

22 Capetown Road, Ocean Pines 4BR/2.5BA Single Family $424,500

12418 Coastal Marsh Drive, Berlin 4BR/3.5BA Single Family $657,500

306 14th Street Unit A, Ocean City 3BR/3.5BA Townhome $899,900

For additional Real Estate Offerings in the area, don’t miss the
Labor Day Weekend Coastal Association of Realtors Real Estate Guide,
inserted into OC Today-Dispatch’s September 4th Holiday Weekend Issue!

Rob & Anne-Marie Bouse/RE/MAX Advantage Realty

AGENT/AGENCY

Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate

Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Katie Landon/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Power of 2 Team/Hileman Real Estate

Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Katie Landon/Coldwell Banker Realty
Katie Landon/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Katie Landon/Coldwell Banker Realty
Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty

Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers.

$10 for listing without advertisement.
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BY SAM BRODY / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ s 22
Sam Brody, of Brooklyn, is a research scientist and software engineer specializing in natural language processing. | I
This is his fourth crossword (and second Sunday) for The Times. “The idea for this puzzle's theme started with 23 26
79-Across,” he says, “but in reverse — the clue was initially the grid entry, and vice versa.” Then he realized that
solving in the opposite direction would be more fun. — W.S. 27 30
ACROSS 54 Some funerary 112 Escort to a 20 Consequences 34 135
1 Work parodied by selections penthouse, say of supply-chain .
Umberto Eco’s 56 SAG__ 116 _ TALO problems
“Granita” 60 Stands for speakers 120 Even 24 Cross
7 Subject of Hawthorne’s 62 Preserver of 121 Carry on 25 Dizzying gallery ) s 6 a7 48 |49 50 |51 |s2 |53
“The Scarlet Letter” freshness 122 Tender cut works -
10 One's opponents 63 Sent 123 Pie portions 26 Pauses while playing 54 55 56 57 58 59
14 Uncool 64 Place for a sailor’s shapewise 32 Treasure or desert o - ” "
18 Untold anchor, informally 194 crones follower
19 Down Under runners 67 Hunk 125 Gas brand that :: E‘.“t;ol:ls oo 55 00111 il il e i ol s 70 |™ 2
91 [ . 70 Disapproving i 0b that may involve
21 Caramel-filled cand; sounds like two ; .
22 Word followin l:ll??.n}‘.r syllables letters of the S E RN r " * ° i i
2 72 It may be mental alphabet hoops 79 80 81 |82 83 |84 (85 |86
or honey ; 36 Form of detective
: 73 Out, in a way 126 Invention originally e
23 _ATSO__ and fiction 87 88 89 90 91 92
EKYI 75 “That’s cool, man” developed as a _‘ i
—bhil, 77 Words that m: vellow dye 37 Channel for gaming - .
27 Astonished, d"r 8 LAt may open 127 Refuise to bude enthusiasts? 83 |84 95 96 o7 98
informally Yors FINEC WM 38 Actress Skye
2 79 NIGHT 29 100 101|102 103
28 With 45-Across, many T fic 39 Words after check,
a correspondent 83 Learning metho I.)O.WN follow or catch 104 106
29 Do business 87 Guard, as a goal 1 Striplings 40 Bum
- Se ¥ - 107 11 112 13
30 Uncle, in Uruguay 88 (?e[ rid of . 2 Texle‘l‘" s“Then again 4 Reason to take a shot
31 Water nymph of 89 *Yadda, yadda 46 Some odoriferous e L ne
Greek myth 90 Squeaker ... or 3 Bananas gifts = 122 e
33 Poet’s Muse squeallez 4 Chants 48 Smartphone
34 Memorial ___ 92 H_o1lnle 1mlprovement 5 Briefly swam predecessors, for s i o
Kettering (New York "u_tla il . . 6 Home to more than short
City medical facility) 29 It_allau wine city 1,500 languages: 49 Female rapper with a
36 _ RAVES " F;?:;U?SLSO kg s M;f"’bc‘i' | '}?é:f;g‘r‘;\rf]‘;d With 64 Thai money 81 Ophthalmology 96 Member of the 103 Producer of a call to
41 It may be petrified 97 Toddler’s jumping i lx:.? o é pf-tc ' 51 “Diminutive” Greek 65 “Gotcha” concern.s EL}-:'L"S T arms .
42 Acknowledge oy o g MLet : do 1:1"&,f ! lties 66 Group with a tartan 52 Green sci - Big Blue,” in EI ief 104 Go__ (fail)
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Worcester allows natural organic reduction

Continued from Page 18
there forever — very low impact,” he
said.

Cropper also acknowledged that
“it’s not a use that everybody might
be happy is next to their house,” but
insisted the composted soil would be
odor-free and nontoxic.

He also said this doesn’t make the
site into a cemetery — which is its own
regulated land use — because there
would be no signage, public access, or
regular traffic associated with the
property.

