
(Sept. 3, 2026) A discussion on the 
town’s potential conversion to a 
form-based zoning code dominated 
this week’s work session on Berlin’s 
draft comprehensive plan, with some 
town planners arguing for a more 
modern approach and others arguing 
for the preservation of existing resi-
dential areas. 

On Monday, the Berlin Planning 
Commission held a two-hour-long 
meeting, in which representatives 
from Mead & Hunt presented the 
first iteration of the town’s draft com-
prehensive plan, the document that 
outlines Berlin’s vision for growth, in-
vestment and preservation in the 
coming years.

While the presentation touched on 
a broad range of topics, from trans-
portation and community facilities to 
water resources and municipal 
growth areas, the bulk of the meeting 
focused on one of the plan’s recom-
mendations – transitioning to a hy-
brid form-based zoning code. 

“Instead of regulating the tradi-
tional type of zoning, regulating the 
usage of the property – industrial 
here, residential here, single-family 
there, multifamily there, business 
over here – you regulate based on the 
form,” Project Manager Will White 
said. “So does this building fit the 
neighborhood?” 

Zoning based on structure’s form 
considers the physical appearance of 

(Sept. 3, 2026) A proposal to build 
what would become Worcester 
County’s largest solar farm has won 

the backing of state regulators as the 
state’s Public Service Commission 
moves closer to a final decision. 

Public Service Commission staff 
and the Maryland departments of 
Natural Resources and the Environ-
ment are recommending approval of 
the 18-megawatt project, proposed 
for a site just north of downtown 
Berlin. 

Their recommendations for a pro-
posed solar array from New Jersey-
based developer Soltage were 
presented Thursday during a public 
comment hearing at the Berlin 
branch of the Worcester County Li-
brary. 

The project would cover about 
113.7 acres of a 157-acre property at 

PSC staff recommending 
approval of 18-megawatt 
project north of downtown
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FIRST DAY BACK 
A returning student at Pocomoke Elementary School accepts a pencil as she’s met at the entrance by staff and members of the Worcester County 

Board of Education and Pocomoke city officials.

State backing Berlin solar project

Comp plan 
looks at new 
way of zoning
Advisors say maintaining 
town’s appearances means 
form should follow function

By Bethany Hooper 
Associate Editor
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(Sept. 3, 2026) Berlin town offi-
cials are considering a one-year 
moratorium on data center applica-
tions as they seek to learn more about 
these facilities and the impacts they 
could have on the small Eastern 
Shore town.  

At last week’s Town Council meet-
ing, Councilman Jack Orris broached 
the topic of data centers — ware-
house-sized buildings that house 
computer systems and servers to 
store, process, and transmit digital 
information — as these structures 
continue to gain attention nation-
wide. Orris said he believes Berlin 
should temporarily reject proposals 
to build data centers within munici-
pal limits.  

“I want to see if there is any ap-
petite for the discussion of data cen-
ters in Berlin,” Orris said. “The 
county passed a moratorium … I per-
sonally think we should be proactive 
…”  

The council largely concurred that 
pressing pause on these server farms 
would be beneficial.  

“I don’t want a data center in the 
Town of Berlin,” Councilman Steve 
Green said in response to Orris’ re-
marks. “I’m just trying to figure out 
how we would codify it and if it’s 
needed. To your point, you’re not 
sure if it’s needed but you would 
rather be proactive than reactive if an 
application comes through planning.”  

Worcester County passed a 12-
month moratorium on data centers 
earlier this summer, which took effect 
in July. The ban gives officials some 
time to research the impacts of these 
facilities and develop local legislation. 

Berlin’s consideration of a ban will 
begin with an educational presenta-
tion and discussion at the Sept. 28 
mayor and council meeting.  

During last week’s conversation, 
Councilman Jay Knerr asked if there 
were even any tracts of land within 
Berlin large enough to accommodate 
a data center.  

Orris responded that these contro-
versial structures can range from 
under 5,000 square feet to much 
larger. He added that a few parcels 

for sale in town could theoretically 
serve as a data center site.  

Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall noted 
that strict conditions bind data center 
builders, and implementing such a 
facility isn’t as simple as opening a 
brick-and-mortar retail business. He 
added that Berlin received interest 
from two data center projects in the 
past, but neither materialized.  

“There are many state require-
ments,” Tyndall said. “... The state 
has passed electric-wise, you have to 
be self-sufficient. Water-wise, you 
have to not create an undue burden.”  

According to the Maryland De-
partment of the Environment’s web-
site, the agency issues permits under 
the federal Clean Air Act to limit pol-
lutants from data centers, like nitro-
gen oxides.  

“These permits strictly control 

how long and at what capacity gener-
ators can run,” MDE’s website reads. 
“Every permit is a public document 
and requires a local community 
meeting and comment period before 
approval.”  

Water usage is also a worry.  
MDE says that “Data centers re-

quiring water to cool their systems 
must secure a state permit that sets 
clear withdrawal limits to protect the 
local environment under the federal 
Clean Water Act.”  

Data centers can alternatively use 
water from a local utility, including a 
county system, which operates under 
its own state-regulated permit.  

Berlin resident Beverly Wright 
asked town officials to clarify their 
concerns about data centers.  

Berlin Finance Director Natalie 
Saleh said data farms can create en-

vironmental consequences in the 
areas where they’re placed.  

“There are a lot of environmental 
impacts from data centers,” she said. 
“It’s a problem nationwide when a 
data center comes, especially in a 
small community; there are a lot of 
disruptions. A lot of heat is gener-
ated, a lot of noise. To that point, I do 
think we need to be proactive. Not 
strict, but something in writing is ab-
solutely advised.”  

Town Administrator Mary Bohlen 
added that the centers can signifi-
cantly burden public utilities, includ-
ing electric and water.  

Berlin officials plan to revisit the 
topic later this month. A possible 
moratorium on data center applica-
tions is expected to come before the 
Town Council as a discussion item at 
the group’s Sept. 28 meeting.
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Berlin will discuss data center moratorium
Officials to hold meeting 
this month on data centers, 
potential impacts on town
By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer
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the northwest corner of Routes 50 and 
113. The property is zoned for indus-
trial use but is now being farmed. 

Seven people spoke. Some residents 
questioned the loss of farmland, while 
a statewide environmental group sup-
ported the project as a source of 
cleaner and more affordable energy. 

Berlin resident Andrew Cadogan 
said he was not opposed to solar en-
ergy but argued that panels should be 
installed atop existing structures in-
stead of taking agricultural land out of 
production. As an example, he men-
tioned the solar-covered parking area 
at Wor-Wic Community College in Sal-
isbury. 

“We’re giving up a huge tract of 
land,” Cadogan said. “I don’t under-
stand why we are not going the route, 
like they did with Wor-Wic, where 
we’re covering already developed 
areas, parking lots, buildings, and 
areas that are not farmland with these 
solar developments.” 

Brian Gilliland, an Eastern Shore 
clean-energy organizer for the Mary-
land League of Conservation Voters, 
said community solar offers sub-
scribers discounted electricity while 
helping Maryland reduce greenhouse-
gas emissions. 

“Marylanders are listing energy af-
fordability among their top concerns, 
and community solar is a smart solu-
tion,” Gilliland said. “This project re-

flects the kind of thoughtful, forward-
thinking energy development that 
Maryland currently needs.” 

The Town of Berlin has not taken a 
position for or against the project. 

District 1 Councilman Steve Green 
said the town still wants details about 
how the land would be restored once 
the solar farm reaches the end of its 
working life, a process known as de-
commissioning. 

“Decades from now, we feel strongly 
that Berlin’s taxpayers and neighbor-
ing property owners should not inherit 
the responsibility for removing this in-
frastructure,” Green said at the hear-
ing. “We are unaware at this point 
what the decommissioning plan is.” 

Green’s district includes the project 
site. He requested that a copy of the de-
veloper’s decommissioning plan be 
sent to the town so it could be shared 
with residents. Green is also the editor 
of this newspaper. 

Soltage’s paperwork with the state 
calls for the estimated cost of decom-
missioning, minus the equipment’s 
salvage value, to be recalculated every 
five years. The developer previously 
stated it would post a bond to cover the 
cost of decommissioning.  

Project engineer Nick Leffner said 
the developer estimates the project 
could generate about $8.5 million in 
tax revenue for Berlin and $910,000 
for Worcester County over its operat-
ing life, compared with approximately 

$130,000 from the land’s current agri-
cultural use. The state application says 
the project could operate for 30 years 
or more. 

Berlin resident Bob Mitchell, who is 
also Worcester County’s director of en-
vironmental programs, questioned 
those projections. He said comparing 
the solar project with the property’s 
current agricultural use did not ac-
count for its industrial zoning or the 
tax revenue and jobs that another type 
of development could generate. 

Maryland generally limits individ-
ual community solar projects to 5 
megawatts but allows multiple projects 
to share the same industrially zoned 
property – an arrangement known as 
co-location. 

Soltage’s proposal consists of six 

separately connected arrays: two pro-
ducing 5 megawatts, two producing 3 
megawatts, and two producing 1 
megawatt. 

Plans call for landscaped buffers, 
agricultural-style fencing, and preser-
vation of the property’s topsoil. Soltage 
previously said construction could 
begin next year after state approval and 
more local permitting. 

Thursday’s meeting was the proj-
ect’s second public comment hearing. 
The first was held June 22 at a commu-
nity center in Willards. 

The project still needs approval 
from the Public Service Commission. 
Before it makes that decision, a judge 
will hold a formal hearing at 10 a.m. 
Oct. 1, when the parties can present ev-
idence and question witnesses. 
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An engineer with Kimley-Horn, representing Soltage, outlined the solar project last Thursday cur-

rently making its way through the state’s regulatory process.

Solar project has Oct. 1 hearing
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443-256-4871

24 Hour Awake Staff 
All Private Rooms & Baths 
Three Home-Cooked Meals a Day! 
All Inclusive Pricing 
In-House Doctor Visits 
VA and MAC Subsidy Approved 
Respite Care and Hospice Care

Call 443-256-4871 Today for more information or 
to schedule a visit to our on-site showroom.

Eastern Shore Assisted Living Facilities - Our Homes Are Here For You...Mention This 

Ad for  1/2 OFF  

Application 

Fee!

1135 Ocean Parkway • Ocean Pines, Maryland 21811 • 443-256-4871



September 3, 2026 Bayside Gazette Page 5



(Sept. 3, 2026) Unionized workers 
at Ocean Downs Casino have ratified a 
new four-year contract with Churchill 
Downs Inc., ending months of negoti-
ations during which union leaders had 
raised the possibility of a strike. 

The agreement will lift the casino’s 
lowest-paid workers above $18 an 
hour by October and guarantee all 
non-tipped union employees at least 
$20 an hour by the contract’s end, 
Unite Here Local 7 President Tracy 
Lingo said last Wednesday. 

“It was a long fight, but I think it 
was a fight that was worth it,” Lingo 
said. “I’m proud those are jobs people 
can count on year-round for a living 
wage and benefits.” 

Negotiations began in September 
2025, weeks before the previous con-
tract was set to expire. By early June, 
the two sides had met about 16 times, 
with union members working under a 
contract extension.  

Wages were the main point of con-
tention. Union members rejected an 

earlier offer in May before continuing 
negotiations through the summer. 
They ratified the contract Aug. 1 fol-
lowing a two-day vote. 

The four-year agreement gives 
union members 5% pay increases in 
each of the next three years, starting in 
October. 

It also provides an 8% raise retroac-
tive to Oct. 16, 2025. Retroactive pay 
has not yet been issued because 
Churchill Downs is awaiting final sig-
natures, Lingo said. She expected the 
contract to be signed by the end of the 
week. 

The agreement covers roughly 100 
hourly employees, including bar-
tenders, cooks, dishwashers, cleaning 
workers, slot attendants, casino hosts, 
and cage cashiers. 

It also provides ratification bonuses 
ranging from $500 to $2,000 based on 
years of service, two additional paid 
days off for employees with at least six 
years of service, and fewer blackout 
dates for covered workers. 

Table-games dealers are not cov-
ered by the agreement and have been 
separately seeking union representa-
tion. Lingo called that “a separate 
issue.” 

“We continue to ask the company to 
respect the people’s right to organize,” 
she said. 

Union workers also retained full 
gratuities charged to customers at ban-
quet events. Lingo said Churchill 
Downs had sought to replace those 
gratuities with fixed payments to 
workers. 

The contract contains a successor-
ship clause requiring any buyer of 
Ocean Downs to honor the agreement, 
Lingo said. Churchill Downs an-
nounced in July that it was considering 
selling Ocean Downs and other re-
gional gaming properties. 

Lingo confirmed last Wednesday 
that a strike is now off the table.  

Asked whether the agreement elim-
inated the possibility of a strike or 
other labor-related disruption, 
Churchill Downs spokeswoman Breck 
Thomas-Ross replied, “It’s business as 
usual.” 

Before the new agreement, Lingo 
said 93% of the workers earned less 
than $39,000 annually, with some 
entry-level jobs paying Maryland’s $15 
hourly minimum wage. 

The rejected three-year offer pro-
vided raises of 6% in the first year and 
5% in each of the next two years. The 
final agreement increased the first 
raise to 8% and added a fourth year 
with another 5% increase.  

“I really feel profoundly proud of 
our members for voting down that 
offer and continuing to stand up for 
what they felt like they deserved,” 
Lingo said. “Even with this contract, 
those workers are still behind some of 
our other members. We are fighting 
for equality.”
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Ocean Downs owner, staff 
reach contract agreement

By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

Union workers, Churchill 
Downs ratify four-year deal 
with pay hikes, bonuses
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a building and its relationship to its 
surroundings. The use of that building 
is a secondary consideration. The first 
consideration in traditional zoning 
whether the use of a building is com-
patible with the other properties 
around it. 

Over the spring and summer 
months, White said his firm solicited 
feedback from the town’s residents. 
Results from a community survey, he 
said, revealed transportation to be a 
top priority, with 96% of respondents 
wanting more or better sidewalks.

“That was honestly the closest we’ll 
get to 100%,” he said. “I’ve never seen 
numbers that high.” 

But behind transportation, White 
said, was the desire to prioritize aging 
infrastructure (83%), prioritize hous-
ing renovation and reuse (82%) and 
preserve the neighborhood character 
(74%).  

“Nobody was really opposed to infill 
development, no direct opposition to 
it, nobody opposed to growth in gen-
eral,” he said, “but it was that we want 
the town’s character to remain. We 
want Berlin to look like Berlin.” 

White also shared the results of 
both a community workshop and a 
popup event. During those outreach 
events, community members talked 
about safe walking and biking oppor-
tunities, a desire to expand the down-
town area, and the lack of affordable 
housing, to name a few.

“Everything kind of fell into three 
categories,” White said. “What do the 
residents of Berlin really want? They 
want to grow thoughtfully, connect 
safely and protect what matters.” 

Talking about growth and land use, 
White said the comprehensive plan fo-
cused on infill development and pro-
moting “thoughtful density.” He said 
that includes using more understand-
able zoning tools that can guide growth 
without sacrificing the town’s charac-
ter. 

Specifically, the comprehensive 
plan proposes new “character” areas, 
which include a historic downtown 

core, a mixed-use corridor, and a 
neighborhood residential district. It 
also recommends moving toward a 
form-based zoning code.

“Form-based code is basically land 
use zoning as based on the form, or the 
architecture and design of the develop-
ment,” Mead & Hunt’s Allysha Lorber 
said, adding that use was secondary 
but could still be a strong element. 
“The idea is to give more flexibility to 
developers to be able to implement the 
kind of development they want to 
build.”

Essentially, the consultants argued 
the transition could improve walkabil-
ity, increase housing options and sup-
port infill development, so long as it 
matches the design of neighboring 
properties. Planning Commissioner 
Newt Chandler, however, argued that 
use should be the priority, adding that 
a form-based code would ruin the 
town’s quality of life.

“Seventy-four percent say they want 
the character of neighborhoods to be 
preserved …,” he said. “Form-based 
neighborhoods like you are proposing 
here, the way you are talking about it, 
could wreck that.” 

Lorber said the town could take a 
hybrid approach, where form-based 
zoning would apply to some areas and 
not others. She added that it could also 
support infill development in under-
utilized areas.

When asked if infill development 
included accessory dwelling units – 
which, by law, are now allowed by right 
on single-family lots – Lorber said it 
could.

“One of the things we heard over 
and over is more housing, more afford-
able housing …,” she told commission-
ers this week. “What we are saying is 
there can be more opportunities for in-
fill development in the downtown area, 
and in the neighborhoods, and in all of 
these areas really. 

Simply put, Lorber said the hybrid 
zoning could create more housing 
types, at different price ranges. She 
said the average house price in Berlin 
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Mead & Hunt’s Will White, front right, presented a draft version of the comprehensive plan to the 

Berlin Planning Commission on Monday night.

Comp plan early draft reviewed
Continued from Page 1

See STATE Page 9
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State will review plan update

currently prohibits some young fami-
lies from moving to town.

“When you talk about affordable 
housing, in Berlin today, you have a 
situation where young kids who are 
growing up to become young adults, a 
young family, cannot live where they 
grew up …,” she said. “Berlin is very 
difficult for families to start off here, 
and that’s one of the things we want to 
address. We want to make housing op-
tions attainable for more types of peo-
ple.”

Chandler, alongside Commissioners 
Dirk Widdowson and Pete Cosby, 
shared their concerns over form-based 
zoning, with Chandler stating he did not 
want to see a triplex or office built next 
to his house and Cosby saying he did not 
want density and compression to affect 
Berlin’s character. 

Chandler and Cosby added they 
were more concerned about the resi-
dents who currently live in town, and 
not the ones who would want to even-
tually move there.

“You have people who want to live 
here and people who can’t afford to 
live here,” Cosby said. “The people who 
live here are the ones that matter.” 

Commissioners Logan Hall and 

Jenelle Gerthoffer said they supported 
the hybrid approach but had concerns 
about the staffing needed to oversee it. 
Hall added that it gave developers 
more opportunities and put guardrails 
on future growth.

“We can’t close the gate and say no 
one is coming into the town of Berlin,” 
Hall said. “In 10 years, there’s going to 
be growth. This is defining how that 
growth is going to go.” 

Following a lengthy review of the 
draft plan, the consultants agreed to 
come back with a revised document, 
one that would modify and “subdue” 
sections where form-based zoning is 
proposed. Hall said he also wanted to 
see the plan put more focus on trans-
portation, as sidewalks were a top pri-
ority for residents in the community 
survey.

“Almost 100% of people that gave 
feedback, safety, pedestrian and bicy-
cle safety is the top priority …,” he said. 
“The plan should put that in the fore-
front, that this is the town’s priority.” 

The town’s updated comprehensive 
plan is expected to go before the town 
council for approval later this year. The 
document will also be submitted to the 
Maryland Department of Planning for 
review.

Continued from Page 8

Pocomoke dispensary site 
plan reviewed, approved

(Sept. 3, 2026) A proposed 
cannabis dispensary in Pocomoke City 
has cleared another round of local re-
view, with its operator hoping to begin 
construction this fall and open early 
next year. 

The city’s Planning Commission 
voted unanimously Aug. 27 to recom-
mend approval of plans to convert the 
long-vacant former Plaza Tapatia 
restaurant at 1621 Ocean Highway. 

The proposal will next go before the 
city council for site-plan approval later 
this month. Building and sign permits 
would still be required afterward. 

Kalpesh Shah, CEO of Guru Ven-
tures, the company behind the 
Pocomoke proposal, told commission-
ers the dispensary would employ 
about 30 people. It would be the sixth 
Maryland dispensary he has helped 
build and his first on the Eastern 
Shore.  

“We’re planning on starting con-
struction possibly sometime this fall 
and be open by sometime quarter one 
of 2027,” Shah said. 

Architect Heather Morrison of 
Fisher Architecture presented plans to 
salvage the long-vacant building 
through a major exterior renovation.  

Renderings show its red roofs re-
placed with black ones, gray siding 
added to the front gable, and the 
weathered façade redone in shades of 

gray, black, and white. So far, no inte-
rior plans have been finalized. 

The existing parking lot, entrances, 
and exterior lighting would largely re-
main. Morrison said the site plan pre-
serves room for a possible 
drive-through lane, although no drive-
through is currently proposed.  

Plans also call for a 42-inch black 
aluminum fence around much of the 
property, a screened trash enclosure, 
and two additional accessible parking 
spaces.  

Built in 1988, the roughly 9,500-
square-foot building has been vacant 
since 2013. Before Plaza Tapatia, it 
housed a Bonanza Steakhouse. 

Much of the commission’s discus-
sion focused on security. Shah said 
dispensaries use electronic locks to 
control who can enter, with multiple 
secured doors inside. Protective film 
makes exterior doors and windows 
harder to break through. 

State regulations also require 
cannabis products to be secured in a 
vault within an hour after closing, he 
said. Surveillance must operate con-
tinuously, with 60 days of footage 
stored on-site. 

“In my existing stores, we have 
about 52 cameras per store,” Shah 
said. “That covers every square inch of 
the entire facility from inside and out-
side.” 

Planning Commissioner Nola 
See DISPENSARY Page 10
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FOR STEAKS, SEAFOOD 

& COCKTAILS!

HAPPY HOUR
EVERY DAY  4-6 PM



(Sept. 3, 2026) A state appeals 
court says the Worcester County 
Commissioners must take a second 
look at a contractor’s commercial re-
zoning bid for a site off Route 113, 
finding the board failed to meaning-
fully analyze the evidence or explain 
its decision. 

The three-judge Appellate Court of 
Maryland upheld a Worcester County 
Circuit Court order throwing out the 
denial and sending the rezoning re-
quest back for further consideration. 

“Because the County Commission-
ers failed to articulate any factual 
basis for their denial, judicial review 
is impossible,” wrote Judge Brett 
Wilson in the court’s July 24 opinion. 

Wilson also wrote that the com-
missioners’ unsupported conclu-
sions, failure to consider the Planning 
Commission’s record, and refusal to 
make required findings rendered 
their decision “arbitrary, capricious, 
and unlawful under Maryland law.” 

Pin Oak Properties in May 2023 
had sought broader commercial zon-
ing for three parcels in the Douglynne 
Woods subdivision, near where 
Route 113 meets Route 50. The prop-
erty contains a contractor’s shop not 
ordinarily allowed under its neigh-
borhood commercial zoning. 

County planning staff found evi-
dence that the property had been 
mistakenly zoned during countywide 
zoning updates in 1992 and 2009. 

Although the Planning Commis-
sion unanimously recommended ap-
proval, the commissioners rejected 
the request in November 2023 and 
later issued written findings support-
ing the denial. 

The appellate opinion noted that 
the findings ran only two pages, with 
the second containing nothing but 
signatures. The court said the record 
showed no public discussion, debate, 
fact-finding, or analysis. 

During oral arguments before the 
appellate court on Feb. 2, Worcester 
County Attorney Roscoe Leslie ar-
gued that detailed findings were un-
necessary because the commissioners 
had denied the rezoning rather than 
approved it. 

Under Maryland law, even proof of 
a zoning mistake does not automati-
cally entitle a property owner to re-
zoning.  

But the appellate court ruled that 
such discretion did not excuse the 
commissioners from explaining their 
decision. 

For now, the judges’ ruling 
amounts to a do-over. It does not re-
quire the commissioners to approve 
the rezoning, but directs them to re-
consider the application, make the 
required findings, and adequately 
explain whatever decision they 
reach. 

Moving forward, the rezoning ap-
plication will return to the commis-
sioners for a rehearing at an 
upcoming meeting, according to 
county planning director Jennifer 
Keener.  

Notably, the Pin Oak ruling marks 
the second time in 2026 that Mary-
land’s appellate court has sent a re-
zoning case back to the Worcester 
County Commissioners after ruling 
that they mishandled the denial. 

In February, the court remanded 
the Black Water Relics case involving 
a proposed antique store near Snow 
Hill. After a new hearing and addi-
tional testimony in June, the com-
missioners reversed their earlier 
decision and approved that rezoning 
by a 5–2 vote. 
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Tullar also asked about the dispen-
sary’s likely customers. Shah said there 
was no typical demographic, with cus-
tomers ranging from young adults to 
people in their 90s. Pediatric medical 
cannabis patients also visit dispen-
saries with their parents, he said. 

“I have people that are 95 years old 
that shop in my stores, and I have peo-
ple that just turned 21,” Shah said. 

Maryland dispensaries served only 
medical patients until recreational 
sales to adults began in July 2023. 
Shah said medical cannabis patients 
still account for about one in four cus-
tomers at his existing stores. 

The project is tied to Worcester 
County’s only remaining conditional 
dispensary license, issued to Shreif 
Shata. The Maryland Cannabis Ad-
ministration recently granted a 12-
month extension to begin operating, 

Shah told the commission. 
The applicants previously sought 

zoning relief from Pocomoke City’s re-
quirement that dispensaries remain at 
least 500 feet from houses of worship 
and several other protected uses. The 
property lies 325 feet from New Begin-
nings Outreach Ministries when meas-
ured from the nearest property 
corners. 

The city’s Board of Zoning Appeals 
granted that relief in a 3–1 vote July 1. 
Several residents had opposed the re-
quest, raising concerns about the loca-
tion, access to cannabis and the lack at 
that time of a completed site plan. 

Worcester County currently has two 
cannabis dispensaries, both in West 
Ocean City. The Pocomoke location 
would become the county’s third and 
join 123 storefront dispensaries now 
operating statewide, according to the 
Maryland Cannabis Administration.

Dispensary site plan advanced
Continued from Page 9

Court orders Worcester to 
do better with rezoning nix
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

Premier Home & Artisan Expo
10am - 4pmOctober 23rd - 25th

Furnishings Kitchen  
& Bath

Whole Home 
& Outdoor

Local ArtisansDelmarva’s  
One-Stop Shop  
for Home & 
Handmade

Roland E. Powell 
Convention Center 

4001 Coastal Hwy 
OC, MD 21842

Sponsored by:

oceanpromotions.info

With 35 years of experience practicing  
law in Maryland, Andrew C. Stone is now 
offering Estate Planning services to the 
Maryland Eastern Shore, to help you  
prepare for the future with confidence.