In 2024, Maryland approved
what’s known as “natural organic re-
duction” under the Green Death Care
Options Act. The law sets a regulatory
framework for facilities performing
the process and prohibits the result-
ing soil from being used to grow food
for humans or livestock. It also legal-
ized a different process known as
water cremation.

The act, however, did not spell out
where or how large quantities of the
resulting soil could be applied, leav-
ing Worcester County to decide how
such a use fit within its zoning rules.

For Earth Funeral, which is also a
licensed state funeral home, the
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Scotty Road property would be its
first land application site in Maryland
since opening a processing facility in
Elkridge in May. The company has
run a similar reforestation project in
Washington state for about four
years.

The roughly $5,000 process relies
on a chemical-free mixture of wild-
flowers, wood chips, and microbes to
transform a corpse into roughly 300
pounds of soil in 30 to 60 days. The
resulting soil is tested for pathogens,
heavy metals, and harmful bacteria
before leaving the facility.

Families decide how much of the
resulting soil they want to keep. The
remainder can be mixed with mate-
rial from other decedents, stored at
Elkridge, and eventually hauled in
sealed containers to a conservation
site such as the Worcester property,
according to Scott Roycroft, the com-
pany’s head of real estate.

Some details remain unsettled.
Earth Funeral did not identify the
local funeral home it would work
with, nor did the company say when
the first soil application would occur.

County officials previously said the
applicants had discussed applying
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MDDC

roughly 15 to 30 cubic yards of mate-
rial per acre, although the final rate
will be determined through a nutrient
management plan.

Among several neighbors who
raised concerns at the zoning hearing
was Roger Richardson, a former
Maryland agriculture secretary who,
at age 92, said he still farms about
4,000 acres.

He objected to taking what he
called “good farmland” out of agricul-
tural production and questioned how
the material would be handled.

“How do you spread it? Do you use
manure spreaders?” he asked. “I did-
n’t particularly like spreading chicken
manure. God knows I’'m not gonna
spread people.”

Donna West, Richardson’s daugh-
ter, questioned why the Snow Hill-
area farmland, located about 130
miles away from the Elkridge facility,
was attractive to Earth Funeral.

“Why are you choosing Worcester
County? It’s so far away from Howard
County. And why would a company of
your magnitude put so much money
into a facility and not have the fore-
thought of having a place to put the
remains?” she said.

Tree farmer and lifelong Worces-
ter County resident Robert Jones, 81,
said his 191-acre property borders the
project site.

“My only concern is, Roger
[Richardson] and I will be the guinea
pigs for this project,” he told the zon-
ing board. “There’s no past experi-
ence to go by, as far as I can tell, that
says ‘this will work.” Hopefully it
will.”

Zoning approval was subject to
several conditions. No crops may be
grown for human consumption,
which is already state law, and
acreage awaiting trees must remain
planted with active cover crops.

Hunting rights would also be
leased to control deer, and no soil
could be applied within 50 feet of the
property lines or road. Qualified pro-
fessionals also would inspect the
property twice a year and report back
to Worcester County.

Voting in favor of the special ex-
ception were Worcester County
Board of Zoning Appeals members
Beth Gismondi, Robert Purcell,
Thomas Babcock, and Stephen Kat-
sanos. Lisa Bowen and Larry Fykes
voted no.
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Please send calendar items to editor@octodaydispatch.com
by 5 p.m. Monday. All community-related activities will be

published at no charge.

Thurs., Aug. 27

OCEAN CITY JEEP FEST

Roland E. Powell Convention Center,
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 7:30
a.m.-5 p.m. Featuring Beach Crawls, Sand
Course, Show & Shine, Vendor Village,
live entertainment and nightly social
events. For registration, schedules and
event information, visit https://oceancity-
jeepfest.com. 303-877-4352

SUMMER SEND OFF

On the beach from Dorchester St. to Third
St., Ocean City, 4-9:30 p.m. Depending
on wind conditions, you'll see either mas-
sive, colorful kites or tethered hot air bal-
loons. Laser show from 8:30-9:30 p.m.
https://www.ococean.com/events/sum-
mer-send-off/

OCEAN PINES CONCERTS IN THE PARK
White Horse Park Pavilion, Ocean Pines,
7-9 p.m. Free community event featur-
ing “Cheyenne Pohl and Clockwork
Band.” Food for sale. BYOB welcome.
410-641-7052

SUNSET PARK CONCERTS

Sunset Park, 700 S. Philadelphia Ave.,
Ocean City, 7-9 p.m. Featuring “Tranz-
fusion.” Admission to the park is free.
https://www.ococean.com/things-to-
do/free-family-fun/sunset-park-party-
nights/

PLAY TIME

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Join in for a variety of activities and
toys. Play and socialize with other fami-
lies. For ages 0-5 years. 410-632-5622,
worcesterlibrary.org