12417 Ocean Gateway #12 
West Ocean City, Maryland 21842 

Tel: 443-513-6646 • Tidelandlaw.com TIDELAND LAW

Secure Your Assets and  
Your Family’s Future with  
Customized Estate Planning AVAILABLE SERVICES 

TRUSTS 
LAST WILLS & TESTAMENTS 

POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES 
ESTATE ADMINISTRATION 

Schedule a free initial consultation  
to discuss the Estate Planning  
options that are right for you. 
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Postmaster sets sights on 
retirement after 4 decades

(Aug. 28, 2026) At age 19, Rob 
Tomko was taking tests for almost 
any job that might offer him a future. 
He considered police work and nearly 

joined the military.  
Then the post of-

fice called. 
“I didn’t think I’d 

be working there for 
my whole career, or 
most of my life,” 
Tomko said last week 
in an interview. “It 
just happened to 

work out that way.” 
After 40 years with the U.S. Postal 

Service, Tomko is retiring from his 
current role as postmaster of the 
Bishopville Post Office. His retire-
ment becomes official last Monday – 
which is also his 59th birthday – al-
though last Thursday was expected to 
be his last day behind the counter. 

He started his postal career as a 
letter carrier where he grew up, 
around Trenton, New Jersey. He de-
livered mail for 18 years, served for a 
time as a union representative, and 
later moved into management. 

“I was looking to better myself,” he 
said. “There was an opportunity to 
advance in the post office, so I just 
put my interest in that.” 

Tomko relocated to the Eastern 
Shore from New Jersey about 20 
years ago. He worked in post offices 
in Ocean City and Salisbury before 
becoming Bishopville’s postmaster 
around 2016.  

The basic mission of the Postal 
Service has remained the same 
throughout his career, Tomko said, 
but much of the operation has 
changed behind the scenes.  

Automation and package tracking 
transformed how mail moves 
through the system, while online 
shopping brought fewer letters but 
far more parcels. The Postal Service 
also collaborates with private carriers 
such as UPS and FedEx. 

The Bishopville operation is 
smaller than it once was. Letter car-
riers serving the area now work out of 
the Ocean Pines post office, leaving 
only Tomko and a clerk to staff the 
local office and serve its customers. 

Tomko compared running a post 

office to operating a small business: 
it’s been his job to oversee employees, 
budgeting, building maintenance, 
grounds upkeep, and customer serv-
ice.  

“Really, we’re just problem 
solvers,” he said. “I used to say, I 
work for my employees because if 
they have an issue, then you’ve got to 
figure out how to solve it.” 

Elsewhere in his career, Tomko 
worked through floods, tornadoes, 
snowstorms, and hurricanes. He was 
a union representative in Trenton 
when anthrax contaminated a postal 
facility there, requiring him to enter 
the building while someone moni-
tored the air around him. 

“The post office, they shine pretty 
much when there’s disaster and bad 
things are going on,” Tomko said. 
Seeing a letter carrier during a crisis, 
he said, gives people “a sense of calm 
in a time where there’s a lot of 
stress.” 

The job also allowed him to be-
come part of the communities he 
served. Tomko remembered a time 
when he joined the search for a miss-
ing 3-year-old after encountering the 
boy’s frantic mother on his route. The 
child was eventually found safe, hid-
ing beneath a bed. 

Some problems were more un-
usual than others.  

On three separate occasions, driv-
ers accidentally crashed into the ex-
terior wall of the Bishopville Post 
Office. Nobody was hurt. Patches of 
different-colored brick still show 
where the wall was repaired. Con-
crete wheel stops now sit in the park-
ing spaces beside the wall. 

“That’s our excitement here,” he 
said. 

Little else has changed in rural 
Bishopville, where Tomko’s post of-
fice has remained a gathering place 
for the tight-knit community. 

“This is almost like a central loca-
tion,” he said, “so you get the gossip, 
you get everything else at this post of-
fice.” 

Tomko leaves with no regrets. He 
said he could have stayed on the job 
for years to come, but now he is look-
ing to the future. 

He and his fiancée will celebrate 
his retirement with a trip to Peru in 
September before getting married in 
2027. 

“They bleed blue, they used to 
say,” Tomko said of devoted postal 
workers. “After 40 years, it’s hard not 
to.” 

Rob Tomko, a familiar face 
at Bishopville post office, 
retires from Postal Service
By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

fill

Rob Tomko

We are looking for someone to help on our sales floor –  
a full time/part-time, year-round position. Someone who 

is out-going, honest, knows a little bit about antiques, 
and can work on weekends. There is cleaning involved, 
will have to handle cash/credit when ringing up sales, 
and open and close the store. This is a Great Job for 

someone who is retired or starting out in the retail world.  
If you think you are right for the job, please call us for an 

interview and bring references. This is a fun job in the 
heart of Downtown Berlin and the Antique Capital  

of the Eastern Shore.   
PLEASE CALL 410-629-9656  

TO SCHEDULE AN INTERVIEW.

HELP WANTED  
IN HISTORIC BERLIN

WINTER BOAT STORAGE
410-213-2296

Boat Storage, Winterizing & Shrink Wrap 
Available for all Makes & Models

OPEN YEAR ROUND!

HARBOR MARINE

410-213-2296 • www.harbormarineoc.com
Family Owned & Operated for 48 Years

Trailer & Boat Storage by the Day, Week, Month or Season

12731 Sunset Avenue
Located 1 Block from the Worcester County Boat Ramp in West Ocean City

Check out the
Looking for a new home?

COASTAL REAL ESTATE GUIDE
On newsstands and 

online at octodaydispatch.com



(Aug. 28, 2026) Assateague State 
Park led all Maryland state parks in 
revenue during the last fiscal year, 
bringing in $2.086 million, according 
to the Department of Natural Re-
sources. 

That was nearly $472,000 more 
than Gunpowder Falls State Park, in 
Baltimore County, which ranked sec-
ond in revenue. 

Buoyed largely by entrance fees 
and the largest campground in the 
state park system, the park has con-
sistently ranked among Maryland’s 
top three revenue generators for at 
least 20 years, said Dana Paterra, 
eastern region manager for the Mary-
land Park Service. 

“As much as I'd like to say that 
we're a cash cow,” she said, “we 
spend a lot of money to provide that 
experience.” 

Between seasonal staffing, heavy 
visitation, and the wear and tear of 
salt air on equipment, Assateague is 
an expensive park to operate year-

round. Paterra said the 855-acre fa-
cility does not generate a profit and 
its costs are roughly equal to or 
greater than revenue. 

Serving such a high volume of vis-
itors requires substantial summer 
staffing. Assateague has 12 full-time 
employees and hires another 40 to 50 
seasonal workers each year, Paterra 
said. 

One of the main revenue drivers is 
camping. With 345 campsites, As-
sateague has the largest campground 
in the state system. Among the park’s 
roughly 1.8 million annual visitors, 
about 350,000 are overnight 
campers. 

Camping demand is particularly 
high during the summer; Paterra said 
finding an open campsite on a week-
end in July would be “impossible.” 
Midweek vacancies become more 
common once school starts, while re-
tirees help fill the campground dur-
ing the shoulder season. 

Another driver of demand? For a 
beach visit, the park is relatively in-
expensive. During the summer, day-
use admission is $5 per person, while 
some campsites with electric hookups 
cost less than $40 a night. 

“We represent a really economic 
way for people to experience the 

beach and camping,” Paterra said. “It 
is a steal.” 

Assateague’s concession opera-
tions generated roughly $191,000, 
according to revenue records pro-
vided by DNR – more than the total 
revenue reported by a number of 
smaller state parks. 

Revenue generated at Assateague 
does not stay with the park. It flows 
into a statewide general fund that 
helps support the Maryland Park 
Service as a whole, including parks 
that do not charge entrance fees. 

Paterra said campers come not 
just from the mid-Atlantic, but from 
states as far away as Wisconsin and 
Michigan. She has even marveled at 
hearing multiple languages spoken – 
German, French, Spanish – while 
walking through the campground. 

“These multi-generational families 

that are vacationing in the United 
States and choosing Assateague as 
part of their limited time here, it kind 
of gives me good goosebumps that we 
are helping families make these 
memorable experiences,” she said. 
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Assateague park tops Md. park revenue list 

By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

STATE PARK 

FISCAL 2026 REVENUE 

1. Assateague – $2,086,283 
2. Gunpowder Falls – $1,614,392 
3. Sandy Point – $1,328,724 
4. Patapsco Valley – $1,003,001 
5. Deep Creek Lake – $895,756 
6. Rocky Gap – $829,518 
7. Cunningham Falls – $822,904 
8. Greenbrier – $646,116 
9. Seneca Creek – $477,148 
10. Fair Hill – $475,362

Camping, beach use lead 
to beach preserve bringing 
in $2.08M in last fiscal yr.

www.baysideoc.com

2017 & 2018

Realtor® SFR®
debbennington4@gmail.com

The Pros 
To Know

410-208-3500 x308 Office 
410-603-8065  Cell 

11001 Manklin Meadows Lane Ocean Pines, MD

©2026 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire HomesServices and the  
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of the HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

• Canal & bay views plus boating from private dock.  
• Remodeled kitchen: granite counters, SS appliances  
 & cabinets. 
• 3-season room’s windows bring in the outdoors. 
• Oversized deck for dining, entertaining, or relaxing. 
• Spacious primary suite newer walk-in tiled shower.  
• Freshly painted throughout & new BR carpets. 
• New laminate kitchen, great room & 1st level family  
 room floors.  
• 1st level family room could be 3rd BR.  
• Oversized 2-car garage has storage & workroom.  
• Oversized driveway for guests, boats & coastal toys.  
• Energy-efficient central oil-fired hot-water heat.  
• Move-in ready & roof is only 4 years old!  

38 PINTAIL DRIVE  PINTAIL ISLE  
OCEAN PINES

$799,000

LIVE the COASTAL DREAM in this WATERFRONT 2 BR, 2 BA HOME

Let Me Help You Find The Home Of Your Dreams!

JUST LISTED

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 11 AM – 1 PM
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Berlin planning more ADU ordinance talks

(Sept. 3, 2026) Berlin officials will 
continue their work this month to estab-
lish a state-mandated policy authorizing 
the construction of accessory dwelling 
units (ADUs) on properties with single-
family detached homes.  

On Monday, Sept. 14, at 5 p.m., the 
Berlin Planning Commission, the 
mayor, and Town Council will meet for 
a work session to develop provisions for 
creating ADUs. The project follows a 
statewide law that supports the con-
struction of ADUs and requires munic-
ipalities to create their own regulations 
by Oct. 1.  

The idea behind the endeavor, which 
became law in 2025, is that accessory 
dwelling units —apartment-like struc-
tures detached from a property’s pri-
mary home — could provide additional 
affordable residency options.  

The Town of Berlin began work on its 
ADU guidelines earlier this year. Offi-
cials had conducted a work session in 
February, joined by the mayor and 
Town Council and the community’s 
planning commission.   

At that meeting, the group consid-
ered parking requirements, water and 
wastewater treatment consumption 
based on equivalent dwelling units 
(EDUs), short-term rental regulations, 
and size restrictions.  

County government allows ADUs be-

tween 500 and 900 square feet. How-
ever, councilmember Shaneka Nichols 
said at the February work session that 
she would prefer for the town to reduce 
the maximum allowable dimensions.  

“I think the part that’s hard for me is 
Worcester County … can be vast and 
huge … I think 900 square feet, that’s a 
decent size for a first house,” she said at 
the time. “That’s big…if you’re truly 
using it as an accessory unit, what do 
you need 900 square feet for? Unless it’s 
an income property.”   

Nichols added that a more appropri-
ate size for an ADU should land between 
500 and 700 square feet.  

Parking was also addressed at the 

winter work session. Planning Commis-
sion Chair Matt Stoehr said Berlin’s res-
idential parking study is outdated and 
that the municipality should solicit new 
data before mandating extra parking 
spaces. 

Berlin Mayor Zack Tyndall said a 
new parking study may be impractical, 
since only a few residents will likely 
build these accessory units on their 
properties.  

Additionally, the group debated how 
ADUs would affect water and sewer ca-
pacity. Current town policy requires de-
velopers to pay an equivalent dwelling 
unit (EDU) fee of roughly $17,000 for 
new connections. Some suggested in 

February that this charge is too steep for 
smaller accessory spaces.  

To address this concern, one option 
discussed was charging a fractional 
EDU or reviewing water usage annually 
and adjusting fees as needed. 

February’s work session revealed 
that town officials agreed on several 
points: ADUs should not be used as 
short-term rentals, units should be 
within 100 feet of the main house, and 
they should match the style and height 
of the primary dwelling.  

The Sept. 14 work session will begin 
at 5 p.m. A public hearing on Berlin’s 
nailed-down ADU regulations is subse-
quently scheduled for Monday, Sept. 28. 

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

Golf tourney seeking sponsorships
(Sept. 3, 2026) The Worcester County 

Veterans Memorial Foundation is seek-
ing sponsors for the 19th Annual Veter-
ans Memorial Golf Tournament, 
scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 16, at 
the Ocean Pines Golf Club. 

This event is the major fundraiser for 
the Foundation’s education programs, 
including annual field trips for all 
Worcester County 5th graders to the 
Veterans Memorial in Ocean Pines.  

The tournament is a Captain’s Choice 
and Scramble format, with check-in be-

ginning at 8 a.m. for a 9 a.m. shotgun 
start. Registration is $150 per player and 
includes greens fees with car and range 
balls, a grab and go breakfast, door prize 
entry, lunch buffet, and awards and 
prizes. Mens, Ladies, and Mixed Teams 
are welcome. 

Sponsorship opportunities are avail-
able at various levels, ranging from $125 
to $2,000.  

The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit, and all contributions are tax-de-
ductible. In addition to sponsorships, the 

Foundation also welcomes donated 
prizes, gift certificates, or items for the 
tournament’s silent auction. 

Checks should be made payable to 
the Worcester County Veterans Memo-
rial and mailed to W.C.V.M.F., P.O. Box 
1576, Ocean Pines, Md. 21811.  

For questions or additional informa-
tion, contact Marie Gilmore at 410-726-
2881 or opmarie@aol.com, or Don 
McMullen at 443-388-2941 or dmc-
mullen1@aol.com or visit 
WoCoVets.org.

ATLANTIC DENTAL 
COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

PREVENTIVE CARE • INVISALIGN 
PERIODONTAL TREATMENT • FULL MOUTH 
RESTORATIONS • IMPLANT RESTORATIONS 

SMILE ENHANCEMENTS 
EMERGENCY SERVICES FOR OUR CURRENT PATIENTS

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST
We have generations of experience and are  
well known for our exceptional dental care.   

We want to help you keep that  
bright and beautiful smile 

every season!
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Happy Hour 2-5pm Every Day

SELBYVILLE
Open 11am Every Day

Sunday: Happy Hour All Day
Monday: 25% Off Anything Chicken

Tuesday: 25% Off Burgers
Wednesday: 25% Off Cheesesteaks

Thursday: 25% Off Entrees

SPECIALS ALL DAY
(Selbyville Location Only)

Friday, September 4

$22.99 ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
RIBS, SHRIMP & SIDES ALL DAY
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Saturday, September 5

$19.99 ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT  
WINGS W/ SIDES

38223 Dupont BLVD., Selbyville, DE • 302-988-2220 • pitandpub.com
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Hardwire inks another fed 
contract for military armor

(Sept. 3, 2026) Pocomoke City de-
fense contractor Hardwire LLC has 
been awarded an Army contract val-
ued at $99 million to produce steel 
and titanium components for ar-
mored military vehicles over the next 
five years. 

Hardwire founder and CEO 
George Tunis credited Pocomoke 
City, Worcester County, and Con-
gressman Andy Harris (R-1st, Md.) as 
partners in expanding the company’s 
manufacturing capabilities on the 
Eastern Shore. 

Hardwire built much of its armor 
business around lightweight compos-
ites made by compressing layers of 
high-strength synthetic fibers. The 
contract represents an expansion of 
the manufacturing work for which 
Hardwire is best known.  

“This capability allows for huge, 
complex-shaped parts to be made 
from the strongest metals on planet 
Earth,” Tunis said in a statement, 
“and opens the door to all-new, more 
organically shaped components and 
armor for our ground, sea, air, and 
space forces.” 

Army records list Hardwire among 
four companies selected for a 2024 
research program seeking ways to 
manufacture laminated steel, alu-
minum, and titanium armor at com-
mercial scale.  

The Army said those layered met-
als can provide the same protection 
at substantially less weight than tra-
ditional armor, but have historically 
been difficult to manufacture, shape, 
and weld at commercial scale. 

Hardwire now lists hot forming of 
complex metal parts among its man-
ufacturing capabilities on its web-
site. 

The contract was awarded through 

the Army’s Small Business Innova-
tion Research program, which helps 
smaller companies turn government-
backed research into technology and 
products the military can use.  

Hardwire was the only company to 
submit a bid, according to the Army’s 
contract announcement. 

This contract is what’s known as 
an “indefinite-delivery, indefinite-
quantity” contract, meaning the 
Army can place orders as needed. It 
expires in 2031. 

The $99 million represents the 
maximum value of those orders 
rather than a guaranteed payment to 
Hardwire. 

Funding and work locations will be 
determined with each individual 
order, according to the Army. The 
contract was awarded through Army 
Contracting Command at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground in Harford County. 

Rep. Harris announced the award 
this week. “Hardwire continues to 
create skilled manufacturing jobs and 
expand defense production in Mary-
land’s First District,” he said.  

Harris also said the components 
will support military personnel and 
pledged to continue pursuing defense 
investments and manufacturing jobs 
for the Eastern Shore. 

In March 2025, Hardwire was one 
of two companies selected by the 
Army to produce lightweight torso 
armor plates under a separate seven-
year contract with a shared $416 mil-
lion ceiling. 

Founded by Tunis in 2000, Hard-
wire LLC produces armor for the mil-
itary and law enforcement at its 
manufacturing facility in downtown 
Pocomoke City. The company has 
also produced bullet-resistant shields 
for schools, including shields de-
signed to double as classroom white-
boards. 

By Brian Shane 
Staff Writer

STEVE GREEN/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

FARMERS MARKET TUNES 
The sounds of the State Beach Project filled the air during the Berlin Farmers Market earlier this 

month. Above, a woman grooves to a Bob Marley tune.
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You Take Pride
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September 3, 2026 Bayside Gazette Page 17



(Sept. 4, 2026) The Ocean Pines 
Grant Task Force is moving forward 
with plans for a proposed Pollinator 
Garden near the North Gate Pond.  

This volunteer-led task force is 
made up of eight individuals, includ-
ing Connie Corbett, Nate Douty, 

Cindy Hoffman, Steve Lind, Ryan 
Mello, Tim Peck, Don Wolski, and 
Board of Directors Liaison Pat Lehn-
erd. The goal of the task force is to ex-
plore grant opportunities that could 
support environmental stewardship 
and beautification efforts within 
Ocean Pines, building on a long-
standing community commitment to 
maintaining attractive neighbor-
hoods, protecting natural resources, 
and enhancing the quality of life for 
residents.  

The Task Force is actively explor-
ing the Chesapeake Bay Trust’s Com-
munity Engagement and Restoration 
Mini Grant Program as a potential 
funding opportunity for the pollina-
tor garden. This nonprofit organiza-
tion is dedicated to improving the 
region’s natural resources through 
conservation, restoration, and com-
munity engagement. Its Mini Grant 
Program supports projects such as 
tree plantings, rain gardens, trail im-
provements, community cleanups, 
educational outreach, and other ini-
tiatives that improve local environ-
ments. Eligible Maryland 
communities may receive up to 
$5,000 per project. 

The objective of the Task Force is 
to pursue a Chesapeake Bay Trust en-
vironmental restoration grant 
through the following steps: 

- Review grant requirements and 
eligibility criteria.  

- Identify a community-focused 
project that enhances Ocean Pines’ 
natural resources and/or beautifies 
shared spaces.  

- Develop a project plan, budget, 
and timeline for review and approval 
by the executive sponsor.   

- Submit the grant application 
upon approval from OPA 

After identifying several potential 
community projects, the Task Force 
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Pollinator garden eyed for 
Pines North Gate pond area

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Volunteers with the Ocean Pines Grant Task Force are pictured exploring the potential site for a 

pollinator garden around the North Gate pond area in Ocean Pines.



evaluated each using a rubric based 
on the Chesapeake Bay Trust’s grant 
application criteria. The pollinator 
garden emerged as the leading candi-
date because of its potential for com-
munity engagement, environmental 
impact and alignment with the 
Trust’s objectives. 

While the Ocean Pines Association 
Board of Directors supports the for-
mation and efforts of the Grant Task 
Force, any resulting grant applica-
tions and projects are intended to be 
community-led initiatives. That said, 
any community work must be re-
viewed, approved by Ocean Pines 
staff and considered within the larger 
framework of initiatives and mainte-
nance costs. 

The task force is currently working 
to confirm the garden location, final-
ize the planting list, and develop a 
project budget. They are also pursu-
ing partnerships with local organiza-
tions that may be able to provide 
technical expertise, materials, or vol-
unteer support, including the Ocean 
Pines Garden Club, Lower Shore 
Land Trust, Coastal Bays Program, 
and area nurseries. 

Task Force members met with 
Ocean Pines staff at the proposed site 
on Tuesday, August 25, to begin map-
ping out the potential garden area. 
The grant application is expected to 
be submitted within the next month, 
with the approval process expected to 
take approximately six to eight weeks 
following submission. If funded, in-
stallation of the garden would begin 
in the spring of 2027.  

“Our goal is to make this a true 
community project,” said the task 
force. “We hope to engage civic and 
youth organizations, such as the Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts, in activities 
such as providing or building bird-
houses. We are also exploring the 
possibility of adding memorial 
benches through Ocean Pines. Over 

time, we envision the garden becom-
ing an educational destination for 
local schools, providing students with 
an opportunity to learn about native 
plants, pollinators, and sustainable 
gardening practices.” 

More information on the grant can 
be found here https://cbtrust.org/ 
community-engagement/.
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Task force pursuing grant opps

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
An overhead perspective shows the proposed location for a pollinator garden near the Ocean Pines 

North Gate pond.
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Local troop receives grant 
for new equipment trailer

(Sept. 3, 2026) Young people par-
ticipating in scouting in Worcester 
County will benefit from a $6,000 
grant from the Wiessner Foundation 
to Friends of Troop 225 for the pur-
chase of a new enclosed equipment 
trailer. 

Representatives of the Wiessner 
Foundation recently joined members 
of Berlin’s Troop 225 for a check 
presentation recognizing the grant 
and the foundation’s support of local 
youth. 

The new trailer will be used to 
store and transport the tents, cooking 
equipment, camping supplies, pro-
gram materials, and other gear re-
quired for the troop’s camping trips, 
outdoor programs, and community 
service activities. 

Based in Berlin and chartered by 
the Berlin Lions Club, Troop 225 pro-
vides young people with opportuni-
ties to develop leadership, teamwork, 
preparedness, outdoor skills, confi-
dence, and a commitment to commu-
nity service. 

The new trailer will allow the troop 
to more efficiently transport its 

equipment to camps, service projects, 
and Scouting activities throughout 
the region. 

“We are extremely grateful to the 
Wiessner Foundation for this gener-
ous $6,000 grant,” said Gerald “Skip” 
Carlson, assistant scoutmaster and 
member of Friends of Troop 225. 
“This is much more than an equip-
ment purchase. It is an investment in 
the experiences and opportunities we 
can provide our Scouts for years to 
come.” 

Carlson said the support also pro-
vides an important example to the 
Scouts themselves. 

“Having our Scouts participate in 
the check presentation allows them to 
see firsthand that people and organi-
zations in their community believe in 
them and believe in Scouting,” he 
said. 

Friends of Troop 225 thanked the 
Wiessner Foundation and its Board 
for its commitment to programs ben-
efiting young people and for helping 
ensure that Troop 225 can continue 
providing meaningful outdoor, lead-
ership, and service experiences. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
Scouts Jack Tignor and Anders Clarke are pictured receiving the Wiessner Foundation grant from 

Paula Harris. Also pictured is Skip Carlson, assistant scoutmaster.

delawaregardens.org
30220 Piney Neck Road | Dagsboro, DE 19939

Check Our Website for Other Programs & Workshops

Birding Basics. Walk and Talk
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Check Out Our Facebook Page
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Please call ahead to make sure we are not at another location
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Store Hours: Tuesday 10‐3
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Building coastal dreams.
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20
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KIWANIS DONATION 
The Kiwanis Club of Ocean Pines/Ocean City recently presented a donation to the Ocean Pines 

Fire Department in recognition of the vital work its firefighters and emergency personnel do to pro-

tect and serve the community. Pictured, from left, are Joe Enste, president of the Ocean Pines Fire 

Department; Sarah Walker, president of the Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean Pines/Ocean City; and 

Dave VanGasbeck, vice president of the Ocean Pines Fire Department and new member of the 

Ocean Pines Kiwanis Club..

Harrison Paving Co.
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School board adopts social media use policy

(Sept. 3, 2026) After months of de-
liberation, the Worcester County 
Board of Education late last month 
approved a revised social media pol-
icy to guide employee professional-
ism in online networking spaces. 

At the board of education’s meet-
ing, members passed amended social 
media regulations for teachers and 
staff of Worcester County Public 
Schools. System officials believe the 
new rules will clarify the board’s 
stance on inflammatory messaging 
and other inappropriate online con-
duct. 

A committee charged with over-
hauling obsolete WCPS social net-
working rules created the reshaped 
policy. The team included board at-
torney Heather Stansbury, board 
members Jackie Cutlip, Elena McCo-
mas, and Jon Andes, and executive 
team members. 

These guidelines have been re-
peatedly revised and edited over the 
past few months as board members 
worked to ensure the policy was as 
clear and objective as possible. The 
framework has now been pushed 
through, right in time for the start of 
the new school year. 

The changes establish new stan-
dards for how school system employ-

ees use both professional and per-
sonal social media accounts. 