STORY TIME: | AM WRIGGLY

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m.
Crafts, songs and stories. For ages 2-5
years. 410-208-4014

COFFEE & CRAFTS: SHELL ART
Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m.-noon. Join in every month for a
new craft. Materials provided. Limit 30.
410-524-1818, worcesterlibrary.org

DRY PANTRY

Thursdays - St. Paul United Methodist
Church, 405 Flower Street, Berlin, 10
a.m.-1 p.m. For those in need of re-
sources such as paper products, laundry
products, baby items, and personal care
items. Limits apply. 410-641-0270

Fri., Aug. 28

OCEAN CITY JEEP FEST
Roland E. Powell Convention Center,
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 7:30

a.m.-5 p.m. Featuring Beach Crawls,
Sand Course, Show & Shine, Vendor Vil-
lage, live entertainment and nightly so-
cial events. For registration, schedules
and event information, visit
https://oceancityjeepfest.com. 303-877-
4352

SUMMER SEND OFF

On the beach from Dorchester St. to
Third St., Ocean City, 4-9:30 p.m. De-
pending on wind conditions, you'll see
either massive, colorful kites or tethered
hot air balloons. Laser show from 8:30-
9:30 p.m.
https://www.ococean.com/events/sum-
mer-send-off/

BOARDWALK EAGLE HUNT

Ocean City Boardwalk, 12-8 p.m. Free
activity for kids 12 years and younger.
Pick up playing cards at participating
merchants or the Information Booth.
Find the plush eagles, get card stamped
and return to receive an 8” plush eagle.

703-731-6515

BACK 2 SCHOOL BASH

Market St., Pocomoke City, 5-8 p.m.
Collecting new school supplies to help
stock the classrooms and supply closets
in Pocomoke schools. Enjoy food ven-
dors, cash bar, bounce house and DJ
Kay. Supply list: https://downtown-
pocomoke.com. 410-957-1333

LIBERTY CALLS! MUSICAL THEATER

Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St.,
7-9 p.m. Musical about the founding fa-
thers as performed by the Lower Shore
Performing Arts Company. Tickets: $25
per person. https://canvas.artleagueofo-

ceancity.org/events/35, 410-524-9433

0C MAHJONG CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own
tile set. All adults are welcome. 410-524-
1818, worcesterlibrary.org

Sat., Aug. 29

OCEAN CITY JEEP FEST

Roland E. Powell Convention Center,
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 7:30
a.m.-5 p.m. Featuring Beach Crawls,
Sand Course, Show & Shine, Vendor Vil-
lage, live entertainment and nightly so-
cial events. For registration, schedules
and event information, visit
https://oceancityjeepfest.com. 303-877-
4352

OCEAN CITY SEAFOOD FESTIVAL
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean
City, 1-8 p.m. Steamed crabs; Maryland
seafood; beer, wine and cocktails, live
music; cooking demos; family friendly
and free to kids ages 16 and younger.

Tickets: https://ocmdseafoodfest.com.

SUMMER SEND OFF

On the beach from Dorchester St. to
Third St., Ocean City, 4-9:30 p.m. De-
pending on wind conditions, you'll see
either massive, colorful kites or tethered
hot air balloons. Laser show from 8:30-
9:30 p.m.
https://www.ococean.com/events/sum-
mer-send-off/

BILL ENGVALL: HERE’S YOUR SIGN - IT
WASN'T MY TIME!

Ocean City Performing Arts Center,
4001 Coastal Highway, 7 p.m. Featuring
Bill Engvall, one of the top comedians in
the country. Tickets:
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/361425
02/bill-engvallheres-your-sign-it-wasnt-
my-time-ocean-city-oc-performing-arts-
center.

cream for purchase. Followed by fire-
works.
https://www.ococean.com/things-to-
do/free-family-fun/sundaes-in-the-park/

QUACKS ON THE RACETRACK TRUCK
GIVEAWAY FUNDRAISER

Ocean Downs Casino, 10218 Racetrack
Road, Berlin, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Duck Toss
held following the 3rd race. Toss your
duck ($5) for a chance to win a brand
new 2026 Toyota Tacoma.
https://www.oceandowns.com/promo-
tions/quacks-on-the-racetrack-truck-
giveaway-3/

BERLIN FARMERS MARKET

Sundays (May-October) - Pitts, Com-
merce and Main streets, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
rain or shine. Producers only market,
petting farm (9-11 a.m.), live music.
www.TheBerlinFarmersMarket.com

FREE KIDS CRAFT SATURDAYS

Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St.,
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Featuring “Turtle Col-
lage.” Guided crafts led by friendly in-
structors. All supplies provided. Jessica
Bauer, development@artleagueofo-
ceancity.org, 410-524-9433

OCEAN PINES FARMERS & ARTISANS
MARKET

Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239
Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Shop
for everything from fresh local produce
to unique handmade artisan goods. Also
featuring family-friendly activities,
music and unique shopping experiences.
Open to the public, year round. 410-641-
7052,
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages
/farmers-artisans-market

Sun., Aug. 30

OCEAN CITY JEEP FEST

Roland E. Powell Convention Center,
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, 7:30
a.m.-5 p.m. Featuring Beach Crawls,
Sand Course, Show & Shine, Vendor Vil-
lage, live entertainment and nightly so-
cial events. For registration, schedules
and event information, visit
https://oceancityjeepfest.com. 303-877-
4352

SUMMER SEND OFF

On the beach from Dorchester St. to
Third St., Ocean City, 4-9:30 p.m. De-
pending on wind conditions, you’ll see
either massive, colorful kites or tethered
hot air balloons. Laser show from 8:30-
9:30 p.m.
https://www.ococean.com/events/sum-
mer-send-off/

SEWING SEEDS OF LOVE

Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10-11
a.m. Youth of all ages learn how to sew
while making a difference. 410-641-
0234

JEHOVAH'’S WITNESSES MEETING
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10
a.m. Www.jw.org

Mon., Aug. 31

TOPS OF BERLIN - GROUP #169
TidalHealth Atlantic, Conference Room
1, 9733 Healthway Drive, Berlin, 5-6:30
p.m. Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS)
is an educational group that promotes
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. Held
weekly on Mondays.
https://www.tops.org/home

ZUMBA

Mondays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 235 Ocean Parkway, 4:30 p.m.
Zumba with optional light weights. zum-
bajoyceoc@gmail.com

BRIDGE

Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center,
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30
p-m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00
p-m. All ladies who love to sing invited.
If you plan to visit, please Contact: Di-
rector: Ludwig692@outlook.com, 410-
641-6876 or Membership Coordinator:
ocelissa@yahoo.com, 410-641-8050.

SUNDAES IN THE PARK WITH FIREWORKS
Northside Park, 200 125th St., Ocean
City, 7-9 p.m. Featuring “Fast Times at
Shermer High: Back to the 80’s.” Ice

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS

Mondays - Worcester County Library -
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road,
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100
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Tues., Sept. 1

LIBRARY CARD SIGN UP CRAFT: MEI MEI
THE BUNNY

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 9 a.m.-
6 p.m. Celebrate the ALA’s honorary
chair, singer-songwriter Laufey, with
her new children’s book, “Mei Mei the
Bunny.” Stop in to make a Mei Mei-
themed craft and get a library card. 410-
524-1818

PLAY TIME AT THE PARK

Cypress Park, 7 Bridge St., Pocomoke
City, 10:30 a.m. Join in for a casual meet
up. Play, have fun and meet friends. For
ages 2-5 years. 410-957-0878

BABY TIME

Worcester County Library - Snow Hill
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30
a.m. Songs, rhymes and stories. Stay
after to socialize with other families. For
ages 0-2 years. 410-632-5622

STORY TIME

Worcester County Library - Berlin
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m.
Story time featuring seasonal themes
designed to support early literacy skills
with stories, songs and fingerplays. For
ages 0-5 years. 410-641-0650

BEACH HEROES-0C
Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up

group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round.

Trash bags, grabbers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome.

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7
p-m. www.jw.org

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY

Tuesdays - Worcester County Health
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive,
Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly
support and education group promoting
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-
289-4725

ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE

Tuesdays - Lewes Senior Center, 32083
Janice Rd. Lewes, DE, 7-9 p.m. Experi-
enced dancers and others interested in
watching or learning more are welcome.
No partner required. Info: Tangobythe-
Beach.com.

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS

Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th
St., Ocean City, 5:15 p.m. Zumba with
optional light weights.
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com

0C KNITTING GROUP

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30
a.m. Bring whatever project you happen
to be working on. 410-524-1818, worces-
terlibrary.org

MASTER GARDENERS PLANT CLINIC
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1-4 p.m.
Bring any questions you have and feel
free to show your plants as well. 410-
208-4014, worcesterlibrary.org

SAVE IT FOR LATER: INTRODUCTION TO
FOOD PRESERVATION

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 2 p.m.
Learn about different types of food
preservation and try drying herbs. Pre-
sented by the University of Maryland
Extension. Registration required: 410-
524-1818. worcesterlibrary.org

TEEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 3:30 p.m.
Join in for a discussion about library
programming. Enjoy pizza and share
ideas. For ages 12-18 years. Registration
required: 410-208-4014. worcesterli-
brary.org

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SEAFOOD NIGHT
Columbus Hall, 9901 Coastal Highway,
Ocean City, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Steamed
crabs, crab cakes, fried seafood platters,
and a menu for all is available. You must
pre-order crabs by calling 410-524-7994
or visiting https://kocgo53-seafood-
nights.square.site/.

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS
GROUP

Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral, 11021
Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m. Use the
weight loss program/app/plan of your
choice. Free and open to everyone. 410-
641-4882, www.htcanglican.org/activities.