The policy states that employees 
may not author social media content 
that would impair their effectiveness 
as an educator or role model or un-
dermine the educational environ-
ment. Board members agreed to 
remove the word “likely” from por-
tions of the policy to reduce subjec-
tivity in determining whether an 
employee’s online activity violates the 
rules. 

The policy also removes language 
prohibiting content that could “likely 
damage the public confidence” in the 
school board or Worcester County 
Public Schools. 

The policy also sets standards for 
profanity and vulgar language, pro-
hibiting employees from using social 
media to write this kind of speech 
when it is objectively determined to 
have been said with the intention of 
offending or degrading others. The 
addition distinguishes between inap-
propriate language and situations in 
which profanity may be used without 
intent to offend or degrade. 

The policy also reminds employees 
that posts made on personal social 
media accounts can become public, 
even when privacy settings are en-
abled. Staff members are responsible 
for securing their accounts but are 

cautioned that privacy settings alone 
may not prevent content from be-
coming publicly accessible. 

Another provision requires the su-
perintendent or the superintendent’s 
designee to evaluate alleged viola-
tions based on the circumstances and 
exercise “consistent, objective profes-
sional judgment” when determining 
discipline. Board members said the 
emphasis on objectivity is intended to 
ensure the policy is applied consis-
tently rather than based on individual 
interpretations or biases. 

The revised policy also clarifies 
that WCPS owns all professional so-
cial media accounts operated on the 
school system's behalf. 

Board President Todd Ferrante 
said the policy is intended to protect 
students, employees, schools, and 
confidential information without reg-
ulating employees’ private lives or 
political beliefs. 

“Political beliefs are personal opin-
ions,” Ferrante said. “Freedom of 
speech is a foundational principle of 
our country, and simply because 
someone doesn’t want to be offended 
by something on an employee's post 
shouldn’t automatically be a policy 
violation. There has to be common 
sense, context, and legitimate con-
nections to our schools. Our goal 
should be to protect our school sys-

tem.” 
Additionally, the board previously 

debated whether employees should 
be prohibited from both authoring 
and sharing problematic content, ul-
timately choosing to use only the 
term “author.” 

Stansbury said the policy should 
be viewed as a starting point that can 
be reviewed as technology and social 
media practices continue to evolve. 
Ferrante described the policy as a 
“working document,” saying the 
board can revisit the language if por-
tions prove too broad, unclear, or in-
effective. 

The social media policy was men-
tioned during the public comments 
section of the board meeting. Thomas 
Hamill, WCPS coordinator of re-
search and student information, 
spoke to the new guidelines as a dis-
trict citizen. 

Hamill said that while he believes 
the current board and school admin-
istration have good intentions in 
drafting a new social media frame-
work, he is concerned future leader-
ship could misinterpret the approved 
standards. 

“My concern is not about how this 
board would use the policy,” Hamill 
said. “My concern is how a future 
board, superintendent, or adminis-

By Tara Fischer 
Staff Writer

See EMPLOYEE Page 24
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trator would. Terms like ‘role model,’ 
‘public confidence,’ ‘likely to impair,’ 
even ‘profane,’ sound reasonable 
until we ask who gets to decide that. 
What makes somebody a role model? 
What damages public confidence? 
What counts as profanity? Those an-
swers can change dramatically de-
pending on the person’s politics, 

religion, culture, or personal values.” 
He added that “a progressive ad-

ministration could target a conserva-
tive employee, and a conservative 
one could target a progressive em-
ployee.” 

Hamill asked that the board nar-
row the language and tie discipline to 
concrete misconduct like harassment 
or disruption of school operations. 

Still, the board approved the re-
vised social media policy with the un-
derstanding it can be revisited.  

It emphasized that the superinten-
dent’s role is to act objectively when 
assigning consequences for viola-
tions. 

The updated guidelines follow an 
incident last fall in which a Worcester 
County educator posted a political 

message on his social media account. 
The teacher’s controversial senti-

ment was directed at Charlie Kirk, a 
popular political figure and Donald 
Trump advocate who was assassi-
nated in September during a rally at 
Utah Valley University. 

The new policy aims to clarify the 
school system’s stance on employees’ 
behavior on social media platforms.

Continued from Page 23

Employee voices concerns about new policy

CLUB VOLUNTEERS 
Members of the Ocean 

City/Berlin Optimist Club vol-

unteered for the 16th Annual 

Golf Tournament that was held 

on August 26 at the OC Golf 

Club. Chairman for the event 

was Doug Fischer. He was as-

sisted by the past chair for 15 

years, Charlie Smith. Over 

$250,000 has been raised for 

the Scholarship Fund of the 

Optimist Club in the past 16 

years. This year, 25 members 

of the club participated in the 

event. All proceeds benefit 

youth in Worcester County. Vol-

unteers pictured, front from 

left, are Peggy Forsythe, Tinsel 

Hughes and Melva Middleton; 

and, back, Harry Haag, Charlie 

Smith, Sharyn O’Hare, Judi 

Haag, Chair Doug Fischer and 

Cindy Malament. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE
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Seniors Prep For College Apps

SUBMITTED PHOTOS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 
The Worcester Prep Class of 2027 hit the ground running in preparation for their college application season this fall. Rising seniors participated in a four-day College Application & Essay Writing 
Workshop held in the Guerrieri Library, organized by the WPS Office of College Counseling. During the workshop, students engaged in one-on-one sessions with Mrs. Kelly Hawse, the WPS director of 
college counseling. They focused on writing and reviewing college applications and essays, as well as refining their college lists. In addition, college admissions representatives shared valuable insights 
and practical advice on the importance of effective communication with colleges and how to convey their unique stories through authentic and well-crafted personal statements. 
Admissions representatives were Suzie Friedrich from Washington College; Becky Brady, Drexel University; Abbey Murphy, Salisbury University; Michelle Zumpano, Bryant University; Abby Trice, University 
of Maryland; and Jeff Smith, University of Tennessee. (Above) Rising seniors collaborated with college admissions representatives during the annual College Application & Essay Writing Workshop at 
Worcester Prep; Suzie Friedrich of Washington College (first from right), Becky Brady of Drexel University (second front from right), Abbey Murphy of Salisbury University (third front from right), Michelle 
Zumpano of Bryant University (fourth front from left), Abby Trice of the University of Maryland (two front from left), and Jeff Smith of the University of Tennessee (fifth back from left).

Seniors Jacquie Lysenko, Emma Nordstrom, Sydney Parker, Isha Garg and Gabriella Damouni re-
united with smiles at the annual College Application & Essay Writing Workshop at Worcester Prep 
this summer.

WPS rising seniors Chase Burbage, Luke Pitarra, Jack Adkins and Beau Brittingham paused from 
drafting their college essays to smile for the camera.

Seniors Kyler Phillips and Michael Hall worked side-by-side as they navigated the college applica-
tion process.

Senior Gabriella Damouni works with English teacher Elana Zambori on crafting her college ad-
missions essay.



LARRY SHOCKLEY

Whaleyville 
It is with deep sorrow that we an-

nounce the passing of Larry Thomas 
Shockley, of Whaleyville, a beloved 

husband, father, son, 
brother, and commu-
nity member, who 
departed from this 
life on August 22, 
2026, at the age of 
62.  

Larry was born in 
Salisbury on May 28, 
1964 to Marylan 

(Jones) Shockley and the late 
Sylvester C. Shockley. 

Larry was the general manager at 
Old Pro Golf in Ocean City. A de-
voted member of Stevenson United 
Methodist Church where he served 
faithfully as Treasurer and was ac-
tively involved with the Spirit 
Kitchen, dedicating countless hours 
to support those in need. He was also 
a Past Master and past Secretary of 
Evergreen Masonic Lodge #153, in 
Berlin, MD showcasing his commit-
ment to community service and 
brotherhood. In his personal life, 
Larry was an avid Lego collector, 
finding joy in creativity and playful-
ness, which he cherished throughout 
his life. 

In addition to his mother, Mary-
lan Shockley, Larry is survived by his 
loving wife, Charlene D. Shockley; 
son, Matthew T. Shockley of Wha-
leyville; brothers, Jeffrey C. Shockley 
(Christine) of Delmar, and Michael 
L. Shockley (Tina Morgan) of Wha-

leyville; special friends, Glenn 
Bunting and Scott Schoellkopf; and 
several nieces and nephews and 
great nieces and great nephews. His 
memory will forever live on in the 
hearts of his family and friends. 

Larry was preceded in death by his 

father, Sylvester C. Shockley 
A memorial service was held on 

Saturday, August 29, 2026, at 
Stevenson United Methodist Church, 
123 N. Main Street, Berlin, MD with 
visitation beginning at 10 a.m.  

In lieu of flowers, donations in his 

memory may be made to Stevenson 
United Methodist Church Spirit 
Kitchen, 123 N. Main Street, Berlin, 
MD 21811 or Evergreen Lodge # 153, 
109 N. Main St., Berlin, Md. 21811. 

Condolences may be sent by visit-
ing www.bishophastingsfh.com.
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Obituaries

Larry Shockley

SUBMITTED PHOTO/BAYSIDE GAZETTE 

SKILLSUSA WINNERS HONORED 
Worcester Tech High School winners in the SkillsUSA State and National competitions were honored last month by the Worcester County Commissioners during a meeting. Those students who were able 

to attend are pictured.

OBITUARY NOTICES
Obituary Notices cost $50 per week for Print and  

Online Publications.
E-mail: editor@octodaydispatch.com 
Mail: 11934 Ocean Gateway, Suite 6,  

Ocean City, Md. 21842 
Fax: 410-723-6511

$1,945.
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Etiquette for ‘Honk 
and Wave’ demo 
Editor, 

With the November elec-
tion approaching, political 
signs, rallies, and “Honk and 
Wave” demonstrations are 
becoming a familiar sight 
along our roads. These events 
are an important part of our 
democracy. They give candi-
dates and supporters an op-
portunity to make their 
voices heard and encourage 
people to participate in our 
elections.  Indivisible 
Worcester, MD (a non-parti-
zan grass roots political ac-
tion group) and the 
Democratic Women’s Club of 
Worcester County hosts 
Honk and Wave demonstra-
tions along route 589 by Me-
morial Park every Friday 
from 4:30 to 6 through the 
election.  All are welcome to 
peacefully participate. 

But political enthusiasm 
should never come at the ex-
pense of courtesy, safety, or 
respect for our neighbors. 

For those participating in 
“Honk and Wave” demonstra-
tions, remember that not 
everyone driving by will sup-
port your candidate or your 
cause. That is their right. 
Wave, smile, hold your signs, 
and encourage people to vote 
— but please don't taunt, in-
sult, or make hostile gestures 
toward motorists who don't 
respond. Nasty and vulgar 
signs are not welcome! Politi-
cal differences should not turn 
into personal confrontations. 

Likewise, those driving by 
should remember that the 
people standing on the road-
side are our neighbors, 
friends, and members of our 
community. If you support 
the candidate, a brief, appro-
priate honk or wave is a won-
derful way to show your 
support. You might even 
want to park your car and 
come over and join us! If you 
don't support the candidate, 
simply keep driving. There is 
no need to respond with an 
angry honk, an obscene ges-
ture, yelling, or other behav-
ior intended to provoke a 
confrontation. 

And, most importantly, 
safety must come first. 
Demonstrators should stay in 
designated areas, remain 
clear of traffic, and never step 
into the roadway. Drivers 
should slow down, pay atten-
tion, and avoid distracted 
driving. A political demon-
stration is not worth an acci-
dent or an injury. 

We can disagree strongly 
about candidates, parties, 
and the direction of our 
country and still treat one an-
other with dignity. In fact, 
that is one of the things that 
makes our democracy work. 

As we head toward Elec-
tion Day, let's make our polit-
ical demonstrations 
examples of what democracy 
can look like at its best: en-
thusiastic, spirited, peace-
ful—and respectful. 

Toot if you agree. Wave if 
you want. Don’t yell obsceni-
ties; be safe and be civil. 

Tish Michel  
Ocean City 

(The writer is a Worcester 
County Democratic Central 

Committee member.) 
 

No insult meant with 
‘Berlin Uncool’ signs 
Editor, 

I was very interested to 
read Mr. Reese Cropper III's 
letter in your last edition 
("Berlin Uncool signs way off 
base"). I suspect that when 
he wrote, Mr. Cropper III did 
not realize that the signs in 
question relate to the (satiri-
cal) campaign for mayor of 
Berlin by Mr. Purnell B. 
Jarvis Jr. 
(uncoolberlin.com). 

Myself having some small 
bit of knowledge of the reha-
bilitation of buildings in 
downtown Berlin, not limited 
to personally emptying the 
upstairs of the Ayers and Odd 
Fellow's Buildings, carrying 
my mother's color cards and 
paint samples to and from for 
many years, and various 
other activities, and further 
being personally acquainted 
with many of the surviving 
members of that generation, 
I would like to assure Mr. 
Cropper III that no insult to 
that cohort is intended by 
Mr. Jarvis, Jr.'s activities and 
that Mr. Jarvis, Jr's advocacy 
for a revitalization of local 
culture in fact has found the 
support of more than a few of 
them. 

Edward H. Hammond III 
Berlin 

Letters

WCPS VISITS  
Superintendent Dr. 
Annette Wallace, 
joined by school 
system leaders, vis-
its students at 
Buckingham Ele-
mentary on Monday 
as part of a first-
day tour of Worces-
ter County schools. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO/ 
BAYSIDE GAZETTE

How much do Berlin residents and town officials have to 
worry about the possibility of someone building a data center 
in their midst? Probably not much, since developing even a 
small facility of this kind would be a significant undertaking. 

For one thing, finding enough space to build a compara-
tively small 5,000-square-foot structure would not be easy. 

The town's standard zoning designations would place 
most property off limits, and that is only the first obstacle. 
This hypothetical data center would require more than stan-
dard high-speed internet. It would need Dedicated Internet 
Access through a commercial fiber-optic line capable of 
transmitting at least 10 gigabits per second (Gbps).  

According to BroadbandNow Research, that is five to 10 
times faster than the residential internet service available in 
Berlin. Although that level of connectivity is available to com-
mercial enterprises in the area, extending that service to a 
new data center would be expensive because Dedicated In-
ternet Access provides a private connection between a busi-
ness and the internet. 

Then there is the matter of electricity and water. Even a 
small data center could spend millions of dollars annually on 
power, assuming sufficient electrical capacity is available. Its 
operators also could require millions of gallons of water each 
year for cooling. Again, that assumes the water is available.  

Various researchers estimate that a 5,000-square-foot 
data center's annual water usage would be roughly equiva-
lent to that of 1,000 households.  

Companies that specialize in data-center development es-
timate that constructing and bringing such a facility online 
would cost about $10 million to $12 million per megawatt. 
This hypothetical facility would require between 1 and 5 
megawatts of power, depending on the number of servers it 
operates. 

Given these factors, bringing a data center to Berlin would 
require a Goldilocks set of circumstances in which electrical 
power, water, internet access, zoning and financing all align 
perfectly: not too much, not too little, but just right.

Data center in Berlin? 
Possible but not likely
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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
School began Monday for Worcester County’s 6,841 public 

school students at the county’s 14 centers of instruction, 

opening before Labor Day for the first time since the 2013-

14 school year. 

Worcester’s first day of school has bounced back and forth 

on the calendar going back to 2009, when this county be-

came the last district in the state to adopt a pre-Labor Day 

start as proponents argued that education was more impor-

tant than the summer jobs many older students held. The 

county reverted back to the post-Labor Day start day in 2015. 

The earlier beginning for the 2026-27 school year does have 

its advantages. Barring any school closures because of bad 

weather, the last day of school will be June 11. Should bad 

weather occur and force schools to close, this year’s calendar 

has built in three makeup days. 

Altogether, schools will be closed for 23 days this year, with 

10 of those days set aside beginning Dec. 21 for winter break. 
SUBMITTED PHOTOS/BAYSIDE GAZETTE

Sept. 3 - 10

Presented free as a courtesy to Licensed REALTORS® who are regular OC Today-Dispatch & Bayside Gazette Advertisers. 
$10 for listing without advertisement.

    DAY/TIME                                            ADDRESS                                 BR/BA                        STYLE                   PRICE                         AGENT/AGENCY
Fri-Mon 11am-4pm     Heron Harbour, 120th St., Bayside, Ocean City  1BR/2BR/3BR/4BR+ Condos, Towns & SF           -                  Nanette Pavier/Holiday Real Estate  

Mon-Fri 9am-4pm                    12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC                  2BR/2BA                    Single Family         from $279,750       Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community  

FridayNoon-2pm             12301 Jamaica Avenue #351N, Ocean City         2BR/2BA                          Condo                    $499,900         Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty 

Friday 4-6pm                     119 Old Landing Road #307F, Ocean City          2BR/2BA                          Condo                    $340,000            Terri Moran/Coldwell Banker Realty 

Saturday 10am-Noon         5105 Atlantic Avenue #101, Ocean City            3BR/3BA                          Condo                  $1,190,000          Terri Moran/Coldwell Banker Realty 

Saturday 11am-1pm                   38 Pintail Drive, Ocean Pines                    2BR/2BA                    Single Family              $799,000      Debbie Bennington/BHHS PenFed Realty 

Saturday 11am-1pm                      8 61st Street, Ocean City                       3BR/2BA                          Condo                   $524,900    Rob & Anne-Marie Bouse/RE/MAX Advantage Realty

Saturday 11am-1pm               6 60th Street Unit 706, Ocean City               4BR/3.5BA                         Condo                  $1,399,000         Kim Bounds/Coldwell Banker Realty 

Saturday 11am-1pm         6201 Coastal Highway #806, Ocean City           4BR/3BA                          Condo                  $1,678,000       Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty 

Saturday 11am-3pm                12430 Old Bridge Rd., West OC                  2BR/2BA                    Single Family         from $279,750       Shelly Wilson/Salt Life Community 

Saturday Noon-2pm             26 Mallard Drive West, Ocean Pines             8BR/8.5BA                   Single Family             $2,100,000      Shawn Kotwica/Coldwell Banker Realty 

Saturday Noon-2pm             75 King Richard Road, Ocean Pines             4BR/3.5BA                   Single Family              $829,900         Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty 

Saturday 1-3pm               5907 Atlantic Avenue Unit 205, Ocean City         2BR/2BA                          Condo                    $449,000        Shawn Kotwica/Coldwell Banker Realty 

Saturday 2-4pm                       10 135th Street #106, Ocean City                 2BR/2BA                          Condo                   $394,900    Rob & Anne-Marie Bouse/RE/MAX Advantage Realty

Sunday 11am-1pm                   23143 Corsair Dr, Selbyville, DE                3BR/2.5BA                     Townhome                $414,999    Rob & Anne-Marie Bouse/RE/MAX Advantage Realty

Sunday 11am-1pm                      20 Frigate Run, Ocean Pines                   4BR/2.5BA                   Single Family              $590,000           Kim Bounds/Coldwell Banker Realty 

Sunday 11am-1pm         12301 Jamaica Avenue #351N, Ocean City         2BR/2BA                          Condo                    $499,900         Nancy Reither/Coldwell Banker Realty 
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WE PAY CA$H!
RACETRACK AUTO SALES
410-352-5070

11740 Worcester Hwy. Showell, MD 21862 • 410-352-5070
(Located on Rt. 113 - 1 min. North of Racetrack Road) 

BEER • WINE 
LOTTERY 

PROPANE REFILLS

SMITH’S 
MARKET

TAG & TITLE 
SERVICE

No Wait  •  Walk-In 
No Appointment Necessary

 Mon-Sat 9am - 5:30pm

AUTO DETAILING AVAILABLE

For Like 
New & Used 

Cars & Trucks

TRAILER SALE!

LIQUIDATION SALE All Trailers Must Go!

PRE-OWNED 
FOR SALE
‘12 MUSTANG  
CONVERTIBLE 
‘13 NISSAN 

ALTIMA

HARD – 18

Fill in the blank spaces  in
the grid so that every vertical
column, every horizontal row
and every  3 by 3 box  contains
the numbers  1 through 9, with-
out repeating any.  There is re-
ally only one  solution to each
puzzle.

Answers to last
 week’s puzzles

Puzzles
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Thurs., Sept. 3 
STORY TIME ‘ALL ABOUT FRIENDS’ 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Stories, songs and rhymes. For ages 
2-5 years. 410-632-5622, worcesterli-
brary.org 

OC CHESS CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Enjoy a relaxing game of chess 
every month. 410-524-1818 

STORY TIME: PAJAMA STORY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10:30 a.m. 
Crafts, songs and stories. Wear your co-
ziest pajamas. For ages 2-5 years. 410-
208-4014, worcesterlibrary.org 

PINE TONES CHORUS’ CHRISTMAS  
TRADITIONS REHEARSAL 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 1:30 p.m. Come to the 
Pine Tones Chorus’ first rehearsal for 
the Christmas Traditions concert. Sing 
along and see if you would be a good fit. 
610-213-7472, 443-655-5636 

POCOMOKE BOOK CLUB: ‘JANE EYRE’ BY 
CHARLOTTE BRONTE 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 2 p.m. Join in for a 
lively discussion. Books available at the 
Pocomoke Branch. 410-957-0878, 
worcesterlibrary.org 

BACK TO SCHOOL BASICS 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 4:30 p.m. 
Create your own canvas pencil case to 
begin a new school year. For ages 6-11 
years. 410-208-4014, 
worcesterlibrary.org 

DRY PANTRY 
Thursdays - St. Paul United Methodist 
Church, 405 Flower Street, Berlin, 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. For those in need of re-
sources such as paper products, laundry 
products, baby items, and personal care 
items. Limits apply. 410-641-0270 

Fri., Sept. 4 
PLAY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 10 a.m. Join 
in for imaginative play and social inter-
action. For ages 0-5 years. 410-208-
4014, worcesterlibrary.org 

OC MAHJONG CLUB 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Join in for a fun morning of playing 
tile Mahjong. Feel free to bring your own 
tile set. All adults are welcome. 410-524-

1818, worcesterlibrary.org 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 11 a.m. Cele-
brate the end of summer with ice cream 
and your favorite toppings. Ice cream 
donated by Island Creamery. For fami-
lies. 410-641-0650 

FIRST FRIDAY OPENING RECEPTION AND 
BLOCK PARTY 
Art League of Ocean City, 502 94th St., 
5-7 p.m. Art League of Ocean City’s first 
Friday opening reception: free food, re-
freshments, and entertainment! 410-
524-9433 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT BINGO 
Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 6 p.m. Admission fee is 
$5/player. Parents are requested to play 
the games with their children. Food and 
drinks welcome. Ice cream will be sold. 
No cash prizes. Prize donations ac-
cepted. 410-641-7052 

Sat., Sept. 5 
15TH ANNUAL WALK FOR RECOVERY 
Boardwalk South End, 800 S. Atlantic 
Ave., Ocean City, 9 a.m. Sponsor infor-
mation booths, raffles, music, prizes 
awarded and a Memory Wall. Kids 12 
years and younger participate for free. 
Virtually walk from anywhere at any-
time. Sign up: https://atlanticclub.org. 

SATURDAY WRITERS 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10 a.m. Share 
your writing, receive feedback and con-
nect with fellow writers. All experience 
levels and drop-ins welcome. 410-641-
0650 

FREDDIE MERCURY KARAOKE NIGHT 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4 p.m. 
Celebrate the legendary Freddie Mer-
cury’s 80th birthday by singing some 
classics. 410-524-1818 

DRONE SHOW 
Dorchester Street and Beach, Ocean 
City, 9:30 p.m. 
https://www.ococean.com/event/drone
-show/2978/ 

OCEAN PINES FARMERS & ARTISANS 
MARKET 
Saturdays - White Horse Park, 239 
Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Shop 
for everything from fresh local produce 
to unique handmade artisan goods. Also 
featuring family-friendly activities, 
music and unique shopping experiences. 
Open to the public, year round. 410-641-
7052, 
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages
/farmers-artisans-market 

Sun., Sept. 6 
OC CRUZERS CAR SHOW 
Somerset Plaza, Somerset Street, Ocean 
City, 3-6 p.m. Join the OC Cruzers Car 
Club for a free, family friendly car show. 
Each show will feature classic cars, cus-
tom rides and hot rods. Also, live music 
or a DJ. https://www.ocdc.org 

BERLIN FARMERS MARKET 
Sundays (May-October) - Pitts, Com-
merce and Main streets, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
rain or shine. Producers only market, 
petting farm (9-11 a.m.), live music. 
www.TheBerlinFarmersMarket.com 

SEWING SEEDS OF LOVE 
Sundays - Buckingham Presbyterian 
Church, 20 S. Main St., Berlin, 10-11 a.m. 
Youth of all ages learn how to sew while 
making a difference. 410-641-0234 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Sundays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 10 
a.m. www.jw.org 

Mon, Sept. 7 
ZUMBA 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 235 Ocean Parkway, 4:30 p.m. 
Zumba with optional light weights. zum-
bajoyceoc@gmail.com 

BRIDGE 
Mondays - Ocean City 50plus Center, 
104 41st Street, Ocean City, 12:30-3:30 
p.m. Reserve a spot: Tish, 410-804-
3971. www.Worcoa.org/oceancity 

DELMARVA WOMEN’S A CAPELLA CHORUS 
Mondays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 6:00-8:00 
p.m. All ladies who love to sing invited. 
If you plan to visit, please Contact: Di-
rector: Ludwig692@outlook.com, 410-
641-6876 or Membership Coordinator: 
ocelissa@yahoo.com, 410-641-8050. 