Wed., Sept. 2

AUTHOR TALK: DAN O’HARE

Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 11 a.m.
Local author Dan O’Hare talks about his
coming of age novel, “Water Dressed in
Brown,” set in Ocean Pines in the early
1990s. 410-208-4014

PUZZLE SWAP

Worcester County Library - Berlin Branch,
13 Harrison Ave., 1-7 p.m. Bring your gen-
tly used puzzles and leave with a new-to-
you puzzle. Don’t have a puzzle but still
want one? That’s okay, too. All puzzles
must be complete and in their original
box. All ages welcome. 410-641-0650

YOUNG INVENTORS CLUB

Worcester County Library - Ocean City
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4:30
p.-m. Learn about the invention process,
create your own logbook, and turn imag-
ination into original ideas. For families.
410-524-1818, worcesterlibrary.org

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m.
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Last Wednesday
of the month meetings are offsite and in-

formation can be found on the website
and Facebook. www.kiwanisofopoc.org.

CASH BINGO

Wednesdays - Ocean City Elks Lodge
2645, 13708 Sinepuxent Ave. Door open
at 5 p.m., bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. Food
available before bingo. Open to the pub-
lic. 443-605-5028

ZUMBA PLUS!!

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community
Center, 235 Ocean Parkway, 4:30 p.m.
Zumba with optional light weights. zum-
bajoyceoc@gmail.com

ONGOING EVENTS

HISTORY-TO-GO - PUMPKIN CARVING
Snow Hill library, 301 Bank St.,
throughout September. Learn how Hal-
loween has been celebrated throughout
history and get patterns to carve histori-
cally inspired pumpkins. 410-632-5622

TEEN & TWEEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE -
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
Pocomoke library, 401 5th Street, Unit
100. Build leadership skills and add
something meaningful to your resume.
Applications are available in the guid-
ance office at Pocomoke Middle School
and Pocomoke High School. Submit ap-
plication by Oct. 31. For ages 12-18

AT 6:30

Special

EVERY TUESDAY

Doors Open At 4:30
ADMISSION PACK $20.00

games ° Instants ¢ Pulltabs
50/50 raffle and food for purchase

WITH US!
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC MUST BE 16 TO PLAY

years. 410-957-0878

TEEN TIME

Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road,
throughout September, 3:30 p.m. Create
a festive wreath in time for fall. While
supplies last. For ages 12-18 years. 410-
208-4014

0C READS: ‘THE BERRY PICKERS’ BY
AMANDA PETERS

Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, Sept. 1-30. Simply pick up a copy of
this month’s read, “The Berry Pickers”
by Amanda Peters. Come in before the
end of the month to share your impres-
sions and enter the drawing to win free
books. 410-524-1818

STORYWALK TAKE AND MAKE

Snow Hill library, 301 Bank St., Sept. 1-
Nov. 30. Stop by the library to pick up
supplies to make a fall nature mobile.
Then, take a walk while you read the li-
brary’s newest StoryWalk title at John
Walter Smith Park. For families. 410-
632-5622

CREATIVITY CORNER

Berlin library, 13 Harrison Ave. Enjoy
the monthly craft, work on the puzzle,
add to the community journal or chal-
lenge a friend to a board or card game in
the Teen Loft. For ages 12-18 years. 410-
641-0650

e
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WE CANCEL TIMESHARES

Many people think they're stuck with their llmeahure- farever— but that's often not the case. Wesley Financial
Group has helped more 50,000 fa free from unwanted timeshares, o help
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phone call away from peace of mind. Our dedicated team Is ready to help.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

Call 1.888.984.2917

In Store and Online!
habitatworcester.org

*This is an Adh (| Wesley Fi | Group, LLC (“WFG") and/or its affiliates, successors, or assigns are not lawyers and/or
a law firm and do not engage in the practice of law or provide legal advice or legal representation. Actual results depend on
each client's distinct case, and no specific cutcome is guaranteed.
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MARKETPLACE

Call 410-723-6397 or email

classifieds@octodaydispatch.com
by Monday, 5 p.m.

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch &
Bayside Gazette each week & online at
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED RENTALS

POSEIDON PLUMBING &
HOME SERVICES
is growing and we're looking
for an experienced Finish
Carpenter to join our team!
If you're a skilled finish
carpenter looking for a
great opportunity with a local
company, we want to hear
from you!
Call the office at
410-251-1096 today!

MAINTENANCE WORKER
Harbour Island Condo
Association
14th Street, Ocean City
Seeking a reliable
Maintenance Worker for
general property
maintenance.
Hours available:

* 9:00 AM-2:00 PM,
Monday-Sunday
e 3:00 PM-8:00 PM,
Monday-Sunday
e 7 day a week
e Year around
A great opportunity for a
retiree looking for flexible,
part-time work.
Competitive pay.
For more information,
contact Jimmer at
240-298-0365

JOLLY ROGER
Small Engine Mechanic &
Ride Maintenance.
(Must have mechanical
knowledge)
Technical Support &
Installation
(Entry level with knowledge
of network systems)
SEASONAL HELP: Cashiers,
Waterpark Attendants,
Lifeguards, Ride Operators
Wage based on experience.
Benefits available.
410-289-4902

D IN’
IBONGYE

AMERICA RUNS ON DUNKIN'

NOW HIRING!