OVEREATER’S ANONYMOUS 
Mondays - Worcester County Library - 
Ocean Pines Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 
7-8 p.m. No dues or fees. 410-459-9100 

Tues., Sept. 8 
OC KNITTING GROUP 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 10:30 
a.m. Bring whatever project you happen 
to be working on. 410-524-1818, worces-
terlibrary.org 

STORYTIME: TEDDY BEAR PICNIC 
Worcester County Library - Pocomoke 
Branch, 401 Fifth St., 10:30 a.m. Join in 
for a variety of activities and toys. For 

ages 2-5 years. 410-957-0878, worces-
terlibrary.org 

STORY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 10:30 a.m. 
Story time featuring seasonal themes 
designed to support early literacy skills 
with stories, songs and fingerplays. For 
ages 0-5 years. 410-641-0650 

BABY TIME 
Worcester County Library - Snow Hill 
Branch, 307 N. Washington St., 10:30 
a.m. Songs, rhymes and stories. Stay 
after to socialize with other families. For 
ages 0-2 years. 410-632-5622, worces-
terlibrary.org 

MASTER GARDENERS PLANT CLINIC 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 1-4 p.m. 
Bring any questions you have and feel free 
to show your plants as well. 410-208-4014 

GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSION 
Worcester County Library - Ocean Pines 
Branch, 11107 Cathell Road, 2:30 p.m. 
The discussion will be on “Sophie’s 
Choice” by William Styron. 410-208-
4014, worcesterlibrary.org 

T(W)EEN SWITCH GAME NIGHT:  
SPLATOON 
Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4:30-
5:30 p.m. Join in for an hour of Switch 
gaming. This month’s game is Splatoon. 
Light refreshments provided. For ages 
12-18 years. 410-524-1818 

BOOK CLUB @ TIDES AND VINE: ‘NO 
SENSE IN WISHING’ BY LAWRENCE  
BURNEY 
Tides & Vine, 106 W. Green St., Snow 
Hill, 6 p.m. Join in for an evening of 
books and wine. Stop by the Snow Hill Li-
brary to pick up your book, then meet for 
a great discussion at Tides & Vine. Must 
be a least 21 years old. 410-632-5622 

BEACH HEROES-OC 
Tuesdays - Volunteer beach clean-up 
group meets from 9-10 a.m., year-round. 
Trash bags, grabbers and gloves pro-
vided. Check the Facebook page “Beach 
Heroes-OC” for weekly meeting loca-
tions. All are welcome. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES MEETING 
Tuesdays - Berlin Congregation of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, 212 West St., Berlin, 7 
p.m. www.jw.org 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
Tuesdays - Worcester County Health 
Department, 9730 Healthway Drive, 
Berlin, 3:30-4:30 p.m. TOPS is a weekly 
support and education group promoting 
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle. 410-
289-4725 

Continued on Page 32
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ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE 

Tuesdays - Lewes Senior Center,  32083 
Janice Rd. Lewes, DE, 7-9 p.m. Experi-
enced dancers and others interested in 
watching or learning more are welcome. 
No partner required. Info: Tangobythe-
Beach.com. 

ZUMBA TONING TUESDAYS 

Tuesdays - Northside Park, 200 125th 
St., Ocean City, 5:15 p.m. Zumba with 
optional light weights. 
zumbajoyceoc@gmail.com 

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT AND WELLNESS 

GROUP 

Tuesdays - Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
11021 Worcester Highway, 2-2:45 p.m. 
Use the weight loss program/app/plan 
of your choice. Free and open to every-
one. 410-641-4882, 
www.htcanglican.org/activities.

Wed., Sept. 9 
CHESAPEAKE ENRICHMENT FOUNDATION 

INAUGURAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 

Ocean Pines Golf Club, 100 Clubhouse 
Drive, 9 a.m. Registration cost $800 per 
foursome. Rachael Broderick, 
info@chesapeakeenrichment.org, 302-
519-4267, https://www.chesapeakeen-
richment.org/events 

OC ROCK & RIDE BIKEFEST 

Roland E. Powell Convention Center, 
4001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City (10 
a.m.-7 p.m.) and Ocean City Inlet (9 
a.m. to 11 p.m.) Wednesday is free. 
Enjoy live music, vendors, food, drinks, 
motorcycles, and more — absolutely 
free. Event details: 
https://www.ocrockandride.com. 

BOOK CLUB @ 50PLUS CENTER: ‘NO 

SENSE IN WISHING’ BY LAWRENCE  

BURNEY 

Snow Hill 50plus Center, 4767 Snow 
Hill Road, 11 a.m. Stop by the Snow Hill 
Library or the 50plus Center to pick up 
your copy. Discussion held at Snow Hill 
50plus Center. 410-632-5622 

PUZZLE SWAP 

Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 1-7 p.m. Bring 
your gently used puzzles and leave with 
a new-to-you puzzle. Don’t have a puzzle 
but still want one? That’s okay, too. All 
puzzles must be complete and in their 
original box. All ages welcome. 410-641-
0650 

CHAIR YOGA 

Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 2 p.m. Certi-
fied yoga instructor Samantha Biskach 
teaches this class. Registration required: 
410-641-0650. worcesterlibrary.org 

4-H PRESENTS: KIDS STEAM WORKSHOP 

‘POWER PROTECTORS’ 

Worcester County Library - Ocean City 
Branch, 10003 Coastal Highway, 4 p.m. 
Learn about renewable energy through 
an exciting, superhero-themed work-
shop. All supplies provided. For ages 6-
11 years. 410-524-1818 

RAVENS ROOST #44 ANNUAL BAR-HOP 

CRUISE 

M.R. Ducks, 311 Talbot St., Ocean City, 
5:40 p.m. Board the “Explorer” at M.R. 
Ducks. Stops include Fish Tales, De Lazy 
Lizard and Micky Fins. Cost is $40. 
Reservations: garywm1952@gmail.com. 
Rain date is Sept. 10. 

PAJAMA STORY TIME: TEDDY BEAR  

SLEEPOVER! 

Worcester County Library - Berlin 
Branch, 13 Harrison Ave., 6:30 p.m. Wear 
your pajamas and bring your favorite 
teddy bear to snuggle while you enjoy sto-
ries and songs to wind down to bedtime. 
For ages 0-5 years. 410-641-0650 

FREE SQUARE DANCE LESSONS 

Ocean Pines Community Center, 235 
Ocean Parkway, 7-8:30 p.m. Singles and 
couples welcome. Students will dance 
with members of the Pines Steppers 
Square Dance Club. To continue this 14-
week series, the cost is $4 per person, 
per session. 908-229-8799 

KIWANIS CLUB MEETING 

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 239 Ocean Parkway, 8 a.m. 
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Last Wednesday 
of the month meetings are offsite and in-
formation can be found on the website 
and Facebook. www.kiwanisofopoc.org.

CASH BINGO 

Wednesdays - Ocean City Elks Lodge 
2645, 13708 Sinepuxent Ave. Door open 
at 5 p.m., bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. Food 
available before bingo. Open to the pub-
lic. 443-605-5028 

ZUMBA PLUS!! 

Wednesdays - Ocean Pines Community 
Center, 235 Ocean Parkway, 4:30 p.m. 
Zumba with optional light weights. zum-
bajoyceoc@gmail.com 

ONGOING EVENTS 
HISTORY-TO-GO - PUMPKIN CARVING 

Snow Hill library, 301 Bank St., 
throughout September. Learn how Hal-
loween has been celebrated throughout 
history and get patterns to carve histori-
cally inspired pumpkins. 410-632-5622 

TEEN & TWEEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE - 

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 

Pocomoke library, 401 5th Street, Unit 
100. Build leadership skills and add some-
thing meaningful to your resume. Applica-
tions are available in the guidance office at 
Pocomoke Middle School and Pocomoke 
High School. Submit application by Oct. 
31. For ages 12-18 years. 410-957-0878 

TEEN TIME 

Ocean Pines library, 11107 Cathell Road, 
throughout September, 3:30 p.m. Create 
a festive wreath in time for fall. While 
supplies last. For ages 12-18 years. 410-
208-4014 

OC READS: ‘THE BERRY PICKERS’ BY 

AMANDA PETERS 

Ocean City library, 10003 Coastal High-
way, Sept. 1-30. Simply pick up a copy of 
this month’s read, “The Berry Pickers” 
by Amanda Peters. Come in before the 
end of the month to share your impres-
sions and enter the drawing to win free 
books. 410-524-1818 

STORYWALK TAKE AND MAKE 

Snow Hill library, 301 Bank St., Sept. 1-
Nov. 30. Stop by the library to pick up 
supplies to make a fall nature mobile. 
Then, take a walk while you read the li-
brary’s newest StoryWalk title at John 
Walter Smith Park. For families. 410-
632-5622 

CREATIVITY CORNER 

Berlin library, 13 Harrison Ave. Enjoy 
the monthly craft, work on the puzzle, 
add to the community journal or chal-
lenge a friend to a board or card game in 
the Teen Loft. For ages 12-18 years. 410-
641-0650 

CHECK-OUT CHALLENGE 

Visit different branches of the Worcester 
County libraries, read books and check 
out items using your library card. For 
every activity you complete, you get en-
tered in the grand prize drawing. For 
families. 410-632-5622.

CHESAPEAKE ENRICHMENT FOUNDATION 

INAUGURAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 

Ocean Pines Golf Club, 100 Clubhouse 
Drive, Sept. 9. Shotgun starts at 9 a.m. 
Registration cost is $600 per foursome 
until Aug. 31, after $800 per foursome. 
Benefiting the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Delaware and the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities of Greater Delaware. 
Rachael Broderick, info@chesapeakeen-
richment.org, 302-519-4267, 
https://www.chesapeakeenrichment.org
/events 

ORIOLES VS. RED SOX BUS TRIP 

Bus trip to Camden Yards on Sept. 6. 
Section 288 seating, transportation, Pic-
nic Perch food and watch batting prac-
tice. Cost is $150. Depart the Ocean 
Pines Community Center at 9:30 a.m. 
Game time is 1:35 p.m. Sponsored by the 
Ocean Pines Park & Recreation.

GREAT TRAIN RAFFLE 

Win a Charlie Davis wooden hand-
crafted train. Valued at $400. Tickets 
cost $5 each or three for $10. Tickets 
available at the Pine’eer Craft Club, Arti-
san Gift Shop, 239 Ocean Parkway, 
Ocean Pines. Drawing will take place at 
the end of day at the Annual Craft Fair 
on Nov. 7, held 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
Ocean Pines Community Center. Need 
not be present to win. 

Continued from Page 31
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HOUSE CLEANER 
Mid-Town Condo 
Leave message 
443-523-4512 

POSEIDON PLUMBING & 
HOME SERVICES  

is growing and we’re looking 
for an experienced Finish 

Carpenter to join our team!  
If you’re a skilled finish  
carpenter looking for a  

great opportunity with a local 
company, we want to hear 

from you!  
Call the office at  

410-251-1096 today! 
 

JOLLY ROGER 
Small Engine Mechanic & 

Ride Maintenance.  
(Must have mechanical 

knowledge) 
Technical Support &  

Installation  
(Entry level with knowledge 

of network systems) 
SEASONAL HELP: Cashiers, 

Waterpark Attendants,  
Lifeguards, Ride Operators 
Wage based on experience. 

Benefits available. 
410-289-4902 

EXPERIENCED  
AUTOMOTIVE PARTS  

ADVISOR 
Ocean Pines, MD 
Busy, established  

Automotive & Marine Parts 
Store is looking for an  

Experienced Parts Advisor 
to join our team. If you have 

strong automotive parts 
knowledge, enjoy helping 

customers, and are looking 
for a stable, long-term  

position, we want to hear 
from you! 

Competitive Pay - Benefits 
Employee - Friends &  

Family Discounts 
Established, Busy Location 
Parts experience required. 

Call 302-228-2353 

AMERICAN LEGION  
PT/YR COOKS  

Dependable, reliable 
BOOKKEEPER  

Part-time, familiar with 
Quickbooks on-line.  

Apply within.  
American Legion Post 166, 
2308 Philadelphia Avenue, 

OC, MD 21842  
410-289-3166 

 

MAINTENANCE WORKER 
Harbour Island Condo  

Association 
14th Street, Ocean City 

Seeking a reliable  
Maintenance Worker for 

general property  
maintenance. 

Hours available: 
• 9:00 AM-2:00 PM,  

Monday-Sunday 
• 3:00 PM-8:00 PM,  

Monday-Sunday 
• 7 day a week 
• Year around 

A great opportunity for a  
retiree looking for flexible, 

part-time work.  
Competitive pay.  

For more information,  
contact Jimmer at  
240-298-0365 

 

RENTALS 

YEAR ROUND & WINTER 
BAYSIDE CONDO 

4 - 2BR/2BA 
FULLY FURNISHED Units 

W/D, AC & parking 
Starting September 

Call Mike at 410-603-6120 
www.mbjcproperties.com 

Seeking Year-Round 
Rentals!  

Call Howard Martin Realty 
410-352-5555. 

OCEANVIEW RENTAL 
BIKE WEEK,  

OCEANS CALLING,  
COUNTRY CALLING 
NEWLY AVAILABLE 
2BR, 2BA, SLEEPS 6 

38TH ST AND THE BEACH 
Great location, next door to 
Castle in the Sand, walk to 

Concerts, close to  
restaurants, convention  

center etc… 
443-880-8885 or view and 

book: SeaLaVie 
https://book.vuestay.com/ 
ocean-city-bright-beach- 

home-near-the-boardwalk- 
wi-b46jo9 

 

WINTER RENTAL 
2BR, 1BA 

6 month lease, Start Oct. 
$1,000 per mo. + elec. 

Call Steve, leave message 
410-251-3412 

WINTER RENTAL  
North OC, 1BR, 1BA Condo, 
3rd Flr., walk-up. Furnished, 
W/D, Parking, Walking dis-

tance to restaurants.  
$1,100 per mo. + sec. dep. 

& utilities. Incl. WiFi.  
412-965-4079 

 

ROOMMATES 

ROOM FOR RENT  
Fully furnished, large, clean, 

private room. Full house  
privileges. $900 per mo.,  
util’s included. $400 sec. 
dep. Call 443-880-2317. 

 

COMMERCIAL 

2 Office/Retail Spaces  
available in West Ocean  

City. Approximately        
1656 sq. ft. and 1728 sq. ft.   

Call 443-497-4200 

Industrial Space 
Yard and Storage Shed.  

Approx. 10x25+/-  
Route 90/Bishopville.  
Call 443-497-4200 

 

LARRY’S HANDYMAN 
SERVICES No job too small, 
windows, entrance doors,  
interior doors, storm doors, 

shower doors, drywall  
repairs and paint, laminate 

floors, interior paint.  
Over 40 years of carpentry 

experience.  
Please call Larry,  
410-251-9066 

Larryandkim1954@ 
gmail.com 

 

HUNTING ACCESS 

HUNTING ACCESS 
WANTED  

Responsible hunter seeking 
permission to hunt private 
property during season.  

Traditional Archery  
equipment only. Respectful 

of land and property.  
Willing to pay for seasonal 

hunting access.  
Call 443-614-1020. 

 

WANT TO BUY 

I BUY ALBUMS! 
410-430-5349 

 

PONTOON FOR SALE 
2023 Viaggio, 18’ Pontoon 

w/Trailer, Yamaha 90 Engine, 
50 hours run time, 2 yr.  

remaining warranty. Docked 
in West OC. $36,000.  

Contact 717-428-2121. 

 

BOAT STORAGE 

WINTER BOAT STORAGE 
Across from Casino 

Call Steve, leave message 
410-251-3412 

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIEDS CALL 410-723-6397

BOAT STORAGE

BOATS/PWCRENTALS

COMMERCIAL

Call 410-723-6397 or email  
classifieds@octodaydispatch.com 

by Monday, 5 p.m.

M A R K E T P L A C E

Classifieds appear in OC Today-Dispatch & 
Bayside Gazette each week & online at  
octodaydispatch.com & baysideoc.com
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O r d e r  Y O u r  C l a s s i f i e d s  O n l i n e !

• Convenient 
• Quick 
• No Waiting, No Calls 
• Days, Nights & Weekends

OC Today-Dispatch

www.octodaydispatch.com

NOW HIRING!!  
Production Crew  

for our WOC kitchen facility 
Up to $20/hr.  

Apply online at:  
www.delmarvadd.com

ROOMMATES
Run your  
business 

 card in our  
SERVICE  

DIRECTORY 
CALL  

410-723-6397 
for pricing!

WANT TO BUY

SERVICES

RENTALS

HUNTING ACCESS 

Extended Spring & 
Summer Stays Avail. 

Utililites Included 

CONTACT US AT 
burgundyinn@gmail.com 

410-289-8581

OFFICE SPACE  
FOR RENT  

Looking for space,  
comfort and great views? 

Spacious, climate- 
controlled office available, 

with use of conference 
room and reception area, 

in a modern, well- 
maintained building in 

prime Ocean City  
location.   

Call 410-524-3440 for  
appointment.

CUSTODIAL STAFF 
 

 

We are currently looking for Part Time Custodial Employees. 
Hours are 3:30pm-6:30pm, Monday through Friday.  

Apply online at www.worcesterprep.org/careers or submit an  
application via email to employment@worcesterprep.org or 

mail/drop off an application to  
Human Resources, 508 S. Main St., Berlin, MD 21811.

CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK
Serving the Newspapers of  
Maryland, Delaware and the  
District of Columbia since 1908.

MARYLAND STATEWIDE  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

NETWORK 

SERVICES 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 

insurance - NOT just a  
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 

Dental Information Kit with 
all the details!  

1-855-337-5228  
www.dental50plus.com/ 

MDDC #6258 

FOR SALE 
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 

to receive a FREE  
5-Year warranty with  
qualifying purchase.  

Call 1-855-993-0969 today to 
schedule a free quote.  

It’s not just a generator.  
It’s a power move. 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 

Call Today and Get The  
Latest iPhone Every Year  

On Us! 855-977-5719 

MISC. FOR SALE 
Get DISH Satellite TV +  

Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 

Limited Time Up To $600 In 
Gift Cards. Call Today!  

1-855-407-6870 

REAL ESTATE 
We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step 

process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid.  

Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 

1-866-541-7929 

Advertise in MDDC 410-723-6397

Join the Sea Colony East Maintenance Team! 
Now hiring high rise condominium/full time building 

maintenance techs. 

Great Benefit plan/paid time off! 

Apply online at troon.com/careers - company location 
Sea Colony Assoc East 

Email bethann.steele@seacolony.com  
Call 302-541-8831 for an interview

FOR SALE - 1991 CORVETTE 
6 SPEED MANUAL, MD INSPECTION 

$19,000 ~ CONTACT 443-664-8832

VEHICLES

NOW HIRING  
Year-Round  

Cook, Steamers, Carryout 
Staff, Assistant Manager  

To apply, go to  
finshospitality.com/career
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BaysideOC.com

DIRECTORY

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Specializing in Additions, Kitchens, Baths and  
All Types of Custom Remodeling.

Time to schedule and complete before Memorial Day!

We accept MC/Visa 
Ken Walsh 301-776-7249 • (410) 641-3762

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Home Improvement Contractor

• Licensed and  
   Fully Insured  
• Free Estimates  
• Locally Owned 
• Cleaning Specials  
• Roofing  
• Maintenance

* NOW OFFERING * 
DISPOSAL ROLLOFF SERVICE
Quick Reliable  Service 7 Days A Week
Clean Up Crews Available • 15 & 20 Yard 410.713.8599

MHIC#95214

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mobile Oil Changes
& Repairs

443-373-7664
FREED MOTOR COMPANY

AUTOMOTIVE

THE

HANDY BEACHMAN
Exterior Home Repairs

“WE DO IT ALL”

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • MHIC 17433 
“A Family Tradition Since 1935”

410-893-9707

• Roofing Repairs
• Roof Cleaning

• Gutter Cleaning & Powerwashing •
• Deck Repairs •

• Rain Gutters
• Gutter Guards

• Screening
• Painting

• Staining
• Caulking

PARRISH

Phil Parrish Pat Parrish

HANDYMAN SERVICES

cleaning services

Family Owned and Operated Since 1983

Carpet, Upholstery, Tile and 
Grout Cleaning 

Oriental Rug Cleaning and Repair 

     302-436-5652

CLEANING SERVICES DENTAL

HANDYMAN

TRADITIONAL HANDYMAN SERVICES
MHIC  #127296 

SPRING CLEANUPS & MOWING
BATHROOM / KITCHEN 
WINDOW & DOORS 
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR CARPENTRY 

PAINTING 
FLOORING  
SMALL JOBS & MORE 
CALL 410-999-4998

HANDYMAN

EVANS BROTHERS

410-984-4938
Decks / Screen Rooms  / Wood / Composite 

Windows / Siding 
Bathroom / Kitchen Remodels 

Flooring Hardwood / LVP 
Ceramic Tiles

FREE Estimates • Licensed And Insured   
MHIC #52065

HOME IMPROVEMENT

roofingHOME IMPROVEMENT

Atlantic Landscaping
and More

Call or Text for Free Estimates & Questions!

410-713-9159

Property Management • Lawn Care  
Gutter Cleaning • Shrub Trimming • Power Washing 

Leaf Removal • Hauling Services • Painting
Stone & Gravel • Mulching • Cleaning • Trailer Storage
Shed Demolition • Stump Grinding • Dump Trailer Rental
House/Shed/Garage Clean-outs • Home Watch Service 

Pet Sitting/Dog Walking & More

Zelle Accepted

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING
Lawncare, Landscaping & Hardscapes 

• Spring Cleanup 
• Brush Removal 
• Hauling 
• Mulch 
• Planting 
• Driveway Seal Coating 
• Patio & Walkway  
• Custom Landscape 

FREE ESTIMATES 
410-430-7543MHIC #12398     MDA #30202

Sh
orescapes

LANDSCAPING

HOME IMPROVEMENTSHOME IMPROVEMENT

  

  
  

ovement”roImpr
for Home 

oday!To1

ovement Design & Bert

H O M E I M P R O V E M E N T

Home Impr

1312 Manklin Creek, Rd., Ocean Pines, MD ~ Call or Stop in T

Home Imprroovement Services Company

PipeLine
Contracting, LLC

“One stop shop 

• Cabinets & Countertop
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• General Carpentry & 

Painting 

• Flooring & TTiile
 • Residential & Commercial 
 • Servicing Maryland &

Delaware Beaches

US VVeeterans
Administration 

Approved Contractor
  

  
  

 (410) 208-1518 • (41
pipelinecontracting.net • info@p

MDHIC # 107489 • DE # 20141003

  

  
  

0) 982-8368
pipelinecontracting.net
04 • Insured & Licensed

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FROM FORM TO FINISH, LLC.
• Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
• Finish Carpentry
• Tile
• Painting
• Concrete Finishing

Ben Armes, Owner/Operator
503-730-0553 Licensed & Insured

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FLASH        LOCKOUTOC
Auto & Home Lockout Service 

OPEN 24 / 7
Lockouts

  443 .
Jumps

 664 .
Gas Delivery

2650
www.Facebook.com/OCFlashLocksmith

LOCKSMITH
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DIRECTORY

YOUR BUSINESS

Your  
Business 

Card Here!
Call 410-723-6397

PAVING

Harrison Paving Co.

Established 1954

NRHarrisonpaving.com 
410-742-0359 MHIC# 1516

PAVING

PLUMBING

“Serving Our Coastal 
Communities With Pride!”

* Water Heaters * Water Heater Repairs 
* Faucet Replacements * Toilet Replacements  

* Garbage Disposals And More! 

www.localplumbingcompany.net

MD (410) 726.0513

PLUMBING

MVA LICENSEDmental health

Island Care Mental Health
Mary Deborah Wilson 

PMHNP 
Avoid the Delays

Medication & Therapy 
MD DE Lic.     410-641-5190

MENTAL HEALTH MOVERS

ROOFING

Your Roofing, Siding & Home Improvement  
Specialist Since 1989

Mike Moesle 410-629-1573, Fax: 410-629-1946 
9240 Peerless Rd. • Bishopville, MD

mmoesle@shoresidingmd.com •  www.shoresidingmd.com

ROOFING & SIDING

ROOFING • SIDING • DURADEK • WINDOWS • GUTTERS

*Licensed in MD, DE &VA

ROOFINGPRINTING & DESIGN

11065 Cathell Road • Ocean Pines 
410-208-0641 • copycentral@verizon.net

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri.  

9am-5pm

ONE STOP SHOP For ALL YOUR PERSONAL & BUSINESS NEEDS

NOT YOUR AVERAGE COPY CENTER
Full Business Center 

Custom Gifts 

Graphic Designs 

Retail Gift Items 

Wedding Print Services

PRINTING & DESIGN

410-430-3490 • LMSPlumbingandgas.com

Plumbing  
and Gas, LLC 

MD 62495 • DE 13060 •  Insured

CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR PLUMBING OR GAS NEEDS

We do it all from   
ground work to  
rough in to final 
trim & fixtures.

We Install:  
Faucets/Sinks • Showers/Tubs/Toilets 

Water Heaters • Water/Sewer Lines  
Winterization Packages • Repairs

PLUMBING

Nick French • 443-783-8255 
Nfrenchti@gmail.com

PIANO TUNINGPIANO TUNING

Zimmerman 
& Son LLC

• CUSTOM PAINTING
• DRYWALL REPAIRS
• WALLPAPER REMOVED
• DECK & HOUSE
  STAINING
• ALWAYS PROMPT  
  SERVICE
     Free Estimates

10% Discount with this ad. 

Bill Zimmerman cell 443-373-4539

NOW ACCEPTING
CREDIT CARDS!

Painting & Powerwashing
Interior & Exterior

Serving Delmarva for Over 35 Years 
Licensed & Insured

PAINTINGPAINTING
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Don’t Miss Another Moment…

    Schedule 
Your Flu Shot Today

• We Accept All Insurances  
• Delivery Available  
• Open Saturdays

11005 Manklin Meadows Lane #1 • Ocean Pines  
(in front of Headlines Salon)

410.629.0089                  

Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm
Sat: 10am-2pm • Sun: Closed

HOMEBOUND?
We will schedule a nurse to come and administer the vaccine. Call for details.

HIRING Pharmacy Tech  Full & Part-Time

This pharmacy is independently owned and operated under  a license from Health Mart Systems, Inc.

• Flu Shots
• High Dose Flu Shots  
  for Seniors age 65+ 

WALK-INS WELCOME
Appointments Recommended 
Curbside Available

• Prevnar 20 
• RSV - Respiratory Syncytial Virus 
• Shingle Vaccine
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