Production Crew
for our WOC kitchen facility
Up to $20/hr.

Apply online at:

EXPERIENCED
AUTOMOTIVE PARTS
ADVISOR
Ocean Pines, MID
Busy, established
Automotive & Marine Parts
Store is looking for an
Experienced Parts Advisor
to join our team. If you have
strong automotive parts
knowledge, enjoy helping
customers, and are looking
for a stable, long-term
position, we want to hear
from you!
Competitive Pay - Benefits
Employee - Friends &
Family Discounts
Established, Busy Location
Parts experience required.
Call 302-228-2353

OCEANVIEW RENTAL
BIKE WEEK,
OCEANS CALLING,
COUNTRY CALLING
NEWLY AVAILABLE
2BR, 2BA, SLEEPS 6
38TH ST AND THE BEACH
Great location, next door to
Castle in the Sand, walk to
Concerts, close to
restaurants, convention
center etc...
443-880-8885 or view and
book: SealaVie
https://book.vuestay.com/
ocean-city-bright-beach-
home-near-the-boardwalk-
wi-b46jo9

WINTER RENTAL
Condo, 3BR, 2BA, 128th St.,
OCMD. Fully equipped,

4 TVs, internet, DVR, W/D.
$1295 + utilities.
610-507-1298 or
Djkr4@comcast.net

WINTER RENTAL
North OC, 1BR, 1BA Condo,
3rd Flr., walk-up. Furnished,
W/D, Parking, Walking dis-

tance to restaurants.
$1,100 per mo. + sec. dep.
& utilities. Incl. WiFi.
412-965-4079

www.delmarvadd.com

AMERICAN LEGION
PT/YR COOKS
Dependable, reliable
BOOKKEEPER
Part-time, familiar with
Quickbooks on-line.
Apply within.
American Legion Post 166,
2308 Philadelphia Avenue,
0OC, MD 21842
410-289-3166

Seeking Year-Round
Rentals!
Call Howard Martin Realty
410-352-5555.

Extended Spring &
Summer Stays Avail.

Utililites Included
CONTACT US AT
burgundyinn@gmail.com
410-289-8581

&)Sea Colony

Join the Sea Colony East Maintenance Team!

Now hiring high rise condominium/full time building
maintenance techs.

Great Benefit plan/paid time off!

Apply online at troon.com/careers - company location
Sea Colony Assoc East

Email bethann.steele @seacolony.com
Call 302-541-8831 for an interview

Run your
business
card in our
SERVICE

DIRECTORY
CALL
410-723-6397
for pricing!

WORCESTER

PREPARATORY SCHOOL

We are currently looking for Part Time Custodial Employees.
Hours are 3:30pm-6:30pm, Monday through Friday.

Apply online at www.worcesterprep.org/careers or submit an
application via email to employment@worcesterprep.org or
mail/drop off an application to
Human Resources, 508 S. Main St., Berlin, MD 21811.

CUSTODIAL STAFF

ROOMMATES SERVICES WANT TO BUY

ROOM FOR RENT
Fully furnished, large, clean,
private room. Full house
privileges. $900 per mo.,
util's included. $400 sec.
dep. Call 443-880-2317.

COMMERCIAL

2 Office/Retail Spaces
available in West Ocean
City. Approximately
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.
Call 443-497-4200

Industrial Space
Yard and Storage Shed.
Approx. 10x25+/-
Route 90/Bishopville.
Call 443-497-4200

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT
Looking for space,
comfort and great views?
Spacious, climate-
controlled office available,
with use of conference
room and reception area,
in a modern, well-
maintained building in
prime Ocean City
location.

Call 410-524-3440 for
appointment.

Classifieds
410-723-6397

www.baysideoc.com
www.octodaydispatch.com
Classifieds Deadline

is Monday, 5 p.m.

LARRY’S HANDYMAN
SERVICES No job too small,
windows, entrance doors,
interior doors, storm doors,
shower doors, drywall
repairs and paint, laminate
floors, interior paint.
Over 40 years of carpentry
experience.

Please call Larry,
410-251-9066
Larryandkim1954@
gmail.com

HUNTING ACCESS

HUNTING ACCESS
WANTED
Responsible hunter seeking
permission to hunt private
property during season.
Traditional Archery
equipment only. Respectful
of land and property.
Willing to pay for seasonal
hunting access.

Call 443-614-1020.

VEHICLES

1 BUY ALBUMS!
410-430-5349

YARD SALE

MULTI FAMILY
YARD SALE
Sat., 8/29, 7am-1pm
11019 Manklin Meadows Ln.
Ocean Pines, MD

BOATS/PWC

PONTOON FOR SALE
2023 Viaggio, 18" Pontoon
w/Trailer, Yamaha 90 Engine,
50 hours run time, 2 yr.
remaining warranty. Docked
in West OC. $36,000.
Contact 717-428-2121.

FOR SALE - 1991 CORVETTE
6 SPEED MANUAL, MD INSPECTION
$19,000 ~ CONTACT 443-664-8832

Serving the Newspapers of
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
NETWORK

SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental

insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details!
1-855-337-5228
www.dental50plus.com/
MDDC #6258

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

FOR SALE
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE
b-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase.
Call 1-855-993-0969 today to
schedule a free quote.
[t's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

MISC. FOR SALE
Get DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In
Gift Cards. Call Today!

1-855-407-6870

MISC. FOR SALE
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The
Latest iPhone Every Year
On Us! 855-977-5719

REAL ESTATE

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid.

Get your fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-866-541-7929

Advertise in MDDC 410-723-6397

GETIT RENTED HERE!

410-723-6397

www.octodaydispatch.com - www.baysideoc.com

{

i

0C Today-Dispatch & New Sperts uiestyie
www.octodaydispatch.com
ORDER YOUR CLASSIFIEDS ONLINE!

Place An Ad 7""&

e Convenient
e Quick
* No Waiting, No Calls
e Days, Nights & Weekends




Page 26

Bayside Gazette

August 27, 2026

Service

r77

443-373-7664

HANDYMAN SERVICES

PARRISH

HANDY BEACHMAN

Exterior Home Repairs

“WE DO IT ALL”

* Roofing Repairs < Rain Gutters « Screening « Staining
*Roof Cleaning - Gutter Guards < Painfing « Caulking
« Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing
* Deck Repairs

Licensed * Bonded ° Insured * MHIC 17433
“A Family Tradition Since 1935”

410-893-9707

Phil Parrish Pat Parrish

HOME IMPROVEMENT
EVANS BROTHERS

410-984-4938

Decks / Screen Rooms / Wood / Composite
Windows / Siding
Bathroom / Kitchen Remodels
Flooring Hardwood / LVP
Ceramic Tiles

FREE Estimates * Licensed And Insured
MHIC #52065

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PipelLine
Contracting, u.c

Home Improvement Services Company

“One stop shop
for Home
Improvement”

| Home Improvement Design & Bertch Cabinet Retail

* Flooring & Tile US Veterans

* Residential & Commercial Administration

* Servicing Maryland & Approved Contractor
Delaware Beaches

* Cabinets & Countertop

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

* General Carpentry &
Painting

11312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in Today!

(410) 208-1518 » (410) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net ¢ info@pipelinecontracting.net
MDHIC # 107489 « DE # 2014100304 * Insured & Licensed

DIRECTORY

CLEANING SERVICES

CARPET CARE

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and
Grout Cleaning

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair

- 302-436-5652

Famrly Dwned and Operated Since 1983

..
DENTAL

DePalma Dental, ccc

Michael DePalma, D.D.S.
Errin DePalma, D.D.S.

500 Franklin Avenue, Unit 3 Phone: 410-641-3222
Berlin, Maryland 21811 www.depalmadental.com

HANDYMAN

TRADITIONAL HANDYMAN SERVICES

MHIC #127296
SPRING CLEANUPS & MOWING

PAINTING
BATHROOM / KITCHEN FLOORING
WINDOW & DOORS SMALL JOBS & MORE

CALL 410-999-4998

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR CARPENTRY

SPECIALIZING IN
ARCHITECTURAL MILLWORK
AND FINISH CARPENTRY

410-600-5243

HOME IMPROVEMENT

* 0 Payments m

*Olnterest PARADISE  Andersenmy
* 12 Months Pl [
* Free Estimates  410-430-2583 ’ﬁ-

ROOFING - SIDING

WINDOWS - DOORS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MHIC 114960~ Insured- Affordable

HOME IMPROVEMENT
~ " Fully Insured
B AYS I D E »~Y" e Free Estimates
BUILDERS,,

e Locally Owned
CLEANING SERVICES

e Cleaning Specials
* Roofing
Complete Home Improvement Contractor

e Maintenance

* NOW OFFERING *
DISPOSAL ROLLOFF SERVICE

Quick Reliable Service 7 Days A Week
Clean Up Crews Available - 15 & 20 Yard

410.713.8599

MHIC#95214

HOME IMPROVEMENT

e Finish Carpentry:" |

e Tile | =

o Pamtmg = :
° concrete Finishing= 8] =

Ben Armes, Owner/Operator

503-730-0553 Licer_lse__(_t & I“ns_lrred _

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Established 1977 wnls “

Home Improvement, Inc.

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Time to schedule and complete before Memorial Day!

We accept MC/Visa
Ken Walsh 301-776-7249 ¢ (410) 641-3762
Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured ® MHIC #8465

LANDSCAPING

: Property Management ¢ Lawn Care
Gutter Cleaning ¢ Shrub Trimming * Power Washing
Leaf Removal  Hauling Services ¢ Painting
Stone & Gravel * Mulching * Cleaning ° Trailer Storage

Shed Demolition ¢ Stump Grinding *« Dump Trailer Rental
House/Shed/Garage Clean-outs * Home Watch Service
Pet Sitting/Dog Walking & More

Call or Text for Free Estimates & Questions!

410'7 13-9 159 Zelle Accepted

LANDSCAPING

Lawncare, Landscaping & Hardscapes
e Spring Cleanup

e Brush Removal

e Hauling

e Muich

e Planting

e Driveway Seal Coating
e Patio & Walkway

e Custom Landscape

FREE ESTIMATES
410-430-7543

yeSCgqg
° Do

MHIC #12398 MDA #30202

LOCKSMITH

"FLASH 0 LOCKOUT

Auto & Home Lockout Service
OPEN24 /7

Lockouts Jumps Gas Delivery

443.664.2650

www.Facebook.com/0CFlashLocksmith

BaysideOC.com
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Island Care Mental Health '

Mary Deborah Wilson
PMHNP

= Avoid the Delays

Medication & Therapy
MD DE Lic. 410-641-5190 /

N :f"
m o
PAINTING

PAT’S PAINTING IN THE PINES
Reliable and Affordable Painting

SPECIALIZING IN CABINET PAINTING

Delaware ~ Ocean Pines ~ Ocean City ~ Berlin

[/] Powerwashing (/] Drywall Repairs
(/] House/Deck Staining [/] Wallpaper Removal
[/] Custom Painting

410-641-5957

Resident of Ocean Pines

Free Licensed
Estimates & Insured

DIRECTORY

MOVERS

MOVIN

L~

5% LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

s AFFORDABLE RATES

2s% PROFESSIONAL MOVERS

7mr PACKING & UNPACKING

FO

A FREE QUOTE!

D (443) 664-5797

MVA LICENSED
EFEmn
EW TITLEYANDATA'GSYANDIMO RE

| www.westoceancitytagandtitle.com

| JODY PALMISANO 410-629-5600

PAINTING

e CusTOM PAINTING

* DRYWALL REPAIRS

¢ WALLPAPER REMOVED
* DECK & HOUSE

Zimmerman
& SonLLc

STAINING
Painting & Powerwashing  * ALWAYS PROMPT
Interior & Exterior SERVICE
Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured NOW ACCEPTING

CREDIT CARDS!

visa 22

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539  oscovesg

10% Discount with this ad.

NICK'S NOTES

PIANO TUNING

Nick French 443-783-8255

Nfrenchti@gmail.com

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
OPEN

Mon.-Fri.
9am-5pm

Full Business Center
Custom Gifts
Graphic Designs
Retail Gift Items :

Wedding Print Services Copy::éen‘l'rql

LT ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

11065 Cathell Road * Ocean Pines
410-208-0641 * copycentral@verizon.net

E——
ETWORK

PLUMBING

We do it all from

ground work to

rough in to final

trim & fixtures.
We Install:

Faucets/Sinks  Showers/Tubs/Toilets
Water Heaters ¢ Water/Sewer Lines

" Plumbing
and Gas, LLC
MD 62495 * DE 13060 * Insured Winterization Packages ¢ Repairs

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

410-430-3490  LMSPlumbingandgas.com

PAVING
Established 1954

Harrison Paving Co.

NRHarrisonpaving.com
410-742-0359  mHIc# 1516

PLUMBING

s.

Loe
le?ilhing Co.

‘f “Serving Our Coastal
- Communities With Pride!”

* Water Heaters * Water Heater Repairs
* Faucet Replacements * Toilet Replacements
* Garbage Disposals And More!

www.localplumbingcompany.net

MD (41 0) 726.0513 Family Owned & Operated

—CQHOREE—
ROOFING & SIDING

i.l'EE!—

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement
Specialist Since 1989

ROOFING « SIDING » DURADEK » WINDOWS  GUTTERS

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946
9240 Peerless Rd. « Bishopville, MD

mmoesle @shoresidingmd.com + www.shoresidingmd.com
*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

YOUR BUSINESS

Your
Business
Card Here!

Call 410-723-6397

y,

octodaydispatch.com

el
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What matters most is
getting back to this

A walk on the beach. Time with family. The everyday moments that mean
everything.

At TidalHealth, our surgeons use advanced robotic-assisted technology to
support precise, personalized surgical care close to home.

Because the technology matters — but what it helps make possible
matters even more.

Advanced surgical care. Close to home. Focused on what matters most.

Learn more at tidalhealth.org/advancedsurgery or
scan the QR code.

\ Ti d aIHeaIth®
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